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THE    LIFE    OF 
FLAVIUS   JOSEPH  US- 


_^ 


1.  Thr  family  from  which  I  ara  derived  is  not  an  i^tioble 
One,  but  hath  descended  all  along  from  the  priests :  and  as 
nobility  among  several  people  is  of  a  different  origin,  so  with 
u^  to  be  of  the  sacerdotal  dignity,  is  an  indication  of  the 
^[>1endoyr  of  a  fimiily.  Now,  I  am  not  only  sprung  from  a 
Bacerdotal  family  in  general,  but  from  the  first  of  the  twenty- 
put*  courses;  and  as  among  us  there  is  not  only  a  con- 
idffi'able  difference  between  one  family  of  each  course  and 
liiolher»  I  am  of  the  chief  family  of  that  first  course  also; 
pay,  fartlier^  by  my  mother  I  am  of  the  royal  blgod ;  for  tlie 
ehildren  of  Asamoncus,  from  whom  that  family  was  derived, 
Had  both  the  office  of  the  high-priesthood,  and  the  dignity 
bf  4  king,  for  a  long  time  together.  I  will  accordingly  set 
jloifn  my  progenitors  in  order.  My  grandfather's  father 
IS  named  Simon,  with  the  addition  of  Psellus :  he  lived  at 
be  aame  time  with  that  son  of  Simon  the  high-priest,  who 
Bfat  of  all  the  high-priests  was  named  Hyrcanus,  This 
Simon  Psellus  had  nine  sons,  one  of  which  was  Matthias, 
called  Ephlias;  he  married  the  daughter  of  Jonathan  tlie 
higli-priest,  which  Jonathan  was  the  first  of  the  sons  of 
Asamoncus  who  was  high-priest,  and  was  the  brother  of 
>  Simon  the  high-priest  also*  This  Matthias  had  a  son  called 
l^latthias  Curtus,  and  that  in  the  first  year  of  the  government 
>f  Hyrcanus ;  bis  son*s  name  was  Joseph*  born  in  the  ninth 
|year  of  the  reign  of  Alexandra!  liis  son  Matthias  was  born 

*  We  mRy  heace  correct  tlie  error  of  the  LatiD  copy  of  the  second  book  against 
ipioo,  sect  7.  B.  (for  the  Greek  is  there  lost),  which  says,  there  were  then  otily 
lur  tKbes  or  courses  of  the  prienits  instead  of  twenty-four.  Noi  is  this  testimony  lo 
B  ditrcg&rded,  as  if  Josephus  tbei'e  contradicted  what  he  hud  artirmed  here  ;  becaui»4i 
f0U  tim  ajCcount  there  givcD  belter  agrees  to  tweDly-four  than  to  four  courses,  wliile 
ie  %Ay%  that  each  of  thoie  cours^e*  contained  above  5W0  raen,  wliich»  multiplied  liy 
poly  "four,  wiU  make  not  more  than  20 /KX)  priests ;  whereas  the  number  l-20,tK>0, 
Bi  inuliiplied  by  'i4.  fteem^  much  the  most  probable,  tbey  being  about  one*tanth  of 
fttie  whole  people,  cveo  after  the  captivity.  See  Ezra*  n.  36 — 39,  NcbL-m.  vii, 
3*1 — 12.  \  Eid,  V.  24.  25.  with  Ezra,  ii.  64.  Nehem.  vii.  66,  I  E^*  v,  4K 
Nor  will  thin  cocnmon  reading  or  notion  of  but  four  cources  of  prieBls,  agree  with 
ilcNcphut'f  own  (lixilief  asserlioii  elsewhere.  A»tiq.  B*  VI L  ch.  %'iv.  *ecL  7,  that 
K)avid*«  patrtitioM  of  the  priests  into  twenty- fouf  coursei  hid  conlmued  lo  ihat  day. 
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in  the  tenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Archelaus ;  as  was  I  born 
to  Matthias  on  the  first  year  of  the  reign  of  Caius  Caesar. 
I  have  three  sons ;  Hyrcanus,  the  eldest,  was  born  on  the 
fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  Vespasian,  as  was  Justus  born  on 
the  seventh,  and  Agrippa  on  the  ninth.  Thus  have  I  set 
down  the  genealogy  oi  my  family  as  I  have  found  it  de- 
scribed** in  the  public  records,  and  so  bid  adieu  to  those 
who  calumniate  me  [as  of  lower  original]. 

2,  Now  my  father  Matthias  was  not  only  eminent  on 
account  of  his  nobility,  but  had  a  higher  commendation  on 
account  of  his  righteousness,  and  was  in  great  reputation  in 
Jerusalem,  the  greatest  city  we  have.  I  was  myself  brought 
up  with  my  brother,  whose  name  was  Matthias,  for  he  w^as 
my  own  brother,  by  both  father  and  mother ;  and  I  made 
mighty  proficiency  in  the  improvements  of  my  learning,  and 
appeared  to  have  both  a  great  memory  and  understanding. 
Moreover,  when  I  was  a  child,  and  about  fourteen  years  of 
age,  I  was  commended  by  all  for  the  love  I  had  to  learning ; 
on  which  account  the  high-priests  and  principal  men  of  the 
city  came  then  frequently  to  me  together,  in  order  to  know 
my  opinion  about  the  accurate  understanding  of  points  of 
the  law.  And  when  I  was  about  sixteen  years  old,  I  had  a 
mind  to  make  trial  of  the  several  sects  that  were  among  us. 
These  sects  are  three ;  the  first  is  that  of  the  Pharisees,  the 
second  that  of  the  Sadducees,  and  the  third  that  of  the 
Essens,  as  we  have  frequently  told  you ;  for  I  thought  that 
by  this  means  I  might  choose  the  best,  if  I  were  once  ac- 
quainted with  them  all :  so  I  contented  myself  with  hard 
fere,  and  underwent  great  difiiculties,  and  went  through 
them  all*^.  Nor  did  I  content  myself  with  these  trials  only; 
but  when  I  was  informed  that  one  whose  name  was  Banus, 
lived  in  the  desert,  and  used  no  other  clothing  than  grew 
upon  trees,  and  had  no  other  food  than  what  grew  of  its 
own  accord,  and  bathed  himself  in  cold  water  frequently, 
both  by  night  and  by  day,  in  order  to  preserve  his  chastity, 
I  imitated  him  in  those  things,  and  continued  with  him  three 
years  ^,     So  when  I  had  accomplished  my  desires,  I  returned 

^  An  eminent  example  of  the  care  of  the  Jews  about  their  genealogies,  especially 
as  to  the  priests.    See  Contr.  Ap.  B.  I.  ch.  7. 

^  When  Josephus  here  says,  tnat  from  sixteen  to  nineteen,  or  for  three  years,  he 
made  trial  of  the  three  Jewish  sects,  the  Pharisees,  the  Sadducees,  and  the  Essens, 
and  yet  says  presently,  in  all  our  copies,  that  he  stayed  besides  with  one  particular 
ascetick,  called  Bantu,  Trap  &vru),  tcith  /lim,  and  this  still  before  he  was  nineteen, 
there  is  little  room  left  for  his  trial  of  the  three  other  sects.  I  suppose,  therefore, 
that  for  wap  Avratt  with  him,  the  old  reading  might  be  vap  &vroigf  with  them ; 
which  is  a  very  small  emendation,  and  takes  away  the  difficulty  before  us.  Nor  is 
Dr.  Hudson's  conjecture,  hinted  at  by  Mr.  Hall  in  his  preface  t6  the  doctor's  edition 
of  Josephus,  at  all  improbable,  that  this  Banus,  by  this  his  description,  might  well 
be  a  follower  of  John  the  Baptist,  and  that  from  him  Josepluis  might  easily  imbibe 
such  notions,  as  afterward  prepared  him  to  have  a  favourable  opinion  about  Jesus 
Christ  himself,  who  was  attested  to  by  John  the  Baptist. 
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back  to  the  city,  being  iiuw  nineteen  years  old,  and  began  to 
conduct  myself  according  to  the  rules  of  the  sect  of  the 
Pharisees,  which  is  of  kin  to  the  sect  uf  the  Stoics,  as  the 
Greeks  call  them, 

3.  But,  when  I  was  in  the  twenty-sixth  year  of  my  age,  it 
happened  that  I  took  a  voyage  to  Rome,  and  this  on  the 
occasion  which  1  shall  now  describe.  At  the  time  when 
Felix  was  procurator  of  Judea,  there  were  certain  priests  of 
my  acquaintance,  and  very  excellent  persons  they  were, 
whom  on  a  small  and  trifling  occasion  he  had  put  into  bonds, 
and  sent  to  Rome  to  plead  their  cause  before  Ciesar.  Tliese 
I  was  desirous  to  procure  deliverance  for,  and  that  especially 
because  I  M^as  informed  that  they  were  not  unmindful  of 
piety  towards  God  even  under  their  afflictions,  but  supported 
themselves  with  figs  and  nuts'*.  Accordingly  I  came  to  Rome, 
though  it  were  through  a  great  number  of  hazards  by  sea; 
for,  as  our  ship  was  drowned  in  the  Adriatic  sea,  we  that  were 
in  it,  being  about  six  hundred  in  number*,  swam  for  our 
lives  all  the  night;  when  upon  the  first  appearance  of  the 
day,  and  upon  our  sight  of  a  ship  of  Cyrene,  I  and  some 
others,  eighty  in  all,  by  God*s  providence,  prevented  the 
rest,  and  were  taken  up  into  the  other  ship.  And  wlien  I 
had  thus  escaped,  and  was  come  to  Dicearchia,  which  the 
Italians  call  Puteoli^  I  became  acquainted  with  Aliturius,  an 
actor  of  plays,  and  much  beloved  by  Nero,  but  a  Jew  by 
birth;  through  his  interest  became  known  to  Poppea,  Caesar^s 
wife,  and  took  care,  as  soon  as  possible,  to  entreat  her  to  pro- 
cure, that  the  priests  might  be  set  at  liberty*  And  when, 
besides  this  favour,  I  had  obtained  many  presents  from 
Poppea,  I  returned  home  again. 

4.  And  now  I  perceived  innovations  were  already  begun, 
and  that  there  were  a  great  many  very  much  elevated  in 
hopes  of  a  revolt  from  the  Romans,  I  therefore  endeavoured 
to  put  a  stop  to  these  tumultuous  persons,  and  persuaded 
them  to  change  tlieir  minds;  and  laid  before  their  eyes 
against  whom  it  was  that  they  were  going  to  fight,  and  told 
them  that  they  were  inferior  to  the  Romans  not  only  in 
martial  skill,  but  also  in  good  fortune;  and  desired  them 
not  rashly,  and  after  the  most  foolish  manner,  to  bring  on 
the  dangers  of  the  most  terrible  mischiefs  upon  their  country, 
upon  their  families,  and  upon  themselves.     And  this  I  said 

^  W«  mtj  note  here,  that  reKgious  men  amon^  the  Jews,  or  at  least  those  that 
were  fmestf.  were  sometimes  a»ceticlis  also,  and^  like  Daniel  and  his  compaoioDs  in 
Bahyiof).  I>aij,  i  8 — 16.  ate  no  flesh.  h\iijii:$  and  tmit,  &c,  only.  This  was  like 
tht  If  po^ayto.  Of  austere  diets  of  the  Christian  asceticks  in  PaisioQ  week.  Coostiiut* 

*  II  haabeeo  thougitt  the  Dumber  of  Paul  and  hi»  companions  on  ship- board,  Acts, 
StviL  3^,  which  »re  276  in  our  copies,  are  loo  many  ;  whereas  we  rind  here,  that 
J«M|liits  ami  his  con»panions,  a  very  few  years  after  the  otlier,  were  about  600* 

U  2 
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with  vehement  exhortation,  because  I  foresaw  that  the  end 
of  such  a  war  would  be  most  unfortunate  to  us.  But  I  could 
not  persuade  them ;  for  the  madness  of  desperate  men  was 
quite  too  hard  for  me. 

5,  I  was  then  afraid,  lest,  by  inculcating  these  things  so 
often,  I  should  incur  their  hatred  and  their  suspicions,  as  if 
I  were  of  our  enemies'  party,  and  should  run  into  the  danger  of 
being  seized  by  them,  and  slain;  since  they  were  already 
possessed  of  Antonia  which  was  the  citadel ;  so  I  retired  in- 
to the  inner  court  of  the  temple.  Yet  did  I  go  out  of  the 
temple  again,  after  Manahem  and  the  principal  of  the  band 
of  robbers  were  put  to  death,  when  I  abode  among  the  high- 
priests  and  the  chief  of  the  Pharisees.  But  no  small  fear 
seized  upon  us  when  we  saw  the  people  in  arms,  while  we 
ourselves  knew  not  what  we  should  do,  and  were  not  able  to 
restrain  their  seditions.  However,  as  the  danger  was  directly 
upon  us,  we  pretended  that  we  were  of  the  same  opinion 
with  them,  but  only  advised  them  to  be  quiet  for  the  present, 
and  to  let  the  enemy  go  away,  still  hoping,  that  Gessius 

JFlorus]  would  not  be  long  ere  he  came,  and  that,  with  great 
brces,  and  so  put  an  end  to  these  seditious  proceedings. 

6.  But,  upon  his  coming  and  fighting,  he  was  beaten,  and 
a  great  many  of  those  that  were  with  him  fell.  And  this 
disgrace  which  Gessius  [with  Cestius]  received,  became  the 
calamity  of  our  whole  nation ;  for  those  that  were  fond  of 
the  war  were  so  far  elevated  with  this  success,  that  they  had 
hopes  of  finally  conquering  the  Romans.  Of  which  war 
another  occasion  was  ministered ;  which  was  this.  Those 
that  dwelt  in  the  neighbouring  cities  of  Syria  seized  upon 
such  Jews  as  dwelt  among  them,  with  their  wives  and  children, 
and  slew  them,  when  they  had  not  the  least  occasion  of 
complaint  against  them;  for  they  did  neither  attempt  any 
innovation  or  revolt  from  the  Romans,  nor  had  they  given 
^ny  marks  of  hatred  or  treacherous  designs  towards  the 
Syrians.     But  what  was  done  by  the  inhabitants  of  Scytho- 

i>olis  was  the  most  impious  and  most  highly  criminal  of  alH; 
or,  when  the  Jews  their  enemies  came  upon  them  from  with- 
out, they  forced  the  Jews  that  were  among  them  to  bear 
arms  against  their  own  countrymen,  which  it  is  unlawful  for 
us  to  do«;  and  when,  by  their  assistance,  they  had  joined 
battle  with  those  that  attacked  them,  and  had  beaten  them, 
after  that  victory  they  forgot  the  assurances  they  had  given 

f  Sec  Of  the  War,  B.  II.  ch.  xviii.  sect.  3. 

t  The  Jews  might  collect  this  unlawfulness  of  fighting  against  their  brethreo  from 
that  law  of  Moses,  Levit.  xix.  16.  **  Thou  shalt  not  stand  against  the  blood  of  thy 
neighbour;"  and  that,  ver.  17.  "Thou  shalt  not  avenge,  nor  bear  any  grudge, 
against  the  children  of  thy  people;  but  thou  shalt  love  thy  neighbour  as  thyself;" 
at  well  as  from  many  other  places  in  the  Pentateuch  and  Prophets.  See  Antiq.  B. 
Via.  ch.  Till.  sect.  3.  r  n 
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leir  fellow-citizens  and  confederates,  and  slew  thcni 
all,  being  in  number  many  ten  thousands  [13,000].  The 
like  miseries  were  undergone  by  those  Jews  that  were  the 
irdiabitants  of  Damascus.  But  we  have  given  a  more  accurate 
account  of  these  things  in  the  books  of  the  Jewish  war»  1 
only  mention  them  now»  because  1  would  demonstrate  to  my 
readers,  that  the  Jews' war  with  the  Romans  was  not  voluntary^ 
but  that,  for  the  main,  they  were  forced  by  necessity  to  enter 
into  It. 

7,  So  when  Gessius  had  heen  beaten,  as  we  have  said 
already,  the  principal  men  of  Jerusalem,  seeing  that  the 
robbers  and  innovators  had  arms  in  great  plenty,  and  fearing 
lest  they,  while  they  were  unprovided  of  arms,  should  be  in 
subjection  to  their  enemies,  which  also  came  to  he  the  case 
afterward  \  and,  being  informed  that  all  Galilee  had  not  yet 
revolted  from  the  Romans,  but  that  some  part  of  it  was  still 
quiet,  they  sent  me  and  two  others  of  the  priests,  who  were 
men  of  excellent  characters,  Joazar  and  Judas,  in  order  to 
persuade  the  ill  men  there  to  lay  down  their  arms,  and  to  teach 
them  this  lesson,  that  it  were  better  to  hiive  those  ai-ms 
reserved  for  the  most  courageous  men  that  the  nation  had 
[than  to  be  kept  there];  for  that  it  had  been  resolved,  that 
those  our  best  men  should  always  have  their  arms  ready 
against  futurity,  but  still  so,  that  they  should  wait  to  see 
what  the  Romans  would  do. 

8*  When  1  had  therefore  received  these  instructions,  I 
came  into  Galilee,  and  found  the  people  of  Sepphoris  in  no 
amitll  agony  about  their  country,  by  reason  that  the  Galileans 
had  resolved  to  plunder  it,  on  account  of  the  friendship  they 
had  With  the  Romans,  and  becatise  they  had  given  their 
right  hand,  and  made  a  league  with  Cestius  Gal] us,  the 
president  of  Syria*  But  I  delivered  tliem  all  out  of  the  fear 
they  were  in,  and  persuaded  the  multitude  to  deal  kindly 
with  them,  and  permitted  them  to  send  to  those  that  were 
their  own  hostages  with  Gessius  to  Dora,  which  is  a  city  of 
Phenicia,  as  often  as  they  pleased;  though  I  still  found  the 
inhabitants  of  Tiberias  ready  to  take  arms,  and  that  on  the 
occasion  following* 

iK  There  were  three  factions  in  the  city.  The  first  was 
composed  of  men  of  worth  and  gravity;  of  these  Julius 
Capelius  was  the  head.  Now  he,  as  well  as  all  his  com- 
panions, Herod  the  son  of  Miarus,  and  Herod  the  son  of 
Gamalus,  and  Compsus  the  son  of  Compsus  (for  as  to 
Campaus's  brother  Crispus,  who  had  once  been  governor  of 
the  city  under  the  great  king''  [Agrippa],  he  was  beyond 


^  ThftI  Ihii!.  Jlcrod  Apippa,  ihe  fatWr,  was  of  old  called  a  Grtat  King,  ai  here» 
appears  hy  hi&  coins  still  remiiioing  -,  to  which  Havt'rcaiDp  refers  us* 
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Jordan  in  his  own  possessions);  all  these  persons  before 
named  gave  their  advice,  that  the  city  should  then  continue 
in  their  allegiance  to  the  Romans,  and  to  the  king.  But 
Pistus,  who  was  guided  by  his  son  Justus,  did  not  acquiesce 
in  that  resolution ;  otherwise  he  was  himself  naturally  of  a 
good  and  virtuous  character.  But  the  second  faction  was 
composed  of  the  most  ignoble  persons,  and  was  determined 
for  war.  But  as  for  Justus,  the  son  of  Pistus,  who  waa  the 
head  of  the  third  faction,  although  he  pretended  to  be 
doubtful  about  going  to  war,  yet  was  he  really  desirous  of 
innovation,  as  supposing  that  he  should  gain  power  to  himself 
by  the  change  of  affairs.  He  therefore  came  into  the  midst 
of  them,  and  endeavoured  to  inform  the  multitude,  that  "  the 
city  of  Tiberias  had  ever  been  a  city  of  Galilee,  and  that  in 
the  days  of  Herod  the  tetrarch,  who  had  built  it,  it  had  obtained 
the  principal  place,  and  that  he  had  ordered  that  the  city 
Sepphoris  should  be  subordinate  to  the  city  Tiberias ;  that 
they  had  not  lost  this  pre-eminence  even  under  Agrippa  the 
father,  but  had  retained  it  until  Felix  was  procurator  of 
Judea.  But  he  told  them,  that  now  they  had  been  so  un- 
fortunate as  to  be  made  a  present  by  Nero  to  Agrippa  junior; 
and  that  upon  Sepphoris's  submission  of  itself  to  the  Romans, 
that  was  become  the  capital  city  of  GaUlee,  and  that  the 
royal  treasury  and  the  archives  were  now  removed  from 
them."  When  he  had  spoken  these  things,  and  a  great  many 
more  against  Agrippa,  in  order  to  provoke  the  people  to  a 
revolt,  he  added,  that  ''this  was  the  time  for  them  to.  take 
arms,  and  join  with  the  Galileans  as  their  confederates  (whom 
they  might  command,  and  who  would  now  willingly  assist 
them  out  of  the  hatred  they  bare  to  the  people  of  Sepphoris, 
because  they  preserved  their  fidelity  to  the  Romans),  and  to 
gather  a  great  number  of  forces  in  order  to  punish  them." 
And,  as  he  said  this,  he  exhorted  the  multitude  [to  go  to 
war]  ;  for  his  abilities  lay  in  making  harangues  to  the  people, 
and  in  being  too  hard  in  his  speeches  for  such  as  opposed 
him,  though  they  advised  what  was  more  to  their  advantage, 
and  this  by  his  craftiness  and  his  fallacies,  for  he  was  not 
unskilful  in  the  learning  of  the  Greeks,  and  in  dependence 
on  that  skill  it  was,  that  he  undertook  to  write  a  history  of 
these  affairs,  as  aiming  by  this  way  of  haranguing  to  disguise 
the  truth.  But  as  to  this  man,  and  how  ill  were  his  character 
and  conduct  of  life,  and  how  he  and  his  brother  were,  in 
great  measure,  the  authors  of  our  destruction,  I  shall  give 
the  reader  an  account  in  the  progress  of  my  narration.  So 
when  Justus  had,  by  his  persuasions,  prevailed  with  the 
citizens  of  Tiberias  to  take  arms,  nay,  and  had  forced  a  great 
many  so  to  do  against  their  will,  he  went  out,  and  set  the 
villages  that  belonged  to  Gadara  and  Hippos  on  fire ;  which 


LFFE  OF  FLAVIUS  JOSEPHUS, 


^riUages  were  situated  on  the  borders  of  Tiberias,  and  of  the 
region  of  bcythopolis. 

10.  And  this  was  the  state  Tiberias  was  now  in.  But  as 
for  Gischala,  its  affairs  were  thus :  When  John,  the  son  of 
Levi,  saw  some  of  the  citizens  much  elevated  upon  their 
revolt  from  the  Romans,  he  laboured  to  restrain  them,  and 
entreated  them,  that  they  would  keep  their  allegiance  to 
thefn.  But  he  could  not  gain  his  purpose,  although  he  did 
his  endeavonrs  to  the  utmost;  for  the  neighbouring  people 
of  Gadara,  and  Gabara,  and  Sogana,  with  the  Tyrians,  got 
together  a  great  army,  and  fell  upon  Gischala,  and  took 
Gischala  by  force,  and  set  it  on  fire ;  and  when  they  had 
I  entirely  demolished  it,  they  returned  home.  Upon  which 
John  was  so  enraged,  that  he  armed  all  his  men,  and  joined 
[battle  with  the  people  forementioned,  and  rebuilt  Gischala 
lifter  a  manner  better  than  before,  and  fortified  it  with  walls 
[for  its  future  security* 

1 L  But  Gamala  preserved  in  its  allegiance  to  the  Romans^ 

[for  the  reason  following:  Philip  the  son  of  Jacimus,  who 

I  was  their  governor  under  king  Agrippa,  had  been  unexpect- 

ledly  preserved  when  the  royal  palace  at  Jerusalem  had  been 

lliesieged ;    but,   as  he  fled  away,   liad    fallen   into  anotlier 

I  danger,  and  that  was,  of  being  killed  by  Manahem,  and  the 

robbers  that  were  with  him  ;  but  certain  Babylonians,  who 

were  of  his  kindred,  and  %vere  then  in  Jerusalem,  hindered 

,the  robbers  from  executing  their  design.     vSo  Philip  staid 

bere  four  days,  and  fled  away  on  the  fifth,  having  disguised 

"     Dlf  with  fictitious  hair,  that  he  might  not  be  discovered  ; 

I  when  he  was  come  to  one  of  the  villages  to  hiin  belonging, 

one  that  was  situated  at  the  borders  of  the  citadel  of 

imnaUi  he  sent  to  some  of  those  that  were  under  him,  and 

ftnded  them  to  come  to  him.     But  God  himself  hindered 

bat  bis  intention^  and  this  tor  his  own  advantage  also;  for 

ihad  it  not  so  happened,  he  had  certainly  perished.     For  a 

rer   having   seiised   upon   him   immediately,  he  wrote   to 

igrippa  and  Bernice,  and  gave  them  to  one  of  his  freedmen 

o  carry  them  to  Varus,  who  at  this  time  was  procurator  of 

the  kingdom,  which  the  king  and  his  sister  bad  intrusted 

them  withal,  while  they  were  gone  to  Berytus  with  an  intention 

lof  meeting  Gessius.     When  Varus  had  received  these  letters 

I  of  Philip,  and  had  learned  that  he  was  preserved,  he  was 

lirery  uneasy  at  it,  as  supposing  that  he  should  appear  useless 

to  the  king  and  his  sister,  now  Philip  was  come.     He  there- 

Ifore  produced  the  carrier  of  the  letters  before  the  multitude, 

imnd  accused  him  of  forging  the   same ;  and  said,  that  he 

fcpake  falsely  when  lie  related  that  Philip  was  at  Jerusalem, 

lighting  among  (he  Jews  against  the  Romans.     So  he  slew 

im*     And  when  this  freedman  of  Philip  did  not  return 
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again,  Philip  was  doubtful  what  should  be  the  occasion  of 
his  stay,  and  sent  a  second  messenger  with  letters,  that  he 
might,  upon  his  return,  inform  him  what  had  befallen  the 
other  that  had  been  sent  before,  and  why  he  tarried  so  long. 
Varus  accused  this  messenger  also,  when  he  came,  of  telling 
a  falsehood,  and  slew  him.  For  he  was  puffed  up  by  the 
Syrians  that  were  at  Cesarea,  and  had  great  expectations; 
for  they  said  that  Agrippa  would  be  slain  by  the  Romans 
for  the  crimes  which  the  Jews  had  committed,  and  that  he 
should  himself  take  the  government,  as  derived  from  their 
kings ;  for  Varus  was,  by  the  confession  of  all,  of  the  royal 
family,  as  being  a  descendant  of  Sohemus,  who  had  enjoyed 
a  tetrarchy  about  Libanus ;  for  which  reason  it  was  that  he 
was  puffed  up,  and  kept  the  letters  to  himself.  He  contrived, 
also,  that  the  king  should  not  meet  with  those  writings,  by 
guarding  all  the  passes,  lest  any  one  should  escape,  and 
inform  the  king  what  had  been  done.  He  moreover  slew 
many  of  the  Jews,  in  order  to  gratify  the  Syrians  of  Cesarea. 
He  had  a  mind  also  to  join  with  the  Trachonites  in  Batanea, 
and  to  take  up  arms  and  make  an  assault  upon  the  Babylonian 
Jews  that  were  at  Ecbatana;  for  that  was  the  name  they 
went  by.  He  therefore  called  to  him  twelve  of  the  Jews  of 
Cesarea,  of  the  best  character,  and  ordered  them  to  go  to 
Ecbatana,  and  inform  their  countrymen  who  dwelt  there, 
that  Varus  hath  heard,  that  "you  intend  to  march  against 
the  king ;  but,  not  believing  that  report,  he  hath  sent  us  to 
persuade  you  to  lay  down  your  arms,  and  that  this  compliance 
will  be  a  sign,  that  he  did  well  not  to  give  credit  to  those 
that  raised  the  report  concerning  you."  He  also  enjoined 
them  to  send  seventy  of  their  principal  men  to  make  a  defence 
for  them  as  to  the  accusation  laid  against  them.  So  when 
the  twelve  messengers  came  to  their  countrymen  at  Ecbatana, 
and  found  that  they  had  no  designs  of  innovation  at  all,  they 
persuaded  them  to  send  the  seventy  men  also ;  who,  not  at 
all  suspecting  what  would  come,  sent  them  accordingly.  So 
these  seventy  went  down  to  Cesarea,  together  with  the 
twelve*  ambassadors ;  where  Varus  met  them  with  the  king*s 
forces,  and  slew  them  all  together  with  the  [twelve]  ambas* 
sadors,  and  made  an  expedition  against  the  Jews  of  Ecbatana. 
But  one  there  was  of  the  seventy  who  escaped,  and  made 
haste  to  inform  the  Jews  of  their  coming ;  upon  which  they 
took  their  arms,  with  their  wives  and  children,  and  retired 
to  the  citadel  at  Gamala,  leaving  their  own  villages  full  of 
all  sorts  of  good  things,  and  having  many  ten  thousands  of 
cattle  therein.  When  Philip  was  informed  of  these  things, 
he  also  came  to  the  citadel  of  Gamala;  and  when  he  was 

*  The  famous  Jewish  numbers  of  twelve  and  seventy  are  here  remarkable* 
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ome,  the  multitude  cried  alaud,  and  desired  him  to  resume 

iie  government,  and  to  make  an  expedition  against  Varus, 

id  the  Syrians  of  Cesarea;  for  it  was  reported  that  they  had 

jllain  the  king*     But  Philip  restrained  their  zeal,  and  put 

hem  in  mind  of  the  benefits  the  king  had  bestowed  upon 

"lem;  and  told  them  how  powerful  the  Romans  were,  and 

Eiid  it  was  not  for  their  advantage  to  make  war  with  them; 

id  at  length  he  prevailed  with  them.     But  now,  when  the 

lling  was  acquainted  with  Varus's  design,  which  was  to  cut 

>fi*  the  Jews  of  Cesarea,  being  many  ten  thousands,  with 

lieir  wuFes  and  children,  and  all  in  one  day,  he  called  to  him 

Lquiculus  Modius,  and  sent  liim  to  he  Varus's  successor,  as 

re  have  elsewhere  related.     But  still  Philip  kept  possession 

'*  the  citadel  of  Gamala,  and  i*f  the  country  adjoining  to  it, 

t-hich  thereby  continued  in  their  allegiance  to  the  Romans, 

12.  Now,  as  soon  as  I  was  come  into  Galilee,  and  had 
earned  this  state  of  things  by  the  information  of  such  as  told 
of  them,  I  wrote  to  the  sanhedrim  at  Jerusalem  about 
jthem,  and  required  their  direction  what  I  should  do.     Their 
lirection  was,  that  I  should  continue  there,  and  that,  if  my 
allow -legates  were  willing,  1  should  join  with  them  in  the 
re  of  GaUIee.     But  those  my  fellow-legates,  having  gotten 
^reat  riches  from  those  tithes  which  as  priests  were  their 
lues,  and  were  given  to  thein,  determined  to  return  to  their 
5WD  country.     Yet  when  1  desired  them  to  stay  so  long,  that 
re  might  first  settle  the  public  affairs,  they  complied  with 
fie.     So   I  removed,  together  with  them,  frnra  the  city  of 
Sepphoris,  and  came  to  a  certain  village  called  Bethmaus, 
four  furlongs  distant  from  Tiberias ;  and  thence  I  sent  mes- 
engers  to  the  senate  of  Tiberias,  and  desired  that  the  prin* 
cipal  men  of  the  city  would  come  to  me  :  and  when  they  were 
come,  Justus  himself  being  also  with  them,  I  told  them,  that 
was  8ent  to  them  by  the  people  of  Jerusalem  as  a  legate, 
together  with  these  other  priests,  in  order  to  persuatle  them 
|o  demolish  that  house  which   Herod  the  tetrarch  had  built 
there,  and  which  had  the  figures  of  hving  creatures  in  it, 
llhough  our  laws  have  forbidden  us  to  make  any  such  fi- 
_  ires ;  and  I  desired,  that  they  would  give  us  leave  so  to  do 
bmmed lately*     But  for  a  good  while  Capellus  and  the  prin- 
^cipal  men  belonging  to  the  city  would  not  give  us  leave,  but 
I  were  at  length  entirely  overcome  by  us,   and  were  induced 
to  be  of  our  opinion.     So  Jesus  the  son  of  i!>apphia>;,  one  of 
those  whom  we  have  already   mentioned  as  the  leader  of  a 
i  seditious  tumult  of  mariners  and  poor  people,  prevented  us, 
and  took  with  Iiim  certain  Galileans,  and  set  the  entire  palace 
on  fire,  and  thought  he  should  get  a  great  deal  of  money 
thereby,  because  he  saw  some  of  the  roofs  gilt  with  gold» 
They  also  plundered  a  great  deal  of  the  furniture,  which  was 
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done  without  our  approbation ;  for^  after  we  had  discoursed 
with  Capellus  and  the  principal  men  of  the  city,  we  departed 
from  Bethmausy  and  went  into  the  upper  Galilee.  But  Jesus 
and  his  party  slew  all  the  Greeks  that  were  inhabitants  of 
Tiberias^  and  as  many  others  as  were  their  enemies  before 
the  war  began. 

13.  When  I  understood  this  state  of  things,  I  was  greatly 

Fro  voiced,  and  went  down  to  Tiberias,  and  took  all  the  care 
could  of  the  royal  furniture,  to  recover  all  that  could  be 
recovered  from  such  as  had  plundered  it.  They  consisted 
of  candlesticks  made  of  Corinthian  brass,  and  of  roya^  tables, 
and  of  a  great  quantity  of  uncoined  silver ;  and  I  resolved  to 
preserve  whatsoever  came  to  my  hand  for  the  king.  So  I 
sent  for  ten  of  the  principal  men  of  the  senate,  and  for  Ca- 
pellus the  son  of  Antyllus,  and  committed  the  furniture  to 
them,  with  this  charge,  that  they  should  part  with  it  to  no- 
body else  but  to  myself.  From  thence  I  and  my  fellow- 
legates  went  to  Gischala,  to  John,  as  desirous  to  know  his 
intentions,  and  soon  saw  that  he  was  for  innovations,  and 
had  a  mind  to  the  principality ;  for  he  desired  me  to  give  him 
authority  to  carry  off  that  corn  which  belonged  to  Caesar,  and 
lay  in  the  villages  of  Upper  Galilee  ;  and  be  pretended  that 
he  would  expend  what  it  came  to  in  building  the  walls  of  his 
own  city.  But  when  I  perceived  what  he  endeavoured  at, 
and  what  he  had  in  his  mind,  I  said  I  would  not  permit  him 
so  to  do ;  for  that  I  thought  either  to  keep  it  for  the  Romans, 
or  for  myself,  now  I  was  intrusted  with  the  public  affairs 
there  by  the  people  of  Jerusalem.  But,  when  he  was  not 
able  to  prevail  with  me,  he  betook  himself  to  my  fellow-le- 
gates ;  for  they  had  no  sagacity  in  providing  for  futurity,  and 
were  very  ready  to  take  bribes.  So  he  corrupted  them  with 
money  to  decree,  that  all  that  corn  which  was  within  his  pro- 
vince should  be  delivered  to  him ;  while  I,  who  was  but  one, 
was  outvoted  by  two,  and  held  my  tongue.  Then  did  John 
introduce  another  cunning  contrivance  of  his ;  for  he  said, 
that  those  Jews  who  inhabited  Cesarea  Philippi,  and  were 
shut  up  by  the  order  of  the  king's  deputy  there,  had  sent  to 
him  to  desire  him,  that,  since  they  had  no  oil  that  was  pure 
for  their  use,  he  would  provide  a  sufficient  quantity  of  such 
oil  for  them ;  lest  they  should  be  forced  to  make  use  of  oil 
that  came  from  the  Greeks,  and  thereby  transgress  their  own 
laws.  Now  this  was  said  by  John,  not  out  of  his  regard  to 
religion,  but  out  of  his  most  flagrant  desire  of  gain ;  for  he 
knew,  that  two  sextaries  were  sold  with  them  of  Cesarea  for 
one  drachma,  but  that  at  Gischala  fourscore  sextaries  were 
sold  for  four  sextaries.  So  he  gave  order  that  all  the  oil 
which  was  there  should  be  carried  away,  as  having  my  per- 
mission for  so  doing ;  which  yet  I  did  not  grant  him  volun- 
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tarily*  but  only  out  of  fear  of  the  tnultitudey  since,  if  I  had 
forbidden  him,  I  should  have  been  stoned  by  them.  When 
I  had  therefore  permitted  this  to  be  done  by  John,  he  gained 
vast  sums  of  money  by  this  his  knavery. 

14.  But  when  1  had  dismissed  my  fellow-legates,  and  sent 
them  back  to  Jerusalem,  I  took  care  to  have  arms  provided, 
and  the  cities  fortified*  And,  when  I  had  sent  for  the  most 
hardy  among  the  robbers,  I  saw  thut  it  was  not  in  my  power 
to  take  their  arms  from  them  ;  but  I  persuaded  the  multitude 
to  allow  them  money  as  pay,  and  told  tlieni  it  was  better  for 
them  to  give  them  a  little  willingly »  rather  than  to  [be  forced 
to]  overlook  them  when  they  plundered  their  goods  from 
them.  And  when  I  had  obHged  them  to  take  an  oath  not  to 
come  into  that  country,  unless  they  were  invited  to  come,  or 
else  when  they  had  not  their  pay  given  them,  I  dismissed 
them,  and  charged  them  neither  to  make  an  expedition  against 
the  llomansj  nor  against  those  their  neighbours  that  lay  round 
about  them ;  for  my  first  care  was  to  keep  Galilee  in  peace* 
So  I  was  willing  to  have  the  principal  of  the  Galileans,  in  all 
seventy,  as  hostages  for  their  fidelity,  but  still  under  the  no- 
tion of  friendship.  Accordingly,  1  made  them  my  friends 
and  companions  as  I  journeyed,  and  set  them  to  judge  causes  ? 
and  with  their  approbation  it  was  that  I  gave  my  sentencesi 
while  I  endeavoured  not  to  mistake  what  justice  required, 
and  to  keep  my  hands  clear  of  all  bribery  in  those  determi- 
nations. 

15.  I  was  now  about  the  thirtieth  year  of  my  age ;  in  which 
time  of  hfe  it  is  a  hard  thing  for  any  one  to  escape  the 
calumnies  of  the  envious,  although  he  restrain  himself  from 
fulfilling  any  unlawful  desires,  especially  where  a  person  is 
in  great  authority.  Yet  did  I  preserve  every  woman  free 
from  injuries;  and,  as  to  what  presents  were  offered  me,  I 
despised  them,  as  not  standing  in  need  of  them.  Nor  indeed 
would  I  take  those  tithes,  which  were  due  to  me  as  a  priest, 
from  those  that  brought  them.  Yet  do  I  confess,  that  I 
took  part  of  the  spoils  of  those  Syrians  which  inhabited  the 
cities  that  adjoined  to  us,  when  I  had  conquered  them,  and 
that  I  sent  them  to  my  kindred  at  Jerusalem;  although, 
when  I  twice  took  Sepphoris  by  force,  and  Tiberius  four 
times,  and  Gadara  once,  and  v.  hen  I  had  subdued  and  taken 
John,  who  often  laid  treacherous  snares  for  me,  I  did  not 
punish  [with  death]  either  him  or  any  of  the  people  fore- 
named,  as  the  progress  of  this  discourse  will  show.  And  on 
this  account,  I  supposci  it  was  that  God*",  who  is  never  un- 


^  Qor  Jo«phu«  shows,  both  here  and  Cfcrywhere.  ihat  he  was  a  most  religiouf- 
Ifiii  Doe  lliut  had  a  deep  sense  af  God  aod  hk  providcDCC  u|>od  his  mind, 
iUd  aU  his  DuinexQus  aod  wondcifwl  escapee  ajiJ  prcservaitous,  In  times 
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acquainted  with  those  that  do  as  they  ought  to  do,  delivered 

nie  still  out  of  the  hands  of  these  ray  enemies,  and  afterward 
preserved  me  when  I  fell  into  those  many  dangers  which  I 
sliall  relate  hereafter. 

10,  Now  the  multitude  of  the  Galileans  had  that  great 
kindness  for  me,  and  fidelity  to  me,  that  when  their  cities 
were  taken  by  force,  and  their  wives  and  children  carried  inta 
slavery,  they  did  not  so  chieply  lament  for  their  own  calami- 
ties, as  they  were  solicitous  for  my  preservation.  But  when 
John  saw  this,  he  envied  me,  and  wrote  to  me,  desiring  that 
I  would  give  him  leave  to  come  down,  and  make  use  of  the 
hot  baths  of  Tiberias  for  the  recovery  of  the  health  of  his 
body.  Accordingly,  I  did  not  hinder  him,  as  having  no 
suspicion  of  any  wicked  designs  of  his  ;  and  1  wrote  to  tliose 
to  whom  I  hatl  conunilted  the  administration  of  the  atFairs  of 
Tiberias  by  name,  that  they  should  provide  a  lodging  for 
John,  and  for  such  as  should  come  with  him,  and  should 
procure  hin\  what  necessaries  soever  he  should  stand  in  need 
of*  Now  at  this  time  my  abode  was  in  a  village  of  Galilee, 
which  is  named  Cana, 

17,  But  wiien  John  was  come  to  the  city  of  Tiberias,  he 
persuaded  the  men  to  revolt  from  their  tidelity  to  me,  and  to 
adhere  to  him ;  and  many  of  them  gladly  received  that  invi- 
tation of  his,  as  ever  fond  of  innovations,  and  by  nature  dis- 
posed to  changes,  and  deligliting  in  seditions  ;  but  they  were 
chiefly  Justus  and  his  fatlier  Pistus,  that  were  earnest  in 
their  revolt  from  me,  and  their  adherence  to  John.  But  I 
came  upon  them,  and  prevented  them;  for  a  messenger  had 
come  to  me  from  Silas,  whom  I  had  made  governor  of 
Tiberias,  as  I  have  said  already,  and  had  told  uie  of  the 
inclinations  of  the  people  of  Tiberias,  and  advised  me  to  make 
haste  thither;  for  that,  if  I  made  any  delay,  the  city  would 
come  under  another*s  jurisdiction.  Upon  the  receipt  of  this 
letter  of  Silas,  I  took  two  hundred  men  along  with  me,  and 
travelled  all  night,  liaving  yent  before  a  messenger  to  let  the 

feople  of  Tiberias  know  that  I  was  coming  to  them.  When 
came  near  to  the  city,  which  was  early  in  the  morning,  the 
midtitude  came  out  to  meet  me:  and  John  came  with  themy 
and  sainted  me,  hut  in  a  most  disturbed  manner,  as  being 
afraid  that  my  coming  was  to  call  him  to  an  account  for  what 
I  was  now  sensil)le  he  was  doing.  So  he,  in  great  haste, 
went  to  his  lodging.  But  when  I  was  in  the  open  place  of 
the  city,  having  dismissed  the  guards  I  had  about  me, 
excepting  one,  and  ten  armed  men  that  were  with  him,  I 
attempted  to  make  a  speech  to  the  multitude  of  the  people 


I 


I 


of  danger,  lo  God's  blessing  him,  and  taking  care  of  lum,  and  lhi&  on  accaunt  i 
fus  acrs  ol  piety,  justice,  hummiity,  and  chantyi  lo  the  Jews  Kis  bretbrcn. 
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of  Tiberias ;  and,  standing  on  a  certain  elevated  place,  I 
I  entreated  them  not  to  be  so  hasty  in  their  revolt ;  for  that 
such  a  change  in  their  behaviour  would  be  to  their  reproach, 
and  that  they  wonld  then  justly  be  suspected  by  those  that 
should  be  their  governors  hereafter,  as  if  they  were  not  likely 
I  to  be  faithful  to  them  neither, 

18.  But,  before  I  had  ispuken  all  I  designed,  I  heard  one 
of  my  own  domestics  bidding  me  come  down  ;  for  that  it  was 
not  a  proper  time  to  take  care  of  retaining  the  good  will  of 
the  people  of  Tiberias,  but  to  provide  for  my  own  safety,  and 
escape  my  enemies  there;  for  John  had  chosen  the  most 
trusty  of  those  armed  men  that  were  about  him  out  of  those 
thousand  that  he  had  with  liim,  and  had  ^iven  them  orders, 
when  he  sent  them,  to  kill  me,  having  learned  that  I  was 
alone,  excepting  some  of  my  domestics.  So  those  that  were 
sent  came  as  they  were  ordered,  and  they  had  executed  what 
they  come  about,  had  I  not  leaped  down  from  the  elevation 
I  stood  on,  and  with  one  of  my  guards,  whose  name  was 
James,  been  carried  [out  of  the  crowd]  upon  the  back  of  one 
Herod  of  Tiberias,  and  guided  by  him  down  to  the  lake, 
where  I  seized  a  ship,  and  got  into  it,  and  escaped  ray 
enemies  unexpectedly,  and  came  to  Taricheo?, 

19.  Now,  as  soon  as  the  inhabitants  of  that  city  understood 
the  perfidiousness  of  the  people  of  Tiberias*  they  were 
greatly  provoked  at  them.  So  they  snatched  up  their  arms, 
and  desired  me  to  be  their  leader  against  them;  for  they  said 
they  would  avenge  their  commander's  cause  upon  them. 
They  also  carried  the  report  of  what  had  been  done  to  me  to 
all  the  Galileans,  and  eagerly  endeavoured  to  irritate  them 
against  the  people  of  Tiberias,  and  desired  that  vast  numbers 
of  them  would  get  togetlier,  and  come  to  them,  that  they 
might  act  in  concert  with  their  commander,  what  should  be 
determined  as  fit  to  be  done.  Accordingly,  the  Galileans 
came  to  me  in  great  numbers,  from  all  parts,  with  their 
weapons,  and  besought  me  to  assault  Tiberias,  to  take  it  by 
force,  and  to  demolish  it,  till  it  lay  even  with  the  ground,  and 
then  to  make  slaves  of  its  inhabitants,  with  their  wives  and 
child ren«  Those  that  were  Josephus's  friends  also,  and  had 
escaped  out  of  Tiberias,  gave  him  the  same  advice*  But  I 
did  not  comply  with  them^  thinking  it  a  terrible  thing  to  begin 
a  civil  war  among  them ;  for  1  thought  that  this  contention 
ought  not  to  proceed  farther  than  words;  nay,  I  told  them 
that  it  was  not  for  their  own  advantage  to  do  what  they  would 
have  me  to  do,  while  the  Romans  expected  no  other  than 
thtt  we  should  destroy  one  another  by  our  mutual  seditions. 
And  by  saying  this,  I  put  a  stop  to  the  anger  of  the 
Galileatis. 

20*  But   now  John  w^as    afraid  for   himself^   since  his 
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treachery  had  proved  unsuccessful.  So  he  took  the  armed 
men  that  were  about  him,  and  removed  from  Tiberias  to 
Gischala,  and  wrote  to  me  to  apologise  for  himself  concemmg 
what  had  been  done,  as  if  it  had  been  done  without  his 
approbation,  and  desired  me  to  have  no  suspicion  of  him  to 
his  disadvantage.  He  also  added  oaths  and  certain  horrible 
curses  upon  himself,  and  supposed  he  should  be  thereby 
believed  in  the  points  he  wrote  about  to  me. 

21.  But  now  another  great  number  of  the  Galileans  came 
together  again  with  their  weapons,  as  knowing  the  man^  how 
wicked  and  how  sadly  perjured  he  was,  and  desired  me  to 
lead  them  against  him,  and  promised  me  that  they  would 
utterly  destroy  both  him  and  Gischala.  Hereupon  I  pro- 
fessed, that  I  was  obliged  to  them  for  their  readiness  to  serve 
me,  and  that  I  would  more  than  requite  that  their  good-will 
to  me.  However,  I  entreated  them  to  restrain  themselves, 
and  begged  of  them  to  give  me  leave  to  do  what  I  intended, 
which  was  to  put  an  end  to  these  troubles  without  bloodshed; 
and  when  I  had  prevailed  with  the  multitude  of  the  Galileans 
to  let  me  do  so,  1  came  to  Sepphoris. 

22.  But  the  inhabitants  of  this  city  having  determined  to 
continue  in  their  allegiance  to  the  Romans,  were  afraid  of 
my  coming  to  them,  and  tried,  by  putting  me  upon  another 
action,  to  divert  me,  that  they  might  be  freed  from  the  terror 
they  were  in.  Accordingly  they  sent  to  Jesus,  the  captain 
of  those  robbers  who  were  in  the  confines  of  Ptolemais,  and 
promised  to  give  him  a  great  deal  of  money,  if  he  would  come 
with  those  forces  he  had  with  him,  which  were  in  number 
eight  hundred,  and  fight  with  us.  Accordingly  he  complied 
with  what  they  desired,  upon  the  promises  they  had  made 
him,  and  was  desirous  to  fall  upon  us  when  we  were  unpre- 
pared for  him,  and  knew  nothing  of  his  coming  beforehand. 
So  he  sent  to  me,  and  desired  that  I  would  give  him  leave  to 
come  and  salute  me.  When  I  had  given  him  that  leave, 
which  I  did  without  the  least  knowledge  of  his  treacherous 
intentions  beforehand,  he  took  his  band  of  robbers,  and  made 
haste  to  come  to  me.  Yet  did  not  this  his  knavery  succeed 
well  at  last ;  for,  as  he  was  already  nearly  approaching,  one 
of  those  with  him  deserted  him,  and  came  to  me,  and  told  me 
what  he  had  undertaken  to  do.  When  I  was  informed  of 
this,  I  went  into  the  market-place,  and  pretended  to  know 
nothing  of  his  treacherous  purpose.  I  took  with  me  many 
Galileans  that  were  armed,  as  also  some  of  those  of  Tiberias; 
and,  when  I  had  given  orders  that  all  the  roads  should  be 
carefully  guarded,  I  charged  the  keepers  of  the  gates  to  give 
admittance  to  none  but  Jesus,  when  lie  came,  with  the  prin- 
cipal of  his  men,  and  to  exclude  the  rest ;  and  in  case  they 
aimed  to  force  themselves  in,  to  use  stripes  (in  order  to  repel 


LIFE  OF  FLAVIUS  JOSEPHIIS. 


15 


them.)    Accordingly,  those  that  had  received  such  a  charge 
frdid  as  they  were  bidden,  and  ilesus  came  in  with  a  few 

I  others ;  and  when  I  had  ordered  him  to  throw  down  his  arms 
[imediately,  and  told  him,  that  if  he  refused  so  to  do,  he  was 

Ifi  dead  man,  he,  seeing  armed  men  standing  all  round  about 
[him,  was  terrified,  and  compUed ;  and  as  for  those  of  his 
followers  that  were  excluded,  when  they  were  informed  that 
ie  was  seized,  they  ran  away,  I  then  called  Jesus  to  me  by 
f  him  self,  and  told  him,  that  "  I  was  not  a  stranger  to  that 
j  treacherous  design  he  had  against  me,  nor  was  I  ignorant  by 
livhotn  he  was  sent  for;  that,  however,  I  would  forgive  what 
ihehad  done  already,  if  he  would  repent  of  it,  and  be  faithful 
llo  me  hereafter."     And  thus,  upon  his  promise  to  do  all  that 

I I  desired,  I  let  him  go,  and  gave  him  leave  to  get  those  whom 
f}ie    had    formerly   had   with   him    together    again.     But    I 

threatened  the  inhabitants. of  Sepphoris,  that,  if  they  would 
not  leave  ofl'  their  ungrjiteful  treatment  of  me,  1  would  punish 
them  sufficiently. 

23.  At  this  time  it  was  that  two  great  men,  who  were  under 

Ithe  jurisdiction  of  the  king  (Agrippa)»  came  to  me  out  of  the 

Iregion  of  Trachonitis,  bringing  their  horses  and  their  arms, 

land  carrying  with  them  their  money  also ;  and  when  the  Jews 

Would  force  them  to  be  circumcised,  if  they  would  stay  among 

[them,  I  would  not  permit  them  to  have  any  force  put  upon 

I  them',  but  said  to  them,  **  Every  one  ought  to  worship  God 

[according  to  Ids  own  inclinations,  and  not  to  be  constrained 

[by  force;  and  that  these  men,  who  had  fled  tons  for  protec- 

ion,  ought  not  to  be  so  treated  as  to  repent  of  their  coming 

[hither/*     And  when  I  had  pacified  the  multitude,  I  provided 

for  the  men  that  were  come  to  us  whatsoever  it  was  they 

franted,  according  to  their  usual  way  of  Uving,  and  that  in 

great  plenty  also. 

24-.  Now  king  Agrippa  sent  an  army  to  make  themselves 
ItnaftteTs  of  the  citadel  of  Gamala,  and  over  it  Equiculus  Mo- 
[clius;  but  the  forces  that  were  sent  were  not  enow^  to  encom- 
|p«&8  the  citadel  quite  round,  but  lay  before  it  in  the  open 
places,  and  besieged  it.     But  when  Ebutius  the  decurion, 
[who  was  intrusted  with  tlie  government  of  the  great  plain, 
heard  that  I  was  at  Simonias,  a  village  situated  in  the  con- 
fine* of  Galilee,  and  was  distant  from  him  sixty  furlongs,  he 
[took  a  hundred  horsemen  that  were  with  him  by  night,  and 
I  a  certain  number  of  foot-men,  about  two  hundred,  and  brought 


*  JosepbQ»*d  opinion  is  here  well  worth  noting*  that  erery  one  is  to  be  pcrmiited 
10  vortbip  God  according  to  his  own  consci«QCCp  and  is  not  to  be  compelled  in 
Ltnftttcm  of  te!igtoD  ;  as  one  may  here  observe  on  the  contrary,  that  the  rust  of  the 
Mews  wtte  itiU  for  obltgin^  all  Ihose  who  married  Jew*  to  be  circumcised,  and  be- 
i  come  Jewft,  and  were  ready  to  dtjstroj  all  th&t  wouUl  not  submit  so  to  do.  See 
[  »«ct.  31  r  tod  Luke » ix.  54. 


16  LIFE  OF  FLAVIUS  JOSEPHUS. 

the  inhabitants  of  the  city  Gibea  along  with  him  as  auxiliaries, 
and  marched  in  the  night,  and  came  to  the  village  where  I 
abode.  Upon  this  I  pitched  my  camp  over-against  him,  which 
had  a  great  number  of  forces  in  it ;  but  Ebutius  tried  to  draw 
us  down  into  the  plain,  as  greatly  depending  on  his  hor8e<« 
men ;  but  we  would  not  come  down :  for  when  I  was  satisfied 
of  the  advantage  that  his  horse  would  have  if  we  came  down 
into  the  plain,  while  we  were  all  foot-men,  I  resolved  to  join 
battle  with  the  enemy  where  I  was.     Now  Ebutius  and  hia 

tarty  made  a  courageous  opposition  for  some  time ;  but  when 
e  saw  that  his  horse  were  useless  to  him  in  that  place,  he 
retired  back  to  the  city  Gibea,  having  lost  three  of  his  men 
in  the  fight.  So  I  followed  him  directly  with  two  thousand 
armed  men ;  and  when  I  was  at  the  city  Besara,  that  lay  in 
the  confines  of  Ptolemais,  but  twenty  furlongs  from  Gibea, 
where  Ebutius  abode,  I  placed  my  armed  men  on  the  out- 
side of  the  village,  and  gave  orders  that  they  should  guard 
the  passes  with  great  care,  that  the  enemy  should  not  disturb 
us,  until  we  should  have  carried  off  the  com,  a  great  quan- 
tity of  which  lay  there :  it  belonged  to  Bernice  the  queen, 
and  had  been  gathered  together  out  of  the  neighbouring  vil- 
lages into  Besara :  so  I  loaded  my  camels  and  asses,  a  great 
number  of  which  1  had  brought  along  with  me,  and  sent  the 
corn  into  Galilee.  When  I  had  done  this,  I  offered  Ebutius 
battle ;  but  when  he  would  not  accept  of  the  offer,  for  he  was 
terrified  at  our  readiness  and  courage,  1  altered  my  route,  and 
marched  towards  Neopolitanus,  because  I  had  heard  that  the 
country  about  Tiberias  was  laid  waste  by  him.  This  Neo- 
politanus was  captain  of  a  troop  of  horse,  and  had  the  cus- 
tody of  Scythopolis  intrusted  to  h)^  care  by  the  enemy ;  and 
when  I  had  hindered  him  from  doing  any  farther  mischief  to 
Tiberias,  I  set  myself  to  make  provision  for  the  affairs  of 
Galilee. 

25.  But  when  John,  the  son  of  Levi,  who,  as  we  before 
told  you,  abode  at  Gischala,  was  informed  how  all  things  had 
succeeded  to  my  mind,  and  that  I  was  much  in  favour  with 
those  that  were  under  me,  as  also  that  the  enemy  were  greatly 
afraid  of  me,  he  was  not  pleased  with  it,  as  thinking  my  pro- 
sperity tended  to  his  ruin.  So  he  took  up  a  bitter  envy  and 
enmity  against  me;  and  hoping,  that  if  he  could  inflame  those 
that  were  under  me  to  hate  me,  he  should  put  an  end  to  the 

Prosperity  I  was  in,  he  tried  to  persuade  tne  inhabitants  of 
Hberias,  and  of  Sepphoris  (and  for  those  of  Gabara  he  sup- 
posed they  would  be  also  of  the  same  mind  with  the  others), 
which  were  the  greatest  cities  of  Galilee,  to  revolt  from  their 
subjection  to  me,  and  to  be  of  his  party ;  and  told  them,  that 
he  would  command  them  better  than  1  did.  As  for  the  peo- 
ple of  Sepphoris,  who  belonged  to  neither  of  us,  because 
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they  had  chosen  to  be  in  subjection  to  the  Rotimns,  they  did 
not  comply  with  his  proposal ;  and  for  those  of  Tiberias,  they 
did  not  indeed  so  far  comply  as  to  make  »  revolt  from  under 
me,  but  they  agreed  to  be  his  friends,  while  the  inhabitants 
of  Gabara  did  go  over  to  John ;  and  it  was  Simon  that  per- 
suaded them  so  to  do,  one  who  was  both  the  principal  man 
in  the  city,  and  a  particular  friend  and  companion  t>f  John, 
It  is  true,  these  did  not  openly  own  the  making  a  revolt,  be- 
cause they  were  in  great  tear  of  the  Galileans,  and  had  fre- 
quent experience  of  the  good-will  they  bore  to  me;  yet  did 
they  privately  watch  for  a  proper  opportunity  to  lay  snares 
for  me ;  and  indeed  I  thereby  came  into  the  greatest  danger, 
on  the  occasion  following* 

26^  There  w^ere  some  bold  young  men  of  the  village  of 
Dabaritta,  w^ho  observed  that  the  wife  of  Ptoleni),  the  king's 
procurator,  was  to  make  a  progress  over  the  great  plain  with 
a  mighty  attendance,  and  with  some  horsemen  that  followed 
as  a  guard  to  them,  and  this  out  of  a  country  that  was  sub- 
ject to  the  king  and  queen,  into  the  jurisdiction  of  the  Ro- 
mans; and  fell  upon  them  on  the  sudden,  and  obliged  the 
wife  of  Ptolemy  to  fly  away,  and  plundered  all  the  carriages^ 
They  also  came  to  nie  to  Taricheir,  with  four  mules*  loading 
of  garments,  and  other  furniture;  and  the  weight  of  the  sil- 
ver they  brought  was  not  small,  and  there  were  five  hundred 
pieces  of  gold  also.  Now  I  had  a  mind  to  preserve  these 
spoils  for  Ptolemy,  who  was  my  countryman ;  and  it  is  pro- 
hibited "*  us  by  our  laws  even  to  spoil  our  enemies  ;  so  I  said 
to  those  that  brought  these  spoils,  that  tliey  ought  to  be 
kept  in  order  to  rebuild  the  walls  of  Jerusalem  with  them, 
when  they  came  to  be  sold.  But  the  young  men  took  it  very 
ill  that  they  did  not  receive  a  part  of  these  spoils  tor  them* 
selves,  as  they  expected  to  have  done ;  so  they  went  among 
the  villages,  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Tiberias,  and  told  the 
people,  that  I  was  going  to  betray  their  country  to  the  Ro- 
mans, and  that  I  used  deceitful  language  to  them,  when  I  said, 
that  what  had  been  thus  gotten  by  rapine  should  be  kept 
for  the  rebuilding  of  the  walls  of  the  city  of  Jerusalem  ;  al- 
though I  had  resolved  to  restore  these  spoils  again  to  their 

*  Horn  Josephtis  coutd  say  here  thit  the  .f  ewUh  laws  forbade  them  to  '*  spoil  even 
their  eoemies/'  while  yet,  a  little  before  hii  time,  our  Saviour  had  mentioned  it  as 
tbtfl  &  current  maxim  with  (hem,  **  J'hou  fhall  love  thy  neighhour,  aod  hate  ihlne 
eoemv/'  Mttt.  v.  43,  is  worth  our  inquiry.  I  take  it  that  Juiephui,  having  betin 
now  for  many  year%  an  Ebiooite  Chnsiian,  had  tearued  this  interpretation  of  the  law 
of  Mmm  frooi  Chriil,  whom  he  owned  for  the  true  Mesfriah^  as  it  follows  in  thr  3uc- 
cc«dtii|(  ▼ersea,  which  though  be  might  not  read  in  St.  Matthew*!  goftpeKytt  mighl 
b«  hniMi  read,  much  the  same  exposition  in  their  own  Ebiooite  or  Nuzarene  i^ospe 
itaeVf ;  of  irhich  improvements  made  by  Josepbus,  after  he  was  become  »  C'hri»tiAQ, 
we  have  already  had  several  examoles  in  this  his  life,  sect*  3.  13.  15.  19.  21.  23. 

1  ahall  have  laaoy  more  therein  Wfore  its  conclution,  as  well  as  we  have  them 

i  in  all  his  latter  writings. 
VOL.  I.  C 
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former  owner.  And  indeed  they  were  herein  not  mistaken 
as  to  my  intentions ;  for  when  I  had  gotten  clear  of  them,  I 
sent  for  two  of  the  principal  men,  Dassion,  and  Janneus  the 
son  of  Levi,  persons  that  were  among  the  chief  friends  of  the 
king,  and  commanded  them  to  take  the  furniture  that  had 
been  plundered,  and  to  send  it  to  him;  and  I  threatened 
that  1  would  order  them  to  be  put  to  death  by  way  of  punish- 
ment, if  they  discovered  this  my  command  to  any  other  per- 
son. 

27.  Now,  when  all  Galilee  was  filled  with  this  rumour, 
that  their  country  was  about  to  be  betrayed  by  me  to  the 
Romans,  and  when  all  men  were  exasperated  against  me, 
and  ready  to  bring  me  to  punishment,  the  inhabitants  of 
Taricheae  did  also  themselves  suppose  that  what  the  young 
men  said  was  true,  and  persuaded  my  guards  and  armed  men 
to  leave  me  when  I  was  asleep,  and  to  come  presently  to  the 
hippodrome,  in  order  there  to  take  counsel  against  me  their 
commander.  And,  when  they  had  prevailed  with  them, 
and  they  were  gotten  together,  they  found  there  a  great 
company  assembled  already,  who  all  joined  in  one  clamour, 
to  bring  the  man  who  was  so  wicked  to  them  as  to  betray 
them,  to  his  due  punishment ;  and  it  was  Jesus,  the  son  of 
Sapphias,  who  principally  set  them  on.  He  was  ruler  in 
Tiberias,  a  wicked  man,  and  naturally  disposed  to  make 
disturbances  in  matters  of  consequence ;  a  seditious  person 
he  was  indeed,  and  an  innovator  beyond  every  body  else. 
He  then  took  the  laws  of  Moses  into  his  hands,  and  came 
into  the  midst  of  the  people,  and  said, ''  O  my  fellow-citizens ! 
if  you  are  not  disposed  to  hate  Josephus  on  your  own  account, 
have  regard,  however,  to  these  laws  of  your  country,  which 
your  commander  in  chief  is  going  to  betray ;  hate  him  there- 
fore on  both  these  accounts,  and  bring  the  man  who  hath 
acted  thus  insolently,  to  his  deserved  punishment." 

28.  When  he  had  said  this,  and  the  multitude  had  openly 
applauded  him  for  what  he  had  said,  he  took  some  of  the 
armed  men,  and  made  haste  away  to  the  house  in  which  I 
lodged,  as  if  he  would  kill  me  immediately,  while  I  was  wholly 
insensilDle  of  all  till  this  disturbance  happened;  and,  by 
reason  of  the  pains  1  had  been  taking,  was  fallen  fast  asleep. 
But  Simon,  who  was  intrusted  with  the  care  of  my  body, 
and  was  the  only  person  that  stayed  with  me,  and  saw  the 
violent  incursion  the  citizens  made  upon  me,  awaked  me,  and 
told  me  of  the  danger  I  was  in,  and  desired  me  to  let  him  kill 
me,  that  I  might  die  bravely,  and  like  a  general,  before  my 
enemies  came  in,  and  forced  me  [to  kill  myself],  or  killed  roe 
themselves.  Thus  did  he  discourse  to  me ;  but  I  committed 
the  care  of  mv  life  to  God,  and  made  haste  to  go  out  to  the 
multitude.     Accordingly,  I  put  on  a  black  garment,  and  hung 
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tny  sword  at  my  neck>  and  went  by  such  a  different  way  to 

bthe  hippodrome,  wherein  I  thought  none  of  my  adversaries 

l^ould  meet  me ;  so  I  appeared  among  them  on  the  sudden, 

land  fell  down  flat  on  tlie  earth,  and  bedewed  the  ground 

Lirith  my  tears :  then  I  seemed  to  them  all  an  object  of  com- 

lipasBton.     And  when  I  perceived  the  change  that  was  made 

jm  the  multitude,  I  tried  to  divide  their  opinions,  before  the 

[armed  men  should  return  from  my  house;  so  I  granted  them 

[that  I  had  been  as  wicked  as  they  supposed  me  to  be;  hut 

Btill  I  entreated  them  to  let  me  first  inform  them  for  what 

Juse  I  had  kept  that  money  which  arose  from  the  plunder,  and 

I  that  they  might  then  kill  me  if  they  pleased :  and,  upon  the 

nniltitude*s  ordering  me  to  speak ♦  the  armed  men  came  upon 

line,  and  when  they  saw  me,  they  ran  to  kill  me  ;  but,  when 

the  multitude  bid  them  hold  their  hands,  they  complied*  and 

expected  that  as  soon  as  1  should  own  to  them  that  I  kept 

the  money  for  the  king,  it  would  be  looked  on  as  a  confession 

jf  my  treason,  and  they  should  then  be  allowed  to  kill  me, 

29.  When,  therefore,  silence  was  made  by  the  whole 
nuhitude,  I  spake  thus  to  them:  **  O  my  countrymen!  I 
^refuse  not  to  die,  if  justice  so  require.  However,  I  am 
lesirous  to  tell  you  the  truth  of  this  matter  before  I  die;  for 
Ibs  I  know  that  this  city  of  yours  [Tarichete]  was  a  city  of 
threat  hospitaUty,  and  filled  with  abundance  of  such  men  as 
liave  left  their  own  countries,  and  are  come  hither  to  be 
tpartakers  of  your  fortune  whatever  it  be,  I  had  a  mind  to 
Lbuild  walls  about  it,  out  of  this  money,  for  which  you  are  so 
mgry  with  me,  while  yet  it  was  to  be  expended  in  building 
jTOur  own  walls."  Upon  my  saying  this,  the  people  of 
raricheje  and  the  strangers  cried  out,  that  **  they  gave  me 
Lihanks,  and  desired  me  to  be  of  good  courage."  Although 
Uhe  Galileans  and  the  people  of  Tiberias  continued  in  their 
I  wrath  against  me,  insomuch  that  there  arose  a  tumult  among 
Itbem,  while  some  threatened  to  kill  me,  and  some  hid  me  not 
[regard  them;  hut  when  I  promised  them  that  I  would  build 
jlbcm  walls  at  Tiberias,  and  at  other  cities  that  wanted  them, 
Llliey  gave  credit  to  what  1  promised,  and  returned  every  one 
[to  his  own  home.  So  I  escaped  the  forementioned  danger, 
[beyond  all  my  hopes,  and  returned  to  my  own  house  ac- 
Icompanied  with  my  friends,  and  twenty  armed  men  also. 

SO.  However,  these  robbers  and  other  authors  of  this 
[lumult,  who  were  afraid  on  their  own  account,  lest  I  should 
IpuniKh  them  for  what  they  had  done,  took  six  hundred 
farmed  wen,  and  came  to  the  house  where  I  abode,  in  order 
'  to  set  it  on  fire.  When  this  their  insult  was  told  me,  I 
Uiought  it  indecent  for  me  to  run  away,  and  I  resolved  to 
Lexpo&e  myself  to  danger,  and  to  act  with  some  b<»]duess ;  so 
|l  ga?e  orders  to  shut  the  doors,  and  went  up  into  an  upper 
'  c2 


so 
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room,  and  desired  that  they  would  send  some  of  their  men  in 
to  receive  the  money  [from  the  spoils] ;  for  I  told  them  they 
would  then  have  no  occasion  to  be  angry  with  me;  and  when 
they  had  sent  in  one  of  the  hohlest  of  them  all,  I  had  him 
whipped  severely,  and  I  commanded  that  one  of  his  hands 
should  be  cut  off,  and  hung  about  his  neck ;  and  in  this  case 
was  lie  put  out  to  those  that  sent  him.     At  which  procedure 
of  mine  they  were  greatly  affrighted,  and  in  no  small  con- 
i»ternation,  and  were  afraid  that  they  should  themselves  be 
I  served  in  like  manner,  if  they  stayed  there  :  for  they  supposed 
I  that  I  had  in  the  house  more  armed  men  than  they  had  them- 
selves ;  so  they  ran  away  inimediately,  while  I,  by  the  use  of 
this  stratagem,  escaped  this  their  second  treacherous  design 
[against  me. 

31.  But  there  were  still  some  that  irritated  the  multitude 
I  against  me,  and  said  that  those  great  men  that  belonged  to 
the  king,  ought  not  to  be  suffered  to  live,  if  they  would  not 
f  change  their  religion  to  the  religion  of  those  to  whom  they 
'  fled  for  safety ;  tney  spake  reproachfully  of  them  also,  and 
Baid,  that  they  were  wizards  ^,  and  such  as  called  in  the 
Romans  upon  them.  So  the  nndtitude  was  soon  deluded  by 
such  plausible  pretences  as  were  agreeable  to  their  own 
inclinations,  and  were  prevailed  on  by  theni.  But  when  I 
was  informed  of  this,  I  instructed  the  multitude  again,  that 
those  that  fled  to  them  for  refuge  ought  not  to  he  persecuted  ; 
1  also  laughed  at  the  allegation  about  witchcraft",  and  told 
them  that  the  Romans  would  not  maintain  so  many  ten 
thousand  soldiers,  if  they  could  overcome  their  enemies  by 
wizards.  Upon  my  saying  this,  the  people  assented  for  a 
while  J  but  they  returned  afterwards,  as  irritated  by  some  ill 
people,  against  the  great  men  *,  nay,  they  once  made  an 
assault  upon  the  house  in  which  they  dwelt  at  Tarichea?,  in 
order  to  kill  them;  which  when  I  was  informed  of,  I  was 
afraid  lest  so  horrid  a  crime  should  take  effect,  and  nobody 
else  would  make  that  city  their  refuge  any  more.  I  therefore 
came  myself,  and  some  others  with  me,  to  the  house  where 
these  great  men  lived,  and  locked  their  doors,  and  had  a 
trench  drawn  from  their  house  leading  to  the  lake,  and  sent 
for  a  ship,  and  embarked  therein  with  them,  and  sailed  to  the 
confines  of  Hippos  :  I  also  paid  them  the  value  of  their  horses; 
nor  in  such  a  flight  could  I  have  their  horses  brought  to 
them.  I  then  dismissed  them,  and  beggecl  of  them  earnestly 
that  they  would  courageously  bear  this  distress  which  befell 
them.  I  was  also  myself  greatly  displeased  that  I  was  com^ 
pelled  to  expose  those  that  had  fled  to  me,  to  go  again  into 


I 


*  Here  we  may  observe  the  vulgar  Jewish  nations  of  v^achcraft;  but  that 
Joiephus  was  too  %vi&«  to  give  any  countenance  to. 
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enemy's  country;  yet  did  I  think  it  more  eligible  that 
Jcy  should  perish  among  the  Romans,  if  it  should  so  happen, 
san  in  the  country  that  was  under  rny  jurisdiction.  However^ 
bey  escaped  at  length,  and  king  Agrippa  forgave  them  their 
Tences.  And  this  was  the  conclusion  of  what  concerned 
tiese  men, 

S2*  But  as  for  the  inhabitants  of  the  city  of  Tiberias,  they 
rrote  to  the  king,  and  desired  him  to  send   ihem  forces 
ifficient  to  be  guard  to  their  country ;  for  that  they  were 
lesirous  to  come  over  to  him  .-  this  was  what  they  wrote  to 
pim.     But  when  I  came  to  them,  they  desired  me  to  build 
leir  walls,  as   I   had  promised  them  to  do ;  for  they  had 
jleard   that  the  walls   of  Tarichefe  were   already  built,     I 
reed  to  the  proposal  accordingly ;  and  when  I  had  made 
reparation   for   the   entire   building,   I  gave  order  to  the 
rchitects  to  go  to  work  ;  but  on  the  third  day,  when  I  was 
>ne  to  Taricheae,  which  was  thirty  furlongs  distant  from 
Tiberias,  it  so  fell  out,   that  some  Roman  horsemen  were 
jBscovered  on  their  march,  not  far  from  the  city,  which  made 
;  to  be  supposed  that  the  forces  were  come  from  the  king ; 
kpon  which  they  shouted,  and  lifted  up  tlieir  voices  in  com- 
Hendations  of  the  king,  and  in  reproaches  against  me.     Here- 
Ipon  one  came  running  to  me,  and    told    me  what   their 
inns  were,  and  tliat  they  had  resolved  to  revolt  from 
»u  hearing  which  news  I   was  very  much  alarmed; 
}T  I  had  already  sent  away  my  armed  men  from  Tarichese 
their  own  homes,  because  the  next  day  was  our  sabbath; 
>r  I  would  not  have  the  people  of  Taricheae  disturbed  [on 
'lat  day]  by  a  multitude  of  soldiers;  and  indeed,  whenever 
sojourned  at  that  city,  I  never  took  any  particular  care  for 
fti  1  about  my  own  body,  because  I  had  had  frequent 

jii  s  of  the  fidelity  its  inhabitants  bore  to  me,     I  had 

ttow  ahuut  me  no  more  than  seven  armed  men,  besfides  some 
riendsj  and  was  doubtful  what  to  do ;  for  to  send  to  recall 
Jiy  own  forces  I  did  not  think  proper,  because  the  present 
lay  was  almost  over  ?  and  had  those  forces  been  with  me,  I 
could  not  take  up  arms  on  the  next  day,  because  our  laws 
'^rbade  us  so  to  do,  even  though  our  necessity  should  be 
^ery  great ;  and  if  I  should  permit  the  people  of  Tariches?, 
fctne  strangers  with  them,  to  guard  the  city,  I  saw  that 
'  would  not  be  sufficient  for  that  purpose,  and  I  perceived 
iat  I  should  be  obliged  to  delay  my  assistance  a  great  while; 
jr  I  thought  with  myself  that  the  forces  that  came  from  the 
Iting  would  prevent  me,  and  that  I  should  be  driven  out  of 
Ibe  city,  I  considered  therefore,  how  to  get  clear  of  these 
fftjrces  by  a  stratagem;  so  I  immediately  placed  those  my  friends 
of  Tarichese,  on  whom  I  could  best  confide,  at  the  gates,  to 
those  very  carefully  who  went  out  at  those  gates;  I 
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also  called  to  me  the  heads  of  families,  and  bid  every  one  of 
them  to  seize  upon  a  ship^  to  go  on  board  it  and  to  take  a 
master  with  them,  and  follow  him  to  the  city  of  Tiberias.  I 
also  myself  went  on  board  one  of  those  ships,  with  my 
friends,  and  the  seven  armed  men  already  mentioned,  and 
sailed  for  Tiberias. 

33.  But  now,  when  the  people  of  Tiberias  perceived  that 
there  were  no  forces  come  from  the  king,  and  yet  saw  the 
whole  lake  full  of  ships,  they  were  in  fear  what  would  become 
of  their  city,  and  were  greatly  terrified,  as  supposing  that 
the  ships  were  full  of  men  on  board  ;  so  then  they  changed 
their  minds,  and  threw  down  their  weapons,  and  met  me 
with  their  wives  and  children,  and  made  acclamations  to  me 
with  great  commendations ;  for  they  imagined  that  I  did  not 
know  their  former  inclinations  [to  have  been  against  me] ;  so 
they  persuaded  me  to  spare  the  city.  But  when  I  was  come 
near  enough,  I  gave  order  to  the  masters  of  the  ships  to  cast 
anchor  a  good  way  off  the  land,  that  the  people  of  Tiberias 
might  not  perceive  that  the  ships  had  no  men  on  board ;  but 
I  went  nearer  to  the  people  in  one  of  the  ships,  and  rebuked 
them  for  their  folly,  and  that  they  were  so  fickle  as,  without 
any  just  occasion  in  the  world,  to  revolt  from  their  fideUty  to 
me.  However,  I  assured  them,  that  I  would  entirely  forgive 
them  for  the  time  to  come,  if  they  would  send  ten  of  the 
ringleaders  of  the  multitude  to  me  ;  and  when  they  complied 
readily  with  this  proposal,  and  sent  me  the  men  forementioned, 
I  put  them  on  board  a  ship,  and  sent  them  away  to  TarichesBi 
and  ordered  them  to  be  kept  in  prison. 

34.  And  by  this  stratagem  it  was,  that  I  gradually  got  all 
the  senate  of  Tiberias  into  my  power,  and  sent  them  to  the 
city  forementioned,  with  many  of  the  principal  men  among 
the  populace,  and  those  not  fewer  in  number  than  the  other. 
But,  when  the  multitude  saw  into  what  great  miseries  they 
had  brought  themselves,  they  desired  me  to  punish  the 
author  of  this  sedition :  his  name  was  Clitus,  a  young  man, 
bold  and  rash  in  his  undertakings.  Now,  since  I  thought  it 
not  agreeable  to  piety  to  put  one  of  my  own  people  to  death, 
and  yet  found  it  necessary  to  punish  him,  I  ordered  Levi, 
one  of  my  own  guards,  to  go  to  him,  and  cut  off  one  of  Clitus's 
hands ;  but  as  he  that  was  ordered  to  do  this,  was  afraid  to 
go  out  of  the  ship  alone,  among  so  great  a  multitude,  I  was 
not  willing  that  the  timorousness  of  the  soldier  should  appear 
to  the  people  of  Tiberias.     So  I  called  to  Clitus  himself,  and 

®  In  this  section,  as  well  as  sect.  18.  and  sect.  33.  those  small  vessels  that  sailed 
on  the  sea  of  Galilee,  are  called  by  Josephus  Ni^ec  and  IlXoca,  and  £Ka0f|,  t.  «• 
plainly  shipi ;  so  that  we  need  not  wonder  at  our  Evangelists,  who  still  call  them 
ships ;  nor  ought  we  to  render  them  boats,  as  some  do.  Their  number  was  in  all 
230,  as  we  learn  from  our  author  elsewhere,  Of  the  War,  B.  II.  ch.  xxi.  sect.  8i 
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lim,  **  Since  thou  deservest  to  lose  both  thine  hands 
for  thy  ingratitude  to  me,  be  thou  thine  own  executioner,  lest, 
if  thou  refusest  so  to  be,  thou  undergo  a  worse  punishment," 
And,  when  he  earnestly  begged  of  me  to  spare  him  one  of 
his  hands,  it  was  with  difficulty  that  I  granted  it.  So,  in 
order  to  prevent  the  loss  of  both  his  hands,  he  willingly  took 
his  sword »  and  cut  off  his  own  left  hand ;  and  this  put  an 
end  to  the  sedition. 

35.  Now  the  men  of  Tiberias »  after  I  was  gone  to  Taricheas 
perceived  what  stratagem  I  had  used  against  them,  and  they 
admired  how  1  had  put  an  end  to  their  foolish  sedition, 
without  shedding  of  blood*  But  now,  when  I  had  sent  for 
same  of  those  multitudes  of  the  people  of  Tiberias  out  of 
prison,  among  whom  were  Justus  and  his  father  Pistus,  I 
made  tliem  to  sup  with  me  ;  and  during  our  supper-time  I 
aatd  to  them,  that  I  knew  the  power  of  the  Romans  was 
^Mperior  to  ail  others,  but  did  not  say  so  [publicly]  because 
^B  the  robbers.  So  I  advised  them  to  do  as  I  did,  and  to 
wait  for  a  proper  opportunity,  and  not  to  be  uneasy  at  my  being 
tbeir  commander  ;  for  that  they  could  not  expect  to  have 

K other  who  would  use  the  like  moderation  that  I  had  done, 
ilso  put  Justus  in  mind  how  the  Galileans  had  cut  off  his 
other's  bands,  before  ever  1  came  to  Jerusalem,  upon  an 
cusation  laid  against  him,  as  if  he  had  been  a  rogue,  and 
had  forged  some  letters  ;  as  also  how  the  people  of  Gamala, 
in  a  sedition  they  raised  against  the  Babylonians,  after  the 
depnrture  of  Pljilip,  slew  Chares,  who  was   a  kinsman   of 
Philip,  and  withal  how  they  had  wisely  punished  Jesus,  his 
J|cotber  Justus's   sister's  husband,   [with   death].     When  I 
^^d  said  this  to  them  during  supper-time,  I  in  the  morning 
^Sdered  Justus,  and  all  the  rest  that  were  in  prison,  to  be 
loosed  out  of  it,  and  sent  away. 
^JWi.   But  before  this,  it  happened  that  Philip,  the  son  of 
1U8,  went  out  of  the  citadel  of  Gamala  upon  the  following 
on:  When  Philip  had  been  informed  that  Varus  was 
It  of  his  government  by  king  Agrippa,  and  that  Modiua 
Equiculus,  a  man  that  was  of  old  his  friend  and  companion, 
wa«  come  to  succeed  him»  he  wrote  to  him,  and  related  what 
turns  of  fortune  he  had  had.  and  desired  him  to  forward  the 

Kters  he  sent  to  the  king  and  queen.  Now,  when  Modius 
d  received  these  letters,  he  was  exceedingly  glad,  and 
«cnt  the  letters  to  the  king  and  queen,  who  were  then  about 
Berytus.  But  when  king  Agrippa  knew  that  the  story  about 
Pliilip  was  false  (for  it  had  been  given  out,  that  the  Jews  had 
begun  a  war  with  the  Romans,  and  that  this  Philip  had  been 
their  commander  in  tliat  war),  he  sent  sotne  horsemen  to 
conduct  Philip  to  him,  and,  when  he  was  come,  he  saluted 
very  obligingly,  and  showed  him  to  the  Roman  com- 
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inanders,  and  told  them  that  this  was  the  man  of  whom  the 
report  had  gone  about  as  if  he  liad  revolted  from  the  Romans. 
He  also  bid  hirn  to  take  some  horsemen  with  him,  and  to  go 
quickly  to  the  citadel  of  Gamala,  and  to  bring  out  ihence  all 
his  domestics,  and  to  restore  the  Babylonians  to  Batanea 
again.  He  also  gave  it  him  in  charge  to  take  all  possible 
care  that  none  of  his  subjects  should  be  guilty  of  making  any 
innovation.  Accordingly,  upon  these  directions  from  the 
king,  he  made  haste  to  do  what  he  was  commanded, 

37.  Now  there  was  one  Joseph,  die  son  of  a  female  phy- 
sician, who  excited  a  great  many  young  men  to  join  with  him. 
He  also  insolently  addressed  himself  to  the  principal  persons 
at  Gamala,  and  persuaded  them  to  revolt  from  the  king,  and 
take  up  arms,  and  gave  them  hopes  that  they  should,  by  his 
fmeans,  recover  their  liberty.     And  some  they  forced  into 
Hhe  service  ;  and  those  that  would  not  acquiesce  in  what  they 
'had  resolved  on,  they  slew.     They  also  slew  Chares,  and 
>%'\ih  him  Jesus,  one  of  his  kinsmen,  and  a  brother  of  Justus 
f  of  Tiberias,  as  we  have  already  said.     Those  of  Gamala  also 
] wrote  to  me,  desiring  me  to  send  them  an  armed  force,  and 
rn-orkmen  to  raise  up  the  walls  of  their  city;  nor  did  I  reject 
'either  of  their  requests.     The  region  of  Gauhanitis  did  also 
^revolt  from  the  king,  as  far  as  the  village  of  Solyma.     I  also 
^huilt  a  wall  about  Seleucia  and  Soganni,  w^hich  are  villages 
naturally   of  very   great    strength.       Moreover,    I,   in   like 
'manner,  w^alled   several  villages  of  Upper  Galilee,  though 
they  were  very  rocky   of  themselves.    Their  names  are, 
Jamnia,  and  Meroth,  and  Achabare.     I  also  fortified,  in  the 
Jjower  Galilee,  the  cities  Taricheas,  Tiberias,  Sepphoris,  and 
the  villages,  the  cave  of  Arbela,  Bersobe,  Selamin,  Jotapata, 
Caphareccho,  and   Sigo,  and  Japha,  and  Jlount  Tabor  ^'. 
I  also  laid  up  a  great  quantity  of  corn  in  these  places,  and 
arms  withal,  that  might  be  for  their  security  afterw^ard. 

38.  But  the  hatred  that  John,  the  son  of  Levi,  bore  to  me, 
grew  now  more  violent,  while  he  could  not  bear  my  prosperity 
with  patience.  So  he  proposed  to  himself,  by  all  means 
possible  to  make  away  with  me,  and  built  the  walls  of 
Gischala,  which  was  the  place  of  his  nativity.  He  then  sent  ^ 
his  brother  Simon,  and  Jonathan  the  son  of  Sisenna,  and  fl 
about  a  hundred  armed  men,  to  Jerusalem,  to  Simon  the 
son  of  Gamaliel*",  in  order  to  persuade  him  to  induce  the 
commonalty  of  Jerusalem  to  take  from  me  the  government 

P  Part  of  these  foruficatioDs  oa  "Mount  Tabor  miy  be  those  slill  Tem&ioiDg»  aod 
which  were  seen  lau-ly  by  Mr.  [Maundrel.     Sec  his  Traveb,  p,  1 12. 

*»  This  Gamaliel  may  be  the  very  same  that  is  meutionetf  by  th«  rabbins  in  the 
^TiKhnu,  in  Juchasin.  and  in  Porta  Mosis,  as  is  observed  in  the  Latin  Qoies.  He 
rntghtbe  also  that  Gamaliel  II.  whose  grandfuther  was  Ciamaliel  L,  who  is  meotioDed 
Acts,  V,  34.  and  at  whose  feet  St*  Paul  uhu  briwght  »*/!♦  Acts,  xxii*  3.  Sec  ^  " 
It  the  year  4  ly. 
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over  the  Galileans,  and  to  give  their  suffrages  for  conferring 
rtliat  authority  upon  liim.  This  Simon  was  of  the  city 
Jerusalem t  and  of  a  very  nohle  family,  of  the  sect  of  the 
|Ph^risees,  which  are  supposed  to  excel  others  in  the  accurate 
knowledge  of  the  laws  of  their  country*  He  was  a  man  of 
jfreat  wisdom  and  reason,  and  capable  of  restoring  public 
ittairs  by  his  prudence,  when  they  were  in  an  ill  posture. 
'le  was  also  an  old  friend  and  companion  of  John;  but  at 
lat  time  he  had  a  ditterence  with  nie,  Wlien  therefore  he 
lad  received  such  an  exhortation,  he  persuaded  the  high- 
toriestai  Ananus,  and  Jesus  the  son  of  Gamala,  and  some 
cithers  of  the  same  seditious  faction,  to  cut  me  down,  now  I 
van  growing  so  great,  and  not  to  overlook  me  while  I  was 
Iggrandising  myself  to  the  height  of  glory;  and  he  said, 
"lat  it  would  be  for  the  advantage  of  the  Galileans,  if  I 
rere  deprived  of  my  government  there*  Ananus  also,  and 
lis  friends,  desired  them  to  make  no  delay  about  the  matter, 
?8t  I  should  get  the  knowledge  of  what  was  doing  too  soon, 
ind  should  come  and  make  an  assault  upon  the  city  with  a 
great  army.  This  was  the  counsel  of  Simon;  but  Ananus 
Bbihe  high-priest  demonstrated  to  them,  that  this  was  not  an 
Hpasy  thing  to  be  done,  because  many  of  the  high-priests  and 
^Bf  the  rulers  of  the  people  bore  witness  that  I  had  acted  like 
^^in  excellent  general,  and  that  it  was  the  work  of  ill  men  to 

accuse  one  against  whom  they  had  nothing  to  say. 
^m  39.  When  Simon  heard  Ananus  say  this,  he  desired  that 
^^ue  messengers  would  conceal  the  thing,  and  not  let  it  come 
^■^ng  many;  for  that  he  would  take  care  to  have  Josephus 
^Hlnoved  out  of  Galilee  very  quickly*  So  he  called  for  John's 
brother  [Simon,]  and  charged  him,  that  they  should  send 
r presents  to  Ananus  and  his  friends;  for,  as  he  said,  they 
light  probably  by  that  means  persuade  them  to  change  their 
'ids.  And  indeed  Simon  did  at  length  thus  compass  what 
limed  at;  for  Ananus,  and  those  with  him,  being  corrupted 
ibes,  agreed  to  expel  me  out  of  Galilee,  without  making 
rest  of  the  citizens  acquainted  with  what  they  were  doing. 
Lccordingly  they  resolved  to  send  men  of  distinction  as  to 
"leir  families,  and  of  distinction  as  to  their  learning  also* 
Two  of  these  were  of  the  populace,  Jonathan'  and  Ananias, 
Dy  sect  Pharisees;  while  the  third,  Jozar,  was  of  the  stock 
)f  the  priests,  and  a  Pharisee  also ;  and  Simon,  the  last  of 
"fiem,  was  of  the  youngest  of  the  high-priests.  These  had 
given  them  in  charge,  that,  when  they  were  come  to  the 
multitude  of  the  Galileans,  they  should  ask  them,  what  was 
^Ihe  reason  of  their  love  to  me  t  and  if  they  said,  that  it  was 


Jliii  Jofiaihan  t*  also  taken  notice  flf  in  iHc  lAtm  notes,  15  ihc  lame  thai  is 


so  LIFE  OF  FLAVIUS  JOSEPHUS. 

because  I  was  born  at  Jerusalem^  that  they  ahould  leidy, 
that  they  four  were  all  bom  at  the  same  place ;  and  if  uuj 
should  say,  it  was  because  I  was  well  versed  in  their  law,  thej 
should  reply,  that  neither  were  they  unacquainted  with  the 
practices  of  their  country ;  but  if,  besides  toese,  they  should 
say,  they  loved  me  because  I  was  a  priest,  they  ahould  reply, 
that  two  of  these  were  priests  also. 

40.  Now,  when  they  had  given  Jonathan  and  his  oomps- 
nions  these  instructions,  they  gave  them  forty  thousiuid 
[drachmae]  out  of  the  public  money :  but  when  they  heard 
that  there  was  a  certain  Galilean  that  then  sojourned  at 
Jerusalem,  whose  name  was  Jesus,  who  had  about  him  a 
band  of  six  hundred  armed  men,  they  sent  for  him,  and  mve 
him  three  months*  pay,  and  gave  him  orders  to  fmiow 
Jonathan  and  his  companions,  and  be  obedient  to  them. 
They  also  gave  money  to  three  hundred  men  tliat  were  citisens 
of  Jerusalem,  to  maintain  them  all,  and  ordered  them  also  to 
follow  the  ambassadors ;  and  when  they  had  complied,  and 
were  gotten  ready  for  the  march,  Jonathan  and  his  com- 
panions went  out  with  them,  having  along  with  them  John's 
brother,  and  a  hundred  armed  men.  The  charge  that  was 
given  them  by  those  that  sent  them  was  this :  that  if  I  would 
voluntarily  lay  down  my  arms,  they  should  send  me  alive  to 
the  city  of  Jerusalem,  but  that,  in  case  1  opposed  them,  they 
should  kill  me,  and  fear  nothing ;  for  that  it  was  their  com* 
mand  for  them  so  to  do.  They  also  wrote  to  John  to  make 
all  ready  for  fighting  me,  and  gave  order  to  the  inhabitants 
of  Sepphoris  and  Gabara,  and  Tiberias,  to  send  auxiliaries 
to  John. 

41.  Now,  as  my  father  wrote  me  an  account  of  this  (for 
Jesus  the  son  of  Gamala,  who  was  present  in  that  council,  a 
friend  and  companion  of  mine,  told  him  of  it,)  I  was  very  much 
troubled,  as   discovering   thereby,  that  my  fellow-citizens 

f  roved  so  ungrateful  to  me,  as,  out  of  envy,  to  give  order  that 
should  be  slain  ;  my  fatlicr  earnestly  pressed  me  also  in  his 
letter  to  come  to  him,  for  that  he  longed  to  see  his  son  before 
he  died.  I  informed  my  friends  of  these  things,  and  that  in 
three  days*  time  I  should  leave  the  country  and  go  home. 
Upon  hearing  this,  they  were  all  very  sorry,  and  desired  me, 
with  tears  in  their  eyes,  not  to  leave  them  to  be  destroyed ; 
for  so  they  thought  they  should  be,  if  I  were  deprived  of  the 
command  over  them :  but  as  I  did  not  grant  their  request, 
but  was  taking  care  of  my  own  safety,  the  Galileans,  out  of 
the  dread  of  the  consequence  of  my  departure,  that  they 
should  then  be  at  the  mercy  of  the  robbers,  sent  messengers 
over  all  Galilee  to  inform  them  of  my  resolution  to  leave  them. 
Whereupon,  as  soon  as  they  heard  it,  they  got  together  in 
great  numbers,  from  all  parts,  with  their  wives  and  children; 
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and  thia  they  did,  as  appeared  to  me,  not  more  out  of  their 
affection  to  rae,  than  out  of  their  fear  on  their  own  account; 
for,  while  I  staid  with  them,  they  supposed  that  they  should 
suffer  no  harm.  So  they  all  came  into  the  great  plain,  where- 
in I  lived,  the  name  of  which  was  Asochis* 

•12.  But  wonderful  it  was  what  a  dream  I  saw  that  very 
night;  for  when  I  had  betaken  myself  to  my  bed,  as  grieved 
and  disturbed  at  the  news  that  had  been  written  to  me,  it 
seemed  to  me,  that  a  certain  person  stood  by  me*,  and  said, 
"  O  Joseph  us !  leave  off  to  afflict  thy  soul,  and  put  away  all 
fear;  for  wliat  now  grieves  thee  will  render  thee  very  con- 
siderable, and  in  all  respects  most  happy;  for  thou  shalt  get 
over  not  only  these  diliiculties,  but  many  otheri?,  with  great 
success.  However,  be  not  cast  down,  but  remember  that 
thou  art  to  fight  with  the  Romans/'  When  I  had  seen  this 
dream,  I  got  up  with  an  intention  of  going  down  to  the  plain. 

tow  when  the  whole  multitude  of  the  Galileans,  (among 
bom  were  the  women  and  children,)  saw  me,  they  threw 
emselves  down  upon  their  faces,  and,  with  tears  in  their 
eyes,  besought  me  not  to  leave  them  exposed  to  tlieir  enemies, 
Dor  to  go  away  and  permit  their  country  to  be  injured  by 
them.  But,  when  1  did  not  comply  with  their  entreaties, 
they  compelled  me  to  take  an  oath,  that  t  would  stay  with 
tbetn :  they  also  cast  abundance  of  reproaches  upon  the 
people  of  Jerusalem,  that  they  would  not  let  their  country 

Fjny  peace. 
43,  M' hen  I  heard  this,  and  saw  what  sorrow  the  people 
were  in,  1  was  moved  with  compassion  to  them,  and  thought 
it  became  me  to  undergo  the  most  manifest  hazards  for  the 
sake  of  so  great  a  multitude ;  so  I  let  them  know  I  would 
stay  with  them.  And  when  I  had  given  order  that  five 
thousand  of  them  should  come  to  me  armed,  ami  with  pro- 
Tbions  fur  their  maintenance,  I  sent  the  rest  away  to  their 
own  homes ;  and,  when  those  five  thousand  were  come,  I  took 
Biem,  together  with  three  thousand  of  the  soldiers  that  were 
Wth  me  before,  and  eighty  horsemen,  and  marched  to  the 
village  of  Chabolo,  situated  in  the  confines  of  Ptoleiiiais,  and 
there  kept  my  forces  together,  pretending  to  get  ready  to 
fight  with  Placidus,  who  was  come  with  two  cohorts  of  foot- 
men, and  one  troop  of  horsemen,  and  was  sent  thither  by 
J>stius  Gallus,  to  burn  those  villages  of  Galilee  that  were 
tar  Ptolemais.  Upon  whose  casting  up  a  bank  before  the 
ly  Ptolemais,  I  also  pitched  my  camp  at  about  the  distance 
"^  sixty  furlongs  from  that  village.     And  now  we  frequently 

is  I  t^ke  to  be  the  firet  of  Josepbus's  remarkuble  or  divine  cl reams,  wlitch 
L  l^fcdiclive  of  the  great  things  ibat  aflerwards  came  to  pB.s&;  of  wbicli  see  more 
llw  iiot«  OQ  Aniiq.  B,  111,  chap.  viii.  s^cu  d.    The  other  h  in  the  War,  B.  JIL 
I  vSi«  WBCU  3. 9. 
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brought  out  our  forces  as  if  we  would  fight,  but  proceeded 
uo  farther  than  skirmishes  at  a  distance;  for,  when  Placidus 
perceived  that  1  \va6  earnest  to  come  to  battle,  he  was  afraid, 
and  avoided  it.  Yet  did  he  not  remove  from  the  neighbour- 
hood of  Ptolemais* 

44*  About  this  time  tt  was  that  Jonathan  and  his  fellow- 
legates  came*  They  were  sent,  as  w*e  have  said  already,  by 
Simon,  and  Ananus  the  high-priest*  And  Jonathan  contrived 
how  he  might  catch  me  by  treachery  ;  for  he  durst  not  make 
any  attempt  upon  me  openly.  So  he  wrote  me  the  following 
epistle:  **  Jonathan  and  those  that  are  %vith  him,  and  are 
sent  by  the  people  of  Jerusalem,  to  Josephus,  send  greeting* 
We  are  sent  by  the  principal  men  of  Jerusalem,  who  have 
heard  that  John  of  Gischala  hath  laid  many  snares  for  thee^ 
to  rebuke  him,  and  to  exhort  him  to  be  subject  to  thee  here- 
after. We  are  also  desirous  to  consult  w  ith  thee  about  our 
common  concerns,  and  what  is  fit  to  be  done.  We  there- 
fore desire  thee  to  come  to  us  quickly,  and  to  bring  only  m 
few  men  with  thee;  for  this  village  will  not  contain  a  great 
number  of  soldiers."  Thus  it  was  that  they  wrote,  as  ex- 
pecting one  of  these  two  things;  either  that  I  should  come 
without  armed  men,  and  then  they  should  have  me  under 
their  power;  or,  if  I  came  with  a  great  number,  they  should 
judge  me  to  be  a  public  enemy.  Now  it  was  a  horseman 
w^ho  brought  the  letter,  a  man  at  other  times  bold,  and  one 
that  had  served  in  the  army  under  the  king.  It  was  the 
second  hour  of  the  night  that  be  came,  when  I  was  feasting 
with  my  friends,  and  the  principal  of  the  Galileans.  This 
man,  upon  my  servant*s  telling  me,  that  a  certain  horseman 
of  the  Jewish  nation  was  come,  was  called  in  at  my  command, 
but  did  not  so  much  as  salute  me  at  all,  but  held  out  a  letter 
and  said,  **  This  letter  is  sent  thee  by  those  that  are  come 
from  Jerusalem;  do  thou  write  an  answer  to  it  quickly,  for 
I  am  obliged  to  return  to  them  very  soon."  Now  my  guests 
could  not  but  wonder  at  the  boldness  of  the  soldier.  But  I 
desired  him  to  sit  down  and  sup  with  us ;  but  when  he  re- 
fused so  to  do,  I  held  the  letter  in  my  hands  as  I  received  it, 
and  fell  talking  witli  my  guests  about  other  matters.  But  a 
few  hours  afterwards,  I  got  up,  and,  when  I  had  dismissed 
the  rest  to  go  to  their  beds,  I  bid  only  four  of  my  intimate 
friends  to  stay,  and  ordered  my  servant  to  get  some  wine 
ready.  I  also  opened  the  letter  so  that  nobody  could  per-- 
ceive  it;  and  understanding  thereby  presently  the  purport  of 
the  writing,  I  sealed  il  up  again,  and  appeared  as  if  I  had 
not  yet  read  it,  but  only  held  it  in  my  hands.  I  ordered 
twenty  drachma*  should  be  given  the  soldier  for  the  charges 
of  his  journey;  and  when  he  took  the  money,  and  said  he 
thanked  nic  for  it,  I  perceived  that  he  loved  money,  and  that 
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he  was  to  be  caught  chiefly  by  that  nieans»  and  I  said  to  him, 

**  If  thou  wilt  but  drink  with  us,  thou  shalt  have  a  drachmae 

I  for  every  glass  thou  drinkest/*     So  he  gladly  embraced  the 

proposal,  and  drank  a  great  deal  of  wine,  in  order  to  get  the 

more  money,  and  was  so  drunk,  that  at  hist  he  could  not  keep 

the  secrets  he  was  intrusted  with,  but  discovered  them,  with- 

I  out  my  putting  questions  to  him,  viz*  that  a  treacherous 

design  wa^  contrived  against  nie^  and  that  I  was  doomed  to 

die  by  those  that  sent  him.     When  I  heard  this,  I  wrote  back 

['this  answer:  '*  Josephus,  to  Jonathan  and  those  that  are  with 

I  Mm,  aendeth  greeting.     Upon  the  information  that  you  are 

come  in  health  into  Galilee,  I  rejoice,  and  this  especially 

because  I  can  now  resign  the  care  of  public  aftairs  here  into 

your  hands,  and  return  into  my  native  country  ;  which  is  what 

I  have  desired  to  do  a  great  while;   and  I  confess  I  ought 

not  only  to  come  to  you  as  far  as  Xaloth,  but  farther,  and 

this  without  your  commands.     But  I  desire  you  to  excuse 

I  me,  because  I  cannot  do  it  now,  since  I  watch  the  motions 

I  of  Placidus,  who  hath  a  mind  to  go  up  into  Galilee  ;  and  this 

I  do  here  at  Chabolo,     Do  you  therefore,  on  the  receipt  of 

this  epistle,  come  hither  to  me.     Fare  you  well/* 

45.  When  I  had  written  thus,  and  given  the  letter  to  be 
carried  by  the  soldier »  I  sent  along  with  him  thirty  of  the 
Galileans  of  the  best  characters,  and  gave  them  instructions 
to  salute  those  ambassadors,  but  to  say  nothing  else  to  them. 
I  also  gave  orders  to  as  many  of  those  armed  men,  w^hom  I  es- 
teemed most  faithlijl  to  me,  to  go  along  with  the  others,  every 
one  with  him  whom  he  was  to  guard,  lest  some  conversation 
might  pass  between  those  whom  I  sent  and  those  who  were 
with  Jonathan.  So  those  men  went  [to  Junathan].  But,  when 
Jonathan  and  his  partners  had  failed  in  this  their  first  attempt, 
they  sent  me  another  letter,  the  contents  whereof  were  as  fol- 
lows :  *•  Jonathan  and  those  with  him  to  Josephus,  send  greet- 
ing. We  require  thee  to  come  to  us  to  the  village  Gabarotb, 
on  the  third  day,  without  any  armed  men,  that  we  may  hear 
what  thou  hast  to  lay  to  the  charge  of  John  [of  Giscliala]*" 
When  they  had  written  this  letter,  they  saluted  the  Galileans 
whom  I  sent,  and  came  to  Japha,  which  was  the  largest  village 
of  all  Galilee,  and  encompassed  with  very  strong  walls,  and 
had  a  great  number  of  inhabitants  in  it.  There  the  multitude 
of  men,  with  their  wives  and  children,  met  them,  and  exclaimed 
loudly  agahist  them,  and  desired  them  to  be  gone,  and  not  to 
envy  them  the  advantage  of  an  excellent  commander.  With 
these  clamours  Jonathan  and  his  partners  were  greatly  pro- 
Toked,  although  they  durst  not  show  their  anger  openly :  so 
they  made  them  no  answer,  but  went  to  other  villages.  But  still 
the  same  clamours  met  them  from  all  the  people,  who  said, 
**  Nobody  should  persuade  them  to  have  any  other  commander 
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besides  Josephus."  So  Jonathan  and  his  partners  went  away 
from  them  without  success,  and  came  to  Sepphoris,  the  great- 
est city  of  all  Galilee.  Now  the  men  of  that  city  who  inclined 
to  the  Romans  in  their  sentiments,  met  them  indeed,  but  nei- 
ther praised  nor  reproached  me ;  and  when  they  were  gone 
down  from  Sepphoris  to  Asochis,  the  people  of  that  place 
made  a  clamour  against  them,  as  those  of  Japha  had  done. 
Whereupon  they  were  able  to  contain  themselves  no  longer, 
but  ordered  the  armed  men  that  were  with  them  to  beat 
those  that  made  the  clamour  with  their  clubs.  And  when 
they  came  to  Gabara,  John  met  them  with  three  thousand 
armed  men ;  but,  as  I  understood  by  their  letter  that  they 
had  resolved  to  fight  against  me,  I  arose  from  Chabolo  with 
three  thousand  armed  men  also ;  but  left  in  my  camp  one  of 
my  fastest  friends,  and  came  to  Jotapata,  as  desirous  to  be  near 
them,  the  distance  being  no  more  than  forty  furlongs.  Whence 
I  wrote  thus  to  them :  **  If  you  are  very  desirous  that  I  should 
come  to  you,  you  know  there  are  two  hundred  and  forty 
cities  and  villages  in  Galilee :  I  will  come  to  any  of  them 
which  you  please,  excepting  Gabara  and  Gischala ;  the  one 
of  which  is  John's  native  city,  and  the  other  in  confederacy 
and  friendship  with  him." 

4<6.  When  Jonathan  and  his  partners  had  received  this 
letter,  they  wrote  to  me  no  more  answers,  but  called  a  coun- 
cil of  their  friends  together,  and  taking  John  into  their  con- 
sultation, they  took  counsel  together  by  what  means  they 
might  attack  me.  John's  opinion  was,  that  they  should  write 
to  all  the  cities  and  villages  that  were  in  Galilee ;  for  that 
there  must  be  certainly  one  or  two  persons  in  every  one  of 
them  that  were  at  variance  with  me,  and  that  they  be  invited 
to  come  to  oppose  me  as  an  enemy.  He  would  also  have 
them  send  this  resolution  of  theirs  to  the  city  Jerusalem,  that 
its  citizens,  upon  the  knowledge  of  my  being  adjudged  to  be 
an  enemy  by  the  Galileans,  might  themselves  also  confirm 
that  determination.  He  said  also,  that  when  this  was  done, 
even  those  Galileans  who  were  affected  to  me,  would  desert 
roe  out  of  fear.  When  John  had  given  them  this  counsel, 
what  he  had  said  was  very  agreeable  to  the  rest  of  them.  I 
was  also  made  acquainted  with  these  affairs  about  the  third 
hour  of  the  night,  by  the  means  of  one  Saccheus,  who  had 
belonged  to  them,  but  now  deserted  them  and  came  over  to 
me,  and  told  me  what  thev  were  about ;  so  I  perceived  that 
no  time  was  to  be  lost.  Accordingly  I  gave  command  to  Ja^ 
cob,  an  armed  man  of  my  guard,  whom  I  esteemed  faithful  to 
me,  to  take  two  hundred  men  and  to  guard  the  passages  that 
led  from  Gabara  to  Galilee,  and  to  seize  upon  the  passengers^ 
and  send  them  to  me,  especially  such  as  were  caught  with 
letters  about  them :  I  also  sent  Jeremias  himself,  one  of  my 
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friends,  with  six  hundred  armed  men,  to  the  borders  of  Gali- 
Hke,  ill  order  to  watch  the  roads  that  led  from  the  country  to 
^Bhe  city  Jerusalem,  and  gave  him  charge  to  lay  hold  of  such 
^Ks  travelled  with  letters  about  them,  to  keep  the  men  in 
^TJonds  upon  the  place,  but  to  send  me  the  letters. 

47,  When  I  had  laid  these  commands  upon  them,  I  gave 

tieni  orders,  and  bid  them  to  take  their  arms  and  bring  three 

|ttys*  provision  with  them,  and  be  with  me  the  next  day.     I 

Jso  parted  those  that  were  about  me  into  four  parts,  and  or- 

jied  those  of  them  that  were  most  faithful  to  me  to  be  a 

ard  to  my  body.     I  also  set  over  them  centurions,  and 

Dmmanded  them  to  take  care  that  not  a  soldier  wliich  they 

lid  not  know  should  mingle  himself  among  them*     Now,  on 

'le  fifth  day  following,  when  I  was  at  Gabaroth,  I  found 

le  entire  plain  that  was  before  the  village  full  of  armed  men^ 

who  were  come  out  of  Galilee  to  assist  me:  many  others  of 

^_ibe  multitude,  also,  out  of  the  village,  ran  along  with  me.  But 

^Bg  soon  as  I  had  taken  my  place,  and  began  to  speak  to  them, 

^^ttiey  all  made  an  acclamation,  and  called  me  the  benefactor 

and  suviour  of  the  country.     And  when  I  had  made  them  my 

icknowledgments,  and  thanked  them  [for  their  affection  to 
le],  I  also  advised  them  to  fight  wnth  nt^body  S  nor  to  spoil 
he  country ;  but  to  pitch  their  tents  in  the  plain ^  and  be  con- 
ent  with  the  sustenance  they  had  brought  with  them ;  for  I 
old  them  I  liad  a  mind  to  compose  these  troubles  without 
bedding  any  blood.     Now  it  came  to  pass,  that  on  the  very 
•ame  day  those  who  were  sent  by  John  with  letters,  fell 
aong  the  guards  whom  I  appointed  to  watch  the  roads ;  so 
ae  men  were  tliemselves  kept  upon  the  place,  as  my  orders 
rere,  but  I  got  the  letters,  which  were  full  of  reproaches  and 
'?«;  and  I  intended  to  fall  upon  these  men,  without  saying 
word  of  these  matters  to  any  body. 

Nnw%  as  soon  as  Jonathan  and  his  companions  lieard  of 

[»ming,  they  took  all  their  own  friends,  and  John  with 

fiem,  and  retired  to  the  house  of  Jesus,  which  indeed  was  a 

irge  castle,  and  no  way  unlike  a  citadel ;  so  they  privately 

lid  a  band  of  armed  men  therein,  and  shut  all  the  other 

loors  but  one,  which  they  kept  open,  and  they  expected  that 

'  should  come  out  of  the  road  to  tliemj  to  salute  them.     And 

ed  they  had  given  orders  to  the  armed  men,  that  when  I 

they  should  let  nobody  besides  me  come  in,  but  should 

cchide    others ;    as   supposing    that,   by   this    means,   they 

Jd  easily  get  me  under  their   power:    but  they  were 


ii*t  dirertioDS  to  His  soldiers  here  are  much  the  same  that  Joho  the  Bftp> 
bt  gave]  Luke,  iii.  14.     '*  Do  violence  to  no  mao,  neither  accuse  any  fa1hdy»  nod 
Ltjtetit  with  vour  wa^e»,'*     Whence  Dr,  Itudsoa  coofirtusi  this  coDJeclure,  that 
thiogfi.  was,  evcti  dow,  a  follower  of  Joba  the  Baptist,  which  b 
i/ie.    See  the  note  on  «ect.  2. 
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.  deceived  in  their  expectation ;  for  I  perceived  what  snares 
they  had  laid  for  me.     Now,  as  soon  as  1  was  got  off  my 

^  journey,  I  took  up  niy  lodgings  over-against  them,  and  pre- 
tended to  be  asleep ;  so  Jonathan  and  his  party,  thinking 
that  I  was  really  asleep  and  at  rest,  made  haste  to  go  down 
into  the  plain,  to  ))ersuade  the  people  that  I  was  an  ill 
governor-  But  the  matter  proved  otherwise;  for  upon  their  — 
appearance  there  was  a  cry  made  by  the  Galileans  immediately*  ■ 
declaring  their  good  opinion  of  me  as  their  governor ;  and 
they  made  a  clamour  against  Jonathan  and  his  partners,  for 
coming  to  them  when  they  had  suffered  no  harm,  and  aa 
though  they  would  overturn  their  liappy  settlement ;  and 
desired  them  by  all  means  to  go  back  again,  for  that  they 
would  never  be  persuaded  to  have  any  other  to  rule  over 
them  but  myself.     When  I  heard  of  this,  I  did  not  fear  to 

So  down  into  the  midst  of  them ;  I  went  therefore  myself 
own  presently  to  hear  what  Jonathan  and  his  companions 
said.  As  soon  as  I  appeared,  there  was  immediately  aa 
acclamation  made  to  me  by  the  whole  multitude,  and  a  cry 
in  my  commendation  by  them,  who  confessed  their  thanks 
was  owing  to  me  for  my  good  government  of  them, 

49.  When  Jonathan  and  his  companions  heard  this,  they 
were  in  fear  of  their  own  lives,  and  in  danger  lest  they 
should  be  assaulted  by  the  Gahleans  on  my  account ;  so 
they  contrived  how  they  might  run  away.  But  as  they 
were  not  able  to  get  off,  for  I  desired  ihem  to  stay,  they 
looked  down  with  concern  at  my  words  to  them^  I  ordered, 
therefore,  the  multitude  to  restrain  entirely  their  acclamations^ 
and  placed  the  most  faithful  of  my  armed  men  upon  the 
avenues,  to  be  a  guard  to  us,  lest  JoIki  sliould  unexpectedly 
fall  upon  us;  and  I  encouraged  the  Galileans  to  take  their 
weapons,  lest  they  should  be  disturbed  at  their  enemies,  if 
any  sudden  insult  should  be  made  upon  them.  And  then, 
in  the  first  place,  I  put  Jonathan  and  his  partners  in  mind  of 
their  [former]  letter,  and  after  what  manner  they  had  written 
to  me,  and  declared  they  were  sent  by  the  common  consent 
of  the  people  of  Jerusalem,  to  make  up  the  differences  I  had 
with  John,  and  how  they  hatl  desired  me  to  come  to  them; 
and  as  I  spake  thus,  I  publicly  showed  that  letter  they  had 
written,  till  they  could  not  at  all  deny  what  they  had  done, 
the  letter  itself  convicting  them.  I  then  said,  **0  Jonathan! 
and  you  that  are  sent  with  him  as  his  colleagues,  if  I  were  to 
be  judged  as  to  my  behaviour,  compared  with  that  of  John's, 
and  had  brought  no  more  than  two  or  three  witnesses",  good 
men  and  true,  it  is  plain  you  had  been  forced,  upon  the 
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°  We  lief  e  leara  the  practice  of  the  Jews^  in  the  iay%  of  Josephus,  to  toquiro  into 
the  characters  of  vr'itne'i^se^,  before  they  were  admitted,  and  ihat  ihetr  numtier  ought 
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■lamination  of  their  characters  before  hand,  to  discharge 
Tne  accusations  :  that  therefore  you  may  be  informed  that 
have  acted  well  in  tlie  a^'airs  of  Galilee,  I  think  three 
ses  too  few  to  be  brouglit  by  a  man  that  hath  done  as 
^bt  to  do;  so  I  gave  you  all  these  for  witnesses.  Inquire 
[  them '  how  I  have  lived,  and  whetlier  1  have  not  behaved 
Itself  with  all  decency,  and  after  a  virtuous  manner  among 
Bin.  And  1  farther  conjure  you,  O  Galileans!  to  hide  no 
irt  of  the  truth,  but  to  speak  before  these  men  as  befijre 
judges^  whether  I  have  in  any  thing  acted  otherwise  than 

K^^.  While  I  was  thus  speaking,  the  united  voices  of  all 

the  people  joined  together,  and  called  me  their  benefactor 

^ttd    saviour,   and   attested    to   my   former    behaviour,    and 

^Uiorted  me  to  continue  so  to  do  hereafter;  aud  they  all 

^Bd»  upon  their  oaths,  that  their  wives  had  been  preserved 

^P^  from  injuries,  and  that  no  one  had  ever  been  aggrieved 

l^  me.     After  this,  I  read  to   the  Galileans  two  of  those 

epistles  which  liad  been  sent  by  Jonathan  and  his  colleagues, 

and  which  those  whom  [  had  appointed  to  guard  the  road 

had  taken,  and  sent  to  me.     These  were  full  of  reproaches, 

aod  of  lies,  as  if  I  had  acted  more  like  a  tyrant  than  a 

Bvernor  against  them,  with  many  other  things  besides  therein 
ntained,  which  were  no  better  indeed  than  impudent  falsities. 
I  also  informed  the  multitude  bow^  I  came  by  these  letters, 
and  that  those  who  carried  them  delivered  them  up  voluntarily ; 
for  I  was  not  willing  that  my  enemies  should  know  any  thing 

I  the  guards  I  had  set,  lest  they  should  be  afraid,  and  leave 
'  writing  hereafter. 
SL  When  the  multitude  heard  these  things,  they  w^ere 
tally  provoked  at  Jonathan  and  his  collcafxnes  that  were 
;h  him,  and  were  going  to  attack  them,  and  kill  them ;  and 
8  they  had   certainly  done,  unless   I   had  restrained  the 
wagN  of  the  Galileans,  and  said,  that  ^'  I  forgave  Jonathan 
and  hU  colleagues  what  was  past,  if  they  would  repent,  and 
gjO  to  their  own  country  and  tell  those  who  seat  them  the 
■pith,  a»  to  my  conduct/'     When  I  had  said  thi^,  I  let  them 
^bf  although  1  knew  they  would  do  nothing  of  what  they  had 
promiaed.    But  the  multitude  were  very  much  enraged  against 
^pem,  and  entreated  me  to  give  them  leave  to  punish  them 
^pr  their  insolence;  yet  did  I  try  all  methods  to  persuade 
Hrm  to  spare  the  men ;  for  I  knew  that  every  instance  of 

^^%e  thn)e»  or  two  al  the  h^U  '^^^  exactly  us  id  ibe  lav  of  Mos^^a,  and  in  tbo 
Apovto|>ctl  Co«sliiui»oni,  B.  IL  ch.  37,     See  Horeb  Covenaat  lUvived,  pigtt 

jrf,  as. 

^■P  7  h»i  «p|H»iI  to  tb«  whole  body  of  the  Galileans  by  Jo&ephuf .  and  the  testimony 
^Bv  ga^e  bitti  of  integrity  in  hit  conduct  as  their  governor,  U  very  like  itiat  appeal 

«ra  ItttitnoDjf  in  the  case  of  the  prophet  Samuel,  1.  Sam.  xiL  1—6.  and  perhaps 

VMdooc  by  Jot«phu5  in  imitation. 
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sedition  was  pernicious  to  the  public  welfare*  But  the 
multitude  was  too  «ingr}'  with  them  to  be  dissuaded*  and  all 
of  til  em  went  immediately  to  the  house  in  which  Jonathan 
and  his  colleagues  abode.  However,  when  I  perceived  that 
their  rage  could  not  be  restrained,  I  got  on  horseback,  and 
ordered  the  multitude  to  follow  me  to  the  village  Sogane, 
which  was  twenty  furlongs  oft*  Gabara;  and  by  using  this 
stratagem,  I  bo  managed  myself,  as  not  to  appear  to  begin  a 
civil  war  amongst  them* 

5Jw.  But  when  I  was  come  near  Sogane,  I  caused  the 
multitude  to  make  a  bait,  and  exhorted  them  not  to  be  so 
easily  provoked  to  anger,  and  to  the  inflicting  such  punish- 
ments as  could  not  be  afterwards  recalled  :  I  also  gave  order, 
that  a  hundred  men,  who  were  already  in  years,  and  were 
principal  men  among  them,  should  get  themselves  ready  to 
go  to  the  city  Jerusalem,  and  should  make  a  complaint  before 
the  people,  of  such  as  raised  seditions  in  tlie  country.  And 
1  said  to  them*  that  **in  case  they  be  moved  with  what  you 
say,  you  shall  desire  the  community  to  write  to  me,  and  to 
enjoin  me  to  continue  in  Galilee,  and  to  order  Jonathan  and 
his  colleagues  to  depart  out  of  it.'*  Wlien  I  had  suggested 
these  instructions  to  them,  and  while  they  were  getting  them- 
selves ready  as  ftist  as  they  could,  I  sent  them  on  this  errand 
the  third  day  after  they  had  been  assembled:  I  also  sent 
five  hundred  armed  men  with  them  [as  a  guard].  I  then 
wrote  to  my  friends  in  Samaria,  to  take  care  that  they  might 
safely  pass  through  the  country  :  for  Samaria  \vas  already 
under  the  Romans,  and  it  was  absolutely  necessary  for  those 
that  go  quickly  [to  Jerusalem],  to  pass  through  that  country; 
for  in  that  road  you  may,  in  three  days*  time,  go  from  Galilee 
to  Jerusalem.  I  also  went  myself,  and  conducted  the  old 
men  as  far  as  the  bounds  of  Galilee,  and  set  guards  in  the 
roads,  that  it  might  not  be  easily  known  by  any  one  that 
these  men  were  gone.  And  when  I  had  thus  done  I  went 
and  abode  at  Japha. 

53.  Now  Jonathan  and  his  colleagues  having  failed  of 
accomplishing  what  they  would  have  done  against  me,  they 
sent  John  hack  to  Gischiila,  but  went  themselves  to  the  city 
Tiberias,  expecting  it  would  submit  itself  to  them ;  and  this 
was  founded  on  a  letter  which  Jesus,  their  then  governor, 
had  written  thenij  promising  if  they  came,  the  nmltitude 
would  receive  them,  and  choose  to  be  under  their  government ; 
so  they  went  their  ways  with  this  expectation.  But  Silas, 
who,  as  I  said,  had  been  left  curator  of  Tiberias  by  me, 
informed  me  of  this,  and  desired  me  to  make  haste  thither. 
Accordingly,  I  complied  with  his  advice  immediately,  and 
came  thither ;  but  found  myself  in  danger  of  my  life>  from 
the  following  occasion :  Jonathan  and   his  colleagues  had 
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been  at  Tiberias,  and  had  persuaded  a  great  many  of  such 

Hi  had  a  quarrel  with  me  to  desert  nie;  but  when  they  heard 

H^my  coming  they  were  in  fear  for  thernselves,  and  came  to 

^k,  and  when  tliey  had  sakited  me,  they  said,  that  I  was  a 

^hppy  man  in  having  behaved  myself  so  well  in  the  government 

of  Galilee :  and  they  congratulated  me  upon  the  honours 

at  were  paid  me  r  for  they  said  that  my  glory  was  a  credit 

them,  since  they  had  been  my  teachers  and  fellow-citizens; 

id  they  said  farther,  that  it  was  but  just  that  they  should 

afer  my  friend  .ship  to  them  rather  than  John's,  and  that 

ey  wouhJ  have  immediately  gone  home,  but  that  they  staid 

it  they  might  deliver  up  John  into  my  power;  and  when 

?y  said  this  they  took  their  oaths  of  it,  and  tho^e  such  as 

"Hire   most   tremendous  amongst  us,  and  such  as   I  did  not 

think  fit  to  disbeheve.     However  they  desired  me  to  lodge 

somewhere  else;  becaui^e  the  next  day  was  the  sabbath,  and 

It  it  was  not  fit  the  city  of  Tiberias  should  be  disturbed 

that  day], 

pM,  So  I  suspected  nothing,  and  went  away  to  Taricheaef 

did  I  withal  leave  some  to  make  inquiry  in  the  city  how 

Itters  went,  and  whether  any  thing  was  said  about  me :  I 

set  many  persons  all  the  way  that  It^d  from  TarichcBB  to 

Piberias,  that  they  might  communicate  from  one  to  another, 

jf  they  learned  any  news  from  those  that  were  left  in  the 

^By.     On  the  next  day,  therefore,  they  all  came  into  the 

^ftoseucha  ^  ;  it  wa^  a  large  edifice,  and  capable  of  receiving 

great  number  of  people;  thither  Jonathan  went  in,  and 

>iigh  he  durst  not  openly  speak  of  a  revolt,  yet  did  he  say 

It  their  city  stood  in  need  of  a  better  governor  than  it  then 

liad*     But  JesuSy  who  was   the  ruler,  made  no  scruple  to 

^ak  out,  and  said  openly,  **  O  fellow-citizens !  it  is  better 

►you  to  be  in  subjection  to  four  than  to  one;  and  those 

en  as  are  of  high  birth,  and  not  without  reputation  for 

Bir  wisdom  ;"  and  pointed  to  Jonathan  and  his  colleagues, 

pon  his  saying  this,  Justus  came  in  and  condemned  him 

what  he  had  said,  and  persuaded  some  of  the  people  to 

of  his  mind  also.     But  the  muititude  were  not  pleased 

lb  what  was  said,  and  had  certainly  gone  into  a  tumult, 

legs  the  sixth  hour,  which  was  now  come,  had  dissolved 

le  assembly t  at  w^hich  hour  our  laws  require  us  to  go  to 

dinner  on  sabbath-days:  so  Jonathan  and  his  colleagues  put 

off  their  council  till  the  next  day,  and  went  ofl"  without  sue- 


It  i«  worth  oolrug  h<?re.  that  ther«  was  now  »  ^yreat  proseucha,  or  place  of 
^  ef,  in  ill©  city  Tibcnai  \\ae](,  thnngh  Buch  pmacucha  itseti  to  be  out  t>f  ci»ie«,  m 
Iftyno^^ogutf  were  withia  them  ',  of  ihem  me  Le  Moync  on  Poty carp's  epiiitle* 
m  7H.  it  it  aUo  worth  our  remark,  thai  the  Jewi  id  the  da^s  of  Jo&<fphuii  u»ed 
9ne  at  the  »ttli  hour,  or  noon  ;  and  that  m  obedience  to  iheir  tiotions  of  the  Uw 
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cess.  When  I  was  informed  of  these  affairs,  I  determined 
to  go  to  the  city  of  Tiberias  in  the  morning.  Accordingly, 
on  the  next  day,  about  the  first  hour  of  the  day,  I  came  to 
Tarichese,  and  found  the  multitude  ready  assembled  in  the 
proseucha ;  but  on  what  account  they  were  gotten  together, 
those  that  were  assembled  did  not  know.  But,  when  Jona- 
than and  his  colleagues  saw  them  there  unexpectedly,  they 
were  in  disorder ;  after  which  they  raised  a  report  of  their 
own  contrivance,  that  Roman  horsemen  were  seen  at  a  place 
called  Union,  in  the  borders  of  Galilee,  thirty  furlongs 
distant  from  the  city.  Upon  which  report,  Jonathan  and 
his  colleagues  cunningly  exhorted  me  not  to  neglect  this 
matter,  nor  to  suffer  the  land  to  be  spoiled  by  the  enemy • 
And  this  they  said  with  a  design  to  remove  me  out  of  the 
city,  under  the  pretence  of  the  want  of  extraordinary  assist- 
ance, while  they  might  dispose  the  city  to  be  my  enemy. 

55.  As  for  myself,  although  I  knew  of  their  design,  yet  did 
I  comply  with  what  they  proposed,  lest  the  people  of  Tibe- 
rias should  have  occasion  to  suppose  that  I  was  not  careful 
of  their  security.  I  therefore  went  out ;  but,  when  I  was  at 
the  place,  I  found  not  the  least  footstep  of  an  enemy,  so  I 
returned  as  fast  as  ever  I  could,  and  found  the  whole  council 
assembled,  and  the  body  of  the  people  gotten  together,  and 
Jonathan  and  his  colleagues  bringing  vehement  accusations 
against  me,  as  one  that  had  no  concern  to  ease  them  of  the 
burdens  of  war,  and  as  one  that  lived  luxuriously.  And  as 
they  were  discoursing  thus,  they  produced  four  letters  as 
written  to  them,  from  some  people  that  lived  at  the  borders 
of  Galilee,  imploring  that  they  would  come  to  their  assist- 
ance, for  that  there  was  an  army  of  Romans,  both  horsemen 
and  footmen,  who  would  come  and  lay  waste  the  country  on 
the  third  day ;  they  desired  them  also  to  make  haste,  and 
not  to  overlook  them.  When  the  people  of  Tiberias  heard 
this,  they  thought  they  spake  truth,  and  made  a  clamour 
against  me,  and  said,  I  ought  not  to  sit  still,  but  to  go  away  to 
the  assistance  of  their  countrymen.  Hereupon  I  said,  (for  I 
understood  the  meaning  of  Jonathan  and  his  colleagues,)  that 
I  was  ready  to  comply  with  what  they  proposed,  and  without 
delay  to  march  to  the  war  which  they  spake  of,  yet  did  I  ad- 
vise them,  at  the  same  time,  that  since  these  letters  declared 
that  the  Romans  would  make  their  assault  in  four  several 
places,  they  should  part  their  forces  into  five  bodies,  and 
make  Jonathan  and  his  colleagues  generals  of  each  body  of 
them,  because  it  was  fit  for  brave  men,  not  only  to  give 
counsel,  but  to  take  the  place  of  leaders,  and  assist  their 
countrymen  when  such  a  necessity  pressed  them ;  for,  said  I 
it  is  not  possible  for  me  to  lead  more  than  one  party.  This 
advice  of  mine  greatly  pleased  the  multitude ;  so  they  com-» 
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pelled  them  to  go  forth  to  war.  But  their  designs  were  put 
into  very  much  disorder,  because  they  had  not  done  what 
they  had  designed  to  do,  on  account  of  my  stratagem,  which 
was  opposite  to  their  undertakings. 

56.  Now  there  was  one  w^hose  name  was  Ananias,  a 
wicked  man  he  was,  and  very  mischievous;  he  proposed  that 
a  general  religious  fast'  should  be  appointed  the  next  day 
for  all  ilie  people,  and  gave  order  that  at  the  same  hour  they 
should  come  to  the  same  place,  without  any  weiipons,  to 
make  it  manifest  before  God,  that  while  they  obtained  his 
assistance,  they  thought  all  these  weapons  useless.     Tiiis  he 

"  I,  not  out  of  piety,  but  that  they  might  catch  me  and  my 
ids  unarmed.  Now.  I  was  hereupon  forced  to  comply, 
lest  I  should  appear  to  despise  a  proposal  that  tended  to 
piety.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  we  were  gone  home,  Jonathan 
and  his  colleagues  wrote  to  John,  to  come  to  them  in  the 
znornilig,  and  desiring  him  to  come  with  as  many  soldiers  as 
he  possibly  could,  for  that  they  should  then  be  able  easily  to 
get  me  into  their  hands,  and  to  do  all  that  they  desired  to 
do.  When  John  had  received  this  letter,  he  resolved  to 
comply  with  it.  As  for  myself,  on  the  next  day^  I  ordered 
;  two  of  the  guards  of  my  body,  whom  I  esteemed  the  most 
courai^eous,  and  most  faithful,  to  hide  daggers  under  their 
l^rments,  and  to  go  along  with  me,  that  we  might  defend 
ourselves,  if  any  attack  should  be  made  upon  us  by  our  ene- 
I  also  myself  took  my  breast-plate,  and  girt  on  my 
rd,  so  that  it  might  be,  as  far  as  was  possible,  concealed, 
Fand  came  into  the  proseucha, 

57.  Now  Jesus,  who  was  the  ruler,  commanded  that  they 
^should  exclude  all  that  came  with  me,  for  he  kept  the  door 
^himself,  and  suffered  none  but  his  friends  to  go  in.  And 
[while  we  were  engaged  in  the  duties  of  the  day,  and  had  be- 
l^t&ken  ourselves  to  our  prayers,  Jesus  got  up,  and  inquired 

of  me  what  was  become  of  the  vessels  that  were  taken  out  of 
[the  king's  palace,  when  it  was  burnt  down,  [and]  of  that  un- 
joined silver:  and  in  whose  possession  they  now  were  ?  This 
^he  said,  in  order  to  drive  away  time  till  John  should  come. 
p1  «aid  that  Capellus,  and  the  ten  principal  men  of  Tiberias, 
had  them  all;  and  I  told  them  that  they  might  ask  them 
|whetlier  I  told  a  lie  or  not.     And  when  they  said  they  had 
f  f  hem,  he  asked  me,  What  is  become  of  those  twenty  pieces 
[of  gold  which  thou  didst  receive  upon  the  sale  of  a  certain 
weigh t  of  uncoined  money  ?    I  replied,  that  I  had  given  them 
Id  those  ambassadors  of  theirs,  as  a  maintenance  for  them, 
r  when  they  were  sent  by  them  to  Jerusalem*     So  Jonathan 

*  One  may  obtervc  here*  that  this  lay-PhaiicipG  Ananias,  as  we  have  seen  he  was, 
feect,  39.  toolc  upon  him  to  appoint  a  fa^t  at  Tiberias,  and  was  obeyed  :  thougfl  IQ- 
*"  )  it  w  not  oat  of  religion,  but  knavish  policy. 
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and  his  colleagues  said,  that  I  had  not  done  well  to  pay  the 
ambassadors  out  of  the  public  money.  And,  when  the  mul- 
titude were  very  angry  at  them  for  this,  for  they  perceived 
the  wickedness  of  the  men,  I  understood  that  a  tumult  was 
going  to  arise ;  and  being  desirous  to  provoke  the  public  to 
a  greater  rage  against  the  men,  I  said,  "But  if  I  have  not 
done  well  in  paying  our  ambassadors  out  of  the  public  stockf 
leave  off  your  anger  at  me,  for  I  will  repay  the  twenty  pieces 
of  gold  myself." 

58.  When  I  had  said  this,  Jonathan  and  his  colleagues 
held  their  peace-,  but  the  people  were  still  more  irritated 
against  them,  upon  their  openly  showing  their  unjust  ill-will 
to  me.  When  Jesus  saw  this  change  in  the  people,  he 
ordered  them  to  depart,  but  desired  the  senate  to  stay,  for 
that  they  could  not  examine  things  of  such  a  nature  in  tu- 
mult ;  and,  as  the  people  were  crying  out  that  they  would 
not  leave  me  alone,  there  came  one  and  told  Jesus  and  his 
friends  privately,  that  John  and  his  armed  men  were  at 
hand :  whereupon  Jonathan  and  his  colleagues,  being  able 
to  contain  themselves  no  longer  (and  perhaps  the  providence 
of  God  hereby  procuring  my  deliverance,  for,  had  not  this 
been  so,  I  had  certainly  been  destroyed  by  John),  said,  "  O 
you  people  of  Tiberias  !  leave  off  this  inquiry  about  the 
twenty  pieces  of  gold ;  for  Josephus  hath  not  deserved  to 
die  for  them :  but  he  hath  deserved  it  by  his  desire  of  tyran- 
nizing, and  by  cheating  the  multitude  of  the  Galileans  with 
his  speeches,  in  order  to  gain  the  dominion  over  them.*' 
When  he  had  said  this,  they  presently  laid  hands  upon  me, 
and  endeavoured  to  kill  me :  but,  as  soon  as  those  that  were 
with  me  saw  what  they  did,  they  drew  their  swords,  and 
threatened  to  smite  them,  if  they  offered  any  violence  to  me. 
The  people  also  took  up  stones,  and  were  about  to  throw 
them  at  Jonathan ;  and  so  they  snatched  me  from  the  vio- 
lence of  my  enemies. 

59.  But,  as  I  was  going  out  a  little  way,  I  was  just  upon 
meeting  John,  who  was  marching  with  his  armed  men.  So 
I  was  afraid  of  him,  and  turned  aside,  and  escaped  by  a  nar- 
row passage  to  the  lake,  and  seized  on  a  ship,  and  embarked 
in  it,  and  sailed  over  to  Taricheae.  So,  beyond  my  expecta- 
tion, 1  escaped  this  danger.  Whereupon  I  presently  sent 
for  the  chief  of  the  Galileans,  and  told  them  after  what  man- 
ner, against  all  faith  given,  I  had  been  very  near  to  destruc- 
tion from  Jonathan  and  his  colleagues,  and  the  people  of  Ti- 
berias. Upon  which  the  multitude  of  the  Galileans  were 
very  angry,  and  encouraged  me  to  delay  no  longer  to  make 
war  upon  them,  but  to  permit  them  to  go  against  John,  and 
utterly  to  destroy  him,  as  well  as  Jonathan  and  his  colleagues. 
However,  1  restrained  them,  though  they  were  in  such  a  ragCj 
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and  desired  them  to  tarry  a  while j  till  we  should  be  informed 
what  orders  those  ambassadors,  that  were  sent  by  them  to 
the  cicy  Jerusalem,  should  bring  thence ;  fur  I  told  tfieni, 
that  it  was  best  for  them  to  act  according  to  their  dLtermiria- 
whereupfin  they  were  prevailed  on.  At  whicfi  time 
H,  John,  when  the  snares  he  had  laid  did  not  take  effect, 
^turned  back  to  Gischala. 

6().  Now,  in  a  few  days  those  ambassadors  whom  we  had 

I  sent,  came  back  again  and  informed  us»  that  the  people  were 

greatly  provoked  at  Ananus,  and  8imon,  the  son  of  Gamaliel, 

and  their  friends;  that,  without  any  public  determination, 

they  had  sent  to  Galilee,  and  had  done  their  endeavours 

I  that  I  might  be  turned  out  of  the  government,     Tlie  ambas- 

jsadors  said  farther,  that  the  people  were  ready  to  burn  their 

f  houses*     They  also  brought  letters,  whereby  the  chief  men 

of  Jerusalem,  at  the  earnest  petition  of  the  people,  confirmed 

ine  in  the  government  of  Galilee,  and  enjoined  Jonathan  and 

ihis  colleagues  to  return  home  quickly*     When  I  had  gotten 

[Ibeae  letters,  I  came  to  the  village  Arbela,  where  I  procured 

i  Maembly  of  the  Galileans  to  meet,  and  bid  the  ambassa- 

idors  declare  to  them  the  anger  of  the  people  of  Jerusalem  at 

jirhat  had  been  done  by  Jonathan  and  his  colleagues,  and 

I  how  much  they  hated  their  wicked  doings,  and  how  they  had 

I  confirmed  me  in  tlie  government  of  their  country,  as  also  what 

I  related  to  the  order  they  had  in  writing  for  Jonathan  and  his 

Icolleagues  to  return  home.     So  I  immediately  sent  them  the 

lletter^  and  hid  him  that  carried  it  to  inquire,  as  well  as  be 

Icould,  how  they  intended  to  act  [on  this  occasion], 

6K  Now,  when  they  had  received  that  letter,  and  were 
^thereby  greatly  disturbed,  they  sent  for  John,  and  for  the 
^senators  of  Tiberias,  and  for  the  principal  men  of  the  Gaba- 
ens,  and  proposed  to  hold  a  council,  and  desired  them  to 
i*ider  what  was  to  be  done  by  them.     However,  the  go- 
rernors  of  Tiberias  were  greatly  disposed  to  keep  the  go- 
[vernment  to  themselves;   for  they  said  it  was  not  fit  to  desert 
I  their  city,  now  it  was  committed  to  their  trust,  and  that  other- 
uae  I  should  not  delay  to  fall  upon  them  ;  for  they  pretended 
hely  that  so  1  had  threatened  to  do.     Now  John  was  not 
»nly  of  their  opinion,  but  advised  them,  that  two  of  them 
ihould  go  to  accuse  me  before  the  multitude  [at  Jerusalem], 
that  I  did  not  manage  the  affairs  of  Galilee  as  I  ought  to  do; 
ind  that  they  would  easily  persuade  the  people,  because  of 
Fthcir  dignity,  and  because  the  whole  multitude  are  very  mu- 
table.    When,  therefore,  it  happened  that  John  had  sug- 
.gevted  the  wisest  advice  to  them*  they  resolved  that  two  of 
Ihem,  Jonatlian  and  Ananias,  should  go  to  the  people  of  Je- 
ruaalem,  and  the  other  two  [Suiion  and  Joai&ar]  should  be 


40  LIFE  OF  FLAVIUS  JOSEPHUS. 

left  behind  to  tarry  at  Tiberias.  They  also  took  along  widi 
them  a  hundred  soldiers  for  their  guard. 

6^.  However,  the  governors  of  Tiberias  took  care  to  hate 
their  city  secured  with  walls,  and  commanded  their  inhaU- 
tants  to  take  their  arms.  They  also  sent  for  a  great  many 
soldiers  from  John  to  assist  them  against  me,  if  there  should 
be  occasion  for  them.  Now  John  was  at  Gischala.  Jonar 
than,  therefore,  and  those  that  were  with  him,  when  they 
were  departed  from  Tiberias,  and  as  soon  as  they  were  come 
to  Dabaritta,  a  village  that  lay  in  the  utmost  parts  of  Galilee^ 
in  the  great  plain,  they  about  midnight  fell  among  the  guards 
I  had  set,  who  both  commanded  them  to  lay  aside  their  wear 
pons,  and  kept  them  in  bonds  upon  the  place,  as  I  had 
charged  them  to  do.  This  news  was  written  to  me  by  Levi, 
who  bad  the  command  of  that  guard  committed  to  him  by 
ine.  Hereupon  I  said  nothing  of  it  for  two  days ;  and,  pre^ 
tending  to  know  nothing  about  it,  I  sent  a  message  to  the 
people  of  Tiberias,  and  advised  them  to  lay  their  arms  aside, 
and  to  dismiss  their  men,  that  they  might  go  home.  But, 
supposing  that  Jonathan,  and  those  that  were  with  him,  were 
already  arrived  at  Jerusalem,  they  made  reproachful  answers 
to  me ;  yet  was  I  not  terrified  thereby,  but  contrived  another 
stratagem  against  them,  for  1  did  not  think  it  agreeable  with 
piety  to  kindle  the  fire  of  war  against  the  citizens.  As  I  was 
desirous  to  draw  those  men  away  from  Tiberias,  I  chose  out 
ten  thousand  of  the  best  of  my  armed  men,  and  divided  them 
into  three  bodies,  and  ordered  them  to  go  privately,  and  lie 
still  as  an  ambush,  in  the  villages.  I  also  led  a  thousand  into 
another  village,  which  lay  indeed  in  the  mountains,  as  did 
the  others,  but  only  four  iurlongs  distant  from  Tiberias,  and 
gave  order,  that  when  they  saw  mv  signal,  they  should  come 
down  immediately ;  while  I  myself  lay  with  my  soldiers  in 
the  sight  of  every  body.  Hereupon  the  people  of  Tiberias, 
at  the  sight  of  me,  came  running  out  of  the  city  perpetually, 
and  abused  me  greatly.  Nay,  their  madness  was  come  to 
that  height,  that  they  made  a  decent  bier  for  me,  and  stand- 
ing about  it,  they  mourned  over  me  in  the  way  of  jest  and 
sport ;  and  I  could  not  but  be  myself  in  a  pleasant  humour 
upon  the  sight  of  this  madness  of  theirs. 

63.  And  now  being  desirous  to  catch  Simon  by  a  wile,  and 
Joazar  with  him,  1  sent  a  message  to  them,  and  desired  them 
to  come  a  little  way  out  of  the  citv,  with  many  of  their  friends 
to  guard  them ;  for  I  said  1  would  come  down  to  them,  and 
make  a  league  with  them,  and  divide  the  government  of  Ga- 
lilee with  them.  Accordingly,  Simon  was  deluded  on  account 
of  his  imprudence,  and  out  of  the  hopes  of  gain,  and  did  not 
delay  to  come ;  but  Joazar,  suspecting  snares  were  laid  for 
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staid  behind.  So,  when  Simon  was  come  out»  and  hU 
Is  with  liim  for  his  guard,  1  met  him,  and  saluted  him 
great  civility,  and  professed  thut  I  w:is  obliged  to  him 
>r  his  coming  up  to  me :  but  a  httle  while  afterward  I  walked 
llong  with  him,  as  thounh  I  would  say  sumething  to  him  by 
bimself,  and,  when  I  had  tlrawn  him  a  good  way  from  his 
riends,  I  took  him  about  the  middle,  and  gave  him  to  my 
iriends  that  were  with  me*  to  carry  him  into  a  villRge;  and, 
'  [>iiimanding  my  armed  men  to  come  down,  I  with  them  made 
in  assault  upon  Tiberias.  Now,  as  the  fight  grew  hot  on 
both  sides,  and  tJie  soldiers  belonging  to  Tiberias  were  in  a 
air  way  to  conquer  me  (for  my  armed  men  were  already  fled 
Iway),  I  saw  the  posture  of  my  affairs;  and  encouraging 
iose  that  were  with  me,  I  pursued  those  of  Tiberias,  even 
rhen  they  were  already  conquerors,  into  the  city,  I  also 
?nt  another  band  of  soldiers  into  the  city  by  the  lake,  and 
ave  them  orders  to  set  on  fire  the  first  house  they  could 
eize  upon.  M' hen  this  was  done,  the  people  of  Tiberias 
lough t  that  their  city  was  taken  by  force,  and  so  threw  down 
tieir  arms  for  fear,  and  implored,  they,  their  wives,  and 
iren,  that  I  would  spare  their  city.  So  I  was  over-per- 
ied  by  their  entreaties,  and  restrained  the  soldiers  from 
le  vehemency  with  whicli  they  pursued  them;  while  I  my- 
M,  upon  the  coming  on  of  the  evening,  returned  back  with 
ay  soldiers,  and  went  to  refresh  myself*  I  also  invited  Si- 
iion  to  sup  with  me,  and  comforted  him  on  occasion  of  what 
Eld  happened ;  and  I  promised  that  I  would  send  him  safe 
ad  secure  to  Jerusalem,  and  withal  would  give  him  provi- 
Bon  for  his  journey  thither. 

64.  But,  on  the  next  day,  I  brought  ten  thousand  men 

rith  me,  and  came  to  Tiberias.     I  then  sent  for  the  principal 

men  of  the  multitude  into  the  public  place,  and  enjoined  them 

tell  me  who  were  the  authors  of  the  revolt;  and  when 

bey  had  told  me  who  the  men  were,  1  sent  them  bound  to 

^je  rity  Jotapata.     But,  as  to  Jonathan  and  Ananias,  I  freed 

t»em  from  their  bonds,  and  gave  them  provisions  for  their 

i>umey,  together  with  Simon  and  Joazar,  and  five  hundred 

ned  men  who  should  guard  them,  and  so  I  sent  them  to 

Perusalem.     The  people  of  Tiberias  also  came  to  me  again, 

ltd  desired  that  I  would  forgive  them  for  what  they  had 

lone,  and  ihey  said  they  would  amend  what  they  had  done 

as  with  regard  to  me,  by  their  fidelity  for  the  time  to 

oe  ;  and  they  besought  me  to  preserve  what  spoils  remained 

upon  the  plunder  of  the  city,  for  those  that  had  lost  them. — 

Accordingly,  I  enjoined  those  that  had  got  them,  to  bring 

aem  all  before  us;  and  when  they  did  not  comply  for  a  great 

rhilc,  and  I  saw  one  of  the  soldiers  that  were  about  me  with 

garment  on  that  was  more  splendid  than  ordinary,  I  asked 
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him  whence  he  had  it ;  and  he  replied  that  he  had  it  out  of 
the  plunder  of  the  city.  I  had  him  punished  with  stripeiy 
and  I  threatened  all  the  rest  to  inflict  a  severer  panishment 
upon  them,  unless  they  produced  before  us  whatsoever  thej 
had  plundered ;  and  when  a  great  many  spoila  were  hroDgbt 
together,  I  restored  to  every  one  of  Tiberias  what  they 
claimed  to  be  their  own. 

65.  And  now  1  am  come  to  this  part  of  my  narration,  I 
have  a  mind  to  say  a  few  things  to  Justus,  who  hath  himself 
written  a  history  concerning  these  affairs,  as  also  to  others 
who  profess  to  write  history,  but  have  Uttle  regard  to  truth, 
and  are  not  afraid,  either  out  of  ill-will  or  good-will  to  some 
persons,  to  relate  falsehoods.  These  men  do  like  those  who 
compose  forged  deeds  and  conveyances ;  and  because  they 
are  not  brought  to  the  like  punishment  with  them,  they  have 
no  regard  to  truth.  When,  therefore,  Justus  undertook  to 
write  about  these  facts,  and  about  the  Jewish  war,  that  he 
might  appear  to  have  been  an  industrious  man,  he  falsified 
in  what  he  related  about  me,  and  could  not  speak  truth  even 
about  his  own  country;  whence  it  is,  that  being  belied  by 
him,  I  am  under  a  necessity  to  make  my  defence ;  and  so  i 
shall  say  what  I  have  concealed  till  now.  And  let  no  one 
wonder  that  I  have  not  told  the  world  these  things  a  great 
while  ago.  For  although  it  be  necessary  for  an  historian  to 
write  the  truth,  yet  is  such  a  one  not  bound  severely  to  ani- 
madvert on  the  wickedness  of  certain  men ;  not  out  of  any 
favour  to  them,  but  out  of  an  author*s  own  moderation. 
How,  then,  comes  it  to  pass,  O  Justus !  thou  most  sagacious 
of  writers  (that  I  may  address  myself  to  him  as  if  he  were 
here  present),  for  so  thou  boastest  of  thyself,  that  I  and  the 
Galileans  have  been  the  authors  of  that  sedition  which  thy 
country  engaged  in  both  against  the  Romans  and  against  the 
king  [Agrippa  junior]  ?  For  before  ever  I  was  appointed 
governor  of  Galilee  by  the  community  of  Jerusalem,  both 
thou  and  all  the  people  of  Tiberias  had  not  only  taken  up 
arms,  but  had  made  war  with  Decapolis  of  Syria.  Accord- 
inglyy  ^hou  hadst  ordered  their  villages  to  be  burnt,  and  a 
domestic  servant  of  mine  fell  in  the  battle.  Nor  is  it  I  only 
who  say  this ;  but  so  it  is  written  in  the  commentaries  of 
Vespasian  the  emperor ;  as  also  how  the  inhabitants  of  De- 
capolis came  clamouring  to  Vespasian  at  Ptolemais,  and  de- 
sired that  thou,  who  wast  the  author  [of  that  war],  mightest 
be  brought  to  punishment.  And  thou  hadst  certainly  been 
punished  at  the  command  of  Vespasian,  had  not  king  Agrippa, 
who  had  power  given  him  to  have  thee  put  to  death,  at  the 
earnest  entreaty  of  his  sister  Bernice,  changed  the  punish- 
ment from  death  into  a  long  imprisonment.  Thy  political 
administration  of  affairs  afterward  doth  also  clearly  discover 
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both  thy  own  behaviour  in  life,  and  that  thou  wast  the  occa- 
sion of  thy  country's  revolt  from  the  Romans;  plain  signs 
of  which  I  shall  produce  presently.     I  have  also  a  mind  to 
say  a  few  things  to  the  rest  of  the  people  of  Tiberias  on  thy 
jccount,  and  to  demonstrate  to  those  that  light  upon  this 
■pstory,  that  you  bare  no  good-will,  neither  to  the  Romans, 
Tor  to  the  king*     To  be  sure,  the  greatest  cities  of  Galilee, 
O  Justus!  were  Sepphoris,  and  thy  country  Tiberias.     But 
^epphoris,  situated  in  the  very  midst  of  Galilee,  and  having 
^BBny  villages  about  it,  and  able  with  ease  to  have  been  bold 
Bpd  troulilesome  to  the  Romans,  if  they  had  so  pleased,  yet 
^Bd  it  resolve  to  continue  faithful  to  those  their  masters,  and 
at  the  same  time  excluded  me  out  of  their  city»  and  prohi- 
bited all  their  citizens  from  joining  with  the  Jews  in  the  war, 
and«  that  they  might  be  out  of  danger  from  me,  they  by  a 
file  got  leave  of  me  to  fortify  their  city  with  walls;  they 
»o,  of  their  own  accord,  admitted  of  a  garrison  of  Roman 
pons,  sent  them  by  Ccstius  Galhis,  who  was  then  president 
Syria,  and  ao  had  me  in  contempt,  though  I  was  then 
pry  powerful,  and  all  were  greatly  afraid  of  me  ;  and  at  the 
ae  time  that  the  greatest  of  our  cities,  Jerusalem,  was  be- 
jed,  and  that  temple  of  ours,  which  belonged  to  us  all, 
18  ]■  r  of  falling  under  the  enemy's  power,  they  sent 

nil'  thitlier,  as  not  willing  to  have  it  thought  they 
would  bear  anns  against  the  Romans.  But  as  for  thy  coun- 
ry,  O  Justus  !  situated  upon  the  lake  of  Gennesareth,  and 
listant  from  Hippos  thirty  furlongs,  from  Gadara  sixty,  and 
im  Scythopolis,  which  was  under  the  king  s  jmusdiction,  an 
Ired  and  twenty ;  when  there  was  no  Jewish  city  near, 
iht  easily  have  preserved  its  fidelity  [to  the  Romans],  if 
so  pleased  them  to  do ;  for  the  city  and  its  people  had 
plenty  of  weapons.  But,  as  thou  sayest,  I  was  then  the  au- 
thor [of  their  revolt].  And  pray,  O  Justus!  who  was  that 
author  afterwards/     For  thou  knowest  that  I  was  in  the 

E)wer  of  the  Romans  before  Jerusalem  was  besieged,  and 
ifore  the  same  time  Jotapata  was  taken  by  force,  as  well  as 
any  other  fortresses,  and  a  great  many  of  the  Galileans  fell 
the  war.  It  was  therefore  then  a  proper  time,  when  you 
were  certainly  freed  from  any  fear  on  my  account,  to  tlirow 
away  your  weapons,  and  to  demonstrate  to  the  king  and  to 
the  ilomans,  that  it  was  not  of  choice,  but  as  forced  by  ne- 
cessity, that  you  fell  into  the  war  against  them  ;  but  you 
staid  till  Vespasian  came  himself  as  far  as  your  walls,  with 
his  whole  army  ;  and  then  you  did  indeed  lay  aside  your 
weapons  out  of  fear,  and  your  city  had  for  certain  been  taken 
force,  unless  Vespasian  had  compiied  with  the  king's  sup- 
Itcation  for  you,  and  had  excused  your  madness.  It  was 
>t  I,  therefore,  who  was  the  author  of  this,  but  your  own 
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inclinations  to  war.  Do  not  you  remember  how  often  I  got 
you  under  my  power,  and  yet  put  none  of  you  to  death  ! 
rfay,  you  once  fell  into  a  tumult  one  against  another,  and 
slew  one  hundred  and  eighty-five  of  your  citizens,  not  on  ac- 
count of  your  good-will  to  the  king  and  to  the  Romans,  but 
on  account  of  your  own  wickedness,  and  this  while  I  was  be- 
sieged by  the  Komans  in  Jotapata.  Nay,  indeed,  were  there 
not  reckoned  up  two  thousand  of  the  people  of  Tiberias 
during  the  siege  of  Jerusalem,  some  of  which  were  slain,  and 
the  rest  caught  and  carried  captives  ?  But  thou  wilt  pre- 
tend that  thou  didst  not  engage  in  the  war,  since  thou  didst 
flee  to  the  king.  Yes,  indeed,  thou  didst  flee  to  him;  but  I 
say  it  was  out  of  fear  of  me.  Thou  sayest,  indeed,  that  it  is 
I  who  am  a  wicked  man.  But  then,  for  what  reason  was  it 
that  king  Agrippa,  who  procured  thee  thy  life  when  thou 
wast  condemned  to  die  by  Vespasian,  and  who  bestowed  so 
much  riches  upon  thee,  did  twice  afterward  put  thee  into 
bonds,  and  as  often  obliged  thee  to  run  away  from  thy  coun- 
try, and,  when  he  had  once  ordered  thee  to  be  put  to  deaths 
he  granted  thee  a  pardon  at  the  earnest  request  of  Berniee? 
And  when  (after  so  many  of  thy  wicked  pranks)  he  had 
made  thee  his  secretary,  he  caught  thee  falsifying  his  epistlelBi 
and  drove  thee  away  from  his  sight.  But  I  shall  not  inquire 
accurately  into  these  matters  of  scandal  against  thee.  Yet 
cannot  I  but  wonder  at  thy  impudence,  when  thou  hast  the 
assurance  to  say,  that  thou  hast  better  related  these  affairs 
[of  the  war]  than  have  all  the  others  that  have  written  about 
them,  whilst'thou  didst  not  know  what  was  done  in  Galilee; 
for  thou  wast  then  at  Berytus  with  the  kin^ ;  nor  didst  thou 
know  how  much  the  Romans  suffered  at  me  siege  of  Jota- 
pata, or  what  miseries  they  brought  upon  us ;  nor  couldst 
thou  learn  by  inquiry  what  I  did  during  that  siege  myself; 
for  all  those  that  might  afford  such  information  were  quite 
destroyed  in  that  siege.  But  perhaps  thou  wilt  say,  thou 
hast  written  of  what  was  done  against  the  people  of  Jerusa- 
lem exactly.  But  how  should  that  be  ?  for  neither  wast  thou 
concerned  in  that  war,  nor  hast  thou  read  the  commentaries 
of  Caesar ;  of  which  we  have  evident  proof,  because  thou 
hast  contradicted  those  commentaries  of  Caesar  in  thy  history. 
But  if  thou  art  so  hardy  as  to  aflSrm,  that  thou  hast  written 
that  history  better  than  all  the  rest,  why  didst  thou  not  pub- 
lish thy  history  while  the  emperors  Vespasian  and  Titus, 
the  generals  in  that  war,  as  well  as  king  Agrippa  and  his 
family,  who  were  men  very  well  skilled  in  the  learning  of  the 
Greeks,  were  all  alive?  for  thou  hast  had  it  written  these 
twenty  years,  and  then  mightest  thou  have  had  the  testimony 
of  thy  accuracy.  But  now  when  these  men  are  no  longer 
with  us,  and  thou  thinkest  thou  canst  not  be  contradicted, 
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thou  venturest  to  publish  it.  But  then  I  was  not  in  like 
Qanner  afraid  ufiny  own  writing,  but  I  offered  my  books  to 
'»e  emperors  themselves,  when  the  facts  were  ahnost  under 
8en*s  eyes  •  fur  I  was  conscious  to  myself,  that  I  had  ob- 
erved  the  truth  of  the  facts;  and  as  I  expected  to  have  their 
ilation  to  them,  so  I  was  not  deceived  in  such  expecta- 
Moreover,  I  immediately  presented  my  history  ta 
pany  other  persons,  some  of  which  were  concerned  in  the 
fskff  as  was  king  Agrippa  and  some  of  his  kindred*  Now 
^ae  emperor  Titus  was  so  desirous  that  the  knowledge  of 
||hese  affairs  should  be  taken  from  these  books  alone,  that  he 
Hubscrihed  his  own  hand  to  them,  and  ordered  that  they 
liould  be  published  ;  and  for  Agrippa,  he  wrote  me  sixty- 
vo  letters,  and  attested  to  the  truth  of  what  I  had  therein 
|elivered ;  two  of  which  letters  1  have  here  subjoined,  and 
lou  may  est  thereby  know  their  contents,  **  King  Agrippa 
Josephus,  his  dear  friend,  sendeth  greeting*  1  have  read 
^ver  ttiy  book  with  great  pleasure,  and  it  appears  to  me,  that 
'io\i  hast  done  it  much  more  accurately,  and  with  greater 
ire,  than  have  the  other  writers.  Send  me  the  rest  of  these 
[>oks.  Farewell,  my  dear  friend/* — **  King  Agrippa  to  Jo- 
^phuSj  his  dear  friend,  sendeth  greeting.  It  seems  by  what 
lou  hast  written,  that  thou  standest  in  need  of  no  instruc- 
ion,  in  order  to  our  information  from  the  begin ning*  How- 
lever,  when  thou  come&t  to  me,  I  will  inform  thee  of  a  great 
my  things  which  thou  dost  not  know/'  So  when  this  his- 
>ry  was  perfected,  Agrippa,  neither  by  way  of  flattery, 
rhtch  was  not  agreeable  to  him,  nor  by  way  of  irony,  as  thou 
Hi  say  (for  he  was  entirely  a  stranger  to  such  an  evil  dispo- 
lition  of  mind),  but  he  wrote  this  by  way  of  attestation  to 
rhat  was  true,  as  all  that  read  histories  may  do.  And  so 
duch  shall  be  said  concerning  Justus*,  which  I  am  obliged 
ndd  by  way  of  digression, 

rilie  ctiflmcicr  of  this  hii^tory  of  Jiii^tus  of  Tiberifts,  the  rWal  of  our  Josephus, 
^i  »  now  lo«t,  wilh  Its  only  remaining  fragment,  are  given  us  by  a  very  Me 
_g  PhoUns,  who  read  that  hisiory.     It  is  in  the  33d  code  of  his  Hibiio'iheca, 
nt\  runt  ihu»:  T  have  read  (says  Pnotius)  ihij  chronology  of  Justus  of  Tiberias, 
t  fit le  » ihJR,  [The ehronoltigit  n/']  thf  Kitigs  ofJudaht  which  »%tccefiifd  twr another, 
IJuMufi]  c^me  out  of  the  city  'I  iberiaa  in  GaUlee.     He  be^ns  h'ls  history  from 
I,  and  end*  it  not  till  the  death  of  Agrippa,  the  seventh  [ruler]  of  the  family  of 
» ftttd  the  last  king  of  the  Jews;  who  took  the  povernment  utidei  Claudius, 
^ttLgmented  under  Nero,  and  Mit!   more  augmented  by  \^espasian<     He  died 
^  third  year  of  Trajan,  where  aUo  hi&  history  eads.     He  is  very  coacise  in  hi» 
R,  and  ftli^htly  pa<^es  over  tho&e  nflPaira  that  were  most  nccess^ary  to  be 
Ion  *,  and  being  under  the  Jewish  prejudice*,  as  indeed  he  wa*  himself  a'&o 
I  Itw  by  birth,  he  makes  aot  the  lea^t  mention  of  the  appearance  of  Christ,  of  what 
htuga  happened  to  hitn.  or  of  the  wooderfui  works  that  he  did.     He  was  the  don  of 
ain  Jow«  %irhoti.e  name  vt^s,  Pi^tus*     He  was  a  min^  as  he  is  described  by 
__^btii,  of  a  most  profli;4uie  character;  a  Jilavc  both  to  money  and  to  f>leaiure, 
k|PBbltc  a0ain  he  w<ii  opposite  to  Joeephus  ;  and  it  is  related,  that  he  laid  many 
EpliU  agiLiASt  him,  but  that  Joaepbus.  though  be  had  this  hi&  enemy  frequently  under 
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66.  ^Mow,  when  I  had  settled  the  aifairs  of  Tiberias^  anct 
had  assembled  my  friends  as  a  sanhedrim,  1  consulted  what 
I  should  do  as  to  John.  Whereupon  it  appeared  to  be  the 
opinion  of  all  the  Galileans,  that  I  should  arm  them  all, 
and  march  against  John,  and  punish  him  as  the  author  of  all 
the  disorders  that  had  happened.  Yet  was  not  I  pleased 
with  their  determination ;  as  purposing  to  compose  these 
troubles  without  bloodshed.  Upon  this  I  exhorted  them  to 
use  the  utmost  care  to  learn  the  names  of  all  that  were  under 
John ;  which  when  they  had  done,  and  I  thereby  was  ap* 
prised  who  the  men  were,  I  published  an  edict,  wherein  I 
offered  security  and  my  right  hand  to  such  of  John's  party 
as  had  a  mind  to  repent ;  and  I  allowed  twenty  days'  time  to 
such  as  would  take  this  most  advantageous  course  for  them-* 
selves.  I  also  threatened,  that  unless  they  threw  down  their 
arms,  I  would  burn  their  houses,  and  expose  their  goods  to 
public  sale.  When  the  men  heard  of  this,  they  were  in  no 
small  disorder,  and  deserted  John;  and  to  the  number  of 
four  thousand  threw  down  their  arms,  and  came  to  me.  So 
that  no  others  staid  with  John  but  his  own  citizens,  and 
about  fifteen  hundred  strangers  that  came  from  the  metro* 
polis  of  Tyre ;  and,  when  John  saw  that  he  had  been  out- 
witted by  my  stratagem,  he  continued  afterward  in  his  own 
country,  and  was  in  great  fear  of  me. 

67.  But  about  this  time  it  was  that  the  people  of  Sepphoris 
grew  insolent,  and  took  up  arms,  out  of  a  confidence  they 
had  in  the  strength  of  their  walls,  and  because  they  saw  me 
engaged  in  other  affairs  also.  So  they  went  to  Cestius  CM* 
lus,  who  was  president  of  Syria,  and  desired  that  he  would 
either  come  quickly  to  them,  and  take  their  city  under  his 
protection,  or  send  them  a  garrison.  Accordingly  Gallos 
promised  them  to  come,  but  did  not  send  word  when  he 
would  come :  and  when  I  had  learned  so  much,  I  took  the 
soldiers  that  were  with  me,  and  made  an  assault  upon  the 
people  of  Sepphoris,  and  took  the  city  by  force.  The  Gali- 
leans took  this  opportunity  as  thinking  they  had  now  a  pro- 
per time  for  showing  their  hatred  to  them,  since  they  bore 
ill-will  to  that  city  also.  Then  they  exerted  themselves,  as 
if  they  would  destroy  them  all  utterly,  with  those  that  so- 

{'ourned  there  also.  So  they  fan  upon  them,  and  set  their 
louses  on  fire,  as  finding  them  without  inhabitants ;  for  the 
men  out  of  fear  ran  together  to  the  citadel.  So  the  Gali- 
leans carried  off  everything,  and  omitted  no  kind  of  desola- 
tion which  they  could  bring  upon  their  countrymen.     When 

his  power,  did  only  reproach  him  in  words,  and  so  let  him  go  without  farther 
punishment.  He  says  also,  that  the  history  which  this  man  wrote  is  for  the  main 
fabnious,  and  chiefly  as  to  those  parts  wheie  he  describes  the  Roman  war  with  tht 
Jews,  and  the  taking  of  Jerusalem.'* 
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I  saw  tills,  I  was  exceedingly  troubled  at  it,  and  commanded 
them  to  leave  off,  and  put  lliem  in  mind  that  it  was  not  agree- 
able to  piety  to  do  such  things  to  their  countrymen :  but 
since  they  neither  would  hearken  to  what  I  exhorted >  nor  to 
rhat  I  commanded  them  to  do,  (for  the  hatred  they  bore  to 
he  people  there  was  too  hard  for  my  exhortations  to  them), 
bid  those  my  friends,  who  were  most  faithful  to  me,  and 
rere  about  me,  to  give  out  reports,  as  if  the  Romans  were 
VUing  upon  the  other  part  of  the  city  with  a  great  army ; 
nd  this  I  did,  that,  by  such  a  report  being  spread  abroad, 
might  restrain  the  violence  of  the  Galileans,  and  preserve 
he  city  of  Sepphoris,  And  at  length  this  stratagem  had  its 
effect;  for,  upon  hearing  this  I'cport,  they  were  in  fear  for 
iselves,  and  so  they  left  off  plundering  and  ran  away  ;  and 
acre  especially,  because  they  saw  me,  their  general,  do 
§ame  also ;  for,  that  I  niii^ht  cause  this  report  to  be  be* 
fieved,  I  pretended  to  be  in  fear  as  well  as  they«  Thus  were 
he  inhabitants  of  Sepphoris  unexpectedly  preserved  by  thia 
jntrivance  uf  mine. 

6S,  Nay,  indeed »  Tiberias  liad  like  to  have  been  plundered 
by  the  Galileans  also  upon  the  following  occasion :  The  chief 
aen  of  the  senate  wrote  to  the  king,  and  desired  that  he 
Fould  come  to  them,  and  take  possession  of  their  city.  The 
king  promised  to  come,  and  wrote  a  letter  in  answer  to  theirs, 
id  gave  it  to  one  of  his  bed-chamber,  whose  name  was  Cris- 
pus,  and  who  was  by  birth  a  Jew,  to  carry  it  to  Tiberias. 
V'lien  the  Galileans  knew  that  this  man  carried  such  a  letter, 
ley  caught  him,  and  brought  him  to  me;  but  as  soon  as  the 
rbole  multitude  heard  of  it,  they  were  enraged,  and  betook 
hemselves  to  their  arms.  So  a  great  many  of  them  got  toge- 
ber  from  all  quarters  the  next  day,  and  came  to  the  city 
Lfiocbia,  where  I  then  lodged,  and  made  heavy  clamours  and 
Jled  the  city  of  Tiberias  a  traitor  to  them,  and  a  friend  to 
lie  king;  and  desired  leave  of  nie  to  go  down,  and  utterly 
Bstroy  it;  for  they  bore  the  like  ill-will  to  the  people  of  Ti- 
^rias,  as  they  did  to  those  of  Sepphoris. 
69,  When  I  heard  this,  I  was  in  doubt  what  to  do,  and 
ssilAtcd  by  what  means  I  might  deliver  Tiberias  from  the 
of  the  Galileans;  for  I  could  noi  deny  that  those  of  Ti- 
erias  had  written  to  the  king»  and  invited  him  to  come  to 
them;  for  his  letters  to  them,  in  answer  thereto,  would  fully 
^rovc  the  truth  of  that.  So  I  sat  a  long  while  musing  with 
riy>*elf,  and  then  said  to  them,  **  I  know  well  enough  that  the 
eople  of  Tiberias  have  offended;  nor  shall  I  forbid  you  to 
inder  the  city*  However,  such  things  ought  to  be  done 
^discretion ;  for  they  of  Tiberias  have  not  been  the  only 
grs  of  our  liberty,  but  many  of  the  most  eminent  pa- 
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triots  of  the  Galileans,  as  they  pretended  to  be,  have  done 
the  same.  Tarry  therefore  till  I  shall  thoroughly  find  out 
those  authors  of  our  danger,  and  then  you  shall  have  them 
all  at  once  under  your  power,  with  all  such  as  you  shall  your- 
selves bring  in  also/*  Upon  my  saying  this  I  pacified  the 
multitude,  and  they  left  off  their  anger,  and  went  their  ways; 
and  I  gave  orders  that  he  who  brought  the  king's  letters 
should  be  put  into  bonds ;  but  in  a  few  days  I  pretended  that 
I  was  obliged,  by  a  necessary  affair  of  my  own,  to  go  out  of 
the  kingdom.  I  then  called  Crispus  privately,  and  ordered 
him  to  make  the  soldier  that  kept  him  drunk,  and  to  run 
away  to  the  king.  So,  when  Tiberias  was  in  danger  of  being 
utterly  destroyed  a  second  time,  it  escaped  the  danger  by 
my  skilful  management,  and  the  care  that  I  had  for  its  pre- 
servation. 

70.  About  this  time  it  was  that  Justus,  the  son  of  PistuSy 
without  my  knowledge,  ran  away  to  the  king ;  the  occasion 
of  which  I  will  here  relate.  Upon  the  beginning  of  the  war 
between  the  Jews  and  the  Romans,  the  people  of  Tiberiaa 
resolved  to  submit  to  the  king,  and  not  to  revolt  from  the 
Romans;  while  Justus  tried  to  persuade  them  to  betake 
themselves  to  their  arms,  as  being  himself  desirous  of  inno- 
vations, and  having  hopes  of  obtaining  the  government  of 
Galilee,  as  well  as  of  his  own  country  [Tiberias]  also.  Yet 
did  he  not  obtain  what  he  hoped  for ;  because  the  Galileans 
bore  ill-will  to  those  of  Tiberias,  and  on  this  account  of  their 
anger  at  what  miseries  they  had  suffered  from  them  before 
the  war ;  thence  it  was,  that  they  would  not  endure  that  Jus- 
tus should  be  their  governor.  I  myself  also,  who  had  been 
intrusted  bv  the  community  of  Jerusalem  with  the  govern- 
ment of  Galilee,  did  frequently  come  to  that  degree  of  raae 
at  Justus,  that  I  had  almost  resolved  to  kill  him,  as  not  able 
to  bear  his  mischievous  disposition.  He  was  therefore  much 
afraid  of  me,  lest  at  length  my  passion  should  come  to  extre- 
mity ;  so  he  went  to  the  king,  as  supposing  that  he  should 
dwell  better  and  more  safely  with  him. 

71.  Now,  when  the  people  of  Sepphoris  had,  in  so  sur- 
prising a  manner,  escaped  their  first  danger,  they  sent  to 
Cestius  Qallus,  and  desired  him  to  come  to  them  immedi- 
ately, and  take  possession  of  their  city,  or  else  to  send  forces 
sufficient  to  repress  all  their  enemies*  incursions  upon  them ; 
and  at  the  last  they  did  prevail  with  Gallus  to  send  them  a 
considerable  army,  both  of  horse  and  foot,  which  came  in 
the  night-time,  and  which  they  admitted  into  the  city.  But 
when  the  country  round  about  it  was  harassed  by  the  Ro- 
man army,  I  took  those  soldiers  that  were  about  me,  and 
came  to  Garisme,  where  I  cast  up  a  bank,  a  good  way  off  the 
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ity  Sepphoris;  and  when  I  was  at  twenty  furlongs*  distance, 
cnme  upon  it  by  night,  and  made  an  assault  upon  its  walk 
ilh  my  forces ;  and  when  I  had  ordered  a  considerable  num- 
r  of  my  soldiers  to  scale  them  with  ladders^  I  became  mas- 
of  the  greatest  part  of  the  city.  But  soon  after,  our  un- 
iquaintedness  with  the  places  forced  us  to  retire,  after  we 

bad  killed  twelve  of  the  Roman  foot-men,  and  two  horsemeni 

d  a  few  of  the  people  of  Sepphori5>,  with  the  loss  of  only  a 

tgle  man  of  our  own.     And  when  it  afterward  came  to  a 

ttle  in  the  plain  against  the  horsemen,  and  we  had  under- 

ne  tlie  dangers  of  it  courageously  for  a  long  time,  we  were 

aten ;  for  upon  the  Romans  encompassing  me  about,  my 

Idiers  were  afraid,  and  fled  back.     Inhere  fell  in  that  battle 

of  those  that  had  been  intrusted  to  guard  my  body,  his 

le  was  Justus,  who  at  this  time  had  the  same  post  with 

e  king.     At  the  same  time  also  there  came  forces,  both 

Tsemen  and  foot-men,  from  the  king,  and  Sylla  their  com- 

nder,  who  was  the  captain  of  his  guard ;  this  Sylla  pitched 

camp  at  five  fiirlongs*  distance  from  Julias,  and   set  a 

lard  upon  the  roads,  both  that  which  led  to  Cana,  and  that 

hich  led  to  the  fortress  Gamala,  that  he  might  hinder  their 

habitants  from  getting  provisions  out  of  Galilee. 

72.  As  soon  as  I  had  gotten  intelligence  of  this,  1  sent  two 

on-^and  armed  men,  and  a  captain  over  them,  whose  name 

ras  Jeremiah,  who  raised  a  bank  a  furlong  off  Julias,  near  to 
e  river  Jordan,  and  did  no  more  than  skirmish  with  the 
lemy;  till  I  took  three  thousand  soldiers  myself,  and  came 
them.  But  on  the  next  day^  when  I  had  laid  an  ambush 
a  certain  valley,  not  far  from  the  banks,  I  provoked  those 
at  belonged  to  the  king  to  come  to  a  battle,  and  gave  orders 
my  ow^n  soldiers  to  turn  their  backs  upon  them,  until  they 
[lould  have  drawn  the  enemy  away  from  their  camp,  and 
light  thera  out  into  the  field,  which  was  done  accordingly; 
r  Sylla,  supposing  that  our  party  did  really  run  away,  waa 

tady  to  pursue  them,  w^hen  our  soldiers  that  lay  in  ambush 
k  them  on  their  backs,  and  put  them  all  into  great  disorder. 
also  immediately  made  a  sudden  turn  with  my  own  forces, 
d  met  those  of  the  king's  party,  and  put  them  to  flight, 
nd  I  had  performed  great  things  that  day,  if  a  certain  fitte 
d  not  been  my  hinderance ;  for  the  horse  on  which  I  rode, 
d  upon  w*hoseback  I  fought,  fell  into  a  quagmire,  and  threw 
;  on  the  ground,  and  I  was  bruised  on  my  wrists  and 
fried  into  a  village  named  Cepharnome,  or  Capernaum. 
~  my  soldiers  heard  of  this,  tliey  were  afraid  I  had  been 
hurt  than  I  was :  and  so  they  did  not  go  on  with  their 
r«uit  any  farther,  but  returned  in  very  great  concern  for 
I  therefore  sent  for  the  physicians,  and  while  I  was 
YOL.  I.  E 
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under  their  liaii(!»  I  continued  fevcnsh  that  day;  and  as  tlie 
physicians  directed,  I  waa  tfiat  niglit  removed  to  Tarichea*. 

73.  When  Sylla  and  his  party  were  informed  what  hap- 
pened to  me,  they  took  courage  again ;  and  understanding 
that  the  watch  was  neghgently  kept  in  our  camp,  they  by 
night  placed  a  body  of  horsemen  in  ambush  beyond  Jordan, 
and  when  it  was  day  they  provoked  us  to  fight;  and  as  we 
did  not  refuse  it,  but  came  into  the  phiin,  their  horsemen 
appeared  out  of  that  ambush  in  which  they  had  hiin,  and  put 
our  men  into  disorder^  and  made  them  run  away;  so  they 
slew  six  men  of  our  side.  Yet  did  tliey  not  go  off  with  the 
victory  at  last ;  for  when  they  heard  that  some  armed  men 
were  sailed  from  Tarichea;  to  Juiias,  they  were  afraid »  and 
retired. 

7'k  It  was  not  now  long  before  Vespasian  came  to  Tyre, 
and  king  Agrippa  with  him  ;  but  the  Tyrians  began  to  speak 
reproachfully  of  the  king,  and  called  him  an  enemy  to  the 
Romans.     For  they  said,  that  Philip,  the  general  of  his  army, 
had  betrayed  the  royal  palace,  and  the  Roman  forces  that 
were  in  Jerusalem,  and  that  it  was  done  by  bis  command. 
When  Vespasian   heard    of  this   report,  he    rebuked   the 
Tyrians  for  abusing  a  man  who  was  both  a  king,  and  a  friend 
to  the  Romans;  but  he  exhorted  the  king  to  send  Phihp  to 
Rome,  to  answer  for  what  he  had  done  before  Nero.     But, 
when  Philip  was  sent  thither,  he  did  not  come  into  the  sight 
of  Nero,  for  he  found  him  very  near  death,  on  account  of  the 
troubles  that  then  happened,  and  a  civil  war;  and  so  he  re- 
turned  to  the  king.     But,  when  Vespasian  was    come  to 
Ptoleniais,  the  chief  men  of  Decapolis  of  Syria  made  a  clamour 
against  Justus,  of  Tiberias,  because  he  had  set  their  villages 
on  fire:  so  Vespasian  delivered  him  to  the  king,  to  be  put  to 
death  by  those  under  the  king  s  jurisdiction ;  yet  did  the  king 
[unly]  put  him  into  bonds,  and  concealed  what  he  had  done 
from  \  espasian,  as  I  have  before  related.     But  the  people 
of  Sepplioris  met  Vespasian,  and  saluted  him,  and  had  forces 
sent  bim,  with  Placidus  their  commander:  he  also  went  up 
with  them,  as  I  also  followed  them,  till  Vespasian  came  into 
Galilee.     As  to  which  coming  of  his,  and  after  what  manner 
it  was  ordered,  and  how  he  fought  bis  first  battle  with  me 
near  the  village  Tarichea?,  and  how  from  thence  they  went 
to  Jotapata,  and  how  I  was  taken  alive,  and  bound,  and  how 
I  was  afterwards  loosed,  with  all  that  was  done  by  me  in  the 
Jewish  war,  and  during  the  siege  of  Jerusalem  ;  I  have  accu- 
rately related  them  in  the  books  concerning  the  war  of  the 
Jews.     However,  it  will,  I  think,  be  fit  for  me  to 
an  account  of  those  actions  of  my  life,  which  I  have  not 
in  that  book  of  the  Jewish  war. 
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75»  For,  when  the  siege  of  Jotapata  was  over,  and  I  was 
Bg  the  Romans,  I  was  kept  with  mucli  care,  by  means  of 
_reat  respect  that  Vespasian  showed  me.     Moreover,  at 
his  command,  I  married  a  virgin,  who  was  from  among  the 
■ptives  of  that  country*':  yet  did  she  not  hve  with  me  long, 
lut  was  divorced,  upon  my  being  freed  from  my  bonds,  and 
%y  going  to  Alexandria.     However,  I  married  another  wife 
Alexandria,  and  was  thence  sent,  together  with  Titus,  to 
be  siege  of  Jerusalem,  and  was  frequently  in  danger  of  being 
^ut  to  death ;  while  both  the  Jews  were  very  desirous  to  get 
ie  under  their  power,  in  order  to  have  me  punished ;  and 
le  Romans  also,  whenever  they  were  beaten,  supposed  that 
was   occasioned    by   my  treachery,    and   made   continual 
[imours  to  the  emperors,  and  desired  that  they  would  bring 
He  to  punishment,  as  a  traitor  to  them :  but  Titus  Caesar 
ras  well  acquainted  wdth  the  uncertain  fortune  of  war,  and 
^turned  no  answer  to  the  soldiers'  vehement  solicitations 
arainst  me.     Moreover,  when  the  city  Jerusalem  was  taken 
'  force,  Titus  Ca?sar  persuaded  me  frequently  to  take  what- 
ever I  would  of  the  ruins  of  my  country ;  and  said  that  he 
ive  me  leave  so  to  do.    But  when  ray  country  was  destroyed, 
thought  nothing  else  to  be  of  any  value,  which  1  could  take 
nd  keep  as  a  comfort  under  my  calamities;  so  I  made  this 
juest  to  Titus,  that  my  family  might  have  their  liberty : 
i'had  also  the  holy  books*^^  by  Titus's  concession.     Nor  was 
long  after,  that  I  asked  of  him  the  life  of  my  brother,  and 
^f  fifty  friends  with  him,  and  was  not  denied.     When  I  also 
ent  once  to  the  temple^  by  the  permission  of  Titus,  where 
licre  were  a  great  multitude  of  captive  women  and  children; 
got  all  those  that  I  remembered  as  among  my  own  friends 
[id  acquaintances  to  be  set  free,  being  in  number  about  one 
iindred  and  ninety ;  and  so  I  delivered  them  without  their 
ny  price  of  redemptioti,  and  restored  them  to  tlieir 
orlune.     And  when  I  was  sent  by  Titus  Caesar  with 
ereidiufii,  and  a  thousand  horsemen,  to  a  certain  village  called 
coa,  in  order  to  know  whether  it  were  a  place  fit  for  a 
I  a«  I  came  back,  I  saw  many  captives  crucified,  and 
thered  three  of  them  as  my  former  acquaintance.     I 
was  very  sorry  at  this  in  my  mind,  and  went  with  tears  in 
ay  eyes  to  Titus,  and  told  him  of  them ;  so  he  immediately 

^  \h'n  Joiephas.  a  prieflt.  honestly  coafcsses  that  he  did  that  at  the  commaDd  of 
fcsp^m.in,  winch  be  had  before  lold  us  wa^^  not  lawful  for  a  priest  Lo  do  by  Ihe  law 
bf   " '  ;    B,  111.  ch.  xiL  sect.  2.     I  mean,  the  laklog  a  captive  woman  tn 

^yinsl  Apphn,  B,  I.  ch.  vii.     But  he  seem»  to  have  been  (|uiekly 
'"  '  ''  ■  '^^  Mrilh  the  eommandi  of  an  emperor  would  uot  excuse 
v,  a*  UcKtckI  justly  observe*  here* 
'  clause,  and  its  aiO!ft  importanLcou&Ofiuences, sec  Essay 

tm  the  Old  Tesimiuent,  pagv  193«19&,*  ^ 
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commanded  them  to  be  taken  down,  and  to  have  the  greatest 
care  taken  of  thein,  in  order  to  their  recovery;  yet  two  of 
them  died  under  the  physician^s  hands,  while  the  third 
I  recovered. 

76.  But^  when  Titus  had  composed  the  troubles  in  Judea^ 
I  and  conjectured  that  the  lands  which  1  had  in  Judea  would 
[  bring  me  in  no  profit,  because  a  garrison  to  guard  the  country 
was  afterward  to  pitch  there,  he  gave  me  another  country  in 
the  plain*  And,  when  he  was  going  away  to  Rome,  he  made 
choice  of  me  to  sail  along  with  him,  and  paid  me  great  respect: 
and,  when  we  were  come  to  Rome,  1  had  great  care  taken  of 
me  by  Vespasian ;  for  he  gave  me  an  apartment  in  his  own 
house,  whicli  he  lived  in  before  he  came  to  the  emj>ire.  He 
also  honoured  me  with  the  privilege  of  a  Roman  citizen,  and 
gave  me  an  annual  pension;  and  continued  to  respect  me  to 
the  end  of  his  hfe,  without  any  abatement  of  his  kindness  to 
me;  which  %ery  thing  made  me  envied,  and  brought  me  into 
danger;  for  a  certain  Jew,  whose  name  was  Jonathan,  who 
had  raised  a  tumult  in  Cyrene,  and  had  persuaded  two 
thousand  men  of  that  country  to  join  with  him,  was  the  occa- 
sion of  their  ruin.  But,  wheti  he  was  bound  by  the  governor 
of  that  country t  and  sent  to  the  emperor,  he  told  him  that  I 
had  sent  him  both  weapons  and  money*  However,  he  could 
not  conceal  his  being  a  liar  from  Vespasian,  who  condemned 
him  to  die  ;  according  to  which  sentence  he  was  put  to  deatli. 
Nay,  after  that,  when  those  that  envied  my  good  fortune  did 
frequently  bring  accusations  against  me,  by  God  s  providence 
I  escaped  them  all.  1  also  received  from  Vespasian  no  small 
quantity  of  land,  as  a  free  gift  in  Judea;  about  which  time  I 
divorced  my  wife  also,  as  not  pleased  with  her  behaviour, 
though  not  till  she  had  been  the  mother  of  three  children, 
two  of  which  are  dead,  and  one^  whom  I  named  Hyrcanus,  is 
alive.  After  this  I  married  a  wife  who  had  lived  at  Crete, 
but  a  Jew  by  birth :  a  woman  she  was  of  eminent  parents, 
and  such  as  were  the  most  illustrious  in  all  the  country,  and 
whose  character  was  beyond  that  of  most  other  women,  as 
her  future  life  did  demonstrate.  By  her  I  had  two  sons,  the 
elder*s  name  was  Justus,  and  the  next  Simonides,  who  was 
also  named  Agrippa,  And  these  were  the  circumstances  of 
my  domestic  affairs.  However,  the  kindness  of  the  emi^eror 
to  mc  continued  still  the  same  ;  for,  when  \^espasian  was  dead, 
Titus,  who  succeeded  him  in  the  government,  kept  up  the 
same  respect  for  me  which  I  had  from  his  father;  and,  when 
I  had  frequent  accusations  laid  against  me,  he  would  not 
believe  them.  And  Domitian,  who  succeeded,  still  augmented 
his  respects  to  me ;  for  he  punished  those  Jews  that  were 
my  accusers,  and  gave  command  that  a  servant  of  mine,  who 
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was  a  eunuch,  and  my  accuser,  should  be  punished.  He 
also  made  that  country  I  had  in  Judea,  tax-free,  which  is  a 
mark  of  the  greatest  honour  to  him  who  hath  it ;  nay,  Domitia, 
the  wife  of  Caesar,  continued  to  do  me  kindnesses.  And  this 
is  the  account  of  the  actions  of  my  whole  life ;  and  let  others 
judge  of  my  character  by  them  as  they  please.  But  to  thee, 
O  Epaphroditus**!  thou  most  excellent  of  men,  do  I  dedicate 
all  this  treatise  of  our  Antiquities :  and  so,  for  the  present,  I 
here  conclude  the  whole. 


*  Of  this  EpapbrodituB,  see  the  note  on  the  Preface  to  the  AnUquities. 
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PREFACE % 

§  1.     Those  who  undertake  to  write  liistories,  do  not,  I 

}>erceive,  take  tliat  trouble  on  one  and  the  same  account,  but 
or  many  reasons,  and  those  such  as  are  very  difierent  one 
from  another:  for  some  of  them  apply  themselves  to  this 
part  of  learning  to  show  their  great  skill  in  composition,  and 
that  they  may  therein  acquire  a  reputation  for  speaking  finely; 
others  of  them  there  are  who  ^vrite  histories,  in  order  to 
gratify  those  tliat  happen  to  be  concerned  in  them,  and  on 
that  account  have  spared  no  pains,  but  rather  gone  beyond 
their  own  abilities  hi  the  performance;  but  others  there  are, 
who  of  necessity^  and  by  force,  are  driven  to  write  history, 
because  they  were  concerned  in  the  facts,  and  so  cannot 
excuse  themselves  from  committing  them  to  writing,  for  the 
advantage  of  posterity ;  nay,  there  are  not  a  few  who  are 
induced  to  draw  their  historical  facts  out  of  darkness  into 
lights  and  to  produce  them  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  on 
account  of  the  great  importance  of  the  facts  themselves  with 
which  they  have  been  concerned.  Now  of  these  several 
reasons  for  writing  history,  1  must  profess  the  two  last  were 
my  own  reasons  also:  for  since  I  was  myself  interested  in 
that  war  w^hich  we  Jews  had  with  the  Romans,  and  knew 
myself  its  particular  actions,  and  what  conclusion  it  had,  I 
was  forced  to  give  the  history  of  it,  because  I  saw  that  others 
perverted  the  truth  of  those  actions  in  their  writings. 

2.  Now  I  have  undertaken  the  present  work^  as  thinking 
it  will  appear  to  all  the  Greeks  ^  worthy  of  their  study  ;  for 
it  wUJ  contain  all  our  antiquities,  and  the  constitution  of  our 
ffovernment,  as  interpreted  out  of  the  Hebrew  scriptures. 
And  indeed  I  did  formerly  intend,  when  I  wrote  of  the  war% 
to  explain  who  the  Jews  originally  were ;  what  fortunes  they 
had  been  subject  to ;  and  by  what  legislator  they  had  been 

*  Thispnhct  of  Josephus's  is  excellent  in  its  kiad»  and  highly  worthy  the  repeated 
pemta)  or  the  reader,  before  he  set  about  the  peroiuii  of  the  work  itself. 

^  Th«t  i%t  &II  the  geatiles.  both  Greeks  aad  Romans. 

'  We  mAy  teasooably  note  here«  that  Joi^ephus  wrote  hie  6eytn  books  of  tho  Jewish 
m  long  before  ho  wrote  these  his  AniiduiLies,    Tho^e  books  of  the  war  were 

•^^  '    \  about  A.  I),  75.  and  these  Antujuities  A*  I),  93,  about  eighteen  years 


66  ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS. 

instructed  in  piety,  and  the  exercise  of  other  virtues ;  what 
wars  also  they  had  made  in  remote  ages,  till  they  were 
unwillingly  engaged  in  this  last  with  the  Romans:  but  because 
this  work  would  take  up  a  great  compass,  I  separated  it  into 
a  set  treatise  by  itself,  with  a  beginning  of  its  own^  and  its 
own  conclusion ;  but  in  process  of  time,  as  usually  happens 
to  such  as  undertake  great  things,  I  grew  weary,  and  went 
on  slowly,  it  being  a  large  subject,  and  a  difficult  thing  to 
translate  our  history  into  a  foreign,  and  to  us  unaccustomed 
language.  However,  some  persons  there  were  who  desired 
to  know  our  history,  and  so  exhorted  me  to  go  on  with  it; 
and  above  all  the  rest  Epaphroditus  ^,  a  man  who  is  a  lover 
of  all  kind  of  learning,  but  is  principally  delighted  with  the 
knowledge  of  history,  and  this  on  account  of  his  having  been 
himself  concerned  in  great  affairs,  and  many  turns  of  fortune, 
and  having  shown  a  wonderful  vigour  of  an  excellent  nature, 
and  an  immovable  virtuous  resolution  in  them  all.  I  yielded 
to  this  man*s  persuasions,  who  always  excites  such  as  have 
abilities  in  what  is  useful  and  acceptable,  to  join  their 
endeavours  with  his.  I  was  also  ashamed  myself  to  permit 
any  laziness  of  disposition  to  have  a  greater  influence  upon 
me,  than  the  delight  of  taking  pains  in  such  studies  as  were 
very  useful;  I  thereupon  stirred  up  myself,  and  went  on  with 
my  work  more  cheerfully.  Besides  the  foregoing  motives,  I 
had  others  which  I  greatly  reflected  on;  and  these  were, 
that  our  forefathers  were  willing  to  communicate  such  things 
to  others;  and  that  some  of  the  Greeks  took  consideraUe 
pains  to  know  the  affairs  of  our  nation. 

8.  I  found  therefore  that  the  second  of  the  Ptolemies  was 
a  king  who  was  extraordinarily  diligent  in  what  concerned 
learning,  and  the  collection  of  books;  that  he  was  also 
peculiarly  ambitious  to  procure  a  translation  of  our  law,  and 
of  the  constitution  of  our  government  therein  contained,  into 
the  Greek  tongue.  Now  Eleazar  the  Tiigh  priest,  one  not 
inferior  to  any  other  of  that  dignity  among  us,  did  not  envy 
the  forenamed  king  the  participation  of  that  advantage,  which 
otherwise  he  would,  for  certain,  have  denied  him,  but  that 
he  knew  the  custom  of  our  nation  was,  to  hinder  nothing  of 
what  we  esteemed  ourselves  from  being  communicated  to 
others.  Accordingly  I  thought  it  became  me,  both  to  imitate 
the  generosity  of  our  high  priest,  and  to  suppose  there  might 
even  now  be  many  lovers  of  learning  like  the  king ;  for  he 
did  not  obtain  all  our  writings  at  that  time ;  but  Uiose  who 

*  This  Epaphroditus  was  cerUinly  alive  in  the  third  year  of  Trajan,  A.  D.  100. 
See  the  note  on  Antiq.  B.  I.  against  Apion,  sect.  1.  vol.  vi.  Who  he  was  we  do 
not  know  ;  for  as  to  Epaphroditus,  the  freed-inan  of  Nero,  and  afterwards  Domitian's 
secreUry,  who  was  put  to  death  by  Domitian  in  the  14th  or  16th  year  of  his  reign, 
he  could  not  be  alive  in  the  third  of  Trajan. 
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were  sent  to  Alexandria  as  interpreters,  gave  him  only  the 

books  of  the  law,  while  ihere  were  a  vast  number  of  other 

matters  in  our  sacred  books.     They  indeed  contain  in  them 

le  history  of  five  thousand  years ;  in  which  time  happened 

fiany  strange  accidents,   many  chances   of  war,  and  great 

[;tions  of  the  commanders,  and  mutations  of  the  form  of  our 

lovernment.     Upon  the  whole,  a  man  that  will  peruse  this 

istory,  may  principally  learn  from  it  that  all  events  succeed 

reU,  even  to  an  incredible  degree,  and  the  reward  of  felicity 

proposed  by  God;  but  then  it  is  to  those  that  follow 

lis  will,  and  do  not  venture   to  break  his  excellent  laws; 

lad  that  so  far  as  men  any  way  apostatise  from  the  accurate 

observation  of  them^  what  was  practicable  before,  becomes 

ipracticable ■ ;  and  whatsoever  they  set  about  as  a  good 

lling  is  converted  into  an  incurable  calamity.     And  now  I 

exhort  all  those  that  peruse  these  books,  to  apply  their  minds 

lo  God;  and  to  examine  the  mind  of  our  legislator,  whether 

lie  hath  not  understood  his  nature  in  a  manner  worthy  of 

and  hath  not  ever  ascribed  to  him  such  operations  as 

ecotne  his  power,  and  hath  not  preserved  his  writings  from 

lose  indecent  fables  which  others  have  framed,  although 

by  the   great  distance  of  time  when  he   lived,  he  might 

iJiave  securely  forged  such  lies ;  for  he  lived  two  thousand 

fears  ago;  at  which  vast  distance  of  ages  the  poets  them- 

^Ives  have  not  been  so  hardy  as  to  fix  even  (he  generations  of 

rieir  gods,  much  less  the  actions  of  tlieir  men,  or  their  own 

iws.     As  I  proceed,  therefore,  1   shall  accurately  describe 

rhat  is  contained  in  our  records,  m  the  order  of  time  that 

glongs   to  them  ;   for   I   have   already  promised  so   to  do 

^ughout  this  undertaking,  and  this  without  adding  any 

^  to  what  is  therein  contained,  or  taking  away  anything 

Srefrom. 

k  But  because  almost  all  our  constitution  depends  on  the 
wisdom  of  Moses,  oilr  legislator,  I  cannot  avoid  saying  some- 
what concerning  him  before  hand,  though  I  shall  do  it  briefly; 
I  mean,  because  otherwise  those  that  read  my  books  may 
wonder  how  it  comes  to  pass,  that  my  discourse,  which 
promises  an  account  of  laws  and  historical  facts,  contains  so 
Ameh  of  philosophy.  The  reader  is  therefore  to  know,  that 
Mosea  deemed  it  exceeding  necessary,  that  he  who  would 
conduct  his  own  Ufe  well,  and  give  laws  to  others,  in  the 
Brut  place  should  consider  the  divine  nature,  and  upon  tlie 
contemplation  of  God's  operations,  should  thereby  imitate 
the  best  of  all  patterns,  so  far  as  it  is  possible  for  human 
Dttare  to  do,  and  to  endeavour  to  follow  after  itj  neither 


•  Joveplnui  hert  plainly  atludes  to  ih«  famous  Greek  proverb.  If  God  bt  witb  us, 
cwwj  thin^  tJiat  ii  impofsible  becomes  possible. 
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could  the  legislator  himself  have  a  right  niiiitl  without  such  a 
contemplation ;  nor  would  any  thing  he  should  write  tend  to 
the  promotion  of  virtue  in  his  readers;  I  mean,  unless  they 
be  taught  first  of  all,  that  God  is  the  Father  and  Lord  of  all 
things,  and  sees  all  things,  and  that  thence  he  bestows  a 

I  happy  hfe  upon  those  that  follow  him ;  but  plunges  such  as 
do  not  walk  in  the  paths  of  virtue,  into  inevitable  miseries. 
Now  when  Moses  w^as  desirous  to  teach  this  lesson  to  bis 
countrymen,  he  did  not  begin  the  establishment  of  his  laws 
after  the  same  manner  that  other  legislators  did  j  I  mean^ 
upon  contracts  and  other  rites  hetw^een  one  man  and  another, 
but  by  raising  their  minds  upwards  to  regard  God,  and  his 
creation  of  the  world ;  and  by  persuading  them,  that  we  men 
are  the  most  excellent  of  the  creatures  of  God  upon  earth- 
Now  when  once  he  had  brought  them  to  submit  to  religion, 
he  easily  persuaded  them  to  submit  in  all  other  tilings ;  for 

j  as  to  other  legislators,  they  followed  fables,  and  by  their 

I  discourses  transferred  the  most  reproachful  of  human  vices 
unto  the  gods,  and  so  aflbrded  wicked  men  the  most  plausible 
excuses  for  their  crimes;  but  as  for  our  legislator,* when  he 

'had  once  demonstrated  that  God  was  possessed  of  perfect 
virtue,  he  supposed  that  men  also  ought  to  strive  after  the 

I  participation  of  it ;  and  on  those  who  did  not  so  think,  and  so 
believe,  he  inflicted  the  severest  punishments.  I  exhort, 
therefore,  my  readers  to  examine  this  whole  undertaking  in 
that  view;  for  thereby  it  will  appear  to  them,  that  there  is 
nothing  therein  disagreeable  either  to  the  majesty  of  God,  or 
to  his  love  to  mankind;  for  all  things  have  here  a  reference 
to  the  nature  of  the  universe;  while  our  legislator  speaks 
6ome  tilings  wisely,  but  enigmatically^  and  others  under  a 
decent  allegory  but  still  explains  such  things  as  required  a 

I  direct  explication  plainly,  and  expressly.  However,  those 
that  have  a  mind  to  know  the  reasons  of  every  thing,  may 
find  here  a  very  curious  philosophical  theory,  which  I  now 
indeed  shall  waive  the  explication  of,  but  if  God  afford  me 

I  time  for  it,  I  will  set  aboul  writing  it^  after  I  have  finished 

[the  present  work.  I  shall  now  betake  myself  to  the  history 
before  me,  after  I  have  first  mentioned  what  Moses  says  of 

I  the  creation  of  the  world,  which  I  find  described  in  the  sacred 

^  books  after  the  manner  following. 

'  As  to  this  iatended  work  of  Josepbtis't,  cooceraiag  the  reasons  of  rnanj  of  tb« 

^  Jewish  lawsp  and  what  p'bilo&op!ijeiil  or  allegorical  sense  ihcy  would  bear,  the  loss 

\  of  which  work  1%  by  &omo  of  the  IcarneU  not  much  resetted,  I  am  tocliQableiii  ptrt 

I  to  Fabricius's  opinion,  np.  Hnvt>rcamp,  p.  63,  64,  that  **  we  need  not  doubt  but, 

1  mraong  some  vain  andfrit^id  coojeclii res  derived  from  Jewish  imnginationf,  Joj>enhus 

tvould  have  taught  us  a  j^reatcr  number  of  exceltcat  and  useful  things,  which  perhaps 

nobody,  neither  among  the  Jews  nor  among  the  ChmlianSj  can  now  iuform  us  of; 

so  that  1  would  give  a  |^eat  deal  to  Hod  il  stiJl  eztanU"  ^— 
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BOOK  I. 

CONTAINING  THE  INTERVAL  OF  THREE  THOUSAND  EIGHT 
HUNDRED  AND  THIRTY-THREE  YEARS. 

FROM  THE  CREATION  TO  THE  DEATH  OF  ISAAC. 
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CHAPTER  I. 

Constitution  of  the  Worlds  ami  the  Deposition  of  the 

Elements, 

1.  In  the  beginning  God  created  the  heaven  and  the  earth, 
ut  when  the  earth  did  not  come  into  sight,  but  was  covered 
ith  thick  darkness,  and  a  wind  moved  upon  its  surface, 
God  commanded  that  there  slumld  be  light:  and  when  that 
as  made,  he  considered  tlie  whole  mass,  and  separated  the 
_ht  and  the  darkness ;  and  the  name  he  gave  to  one  was 
jght,  and  the  other  he  called  day :  and  he  named  the  be- 
inning  of  hght,  and  the  lime  of  rest,  the  evening  and  tlic 
rning*     And  this  was  indeed  the  first  day.     But  Moses 
id  it  was  one  day ;  the  cause  of  which  I  am  able  to  give 
ven  nowj  but  because  I  have  promised  to  give  such  reasons 
>T  all  things  in  a  treatise  by  itself,  I  shall  put  ott'  its  expo- 
ition  till  that  time.    After  this,  on  the  second  day,  he  placed 
e  heaven  over  tlie  whole  world,  and  separated  it  from  the 
thcr  parts,  and  he  determined  it  should  stand  by  itself.  He 
"so  placed  a  crystalline  [lirmament]  round  it,  and  put  it  to- 
;ether  in  a  manner  agreeable  to  the  earth,  and  fitted  it  for 
^ving  moisture  and  rain,  and  for  affording  the  advantage  of 
ews.     On  the  third  day  he  appointed  the  dry  land  to  ap- 
pear, with  the  sea  itself  round  about  it ;  and  on  the  very 
lame  day  he  made  the  plants  and  the  seeds  to  spring  out  of 
the  earth.     On  tlie  fourth  day  he  adorned  the  heaven  with 
the  sun,  the  moon,  and  the  other  stars,  and  appointed  them 
their  motions  and  courses,  that  the  vicissitudes  of  the  sea- 
BOns  might  be  clearly  signified.     And  on  the  fiflh  day  he 
produced  the  living  creatures,  both  those  that  swim,  and 
those  that  fly ;  the  former  in  the  sea,  the  latter  in  the  air : 
he  also  sorted  them  as  to  society,  and  mixture  for  procrea- 
tion, and  that  their  kinds  might  increase  and  multiply.     On 
the  sixth  day  he  created  the  four-footed  beasts,  and  made 
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them  male  and  female :  on  the  same  day  he  also  formed  man. 
Accordingly  Moses  says,  that  in  just  six  days  the  world  and 
all  that  is  therein  was  made.  And  that  the  seventh  day  was 
a  rest,  and  a  release  from  the  labour  of  such  operations; 
whence  it  is  that  we  celebrate  a  rest  from  our  labours  on 
that  day,  and  call  it  the  Sabbath ;  which  word  denotes  rest 
in  the  Hebrew  tongue. 

2.  Moreover  Moses,  after  the  seventh  day  was  over', 
begins  to  talk  philosophically  ;  and  concerning  the  formation 
of  man  says  thus ;  that  God  took  dust  from  the  ground,  and 
formed  man,  and  inserted  in  him  a  spirit  and  a  soul  ^.  This 
man  was  called  Adam,  which  in  the  Hebrew  tongue  signifies 
one  that  is  red,  because  he  was  formed  out  of  red  earth  com- 
pounded together ;  for  of  that  kind  is  virgin  and  true  earth. 
God  also  presented  the  living  creatures  when  he  had  made 
them,  according  to  their  kinds,  both  male  and  female,  to 
Adam,  and  gave  them  those  names  by  which  they  are  still 
called.  But  when  he  saw  that  Adam  had  no  female  compa- 
nion, no  society,  for  there  was  no  such  created,  and  that  he 
wondered  at  the  other  animals  which  were  male  anlA  female, 
he  laid  him  asleep,  and  took  away  one  of  his  ribs,  and  out  of 
it  formed  the  woman ;  whereupon  Adam  knew  her  when  she 
was  brought  to  him,  and  acknowledged  that  she  was  made 
out  of  himself.  Now  a  woman  is  called  m  the  Hebrew 
tongue  Issa ;  but  the  name  of  this  woman  was  Eve,  which 
signifies  the  mother  of  all  living. 

3.  Moses  says  farther,  that  God  planted  a  paradise  in  the 
east,  flourishing  with  all  sorts  of  trees ;  and  that  among  them 
was  the  tree  of  life,  and  another  of  knowledge,  whereby  was 
to  be  known  what  was  good  and  evil;  and  that  when  he 
brought  Adam  and  his  wife  into  this  garden,  he  commanded 
them  to  take  care  of  the  plants.  Now  the  garden  was 
watered  by  one  river ',  which  ran  round  about  the  whole 

*  Since  Josephus  in  his  Preface,  §  4.  says,  That  Moses  wrote  some  things  eoig- 
matically,  some  allegorical ly,  and  the  rest  in  plain  words,  since  in  his  account  of 
the  first  chapter  of  Genesis,  and  the  first  three  verses  of  the  second,  he  gives  us  no 
hints  of  any  mystery  at  all ;  but  when  he  here  comes  to  verse  4,  etc.  he  says  that 
Moses,  after  the  seventh  day  was  over,  began  to  talk  philosophically,  it  is  not  very 
improbable  that  he  understood  the  rest  of  the  second  and  the  third  chapters  in  8om« 
enigmatical,  or  allegorical,  or  philosophical  sense.  The  change  of  the  name  of  God 
just  at  this  place,  from  Elohim  to  Jenovah  Elohim  ;  from  God  to  Lord  God,  in  the 
Hebrew,  Samaritan,  and  Septuagint,  does  also  not  a  little  favour  some  such  change 
in  the  narration  or  construction. 

^  We  may  observe  here,  that  Josephus  supposed  man  to  be  compounded  of 
spirit,  soul,  and  body,  with  St.  Paul,  1  Thess.  v.  23.  and  the  rest  of  the  ancients : 
he  elsewhere  says  also,  that  the  blood  of  animals  was  forbidden  to  be  eaten,  u 
having  in  it  soul  and  spirit  Antiq.  B.  III.  chap,  zi.  §  2. 

*  Whence  this  strange  notion  came,  which  yet  is  not  peculiar  to  Josephus,  but 
as  Dr.  Hudson  says  here,  is  derived  from  older  authors,  as  if  four  of  the  greatest 
rivers  in  the  world,  running  two  of  them  at  vast  distances  from  the  other  two,  by 
some  means  or  other  watered  paradise,  is  hard  to  say.  Only  since  Josephus  has  al- 
ready appeared  to  allegorise  this  history,  and  takes  notice  that  these  four  names 
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earth,  and  was  parted  into  four  part§.     And  Phison,  which 
^enotes  a  multitude,  running  into  India,  makes  it  exit  into 
Bhe  sea,  and  is  by  the  Greeks  called  Ganges.     Euphrates 
also,  as  well  as  Tigris,  goes  down  into  the  Red  Sea**.     Now 
^be  name  Euphrates,  or  Phrath,  denotes  either  a  dispersion, 
Br  a  flower  :  by  Tigris,  or  Diglath,  is  signified  what  is  swift, 
^pith  narrowness ;  and  Geon  runs  through  Egypt^  and  de- 
motes what  arises  from  the  east,  which  the  Greeks  call  Nile. 
4,  God  therefore  commanded  tliat   Adam  and  his  wife 
should  eat  of  all  the  rest  of  the  plants,  but  to  abstain  from 
"Tie  tree  of  knowledge  ;  and  foretold  to  them,  that  if  they 
^uehed  it,  it  would  prove  their  destruction.     But  while  all 
[ie  living  creatures  had  one  language ",  at  tbat  time  the  ser- 
&nt,  which  then  lived  together  Avith   Adam  and  his  wife, 
bowed  an  envious  disposition,  at  his  supposal  of  their  living 
appily,  and  in  obedience  to  the  commands   of  God  ;  and 
aagining,  that  when  they  disobeyed  them,  they  would  fall 
Ito  calamities,  he  persuaded  the  woman,  out  of  a  malicious 
atention^,  to  taste  of  the  tree  of  knowledge,  telling  them, 
kat  in  that  tree  was  the  knowledge  of  good  and  evil ;  which 
lowledge  when  tliey  should  obtain,  they  would  lead  a  happy 
fe,  nay,  a  hfe  not  inferior  to  that  of  a  god  :  by  which  means 
lie  overcame  the  woman,  and  persuaded  her  to  despise  the 
'  smmand  of  God*     Now  when  she  had  tasted  of  that  tree, 
id  was  pleased  with  its  fruit,  she  persuaded  Adam  to  make 
of  it  also.     Upon  this  they  perceived  that  they  were  be- 
3me  naked  to  one  another ;  and  being  ashamed  thus  to  ap~ 
ear  abroad,  they  invented  somewhat  to  cover  them  j  for  the 

had  a  p&rticular  sigtiificalioT) ;  Fhisoa  for  Ganges,  a  muUUude ;  PhraUi  for  Eu- 
phrates, either  a  dispersion  or  a  flower;  Diglath  for  Tigris,  what  ia  swift,  with 
~>  ,  and  Geon  for  Nile,  what  arises  from  the  cast;  we  perhaps  mistake 
Nve  fuppose  he  literally  iDcatis  those  four  rivers ;  e*iiecially  as  to  Geon 
litch  an»eft  from  the  eaVt.  white  he  very  v^eW  koew  tne  literal  Nile  arises 
om  iltc  south  I  though  whnt  faither  allegoriciiLJ  senise  he  had  ia  view»  is  noWj  I 
iiiipos&ihte  to  be  dtteTmioed, 

'^ylhe  Red  Sea  is  not  here  meant  the  Arahian  Gulf,  which  alone  we  now  catl 
lat  asine.  but  all  that  south  &ea.  which  included  the  lUd  Sea,  and  the  Persifin 
.  Ri  ht  as  the  East  lodies ;  as  Relatid  an<l  Hudson  here  truly  note,  from  the 
[  gtocruphvrs, 

•  lIcncQ  it  appears,  that  Josephus  thought  several,  at  least,,  of  the  hnite  animala, 

(uUrly  the  serpent^  could  speak  before  the  Fall.     And  1  tiiink  few  of  the  more 

t  kind*  of  those  animab  waiil  the  orjjaus  of  speech  al  ibis  day.     Many  in- 

ettti  there  are  also  to  a  notion,  that  the  present  state  they  are  in  is  not  their 

I  state ;  and  that  their  capacities  have  bien  once  much  greater  than  we  now 

i»,  and  arc  capable  of  being  restored  to  their  former  condition.     But  as  to 

«t  ancient,  and  authentic,  and  probably  altf|[orical  account  of  thnt  grand 

,    T  the  fall  of  onr  first  parents,  I  have  somewhat  more  to  say  in  way  of  conjee* 

,  but.  beio^  only  a  conjecture,  T  omit  it ;  onty  thus  far,  that  the  imputation  of 

I  of  our  first  parents  to  their  posterity,  any  farther  than  as  some  way  the  cause 

Of  o^maion  of  man's  mortality,  seems  almost  entirely  groundless;  and  that  both 

niaa.  and  the  other  subordinate  creatures,  are  hcreaiier  lo  be  delivered  from  rhe 

^^eynw  then  brought  upon  them,  and  at  last  to  be  delivered  from  thai  bondage  of  cor- 

^Vrttption^  Hotn.  viii.  19—2*2. 
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tree  sharpened  their  understanding ;  and  they  covered  them- 
selves with  fig-leaves ;  and  tying  these  before  them^  out  of 
modesty,  they  thought  they  were  happier  than  they  were  be- 
fore,  as  they  had  discovered  what  they  were  in  want  of. 
But  when  God  came  into  the  garden^  Adam,  who  was  wont 
before  to  come  and  converse  with  him,  being  conscious  of  his 
wicked  behaviour,  went  out  of  the  way.  This  behaviour 
surprised  God;  and  he  asked  what  was  the  cause  of  this  his 
procedure ;  and  why  he,  that  before  delighted  in  that  con- 
versation, did  now  ny  from  it,  and  avoid  it.  When  he  made 
no  reply,  as  conscious  to  himself  that  he  had  transgressed 
the  command  of  God,  God  said,  '^  I  had  before  determined 
about  you  both,  how  you  might  lead  a  happy  life,  without 
any  affliction,  and  care,  and  vexation  of  soul ;  and  that  all 
things  which  might  contribute  to  your  enjoyment  and  plea- 
sure should  grow  up  by  my  providence,  of  their  own  accord, 
without  your  own  labour  and  pains-taking;  which  state  of 
labour  and  pains-taking  would  soon  bring  on  old  age,  and 
death  would  not  be  at  any  remote  distance :  but  now  thou 
hast  abused  this  my  good  will,  and  hast  disobeyed  my  com- 
mands ;  for  thy  silence  is  not  the  sign  of  thy  virtue,  but  of 
thy  evil  conscience."  However,  Adam  excused  his  sin,  and 
entreated  God  not  to  be  angry  at  him,  and  laid  the  blame  of 
what  was  done  upon  his  wife ;  and  said,  that  he  was  deceived 
by  her,  and  thence  became  an  offender ;  while  she  again  ac* 
cuscd  the  serpent.  But  God  allotted  him  punishment,  be- 
cause he  weakly  submitted  to  the  counsel  of  his  wife;  and 
said,  the  ground  should  not  henceforth  yield  its  fruits  of  its 
own  accord,  but  that  when  it  should  be  harassed  by  their 
labour,  it  should  bring  forth  some  of  its  fruits,  and  refuse  to 
bring  forth  others.  He  also  made  Eve  liable  to  the  incon- 
veniency  of  breeding,  and  the  sharp  pains  of  bringing  forth 
children,  and  this  because  she  persuaded  Adam  with  the 
same  arguments  wherewith  the  serpent  had  persuaded  her, 
and  had  thereby  brought  him  into  a  calamitous  condition. 
He  also  deprived  the  serpent  of  speech,  out  of  indignation 
at  his  malicious  disposition  towards  Adam.  Besides  this,  he 
inserted  poison  under  his  tongue,  and  made  him  an  enemy 
to  men ;  and  suggested  to  them  that  they  should  direct  their 
strokes  against  his  head,  that  being  the  place  wherein  lay 
his  mischievous  designs  towards  men,  and  it  being  easiest  to 
take  vengeance  on  him  that  way:  and  when  he  had  deprived 
him  of  the  use  of  his  feet,  he  made  him  to  go  rolling  all 
along,  and  dragging  himself  upon  the  ground.  And  when 
God  had  appointed  these  penalties  for  them,  he  removed 
Adam  and  Eve  out  of  the  garden  into  another  place. 
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CHAPTER  IL 

Tmee^ng  the  Posterity  of  /Idamt  and  the  ten  Generations 
from  him  to  the  Deluge. 

Adam  and  Eve  had  two  sons ;  the  elder  of  them  was 
aed  Cain,  which  name,  %vheii  it  \s  interpreted^  signiiies  a 
ssion.     The  younger  was  Abel,  which  signifies  sorrow, 
had  also   daughters.     Now   the  two  brethren  were 
sed  with  different  courses  of  life;  for  Ahel,tlie  younger, 
was  a  Wer  of  righteousness,  and,  believing  that  God  was 
present  at  all  his  actions,  he  excelled  in  virtue ;  and  his  em- 
ployment was  that  of  a  shepherd.     But  Cain  was  not  only 
very  wicked  in  other  respects,  but  was  wholly  intent  upon 
getting ;  and  he  first  contrived  to  plough  the  ground.     He 
slew  his  brollier  on  the  occasion  following.     They  had  re- 
solved to  sacrifice  to  God*     Now  Cain  brought  the  fruits  of 
^pe  earth,  and  of  his  husbandry;  but  Abel  brought  niiik, 
^md  the  first-fruits  of  his  flock;  but  God  was  more  delighted 
with  the  latter  oblation  \  when  he  was  honoured  with  what 
grew  naturally  of  its  own  accord,  than  he  was  with  what  was 
^te  intention  of  a  covetous  man,  and  gotten  by  forcing  the 
^kound  ;  whence  it  was  that  Cain  was  very  angry  that  Abel 
^ras  preferred  by  God  before  him,  and  he  slew  iiis  brother, 
and  hid  his  dead  body,  thinking  to  escape  discovery.     But 
^ftod,  knowing  what  had  been  done,  came  to  Cain,  and  asked 
^■n,  what  was  become  of  his  brother ;  because  he  had  not 
^kn  him  of  many  days,  whereas  he  used  to  observe  them 
Hmiversing  together  at  other  times.     But  Cain  was  in  doubt 
with  himself,  and  knew  not  what  answer  to  give  to  God.    At 

t»t  he  said,  that  he  was  himself  at  a  loss  about  his  brother  s 
^appearing;  but  when  he  was  provoked  by  God,  who 
essed  him  veliemently,  as  resolving  to  know  what  the 
ittcr  was,  he  replied,  he  was  not  his  brother's  guardian  or 
keeper,  nor  was  he  an  observer  of  what  he  did.     But  in  re- 

fTi  God  convicted  Cain,  as  having  been  the  murderer  of 
I  brother ;  and  said,  **  I  wonder  at  thee,  that  thou  knowest 
t  what  is  become  of  a  man  whom  thou  tliyself  hast  de- 
€»yed/*  God  therefore  did  not  inflict  the  punishment  [of 
ath]   upon  him,   on   account    of  his    offering   sacrificei 


'  ^l,  JohQ*ft  iiccotiQl  of  the  reason  why  God  accepted  the  sacrifice  of  Abel,  and 

tcl*d  tbal  of  Caio  ;  m  also  why  Cain  slew  Abel,  on  account  of  that  hi*  ac- 
I4iice  wrilb  God ;  is  much  belter  than  thii  of  Joscphu*** :  I  raean^  becnu<*e 
%io  m\%  of  the  c^il  one,  and  slew  his  brother/*  And  **  wherefore  slew  he  himl 
iu«c  his  owQ  works  were  evil r  and  his  brother's  righteous/'  1  John  iii.  12. 
/oiCpbusV  reason  seems  to  be  no  better  thno  a  (jliarisaic^l  notion  or  tradition. 
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and  thereby  making  supplication  to  him  not  to  be  extreme 
in  his  wrath  to  him;  but  he  made  him  accursed,  and 
threatened  his  posterity  in  the  seventh  generation.  He  also 
cast  him,  together  with  his  wife,  out  of  that  land.  And 
when  he  was  afraid,  that  in  wandering  about  he  should  fall 
among  wild  beasts,  and  by  that  means  perish,  God  bid  him 
not  to  entertain  such  a  melancholy  suspicion,  and  to  go  over 
all  the  earth  without  fear  of  what  mischief  he  might  suBa 
from  wild  beasts ;  and  setting  a  mark  upon  him,  tbat  he 
might  be  known,  he  commanded  him  to  depart. 

2.  And  when  Cain  had  travelled  over  many  countries,  he, 
with  his  wife,  built  a  city,  named  Nod,  which  is  a  place  so 
called,  and  there  he  settled  his  abode ;  where  also  he  had 
children.  However,  he  did  not  accept  of  his  punishment  in 
order  to  amendment,  but  to  increase  his  wickedness ;  for 
he  only  aimed  to  procure  every  thing  that  was  for  his  own 
bodily  pleasure,  though  it  obliged  him  to  be  injurious  to  his 
neighbours.  He  augmented  his  household  substance  with 
much  wealth,  by  rapine  and  violence;  he  excited  his  ac- 
quaintance to  procure  pleasures  and  spoils,  by  robbery,  and 
became  a  great  leader  of  men  into  wicked  courses.  He  also 
introduced  a  change  in  that  way  of  simplicity  wherein  men 
lived  before ;  and  was  the  author  of  measures  and  weights. 
And  whereas  they  lived  innocently  and  generously  while 
they  knew  nothing  of  such  arts,  he  changed  the  world  into 
cunning  craftiness.  He  first  of  all  set  boundaries  about 
lands :  he  built  a  city,  and  fortified  it  with  walls,  and  he 
compelled  his  family  to  come  together  to  it ;  and  called  that 
city  Enoch,  after  the  name  of  his  eldest  son  Enoch.  Now 
Jared  was  the  son  of  Enoch ;  whose  son  was  Malaliel ; 
whose  son  was  IVf  athusela ;  whose  son  was  Lamech ;  who 
had  seventy-seven  children  by  two  wives,  Silla  and  Ada. 
Of  those  children  by  Ada,  one  was  Jabal ;  he  erected  tents, 
and  loved  the  life  of  a  shepherd.  But  Jubal,  who  was  bom 
of  the  same  mother  with  him,  exercised  himself  in  music  « ; 
and  invented  the  psaltery  and  the  harp.  But  Tubal,  one  of 
his  children  by  the  other  wife,  exceeded  all  men  in  strength, 
and  was  very  expert  and  famous  in  martial  performances. 
He  procured  what  tended  to  pleasures  of  the  body  by  that 
method ;  and  first  of  all  invented  the  art  of  making  brass. 
Lamech  was  also  the  father  of  a  daughter,  whose  name  was 
Naamah ;  and  because  he  was  so  skilful  in  matters  of  divine 
revelation,  that  he  knew  he  was  to  be  punished  for  Cain's 
murder  of  his  brother,  he  made  that  known  to  his  wives. 
Nay  even  while  Adam  was  alive,  it  came  to  pass,  that  the 

'  From  this  Jubal,  not  improbably,  came  Jobel,  the  trampet  of  iobel  or  jubilee  ; 
that  large  and  loud  musical  instrument,  used  in  proclaiming  the  liberty  at  the  year 
of  jubilee. 
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posterity  of  Cain  became  exceeding  wicked,  every  one  suc- 
cessively dying  one  after  another,  more  wicked  than  the 
former*  They  were  intolerable  in  war,  and  vehement  in 
robberies  ;  and  if  any  one  were  slow  to  murder  people,  yet 
was  he  bold  in  his  profligate  behaviour,  in  acting  unjustly, 
and  doing  injuries  for  gain. 

3.  Now  Adam,  who  was  the  first  man,  and  made  out  of 
the  earth  (for  our  discourse  must  now  be  about  him),  after 
Abel  was  slain,  and  Cain  fled  away  on  account  of  his  murder, 
was  solicitous  for  posterity,  and  had  a  vehement  desire  of 
children,  he  being  two  hundred  and  thirty  years  old ;  after 
which  time  he  Hved  other  seven  hundred,  and  then  <Iied. 
He  had  indeed  many  other  children '',  but  Seth  in  particular. 
As  for  the  rest  it  would  he  tedious  to  name  them ;  I  will 
therefore  only  endeavour  to  give  an  account  of  those  that 
proceeded  fi*om  Seth.  Now  tins  Seth,  when  he  was  brought 
up,  and  came  to  those  years  in  which  he  could  discern  what 
was  good,  lie  became  a  virtuous  man;  and  as  he  was  himself 
of  an  excellent  character,  so  did  he  leave  children  behind 
him,  who  imitated  his  virtues  ^  All  these  proved  to  be  of 
good  dispositions.  They  also  inhabited  the  same  country 
without  dissensions,  and  in  a  happy  condition,  without  any 
misfortunes  falling  upon  them  till  tliey  dietl.  They  also  were 
the  inventors  of  that  peculiar  sort  of  wisdom  which  is  con- 
cerned with  the  heavenly  bodies,  and  their  order.  And  that 
their  inventions  might  not  be  lost  before  they  were  suffici- 
ently known,  upon  Adam's  prediction  that  the  world  was  to 
he  destroyed  at  one  time  by  the  force  of  fire,  and  at  another 
tune  by  the  violence  and  quantity  of  water,  they  made  two 
pillars^;  the  one  of  brick,  the  other  of  stone :  they  inscribed 
their  discoveries  on  them  both,  that  in  case  the  pillar  of 
brick  should  be  destroyed  by  the  flood,  the  pillar  of  stone 
might  remain,  and  exhibit  those  discoveries  to  mankind; 


*  The  Dumber  of  Adam's  children,  as  says  the  old  IradilioQ,  wa*  tbirty -three  sons 
ftod  twenty- Uiree  daughters. 

•  Wbftt  U  here  said  of  Seth  and  Kis  posterity,  that  they  were  tery  good  and  vir- 
tuous»  mnd  at  the  same  tiinc  %'ery  happy,  wilUout  any  considerable  misfortunes  for 
seven  geoerations  [^e  ch.  ill.  ^.  1.  bet'ore»  aod  ch,  iii.  §*  U  hereafter],  h  t^xactly 
agreeable  to  the  slate  of  the  world*  and  the  conduct  of  rrovideneei  Id  all  the  first 
agts. 

k  Of  Joee|»htts'K  mistake  here,  wheo  he  took  Setb  the  son  of  jidam,  for  Seth  or  Se- 
loitnat  kiog  of  Egypt*  the  erecter  of  this  pillar  in  the  land  of  Slriad*  see  Essay  od 
Uie  Old  Testarckentp  Appendix,  p.  159^  160.  Although  the  main  of  this  relatioci 
might  be  true  ^  and  Adam  might  foretell  a  conflagration  and  a  deluge,  which  all 
amiqaily  witae»es  to  be  an  ancient  tradition  }  nay,  Seth's  posterity  might  engrave 
tlieir  inventions  in  astronomy  on  two  iiuch  pillars,  yet  it  h  no  way  credible  that  they 
could  furvive  the  deluge,  which  has  buried  all  such  pillars  and  edifices  tar  under 
ground,  in  the  iedimetit  of  iu  waters  ;  especiatly  since  the  like  pillars  of  the  Kgyp- 
iian  Seth  or  ScMttris  were  exlaoti  after  the  flood,  in  the  land  of  Siriad,  and  perhaps 
ia  the  dayt  of  Jotephus  ilsOt  &a  is  shown  in  the  place  here  referred  to. 
VOL.  I.  F 
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and  also  inform  them  that  there  was  another  pillar  of  bridi 
erected  by  them.  Now  this  remains  in  the  land  of  Siriad  to 
this  day. 


CHAPTER  III. 

Concerning  the  Flood;  and  after  what  manner  Noah 
saved  in  an  Ark^  with  his  Kindred,  and  qftertoards  dweb 
in  the  Plain  of  Shinar. 

§  1.  Now  this  posterity  of  Seth  continued  to  esteem  Grod  as 
the  Lord  of  the  universe,  and  to  have  an  entire  regard  to 
virtue,  for  seven  generations ;  but  in  process  of  time  they 
were  perverted,  and  forsook  the  practices  of  their  fore&thert, 
and  did  neither  pay  those  honours  to  God  which  were  ap- 
pointed them,  nor  had  they  any  concern  to  do  justice  towards 
men.  But  for  what  degree  of  zeal  they  had  formerly  shown 
for  virtue,  they  now  showed  by  their  actions  a  double  degree 
of  wickedness ;  whereby  they  made  God  to  be  their  enemy 
For  many  angels '  of  God  accompanied  with  women,  and  be- 
gat sons  that  proved  unjust,  and  despisers  of  all  that  was 
good,  on  account  of  the  confidence  they  had  in  their  owa 
strength ;  for  the  tradition  is,  that  these  men  did  what  re» 
sembled  the  acts  of  those  whom  the  Grecians  call  giants. 
But  Noah  was  very  uneasy  at  what  they  did;  and,  being 
displeased  at  their  conduct,  persuaded  them  to  change  their 
dispositions,  and  their  acts,  for  the  better.  But  seeing  they 
did  not  yield  to  him,  but  were  slaves  to  their  wicked  plea* 
sures,  he  was  afraid  they  would  kill  him,  together  with  his 
wife  and  children,  and  those  they  had  married ;  so  be  de« 
parted  out  of  that  land. 

2.  Now  God  loved  this  man  for  his  righteousness :  yet  he 
not  only  condemned  those  other  men  for  their  wickednessi 
but  determined  to  destroy  the  whole  race  of  mankind,  and 
to  make  another  race  that  should  be  pure  from  wickedness : 
and  cutting  short  their  lives,  and  making  their  years  not  so 
many  as  they  formerly  lived,  but  one  hundred  and  twenty 
only  ^^  he  turned  the  dry  land  into  sea ;  and  thus  were  afi 

1  This  notion,  that  the  fallen  angeb  were,  in  some  lenae,  the  fatbera  of  the  old 
giants,  was  the  constant  opinion  of  antiquity. 

*"  Josephus  here  supposes,  that  the  life  of  these  giants,  for  of  them  only  do  I 
understand  him,  was  now  reduced  to  120  years ;  which  is  confirmed  by  the  fng^ 
ment  of  Enoch,  ^  10.  in  Authent.  Rec.  Part.  I.  p.  268.  For  as  to  the  rest  of  man- 
kind, Josephus  himself  confesses  their  lives  were  much  longer  than  120  veart,  fer 
many  generations  after  the  flood,  as  we  shall  see  presently ;  and  be  says  they  wm 
graduiuly  shortened  till  the  days  of  Moses,  and  then  fixed  [for  some  time]  at  120, 
Chap.  VI.  $.  5.  Nor  indeed  need  we  suppose,  that  either  Enoch  or  Josephus  meant 
to  interpret  these  120  years  for  the  life  of  men  before  the  flood,  to  be  difierent  £roi» 
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Aene  men  destroyed.     But  Noah  alone  was  sa%'ed,  for  God 
suggested  to  him  the  following  contrivance  and  way  of  es- 
cape; that  he  should  make  an  ark  of  four  stories  high,  three 
hundred  cubitus''  long,  fifty  cubits  broad,  and  thirty  cubits 
high*     Accordingly  he  entered  into  that  ark,  and  his  wife 
and  sons,  and  their  wives;  and  put  into  it  not  only  other 
provisions^  to  support  their  wants  there,  but  also  sent  in  with 
the  rest,  all  sorts  of  living  creatures,  the  njale  and  his  female, 
^br  the  preservation  of  their  kinds;  and  others  of  them  by 
^P^Tens.     Now  this  ark  had  firm  walls,  and  a  roof^  and  was 
'    Iwaeed  with  cross  beams,  so  that  it  could  not  be  any  way 
drowned  or  overborne  by  the  violence  of  the  water.     And 
llius  was  Noah,  with  his  family,  preserved.     Now  he  was 
the  tenth  from  Adam,  as  being  the  son  of  Lamech  ;  whose 
father  was  Mathusela.     He  was  the  son  of  Enoch,  the  son 
^gt  Jared ;  and  Jared  was  the  son  of  Mahalcel,  who,  with 
^Bany  of  his  sisters,  were  the  children  of  Cain,  the  son  of 
^Bnos.     Now  Enos  was  the  son  of  Seth,  the  son  of  Adam* 
^V  y.  This  calamity  happened  in  the  six  hundredth  year  of 
"Noah's  government  [age],  in  the  second  month **,  called  by 
the  Mucedonians  Dius,  but  by  the  Hebrews  IVIarhesvan;  for 
so  did  they  order  their  year  in  Egypt.     But  Moses  ap- 
pointed that  Nisan,  which  is  the  same  with  Xanthicus,  should 
be  the  first  month,  for  their  festivals,  because  he  brought 
Ibem  out  of  Egypt  in  that  month.     80  that  this  month  began 
the  year,  as  to  all  the  solemnities  they  observed  to  the  ho- 
nour of  God ;  although  he  preserved  the  original  order  of 
months,  as  to  selling  and  baying,  and  otlier  ordinary 
[lirs.     Now  he  says,  tliat  this  iiood  began  on  the  twenty- 
Ivetith  [seventeenth]  day  of  the  forementioned  month ;  and 
ifi  was  two  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty-six  [one  thou- 
[id  five  hundred  and  fifty-six  years]  from  Adam  the  first 
I ;  and  the  time  is  written  down  in  our  sacred  books,  those 
bo  then  lived  having  noted  down  Pj  with  great  accuracy, 
Ith  the  births  and  deaths  of  illustrious  men. 

nn  ..f-rs  ofGod's  piiicocc  [perhaps  while  the  ark  was  preparing]  till  ihc  de. 
r  take  lo  be  iliemcaniog  ofGod,  wUen  he  threatened  ihi*' wickcfl  world, 
;  so  long  coRlinued  impeoittfat,  thtfir  ^lalti^3>hol^{^^  tte  no  more  than  120 
■t 

A  cubii  if  tbout  21  English  inches. 

Joseph Ud  here  Inily  determines,  that  iho  year  al  the  flood  hegan  about  the  au- 

'  cquinos  I  at  lo  what  day  of  the  tnotith  llie  fiomJ  began,  our  Hebrew  and  Sa- 

I,  and  perhaps  Josephys's  own  copy»  more  rightly  placed  it  on  the  17ih  day 

of  the  27ih,  as  here;  for  Jo^cpUus  agrees  with  them  as  to  the  distaaco  of 

^_^,  to  the  17lh  day  of  the  seventh  month,  as  Geo.  viu  ulC  with  viii*  3. 

J«v»ephui  here  lakes  notice,  thai  these  ancient  genealogies  vvere  first  scl  down  by 

Ibat  then  lived,  and  from  ihem  were  irausmilted  down  lo  posterity ;  which  1 

to  be  the  true  acrounl  of  ihat  matter.     For  there  is  no  reason  to  imagine 

I  «r«r«  TiOt  taught  lo  read  and  write  »oon  after  they  were  lautht  to  speak  ; 

jAp«  all  by  the  Mes^^^iah  himself,  who.  under  the  Father,  wft*  the  Creator  or 

ir  of  mankind,  and  who  frequently,  in  Ihose  early  days,  appeared  to  them* 

F  ii 
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4«  For  indeed  Seth  was  born  when  Adam  was  in  bis  Iwo 
I  bundred  and  thirtieth  year,  who  lived  nine  hundred  and 
I  thirty  years.     Seth  begat  Enoch  in  his  two  hundred  and 
I  fifth  year  \  who,  when  he  had  Hvcd  nine  hundred  and  twelve 
years,  dehvered  the  government  to  Cain  his  son,  whom  he 
nad  at  his  hundred  and  ninetieth  year.     He  lived  nine  hun* 
dred  and  five  years.     Cainan,  when  he  had  Hved  nine  hun- 
dred and  ten  years,  had  liis  son  Malaleel,  who  was  born  in 
'  his  hundred  and  seventieth  year.  This  Malaleel,  liaving  Uved 
eight  hundred  and  nincty-tive  years,  died,  leaving  his  son 
I  Jared,  whom  he  begat  when  he  was  at  his  hundred  and  sixty- 
I  fifth  year.     He  Hved  nine  hundred  and  six ty- two  years  ;  and 
then  his  son  Enoch  succeeded  hinj,  who  was  born  when  bis 
father  was  one  hundred  and  sixty-two  years  old.     Now  he, 
wlien  he  had  lived  three  hundred  and  sixty-five  years,  de- 
parted, and  went  to  God ;  whence  it  h  that  they  have  not 
[Written  down  his  death*     Now  Mathusela,  the  son  of  Enoch, 
J  who  was  horn  to  him  when  he  was  one  hundred  and  sixty *five 
l^ears  old,  had  Lainech  for  his  son,  when  he  was  one  hun- 
Tdred  and  eighty-seven  years  of  age;  to  whom  he  delivered 
[the  government,  when  he  had  retained  it  nine  hundred  and 
P'ftixty-nine  years.      Now  Lamech,  when   he  had   governed 
seven  hundred  and  seventy-seven  years,  appointed  Noah  his 
eon  to  be  ruler  of  the  people,  who  was  born  to  Lamech  when 
he  was  one  hundred  and  eighty-two  years  old,  and  retained 
the  government  nine  hundred  and  fifty  years*     These  years 
collected  together,  make  up  the  sum  before  set  down*     But 
let  no  one  in(|uire  into  the  deaths  of  tlicse  men,  for  they  ex- 
tended  their  lives  along  together  with   their  children  and 
randchildren ;  but  let  him  have  regard  to  their  births  only. 
5.  When  God  gave  the  signal,  and  it  began  to  rain,  the 
water  poured  down  forty  entire  days,  till  it  became  fifteen 
cubits   higher  than  the  earth  ]  which  was  the  reason  why 
there  was  no  greater  number  preserved,  since  they  had  no 
place  to  fly  to.     When  the  rain  ceased,  the  water  did  but 
just  begin  to  abate,  after  one  hundred  and  fifty  days,  that  is> 
on  the  seventeenth  day  of  the  seventh  month,  it  then  ceasing 
to  subside  for  a  little  while.     After  this  the  ark  rested  on 
the  top  of  a  certain  mountain  in  Armenia  ;  which  when  Noah 
understood,  he  opened  it,  and  seeing  a  small  piece  of  land 
about  it,  he  continued  quiet,  and  conceived  some  cheerful 
hopes  of  deliverance*     But  a  iew  days  afterward,  when  the 
water  was  decreased  to  a  greater  degree,  he  sent  out  a  raven, 
as  desirous  to  learn  whether  any  other  part  of  the  earth  were 
left  dry  by  the  water,  and  whether  lie  might  go  out  of  the 
ark  with  safety;  but  the  raven,  finding  all  the  land  still  over- 
flowed, returned  to  Noah  again.     And  after  seven  days  he 
sent  out  a  dove,  to  know  the  state  of  the  ground;  which 
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came  back  to  him  covered  with  mud,  and  bringing  an  olive- 
branch.  Hereby  Noah  Ictirned,  that  the  earth  was  become 
clear  of  the  flood.  So  after  he  had  staid  seven  more  days, 
he  sent  the  Hving  creatures  out  of  the  ark;  and  both  he  and 
his  family  Ment  out,  when  he  also  sacrificed  to  God,  and 
feasted  with  his  companions.  However,  the  Armenians  call 
this  place  * Airo^arY^piov  "^^  the  place  of  descent ;  for  the  ark 
being  saved  in  that  place,  its  remains  are  showed  there  by 
the  inhabitants  to  this  day. 

6.  Now  all  the  writers  of  barbarian  histories  make  men- 
tion of  this  flood,  and  of  this  ark;  among  whom  is  Berosus 
the  Chaldean:  for  when  he  was  describing  the  circumstances 
of  the  flood,  he  goes  on  tlms:  **It  is  said  there  is  still  some 
part  of  this  ship  in  Armenia,  at  the  mountain  of  the  Cor- 
dyseans;  and  that  some  people  carry  off  pieces  of  the  bitumen, 
which  they  take  away,  and  use  chiefly  as  amulets  for  the 
averting  of  mischiefs.'  Hieronymus  the  Egyptian  also,  who 
wrote  tlie  Phenician  Antiquities,  and  Mnaseas,  and  a  great 
many  more,  make  mention  of  the  same.  Nay,  Nicolaus  of 
Daoiascus,  in  his  ninety-sixth  book,  hath  a  particular  relation 
about  them ;  where  he  speaks  thus :  **  There  is  a  great 
moantain  in  Armenia,  over  Minyas,  called  Baris,  upon  which 
it  is  reported  that  many  who  fled  at  the  time  of  the  deluge 
were  saved  ;  and  that  one  wlio  was  carried  in  an  ark  came  on 
shore  upon  the  top  of  it,  and  that  the  remains  of  the  timber 
were  a  great  while  preserved ;  this  might  be  the  man  about 
whom  Moses,  the  legislator  of  the  Jews,  wrote/' 

7*  But  as  for  Noah,  he  was  afraid,  since  God  had  deter- 
mined to  destroy  mankind,  lest  he  should  drown  the  earth 
f  jr ;  so  he  oifered  burnt-offerings,  and  besought  God 

I  ire  might  hereafter  go  on  in  its  former  orderly  course, 

and  that  he  would  not  bring  on  so  great  a  judgment  any 
nore,  by  which  the  whole  race  of  creatures  might  be  in 
panger  of  destruction;  but  that,  having  now  punished  the 
ricked^  he  would  of  his  goodness  spare  the  remainder,  and 
puch  as  he  had  hitherto  judged  fit  to  be  delivered  from  so 
tvete  a  calamity ;  for  that  otherwise  these  last  must  be  more 


^  ^  Utis  *kirhfiaT^ptQv,  or  placeofdcscent,istbepFoperreDderiQgof  thoAnneDiaD 

'  Ti«  of  iKU  very  city.  It  i»  called  in  Ptolemy  Naxuana,  and  by  Mos^s  ChoreneDsisp 

Armenian  historian,  Id^beuan  ;  but  at  the  place  itself,  Nacbidsbeitan,  whidi 

-^'^et  the  fifit  place  of  descetit ;  and  i§  a  iasliDjGr  mooumcDt  of  tbe  prescrvatioa  of 

I  tn  the  8rk«  unoD  tbe  top  of  thatmounlaia,  at  who$^  foot  it  was  built,  qa  tbe  Ant 

'  or  town  oAcr  tic  flood.     See  Anticj,  l!ouk  XX.  Ch.  ii,  ^  3.  Vol.  11.  and  Moiea 

roneniL},  who  aUo  sayi  elsewbere,  iba>t  aaothcr  town  was  related  by  tradition  to 

I  been  called  Scron,  or  tbe  place  of  diaper&ioo,  on  account  of  tbe  dispersion  ol 

"lirtu**  Of  Noah**  sons,  from  thence  first  made.     Whether  any  reranini*  of  this 

I  Jtiil  preserved,  ai  the  people  of  the  country  suppose,  I  cannot  certainly  tell, 

feb«  Touruefort  bad,  not  ven'  long  smcef  a  mind  to  nee  tbe  place  himself^  but  met 

i  It9  gml  ilangCfa  ao<)  dithculties  to  venture  tbrougb  them. 


70  ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS.     [moki. 

miserabje  than  the  first,  and  that  they  must  be  condemned  to 
a  worse  condition  than  the  others,  unless  they  be  suffered  to 
escape  entirely ;  that  is,  if  they  be  reserved  for  another  delate, 
while  they  must  be  afflicted  with  the  terror  and  sight  of  the 
first  deluge,  and  must  also  be  destroyed  by  a  second.  He 
also  entreated  God  to  accept  of  his  sacrifice,  and  to  grant, 
that  the  earth  might  never  again  undergo  the  like  efiects  of 
his  wrath ;  that  men  might  be  permitted  to  go  on  cheerfully 
in  cultivating  the  same ;  to  build  cities,  and  live  happiW  in 
them ;  and  that  they  might  not  be  deprived  of  any  of  those 
good  things  which  they  enjoved  before  the  flood ;  but  might 
attain  to  the  like  length  of  days  and  old  age,  which  the 
ancient  i>eoplc  had  arived  at  before. 

8.  >\iien  Noah  had  made  these  supplications,  God,  who 
loved  the  man  for  his  righteousness,  granted  entire  success 
to  his  prayers ;  and  said,  that  it  was  not  he  who  brought  the 
destruction  on  a  polluted  world,  but  that  they  underwent 
that  vengeance  on  account  of  their  own  wickedness ;  and  that 
he  had  not  brought  men  into  the  world,  if  he  had  himself 
determined  to  destroy  them,  it  being  an  instance  of  greater 
wisdom  not  to  have  granted  them  life  at  all,  than  after  it  was 
granted  to  procure  their  destruction ;  "  but  the  injuries,'*  said 
he,  "  they  ottered  to  my  holiness  and  virtue,  forced  me  to 
bring  this  punishment  upon  them.  But  I  will  leave  off  for 
the  time  to  come  to  require  such  punishments,  the  effects  of 
so  great  wrath,  for  their  future  wicked  actions,  and  especially 
on  account  of  thy  prayers.  But  if  I  shall  at  any  time  send 
tempests  of  rain  in  an  extraordinary  manner,  be  not  afirighted 
at  the  largeness  of  the  showers,  for  the  waters  shall  no  more 
overspread  the  earth.  However,  I  require  you  to  abstain 
from  shedding  the  blood  of  men,  and  to  keep  yourselves  pure 
from  murder;  and  to  punish  those  that  commit  any  such 
thing.  I  permit  you  to  make  use  of  all  the  other  living  crea- 
tures at  your  pleasure,  and  as  your  appetites  lead  you ;  for  I 
have  made  you  lords  of  them  all,  both  of  those  that  walk  on 
the  land,  and  those  that  swim  in  the  waters,  and  of  those 
that  fly  in  the  regions  of  the  air  on  high ;  excepting  their 
blood,  for  therein  is  the  life.  But  I  will  give  you  a  sign  that 
I  have  left  oft*  my  anger,  by  my  bow"  (whereby  is  meant  the 
rainbow,  for  they  determined  that  the  rainbow  was  the  bow 
of  God).  And  when  God  had  said  and  promised  thus,  he 
went  away. 

9.  Now  when  Noah  had  lived  three  hundred  and  fifty 
years  after  the  flood,  and  that  all  that  time  happily,  he  died, 
having  lived  the  number  of  nine  hundred  and  fifty  years. 
But  let  no  one,  upon  comparing  the  lives  of  the  ancients  with 
our  lives,  and  with  the  few  years  which  we  now  live,  think, 
that  what  we  have  said  of  them  is  false ;  or  make  the  short- 
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less  of  our  lives  at  present  an  argument,  that  neither  did 

"^ey  attain  to  so  long  a  duration  of  life:  for  those  ancients 

rere  beloved  of  God,  and  [lately]  made  by  God  himself;  and, 

.Kfcause  their  food  was  then  fitter  for  the  prolongation  of  life, 

might  well  live  so  great  a  number  of  years.     And  besides, 

^^od  afforded  them  a  longer  time  of  life  on  account  of  their 

Beirtuei  and  the  good  use  they  made  of  it  in  astronomical  and 

geometrical  discoveries,  which  would  not  have  afforded  the 

^me  of  foretelling  [the  periods  of  the  stars,]  unless  they  had 

■ved  six  hundred  years;  for  the  Great  Year  is  completed  in 

^hat  interval.     >Jow  I  have  for  witnesses  to  what  I  have  said, 

all  those  that  have  written  antiquities,  both  among  the  Greeks 

and  barbarians;  for  even  Manetho,  who  wrote  the  Egyptian 

history,  and  Berosus,  who  collected  the  Chaldean  monuments, 

and  Mochus,  and  Hestia?us,  and  besides  these,  Ilieronymus 

^he  Egy|)tian,  and  those  that  composed  the  Phenician  history, 

■gree  to  what  I  here  say :  Hesiod  also,  and  Hecataeus,  and 

^jellanicus,  and  Acusilaus;  and,  besides  these,  Ephorus  and 

Nicolaus  relate,  that  the  ancients   lived  a  thousand  years. 

But  as  to  these  matters^  let  every  one  look  upon  them  as 

diey  think  tit. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

*  Concerning  the  Tower  of  Babf/lout  and  the  Confusion  of 

Tongues* 

1,  Now^  the  sons  of  Noah  verc  three,  Shem,  and  Japhet, 
id  Ham,  born  one  hundred  years  before  the  deluge.  1  hcse 
rat  of  all  descended  from  tlie  mountains  into  the  plains,  and 
ced  their  habitation  there  ;  and  persuaded  others  who  were 
eatly  afraid  of  the  lower  grounds  on  account  of  the  iloodj 
nd  so  were  very  loth  to  come  down  from  the  higher  places, 
venture  to  follow  tlieir  examples.  Now  the  plain  in  which 
they  first  dwelt  w^as  called  Shinar*  God  also  commanded 
them  to  send  colonies  abroad,  for  the  thorough  peopling  of 
the  earth ;  that  they  might  not  raise  seditions  among  them- 
selves, but  might  cultivate  a  great  part  of  tlie  earth,  and  en- 
joy its  fruits  after  a  plentiful  manner.  But  they  were  so  ill- 
structed,  that  they  did  not  obey  God;  for  which  reason 
full  into  calamities,  and  WTre  made  sensible  by  cxperi- 
Bce,  of  what  sin  they  had  been  guilty.  For  when  they 
^unshed  with  a  numerous  youth,  God  admonished  them 
%mn  to  send  out  colonies ;  but  they,  imagining  that  the 
asperity  they  enjoyed  was  not  derived  from  the  favour  of 
1,  but  supposing  that  their  own  power  was  the  proper 
of  the  plentiful  condition  they  were  in,  did  not  obey 
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liini.  Nay,  they  atliled  to  this  their  clisobedience  to  the 
divine  will,  the  suspicion  that  they  were  therefore  ordered  to 
send  out  separate  colonies,  that,  being  divided  asunder,  they 
might  the  more  easily  be  oppressed* 

,  2.  Now  it  was  Nimrod  who  excited  them  to  such  an  affront 
and  contempt  of  God,  He  was  the  grandson  of  Ham^  the 
son  of  Noah ;  a  bold  man,  and  of  great  strength  of  hand. 
He  persuaded  them  not  to  ascribe  it  to  God,  as  if  it  was 
through  his  means  they  were  hap]>y,  but  to  believe  that  it 
was  their  own  courage  which  procured  that  happiness-  He 
also  gradually  changed  the  government  into  tyranny  ;  seeing 
no  other  way  of  turning  men  from  the  fear  of  God,  but  to 
bring  them  into  a  constant  dependence  upon  his  power.  He 
also  said,  "he  would  be  revenged  on  God,  if  he  should  have 
a  mind  to  drown  the  world  again :  for  that  he  would  build  a 
tower  too  high  for  the  waters  to  be  able  to  reach  ;  and  that 
he  would  avenge  himself  on  God  for  destroying  their  fore- 
fathers." 

3.  Now  the  multitude  were  very  ready  to  follow  the  deter- 
mination of  Nimrod,  and  to  esteem  it  a  piece  of  cowardice  to 
submit  to  God ;  and  they  built  a  tower,  neither  sparing  any 
pains,  nor  being  in  any  degree  negligent  about  the  work. 
And,  by  reason  of  the  multitude  of  hands  employed  in  it,  it 
grew  very  high,  sooner  than  any  one  could  expect;  but  the 
thickness  of  it  was  so  great,  and  it  was  so  strongly  built,  that 
thereby  its  great  height  seemed,  upon  the  view,  to  be  less 
than  it  really  was.  It  was  built  of  burnt  brick,  cemented 
together  with  mortar,  made  of  bitumen,  that  it  might  not  be 
liable  to  admit  water.  When  God  saw  that  they  acted  so 
madly,  he  did  not  resolve  to  destroy  them  utterly,  since  they 
were  not  grown  wiser  by  the  destruction  of  the  former  sinners; 
but  he  caused  a  tumult  among  them,  by  producing  in  them 
divers  languages,  and  causing,,  that  through  the  multitude  of 
those  languages,  they  should  not  be  able  to  understand  one 
another.  The  place  wherein  they  built  the  tower  is  now 
called  Babylon,  because  of  the  confusion  of  that  language 
which  they  readily  understood  before ;  for  the  Hebrews  mean 
by  the  word  Babel,  Confusion*  The  Sybil  also  makes  men- 
tion of  this  tower,  and  of  the  confusion  of  the  language,  when 
she  says  thus :  "  When  all  men  were  of  one  language,  some 
of  them  built  a  high  tower,  as  if  they  would  thereby  ascend 
up  to  heaven  J  but  the  gods  sent  storms  of  wind  and  over- 
threw the  tower,  and  gave  every  one  his  peculiar  language; 
and  for  this  reason  it  was  that  the  city  was  called  Babylon/* 
But  as  to  the  plain  of  Shinar,  in  the  country  of  Babylonia, 
Hestiff'us  mentions  it  when  he  says  thus  :  **  Such  of  the 
priests  as  were  saved,  took  the  sacred  vessels  of  Jupiter 
Enyalius,  and  came  to  Shinar  of  Babylonia,'* 
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fiet  tthat  manner  the  posterity  of  Noah  sevt  out  ColonicSy 
and  inhabited  the  whole  Earth. 

f  1.  After  this  they  were  dispersed  abroad,  on  account  of 
^hunr  lunguages,  and  went  out  by  colonies  everywhere ;  and 
^pch  colony  took  possession  of  tliat  land  which  they  light 
upon,  and  unto  which  God  led  them,  so  that  the  whole 
continent  was  filled  with  them,  both  the  inland  and  maritime 
countries.  There  were  some  also  who  passed  over  the  Bea 
in  ships,  and  inhabited  the  islands :  and  some  of  those  nations 
do  still  retain  the  denominations  which  were  given  them  by 
their  first  founders  ;  but  some  liave  lost  them  also  ;  and  some 
have  only  admitted  certain  changes  in  them,  that  they  niiglit 
be  the  more  intelligible  to  the  inhabitants.  And  they  were 
the  Greeks  who  became  tlie  authors  of  such  mutations*  For, 
when  in  after-ages  they  grew  potent,  they  clahned  to  them- 
selves the  glory  of  cantiqiiity ;  giving  names  to  the  nations 
that  sounded  well  (in  Greek,)  that  they  might  be  better 

fderstood  among  themselves;  and  setting  agreeable  forms 
government  over  them,  as  if  they  were  a  people  derived 
im  themselves. 


CHAPTER  VL 

Foicr  every  Nation  was  (lenominated  from  their  first 
Inhabitants* 

1.  Now  they  were  the  grandchildren  of  Noah,  in  lionour 

^  whom  names  were  imposed  on  the  nations  by  those  that 

9t  seized  upon  them,     Japhet  the  son  of  Noah  had  seven 

ins :  they  inhabited  so,  thati  beginning  at  the  mountains 

tnunis  and  Amamis»  they  proceeded  along  Asia,  as  lar  as 

\e  river  Tanais,  and  along  Europe  to  Cadiz;   and  settling 

selves  on  the  lands  they  light  upon,  which  none  had 

tiidiabited  before^  they  called  the  nations  by  their  own  names* 

"iFor  Gonier  founded  those  whom  the  Greeks  now  call  Gala- 

ins    [Galls,]    but    were    then    called   Gomeritcs.     Magog 

ponded  those  that  from  him  were  named  Magogites,  but  w;ho 

by  the  Greeks  called  Scythians.     Now  as  to  Javan  and 

ladaii  the  sons  of  Japhet ;  from  Madai  came  the  Madeans, 

~iich  are  called  Medes  by  the  Greeks;   but  from  Javan, 

Ionia  and  all  the  Grecians  are  derived.     Thobel  founded  the 

Thobelites,  which  are  now  called  Iberes  j  and  the  Mosocheni 
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were  founded  by  Mosoch;  now  they  are  Cappadocians. 
There  is  also  a  mark  of  their  ancient  denomination  still  to  be 
showed;  for  there  is  even  now  among  them  a  city  called 
Mazaca,  which  may  inform  those  that  are  able  to  underatandi 
that  so  was  the  entire  nation  once  called.  Thiras  also  called 
those  whom  he  ruled  over,  Thirasians;  but  the  Greds 
changed  the  name  into  Thracians.  And  so  many  were  the 
countries  that  had  the  children  of  Japhet  for  their  inhabitants. 
Of  the  three  sons  of  Gomer,  Aschanax  founded  the  Aschan- 
axians,  who  are  now  called  l)y  the  Greeks  Rheginiana.  So 
did  Riphath  found  the  Ripheans,  now  called  Paphlagonians; 
and  Thrugramma  the  Thrugrammeans,  who,  as  the  Grreeki 
resolved,  were  named  Phrygians.  Of  the  three  sons  of  Jaran 
also,  the  son  of  Japhet,  Elisa  gave  name  to  the  Eliseans,  who 
were  his  subjects ;  they  are  now  the  iSolians.  Tharsus  to 
the  Tharsians ;  for  so  was  Cilicia  of  old  called ;  the  sign  of 
which  is  this,  that  the  noblest  city  they  have,  and  a  metropolis 
also,  is  Tarsus,  the  tau  being  by  change  put  for  the  tneta. 
Cethimus  possessed  the  island  Cethima;  it  is  now  called 
Cyprus :  and  from  that  it  is  that  all  islands,  and  the  greatest 
part  of  the  sea-coasts,  are  named  Cethim  by  the  Hebrews; 
and  one  city  there  is  in  Cyprus  that  has  been  able  to  preserve 
its  denomination ;  it  is  called  Citius,  by  those  who  use  the 
lan^age  of  the  Greeks,  and  has  not,  by  the  use  of  that 
dialect,  escaped  the  name  of  Cethim.  And  so  many  nations 
have  the  children  and  grandchildren  of  Japhet  possessed. 
Now  when  I  have  premised  somewhat,  which  perhaps  the 
Greeks  do  not  know,  I  will  return  and  explain  what  1  have 
omitted;  for  such  names  are  pronounced  here  after  the 
manner  of  the  Greeks,  to  please  my  readers,  for  our  own 
country  language  does  not  so  pronounce  them :  but  the  names 
in  all  cases  are  of  one  and  the  same  ending ;  for  the  name  we 
here  pronounce  Nocas,  is  there  Noah,  and  in  every  case  re- 
tains the  same  termination. 

2.  The  children  of  Ham  possessed  the  land  from  Syria 
and  Amanus,  and  the  mountains  of  Libanus,  seizing  upon  all 
that  was  on  its  sea-coasts,  and  as  far  as  the  ocean,  and  keeping 
it  as  their  own.  Some  indeed  of  its  names  are  utterly  vanished 
away;  others  of  them  being  changed,  and  another  sound 
given  them,  are  hardly  to  be  discovered ;  yet  a  few  there  are 
which  have  kept  their  denominations  entire :  for  of  the  four 
sons  of  Ham,  time  has  not  at  all  hurt  the  name  of  Chus ;  for 
the  Ethiopians,  over  whom  he  reigned,  are  even  at  this  day, 
both  by  themselves,  and  by  all  men  in  Asia,  called  Chusites. 
The  memory  also  of  the  Mesraites  is  preserved  in  their  name; 
for  all  we  who  inhabit  this  country  [of  Judea]  call  Egypt 
Mestre,  and  the  Egyptians  Mestreans.  Phut  also  was  the 
founder  of  Libya,  and  called  the  inhabitants  Phutites,  from 
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liimself :    there  is  also  a  river  in  the  country  of  the  Moors 

*  ich  bears  that  name ;  wlience  it  is  that  we  may  see  the 

'itest  part  of  the  Grecian  historiographers  mention  that 

BT,  and  the  adjoining  country,  hy  the  appellation  of  Phut: 

but  the  name  it  has  now,  lias  heen  hy  change  given  it  from  one 

the  sons  of  Mestraim,  who  was  called  Lyhyos.     We  will 

iform  you  presently  what  has  been  the  occasion  why  it  has 

een  called  Africa  also*     Canaan,  the  fourth  son  of  Ham, 

ihablted  'the  country  now  called  Judea»  and  called  it  from 

own  name  Canaan.     The  children  of  these  [four]  were 

lese:  Sabas,  who  founded  thcSabcans;  Ei^ilas,  who  founded 

[ie  Evileans,  who  are  called  Getuli;  Sabathes  founded  the 

iabathens,  they  are  now  called  by  the  Greeks  Astaborans; 

Sabactas  settled  the  Sabactens  ;  and  Kagmus  the  li;igmeans; 

and  he  liad  two  sons,  the  one  of  which,  Judadas,  settled  the 

fudadeans,  a  nation  of  the  western  Ethiopians,  and  left  them 

is  name;  as  did  Sabas  to  the  Sabeans.     Hut  Nimrod,  the 

m  of  Chus,  staid  and  tyrannised  at  Babylon,  as  we  have 

Iready  informed  you.     Now  all  the  children  of  Mesraim, 

fing  eight  in  number,  possessed  the  country  from  Gaza  to 

ig)'pt,  though  it  retained  the  name  of  one  only,  the  Fhiiistim, 

[)r  the  Greeks  call  part  of  that  country  Palestine.     As  for 

lie  rest,  Ludieim,  and  Enemim,  and  Labim,  who  alone  in- 

ibited  in  Libya,  and  called  the  country  from  himself,  Nedlm, 

fid  Pethrosim,  and  Chesloim,  and    Cephthorim,  we  know 

jthing  of  them  besides  their  names;  for  the  Ethiopic  war"^, 

rhich  we  shall  describe  hereafter,  was  the  cause  that  those 

Mtics  were  overthrown.     The  sons  of  Canaan  were  these, 

}tdonius,  %vho  also  built  a  city  of  the  same  name  ;  it  is  called 

the  Greeks  Sidon :  Amathus  inhabited  in  -f\jnathine,  which 

even  now  called  Amathc  by  the  inhabitants,  although  the 

JT        '    iiians  named  it  Epipbania,  from  one  of  his  posterity: 

possessed  the  island  Aradus :    Arucas  possessed 

Arce,   which    is    in    Libanus.     But    for   the   seven    others, 

[Eueus,]  Chetteus,  Jebuseus,  Amorreus,  Gergesus,  Eudeus, 

ineus,  8amareus,  we  have  nothing  in  the  sacred  books  but 

iieir  names,  for  the  Hebrews  overthrew  their  cities;    and 

ilcir  calamities  came  upon  them  on  the  occasion  following, 

S.  Noah,  when,  after  the  deluge,  the  earth  was  resettled 

its  former  condition,  set  about  its  cultivation ;  and  when 

had  planted  it  with  vmes,  and  when  the  fruit  was  ripe, 


■  Om  obsenrfttioQ  ought  not  here  to  l>e  oeglected,  with  regard  to  thai  Ethiopic 
•  wMeh  Mosei,  a^  general  of  the  £gyptiaDs^  put  an  end  lo,  AQt^q.  B.  It.  chap. 
iboot  which  our  hte  writers  f«em  very  much  unconcerned  ;  viz.  that  it  was 
f  llb&l  cootequence,  as  to  occasion  the  remove]  or  destruction  of  stit  or  seven 
^  Ultt  posterity  of  ^litzralm,  %vith  their  cities:  which  Josephu^  would  not 
d*  if  he  bad  not  had  ancient  records  lo  justify  those  his  assertions,  though 
r  Tceordi  be  dow  all  lost. 
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and  he  had  gatliered  the  grapes  in  their  season,  and  the  wine 

was  ready  for  use»  he  oflbred  sacritice,  and  feasted,  and,  beiiig 

I  drunk,  he  fell  asleep,  and  lay  naked  in  an  unseemly  manner. 

I  AVhen  his  youngest  son  saw  this,  he  came  laughing,  and 

showed  him  to  his  brethren ;  but  they  covered  their  father's 

nakedness.     x\nd  when  Noah  was  made  sensible  of  what  had 

been  done,  he  prayed  for  prosperity  to  his  other  sons ;  but 

I  for  Ham,  he  did  not  curse  him,  by  reason  of  his  nearness  in 

Myoil,  but  cursed  his  posterity.    And  when  the  rest  of  them 

Mcaped  that  curse,  God  inflicted  it  on  the  children  of  Canaan* 

But  as  to  these  matters  we  shall  speak  more  hereafter* 

K  Shem,  the  third  son  of  Noah,  had  five  son^,  who  b%- 

I  habited  the  land  that  began  at  Euphrates,  and  reached  to  the 

Indian  ocean^     For  Klani  left  behind  him  the  Elamites,  the 

ancestors  of  the  Persians.     Ashur  lived  at  the  city  Ninive; 

and  named  his  subjects  Assyrians,  who  became  the  most 

fortunate   nation,   beyond   others.      Arphaxad    named   ihc 

j  Arphaxadites,  who  are  now  called  Chaldeans.     Aram  had 

[the  Aramites,  which  the  Greeks  call  Syrians ;  as  Laud  founded 

I  the  Laudites,  which  are  now  called  Lydiaus*     Of  the  four 

I  aons  of  Arani,  Vz  founded  Trachonitis  and  Damascus  ;  this 

country  lies  between  Palestine  and  Celesyria,     Ul  founded 

I  Armenia ;  and  Gather  the  Bactrians ;  and  Mesa  tlie  Mesa- 

I  neans ;  it  is  now  called  Charax  Spasini.     Sala  was  the  son 

of  .Vrphaxad  :   and   his   son  was   lleber,   from  whom   they 

I  originally  called  the  Jews  Hebrews*.     Hcber  begat  Joe  tan 

and  Phaleg :  he  was  called  Phaleg  because  he  was  born  at 

I  the  dispersion  of  the  nations  to  their  several  countries  ;  for 

[  Phaleg,  among  the  Hebrews,  signifies  division.    Now  Joctan, 

one  of  the  sons  of  Heber,  had  these  sons,  Elmodad,  Salepb, 

Asermoth,  Jera,  Adoram,  Aizel,  Decla,  Ebal,  Abimael,  Sa- 

[lieus,  Ophir,   Kuilat,   and   Jobab.     These   inhabited    from 

Cophen,  an  Indian  river,  and  in  part  of  Aria  adjoining  to  it. 

1  And  this  shall  suffice  concerning  the  sons  of  Shem. 

5.  I  will  now  treat  of  the  Hebrews.  The  son  of  Phaleg, 
lnvhose  father  was  Heber,  was  Ragau;  whose  son  was  Serug, 
[to  whom  was  born  Nahor;  his  son  was  Terah,  who  w^as  the 
I  father  of  Abram,  who  accordingly  was  the  tenth  from 
iKoah,  and  was  born  in  the  two  hundred  and  ninety-second 
[year   after   the    deluge ;    for   Terah   begat   Abram   in   his 

*  That  the  Jews  were  called  Hebrews,  from  thit  tbeif  progeoilor  Heber,  our 
J  iuthor  Joscpbus  bere  righllj  aflirms  ;  and  not  from  Abram  tbe  tkbrew,  or  posswer 
1  pveT  Euphrates,  as  maay  of  the  moderns  suppose.  Shem  h  aliki  called  (he  father 
I  Wall  the  children  of  Jieber^  or  of  all  the  Hebrewis,  in  a  history  long  before  Abram 
1  over  Euphrates,  Gen,  x«  *2L  though  it  must  be  confessed,  that  Geo*  mtv,  la, 
I  ivere  the  original  say**  they  told  Abram  the  Hebrew,  the  Septuazint  renders  it,  the 
But  ini'*  i*  spoken  only  of  Abram  hinist V,  who  had  then  lately 
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pHHed  over  Eupltrates;  and  i^  another  sigoificaUon  of  the  Hebrew  word^ 
a  a  appeHiiive,  and  not  ac  •!  proper  uanic^ 
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ventielli  year.     Nahor  begat  Haran,  when   he  was  one 

undred  and  twenty  years  old ;  Nahor  was  born  to  Serug  ut 

is  hundred  and  thirty-second  year;  Ragau  had  Serug  at 

one  hundred  and  thirty ;  at  the  same  age  also  Phaleg  had 

Ragau;  Heber  begat  Phaleg  in  fiis  hundred  and  thirty-iourth 

ear;   he  himself  being  begotten  by  Sala,  when  he  was  a 

undred  and  thirty  years  old,  whom  Arphaxad  had  for  his 

fon  at  the  hundred  and  thirty -fifth  year  of  his  age,    Arphaxad 

^as  the  son  of  Slienij  and  born  twelve  years  after  the  deluge- 

'ow  Abram  had  two  brethren,  Nahor  and  Haran  :  of  these 

aran  left  a  son  Lot;  as  also  Sarai  and  Milcba  his  dnughters; 

jul  died  among  the  Chaldeans,  in  a  city  of  the  Chaldeans, 

lied  Ur;  and  his  monument  is  showed  to  this  day.    These 

arried  their  nieces.     Nahor  married  Milcha,  and  Abram 

iarried  Sarai,     Now  Terah  hating  Chaldea,  on  accouni  of 

is  mourning  for  Haran,  they  all  removed  tu  Haran  of  Meso- 

tamia,  where  Terah  died,  and  was  buried,  when  he  had 

Ived  to  be  two  hundred  and  five  years  old;  for  the  life  of 

man  was  already,  by  degrees,  diminished,  and  became  shorter 

"  an  before,  till  the  birth  of  Moses  ;  after  whom  the  terni  of 

unian  life  was  one  hundred  and  twenty  years,  God  determin- 

g  it  to  the  length    that   Moses  happened  to  live.      Now 

ahor  had  eight  sons  by  Milcha;    \Jz  and  Buz,  Keniuel, 

hesedy  Azau,  Pheldas,  Jadelph,  and  Bethuel*     These  were 

1  the  genuine  sons  of  Nahor;  for  Teba  and  Gaani,  and 

'achas,  and   Maaca,  were  born  of  Reunja  his  concubine; 

nt  Bethuel  had  a  daughter  Rebecca,  and  a  son  Laban* 
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flow  Abram  our  forefather  went  out  of  the  land  of  the 
Chaldeans,  and  lived  in  the  land  then  called  Canaan^  but 
now  Judea, 

?*  I,  Now  Abram  having  no  son  of  his  own,  adopted  Lot, 
lis  brother  Haran's  son,  and  his  wife  Sarai's  brother ;  and 
he  left  the  land  of  Chaldea,  when  he  was  seventy -five  years 

I  old,  and  at  the  command  of  God  went  into  Canaan,  and 
^herein  he  dwelt  himself,  and  left  it  to  his  posterity.  He 
wras  a  person  of  great  sagacity,  both  for  understanding  all 
things,  and  persuading  his  hearers,  and  not  mistaken  in  his 
lopinions  ;  for  which  reason  he  began  to  have  higher  notions 
|of  nrtue  than  others  had,  and  he  determined  to  renew  and 
€o  change  the  opinion  all  men  happened  then  to  have  con- 
cerning God;  for  he  was  the  first  that  ventured  to  publish 
this  notion,  that  there  was  but  one  God,  the  Creator  of  the 
iiniver^ ;  and  that,  as  to  other  [gods],  if  they  contributed 
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any  thing  to  the  happiness  of  men,  that  each  of  them  afforded 
it  only  according  to  his  appointment,  and  not  by  their  own 
power.  This  his  opinion  was  derived  from  the  irregular 
phenomena  that  were  visible  both  at  land  and  sea,  as  well  as 
those  that  happen  to  the  sun  and  moon,  and  all  the  heavenly 
bodies,  thus :  ^'  If  [said  he]  these  bodies  had  power  of  their 
own,  they  would  certainly  take  care  of  their  own  regular 
motions;  but  since  they  do  not  preserve  such  regularityi 
they  make  it  plain,  that  so  far  as  they  co-operate  to  our 
advantage,  they  do  it  not  of  their  own  abilities,  but  as 
they  are  subservient  to  him  that  commands  them,  to  whom 
alone  we  ought  justly  to  offer  honour  and  our  thanksgiving." 
For  which  doctrines,  when  the  Chaldeans,  and  other  people 
of  Mesopotamia,  raised  a  tumult  against  him,  he  thought  fit 
to  leave  that  country;  and  at  the  command,  and  by  the 
assistance  of  God,  he  came  and  lived  in  the  land  of  Canaan. 
And  when  he  was  there  settled,  he  built  an  altar^  and  per- 
formed a  sacrifice  to  God. 

2.  Berosus  mentions  our  father  Abram  without  naming 
him,  when  he  says  thus :  "  In  the  tenth  generation  after  the 
flood,  there  was  amonj(  the  Chaldeans  a  man  righteous  and 
great,  and  skilful  in  the  celestial  science."  But  Hecateus 
does  more  than  barely  mention  him ;  for  he  composed  and 
left  behind  him  a  book  concerning  him.  And  Nicolaua  cdf 
Damascus,  in  the  fourth  book  of  his  history,  says  thus: 
''  Abram  reigned  at  Damascus,  being  a  foreigner,  who  came 
with  an  army  out  of  the  land  above  Babylon,  called  the  land 
of  the  Chaldeans.  But  after  a  long  time  he  got  him  up, 
and  removed  from  that  country  also  with  his  people,  and 
went  into  the  land  then  called  the  land  of  Canaan,  but  now 
the  land  of  Judea,  and  this  when  his  posterity  were  become 
a  multitude ;  as  to  which  posterity  of  his,  we  relate  thdr 
history  in  another  work.  Now  the  name  of  Abram  is  even 
still  famous  in  the  country  of  Damascus ;  and  there  is  showed 
a  village  named  from  him,  The  Habitation  of  Abram." 


CHAPTER  Vni. 

That  when  there  was  a  famine  in  Canaan,  Abram  went 
thence  into  Egypt ;  and  after  he  had  continued  there  a 
while,  he  returned  back  again. 

$  1.  Now  after  this,  when  a  famine  had  invaded  the  land 
of  Canaan,  and  Abram  had  discovered  that  the  Egyptians 
were  in  a  flourishing  condition,  he  was  disposed  to  go  down 
to  them,  both  to  partake  of  the  plenty  they  enjoyed,  and  to 
become  an  auditor  of  their  priests,  and  to  know  what  they 
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said  concerning  the  gods  ;  designing  either  to  follow  them, 
if  they  had  better  notions  than  he,  or  to  convert  them  into 
a  better  way,  if  his  own  notions  proved  the  truest.     Now 
neeiiig  he  was  to  take  Sarai  with  him,  and  was  afraid  of  the 
madness  of  the  Egyptians  with  regard  to  women,  lest  the 
king  should  kill  him  on  account  of  his  wife's  great  beauty,  he 
contrived  this  device :  he  pretended  to  be  her  brother,  and 
directed  her  in  a  dissembling  way  to  pretend  the  same,  for 
lie  said  it  would  be  for  their  benefit.     Now  as  soon  as  he 
came  into  Egypt,  it  happened  to  Abram  as  he  supposed  it 
would ;  for  the  fame  of  his  wife's  beauty  was  greatly  talked 
of,  for  which  reason  Pharaoh  the  king  of  Egypt  would  not 
be  satisfied  with  what  was  reported  of  her,  but  would  needs 
see  ber  himself,  and  was  preparing  to  enjoy  Iter ;  but  God 
put  a  stop  to  his  unjust  inclinations,  by  sending  upon  him  a 
^Kfit^niper,  and  a   sedition  against   Ins  goveniracnt.     And 
^phen  he  inquired  of  the  priests,  how  he  might  be  freed 
from  these  calamities,  they  told  him,  that  this  his  miserable 
condition  was  derived  from  the  wrath  of  God  upon  account 
of  his  inclinations  to  abuse  the  stranger's  wife.     He  then 
out  of  fear  asked  Sarai  who  she  was,  and  who  it  was  that 
she  brought  along  with  her.     And  when  he  had  found  out 
^■le  truth,  he  excused  himself  to  Abram,  that  supposing  the 
Hk>man  to  be  his  sister,  and  not  his  wife,  he  set  his  atfections 
on  her,  as  desiring  an  affinity  with  him  by  marrying  her, 
jt  not  as  incited  by  lust  to  abuse  her.     He  also  made  him 
^ large  present  in  money,  and  gave  him  leave  to  enter  into 
iTersation  with  the  most  learned  among  the  Egyptians. 
am   which   conversation,    his  virtue  and   hia    reputation 
ime  more  conspicuous  than  they  had  been  before. 
JS.  For  whereas  the  Egyptians  were  formerly  addicted  to 
liferent  customs,  and  despised  one  another  s  sacred   and 
ccustomed  rites,  and  were  very  angry  one  with  another  on 
%at  account,  Abram  conferred  with  each  of  them>  and  con- 
iting  the  reasonings  they  made  use  of,  every  one  for  their 
rn  practices,  he  demonstrated  that  such  reasonings  were 
un  and  void  of  truth.     Whereupon  he  was  admired  by 
bem  in  those  conferences  as  a  very  wise  man,  nnd  one  of 
sagacity,  when  he  discoursed  on  any  subject  he  under- 
;  and  this  not  only  in  understanding  it,  but  in  persuad- 
ag  other  men  also  to  assent  to  him.     He  communicated  to 
arithmetic,  and  delivered  to  them  the  science  of  astro- 
_  for  before  Abram  came  into  Egypt  they  were  un- 

sicquainted  with  those  parts  of  learning,  for  that  science 
came  from  the  Chaldeans  into  Egypt,  and  from  thence  to 
the  Greeks  also. 

3.  As  soon  as  Abram  was  come  back  into  Canaan,  he 
parted  ihe  land  between  him  and  Lot,  upon  account  of  the 
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turn  ul  til  Oils  behaviour  of  their  sheplierds,  conceniing  the 
pastures  wherein  they  should  feed  their  flocks.  However, 
he  gave  Lot  liis  option,  or  leave  to  choose  which  lands  he 
would  take ;  and  he  took  himself  what  the  other  left,  which 
were  the  lower  grounds  at  the  foot  of  the  mountains  ;  and 
he  himself  dwelt  in  Hebron,  which  is  a  city  seven  years 
ancienter  than  Tanis  of  Egypt.  But  Lot  possessed  the 
land  of  the  plain,  and  the  river  Jordan,  not  far  from  the 
city  Sodom,  which  was  then  a  fine  city,  but  is  now  destroyed 
by  the  will  and  wrath  of  God  ;  the  cause  of  which  1  shall 
show  in  it^  proper  place  hereafter. 


CHAPTER  IX, 

The  desiruction  of  the  Sodomites  b^  the  Axsyrian  war. 

§  L  At  this  time  when  the  Assyrians  had  the  dominion 
over  Asia,  the  people  of  Sodom  were  in  a  flourishing  con- 
dition, both  as  to  riclies  and  the  number  of  their  youth- 
There   were    five   kings   that  managed   the   afllairs  of  this 
country >  Ballas,   Barsas,  Senabar,  and  Sumobor,  with  the 
king  of  Bela ;  and  each  king  led  on  his  ow^n  troops ;  and 
the  Assyrians  made  war  upon  them,  and,  dividing  their 
army   into  four  parts,  fought   against   them.     Now   every 
part  of  the  army  had  its  own  commander,  and  when  the 
battle  was  joined,  the  Assyrians  were  con€|uerors,  and  im- 
posed a  tribute  upon  the  kings  of  the  Sodomites,  who  sub- 
mitted to  this  slavery  twelve  years  ;  and  so  long  they  con- 
tinued to  pay   their  tribute :    but  on  the  thirteenth  year 
they  rebelled,  and  then  the  army  of  the  Assyrians  came 
upon  thera,  under  their   commanders    Amraphel,   Arioch, 
Chodorlaomor,  and  Tidal,     These  kings  had  laid  waste  all 
Syria,  and  overthrown  the  offspring  of  the  giants.     And 
when  they  were  come  over-against   Sodom,   they  pitched 
their  camp  at  the  vale  called  the  Slime-pits,  for  at  that  time 
there  were  pits  in  that  place;  but  now  upon  the  destruction 
of  the  city  of  Sodom,  that  vale  became  the  Lake  Asphal- 
tites,  as  it  is  called  ;  however,  concerning  this  lake  we  shall 
speak  more  presently.     Now  when  the  Sodomites  joined 
battle  with  the  Assyrians,  and  the  fight  was  very  obstinate, 
many  of  them  were  killed,  and  the  rest  were  carried  captive; 
among  which  captives  was  Lot,  who  had  come  to  assist  the 
Sodomites. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

iow  Abramfottghi  with  the  Assyrians ^  and  overcame  them, 
Ipnti  sated  the  Sodomite  prisoners^  and  took  from  the 
^AMiyrians  the  prey  they  had  gotten*  , 

When  Abram  heard  of  tlieir  calamity, '        -as  at  once 
lid  for  Lot  his  kinsman,  and  pitied  the  'tes,  liis 

tnds  and  neighbours ;  and  thinking  it  pi  %rd 

?ni  assistance,  he  did  not  delay  it,  but  mincncu  nasxily, 

and  the  fifth  night  fell  upon  the  Assyrians,  near  Dan,  for 
^at  is  the  name  of  the  other  spring  of  Jordan;  and  before 
^g^y  could  arm  themselves,  he  slew  some  as  they  were  in 
Veir  beds,  before  they  could  suspect  any  harm;  and  others, 
who  were  not  yet  gone  to  sleep,  but  were  so  drunk  they 
could  not  fight,  ran  away.  Abram  pursued  after  them,  till 
Oil  tiie  second  day  he  drove  them  in  a  body  unto  lloba,  a 
■pee  belonging  to  Damascus  ;  and  thereby  demonstrated 
iHt  victory  docs  not  depend  on  multitude,  and  the  number 
of  hands,  but  the  alacrity  and  courage  of  soldiers  overcome 
Jhe  most  numerous  bodies  of  men,  while  he  got  the  victory 
Hfcr  so  great  an  army  with  no  more  than  three  hundred  and 
eighleen  of  his  servants,  and  three  of  his  friends  :  but  all 
those  that  Hed  returned  home  ingloriously, 

2-  So  Abram,  when  he  had  saved  the  captive  Sodomites, 
J^o  had  been  taken  by  the  Assyrians,  and  Lot  aL^^o,  his 
^painan,  returned  home  in  peace.  Now  the  king  of  Sodom 
mtt  him  at  a  certain  place,  which  they  called  the  King's 
Dale,  where  Melcliisedec,  king  of  the  city  Salem,  re- 
■Ired  hun.  That  name  signifies  the  righteous  king  ;  and 
Hbh  he  was  without  dispute,  insomuch  that,  on  this  account^ 
he  was  made  the  priest  of  God  :  however,  they  afterward 
Salem,  Jerusalem.  Now  this  Melchisedec  supplied 
fi's  army  in  a  hospitable  manner,  and  gave  them  pro- 
in  abundance  ;  and  as  they  were  feasting,  he  began 
praise  him,  to  bless  God  for  subduing  his  enemies  under 
And  when  Abram  gave  him  the  tenth  part  of  his 
|*y,  he  accepted  of  the  gift :  but  the  king  of  Sodom  de- 
ed Abram  to  take  the  prey  ;  but  entreated  that  he  might 
re  those  men  restored  to  him  whom  Abram  had  saved 
the  Assyrians,  because  they  belonged  to  him.  But 
ram  would  not  do  so ;  nor  would  make  any  other  ad- 
vantage of  that  prey,  than  what  his  servants  had  eaten  ;  but 
gtin  insisted  that  he  shuuld  afford  a  part  to  his  friends  that 
had  assisted  him  in  the  battle.  The  hrst  of  them  was  called 
chol,  and  then  Knner,  and  Mamhre. 
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3.  And  God  commended  his  virtue,  and  said,  Thou  shalt 
not,  however,  lose  the  rewards  thou  hast  deserved  to  re- 
ceive by  such  thy  glorious  actions.  He  answered.  And 
what  advantage  will  it  be  to  me  to  have  such  rewards,  when 
I  have  none  to  enjoy  them  after  me  ?  For  he  was  hitherto 
childless.  And  God  promised  that  he  should  have  a  son, 
and  that  his  posterity  should  be  very  numerous,  insomuch 
that  their  number  should  be  like  the  stars.  When  he  heard 
that,  he  offered  a  sacrifice  to  God,  as  he  commanded  him. 
The  manner  of  the  sacrifice  was  this :  he  took  an  heifer  of 
three  years  old,  and  a  she-goat  of  three  years  old,  and  a 
ram  in  like  manner  of  three  years  old,  and  a  turtle-dove,  and 
a  pigeon*;  and,  as  he  was  enjoined,  he  divided  the  thiee 
former,  but  the  birds  he  did  not  divide.  After  which,  before 
he  built  his  altar,  where  the  birds  of  prey  flew  about  as  de- 
sirous of  blood,  a  divine  voice  came  to  him,  declaring  that 
their  neighbours  would  be  grievous  to  his  posterity,  when 
they  should  be  in  Egypt,  for  four  hundred  years";  durinff 
which  time  they  should  be  afflicted,  but  afterwards  should 
overcome  their  enemies,  should  conquer  the  Canaanites  in 
war,  and  possess  themselves  of  their  land,  and  of  their 
cities. 

4.  Now  Abram  dwelt  near  the  oak  called  Ogyges;  tiw 
place  belongs  to  Canaan,  ifot  far  from  the  city  of  Hebron, 
but  being  uneasy  at  his  wife's  barrenness,  he  entreated  God 
to  grant  that  he  might  have  male  issue ;  and  God  required 
of  him  to  be  of  good  courage ;  and  said,  that  he  would  add 
to  all  the  rest  of  the  benents  that  he  had  bestowed  on  him, 
ever  since  he  led  him  out  of  Mesopotamia,  the  gift  of 
children.  Accordingly  Sarai,  at  God*s  command,  brought 
to  his  bed  one  of  her  handmaidens,  a  woman  of  Egyptian 
descent,  in  order  to  obtain  children  by  her ;  and  when  this 
handmaid  was  with  child,  she  triumphed,  and  ventured  to 
affront  Sarai,  as  if  the  dominion  were  to  come  to  a  son  to  be 
born  of  her.  But  when  Abram  resigned  her  into  the  hand 
of  Sarai,  to  punish  her,  she  contrived  to  fly  away,  as  not 
able  to  bear  the  instances  of  Sarai*s  severity  to  her ;  and  she 
entreated  God  to  have  compassion  on  her.  Now  a  divine 
angel  met  her,  as  she  was  going  forward  in  the  wilderness, 
and  bid  her  return  to  her  master  and  mistress,  for,  if  she 
would  submit  to  that  wise  advice,  she  would  live  better 
hereafter ;  for  that  the  reason  of  her  being  in  such  a  mtser- 

«  It  is  worth  noting  here,  that  God  required  no  other  sacrifices  under  the  law  of 
Moses,  than  what  were  Uken  from  these  five  kinds  of  animals  which  he  here  re- 
quired of  Abram.  Nor  did  the  Jews  feed  upon  any  other  domestic  animals  ^aa 
the  three  here  named,  as  Reland  observes  on  Antiq.  B.  IV.  Ch.  iv.  §  4. 

»  As  to  this  aflBiction  of  Abram*s  posterity,  for  400  years,  see  Antiq.  B.  II. 
Ch.  ix.  $  1. 
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ble  case  was  this,  tliat  she  had  been  ungrateful  ami  arrogant 

[iwarcU  her  mistress.     He  also  told  her,  that  if  she  dis- 

beyed  God,  and  went  on  still  in  her  way,  she  should  perish; 

lit  if  she  would  return  back  she  should  become  the  mother 

of  a  son  who  should  reign  over  that  counti-y.     These  ad- 

Bonitione  she  obeyed,  and  returned  to  her  nuister  and  niis- 

^es8,  and  obtained  forgiveness,     A  little  while  afterwards, 

lie  bare  Ismael,  which  may  be  interpreted,  Heard  of  God, 

ecause  God  had  heard  his  mother  s  prayer. 

5.  The  fore-mentioned  son  was  born  to  Abram  when  he 

eighty-six  years   old :   but  when  he   was   ninety-nine, 

}od  appeared  to  him,  and  promised  him,  that  he  should 

have  a  son  by  Sarai,  and  commanded  that  his  name  should 

be  Isaac;  and  showed  him,  that  from  this  son  should  spring 

great  nations  and  kings,  and  that  they  should  obtain  all  the 

mad  of  Canaan  by  war,  from  Sidon  to   Egypt*     But   he 

ehargetl  him,  in  order  to  keep  his  posterity  unmixed  with 

others,  that  they  should  be  circumcised  in  the  flesh  of  their 

foreskin,  and  that  this  should  be  done  on  the  eighth  day 

after  tliey  were  bom :  the  reason  of  which  circumcision  I 

rill  explain  in  another  place.     And  Abram  inquiring  also 

onceming  Ismael,  whether  he  should  live   or  not,  God 

nified  to  htm,   that  he  should  Uve  to  be  very  old,  <ind 

..juld  be  the  father  of  great  nations :  Abram,  therefore, 

Bire  thanks  to  God  for  these  blessings ;  and  then  he,  and 

|1  his  family,  and  his  son  Ismael,  were  circumcised  immedi- 

lely ;  the  son  being  that  day  thirteen  years  of  age,  and  he 

ifiety-nine. 


CHAPTER  XL 

Tow  God  overthrew  the  natmn  of  the  Sodomites^  out  of  his 
wrath  against  them  for  their  sins. 

I«  Aeoitt  this  time  the  Sodomites  grew  proud,  on  account 
tiieir  riches  and  great  wealth:  they  became  unjust  to- 
la men,  and  impious  towards  God,  insomuch  that  they 
t  call  to  mind  the  advantages  they  received  from  him: 
rrangers,  and  abused  themselves  with  Sodomiti- 
^.     God  was  therefore  much  displeased  at  them> 
determined  to  punish  them  for  their  pride,  and  to  over* 
^^tturow  their  city,  and  to  lay  waste  their  country,  until  there 
dbatikl  neither  plant  nor  fruit  grow  out  of  it. 
ftm  When  God  had  thus  resolved  concerning  the  Sodomites, 
Lbrabaro,  as  he  sat  by  the  Oak  of  Mambre,  at  the  door  of 
ia   tent,   saw  three   angels ;    and,   thinking    them    to   be 
rangerSt  he  rose  up  and  saluted  them,  and  desired  they 
roulJ  accept  of  an  entertainment,  and  abide  with  him;  to 

G  2 


84  ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS,     [book  i. 

which  when  they  agreed,  he  ordered  cakes  of  meal  to  be 
made  presently  :  and  when  he  had  slain  a  calf,  he  roasted  it, 
and  brought  it  to  them,  as  they  sat  under  the  oak.  Now 
they  made  a  show  of  eating ;  and  besides,  they  asked  him 
about  his  wife  Sarai,  where  she  was ;  and  when  he  said  she 
was  within,  they  said,  they  should  come  again  hereafter,  and 
find  her  become  a  mother.  Upon  which  tne  woman  laughed, 
and  said,  that  it  was  impossible  she  should  bear  children, 
since  she  was  ninety  years  of  age,  and  her  husband  was  a 
hundred.  Then  they  concealed  themselves  no  longer,  but 
declared  that  they  were  angels  of  God ;  and  that  one  of 
them  was  sent  to  inform  them  about  the  child,  and  two  for 
the  overthrow  of  Sodom. 

3.  When  Abraham  heard  this,  he  was  grieved  for  the 
Sodomites ;  and  he  rose  up,  and  besought  God  for  them, 
and  entreated  him  that  he  would  not  destroy  the  righteous 
with  the  wicked.  And  when  God  had  replied  that  there 
was  no  good  man  among  the  Sodomites ;  for  if  there  were 
but  ten  such  men  among  them,  he  would  not  punish  any  of 
them  for  their  sins ;  Abraham  held  his  peace.  And  the 
angels  came  to  the  city  of  the  Sodomites,  and  Lot  entreated 
them  to  accept  of  a  lodging  with  him ;  for  he  was  a  very 
generous  and  hospitable  man,  and  one  that  had  learned  to 
imitate  the  goodness  of  Abraham.  Now  when  the  Sodom* 
ites  saw  the  young  men  to  be  of  beautiful  countenances,  and 
this  to  an  extraordinary  degree,  and  that  they  took  up  their 
lodgings  with  Lot,  they  resolved  themselves  to  enjoy  those 
beautiftil  boys  by  force  and  violence;  and  when  Lot  ex* 
horted  them  to  sobriety,  and  not  to  offer  any  thing  immodest 
to  the  strangers,  but  to  have  regard  to  their  lodging  in  his 
house ;  and  promised,  that  if  their  inclinations  could  not  be 
governed,  he  would  expose  his  daughters  to  their  lust, 
instead  of  these  strangers ;  neither  thus  were  they  made 
ashamed. 

4.  But  God  was  much  displeased  at  their  impudent  be* 
haviour,  so  that  he  both  smote  these  men  with  blindness, 
and  condemned  the  Sodomites  to  universal  destruction. 
But  Lot,  upon  God's  informing  him  of  the  fiiture  destruction 
of  the  Sodomites,  went  away,  taking  with  him  his  wife  and 
daughters,  who  were  two,  and  still  virgins ;  for  those  that 
were  betrothed*  to  them  were  above  the  thoughts  of  going, 
and  deemed  that  Lot*s  words  were  trifling.  God  then  cast 
a  thunderbolt  upon  the  city,  and  set  it  on  fire,  with  its  in* 
habitants  ;  and  laid  waste  the  country  with  the  like  burning, 


*  Tliese  Bons-in-law  to  I^t,  as  they  are  called.  Gen.  xix.  12 — 14,  might  be  so 
styled  because  they  were  betrothed  to  Lot's  daughters,  though  not  yet  married  to 
them.    See  the  note  on  Antiq.  B.  XIV.  ch.  xiii.  §  1.  vol.  II. 
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I  formerly  said  when  I  wrote  the  Jewish  war^.  But  Lot*s 
rife  continually  turning  back  to  view  the  city  as  she  went 
rom  it,  and  being  too  nicely  inquisitive  what  would  become 
|)f  it,  although  God  had  forbidden  her  so  to  do,  was  changed 
ito  a  pillar  of  salt' :  for  1  have  seen  it,  and  it  remains  at 
iis  day.  Now  he  and  his  daughters  tied  to  a  certain  small 
^lAce,  cncompassetl  with  the  lire,  and  settled  in  it.  It  is  to 
this  day  called  Zoar,  for  that  is  the  word  which  the  Hebrews 
use  for  a  small  thing.  There  it  was  that  he  lived  a  miserable 
life,  on  account  of  his  having  no  company,  and  his  want  of 
provisions. 

5,  But  his  daughters,  thinking  that  all  mankind  were 
destroyed',  approached  to  their  father,  though  taking  care 
not  to  lie  perceived.  This  they  did,  that  human  kind  might 
not  utterly  fail.  And  they  bare  sons ;  the  son  of  the  elder 
wa§  named  Moab,  which  denotes  one  derived  from  his 
father.  The  younger  bare  Ammon,  which  name  denotes 
one  derived  from  a  kinsman.  The  former  of  whom  was  the 
father  of  the  Moabites,  which  is  even  still  a  great  nation; 
the  latter  was  the  father  of  the  Ammonites  :  and  both  of 
them  are  inhabitants  of  Cele-Syria.  And  such  was  the 
departure  of  Lot  from  among  the  Sodomites. 


r  Of  the  War,  B.  IV.  cli.  vttL  $  4.  vol.  III. 

*  Thi*  pilUrof  tah  was.  we  see  here,  staodiog  Id  ihe  days  of  Josephtjs,  and  He 
b«d  seen  lU  That  it  wa$  staading  then.  i&  nUo  aUesled  to  b^  Clemetit  of  Eamet 
conlempomry  wilh  Joseplius  ;  as  abo  tlint  it  was  in  tbe  next  century*  is  attested 
*  ^  Ireojrua.  wHh  the  addition  of  an  hypothesin,  how  it  came  to  last  &o  long,  with 
aben  entire— Whether  the  account  that  aome  modern  travellers  gi?e  ba 
Lit  it  still  standing,  I  do  not  know.  lis  remote  Mtuatioui  at  the  utmou 
I  point  of  tbe  sea  of  Sodom,  in  the  wild  and  dangerous  deserts  of  Arabia, 
I  it  exeeedio^  difficult  for  iciquiaitive  trav^ellers  to  examine  the  place  ;  and  for 
TOD  teporls  of  country  people,  at  a  distance,  they  are  not  very  satififa<!tory.  In 
I  moan  lime.  I  have  no  opinion  of  l^e  Clcrc's  dissertation  or  hypothesis  ab on t  tUb 
^oo,  wbJch  can  only  be  deteritiined  by  eye-witnesses.  When  Christian 
r:ili.  rj,  by  aside  their  foolish  and  unchrittian  wars  and  quarrels,  and 
^kersoQs  to  travel  over  the  east,  and  bring  us  faithful  accounts  of 

imeots,  and  procure  us  copies  of  all  ancieot  records,  at  present 

tmong  u^  we  may  bope  for  ful)  satisfaction  tn  such  inquiries ;  but  hardly 

^•er  wicked  intention  in  these  daughters  of  Lot,  when  in  a  case 

•  them  of  unavoidable  necessity,  they  procured  ihemselveB  to  be 

...  r  father.     Without  such  an  unavoidable  necessity,  incest  is  a 

nmv  ]  but  whether  in  *uch  a  case  of  necessity  as  they  apprehendcfl  this  td 

diog  to  JosepbuSi  it  wa^  any  such  crime,  I  am  not  satisfied.     In  the  meaa 

>ir  making  their  father  drunk,  and  duir  solicitoua  concealment  of  whi&t  they 

,  htm,  shows  that  they  despaired  of  persuading  him  to  an  action  which,  ut 

ft,  could  not  but  be  very  suspicious  and  shockiog  in  an  good  a  man. 
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CHAPTER  XII. 

Concerning  Abimelech,  and  concemiw  Ismael  the  son  ^ 
Abraham ;  and  concerning  the  Arabians^  which  were  hi 
posterity. 

$  1.  Abraham  now  removed  to  Gerar  of  Palestine,  leading 
Sarah  along  with  him,  under  the  notion  of  his  sister,  using 
the  like  dissimulation  that  he  had  used  before^  and  this  out 
of  fear.  For  he  was  afraid  of  Abimelech,  the  king  of  that 
country,  who  did  also  himself  fall  in  love  with  Sarahi  and 
was  disposed  to  corrupt  her;  but  he  was  restrained  firom 
satisfying  his  lust,  by  a  dangerous  distemper  which  beim 
him  from  God.  Now  when  his  physicians  despaired  of 
curing  him,  he  fell  asleep,  and  saw  a  dream,  warning  him 
not  to  abuse  the  stranger's  wife ;  and  when  he  recovered,  he 
told  his  friends  that  God  had  inflicted  that  disease  upon  him, 
by  way  of  punishment  for  his  injury  to  the  stranger ;  and  in 
order  to  preserve  the  chastity  of  his  wife,  for  tnat  she  did 
not  accompany  him  as  his  sister,  but  as  his  legitimate  wife ; 
and  that  God  had  promised  to  be  gracious  to  him  for  the 
time  to  come,  if  this  person  be  once  secure  of  his  wife's 
chastity.  When  he  had  said  this,  by  the  advice  of  his  fiiends, 
he  sent  for  Abraham,  and  bid  him  not  be  concerned  about 
his  wife,  or  fear  the  corruption  of  her  chastity;  for  that 
God  took  care  of  him,  and  that  it  was  by  his  providenee 
that  he  received  his  wife  again,  without  her  suffering  any 
abuse.  And  he  appealed  to  God,  and  to  his  wife's  conscience; 
and  said,  that  he  had  not  any  inclination  at  first  to  enjoy  her, 
if  he  had  known  she  was  his  wife ;  but  since,  said  he,  thoa 
Icdst  her  about  as  thy  sister,  I  was  guilty  of  no  offence. 
He  also  entreated  him  to  be  at  peace  with  him,  and  to  make 
God  propitious  to  him ;  and  that  if  he  thought  fit  to  continue 
with  him,  he  should  have  what  he  wanted  in  abundance ;  but 
that  if  he  designed  to  go  away,  he  should  be  honourably 
conducted,  and  have  whatsoever  supply  he  wanted  when  he 
came  thither.  Upon  his  saying  this,  Abraham  told  him  that 
his  pretence  of  kindred  to  his  wife  was  no  lie,  because  she 
was  his  brother's  daughter ;  and  that  he  did  not  think  him- 
self safe  in  his  travels  abroad,  without  this  sort  of  dissimula- 
tion ;  and  that  he  was  not  the  cause  of  his  distemper,  but 
was  only  solicitous  for  his  own  safety.  He  said  also,  that 
he  was  ready  to  stay  with  him.  Whereupon  Abimelech 
assicrned  him  land  and  money ;  and  they  covenanted  to  live 
together  without  guile,  and  took  an  oath  at  a  certain  well 
called  Becrshcba,  which  may  be  interpreted,  the  Well  of  the 
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Oath*     And  so  it  is  named  by  the  people  of  the  country  unto 
js  day* 

2*  Now  in  a  little  time  Abraham  had  a  son  by  Sarah,  as 
had  foretold  to  him,  whom  he  named  Lsaac,  which 
nifies  Laughter.     And  indeed  they  so  called  him»  because 
rah  laughed  when  God  ^  said  that  she  sliould  bear  a  son, 
not  expecting  such  a  thing,  as  being  past  the  age  of 
Id -bearing,  for  she  was  ninety  years  old,  and  Abraham  a 
drcd  ;  so  that  this  son  was  born  to  them  both  in  the  last 
r  of  each  of  those  decimal  numbers.    And  they  circumcised 
upon  the  eighth  day.  And  from  that  time  the  Jews  continue 
the  custom  of  circumcising  their  sons  within  that  number  of 
fs*     But  as  for  the  Arabians,  they  circumcise  afker  the 
eenth  year,  because  Ismael,  the  founder  of  their  nation, 
lO  was  born  to  Abraham  of  the  concubine,  was  circumcised 
that  age;  concerning  whom  i  will  presently  give  a  particular 

lUiit,  with  great  exactness. 
i3.  As  for  Sarah,  she  at  first  loved  Ismael,  who  was  born 
her  own  handmaid  Hagar,  with  an  affection  not  inferior  to 
I  of  her  own  son,  for  he  was  brought  up  in  order  to 
*ceed  in  the  government;  but  when  she  herself  had  borne 
c,  she  was  not  willing  that  Ismael  should  be  brought  up 
ith  him,  as  being  too  old  for  him,  and  able  to  do  him  injuries, 
when  their  father  should  be  dead ;  she  therefore  persuaded 
Abraham  to  send  him  and  his  mother  to  some  distant  country. 
Now  at  the  first  he  did  not  agree  to  what  Sarah  was  so 
aealoua  for,  and  thought  it  an  instance  of  the  greatest  barbarity 
to  send  away  a  young  child  *^^^  and  a  woman  unprovided  of 
necessaries;  but  at  length  he  agreed  to  it,  because  God  was 
pleased  with  what  Sarah  had  determined :  so  he  delivered 
lamael  to  his  mother,  as  not  yet  able  to  go  by  himself;  and 
commanded  her  to  take  a  bottle  of  water,  and  a  loaf  of  bread, 
and  sso  to  depart,  and  to  take  necessity  for  her  guide.     But 

^  II  w  w«n  worth  observatiOD,  tbai  Josephus  here  calltthat  principal  angel,  who 
ffllfirfi^  10  Abrfthmn,  and  foretold  the  birth  of  Isaac,  directly  God  „  which  language 
of  Jooe|ittua»  here,  pre^arei  ue  to  believe  those  other  expre«sioD9  of  hb»  tbat  Jesua 
wm  a  vn»e  tnan,  if  it  be  lawful  to  call  him  a  man.  (Antit^.  B,  XVIII.  chap,  hui 
a.  toL  IIL)  Btnd  of  God  the  Word,  in  hia  homily  coocermng  Hades,  may  be  both 
ftstuM.  Sot  i*  tlie  other  expreaaion  of  divine  angel,  used  presently,  and  before^ 
abo  o(  any  otJier  lignification. 

*  ioiaephut  here  calls  Ismael  a  voang  child  or  infant,  tliough  he  was  about  13 
fmn  of  age;  as  Jodaa  callt  himself  and  h\i>  brethren  young  tnent  when  the^  were 
47.  and  tio  had  two  children,  Antiq.  B.  IL  chap,  vi.  f  8.  and  they  were  of  much 
Iht  tamoaec  ai  ia  a  damsel  of  12  years  old  called  a  tittle  child,  Mark  v.  39 — 42. 
irt  Bevmltimea.  Herod  also  is  said  by  Joseph  us  lo  be  a  very  young  man  at  ^6. 
Sm  the  note  on  Aotiq.  B,  XIV.  chap.ix.  §  2.  vol.  11*  and  of  the  War,  B.  1.  chap. 
Xi  1^.  IV.  And  Ariitobulus  ia  styled  a  very  little  child  at  Iti  years  of  age*  Antio, 
B.  XV,  ch.  Vu  i  6,  7,  vol.  11,  Doraitian  ia  also  called  by  him  a  very  young  child. 
when  be  vreni  oo  hia  GerniBJi  eipedition  at  about  18  years  of  age.  Of  the  war,  B. 
VIL  clu  iv.  ^  2.  vol.  IV.  Samaon*4  wife,  and  Roth,  when  they  were  widowa,  are 
cilloA  childfto,  Aatiq.  B.  111.  chap.  viii.  $  6.  and  chap.  ix.  j  2,  3, 
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as  soon  as  her  necessary  provisions  fitiled^  she  found  herself 
in  an  evil  case ;  and  when  the  water  was  ahnost  spent,  she 
laid  the  young  child,  who  was  ready  to  expire,  under  a  fir- 
tree,  and  went  on  farther,  that  so  he  might  die  while  she 
was  absent.  But  a  divine  anael  came  to  her»  and  told  her 
of  a  fountain  hard  bv,  and  bid  her  take  care  and  bring  up 
the  child,  because  she  should  be  very  happy  by  the  pre- 
servation of  Ismael.  She  then  took  courage  upon  the  pro* 
spect  of  what  was  promised  her,  and  meeting  with  some 
shepherds,  by  their  care  she  got  clear  of  the  distresses  she 
had  been  in. 

4.  When  the  lad  was  grown  up,  he  married  a  wife,  by 
birth  an  Egyptian,  from  whence  the  mother  was  herself 
derived  originally.  Of  this  wife  were  bom  to  Ismael  twelve 
sons,  Nabaioth,  Kedar,  Abdeel,  Mabsam,  Idumas,  Masmaos, 
Massaos,  Chodad, Theman,  Jetur, Naphesus, Cadmas.  These 
inhabited  all  the  country  from  Euphrates  to  the  Red  sea,  and 
called  it  Nabatene.  They  are  an  Arabian  nation,  and  name 
their  tribes  from  these,  both  because  of  their  own  virtue,  and 
because  of  the  dignity  of  Abraham  their  father. 


CHAPTER  Xni. 

Concerning  Isaac,  the  legitimate  son  of  Abraham. 

§  1.  Now  Abraham  greatly  loved  Isaac,  as  being  his  only 
begotten*^,  and  given  to  him  at  the  borders  of  old  age,  by 
the  favour  of  God.  The  child  also  endeared  himself  to  his 
parents  still  more,  by  the  exercise  of  every  virtue,  and 
adhering  to  his  duty  to  his  parents,  and  being  zealous  in  the 
worship  of  God.  Abraham  also  placed  his  own  happiness 
in  this  prospect,  that,  when  he  should  die,  he  should  leave 
this  his  son  in  a  safe  and  secure  condition ;  which  accordingly 
he  obtained  by  the  will  of  God ;  who,  being  desirous  to 
make  an  experiment  of  Abraham's  religious  disposition  towards 
.  himself,  appeared  to  him,  and  "  enumerated  all  the  blessings 
he  had  bestowed  on  him ;  how  he  had  made  him  superior  to 
his  enemies ;  and  that  his  son  Isaac,  who  was  the  principal 
part  of  his  present  happiness,  was  derived  from  him ;  and  ne 
said  that  he  required  this  son  of  his,  as  a  sacrifice  and  holy 
oblation."  Accordingly  he  commanded  him  to  carry  him 
to  the  mountain  Moriah,  and  to  build  an  altar,  and  offer 
him  for  a  bumt-ofiering  upon  it ;  for  that  this  would  best 
manifest  his  religious  disposition  towards  him,  if  he  preferred 

^  Note,  that  both  here  and  Heb.  xi.  17,  Isaac  U  called  Abraham's  only  begotteo 
son,  though  he  at  the  same  time  had  another  sun  Ismael.    The  Septuagint  ezpn 
the  true  meaning,  by  rendering  the  text,  the  beloved  son. 


^tmA 


I 


* 
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what  was  pleasing  to  God,  before  the  preservation  of  his  own 
son. 

2.  Now  Abraham  thouglit  that  it  was  not  right  to  disobey 
God  in  any  thing,  but  that  he  was  obliged  to  serve  him  in 
CTery  circumstance  of  life,  since  all  creatures  that  live  enjoy 
their  life  by  his  providence,  and  the  kindness  he  bestows  on 
Uiem.  Accordingly  he  concealed  this  command  of  God, 
and  his  own  intentions  about  the  slaughter  of  bis  son,  from 
hh  wife,  as  also  from  every  one  of  his  servants,  otherwise  he 
Bboold  have  been  hindered  from  his  obedience  to  God ;  and 
he  took  Isaac,  together  with  two  of  his  servants,  and  laying 
what  things  were  necessary  for  a  sacrifice  upon  an  ass,  he 
went  away  to  the  mountain.  Now  the  two  servants  went 
along  with  him  two  days,  but  on  the  third  day,  as  soon  as 
he  saw  the  mountain,  he  left  those  servants  that  were  with 
him  till  then  in  the  plain,  and,  having  his  son  alone  with 
himt  he  came  to  the  mountain.  It  was  that  mountain  upon 
which  king  David  afterwards  built  the  temple*.  Now  they 
had  brought  with  them  every  thing  necessary  for  a  sacrifice, 
excepting  the  animal  that  was  to  be  ofltred  only.  Now 
Isaac  was  twenty-tive  years  old.  And  a^  he  was  building 
the  altar,  he  asked  his  father,  "  what  he  was  about  to  offer, 
since  there  was  no  animal  there  for  an  oblation?"  To  which 
it  was  answered,  **  That  God  w^onld  provide  himself  an  ob- 
lation, he  being  able  to  make  a  plentiful  provision  for  men 
out  of  what  they  have  not,  and  to  deprive  others  of  what 
they  already  have,  w*hen  they  put  too  much  trust  tlierein  ; 
that  therefore,  if  God  pleased  to  be  present  and  propitious 
at  this  sacrifice,  he  wouUl  provide  himself  of  an  oblation/' 

3.  As  soon  as  the  altar  was  prepared,  and  Abraham  had 
laid  on  the  wood,  and  all  things  were  entirely  ready,  he  said 
to  his  son,  **  O  son,  I  poured  out  a  vast  number  of  prayers 
that  I  might  have  thee  for  my  son ;  when  thou  wast  come 
into  the  world,  there  was  nothing  that  could  contribute  to 
ihy  support,  for  which  I  was  not  greatly  solicitous,  nor  any 
thing  wherein  I  thought  myself  happier  than  to  see  thee 
grown  up  to  man's  estate,  and  that  I  might  leave  thee  at  my 
death  the  successor  of  my  dominion  ;  but  since  it  was  by 
God's  will  that  I  became  thy  father,  and  it  is  now  his  will 
that  I  rehnquish  thee,  bear  this  consecration  to  God  with  a 

lis  mind;  for    I    resign   thee   up   to   God  who  has 

,t  fit  now  to  require  this  testimony  of  honour  to  him- 

^If,  un  account  of  the  favours  he  hath  conferred  on  me,  in 

•  Here  U  R  nlam  error  in  the  copies,  which  say,  that  king  David  afierwarda 
Imilt  the  temple  on  this  mount  Mori  ah,  while  il  was  cenaiDly  no  other  than  kiug 
^tomoet  who  buih  that  temple.  a&  indetrd  Procopiua  cites  tt  from  JosephuB*  For 
It  wfti  for  certain  D%v\6,  and  not  Solomon,  vrho  built  the  first  altar  there,  zs  wq 
team,  2  Sftin.  i^siv,  18,  etc.;  1  Chroii«  lai,  22,  etc.;  and  AnUtj*  B*  XIL  cb* 
litu  f  4,  vol*  1. 
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being  to  me  a  supporter  and  defender.  Accordingly  thoiii 
my  son,  wilt  now  die,  not  in  any  common  way  of  going  out 
of  the  world,  but  sent  to  God,  the  Father  of  all  men,  before- 
hand, by  thy  own  father,  in  the  nature  of  a  sacrifice.  I 
suppose  he  thinks  thee  worthy  to  get  clear  of  thia  world 
neither  by  disease,  neither  by  war,  nor  by  any  other  aeyere 
ways,  by  which  death  usually  comes  upon  men,  but  so  that 
he  will  receive  thy  soul  with  prayers  and  holy  offices  of 
religion,  and  will  place  thee  near  to  himself,  and  thou  will 
there  be  to  me  a  succourer  and  supporter  in  my  old  age ; 
on  which  account  I  principally  brought  thee  up,  and  thou 
wilt  thereby  procure  me  God  for  my  comforter  instead  ci 
thyself." 

4.  Now  Isaac  was  of  such  a  generous  disposition  as 
became  the  son  of  such  a  father,  and  was  pleased  with  this 
discourse ;  and  said,  *'  that  he  was  not  worthy  to  be  bom  at 
first,  if  he  should  reject  the  determination  of  God,  and  of 
his  father,  and  should  not  resign  himself  up  readily  to  both 
their  pleasures ;  since  it  would  have  been  unjust  if  he  had 
not  obeyed,  even  if  his  father  alone  had  so  resolved."  So 
he  went  immediately  to  the  altar  to  be  sacrificed.  And  the 
deed  had  been  done  if  God  had  not  opposed  it:  for  he 
called  loudly  to  Abraham  by  his  name,  ana  forbade  him  to 
slay  his  son ;  and  said,  ''  It  was  not  out  of  a  desire  of  human 
blood  that  he  was  commanded  to  slay  his  son,  nor  was  he 
willing  that  he  should  be  taken  away  from  him  whom  he 
had  made  his  father,  but  to  try  the  temper  of  his  mind, 
whether  he  would  be  obedient  to  such  a  command.  Since 
therefore  he  now  was  satisfied  as  to  that  his  alacrity,  and 
the  surprising  readiness  he  showed  in  this  his  piety,  he  was 
delighted  in  having  bestowed  such  blessings  upon  him ;  and 
that  he  would  not  be  wanting  in  all  sorts  of  concern  about 
him,  and  in  bestowing  other  children  upon  him ;  and  that 
his  son  should  live  to  a  very  great  age ;  that  he  should  live 
a  happy  life,  and  bequeath  a  large  principality  to  his 
children,  who  should  be  good  and  legitimate."  He  fore- 
told also,  that  his  family  should  increase  into  many  nations'; 

'It  aeemi  both  here,  and  in  God's  parallel  blettin?  to  Jacob,  chap.  aiz.  §  1.  that 
Josepbus  had  jet  no  notion  of  the  hidden  meanins  of  that  moat  important  and  most 
eminent  promise,  *'  In  thy  seed  shall  all  the  families  of  the  earth  be  blessed."  He 
saith  *'  not  of  seeds,  as  of  many,  but  as  of  one ;  and  to  thy  seed,  which  is  Christ." 
Gal.  iii.  16.  Nor  is  it  any  wonder,  he  being,  1  think,  as  yet  not  a  Christian.  And 
bad  he  been  a  Christian,  yet  since  he  was  to  be  sure,  till  the  latter  part  of  his  lift, 
no  more  than  an  Ebionite  Christian,  who,  above  all  the  apostles,  rejected  and 
despised  St.  Paul,  it  would  be  no  great  wonder  if  he  did  not  now  follow  his  inter- 
pretation. In  the  mean  time,  we  have  in  effect  St.  Paul's  exposition  in  the  testa- 
nent  of  Reuben,  $  6.  in  Autbent.  Bee.  Part  i.  p.  302,  who  charges  his  sons,  "to 
worship  the  seed  of  Judah,  who  should  die  for  them  in  visible  and  invisible  wars: 
and  ahonld  be  among  them  an  eternal  king."  Nor  is  that  obf^rvation  of  a  learned 
foreigner  of  my  acquaintance  to  be  despisM,  who  takes  notice,  that  as  seeds  in  the 
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ind  that  those  patriarcha  ghoultl  leave  behind  them  an  ever- 

isling  name ;  that  they  should  obtain  the  possession  of  the 

id  of  Canaan,  and  be  envied  by  all  men.     When  God  had 

this,  he  produced  to  them  a  ram,  which  did  not  appear 

for  the  encrifice.     So  Abraham  and  Isaac  receiving 

other  unexpectedly,  and  having  obtained  the  promises 

of  such  great  blessings,  embraced  one  another  ;  and  when 

they  had   sacrificed,    they   returned   to   Sarah,    and   lived 

happily  together,  God  affording  them  his  assistance  in  all 

■things  they  desired. 

f    Co 


CHAPTER  XIV. 


Coneerning  Sarah,  Abraham^s  wife ;  and  how  she  ended 
her  days, 

f  1.  Now  Sarah  died  a  little  while  after,  having  lived  one 
htmdred  and  twenty-seven  years*  They  buried  her  in 
Hebron ;  the  Canaanites  publicly  allowing  them  a  burying- 

Elace:  which  piece  of  ground  Abraham  bought  for   four 
undred  shekels,  of  Ephron,  an  inhabitant  of  Hebron.   And 
both   Abraham  and  his  descendants  built  themselves   se- 
^pulchres  in  that  place. 


CHAPTER  XV. 


How  the  Nation  of  the  Troglodyies  were  derived  from 
Abraham  bij  Keturah. 


1.  Abraham  after  this  married  Keturah,  by  whom  six 
m  were  born  to  him,  men  of  courage  and  of  sagacious 
nunds :  Zambran,  and  Jazar,  and  Madan,  and  Madian,  and 
Josabak,  and  Sous.  Now  the  sons  of  Sous  were,  Sabathan 
und  Dad  an.  The  sons  of  Dadan  were,  Latusim,  and  Assur, 
and  Luom.  The  sons  of  Madian  were,  Ephas,  and  Opbren, 
and  Anoch,  and  Ebidas,  and  Eldas*     Now  for  all  these  sons 

•  and  grandsons,  Abraham  contrived  to  settle  them  in  colo- 
ttle« ;  and  they  took  possession  of  Troglodytisr  and  the 
ccmntry  of  Arabia  the  Happy,  as  far  as  it  reaches  to  the 
Red  Sea.  It  is  related  of  this  Ophren,  that  he  made  war 
against    Libya,  and    took   it,  and  that  his  grandchildren, 


filani  nmst  ngnify  potterity»  so  s«ed  in  the  singultr  may  lig^ify  eiihcr  posterity  or 
1  tingle  penon  ;  and  that  in  this  promise  of  all  nations  being  happy  in  the  seed 
of  Abmhanij  or  Isaac »  or  Jacob,  etc.,  it  is  always  used  in  the  singumr.  To  which 
I  shall  add,  that  it  is  toraetiines,  ai  it  were,  paraphrased  by  the  son  of  Abraham, 
'  iHt  aoR  of  Dtvkl,  etc.,  which  ii  capable  of  do  lucn  aaibigaity. 
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when  they  inhabited  it,  called  it  from  his  name  Africa.  And 
indeed  Alexander  Polyhistor  gives  his  attestation  to  what  I 
here  say  ;  who  speaks  thus  :  '*  Cleodemus  the  prophet,  who 
was  also  called  Malchus,  who  wrote  a  history  of  the  Jews, 
in  agreement  with  the  history  of  Moses,  their  legislator,  re* 
lates,  that  there  were  many  sons  born  to  Abraham  by  Ke« 
turah :  nay,  he  names  three  of  them,  Apher,  and  Surim, 
and  Japhran.  That  from  Surim  was  the  land  of  Assyria 
denominated,  and  that  from  the  other  two,  Apher  and  Ja» 
phran,  the  country  of  Africa  took  its  name,  because  these 
men  were  auxiliaries  to  Hercules,  when  he  fought  against 
Libya  and  Antaeus ;  and  that  Hercules  married  Aphra*s 
daughter,  and  of  her  he  begat  a  s6n  Didorus ;  and  that 
Sophon  was  his  son,  from  whom  the  barbarous  people  called 
Sophacians  were  denominated." 


CHAPTER  XVI. 

How  Isaac  took  Rebeka  to  wife. 

%  1.  Now  when  Abraham,  the  father  of  Isaac,  had  resolved 
to  take  Rebeka,  who  was  granddaughter  to  his  brother 
Nahor,  for  a  wife  to  his  son  Isaac,  who  was  then  about  forty 

J  ears  old,  he  sent  the  ancientest  of  his  servants  to  betroth 
er,  after  he  had  obliged  him  to  give  him  the  strongest 
assurances  of  his  fidelity.  Which  assurances  were  given 
after  the  manner  following:  they  put  each  other's  hands 
under  each  other's  thighs ;  then  they  called  upon  God  as  the 
witness  of  what  was  to  be  done.  He  also  sent  such  presents 
to  those  that  were  there,  as  were  in  esteem  on  account  that 
they  either  rarely  or  never  were  seen  in  that  country.  This 
servant  got  thither  not  under  a  considerable  time ;  for  it  re- 
quires much  time  to  pass  through  Mesopotamia,  in  which  it 
is  tedious  travelling,  both  in  winter,  for  the  depth  of  the  clay, 
and  in  summer,  for  want  of  water ;  and  besides  this,  for  the 
robberies  there  committed,  which  are  not  to  be  avoided  by 
travellers,  but  by  caution  beforehand.  However,  the  servant 
came  to  Haran.  And  when  he  was  in  the  suburbs,  he  met 
a  considerable  number  of  maidens  going  to  the  water;  he 
therefore  prayed  to  God,  that  Rebeka  might  be  found  among 
them,  or  her  whom  Abraham  sent  him  as  his  servant  to 
espouse  to  his  son,  in  case  his  will'were  that  this  marriage 
should  be  consummated ;  and  that  she  might  be  made  known 
to  him  by  this  sign,  that  while  others  denied  him  water  to 
drink,  she  might  give  it  him. 

2,  With  this  intention  he  went  to  the  well,  and  desired  the 
maidens  to  give  him  some  water  to  drink:  but  while  the  others 
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Bfu&ed  on  pretence  that  they  wanted  it  all  at  home,  and  could 

Bpare  none  for  him,  one  only  of  the  company  rebuked  them 

for  their  peevish  behaviour  towards  the  stranger;  and  said, 

I  What  is  there  that  you  will  ever  communicate  to  any  body, 

irho  have  not  so  much  as  given  the  man  j^ome  water  ?   She 

lihen  offered  him  water  in  an  ol)ligiiig  manner*     And  now  he 

■  began  to  hope  that  his   grand  aftltir  would  succeed  j    but 

Idesiring  still  to  know  the  trutli^  he  commended  her  for  her 

Jgenerosity  and  good  nature,  that  she  did  not  scruple  (o  aftbrd 

sufficiency  of  water  to  tliose  that  wanted  it,  though  it  cost 

Iher  some  pains  to  draw  it ;  and  asked  who  were  her  parents, 

llind  wished  them  joy  of  such  a  daughter;  And  mayest  thou 

|be  espoused,  said  he,  to  their  satisfaction,  into  the  family  of 

in  agreeable  husband,  and  bring  him  legitimate  children  1 

rNor  did  she  disdain  to  satisfy  his  inquiries,  but  told  him  her 

^family.     They,  says  she,  call  me  Rebeka;    my  father  was 

Bethuel,  but  he  is  dead ;  and  Laban  is  my  brother,  and,  to^ 

Lgether  with  my  mother,  takes  care  of  all  our  family  affairs, 

Fluid  is  the  guardian  of  my  virginity.     When  the  servant  heard 

this,  he  was  very  glad  at  w'hat  hud  liappened,  and  at  what 

was  told  him,  as  perceiving  that  God  liad  thus  ptainl)'  directed 

his  journey:   and  producing  his  bracelets,  and  some  other 

ornaments  which  it  was  esteemed  decent  for  virgins  to  wear, 

he  gave  them  to  the  damsel,  by  way  of  acknowledgment,  and 

as  a  reward  for  her  kindness  in  giving  him  water  to  drink; 

saying,  it  was  but  jost  that  she  should  have  them,  because 

|«he  was  so  much  more  obliging  than  any  of  the  rest.     She 

idesircd  also  that  he  would  come  and  lodge  with  them,  since 

the  approach  of  the  night  gave  him  not  time  to  proceed  farther; 

ind  producing  his  precious  ornaments  for  women,  he  said,  he 

[desired  to  trust  them  to  none  more  safely,  than  to  such  as  she 

showed  lierself  to  be;   and  that  he  believed  he  might 

BS  at  the  humanity  of  her  mother  and  brother,  that  tliey 

Fwould  not  be  displeased,  from  tlie  virtue  he  found  in  her  ;  for 

lie  would  not  be  burdensome,  but  would  pay  the  hire  for  his 

entertainment,  and  sperul  his  own  money.     To  which  she 

ilied,  that  he  guessed  right  as  to  the  humanity  of  her 

>nts;  but  complained,  that  he  should  think  them  so  par- 

>nious  as  to  take  money,  for  that  he  should  have  all  on 

cost;  hut  she  said,  she  would  first  inform  her  brother 

iban,  and,  if  he  gave  her  leave,  she  would  conduct  him  in*  - 

As   soon  then  as   this  was  over,  she  introduced   the 

[fftranger;  and  for  the  camels,  the  servants  of  Laban  brought 

ilhem  in,  and  took  care  of  them,  and  he  was  himself  brought 

[in  to  supper  by  Laban,     And,  after  supper,  he  says  to  hun, 

land  to  the  mother  of  the  damsel,  addressing  himself  to  her, 

[_**  Abruham  is  the  son  of  Terah,  and  a  kinsman  of  yours,  for 

[NAhor,  the  grandfather  of  these  children,  was  the  brother  of 
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Abraham,  by  both  father  and  mother ;  upon  which  aiccouiit 
he  hath  sent  me  to  you,  being  desirous  to  take  this  damad 
for  his  son  to  wife.  He  is  his  legitimate  son,  and  ia  brought 
up  as  his  only  heir,  He  could  ind^d  have  had  the  moat  happy 
of  all  the  women  in  that  country  for  him,  but  he  would  not 
have  his  son  marry  any  of  them ;  but,  out  of  regard  to  his  own 
relations,  he  desired  to  match  him  here,  whose  affection  and 
inclination  I  would  not  have  you  despise ;  for  it  was  by  the 
good  pleasure  of  God,  that  other  accidents  fell  out  in  my 
journey,  and  that  thereby  I  light  upon  your  daughter,  and 
your  house ;  for  when  I  was  near  to  the  city  I  saw  a  great 
many  maidens  coming  to  a  well,  and  I  prayed  that  I  might 
meet  with  this  damsel,  which  has  come  to  pass  accordingiY* 
Do  you,  therefore,  confirm  that  marriage,  whose  espousals 
have  been  already  made  by  a  divine  appearance ;  and  show 
the  respect  you  have  for  Abraham,  who  has  sent  me  with  so 
much  solicitude,  in  giving  your  consent  to  the  marriage  of  this 
damsel.**  Upon  this  thev  understood  it  to  be  the  wilt  of  God, 
and  greatly  approved  of  the  offer,  and  sent  their  dauffhter, 
as  was  desired.  Accordingly  Isaac  married  her,  the  inherit^' 
ance  being  now  come  to  him ;  for  the  children  of  Keturah 
were  gone  to  their  own  remote  habitations. 


CHAPTER  XVII. 

Concerning  the  Death  of  Abraham.    . 

{  1 .  A  LITTLE  while  after  this,  Abraham  died.  He  was  a  man 
of  incomparable  virtue,  and  honoured  by  God  in  a  manner 
agreeable  to  his  piety  towards  him.  The  whole  time  of  his 
hfe  was  one  hundred  seventy  and  five  years ;  and  he  was 
buried  in  Hebron,  with  his  wife  Sarah,  by  their  sons  Isaac 
and  Ismael. 


CHAPTER  XVIII. 

Concerning  the  Sons  of  Isaac,  Esau  and  Jacob,     Of  their 
Nativity  and  Education. 

{  1.  Now  Isaac's  wife  proved  with  child,  after  the  death  of 
Abraham';  and  when  her  belly  was  greatly  burdened,  Isaac 
was  very  anxious,  and  inquired  of  God ;  who  answered,  that 

t  The  birth  of  Jacob  and  Esau  is  here  said  to  be  after  Abraham's  death :  it  shoold 
have  been,  after  Sarah's  death.  The  order  of  the  narration  in  Genesis,  not  aiways 
exactly  according  to  the  order  of  time,  seems  to  have  led  Josephus  into  this  error,  as 
Dr.  Bernard  observes  here. 
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lebeka  shoulil  bear  twins ;  and  that  two  nations  should  take 
tie  names  of  those  sons;  and  that  he  who  appeared  the  second 
lould  excel  the  elder.     Accordingly  she,  in  a  Httle  time,  aa 
lod  had  foretold,  bare  twins;  the  elder  of  whom,  from  his 
bead  to  his  feet,  was  very  rough  and  hairy :  but  the  younger 
5ok  hold  of  his  heel  as  they  were  in  the  birth.     Now  the 
ither  loved  the  elder,  who  was  called  Esau,  a  name  agreeable 
I  his  roughness,  for  the  Hebrews  called  such  an  hairy  rough- 
rnefis  [Esau^*,  or]  8eir;  but  Jacob  the  younger  was  best  be- 
loved by  his  mother. 

2,  When  there  was  a  famine  in  the  land,  Isaac  resolved  to 
into  Egypt,  the  land  there  being  good;  but  he  went  to 

■m  God  commanded  him.     Here  Ahimelech  the  king 

I  him,  because  Abraham  had  formerly  lived  with  him, 

id  had  been  his  friend.     And  as  in  the  beginning  he  treated 

bim  exceeding  kindly,  so  he  was  liindered  from  continuing  in 

the  same  disposition  to  the  end,  by  his  envy  at  him ;  for  when 

he  saw  that  God  was  with  Isaac,  and  took  such  great  care  of  him, 

be  drove  him  away  from  him.     But  Isaac,  wlien  he  saw  how 

^^ivy  had  changed  the  temper  of  Ahimelech,  retired  to  a  place 

^■Balled  the  Valley,  not  far  from  Gerar ;  and  as  he  was  digging 

^b  well,  the  shepherds  lell  upon  him,  and  began  to  fight,  in 

Weirder  to  hinder  the  work;  and  because  he  did  not  desire  to 

contend,  the  shepherds  seemed  to  get  tlie  better  of  him ;  so 

"be  still  retired,  and  dug  another  well;  and  when  certain  other 

ihepherds  of  Abimeleeh's  began  to  offer  him  violence,  he  left 

"lat  also,  and  still  retired ;  thus  purchasing  security  to  lum- 

^elf  by  a  rational  and  prudent  conduct.     At  length  the  king 

gave  him  leave  to  dig  a  well  without  disturbance.     He  named 

liis  well  Ilehoboth,  which  denotes  a  large  space;  but  of  the 

>rmer  wells,  one  was  called  Escon,  which  denotes  strife,  the 

ther  Sitenna,  which  name  signifies  enmity. 

3,  It  was  now  that  Isaac's  affairs  increased,  and  his  power 
ras  in  a  flourishing  condition  ;  and  this  from  his  great  riches. 
lut  Ahimelech,  thinking  Isaac  throve  hi  opposition  to  him, 
rhile  their  living  together  made  them  suspicious  of  each 
Hher,  and  Isaac's  retiring,  showing  a  secret  enmity  also,  he 
ras  afraid  that  his  former  friendship  with  Isaac  did  not 
ecure  him,  if  Isaac  should  endeavour  to  revenge  the  injuries 

Jie    had   formerly  offered   him;   he   therefore   renewed   his 

^i  ip  with  him,  and  brought  with  him  Pliiloc,  one  of 

[)^  «rals.     And  when  he  had  obtained  every  thing  he 

le^tired,  by  reason  of  Isaac's  good  nature,  who  preferred 

ie   earlier   friendship  Abimelech   had  showed  to  himself 

ad  his  father,  to  his  later  wrath  against  him,  he  returned 

''liotoe. 

''  For  Sfiir  in  JoMpbut,  the  coherence  requires  that  we  read  Esau  or  Seir,  which 
cigiufy  the  same  thing. 
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4.  Now  when  Esau,  one  of  the  sons  of  Isaac,  whom  the 
father  principally  loved,  was  now  come  to  the  age  of  forty 
years,  he  married  Adah,  the  daughter  of  Helon,  and  Aholi- 
bamah,  the  daughter  of  Esebeon ;  which  Helon  and  Esebeon 
were  sreat  lords  among  the  Canaanites,  thereby  taking  upon 
himself  the  authority,  and  pretending  to  have  dominion  over 
his  own  marriages,  without  so  much  as  asking  the  advice  of 
his  father;  for  had  Isaac  been  the  arbitrator,  he  had  not 
given  him  leave  to  marry  thus,  for  he  was  not  pleased  with 
contracting  any  alliance  with  the  people  of  that  country; 
but  not  caring  to  be  uneasy  to  his  son,  by  commanding  him 
to  put  away  these  wives,  he  resolved  to  be  silent. 

5.  But  when  he  was  old,  and  could  not  see  at  all»  he 
called  Esau  to  him,  and  told  him,  that  besides  his  blindness, 
and  the  disorder  of  his  eyes,  his  very  old  age  hindered  him 
from  his  worship  of  God  [by  sacrifice  J ;  he  bid  him  therefore 
to  so  out  a  hunting,  and  when  he  had  caught  as  much  venison 
as  he  could,  to  prepare  him  *  a  supper,  that  after  this  he 
might  make  supplication  to  God,  to  be  to  him  a  supporter 
and  an  assister,  during  the  whole  time  of  his  life ;  saying, 
that  it  was  uncertain  when  he  should  die,  and  that  he  was 
desirous,  by  his  prayers  for  him,  to  procure,  beforehand, 
God  to  be  merciful  to  him. 

6.  Accordingly  Esau  went  out  a  hunting.  But  Rebeka^ 
thinking  it  proper  to  have  the  supplication  made  for  obtaining 

'  The  supper  of  savoury  meat,  as  we  call  it.  Gen.  xxvii.  4.  to  be  caught  by  huBtiii|ri 
was  intended  plainly  for  a  festival  or  a  sacrifice ;  and  upon  the  prayers  that  wen 
frequent  at  sacrifices,  Isaac  expected,  as  was  then  usual  in  such  eminent  cases,  that 
a  divine  impulse  would  come  upon  him,  in  order  to  the  solemn  blessing  of  his  son 
there  present,  and  his  foretelling  his  future  behaviour  and  fortune.  Whence  it  iniat 
be,  that  when  Isaac  had  unwittingly  blessed  Jacob,  and  was  afterwards  made  sensible 
of  his  mistake,  yet  he  did  not  attempt  to  alter  it,  how  earnestly  soever  hit  affection 
for  Ksau  might  incline  him  to  wish  it  might  be  altered,  because  he  knew  that  this 
blessing  came  not  from  himself,  but  from  God,  and  that  an  alteration  was  out  of  hii 
power.  A  second  afilatus  then  came  upon  him,  and  enabled  him  to  foreteU  Esaa'a 
future  behaviour  and  fortune  also. 

^  Whether  Jacob  or  his  mother  Rebeka  were  most  blameable  in  this  impomtioii 
upon  Isaac  in  his  old  age,  I  cannot  determine.  However,  the  blessing  being  delivered 
as  a  prediction  of  futuie  events,  by  a  divine  impulse,  and  foretelling  things  to  befall 
to  the  posterity  of  Jacob  and  Ksau,  in  future  ages,  was  for  certain  providential; 
and  according  to  what  Rebeka  knew  to  be  the  purpose  of  God.  when  he  answered 
her  inquiry.  **  before  the  children  were  born,"  Gen.  xxv.  23.  "that  one  people  should 
be  stronger  than  the  other  people ;  and  the  elder,  Esau,  should  serve  the  vounger, 
Jacob."  Whether  Isaac  knew  or  remembered  this  old  oracle,  delivered  in  our 
copies  only  to  Rebeka ;  or  whether,  if  he  knew  or  remembered  it,  he  did  not  endea- 
vour to  alter  the  divine  determination,  out  of  his  fondness  for  his  elder  and  worscr 
son  Ksau.  to  the  damage  of  his  younger  and  better  son  Jacob ;  as  Josephus  else- 
where supposes,  Anti(^.  B.  II.  Cli.  vii.  $3.1  cannot  certainly  say.  If  so,  this  might 
tempt  Rebeka  to  contnve.  and  Jacob  to  put  this  imposition  upon  him.  However, 
Josephus  says  here,  that  it  was  Isaac,  and  not  Rebeka,  who  inquired  of  God  at  first, 
and  receivcQ  the  forementioned  oracle,  i  1  ;  which,  if  it  be  the  true  reading,  rendeis 
Isaac's  procedure  more  inexcusable.  Kor  was  it  probably  any  thing  else  tliat  so 
much  encouraged  Esau  formerly  to  marry  two  Canaanitish  wives,  without  his  parents' 
consent,  as  Isaac's  unhappy  fondness  for  him. 
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the  favour  of  God  to  Jacob,  and  that  without  the  consent  of 
Isaac,  bid  him  kill  kids  of  the  goats,  and  prepare  a  supper. 
So  Jacob  obeyed  his  mother,  according  to  all  her  instructions* 
Now  when  the  supper  was  got  ready,  he  took  a  goat's  skin, 
and  put  it  about  his  arm,  that,  by  reason  of  its  hairy  rough- 
ness, he  might  by  his  father  be  believed  to  be  Ksau;  for 
they  being  twins,  and  in  all  things  else  alike,  differed  only  in 
this  thing.  This  was  done  out  of  his  ft;ar>  that  before  his 
father  had  made  his  supplications,  he  should  be  caught  in 
his  evil  practice;  and  lest  he  should,  on  the  contrary*  provoke 
his  father  to  curse  him*  So  lie  brought  in  the  supper  to  his 
father.  Isaac  perceiving  by  the  peculiarity  of  his  voice  who 
he  was,  called  his  son  to  him,  who  gave  him  his  hand«  which 
was  covered  with  the  goat's  skin.  When  Isaac  felt  that,  he 
said,  **  Thy  voice  is  like  the  voice  of  Jacob,  yet,  because  of 
the  thickness  of  thy  hair,  thou  seemest  to  be  Esau/'  So 
suspecting  no  deceit,  he  ate  the  supper,  and  betook  himself 
to  his  prayers  and  intercessions  with  God;  and  said,  **0 
Lord  of  all  ages,  and  Creator  of  all  substance ;  for  it  was 
thou  that  didst  propose  to  my  father  great  plenty  of  good 
things,  and  hast  vouchsafed  to  bestow  on  me  what  1  have ; 
and  hast  promised  to  my  posterity  to  be  their  kind  supporter, 
and  to  bestow  on  them  still  greater  blessings ;  do  thou  there-» 
fore  confirm  these  thy  promises,  and  do  not  overlook  me, 
because  of  my  present  weak  condition,  on  account  of  which 
I  more  earnestly  pray  to  thee.  Be  gracious  to  this  my  son ; 
and  preserve  him  and  keep  him,  from  every  thing  that  is 
evil.  Give  him  a  happy  life,  and  the  possession  of  as  many 
good  things  as  thy  power  is  able  to  bestow.  Make  him 
terrible  to  his  enemies,  and  honourable  and  beloved  among 
his  friends." 

Thus  did  Isaac  pray  to  God,  thinking  his  prayers  had 
sen  made  for  Esau.  He  had  but  just  finished  them,  when 
came  in  from  hunting*  And  when  Isaac  perceived  his 
e,  he  was  silent:  but  Esau  recpiired  that  he  might  be 
made  partaker  of  the  like  blessing  from  his  father  that  his 
brother  had  partook  of;  but  his  tather  refused  it,  because 
all  his  prayers  had  been  spent  upon  Jacob:  so  Esau  lamented 
tlie  mistake.  However,  his  father,  being  grieved  at  his 
weeping,  said,  that  **he  should  excel  in  hunting,  and  strength 
of  body  ;  in  arms,  and  all  such  sorts  of  work ;  and  should 
ibiain  glory  for  ever  on  those  accounts,  he  and  his  posterity 
r  him;  but  still  should  serve  his  brother," 
Now  the  mother  delivered  Jacob,  when  he  was  afraid 
at  his  brother  would  inflict  some  punishment  upon  him, 
cause  of  the  mistake  about  the  prayers  of  Isaac;  for  she 
rsuaded  her  husband  to  take  a  wife  for  Jacob  out  of 
esopotamta,  of  her  own  kindred,   Esau  having  married 
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already  Basemmath,  the  daughter  of  Isiiiael»  without  bia 
father  s  consent ;  for  Isaac  did  not  like  the  Canaanites,  so 
that  he  disapproved  of  Esau  s  forraer  marriages,  which  made 
him  take  Baseminath  to  wife,  in  order  to  please  him;  and 
indeed  he  had  a  great  aflfection  for  her. 


CHAPTER  XIX. 


I 


Concerning  Jacob* g  flight  into  Mesopotamia,  by  reason  of 
the  fear  he  was  in  of  his  brother. 

f  1.  Now  Jacob  was  sent  by  his  mother  to  Mesopotamitt»  in 
order  to  marry  Laban  her  brother's  daughter  (which  marriage 
was  permitted  by  Isaac  on  account  of  his  obsequiousness  to 
the  desires  of  his  wife),  and  he  accordingly  journeyed  through 
the  land  of  Canaan;  and  because  he  hated  the  people  of 
that  country,  he  would  not  lodge  with  any  of  them,  but  took 
up  bis  lodgmg  in  the  open  air,  and  laid  his  head  on  a  heap 
of  stones  that  be  had  gathered  together.  At  which  time  he 
saw  in  his  sleep  such  a  vision  standing  by  him ;  he  seemed 
to  see  a  ladder,  that  reached  from  the  earth  unto  heaven, 
and  persons  descending  down  the  ladder,  that  seemed  more 
excellent  than  human;  and  at  last  God  himself  stood  above 
it,  and  was  plainly  visible  to  him,  who,  calling  him  by  bis 
name,  spake  to  him  these  words : 

J^.  "  O  Jacob,  it  is  not  fit  for  thee,  who  art  the  son  of  a 
good  father,  and  grandson  of  one  who  had  obtained  a  great 
reputation  for  his  eminent  virtue,  to  be  dejected  at  thy 
present  circumstances,  but  to  hope  for  better  times,  for  thou 
shalt  have  great  abundance  of  all  good  things,  by  my  assist- 
ance; for  I  brought  AbraJiam  hither  out  of  Mesopotamia, 
when  he  was  driven  away  by  his  kinsmen,  and  I  made  thy 
father  a  happy  man,  nor  will  I  bestow  a  lesser  degree  of 
happiness  on  thyself.  Be  of  good  courage,  therefore,  and 
under  my  conduct  proceed  on  in  tins  thy  journey,  for  the 
marriage  thou  goest  so  ssealously  about,  shall  be  consummated*  M 
And  thou  shalt  have  children  of  good  characters,  but  their  V 
multitude  shall  be  innumerable;  and  they  shall  leave  what 
they  have  to  a  still  more  numerous  ]>osterity,  to  whom,  and 
to  whose  posterity,  I  give  the  dominion  of  all  the  land,  and 
their  posterity  shall  fill  the  entire  earth  and  sea,  so  far  as 
the  sun  beholds  them:  but  do  not  thou  fear  any  danger, 
nor  be  afraid  of  the  many  labours  thou  must  undergo,  for 
by  my  providence  I  will  direct  thee  what  thou  art  to  do 
in  the  time  present,  and  still  much  more  in  ihe  tixne  to 
come.'' 

S.  Such  were  the  predictions  which  God  made  to  Jacob: 
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whereupon  he  became  very  joyful  at  what  he  had  seen  and 

(eard ;  and  he  poured  oil  on  the  stones,  because  on  them 
le  prediction  of  such  great  benefits  was  made.  He  also 
tiwed  a  vow,  that  he  would  offer  sacrifice  upon  them,  if  he 
ved  and  returned  safe;  and  if  he  came  again  in  such  a 
^ndition,  he  would  give  the  tithe  of  what  he  had  gotten  to 
lod.  He  also  judged  tiie  place  to  be  honourable,  and  gave 
it  the  name  of  Bethel,  which,  in  the  Greek,  is  interpreted, 
The  house  of  God. 

4,  So  he  proceeded  on  his  journey  to  Mesopotamia,  and 
It  length  came  to  Haran  ;  and  meeting  with  shepherds  in  the 
jbnrbs,  with  boys  grown  up,  and  maidens  sitting  about  a 
Trillin  well,  he  staid  with  them,  as  wanting  water  to  drink ; 
pfidf  beginning  to  discourse  with   them,  he   asked    them, 
rhether  they  knew  such  a  one  as  Laban,   and  whether  he 
ms  still  aUve.     Now  they  all  said  they  knew^  him,  for  he 
raa  not  so  inconsiderable  a  person  as  to  be  unknown  to  any 
[>f  them ;  and   that  his  daughter  fed  her  fatlier's  Hock  to- 
gether with  them  ;   and  that  indeed  tiiey  wondered  that  she 
wa?  not  yet  come,  for  by  her  means  tliou  mightest  learn 
nore  exactly   whatever  thou  desirest  to  know  about  that 
imilj.    While  they  were  saying  tliis,  the  damsel  came,  and 
»ther  shepherds  that  came  dow  u  along  with  her«     Then 
I  showed  her  Jacob,  and  told  her,  that  he  was  a  stranger, 
came  lo  inquire  about  her  father's  aftiiirs.     But  she,  as 
ed,  after  the  custom  of  children,  with  Jacob's  coming, 
Aed  him  who  he  was,  and  whence  he  came  to  them,  and 
rhal  it  was  he  lacked  that  he  came  thither.    She  also  wished 
might  be  in  their  power  to  supply  the  wants  he  came 
"about. 

But  Jacob  was  quite  overcomei  not  so  much  by  their 

tiindred,  nor  by  that  affection  which  might  arise  thence,  as 

by  his  love  to  the  damsel,  and  his  surprise  at  her  beauty, 

rhich  was  so  flourishing,  as  few  of  the  women  of  that  age 

[juld  vie  with.     He  said  then,  **  There  is  a  relation  between 

iiee  and  me,  elder  than  either  thy  or  my  births,  if  thou  be 

daughter  of  Laban;  for  Abraham  was  the  son  of  'I'erah, 

well  as  Haran  and  Nahor,     Of  the  last  of  whom,  Nahor, 

lethnel  thy  grandfather  was  the  son.     Isaac  my  father  was 

ite  son  of  Abraham  and  of  Sarah,  who  was  the  daughter  of 

laran.     But  there  is  a  nearer  and  later  cement  of  mutual 

red  which  we  bear  to  one  another,  ftjr  my  mother  Re- 

1  WAS  sister  to  Laban  thy  father,  botli  by  the  same  father 

lltiother;  I  therefore  and  thou  are  cousin-germans.  And 

now  come  to  salute  you,  and  to  renew  that  affinity  which 

proper  between  us/'     Upon  thi^s  the  damsel,  at  the  men- 

^on  of  Rebcka,  as  usuaffy  happens  to  young  persons,  wept^ 

ind  that  out  of  the  kindness  slie  had  for  her  mther,  and  em- 

n  2 
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braced  Jacob,  she  having  learned  an  account  of  Rebeka  from 
her  father,  and  knew  tnat  her  parents  loved  to  hear  her 
named ;  and  when  she  had  saluted  him,  she  said,  that  **  he 
brought  the  most  desirable  and  greatest  pleasures  to  her  fii- 
ther,  with  all  their  family,  who  was  always  mentioning  his 
mother,  and  always  thinking  of  her,  and  her  alone;  and  that 
this  will  make  thee  equal  in  his  eyes  to  any  advantageous 
circumstances  whatsoever.*'  Then  she  bid  him  go  to  her 
father,  and  follow  her  while  she  conducted  him  to  him ;  and 
not  to  deprive  him  of  such  a  pleasure,  by  staying  any  longer 
away  from  him. 

6.  When  she  had  said  thus,  she  brought  him  to  Liaban; 
and  being  owned  by  his  uncle,  he  was  secure  himself  as  being 
among  his  friends ;  and  he  brought  a  great  deal  of  pleasure 
to  them  by  his  unexpected  coming.  But  a  little  while 
afterward,  Laban  told  him,  that  he  could  not  express  in 
words  the  joy  he  had  at  his  coming ;  but  still  he  inquired 
of  him  the  occasion  of  his  coming,  and  why  he  left  his  aged 
mother  and  father,  when  they  wanted  to  be  taken  care  of  by 
him ;  and  that  he  would  afford  him  all  the  assistance  he 
wanted.  Then  Jacob  gave  him  an  account  of  the  whole  oc- 
casion of  his  journey,  and  told  him,  *'  that  Isaac  had  two 
sons  that  were  twins,  himself  and  Esau :  who,  because  he 
failed  of  his  father's  prayers,  which  by  his  mother's  wisdom 
were  ])ut  up  for  him,  sought  to  kill  him,  as  deprived  of  the 
kingdom  which  was  to  be  given  him  of  God',  and  of  the 
blessings  for  which  their  father  prayed ;  and  that  this  was 
the  occasion  of  his  coming  hither,  as  his  mother  had  com- 
manded him  to  do :  For  we  are  all  (says  he)  brethren  one  to 
another,  but  our  mother  esteems  an  alliance  with  your  &• 
mily  more  than  she  does  one  with  the  families  of  the  country; 
so  1  look  upon  yourself  and  God  to  be  the  supporters  of  my 
travels,  and  think  myself  safe  in  my  present  circumstances.** 

7.  Now  Laban  promised  to  treat  him  with  great  humanity, 
both  on  account  of  his  ancestors,  and  particularly  for  the 
sake  of  his  mother,  towards  whom,  he  said,  he  would  show 
his  kindness,  even  though  she  were  absent,  by  taking  care 
of  him ;  for  he  assured  him  he  would  make  him  the  head 
shepherd  of  his  flock,  and  give  him  authority  sufficient  for 
that  purpose  ;  and  when  he  should  have  a  mind  to  return  to 
his  parents,  he  would  send  him  back  with  presents,  and  this 
in  as  honourable  a  manner  as  the  nearness  of  their  relation 

>  By  this  "  deprivation  of  the  kingdom  that  was  to  be  given  Esau  of  God,"  as 
the  first-born,  it  appears  that  Josephus  thought  that  a  **  kingdom  to  be  derived 
from  God"  was  due  to  him  whom  Isaac  should  bless  as  his  iirst-bom  ;  which  I 
take  to  be  that  kingdom  which  was  expected  under  the  Messiah,  who  therefore 
was  to  be  bom  of  his  posterity  whom  Isaac  should  so  bless.  Jacob,  therefore,  1^ 
obtaininp^  this  blessing  of  the  first-born,  became  the  genuine  heir  of  that  kingdom* 
in  opposition  to  Eaau. 
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lould  require*     This  Jacob  heard  gladly ;   and  said,  he 

rould  willingly,  and  with  pleasure,  undergo  any  sort  of  pains 

while  he  tarried  with  him,  but  desired  Uachel  to  wife,  as  the 

^Urward  of  those  pains,  who  was  not  only  on  otlier  accounts 

^Bsteenicd  by  him,  but  also  because  she  was  the  means  of  his 

^Koming  to  him  ;  for  he  said  he  was  forced  by  the  love  of  the 

^Hamsel  to  make  this  proposal.    Laban  was  well  pleased  with 

^■^lis  agreement,  and  consented  to  give  the  damsel  to  him,  as 

^Tiot  desirous  to  meet  with  any  better  son-in-law ;  and  said 

j      he  would  do  this,  if  he  would  stay  with  him  some  time,  for 

I      he  was  not  willing  to  send  his  daughter  to  be  among  the 

^^Canaanites,  for  he  repented   of  the  alliance  he  hatl  made 

^^Iready  by  marrying  his  sister  there.     And  when  Jacob  had 

P^fiven  his  consent  to  this,  be  agreed  to  stay  seven  years;  for 

so  many  years  he  had  resolved  to  serve  his  father4n-law, 

that,  having   given   a   specimen  of  his  virtue,  it  might  be 

belter  known  what  sort  of  a  man  he  was*     And  Jacob,  ac- 

ig  of  his  terms,  after  the  time  was  over,  he  made  the 

ling-feast;  and  when  it  was  night,  without  Jacob's  per- 

riving  it,  he  put  his  other  daughter  into  bed  to  him,  who 

ras  both  elder  than  Rachel,  and  of  no  comely  countenance: 

pacoh  lay  with  her  that  night,  as  being  both  in  drink,  and  in 

lie  dark.     However,  when  it  was  day,  he  knew^  what  had 

been  done  to  him  ;  and  he  reproached  Laban  for  his  unfair 

proceeding  with  him ;  who  asked  pardon  for  that  necessity 

which  forced  him  to  do  what  he  did;  for  he  did  not  give 

him  Lea  out  of  any  ill  design,  but  as  overcome  by  another 

^^preat  necessity  :  that,  notwithstanding  this,  nothing  should 

^Hiimler  him  from  marrying  Rachel ;  but  that  when  he  had 

^Served  another  seven  years,  he  would  give  Iiim  her  whom 

Hpe  loved.     Jacob  submitted  to  this  condition,  for  his  love  to 

^Ihe  diimsel  did  not  permit  him  to  do  otherwise;  and  when 

another  seven  years  were  gone,  he  took  Rachel  to  wife. 

8*  Now  each  of  these  had  handmaids,  by  their  father*8 
donation.  Zilpha  was  handmaid  to  Lea,  and  Bilha  to 
Rachel^  by  no  means  slaves"*,  but  however  subject  to  their 
inistresses.  Now  Lea  was  sorely  troubled  at  her  husband's 
love  to  her  sister;  and  she  expected  she  should  be  better 
Bteemed  if  she  bare  him  children:  so  she  entreated  God 


Here  we  have  the  difl^ereoce  between  slaves  for  life»  and  servants,  such  as  we 

'  hire  for  a  dmQ  agreed  upon  on  both  sides,  and  dismiss  again  after  the  titne 

tfBCted  for  is  ovori  which  are  no  alaves,  but  free  men.  and  free  women.     Ac* 

^ogJf*  when  the  apostolical  con&titulions  forbid  a  clergyman  to  marry  perpetual 

iBt»  or  slaves,  B.  VI.  ch.  xvit.,  it  \s  meant  only  of  the  fonner  sort ;  as  we  learn 

nhen  horn  the  same  constitutions,  ch.  xlvii..  Can.  LXXXII.     Etui  concerning 

B  twelve  ftOt»  of  Jacob  ;  the  rea&oui  of  their  several  names,  and  the  times  of 

•ir  veveril  births  in  the  interval  here  assigned  ;  their  several  excellent  chamcteraj 

*  r  tcveral  faults  and  re^>entancei  the  seseral  accidents  of  their  lives  ;  witli  their 

rml  pophecies  at  their  death  ;  see  the  Testa  menu  of  these  twelve  pairiarclis^ 

1  pres^rvcd^  at  Urge,  iu  the  Authenl.  lice,  pari  L  pt  294^ — 443t 
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perpetually ;  and  when  she  had  borne  a  son,  and  her  bus- 
band  was  on  that  account  better  reconciled  to  her,  she 
named  her  son  Reubel,  because  God  had  had  mercy  upon 
her,  in  giving  her  a  son  ;  for  that  is  the  signification  of  this 
name.  After  some  time  she  bare  three  more  sons;  Simeoni 
which  name  signifies  that  God  had  hearkened  to  her  prayer. 
Then  she  bare  Levi,  the  confirmer  of  their  friendship.  Alter 
him  was  bom  Judah,  which  denotes  thanksgiving.  But 
Rachel,  fearing  lest  the  fruitfulness  of  her  sister  should 
make  herself  enjoy  a  lesser  share  of  Jacob's  affections,  put 
to  bed  to  him  her  handmaid  Bilha ;  by  whom  Jacob  had 
Dan  :  one  may  interpret  that  name  into  the  Greek  tongue, 
a  divine  judgment.  And  after  him  Nepthalim,  as  it  were 
unconquerable  in  stratagems,  since  Rachel  tried  to  conquer 
the  fruitfulness  of  her  sister  by  this  stratagem.  Accord- 
ingly, Lea  took  the  same  method,  and  used  a  counter- 
stratagem  to  that  of  her  sister's ;  for  she  put  to  bed  to  him 
her  own  handmaid.  Jacob  therefore  had  by  Zilpha  a  son, 
whose  name  was  Gad,  which  may  be  interpreted  fortune  5 
and  after  him  Asher,  which  may  be  called  a  happy  man, 
because  he  added  glory  to  Lea.  'Now  Reubel,  the  eldest  son 
of  Lea,  brou<(ht  apples  of  mandrakes  to  his  mother".  When 
Rachel  saw  them,  she  desired  that  she  would  give  her  the 
apples,  for  she  longed  to  eat  them ;  but  when  she  refused, 
and  bid  her  be  content  that  she  had  deprived  her  of  the 
benevolence  she  ought  to  have  had  from  her  husband, 
Rachel,  in  order  to  mitigate  her  sister's  anger,  said,  she 
would  yield  her  husband  to  her ;  and  he  should  lie  with  her 
that  evening.  She  accepted  of  the  favour,  and  Jacob  slept 
with  Lea,  by  the  favour  of  Rachel.  She  bare  then  these 
sons,  Issachar,  denoting  one  born  by  hire:  and  Zabulon, 
one  born  as  a  pledge  of  benevolence  towards  her ;  and  a 
daughter,  Dina.  Aiter  some  time  Rachel  had  a  son,  named 
Joseph,  which  signified  there  should  be  another  added  to 
him. 

9.  Now  Jacob  fed  the  flocks  of  Laban  his  father-in-law  all 
this  time,  being  twenty  years,  after  which  he  desired  leave 
of  his  father-in-law  to  take  his  wives  and  go  home;  but  when 
his  father-in-law  would  not  give  him  leave,  he  contrived  to 
do  it  secretly.  He  made  trial  therefore  of  the  disposition 
of  his  wives  what  they  thought  of  this  journey.  When  they 
appeared  glad  and  approved  of  it,  Rachel  took  along  with 
her  the  images  of  the  gods,  which,  according  to  their  laws, 

"  1  formerly  explained  these  mandrakes,  as  we,  with  the  Septuagiot,  and  Jo- 
sephus,  render  the  Hebrew  word  Dudairo,  of  the  Syrian  Mauz,  with  Ludolphss, 
Autheut.  Kec.  part  I.  p.  420 ;  but  have  since  seen  such  a  \try  probable  accouot 
in  MS.  of  my  learned  friend  Mr.  Samuel  Darker'^,  of  what  we  still  call  mandrakrtt 
and  their  descriptions  by  the  ancient  naturalists  and  physicians,  as  inclines  me  to 
think  these  here  mentioDed  vtere  really  mandrakes,  and  no  other. 
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Ihey  used  to  worship  in  their  own  country,  and  ran  away  to- 
gether with  her  sister.     The  chikJren  also  of  them  both,  and 
the  handmaids,  and  what  possesisions  they  had,  went  along 
rith  them.     Jacob  also  drove  away  half  the  cattle,  without 
letting  Lahan  know  of  it  l>eforehand.     But  the  reason  why 
Kachel  took  the  images  of  the  gods,  although  Jacob  had 
taught  her  to  despise  such  worship  of  these  gods,  was  this, 
"at  in  case  they  were  pursued,  and  taken  by  her  father,  she 
fght  have  recourse  to  these  images,  in  order  to  obtain  his 
rdon. 

10,  But  Laban,  after  one  day's  time,  being  acquainted 
ith    Jacob's   and    his    daughter's    departure,   was    much 
oubled,  and  pursued  after  them,  leading  a  band  of  men 
ith  him;  and  on  the  seventh  day  overtook  them,  and  found 
em  resting  on  a  certain  hill ;  and  then  indeed  he  did  not 
tneddle  with  them,  for  it  was  even-tide  ;  but  God  stood  by 
him  in  a  dream,  and  warned  him  to  receive  his  son4n-law 
and  his  daughters  in  a  peaceable  manner  ;  and  not  to  venture 
upon  any  tiling  rashly,  or  in  wrath  to  them,  but  to  make  a 
league  with  Jacob,     And  he  told  hini,  that  if  he  despised 
heir  small  number,  and  attacked  them  in  a  hostile  manner, 
would  himself  assist  them.     When  Laban  had  been  thus 
rewarned  by  God,  he  called  Jacob  to  him  the  next  day,  in 
rder  to  treat  with  him,  and  showed  him  what  dream  he  had; 
endence  whereon  he  came  confidently  to  him,  and  began 
use  him,  alleging  that  he  had  entertained  him  when  he 
r,  and  in  want  of  all  things,  and  had  given  him  plenty 
ings  which  he  had  :  "  For,"  said  he,  **  I  have  joined 
\f  daughters  to  thee  in  marriage,  and  supposed  that  thy 
indnesfi  to  me  would  be  greater  than  before ;  but  thou  hast 
no  regard  to  either  thy  own  mother's  relation  to  me,  nor  to 
1^  '«ty  now  newly  contracted  between  us;  nor  to  those 

V  liom  thou  hast  married;  nor  to  those  children,  of 

wham  I  am  the  grand  father »  Thou  hast  treated  me  as  an 
pn.niv  by  driving  aw^iy  my  cattle;  and  by  persuading  my 
ra  to  run  away  from  their  father;  and  by  carrying 
hfnuL-  tiiose  sacred  paternal  images  which  were  worshipped 
by  my  forefathers,  and  have  been  honoured  with  the  like 
worship  which  they  paid  them,  by  myself.  In  short,  thou 
bjyii  done  this  whilst  thou  art  my  kinsman,  and  my  sister's 
•on,  and  the  husband  of  my  daughters,  and  wast  hospitably 
tfeated  by  me,  and  didst  eat  at  my  table."  When  Laban 
bftd  said  this,  Jacob  made  his  defence :  "  that  he  was  not 
ihe  only  person  in  whom  God  had  implanted  the  love  of  his 
tialtTe  country,  but  that  he  had  made  it  natural  to  all  men ; 
and  that  therefore  it  was  but  reasonable  that,  after  so  long 
time,  he  should  go  back  to  it.  But  as  to  the  prey,  of  whose 
dri\'ing  away  thou  accusest  me,  if  any  other  person  were  the 
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arbitrator  thou  wouldst  be  found  in  the  wrong ;  for,  instead 
of  those  thanks  I  ought  to  have  had  from  thee,  for  both 
keeping  thy  cattle,  and  increasing  them,  how  is  it  that  thou 
art  unjustly  angry  at  me  because  I  have  taken,  and  have 
with  me,  a  small  portion  of  them?  But  then,  as  to  thy 
daughters,  take  notice,  that  it  is  not  through  any  evil 
practices  of  mine  that  they  follow  me  in  my  return  home,  but 
from  that  just  affection  which  wives  naturally  have  to  their 
husbands.  They  follow,  therefore,  not  so  properly  myself 
as  their  own  children."  And  thus  far  of  his  apology  was 
made,  in  order  to  clear  himself  of  having  acted  unjustly.  To 
which  he  added  his  own  complaint  and  accusation  of  LiEiban; 
saying,  "  While  I  was  thy  sister's  son,  and  thou  hadst  given 
me  thy  daughters  in  marriage,  thou  hast  worn  me  out  with 
thy  harsh  commands,  and  detained  me  twenty  years  under 
them.  That,  indeed,  which  was  required  in  order  to  my 
marrying  thy  daughters,  hard  as  it  was,  I  own  to  have  been 
tolerable ;  but  as  to  those  that  were  put  upon  me  after  those 
marriages,  they  were  worse,  and  such  indeed  as  an  enemy 
would  have  avoided.**  For  certainly  Laban  had  used  Jacob 
very  ill ;  for  when  he  saw  that  God  was  assisting  to  Jacob 
in  all  that  he  desired,  he  promised  him,  that  of  the  young 
cattle  which  should  be  born,  he  should  have  sometimes  what 
was  of  a  white  colour,  and  sometimes  what  should  be  of  a 
black  colour ;  but  when  those  that  came  to  Jacob's  share 
proved  numerous,  he  did  not  keep  his  faith  with  him,  but 
said  he  would  give  them  to  him  the  next  year,  because  of  his 
envying  him  the  multitude  of  his  possessions.  He  promised 
him  as  before,  because  he  thought  such  an  increase  was  not 
to  be  expected ;  but  when  it  appeared  to  be  fact,  he  de- 
ceived him. 

11.  But  then,  as  to  the  sacred  images,  he  bid  him  search 
for  them;  and  when  Laban  accepted  of  the  offer,  Rachel, 
being  informed  of  it,  put  those  images  into  that  cameVs  sad- 
dle on  which  she  rode,  and  sat  upon  it ;  and  said,  that  her 
natural  purgation  hindered  her  rising  up :  so  Laban  left  off 
searching  any  farther,  not  supposing  that  his  daughter  in 
such  circumstances  would  approach  to  those  images.  So  he 
made  a  league  with  Jacob,  and  bound  it  by  oaths,  that  he 
would  not  bear  him  any  malice  on  account  of  what  had 
happened ;  and  Jacob  made  the  like  league,  and  promised 
to  love  Laban*s  daughters.  And  these  leagues  tney  con- 
firmed with  oaths  also,  which  they  made  upon  certain  moun- 
tains, whereon  they  erected  a  pillar,  in  the  form  of  an 
altar :  whence  that  hill  is  called  Gilead ;  and  from  thence 
they  call  that  land,  the  land  of  Gilead  at  this  day.  Now 
when  they  had  feasted,  after  the  making  of  the  league, 
Laban  returned  home. 
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CHAPTER  XX. 


Concerning  the  meeting  of  Jacob  and  Esau. 

\  I.  Now  as  Jacob  was  proceeding  on  his  journey  to  the 
land  of  Canaan,  angek  appeared  to  him,  and  suggested  to 
him  good  hope  of  his  future  condition ;  and  that  place  he 
RAtned  the  camp  of  God.  And,  being  desirous  of  knowing 
what  his  brother's  intentions  were  to  hiin>  he  sent  messen- 
gers to  give  him  an  exact  account  of  every  thing,  as  being 
afraid^  on  account  of  the  enmities  between  them.  He 
charged  those  that  were  sent  to  say  to  Esau,  that  "  Jacob 
had  tliought  it  wrong  to  Hve  together  with  him,  while  he 
k^as  in  anger  against  him,  and  so  had  gone  out  of  the  coun- 
y ;  and  that  lie  now,  thinking  the  length  of  time  of  his  ab- 
sence must  have  made  up  their  differences,  was  returning; 
that  lie  brought  with  him  his  wives,  and  Iiis  children,  with 
nrhat  possessions  he  had  gotten ;  and  delivered  hiraseU^  with 
hat  was  most  dear  to  him,  into  his  hands ;  and  should 
think  it  his  greatest  happiness  to  partake  together  with  his 
brother  of  what  God  had  bestowed  upon  him.'*  So  these 
ssengers  told  him  this  message.  Upon  which  Esau  was 
irery  glad,  and  met  his  brother  with  four  hundred  men. 
find  Jacob,  when  he  heard  that  he  was  coming  to  meet  him 
i^ith  such  a  number  of  men  ^  was  greatly  afraid  :  however,  he 
committed  his  hope  of  deliverance  to  God  ;  and  considered 
•hoWyin  his  present  circumstances,  he  might  preserve  himself 
"  those  that  were  with  him,  and  overcome  his  enemies  if 
attacked  him  injuriously.  He  therefore  distributed  his 
iironipauy  into  parts  ;  some  he  sent  before  the  rest,  and  the 
olbers  he  ordered  to  come  close  behind,  that  so,  if  the  first 
overpowered  when  his  brother  attacked  them,  they 
ight  have  those  that  followed  as  a  refuge  to  fly  unto. 
And  when  he  had  put  his  company  in  this  order,  he  sent 
Bome  of  them  to  carry  presents  to  iiis  brother.  The  pre- 
sents were  made  up  of  cattle,  and  a  great  number  of  four- 
led  beasts,  of  many  kinds,  such  as  would  be  very  accept- 
Je  to  those  that  received  them,  on  account  of  their  rarity. 
e  who  were  sent  went  at  certain  intervals  of  space 
ider,  that,  by  following  thick  one  after  another,  they 
t  appear  to  be  the  more  numerous,  (hat  Esau  might 
t  of  his  anger  on  account  of  these  presents,  if  he  were 
in  a  passion.  Instructions  were  also  given  to  those 
hat  were  sent,  to  speak  gently  to  him. 
2*  \^'hen  Jacob  had  made  these  appointments  all  the  day, 
And  night  came  on,  he  moved  on  with  his  company;  and,  as 
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they  were  gone  over  a  certain  river  called  Jabboc,  Jacob  was 
left  bcLind  ;  and  meeting  with  an  angel  he  wrestled  with  him, 
the  angel  beginning  the  struggle;  but  he  prevailed  over  the 
angelj  who  used  a  voice,  and  spake  to  him  in  words,  exhorting 
him  to  be  pleased  with  what  had  happened  to  him,  and  not 
to  suppose  that  his  victory  was  a  small  one,  but  that  he  had 
overcome  a  divine  angel,  and  to  esteem  the  victory  as  a  sign 
of  great  blessings  that  should  come  to  him;  and  that  his  off- 
Bpring  should  never  fail ;  and  that  no  man  should  be  too  hard 
for  his  power.  He  also  commanded  him  to  be  called  Israel, 
which,  in  the  Hebrew  tongue,  signifies  one  that  struggled 
with  the  divine  angel'*.  These  promises  were  made  at  the 
prayer  of  Jacob;  for  when  he  perceived  him  to  be  the  angel 
of  God,  he  desired  he  would  signify  to  him  what  should  befall 
him  hereafter*  And  when  the  angel  had  said  what  is  before 
related,  he  disappeared  ;  but  Jacob  was  pleased  with  thei<e 
things,  and  named  the  place  Phanuel,  wliich  signifies,  the 
face  of  God.  Now  when  he  felt  pain,  by  this  struggling,  upon 
his  broad  sinew,  he  abstained  from  eating  that  sinew  himself 
afterward ;  and  for  his  sake  it  h  still  not  eaten  by  us. 

3.  M'hen  Jacob  understood  that  his  brother  was  near,  he 
ordered  his  wives  to  go  before,  each  by  herself,  with  the  hand* 
maids,  that  they  might  see  the  actions  of  the  men,  as  they 
were  fighting,  if  Esau  ivere  so  disposed.  He  then  went  up 
to  his  brother  Esau,  and  bowed  down  to  him,  who  had  no 
evil  design  upon  him,  hut  saluted  him;  and  asked  him  about 
the  company  of  the  children  and  of  the  w^omen;  and  desired, 
wiien  he  had  under.aood  all  he  wanted  to  know  about  them, 
that  he  would  go  along  with  him  to  their  father;  but  Jacob 
pretending  that  the  cattle  were  weary,  Esau  returned  to  Seir, 
for  there  was  his  place  of  habitation;  he  having  named  the 
I  place  roughness,  from  his  own  hairy  roughDeas* 


CHAPTER  XXI. 

Concerning  the  riolation  of  Dinas  chastity. 

§  I.  Hereupon  Jacob  came  to  the  place,  till  this  day  called 
Tents  (Succoth,)  from  whence  he  went  to  Shechem,  which  is 
'  b  city  of  the  Canaanites.  Now  as  the  Shechemite?  were 
keeping  a  festival,  Dina,  who  was  the  only  daughter  of  Jacob, 
went  into  the  city  to  see  the  finery  of  the  women  of  that 
country.     But  when  Shechem,  the  son  of  Hamor  the  king, 

■>  Perhaps  this  may  be  the  proper  meaDing  of  the  word  Itrsel,  hy  the  pfi»«at  And 
1  old  Jerus^W  annlog^  of  the  Hebrew  tongue.     Id  Ihe  meao  time,  it  is  certain  tbat 
the  Hellenist*  of  the  fimt  century,  in  Egypt  and  elsewhere,  iolerpfeted  lawfii  tobei 
m\n  seeiog  Uod,  as  is  evident  from  the  argument  forecited. 
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her,  he  defiled  her  by  violence;  and,  being  greatly  in 

!  with  her,  desired  of  his  father  tliat  he  would  procure  tbe 

damsel  to  him  for  a  wife.     To  which  desire  he  condescended, 

and  came  to  Jacob,  desiring  him  to  give  leave  that  his  son 

Shechem  might,  according  to  law,  marry  Dina*     But  Jacob, 

^■tiot  knowing  how  to  deny  the  desire  of  one  of  such  great 

^Wignity,  and  yet  not  thinking  it  lawiul  to  marry  his  daughter 

^Md  a  stranger,  entreated  Inm  to  give  him  leave  to  have  a  con- 

BiuUation  about  what  he  desired  him  to  do.     So  the  king  went 

Hftway,  in  hopes  that  Jacob  would  grant  him  this  marriage. 

^But  Jacob  informed  liis  sons  of  the  defilement  of  their  sister, 

and  of  the  address  of  Ham  or ;  and  desired  tliem  to  give  their 

I  Advice,  what  they  should  do.     Upon  this,  the  greatest  part 
iatd  nothing,  not  knowing  what  advice  to  give.     But  Simeon 
|ind  Levi,  tlie  brethren  of  the  damsel,  by  the  same  mother, 
agreed  between  themselves  upon  the  action  following:  it  being 
now  the  time  of  a  festival,  when  the  Shechemites  were  em- 
ployed in  ease  and  feasting,  they  fell  upon  the  watch,  when 
Jjey  were  asleep,  and,  coming  into  tjje  city,  slew^'  all  the 
iie«;  as  also  the  king,  and  his  son,  with  them;  but  spared 
women.     And  when  they  had  done  this  without  their 
ither  s  consent,  they  brought  away  their  sister. 
S.  Now  while  Jacob  was  astonished  at  the  greatness  of 
[lis  act,  and  was  severely  blaming  his  sons  for  it,  Goil  stood 
him,  and  bid  him  be  of  good  courage ;  but  to  purify  his 
tntMf  and  to  ofter  those  sacrifices  whicli  he  had  vowed  to 
*  when  he  went  first  into  Mesopotamia,  and  saw  his  vision. 
ie  was  therefore  purifying  his  followers,  he  light  upon  the 
gods  of  Laban  (for  he  did  not  before  know  they  were  stulen 
\V  Rachel,)  and  he  hid  them  in  the  earth,  under  an  oak,  in 
ihechem.     And  departing  thence,  he  ofl^ered   sacrifice  at 
?thel,  the  place  where  he  saw  his  dream,  when  he  went  first 
ito  Mesopotamia. 

And  when  he  was  gone  thence,  and  was  come  over- 

inst  Ephrata,  he  there  buried  Rachel,  who  died  in  child- 

fbed :  she  was  the  only  one  of  Jacob's  kindred  that  had  not 

the  honour  of  burial  at  Hebron.     And  when  he  had  mourned 

for  a  great  while,  he  called  the  son  that  was  born  of  her 

Benjamin  \  because  of  the  sorrow  the  mother  had  with  him. 


i 


P  Of  ibis  slaughter  of  the  Shechemites  by  Simeon  ami  Levi,  see  Auihenl,  Rec. 
?^ft  V  V.  309,  418.  432—439.  Dul  why  Joseph  us  has  omilted  ihe  circumcwioa 
ftechemites,  as  tbe  occasion  of  itieir  death  ^  and  of  Jacob's  great  grief*  ta 
i  I      t^meot  of  Levi,  $  5;  1  cannot  telU 

M  Siaco  IWitoni  signifies  tbe  son  of  mv  sorrow,  and  Benjamin  tbe  boo  of  days,  or 
<Kse  born  in  tbe  father's  old  age,  Gen*  xliv.  20,  1  suspect  Jo&ephu»*a  present  copies 

I  bi  her«  imperficl ;  and  1  suppose,  that,  iti  correspondence  to  olker  copies,  he 

role  thai  Rachel  caUcd  her  aon  &  name  Lknoni,  but  his  fatber  called  him  Ui^'DJaminf 
<«CB.  xaav.  18*  As  for  Beoiamin,  as  commonly  explained  tbe  son  of  the  right 
faaodf  it  makci  do  tense  at  all,  aod  seems  to  be  a  gross  modern  error  ouly*    The 
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These  are  all  the  children  of  Jacob,  twelve  males  and  one 
female.  Of  them  eight  were  le^timate,  vis.  six  of  Lea,  and 
two  of  Rachel ;  and  K)ur  were  of  the  handmaids,  two  of  each; 
all  whose  names  have  been  set  down  already. 


CHAPTER  XXII. 

How  Isaac  died,  and  was  buried  in  Hebron^ 

From  thence  Jacob  came  to  Hebron,  a  city  situate  among 
the  Canaanites ;  and  there  it  was  that  Isaac  lived :  and  so 
they  lived  together  for  a  Httle  while  ;  for  as  to  Rebeka,  Jacob 
did  not  find  her  alive.  Isaac  also  died  not  long  after  the 
coming  of  his  son ;  and  was  buried  by  his  sons,  with  his  wife, 
in  Hebron,  where  they  had  a  monument  belonging  to  them 
from  their  forefathers.  Now  Isaac  was  a  man  who  was  be- 
loved of  God,  and  was  vouchsafed  great  instances  of  provi- 
dence by  God,  after  Abraham  his  father;  and  lived  to  be 
exceeding  old ;  for  when  he  had  lived  virtuously  one  hundred 
and  eighty-five  years,  he  then  died. 

Samaritan  always  writes  this  name  truly  Benjamim,  which  |»obab]y  is  hen  of  the 
same  signiBcation,  only  with  the  Chafdee  termination  in,  instead  of  tm,  in  the 
Hebrew,  as  we  pronounce  Cherubin  or  Cherubim  indifierently.  Accordingly,  hoth 
the  Testament  of  Benjamin,  §  2.  p.  401,  and  Phih  d9  nominvmmutaiimief  p.  1069; 
write  the  name  Benjamin,  but  explain  it  not  the  son  of  his  right  hand,  but  tht  aoi 
of  days. 


BOOK  II. 


CONTAINING  THE  INTERVAL  OF  TWO  HUNDRED  AND  TWENTY 

YEARS. 


FROM  THE  DEATH  OF  ISAAC  TO  THE  EXODUS  OUT  OF  EGYPT. 


CHAPTER  I. 


^^How  Esau  and  Jacob,  the  sofis  of  haac^  dimdtd  their 
I^V  habitations;  and  Esau  possessed  Idumea,  and  Jacob 
^^t    Canaan, 

^f  K  After  the  death  of  Isaac,  his  sons  divided  their  habi* 
iations  respectively.     Nor  did   they  retain  what  they  had 
fore  ;  hut  Esau  departed  from  the  city  of  Hebron,  and 
left  it   to  his  brotlier,  and  dwelt  in  Seir,  and  ruled  over 
dumea.     He  called  the  country  by  that  name  from  himself, 
r  he  was  named  Adorn ;  which  appellation  lie  got  on  the 
flloin-ing  occasion:  One  day  returning  from  the  toil  of  hunt- 
ing very  hungry  (it  was  when  he  was  a  child  in  aee),  he 
lighted  on  his  brother  wdien  he  was  getting  ready  lentile- 
pottage  for  his  dinner,  which  was  of  a  very  red  colour ;  on 
which  account  he  the  more  earnestly  longed  for  it|  and  de* 
^  tired  him  to  give  him  some  of  it  to  eat :  hut  he  made  ad- 
Wntage  of  his  brother's  hunger,  and  forced  him  to  resign  up 
to  him  his  birth-right,  and  he,  being  pinched  with  famine, 
resigned  it  up  to  him,   under  an  oath.     Whence  it  came, 
that,  on  account  of  the  redness  of  this  pottage,  he  was,  in 
may   of  jest,  by   hi:^  contemporaries  called  Adorn,  for  the 
Hebrews  call  what  is  red  Adoni  \  and  this   was  the  name 
given    to   this   country:    but   the   Greeks   gave  it  a  more 
igreeable  pronunciation,  and  named  it  Idumea. 

3.  He  became  the  father  of  five  sons ;  of  whom  Jaus,  and 

alomus^  and  Coreus,  were  by  one  wife,  whose  name  was 

bama  ;  but  of  the  rest,  Aliphaz  was  born  to  him  by  Ada, 

"  ""  agnel  by  Basemniath  ;  and  these  were  the  sons  of  Esau. 

jhaz  had  five  legitimate  sons,  Theman,  Omer,  Saphus, 

othum,  and  Kanaz  ;  for  Amalek  was  not  legitimate,  but 

y  a  concubine,  w^iose  name  was  Thamna.     These  dwelt  in 

hat  part  of  Idumea  which  was  called  Gebalitis,  and  that 

denominated  from  Amalek,  Anmlekitis;   for  Idumea  was  a 
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large  country,  and  did  then  preserve  the  name  of  the  whole, 
while  in  its  several  parts  it  kept  the  names  of  its  peculiar 
inhabitants. 


CHAPTER  II. 

How  Joseph  y  the  youngest  of  JacoVs  sons,  was  envied  by 
his  brethren,  when  certain  dreams  had  foreshowed  his 
future  happiness. 

$  1.  It  happened  that  Jacob  came  to  so  great  happiness  as 
rarely  any  other  person  has  arrived  at.  He  was  richer  than 
the  rest  of  the  inhabitants  of  that  country  ;  and  was  at  once 
envied  and  admired  for  such  virtuous  sons,  for  they  were 
deficient  in  nothing,  but  were  of  great  souls,  both  for  labour- 
ing with  their  hands  and  enduring  of  toil ;  and  shrewd  also 
in  understanding.  And  God  exercised  such  a  providence 
over  him,  and  such  a  care  of  his  happiness,  as  to  bring  him 
the  greatest  blessings,  even  out  of  what  appeared  to  be  the 
most  sorrowful  condition ;  and  to  make  him  the  cause  of  our 
forefathers'  departure  out  of  Egypt,  him  and  his  posterity. 
The  occasion  was  this :  When  Jacob  had  this  son  Joseph 
born  to  him  by  Rachel,  his  father  loved  him  above  the  rest 
of  his  sons,  both  because  of  the  beauty  of  his  body,  and  the 
virtues  of  his  mind,  for  he  excelled  the  rest  in  prudence^ 
This  affection  of  his  fhther  excited  the  envy  and  tne  hatred 
of  his  brethren ;  as  did  also  his  dreams  which  he  saw,  and 
related  to  his  father  and  to  them,  which  foretold  his  future 
happiness,  it  being  usual  with  mankind  to  envy  their  very 
nearest  relations  such  their  prosperity.  Now  the  visitms 
which  Joseph  saw  in  his  sleep  were  these : 

2.  When  they  were  in  the  middle  of  harvest,  and  Joseph 
was  sent  by  his  father,  with  his  brethren,  to  gather  the  fruits 
of  the  earth,  he  saw  a  vision  in  a  dream,  but  greatly  exceed* 
inff  the  accustomary  appearances  that  come  when  we  are 
asleep ;  which,  when  he  was  got  up,  he  told  his  brethren,  that 
they  might  judge  what  it  portended.  He  said,  "  he  saw  the 
last  night,  that  his  wheat-sheaf  stood  still  in  the  place  where 
he  set  it,  but  that  their  sheaves  ran  to  bow  down  to  it,  as 
servants  bow  down  to  their  masters."  But  as  soon  as  they 
perceived  the  vision  foretold  that  he  should  obtain  power 
and  great  wealth,  and  that  his  power  should  be  in  opposi* 
tion  to  them,  they  gave  no  interpretation  of  it  to  Joseph,  as 
if  the  dream  were  not  by  them  understood :  but  they  prayed 
that  no  part  of  what  they  suspected  to  be  its  meaning  might 
come  to  pass ;  and  they  bare  a  still  greater  hatred  to  him 
on  that  account. 
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1^  3.  But  God,  in  opposition  to  their  envy,  sent  a  second 
^sion  to  Joseph,  which  was  much  more  wonderful  than  the 
bnner ;  for  it  seemed  to  hbn  that  the  sim  took  with  him 
he  moon  and  the  rest  of  the  stars,  and  eame  down  to  tlie 
earth,  and  bowed  down  to  him.  lie  told  this  vision  to  his 
father,  and  that,  as  suspecting  nothing  of  ill-will  from  his 
brethren,  when  they  were  there  also,  and  desired  liini  to  inter- 
pret what  it  should  signify.  Now  Jacob  was  pleased  with 
the  dream;  for,  considering  the  prediction  in  his  mind,  and 
shrewdly  and  wisely  guessing  at  its  meaning,  he  rejoiced  at 
the  great  things  thereby  signified,  because  it  declared  the 
fiiture  happiness  of  his  son ;  and  that,  by  the  blessing  of 
"rod,  the  time  should  come  when  he  should  be  honoured, 
ad  thought  worthy  of  worship  by  his  parentis  and  brethren, 
guessing  that  the  moon  and  sun  were  like  his  mother  and 
iher ;  the  former,  as  she  tliat  gave  increase  and  nourish- 
it  to  all  things,  and  the  latter,  he  that  gave  iovm  and 
ther  powers  to  them  ;  and  that  the  stars  were  like  his 
_  rethren,  since  they  were  eleven  in  number,  as  were  the  stars 
that  receive  their  power  f»om  the  sun  and  moon. 

And  thus  did  Jacob  make  a  judgment  of  this  vision* 
that  a   shrewd   one  also*      But  these   interpretaiions 
^- c    ■      '  very  great  grief  to  Joseiih's  brethren;  and  they  were 
^h  to  him  hereupon  as  if  he  were  a  certain  stranger, 

^B^at  uas  to  have  those  good  things  which  were  signified  by 
^V^<^  dreams,  and  not  as  one  tliat  was  a  brother,  with  whom  it 
was  probable  they  should  be  joint  partakers ;  and  as  they 
^^uid  been  partners  in  the  same  p^irentage,  so  should  they  he 
^wf  the  same  happiness.  They  also  resolved  to  kill  the  lad ; 
^^nd  having  fully  ratified  that  inteiition  of  theirs,  as  soon  as 
their  collection  of  the  fruits  was  over,  they  went  to  Shechem* 
rhich  is  a  country  good  for  feeding  of  cattle,  and  for  pas- 
irmge ;  there  they  fed  their  flocks,  without  acquainting 
eir  father  with  their  removal  thither:  whereupon  he  had 
pWncholy  suspicions  about  them,  as  being  ignorant  of  his 
jna'  condition,  and  receiving  no  messenger  from  the  flocks 
bat  could  inform  him  of  the  true  state  they  were  in  ;  so, 
ecause  he  was  in  great  fear  about  them,  he  sent  Joseph  to 
\a,  to  learn  the  circumstances  his  brethren  were  iii| 
bring  liim  word  how  they  did. 


4, 

ami 

■c 


112  ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS,     [bookil 


CHAPTER  III. 

How  Joseph  was  thus  sold  by  his  brethren  imio  Egypt^  by 
reason  of  their  hatred  to  him;  and  how  he  there  grew 
famous  and  illustrious,  and  had  his  brethren  under  Jus 
power. 

§  1.  Now  these  brethren  rejoiced  as  soon  as  they  saw  their 
brother  coming  to  them,  not  indeed  as  at  the  presence  of  a 
near  relation,  or  as  at  the  presence  of  one  sent  by  their 
father,  but  as  at  the  presence  of  an  enemy,  and  one  that  by 
divine  providence  was  delivered  into  their  hands ;  and  they 
already  resolved  to  kill  him,  and  not  let  sUp  the  opportunity 
that  lay  before  them.  But  when  Reubel,  the  eldest  of  them, 
saw  them  thus  disposed,  and  that  they  had  agreed  together 
to  execute  their  purpose,  he  tried  to  restrain  them,  showing 
them  the  heinous  enterprise  they  were  going  about,  and 
the  horrid  nature  of  it ;  that  this  action  would  appear  wicked 
in  the  sight  of  God,  and  impious  before  men,  even  though 
they  should  kill  one  not  related  to  them,  but  much  more 
flagitious  and  detestable  to  appear  to  have  slain  their  own 
brother :  by  which  act  the  father  must  be  treated  uniustly 
in  the  son*s  slaughter,  and  the  mother  also*  be  in  perplexity 
while  she  laments  that  her  son  is  taken  away  from  her,  and 
this  not  in  a  natural  way  neither.  So  he  entreated  them  to 
have  a  regard  to  their  own  consciences,  and  wisely  to  con« 
sider  what  mischief  would  betide  them  upon  the  death  of  so 
good  a  child,  and  their  youngest  brother ;  that  they  would 
also  fear  God,  who  was  already  both  a  spectator  and  a  wit« 
ness  of  the  designs  they  had  against  their  brother ;  that  he 
would  love  them  if  they  abstained  from  this  act,  and  yielded 
to  repentance  and  amendment ;  but  in  case  they  proceeded 
to  do  the  fact,  all  sorts  of  punishments  would  overtake  them 
from  God  for  this  murder  of  their  brother,  since  they  pol* 
Juted  his  providence,  which  was  every  where  present,  and 
which  did  not  overlook  what  was  done,  either  in  deserts  or 
in  cities ;  for  wheresoever  a  man  is,  there  ought  he  to  sup- 
pose that  God  is  also.  He  told  them  farther,  that  their 
consciences  would  be  their  enemies  if  they  attempted  to  go 
through  so  wicked  an  enterprise,  which  they  can  never  avoid, 
whether  it  be  a  good  conscience,  or  whether  it  be  such  a 

*  We  may  here  observe,  that  in  correspoodence  to  Joseph's  second  dream,  which 
implied,  that  his  mother,  who  was  then  alive,  as  well  as  his  father,  should  come 
and  bow  down  to  him,  Josephus  represents  her  here  as  still  alive  after  she  was 
dead,  for  the  decorum  of  the  dream  that  foretold  it ;  as  the  interpretation  of  the 
dream  does  also  in  all  our  copies.  Gen.  xxzvii,  10. 
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one  as  they  will  have  within  them  when  once  they  have 
killeil  their  brother,  lie  also  added  this  besides,  to  what 
he  had  before  said,  that  it  was  not  a  righteous  thing  to  kill 
a  brother,  though  he  had  injured  them;  that  it  is  a  good 
thing  to  forget  the  actions  of  such  near  friends,  even  in 
I  tliia;L's  wherein  they  mi|:ht  seem  to  have  oflended ;  but  that 
^—ihey  were  going  to  kill  Joseph,  who  had  been  guilty  of 
^■lotliing  that  was  ill  towards  theui,  in  whose  case  the  in- 
^^firmity  of  his  small  age  should  rather  procure  him  mercy, 
and  move  them  to  unite  together  in  the  care  of  his  preser- 
I  nation.  That  the  cause  of  killing  him  made  the  act  itself 
^^much  worse,  while  they  deteruiined  to  take  him  off  out  of 
^bnvy  at  his  future  prosperity  ;  an  equal  share  of  which  they 
^^ould  naturally  partake  while  he  enjoyed  it,  since  they  were 
to  him  not  strangers,  but  the  nearest  relations,  for  they 
might  reckon  upon  what  God  bestowed  tip  on  Joseph  as 
their  own  ;  and  that  it  was  fit  for  them  to  believe,  that  the 
anger  of  God  would  fur  tins  cause  be  nK>re  severe  upon 
thern^  if  they  slew  him  who  was  judged  by  God  to  be  worthy 
of  that  prosperity  which  was  to  be  hoped  for  ;  and  while,  by 
murdering  him,  they  made  it  impossible  for  God  to  bestow 
it  upon  him, 

2L   Reubel  said  these,  and  many  other  things,  and  used 

entreatici}  to  them,  and  thereby  endeavoured  to  divert  them 

from  the  murder  of  their  brother.     But  when  he  saw  that 

his  discourse  had  not  mollified  tliem  at  all,  and  that  they 

I  1  J  le  haste  to  do  the  fact,  he  advised  them  to  alleviate  the 

Uii:kedness  they  were  going  about,  in  the  manner  of  taking 

Joeepb  off;  for  as  he  had  exhorted  them  first,  when  they 

going  to  revenge  themselves,  to   be  dissuaded   from 

it,  so,  since  the  sentence  for  killing  their  brother  had 

iled,   he   said   that   they  would    not,   however,  be   so 

y  guilty,  if  they  would  be  persuaded  to  follow  his  pre- 

t  advice,  which  would  include  wimt  they  were  so  eager 

ibout,  but  was  not  so  very  bad,  but,  in  the  distress  they 

were  in,  of  a  lighter  nature*    lie  begged  of  them,  therefore, 

not  to  kill  their  brother  with  their  own  hands,  but  to  cast 

him  into  the  pit  that  was  hard  by,  and  so  to  !et  him  die;  by 

^htcb  they  would  gain  so  much,  that  they  would  not  defile 

their  own  hands  with  his  blood.     To  this  the  young  men 

readily  agreed :  so  Reubel  took  the  lad  and  tied  him  to  a 

rd,  and  let  him  down  gently  into  the  pit,  for  it  had   no 

mleratall  in  it;  who,  when  he  had  done  this,  went  his  way 

seek   for  such   pasturage   as  was   fit  for  feeding   their 

ocka. 

3,  But  Judas,  being  one  of  Jacob's  sons  also,  seeing  some 

rabians,  of  the  posterity  of  Isinael,  carrying  spices  and 

lyTian  wares  out  of  the  land  of  Gilead  to  the  Egyptians, 

I 
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after  Reubel  was  gone^  advised  his  brethren  to  draw  Joseph 
out  of  the  pit^  and  sell  him  to  the  Arabians  ;  for  if  he  should 
die  among  strangers  a  great  way  off,  they  should  be  freed 
from  this  barbarous  action.  This  therefore  was  resolved 
on  ;  so  they  drew  Joseph  up  out  of  the  pit,  and  sold  him  to 
the  merchants  for  twenty  pounds  K  He  was  now  seventeen 
years  old.  But  Reubel^  coming  in  the  night-time  to  the  pit, 
resolved  to  save  Joseph,  without  the  privity  of  his  brethren ; 
and  when,  upon  his  calling  to  him,  he  made  no  answer,  he 
was  afraid  that  they  had  destroyed  him  after  he  was  gone ; 
of  which  he  complained  to  his  brethren,  but,  when  they  had 
told  him  what  they  had  done,  Reubel  left  off  his  mourning. 
4.  When  Joseph*s  brethren  had  done  thus  to  him,  they 
considered  what  they  should  do  to  escape  the  suspicions  of 
their  father.  Now  they  had  taken  away  from  Joseph  the 
coat  which  he  had  on  when  he  came  to  them,  at  the  time 
they  let  him  down  into  the  pit ;  so  they  thought  nroper  to 
tear  that  coat  to  pieces,  and  to  dip  it  into  goat's  blood,  and 
then  to  carry  it  and  show  it  to  their  father,  that  he  might 
believe  he  was  destroyed  by  wild  beasts.  And  when  ther 
had  so  done,  they  came  to  the  old  man,  but  this  not  till 
what  had  happened  to  his  son  had  already  come  to  his 
knowledge :  then  they  said  that  they  had  not  seen  Joseph, 
nor  knew  what  mishap  had  befallen  him,  but  that  they  had 
found  his  coat  bloody  and  torn  to  pieces,  whence  they  had 
a  suspicion  that  he  had  fallen  among  wild  beasts,  and  so 

Eerished,  if  that  was  the  coat  he  had  on  when  he  came  tffsm 
omc.  Now  Jacob  had  before  some  better  hopes  that  his 
son  was  only  made  a  captive ;  but  now  he  laid  aside  that 
notion,  and  supposed  that  this  coat  was  an  evident  argument 
that  he  was  dead,  for  he  well  remembered  that  this  was  the 
coat  he  had  on  when  he  sent  him  to  his  brethren ;  so  he 
hereafter  lamented  the  lad  as  now  dead,  and  as  if  he  had 
been  the  father  of  no  more  than  one,  without  taking  any 
comfort  in  the  rest ;  and  so  he  was  also  affected  with  his 
misfortune  before  he  met  with  Joseph's  brethren,  when  be 
also  conjectured  that  Joseph  was  destroyed  by  wild  beasts. 
He  sat  down  also  clothed  in  sackcloth  and  in  heavy  affliction, 
insomuch  that  he  found  no  ease  when  his  sons  comforted 
him,  neither  did  his  pains  remit  by  length  of  time. 

^  The  Septuagint  have  twenty  pieces  of  gold ;  the  Testament  of  Gad  30 ;  the 
Hebrew  and  Samaritan  20  of  silver ;  and  the  vulgar  Latin  30.  What  was  the  tma 
number,  and  true  sum,  cannot  therefore  now  be  known. 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


Concerning  the  signal  chastity  of  Joseph. 

1.  Now  Potiphar  an  Egyptian,  who  was  chief  cook  to  king 
Pharaoh,  bought  Joseph  of  the  merchants,  who  sold  him  to 
him.  He  had  him  In  the  greatest  honour,  and  taught  him  the 
learning  that  hecame  a  free  man,  and  gave  him  leave  to  make 
use  of  a  diet  better  than   was  allotted  to  slaves.     He  in* 

ted  also  the  care  of  his  house  to  him.     So  he  enjoyed 

ege  advantages,  yet  did  not  he  leave  that  virtue  which  he 

d  before,  upon  such  a  change  of  his  condition ;  but  he 

manstrated  that  wisdom  was  able  to  govern  the  uneasy 

passions  of  Ufe,  in  such  as  have  it  in  reality,  and  do  not  only 

^nt  it  on  for  a  show,  under  a  present  state  of  prosperity, 

2,  For  wlien  his  master's  wife  was  fallen  in  love  with  him, 
th  on  account  of  his  beauty  of  body,  and  his  dexterous 
nagenient  of  affairs ;  and  supposed,  that  if  she  should 
^e  it  known  to  him  she  should  easily  persuade  him  to 

and  lie  with  her,  and  that  lie  would  look  on  it  as  a 

pieee  of  happy  fortune  that  his  mistress  should  entreat  him, 

as  regarding  that  state  of  slavery  he  was  in,  and  not  his 

moral  character,  which   continued  after  his  condition  was 

changed  ;  bo  she  made  known  her  naughty  inclinations,  and 

ipake  to  him  about  lying  with  her*     However,  he  rejected 

r  entreaties,  not  thinking  it  agreeable  to  religion  to  yield 

far  to  her,  as  to  do  what  would  tend  to  the  affront  and  in- 

of  him  that  purchased  him,  and  had  vouchsafed  him  so 

eat  honours*    He,  on  the  contrary,  exhorted  her  to  govern 

at  passion ;  and  laid  before  her  the  impossibility  of  her 

ainingher  desires,  which  he  thought  might  be  conquered, 

she  had  no  hope  of  succeeding :  and  he  said,  that  as  to  him- 

'*  be  would  endure  any  thing  whatever  before  lie  would  be 

ded  to  it ;  for  although  it  Mas  fit  for  a  slave,  as  he 

,  to  do  nothing  contrary  to  his  mistress,  he  might  well 

excused  in  a  case  where  the  contradiction  was  to  such 

rt  of  commands  only.     But  this  opposition  of  Joseph's 

hen  she  did  not  expect  it,  made  her  still  more  violent  in 

her  We  to  him;  and  as   she  was  sorely  beset  with   this 

oaugbty  passion,  so  she  resolved  to  compass  her  design  by 

a  second  attempt. 

S,  When,  therefore,  there  was  a  public  festival  coming 
on,  in  which  it  was  the  custom  for  women  to  come  to  the 
public  solemnity,  she  pretended  to  her  husband  that  she  was 
fiick,  as  contriving  an  opportunity  for  solitude  and  leisure, 
that  she  might  entreat  Joseph  again  :  which  opportunity 
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being  obtained,  she  used  more  kind  words  to  bim  than  be- 
fore;  and  said,  that  it  had  been  good  for  him  to  have 
yielded  to  her  first  solicitation*  and  to  have  given  her  no  re- 
pulse, both  because  of  the  reverence  he  ought  to  bear  to  ber 
dignity,  who  solicited  hitn,  and  because  of  the  vehemency  of 
her  passion,  by  which  she  was  forced,  though  she  were  his 
mistress,  to  condescend  beneath  her  dignity;  but  that  lie 
may  now,  by  taking  more  prudent  advice,  wipe  off  the  im- 
putation of  his  former  folly  :  for,  whether  it  were  that  he 
expected  the  repetition  of  her  solicitations,  she  bad  now 
made  it,  and  that  with  greater  earnestness  than  before,  for 
that  she  had  pretended  sickness  on  this  very  account,  and 
had  preferred  his  conversation  before  the  festival  and  it« 
solemnity;  or  whether  he  opposed  her  former  discourses,  as 
not  believing  she  could  be  in  earnest,  she  now  gave  him  suf- 
ficient security,  by  thus  repeating  her  appliciition,  that  she 
meant  not  in  the  least  by  fraud  to  impose  upon  him ;  and 
assured  him,  that  if  he  complied  with  her  affections,  he 
might  expect  the  enjoyment  of  the  advantages  he  already 
had ;  and  if  he  were  submissive  to  her,  he  slinuld  have  still 
greater  advantages;  but  that  he  must  look  for  revenge  and 
hatred  fnnn  her,  in  case  he  rejected  her  desires,  and  pre- 
ferred  the  reputation  of  chastity  before  his  mistress;  for  that 
he  would  gain  nothing  by  such  procedure,  because  she 
would  then  become  his  accuser,  and  would  falsely  pretend 
to  her  husband  that  he  attempted  her  chastity  ;  and  tbit 
Potiphar  would  hearken  to  ber  words  rather  than  to  his,  let 
his  be  ever  so  agreeable  to  the  truth. 

4.  \Vhen  the  woman  had  said  thus,  and  even  with  IcaTfl 
in  her  eyes,  neither  did  pity  dissuade  Joseph  from  his  chastity^ 
nor  did  fear  Cfimpel  him  to  a  compliance  with  her;  but  he 
opposed  her  solicitations,  and  did  nntyield  to  her  threatening*, 
and  was  afraid  to  do  an  ill  thing,  and  chose  to  undergo  llie 
sharpest  punishment,  rather  than  to  enjoy  his  present  ad- 
vantages, by  doing  what  his  own  conscience  knew  would 
justly  deserve  that  he  should  die  for  it.  He  also  put  her  in 
mind  that  slie  was  a  married  woman,  and  that  she  ought  to 
cohabit  with  her  husband  only ;  and  desired  her  to  sufler 
these  considerations  to  have  more  %veight  wnth  her  than  the 
short  pleasure  of  lustful  dalliance,  which  would  bring  her  to 
repentance  afterw^ards,  would  cause  trouble  to  her,  and  yet 
would  not  amend  what  had  been  done  amiss.  He  also 
suggested  to  her  the  fear  she  would  be  in,  lest  they  should 
be  caught ;  and  that  the  advantage  of  concealment  was  un- 
certain, and  that  only  while  the  wickedness  was  not  known 
[would  there  be  any  quiet  for  them]  ;  but  that  she  might 
have  the  enjoyment  of  her  husband's  company  without  any 
danger:  and  he  told  her,  that  in  the  company  of  her  hu&bwd 
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%he  might  have  great  boldness,  from  a  good  conscience,  both 
itefore   God,  and    before   men.     Nay,  that   she   would  act 
better  like  his  mistress,  and  make  use  of  her  authnrity  over 
him  belter,  while  she  per.sisted  in  her  chastity,  than  when 
*5ey  were  both  ashanied  for  wliat  wickedness  they  hatl  bt-en 
iilty  of;  and  that  it  is  mucli  better  to  depend  on  a  good 
well  acted,  and  known  to  have  been  so,  than  upon  the 
Bs  of  the  concealment  of  evil  practices* 
5.  Joseph,  by  saying  this,  and  more,  tried  to  restrain  the 
■Violent  pabsion  of  the  woman,  and  to  reduce  her  affections 
W'ithin  the  rules  of  reason:  but  she  grew  more  ungovernable 
ami  earnest  in  the  matter,  and,  since  she  despaired  of  per- 
suading him,  she  laid  her  hands  upon  him,  and  had  a  mind 
force  him.     But  as  soon  as  Josep!i  had  got  away  from 
ier  anger,  leaving  also  his  garment  with  her,  for  he  left  that 
to  her,  and  leaped  out  of  her  chamber,  she  was  greatly  afraid 
'tsl  he  should  discover  her  lewdness  to  her  Imsband,  and 
reatly  troubled  at  the  aflVont  he  had  oftered  her;  so  she 
ilved  to  be  beforehand  with  him,  and  to  accuse  Joseph 
Bkly  to  Potiphar,  and  by  that  means  to  revenge  herself  on 
for  his  pride  and  contempt  of  her;  and  she  thought  it  a 
nse  thing  in  itself,  and  also  becoming  a  w^oman,  thus  to 
prevent  his  accusation.     Accordingly  she  sat  sorrowful  and 
confusion,  fratning  herself  so  hypocritically  and  angrily, 
bat  the  sorrow,  which  was  really  for  her  being  disappointed 
Br  lust,  might  appear  to  be  for  the  attempt  upon  her 
ity;  so  that  when  her  husband  came  home,  and  was 
at  the  sight  of  her,  and  inquired  what  was  the 
*the  disorder  she  was  in,  she  began  to  accuse  Joseph: 
^[i4y  *'0  husband,"  said  she,  **  mayest  tliou  not  live  a  day 
ooger  if  thou  dost  not  punish  the  wicked  slave,  who  has 
lestred  to  defile  thy  bed;  who  has  neither  minded  who  he 
was,  when  he  came  to  our  house,  so  as  to  behave  himself 
with  modesty ;  nor  has  he  been  mindful  of  what  favours  lie 
had  received  from  thy  bounty,  (as  he  nnist  be  an  uiigrateful 
indeed,  unless  he,  in  every  respect,  carry  himself  in  a 
anner  agreeable  to  us):   this  man,  I  say,  laid  a  private 
"  jn  to  abuse  thy  wife,  and  this  at  the  time  of  a  festival, 
rving  when  thou  wouldest  be  absent*     So  that  it  now  is 
ir^  that  his  modesty,  as  it  appeared  to  be  formerly,  was 
wily  because  of  the  restraint  he  was  in  out  of  fear  ot  thee, 
but  liiat  he  was  not  really  of  a  good  disposition.     This  has 
been  occasioned  by  his  being  advanced  to  honour  beyond 
what  he  deserved,  and  what  he  hoped  for;  insomuch  that 
Jie  concluded,  that  he  who  was  deemed  fit  to  be  trusted  with 
by  estate,  and  the  government  of  thy  family,  and  was  pre- 
If  hove  thy  eldest  servants,  might  be  allowed  to  touch 

Uir       M-  also,"    Thus  when  she  had  ended  her  discourse. 
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she  showed  ^him  his  garment,  as  if  he  then  left  it  with  her 
when  he  attempted  to  force  her.  But  Potiphar  not  being 
able  to  disbelieve  what  his  wife's  tears  showed,  and  what  his 
wife  said,  and  what  he  saw  himself,  and  being  seduced  by 
his  love  to  his  wife,  did  not  set  himself  about  the  examination 
of  the  truth,  but  taking  it  for  granted  that  his  wife  was  a 
modest  woman,  and  condemning  Joseph  as  a  wicked  man, 
he  threw  him  into  the  malefactors*  prison;  and  had  a  still 
higher  opinion  of  his  wife,  and  bare  her  witness  that  she  was 
a  woman  of  a  becoming  modesty  and  chastity. 


CHAPTER  V. 

What  things  befell  Joseph  in  prison. 

$  1.  Now  Joseph,  commending  all  his  affairs  to  God,  did 
not  betake  himself  to  make  bis  defence,  nor  to  give  an  account 
of  the  exact  circumstances  of  the  fact,  but  silently  underwent 
the  bonds  and  the  distresses  he  was  in,  firmly  believing,  that 
God,  who  knew  the  cause  of  his  affliction,  and  the  truth  of 
the  fact,  would  be  more  powerful  than  those  that  inflicted 
the  punishments  upon  him ;  a  proof  of  whose  providence  he 
quickly  received  :  for  the  keeper  of  the  prison  taking  notice 
of  his  care  and  fidelity  in  the  affairs  he  had  set  him  about, 
and  the  dignity  of  his  countenance,  relaxed  bis  bonds,  and 
thereby  made  his  heavy  calamity  lighter,  and  more  support- 
able to  him :  he  also  permitted  him  to  make  use  of  a  diet 
better  than  that  of  the  rest  of  the  prisoners.  Now  as  his 
fellow-prisoners,  when  their  hard  labours  were  over,  fell  to 
discoursing  one  among  another,  as  is  usual  in  such  as  are 
equal  suff*erers,  and  to  inquire  one  of  another  what  were  the 
occasions  of  their  being  condemned  to  a  prison:  among  them 
the  king's  cup-bearer,  and  one  that  had  been  respected  by 
him,  was  put  in  bonds  upon  the  king's  anger  at  him.  Thu 
man  was  under  the  same  bonds  with  Joseph,  and  grew  more 
familiar  with  him;  and  upon  his  observing  that  Joseph 
had  a  better  understanding  than  the  rest  had,  he  told  him 
of  a  dream  he  had,  and  desired  he  would  interpret  its 
meaning,  complaining  that  besides  the  afflictions  he  underwent 
from  the  king,  God  did  also  add  to  him  trouble  from  his 
dreams. 

2,  He  therefore  said,  that  in  his  sleep  he  saw  three  clusters 
of  grapes  hanging  upon  three  brunches  of  a  vine,  large  already, 
and  ripe  for  gathering ;  and  that  he  squeezed  them  into  a 
cup,  which  the  king  held  in  his  hand;  and  when  he  had 
strained  the  wine,  he  gave  it  to  the  king  to  drink,  and  that 
he  received  it  from  him  with  a  pleasant  coimtenance.     This, 
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said,  was  what  he  saw;  and  fie  desired  Joseph,  that  if  he 

ad  any  portion  of  understanding  in  such  matters,  he  would 

ell  him  what  this  vision  foretold*     Who  hid  him  he  of  good 

^eer,  and  expect  to  he  loosed  from  his  bonds  in  three  days* 

me,  because  the  king  desired  his  service,  and  was  about  to 

E^store  him  to  it  again;  for  he  let  him  know  that  God  bestows 

lie  fruit  of  the  vine  upon  men  for  good ;  which  wine  is 

>ured  out  to  him,  and  is  the  pledge  of  fidelity  and  mutual 

Pconfidence  among  men  ;  and  puts  an  end  to  their  quarrels, 

takes  away  passion  and  grief  out  of  the  minds  of  them  that 

it,  and  makes  them  cheerful*     **Tliou  sayest  that  thou 

lidst  squeeze  this  wine  from  three  clusters  of  grapes  with 

thine  hands,  and  that  the  king  received  it ;  know,  therefore 

that  this  vision  is  for  thy  good,  and  foretells  a  release  from 

Ltl  t^nt  distress,  within  the  same  number  of  days  as  the 

|1)  s   had  whence  thou  gatheredst  thy  grapes   in  thy 

Bp.     However,  remember  what  prosperity  1  have  foretold 

bee,  when  thou  hast  found  it  true  by  experience:  and  when 

boa  art  in  authority,  do  not  overlook  us  in  this  prison^ 

ein  thou  wilt  leave  us,  when  thou  art  gone  to  the  place 

ave  foretold ;  for  we  are  not  in  prison  for  any  crime,  but 

the  sake  of  our  virtue  and  sobriety  are  we  condemned  to 

ifFer  the  penalty  of  malefactors,  and  because  we  are  not 

lltng  to  injure  him  that  has  thus  distressed  us,  though  it 

?re  for  our  own  pleasure/'     The  cup-bearer,  therefore,  as 

las  natural  to  do,  rejoiced  to  hear  such  an  interpretation  of 

Iream,  and  waited  the  completion  of  what  had  been  thus 

red  him  beforehand. 

3.  But  another  servant  there  was  of  the  king's,  who  had 

en  chief  baker,  and  w^as  now  bound  in  prison  with  the 

-bearer:  he  also  w^as  in  good  hope,  upon  Joseph's  inter- 

Hation  of  the  other's  vision,  for  he  had  seen  a  dream  alsoj 

he  desired  that  Joseph  would  tell  him  what  the  visions  he 

'L*een  the  night  before  might  mean*     They  were  these 

Hollow;  **  Methought,  says  he,  1  carried  three  baskets 

my  head ;  two  were  full  of  loaves,  and  the  third  lull  of 

reetmeats,  and  other  eatables,  such  as  are  prepared  for 

dgs;  but  that  the  fowls  came  flying,  and  eat  them  all  up, 

had  no  regard  to  my  attempt  to  drive  them  away/* 

he  expected  a  prediction  like  to  that  of  the  cup-bearer*8. 

J  Joseph,  considering  and  reasoning  about  the  dream, 

flo  him,  that  he  would  willingly  be  an  interpreter  of  good 

(rents  to  him,  and  not  of  such  as  his  dream  denounced  to 

;  but  he  told  him,  that  he  haJ  only  three  days  in  all  to 

for  that  the  [three]  baskets  signify,  that  on  the  third 

^Jie  should  be  crucified,  and  de%oured  by  fowls,  while  he 

not  able  to  help  himself.     Now  both  these  dreams  had 

1K^  tame  several  events  that  Joseph  foretold  they  should 
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have,  and  this  to  both  the  parties;  for  on  die  third  day 
before  mentioned,  when  the  king  solemnized  his  birth*day, 
he  crucified  the  chief  baker,  but  set  the  butler  free  from  his 
bonds,  and  restored  him  to  his  former  ministration. 

4.  But  God  freed  Joseph  from  his  confinement,  after  he 
had  endured  his  bonds  two  years,  and  had  received  no 
assistance  from  the  cup-bearer,  who  did  not  remember  what 
he  had  said  to  him  formerly;  and  God  contrived  this  method 
of  deliverance  for  him.  Pharaoh  the  kinff  had  seen  in  his 
sleep  the  same  evening  two  visions ;  and  after  them  had  the 
interpretations  of  them  both  given  him.  He  had  forgotten 
the  latter,  but  retained  the  dreams  themselves.  Being  there- 
fore troubled  at  what  he  had  seen,  for  it  seemed  to  him  to 
be  all  of  a  melancholy  nature,  the  next  day  he  called  to- 
gether the  wisest  men  among  the  Egyptians,  desiring  to  learn 
from  them  the  interpretation  of  his  dreams.  But  when  they 
hesitated  about  them,  the  king  was  so  much  the  more 
disturbed.  And  now  it  was  that  the  memory  of  Joseph,  and 
his  skill  in  dreams,  came  into  the  mind  of  the  king's  cup- 
bearer, when  he  saw  the  confusion  that  Pharaoh  was  in ;  so 
he  came  and  mentioned  Joseph  to  him,  as  also  the  vision  he 
had  seen  in  prison,  and  how  the  event  proved  as  he  had 
said :  as  also  that  the  chief  baker  was  crucified  on  the  very 
same  day ;  and  that  this  also  happened  to  him  according  to 
the  interpretation  of  Joseph.  That  Joseph  himself  was  laid 
in  bonds  by  Potiphar,  who  was  his  head  cook,  as  a  slave ; 
but,  he  said,  he  was  one  of  the  noblest  of  the  stock  of  the 
Hebrews :  and  said  farther,  his  father  lived  in  great  splendour. 
^'  If  therefore  thou  wilt  send  for  him,  and  not  despise  him  on 
the  score  of  his  misfortunes,  thou  wilt  learn  what  thy  dreams 
signify.**  So  the  king  commanded  that  they  should  bring 
Joseph  into  his  presence ;  and  those  who  received  the  com- 
mand came  and  brought  him  with  them,  having  taken  care 
of  his  habit,  that  it  might  be  decent,  as  the  king  had  enjoined 
them  to  do. 

5.  But  the  king  took  him  by  the  hand;  and,  "O  young 
man,"  says  he,  **  for  my  servant  bears  witness  that  thou  art 
at  present  the  best  and  most  skilful  person  I  can  consult 
with,  vouchsafe  me  the  same  favours  which  thou  bestowedst 
on  this  servant  of  mine,  and  tell  me  what  events  they  are 
which  the  visions  of  my  dreams  foreshow ;  and  I  desire  thee 
to  suppress  nothing  out  of  fear ;  nor  to  flatter  me  with  lyinir 
words,  or  with  what  may  please  me,  although  the  truth  should 
be  of  a  melancholy  nature.  For  it  seemed  to  me,  that  as  I 
walked  by  the  river,  I  saw  kine  fat  and  very  large,  seven  In 
number,  going  from  the  river  to  the  marshes ;  and  other  kine 
of  the  same  number  like  them  met  them  out  of  the  marshes, 
exceeding  lean  and  ill-favoured,  which  eat  up  the  fat  and  Ae 
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large  kise^  and  yet  were  no  better  than  before,  and  not  less 
miserably  pinched  with  famine*  After  I  had  seen  this  vision, 
I  awaked  out  of  tny  sleep ;  and  being  in  disorder^  and  con- 
gidering  with  myself  what  this  appearance  should  be,  I  fell 
asleep  again»  and  saw  another  dream  much  more  wonderful 
than  the  foregoing,  which  still  did  more  atfright  and  disturb 
me;  I  saw  seien  ears  of  corn  growing  out  of  one  root,  having 
their  heads  borne  down  by  the  weight  of  the  grains,  and 
bending  down  with  the  fruit,  which  was  now  ripe  and  fit  for 
reaping;  and  near  these  I  saw  seven  other  ears  of  corn, 
meagre  and  weak,  for  want  of  rain,  which  fell  to  eating  and 
cansuming  those  that  were  fit  for  reaping,  and  put  nie  into 
great  astonishment/* 

6w  To  which  Joseph  replied:  "This  dream,"  said  he>  *'0 

king,  although  seen  under  two  forms,  signifies  one  and  the 

tame  event  of  things;  for  when  thou  sawest  the  fat  kine, 

hich  is  an  animal  made  for  the  plough  and  for  labourj 

devoured  by  the  worser  kine,  and  the  ears  of  corn  eaten  up 

by  the  smaller  ears,  they  foretell  a  famine,  and  want  of  the 

fruits  of  the  earth,  for  the  same  number  of  years,  and  equal 

ith  those  when  Egypt  was  in  a  happy  state ;  and  this  so 

r,  that  the  plenty  of  these  years  will  be  spent  in  the  same 

ber  of  years  of  scarcity,  and  that  scarcity  of  necessary 

isions  will  be  very  difficult  to  he  corrected  ;  as  a  sign 

eof,  the  ill-favoured  kine,  when  they  had  devoured  the 

better  sort,  could  not  be  satisfied.     But  still  God  foreshows 

what  i»  to  come  upon  men,  not  to  grieve  them,  but  that,  when 

diey  know  it  beforehand,  they  may  by  prudence  make  the 

tual  experience  of  what  is  foretold  the  more  tolerable, 

thou  therefore  carefully  dispose  of  the   plentiful  crops 

which  will  Come  in  the  former  years,  thou  wilt  procure  that 

future  calamity  will  not  he  felt  by  the  Egyptians." 

.  Hereupon  the  king  wondered  at  the  discretion  and 

of  Joseph;  and  asked  him  by  what  means  he  might 

^  '  use  the  foregoing  plentiful  crops,  in  the  happy  years, 

8  to  make  the  miserable  crops  more  tolerable*     Joseph  then 

iddcd   this  his  advice:   to  spare  the  good  crops,  and  not 

rmit  the  Egyptians  to  spend   them  luxuriously ;  but  to 

ve  what  they  would  have  spent  in  luxury  beyond  their 

ssity,  against  the  time  of  want.     He  also  exhorted  him 

take  the  corn  of  the  husbandmen,  and  give  them  only 

much  as  will  be  sufficient  for  their  food.     Accordingly 

baraoh  being  surprised  at  Joseph,  not  only  for  his  interpre- 

tion  of  the  dream,  but  for  the  counsel  he  had  given  him, 

trusted  him  with  dispensing  the  corn ;  with  power  to  do 

t  he  thought  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  people  of 

_  pi,  and  for  the  benefit  of  the  king,  as  believing  that  he 

^  first  discovered  this  method  of  acting,  would  prove  the 
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best  overseer  of  it.  But  Joseph  having  this  power  given 
him  by  the  king,  with  leave  to  make  use  of  his  seal,  and  to 
wear  purple,  drove  in  his  chariot  through  all  the  land  of 
Egypt;  and  took  the  corn  of  the  husbandmen  %  allotting  as 
much  to  every  one  as  would  be  sufficient  for  seed  and  for 
food,  but  without  discovering  to  any  one  the  reason  why  he 
did  so. 

CHAPTER  VI. 

How  Josephy  when  he  was  become  famous  in  Egypt  ^  had  Us 
brethren  in  subjection. 

$  1.  Joseph  was  now  grown  up  to  thirty  years  of  age,  and 
enjoyed  great  honours  from  the  King,  who  called  him  Psothom 
Phanech,  out  of  regard  to  his  prodigious  degree  of  wisdom; 
for  that  name  denotes  the  Revealer  of  Secrets.  He  also 
married  a  wife  of  very  high  quality;  for  he  married  the 
daughter  of  Petephres*^,  one  of  the  priests  of  Heliopolis: 
she  was  a  virgin,  and  her  name  was  Asenath.  By  her  he 
had  children  before  the  scarcity  came  on :  Manasseh,  the 
elder,  which  signifies  Forgetful,  because  his  present  happiness 
made  him  forget  his  former  misfortunes ;  and  Ephraim,  the 
younger,  which  signifies  Restored,  because  he  was  restored 
to  the  freedom  of  his  forefathers.  Now  afler  Egypt  had 
happily  passed  over  seven  years,  according  to  Joseph's  inter- 
pretation of  the  dreams,  the  famine  came  upon  them  in  the 
eighth  year;  and  because  this  misfortune  fell  upon  them 
when  they  had  no  sense  of  it  beforehand*,  they  were  aU 
sorely  afflicted  by  it,  and  came  running  to  the  king*s  gates; 
and  he  called  upon  Joseph,  who  sold  the  corn  to  them,  being 
become  confessedly  a  saviour  to  the  whole  multitude  of  the 
Egyptians.  Nor  did  he  open  this  market  of  com  for  the 
people  of  that  country  only,  but  strangers  had  liberty  to  buy 
also ;  Joseph  being  willing  that  all  men,  who  are  naturally 
akin  to  one  another,  should  have  assistance  from  those  that 
lived  in  happiness. 

^  That  is,  bought  it  for  Pharaoh  at  a  very  low  price. 

^  This  Potiphar,  or,  as  Josephus,  Petephres,  who  was  dow  a  priest  of  On»  or 
Heliopolis,  is  the  same  name  in  Josephus,  and  perhaps  in  Moses  also,  with  him 
who  is  before  called  head  cook  or  captain  of  the  guard,  and  to  whom  Joseph  was 
sold;  see  Gen.  xzxvii.  36.  xxxix.  1.  with  xli.  50.  They  are  also  affirmed  to  bt 
one  and  the  same  person  in  the  Testament  of  Joseph,  §  18.  for  he  is  there  said  to 
have  married  the  daughter  of  his  master  and  mistress.  Nor  is  this  a  notion  peculiar 
to  that  testament :  but,  as  Dr.  Bernard  confesses,  note  on  Antiq.  B.  11.  chap.  it. 
$  1.  common  to  Josephus,  to  the  Septuagint  interpreters,  and  to  other  learned  Jews 
of  old  time. 

'  This  entire  ignorance  of  the  Egyptians  of  these  years  of  famine  before  thej 
came,  told  us  before,  as  well  as  here,  chap.  v.  §  7.  by  Josephus,  seems  to  be  almost 
incredible.    It  is  in  no  other  copy  that  1  know  of. 
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$,  Now  Jacob  also,  when  he  understood  that  foreigners 
irigbl  come,  sent  all  his  sons  into  Kgypt  to  buy  corn ;  for  the 
bind  of  Canaan  was  grievously  affJieted  with  the  famine^  and 
thi«  great  misery  touched  the  whole  continent.     He  only  re- 
tained Benjamin,  who  was  born  to  him  by  Rachel,  and  was 
of  tli€  fame  mother  with  Joseph.     These  sons  of  Jacob  then 
came  into  Egypt,  and  applied  themselves  to  Joseph,  wanting 
to  buy  corn ;  for  nothing  of  this  kind  was  done  without  his 
approbation;  since  even  then  only  was  the  honour  that  was 
paul  the  king  himself^  advantageous  to  the  persons  that  paid 
It,  when  they  took  care  to  honour  Joseph  also.     Now  when 
he  well  knew  his  brethren,  they  thought  nothing  of  him;  for 
he  was  but  a  youth  when  he  left  tlieni,  and  w  as  now  come  to 
an  age  so  much  greater,  that  the  lineaments  of  his  face  were 
ged,  and  he  was  not  known  by  them :  besides  this,  the 
mtness  of  the  dignity  wherein  he  appeared,  suffered  them 
much  as  to  suspect  it  was  he*     He  now  made  trial 
gentimAits  they  had  about  affairs  of  the  greatest  consc- 
ience ;  for  he  refused  to  sell  them  corn,  and  said  they  were 
as  spies  of  the  king  s  aflairs ;  and  that  they  came  from 
1  countries,  and  joined    themselves  together,  and  pre- 
d  that  they  were  of  kin,  it  not  being  possible  that  a 
te  man  should  breed  up  so  many  sons,  and  those  of  so 
at  beauty  of  countenance  as  they  were,  such  an  education 
BO  many  children  being  not  easily  obtained  by  kings  tbem- 
Ives.     Now  this  he  did  in  order  to  discover  what  concerned 
father,  and  what  happened  to  hira  after  his  own  departure 
u  him,  and  as  desiring  to  know  what  was  become  of 
enjanun  his  brother;    for  he  was  afraid  that  they  had  ven- 
on  the  like  wicked  enterprise  against  him  that  they  had 
one  to  himself,  and  had  taken  him  off  also. 
3*  Now  these  brethren  of  his  were  under  distraction  and 
rror,  and  thought  that  very  great  danger  hung  over  them; 
not  at  all  reflecting  upon  their  brother  Joseph,  and  stand- 
''rm  under  the  accusations  laid  against  them,  they  made 
defence  by  Ueubel,  the  eldest  of  them,  who  now  became 
r  spokesman:   "We  come  not  hither,"  said  be,  **with 
unjust  design,  nor  in  order  to  bring  any  harm  to  the  king  s 
"rs;  we  only  want  to  be  preserved,  as  supposing  your 
humanity  might  be  a  refuge  for  us  from  the  miseries  which 
^m  our  country  labours  under,  we  having  heard  that  you  proposed 
^■to  ficil  corn,  not  only  to  your  own  countrymen,  but  to  strangers 
^Kllso,  and  that  you  determined  to  allow  that  corn  in  order  to 
^Ppreserve  all  that  want  itj  but  that  we  are  brethren,  and  of 
tbe  same  common  blood,  the  peculiar  lineaments  of  our  face, 
and  thofie  not  much  different  from  one  another,  plainly  show* 
Our  father's  name  is  Jacob,  an  Hebrew  man,  who  had  twelve 
of  us  for  his  sons  by  four  wives ;  which  twelve  of  us,  while 


lieiri 
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ve  were  all  alive^  were  a  happy  family ;  but  when  one  of  our 
brethren,  whose  name  was  Joseph,  died,  our  affairs  changed 
for  the  worse ;  for  our  father  could  not  forbear  to  make  a 
long  lamentation  for  him,  and  we  are  in  affliction,  both  by 
the  calamity  of  the  death  of  our  brother,  and  the  miserable 
state  of  our  aged  father.  We  are  now  therefore  come  to  bay 
corn,  having  intrusted  the  care  of  our  father,  and  the  provi- 
sion for  our  family,  to  Benjamin,  our  youngest  brother ;  and 
if  thou  sendest  to  our  house,  thou  mayest  learn  whether  we 
are  guilty  of  the  least  falsehood  in  what  we  say.** 

4.  And  thus  did  Keubel  endeavour  to  persuade  Joseph  to 
have  a  better  opinion  of  them.  But  when  he  had  learned 
from  them  that  Jacob  was  alive,  and  that  his  brother  was  not 
destroyed  by  them,  he  for  the  present  put  them  in  prison^  as 
intending  to  examine  more  into  their  affairs  when  he  should 
be  at  leisure.  But  on  the  third  day  he  brought  them  out, 
and  said  to  them :  "  Since  you  constantly  affirn^  that  you  are 
not  come  to  do  any  harm  to  the  king^s  affairs ;  that  you  a^ 
brethren,  and  the  sons  of  the  father  whom  you  named,  you 
will  satisfy  me  of  the  truth  of  what  you  say,  if  you  leave  one 
of  your  company  with  me,  who  shall  suffer  no  injury  here; 
and  if,  when  ye  have  carried  corn  to  your  father,  you  will  come 
to  me  again,  and  bring  your  brother,  whom  you  say  you  left 
there,  along  with  you,  for  this  shall  be  bv  me  esteemed  an 
assurance  of  the  truth  of  what  you  have  told  me."  Hereupon 
they  were  in  greater  grief  than  before;  they  wept,  and  per- 
petually deplored  one  among  another  the  calamity  of  Joseph; 
and  said,  '*  they  were  fallen  into  this  misery  as  a  punishment 
inflicted  by  God  for  what  evil  contrivances  they  had  against 
him."  And  Reubel  was  large  in  his  reproaches  of  them  for 
their  too  late  repentance,  whence  no  profit  arose  to  Joseph; 
and  earnestly  exhorted  them  to  bear  with  patience  whatever 
they  suffered,  since  it  was  done  by  God  in  way  of  punishment 
on  his  account.  Thus  they  spake  to  one  another,  not 
imagining  that  Joseph  understood  their  language.  A  general 
sadness  also  seized  on  them  at  ReubeFs  words,  and  a  repent- 
ance for  what  they  had  done;  and  they  condemned  the 
wickedness  they  had  perpetrated,  for  which  they  judged 
they  were  justly  punished  by  God.  Now  when  Joseph  saw 
that  they  were  in  this  distress,  he  was  so  affected  at  it  that 
he  fell  into  tears,  and,  not  being  willing  that  they  should  take 
notice  of  him,  he  retired ;  and  after  a  while  came  to  them 
again,  and  taking  Symeon  ^  in  order  to  his  being  a  pledge  for 
his  brethren's  return,  he  bid  them  take  the  corn  they  had 

'  The  reiKon  why  Symeon  might  be  selected  out  of  the  rest  for  Joseph's  prisoner, 
is  plain  in  the  I'estament  of  Symeon,  viz.  that  he  was  one  of  the  bitterest  of  all 
Joseph's  brethren  against  him,  i  2.  which  appears  also  in  part  by  theTeatameot  of 
Zabulon,  $  3. 
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jught,  and  go  their  way.     He  also  commaotled  liis  steward 
privily  to  put  the  money  which  they  had  brought  with  them 
>r  the  purchase  of  corn  into  their  sacks,  and  to  dismiss  theni 
lerewith ;  who  did  what  he  was  comniLmded  to  do. 

Now  when  Jacob*s  isans  w^re  come  into  the  land  of 
!!anaan,  they  told  their  father  what  had  happened  to  them  in 
Igypt,  and  that  they  %vere  taken  to  have  come  thither  as 
^pies  upon  the  kin^ ;  and  how  they  said  they  were  brethren, 
[id  bad  left  their  eleventh  hrotlier  with  their  father,  but  were 
lot  beheved;  and  how  they  hatl  left  Symeon  with  the 
>vernor,  until  Benjamin  should  go  thither,  and  be  a  testi- 
monial of  the  truth  of  what  tliey  had  said;  and  they  begged 
of  their  father  to  fear  nothhig,  but  to  send  the  lad  along  with 
them.  But  Jacob  was  not  pleased  with  any  thing  his  sons 
had  done;  and  he  took  the  detention  of  Symeon  heinously, 
and  thence  thought  it  a  foolish  thing  to  give  up  Benjamin 
also.  Neitlier  did  he  yield  to  Reubers  persuasion,  though 
he  begged  it  of  him;  and  gave  leave,  that  the  grandfather 
might,  tu  way  of  requital,  kill  his  own  sons,  in  case  any  harm 
came  to  Benjamin  in  the  journey.     So  they  were  distressed, 

Iind  knew  not  what  to  do:  na^  there  was  another  accident 
liiat  still  disturbed  them  more,  the  money  that  was  found 
ptdden  in  their  sacks  of  corn.     Yet  when  the  corn  they  had 
brought  failed  them,  and  when  the  famine  still  afflicted  them, 
and  necessity  forced  them,  Jacob  did''  [not]  still  resolve  to 
send  Benjamin  with  his  brethren,  although  there  was  no  re- 
irning  into  Egypt  unless  they  came  with  what  they  had 
promised.     Now  the  misery  growing  every  day  worse,  and 
lis  Bons  begging  it  of  him,  he  had  no  other  course  to  take  in 
its  present  circumstances.     And  Judas,  who  was  of  a  bold 
era  per  upon  other  occasions,  spake  hi:^  mind  very  freely  to 
Itm:  *'That  it  did  not  become  him  to  be  afraid  on  account 
pf  bis  son,  nor  to  suspect  the  worst,  as  he  did;  for  nothing 
>uld  be  done  to  his  son  but  by  the  appointment  of  God, 
rhich  must  also  for  certain  come  to  pass,  though  he  were  at 
\iome  with  him:  that  he  ought  not  to  condemn  them  to  suck 
lifest  destruction ;  nor  deprive  them  of  that  plenty  of  food 
might  have  from  Pharaoh,  by  his  unreasonable  fear 
It  his  son  Benjamin,  but  ought  to  take  care  of  the  pre- 
ition  of  Symeon,  lest,  by  attempting  to  hinder  Benjamin's 
journey,  Symeon  should  perish.     He  exhorted  them  to  trust 
God  for  him;  and  said,  he  would  either  bring  his  son  back 
Co  htm  safe,  or,  together  with  his,  lose  his  own  life."     So  that 
Jacob  was  at  length  persuaded,  and  delivered  Benjamin  to 
them,  with  the  price  of  the  corn  doubled  :  he  also  sent  pre- 

i  The  cohtrence  sterns  to  mc  to  show,  that  the  negative  panicle  ift  here  wMtio^. 
"e^  I  tiiv«  fupptied  in  brackets,  and  I  wonder  none  have  hitherto  suspected  it 
kt  to  be  tupplied. 


laS  ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS,     [book  ik 

isents  to  Joseph^  of  the  fruits  of  tbe  land  of  Canaan,  balsam 
land  rosin,  as  also  turpentine  and  honey \  Now  their  father 
Idabed  many  tears  at  the  departure  of  his  sons,  as  well  as  thein- 
I selves.  His  concern  was,  that  he  might  receive  them  back 
^ain  safe  after  their  journey ;  and  their  concern  was,  that 
I  they  might  find  their  father  well,  and  no  way  afflicted  with 
[grief  for  them.     And  this  lamentation  lasted  a  whole  day :  so 

Ihat  the  old  man  was  at  last  tired  with  grief,  and  staid  behind; 

but  they  went  on  their  way  for  Egypt,  endeavouring  to  miti- 
[gate  their  grief  for  their  present  misfortunes,  with  the  hopes 
(•€>f  better  success  hereafter, 

6.  As  soon  as  they  came  into  Egypt  they  were  brought 
down  to  Joseph  :  but  here  no  small  fear  disturbed  them,  lest 
they  should  be  accused  about  the  price  of  the  corn,  as  if  they 

liiad  cheated  Joseph,     They  then  made  a  long  apology  to 
I^Joseph's  steward  j  and  told  him,  that  when  they  came  home 
I  they  found  the  money  in  their  sacks,  and  that  they  had  now 
J  brought  it  along  with  them.     He  said,  he  did  not  know  what 
they  meant*     So  they  were  delivered  from  that  fear.     And 
^  when  he  had  loosed  Symeon,  and  put  him  into  a  handsome 
[habit,  he  suffered  him  to  be  with  his  brethren;  at  which  time 
I  Joseph   came  from  his  attendance  on  the  king.     So  they 
I  offered  him  their  presents ;  and  upon  his  putting  the  question 
jto  them  about  their  father,  they  answered,  that  they  found 
lliim  well.     He  also,  upon  his  discovery  that  Benjamin  was 
'  ftlive,  asked,  whether  this  was  their  younger  brother  ?  for  he 
had  seen  him.     Whereupon  they  said  he  was;  he  replied, 
that  the  God  over  all  was  his  protector.     But  when  his  affec- 
tion to  him  made  him  shed  tears,  he  retired,  desiring  he 
jinight  not  be  seen  in  that  plight  by  his  brethren.     Then 
Joseph  took  them  to  supper,  and  they  were  set  down  in  the 
|»ame  order  as  they  used  to  sit  at  their  father^s  table.     And 
although  Joseph  treated  them  all  kindly,  yet  did  he  send  a 
mess  ti>  Benjamin  that  was  double  to  what  the  rest  of  the 
guests  had  for  their  shares. 

7.  Now  when  after  supper  they  had  composed  themselves 
to  sleep,  Joseph  commanded  his  steward  both  to  give  ihem 
their  measures  of  corn,  and  to  hide  its  price  again  in  their 
sacks;  and  that  withal  they  should  put  into  Benjamin's  sack 
the  golden  cup,  nut  of  which  he  loved  himself  to  drink. 
Which  things  he  did  in  order  to  make  trial  of  his  brethren, 
whether  they  would  stand  hy  Benjamin  when  he  should  be 
accused  of  having  stolen  tbe  cup,  and  should  appear  to  be  in 
danger;  or  whetlier  they  would  leave  him,  and,  depending 
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to  their   father  without  him. 


>•  Of  tbe  preciout  balsam  of  Judea,  and  the  turpentme*  tee  the  note  on  ilotki. 

Vin.cb.  vi,  §  6\  ' 
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When  the  servant  had  done  as  he  was  bidden,  the  sons  of 
acob«  knowing  nothing  of  till  this,  went  their  way  and  took 
>ymeon  along  with  them,  and  had  a  double  cause  of  joy,  both 
cause  they  had  received  him  again,  and  because  they  took 
k  Benjamin  to  their  fiither,  as  they  had  promised.     But 
reaently  a  troop  of  horsemen  encompassed  them,  and  brought 
ith  them  Joseph's  f^ervant,  who  had  put  the  cup  into  Ben- 
iun*s  sack.     Upon  which  unexpected  attack  of  the  horse- 
they  were  much  disturbed,  and  asked  what  the  reason 
that  they  came  thus  upon  men,  wlio  a  little  before  had 
by  their  lord  thought  worthy  of  an  honourable  and 
iospitable  reception*     They  rephed,  by  calhng  them  wicked 
retches,  who  had  forgot  that  very  hospitable  and  kind  treat* 
icnt  which  Joseph  had  given  them,  and  did  not  scruple  to 
be  injurious  to  him ;  and  to  carry  olF  that  cup  out  of  which 
he  had,  in  so  friendly  a  manner,  driink  to  them,  not  regard- 
ing their  friendship  with  Joseph,  no  more  than  the  danger 
"  ey  should  be  in  if  they  were  taken,  in  comparison  of  the 
ijust  gain.     Hereupon  he  threatened,  that  tliey  should  be 
funi^hed ;  for  though  they  had  escaped  the  knowledge  of 
who  was  but  a  servant,  yet  had  they  not  escaped  the 
lowledge  of  God,  nor  had  gone  off  with  what  they  had  stolen; 
md  after  all,  asked  why  we  come  upon  them  ?  as  if  they  knew 
hin^  of  the  matter :  and  he  told  tliem,  that  they  should 
immediately  know  it  by  their  punishment.     This,  and  more 
of  the  same  nature,  did  the  servant  say,  in  way  of  reproach 
to  them:  but  they,  being  wholly  ignorant  of  any  thing  here 
that  concerned  them,  laughed  at  what  he  said  ;  and  wondered 
at  the  abusive  language  which  the  servant  gave  them,  when 
he  was  so  hardy  as  to  accuse  those  who  did  not  before  so 
much  as  retain  the  price  of  their  corn,  wliich  was  found  in 
their  sacks,  but  brought  it  again »  though  nobody  else  knew 
if  any  such  thing,  so  far  were  they  from  oflering  any  injury 
Joseph  voluntarily.     But  still,  supposing  that  a  search 
ould  be  a  more  sure  justification  of  themselves  than  their 
own  denial  of  the  fact,  they  bid  him  search  them,  and  that 
"  any  of  them  had  been  guilty  of  the  theft,  to  punish  them 
Ui  for,  being  no  way  conscious  to  themselves  of  any  crime, 
apake  with  assurance,  and,  as  they  thought,  without  any 
iger  to  themselves  also.     The  servants  desired  there  might 
a  search  made;  but  they  said,  the  punishment  should  ex- 
to  him  alone  who  should  be  found  guilty  of  the  theft. 
>  they  made  the  search  ;  and,  having  searched  all  the  rest, 
ley  came  last  of  all  to  Benjamin,  as  knowing  it  was  Benja- 
ln*8  sack  in  which  they  had  hidden  the  cup,  they  fiaving 
ideed  searched  the  rest  only  for  a  show  of  accuracy  :  so  the 
were  out  of  fear  for  themselves,  and  were  now  only  con- 
lerned  about  Benjamin,  but  still  were  well  assured  that  he 
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ivould  alfio  be  found  innocent;  and  they  reproached  those 

that  came  after  them  for  their  hindering  them,  while  they 

I  mighty  in  the  mean  while,  have  gotten  a  good  way  on  their 

journey.     But  as  soon  as  they  had  searched  Benjamin's  sack, 

they  found  the  cup,  and  took  it  from  him;  and  all  w^as  changed 

[  to  mournin|T  and  lamentation.     They  rent  their  garments, 

and  wept  for  the   punishment  which  their  brother  was  to 

undergo  for  his  theft,  and  for  the  delusion  they  had  put  on 

I  their  father,  when  they  promised  they  would  bring  Benjamin 

safe  to  him.     What  added  to  their  misery  was,  that  this 

melancholy  accident  came  unfortunately  at  a  time  when  they 

thought  they  had  been  gotten  off  clear:  but  they  confessed 

that  this  misfortune  of  their  brother,  as  well  as  the  grief  of 

their  father  for  him»  wtis  owing  to  themselves,  since  it  was 

I  they  that  forced  their  father  to  send  him  with  them,  when  he 

was  averse  to  it. 

8,  The  horsemen  then  took  Ben^jamin  and  brought  him  to 
Joseph,  his  brethren  also  following  him;  who,  when  he  saw 
him  in  custody,  and  them  in  the  habit  of  mourners,  said, 
*'  How  came  you,  vile  wTetches  as  you  are,  to  have  such  a 
strange  notion  of  my  kindness  to  you,  and  of  God's  provi- 
dence, as  impudently  to  do  thus  to  your  benefactor,  who  in 
such  an  hospitable  manner  had  entertained  you?"  AMiereupon 
they  gave  up  themselves  to  be  punished,  in  order  to  save 
I  Benjamin ;  and  called  to  mind  what  a  wicked  enterprise  they 
had  been  guilty  of  against  Joseph.     Tbey  also  pronounced 
\  him  more  liappy  than  themselves,  if  he  were  dead,  in  being 
freed  from  the  miseries  of  this  life  ;  and  if  he  were  alive,  thai 
I  he  enjoyed  the  pleasure  of  seeing  God's  vengeance  upon  them, 
I  They  said  farther,  they  were  the  plague  of  their  father,  since 
[  they  should  now  add  to  his  former  affliction  for  Joseph,  thi^ 
other   affliction  for   Benjamin.     Reuhel  also  was  large  in 
cutting  them  upon  this  occasion.    But  Joseph  dismissed  mem; 
[for  he  said,  they  had  been  guiUy  of  no  offence,  and  that  he 
j  would  ctmtent  himself  with  the  lad^s  punishment,  for  he  said, 
'it  was  not  a  ht  thing  to  let  him  go  free,  for  the  sake  of  those 
who  had  not  offended;  nor  was  it  a  fit  thing  to  punish  them 
together  with  him  ivho  had  been  guilty  of  stealing.    And  when 
he  promised  to  give  them  leave  to  go  away  in  safety,  the  rest 
of  them  were  under  great  consternation,  and  were  able  to 
say  nothing  on  this  sad  occasion.     But  Judas,  who  had  per- 
suaded their  father  to  send  the  lad  from  him,  being  otherwise 
also  a  very  bold  and  active  man,  determined  to  hazard  him- 
self for  the  preservation  of  his  brother.     *'Tt  is  true*,"  said 
he,  *'  O  governor,  that  we  have  been  very  wicked  with  regard 

*  This  oration  seems  ta  me  too  1arg«.  tncl  too  unuiiial  a  digre!^«ion,  to  bare  been 
composed  by  Judas  oa  this  occasion.     It  ^ecms  to  me  a  speech  or  decl&malion  c<^i%« 
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to  thee,  and  on  that  account  deserve  punishment ;  even  all  of 
us  may  justly  be  punished,  although  the  theft  were  not  com- 
mitted by  all,  but  only  by  one  of  us,  and  he  the  youngest 
ako:  bi.t  yet  there  remains  some  hope  for  us,  who  otherwise 
must  be  under  despair  on  this  account,  and  this  from  thy 
goodness,  which  promises  us  a  deliverance  out  of  our  present 
danger.  And  now  I  beg  thou  wilt  not  look  at  us,  or  at  that 
great  crime  we  have  been  guilty  oi\  but  at  thy  own  excellent 
nature,  and  take  advice  of  thine  own  virtue,  instead  of  that 
wrath  thou  hast  against  us :  which  passion  those  that  other- 
wise are  of  a  low  character  indulge,  as  they  do  their  strength, 
and  that  not  only  on  great,  but  also  on  very  trifling  occasions. 
Overcome,  sir,  that  passion,  and  be  not  subdued  by  it,  nor 
sufler  it  to  slay  those  that  do  not  othei'wise  presume  upon 
their  own  safety,  but  are  desirous  to  accept  of  it  from  thee; 
for  this  is  not  the  first  time  tliat  thou  wilt  bestow  it  on  us» 
but  before  when  we  came  to  buy  corn,  thou  aflbrdedst  us 
great  plenty  of  food,  and  gave  at  us  leave  to  carry  so  much 
home  to  our  family,  as  has  preserved  them  from  perishing  by 
famine*  Nor  is  there  any  difterence  between  not  overlooking 
men  that  were  perishing  for  want  of  necessaries,  and  not 

I  punishing  those  that  seem  to  be  offenders,  and  have  been  so 
Unfortunate  as  to  lose  the  advantage  of  that  glorious  benefac- 
lioa  which  they  received  from  thee.  This  will  bean  instance 
bf  equal  favour,  though  bestowed  after  a  difierent  manner ; 
lor  tuou  wilt  save  those  this  way  whom  thou  didst  feed  the 
lother;  and  thou  wilt  hereby  preserve  alivd  by  thy  own 
l>imnty«  those  souls  which  thou  didst  not  suffer  to  be  dis- 
Iresited  by  famine,  it  being  indeed  at  once  a  wonderful  and  a 
^eat  thing  to  sustain  our  lives  by  corn,  and  to  bestow  on  us 
Uiat  pardon,  whereby,  now  we  are  distressed,  we  may  con- 
tinue those  lives.  And  I  am  ready  to  suppose,  that  God  is 
willing  toaflbrd  thee  this  opportunity  of  showing  thy  virtuous 
difposition,  by  bringing  us  into  this  calamity,  that  it  may 
appear  thou  canst  forgive  the  injuries  that  are  done  to  thy* 
^If;  and  may  est  be  esteemed  kind  to  others,  besides  those 
v^lko,  on  other  accounts,  stand  in  need  of  thy  assistance ;  since 
it  lA  indeed  a  right  thing  to  do  well  to  those  who  are  in  dis- 
tress for  want  of  food,  but  still  a  more  glorious  thing  to  save 
"  '  rve  to  be  punished,  when  it  is  on  account  of 
-  against  thyself :  for  if  it  be  a  thing  deserving 
comnendation  to  forgive  such  as  have  been  guilty  of  small 
^Scnees,  that  tend  to  a  person's  loss,  and  this  be  praiseworthy 
III  btsii  that  overlooks  such  offences,  to  restrain  a  man's  pas- 
llgM.iis  to  crimes  which  are  capital  to  the  guilty,  is  to  be  like 

p8S  Ibrmerly,  in  the  person  of  Judas,  and  in  the  vt  ay  of  oratory^  that  lay  by  him, 
which  he  thought  fit  to  insert  on  this  occasion.     Iree  two  more  such  speeches  or 

liOftii,  AiiiKj.  B.  VL  ch.  xiv.  $  4, 
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the  most  excellent  nature  of  God  himself.  And  tmly,  as  for 
myself,  had  it  not  been  that  we  had  a  fiither,  who  had  dis- 
covered, on  occasion  of  the  death  of  Joseph,  how  miserably 
he  is  always  afflicted  at  the  loss  of  his  sons,  I  had  hot  made 
any  words  on  account  of  the  saving  of  our  own  lives ;  I  mean^ 
any  farther  than  as  that  would  be  an  excellent  character  fiir 
thyself,  to  preserve  even  those  that  would  have  nobody  to 
lament  them  when  they  were  dead,  but  we  would  have  yielded 
ourselves  up  to  suffer  whatsoever  thou  pleasedst :  but  now 
(for  we  do  not  plead  for  mercy  to  ourselves,  though  indeed, 
if  we  die,  it  wilt  be  while  we  are  young,  and  before  we  have 
had  the  enjoyment  of  life,)  have  regard  to  our  father,  and 
take  pity  of  his  old  age,  on  whose  account  it  is  that  we  make 
these  supplications  to  thee.  We  be^  thou  wilt  give  us  those 
hves,  which  this  wickedness  of  ours  nas  rendered  obnoxious 
to  thy  punishment;  and  this  for  his  sake  who  is  not  himself 
wicked,  nor  does  his  being  our  father  make  us  wicked.  He 
is  a  good  man,  and  not  worthy  to  have  such  trials  of  his 
patience ;  and  now  we  are  absent,  is  he  afflicted  with  care 
for  us.  But  if  he  hear  of  our  deaths,  and  what  was  the  cause 
of  it,  he  will  on  that  account  die  an  immature  death :  and  the 
reproachful  manner  of  our  ruin  will  hasten  his  end,  and  will 
directly  kill  him,  nay,  will  bring  him  to  a  miserable  death, 
while  ne  will  make  haste  to  rid  himself  out  of  the  world,  and 
bring  himself  to  a  state  of  insensibility,  before  the  sad  story 
of  our  end  come  abroad  into  the  rest  of  the  world.  Considor 
things  in  this  manner,  although  our  wickedness  does  now 
provoke  thee  with  a  just  desire  of  punishing  that  wickedness, 
and  forgive  it  for  our  father's  sake;  and  let  thy  commisera- 
tion of  him  weigh  more  with  thee  than  our  vrickedness. 
Have  regard  to  the  old  age  of  our  father,  who,  if  we  perish, 
will  be  very  lonely  while  he  lives,  and  will  soon  die  himself 
also.  Grant  this  boon  to  the  name  of  fathers,  for  thereby 
thou  wilt  honour  him  that  begat  thee,  and  will  grant  it  to 
thyself  also,  who  enjoyest  already  that  denomination :  thoa 
wilt  then,  by  that  denomination,  be  preserved  of  God,  the 
Father  of  all,  by  showing  a  pious  regard  to  which,  in  the  case 
of  our  father,  thou  wilt  appear  to  honour  him  who  is  styled 
by  the  same  name ;  I  mean,  if  thou  wilt  have  this  pity  on  our 
father,  upon  the  consideration  how  miserable  he  will  be  if  he 
be  deprived  of  his  sons.  It  is  thy  part  therefore  to  bestow 
on  us  what  God  has  given  us,  when  it  is  in  thy  power  to  take 
it  away,  and  so  to  resemble  him  entirely  in  charity ;  for  it  is 
good  to  use  that  power,  which  can  either  give  or  take  away» 
on  the  merciful  side ;  and  when  it  is  in  thy  power  to  destroy, 
to  forget  that  thou  ever  hndst  that  power,  and  to  look  on 
thyself  as  only  allowed  power  for  preservation ;  and  that  the 
more  any  one  extends  this  power,  the  greater  reputation  does 
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be  gain  to  himself.  Now,  by  forgiving  our  brother  what  he 
luia  unhappily  committecl^  tlum  wilt  preserve  us  all;  for  we 
euinot  think  of  living  if  he  be  put  to  death,  since  we  dare 
TTot  show  ourselves  aUve  to  our  father  without  our  brother,  but 
here  must  we  partake  of  one  and  the  same  catastrophe  of  his 
life.  And  so  far  we  beg  of  thee,  O  governor,  that  if  thou 
condemnest  our  brother  to  die,  thou  wilt  punish  us  together 
with  him,  as  partners  of  his  crime;  for  wc  shall  not  think  it 
reasonable  to  be  reserved  to  kill  ourselves  for  grief  of  ou? 
brother*s  deatb,  but  so  to  die  rather  as  equally  guilty  with 
him  of  this  crime.  I  will  only  leave  with  thee  this  one  con- 
sideration, and  then  will  say  no  more,  viz.  that  our  brother 
committed  his  fault  when  he  was  young,  and  not  yet  of  con» 
firmed  wisdom  in  his  conduct,  and  that  men  naturally  forgive 
such  young  persons.  And  I  end  here,  without  adding  what 
more  I  have  to  say,  that  in  case  thou  condemnest  us,  that 
mnission  may  be  supposed  to  have  hurt  us,  and  permitted 
thee  to  take  the  severer  side.  But  in  case  thou  settest  us 
free,  that  this  may  be  ascribed  to  thy  own  goodness,  of  which 
thou  art  inwardly  conscious,  tliat  thou  freest  us  from  con- 
demnation ;  and  that  not  by  barely  preserving  us,  but  by 
gnnting  us  such  a  favour  as  will  make  us  appear  more 
ffigbteous  than  we  really  are,  and  by  representing  to  thyself 
more  motives  for  our  deliverance  tlian  we  are  able  to  produce 
mn'aelvcs.  If,  therefore,  thou  resolvest  to  slay  him,  I  desire 
wilt  slay  me  in  his  stead,  and  send  him  back  to  his 
iher;  or  if  thou  pleasest  to  retain  him  with  thee  as  a  slave, 
am  fitter  to  labour  for  thy  advantage  in  that  capacity,  and, 
ai  thou  scest,  am  better  prepared  for  either  of  those  suffer- 
ings*.** So  Judas,  being  very  willing  to  undergo  any  thing 
whatever  for  the  deliverance  of  his  brother,  cast  himself  down 
at  Joseph's  feet,  and  earnestly  laboured  to  assuage  and  pacify 
lib  anger*  All  his  brethren  also  fell  down  before  him,  weep- 
ing and  delivering  themselves  up  to  destruction  for  the  pre- 
alion  of  the  life  of  Benjamin. 
10*  But  Joseph,  as  overcome  now  with  his  affections,  and 
longer  able  to  personate  an  angry  man,  commanded  all 
ihat  arere  present  to  depart,  that  he  might  make  himself 
Imoirn  ta  hi3  brethren,  when  they  were  alone.  And  when 
the  rest  were  gone  out,  he  made  himself  known  to  his 
irethren:  and  said,  'M  commend  you  for  your  virtue,  and 
our  kindness  to  our  brother  ;  I  find  you  better  men  than  I 
ouUl  have  expected  from  what  you  contrived  about  me. 
ndeed,  I  did  all  this  to  try  your  love  to  your  brother  ;  so  I 
believe  you  were  not  wicked  by  nature,  in  what  you  did  in 

^  Ifl  til  this  speech  of  JuJasV  we  may  observe,  that  Joiephus  elill  supposed  ihat 
^Ctfh  «v«§  the  punishmcDt  of  theft  lo  Egypt,  in  ihe  days  of  Jo«epli ;  though  it  never 
;  Uie  Jews,  hj  the  la^  ot  Mosea, 
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mv  case,  but  that  all  has  happened  according  to  God's  wOl, 
who  has  hereby  procured  our  enjoyment  of  what  good 
things  we  have ;  and,  if  he  continue  in  a  favourable  dis po- 
sition, of  what  we  hope  for  hereafter.  Since,  therefore,  I 
know  that  our  father  is  »afe  and  well,  beyond  expectation, 
and  I  see  you  so  weU  disposed  to  your  brother,  I  will  no 
longer  remember  what  guilt  you  seem  to  have  had  about 
me,  but  will  leave  off  to  hate  you  for  that  your  wickedness; 
and  do  rather  return  you  my  thanks,  that  you  have  concurred 
with  the  intentions  of  God  to  bring  things  to  their  present 
state.  I  would  have  you  also  rather  to  forget  the  same, 
since  that  imprudence  of  yours  is  come  to  such  a  happy  con* 
elusion,  than  to  be  uneasy  and  blush  at  those  your  offences. 
Do  not,  therefore,  let  your  evil  intentions,  when  you  con- 
demned me,  and  that  bitter  remorse  which  might  follow,  be 
a  grief  to  you  now,  because  those  intentions  were  frustrated. 
Go,  therefore,  your  way,  rejoicing  in  what  has  happened  by 
the  divine  providence,  and  inform  your  father  of  it,  lest  he  j 
should  be  spent  with  cares  for  you,  and  deprive  me  of  the 
most  agreeable  part  of  my  felicity ;  I  mean,  lest  he  should 
die  before  he  comes  into  my  sight,  and  enjoys  the  good  * 
things  that  we  now  have.  Bring,  therefore,  with  you  oar 
father,  and  your  wives  and  children,  and  all  your  kindred,  and 
remove  your  habitation  hither:  for  it  is  not  proper  that  the 
persons  dearest  to  me  should  live  remote  from  me,  now  my 
affairs  are  so  prosperous,  especially  when  they  must  endure 
five  more  years  of  famine/*  When  Joseph  had  said  this,  be  i 
embraced  his  brethren,  who  were  in  tears  and  sorrow:  but] 
the  generous  kindness  of  their  brother  seemed  to  leave 
among  them  no  room  for  fear  lest  they  should  be  punished  < 
on  account  of  what  they  had  consulted  and  acted  against 
him.  And  they  were  then  feasting.  Now  the  king,  as  soon 
as  he  heard  that  ifoseplfs  brethren  were  come  to  him,  was 
exceeding  glad  of  it,  as  if  it  had  been  a  part  of  his  own  good 
fortune;  and  gave  them  wagons  full  of  corn,  and  gold,  and 
silver,  to  be  conveyed  to  his  father.  Now  when  thay  had 
received  more  of  their  brother,  part  to  be  carried  to  their 
father,  and  part  as  free  gifts  to  every  one  of  tiiem* 
selves,  Benjamin  liaving  still  more  than  the  rest»  theyj 
departed. 
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CHAPTER  VIL 

The  removal  of  Joseph's  Father,  with  all  his  Family,  to 
him,  on  account  of  the  Famine, 

As  soon  as  Jacob  came  to  know,  by  his  sons  returning 
in  what  state  Joseph  was;  that  he  had  not  only 
escaped  death,  for  which  yet  he  lived  all  along  in  mourning, 
but  that  he  hved  in  splendour  and  happiness,  and  ruled 
over  Egypt,  jointly  with  the  king,  and  had  intrusted  to  his 
eare  almost  all  his  affairs  ;  he  did  not  think  any  thing  he 
was  told  to  be  incredible,  considering  the  greatness  of  the 
works  of  God,  and  his  kindness  to  him,  although  that  kind- 
ness had,  for  some  late  times,  been  intermitted  ;  so  he  iui- 
mediately  and  zealously  set  out  upon  his  journey  to  him. 

2,  When  he  came  to  the  well  of  the  oath  (Beersheba),  he 
offered  sacrifice  to  God ;  and  being  afraid  that  the  happi- 

as  there  was  in  Egypt  might  tempt  his  posterity  to  fall  in 

ve  with  it  and  settle  in  it,  and  no  more  think  of  removing 

the  land  of  Canaan,  and  possessing  it,  as  God  had  pro* 

lised  them;  as  also  being  afraid,  lest,  if  this  descent  into 

gypt  were  made  without  the  will  of  God,  his  family  might 

destroyed  there  ;  out  of  fear  withal,  lest  he  should  depart 

is  life  before  he  came  to  the  sight  of  Joseph  ;  he  fell  asleep, 

fevolving  these  doubts  in  his  mind* 

3.  But  God  stood  by  him,  and  called  to  him  twice  by  his 
name;  and  when  he  asked  who  he  was,  God  said,  *' No, 

re  ;  it  is  not  just  that  thou  Jacob  shouldest  be  unacquainted 
ilh  that  God  who  has  been  ever  a  protector  and  a  helper 
thy  forefathers,  and  after  them  to  thyself:  for  when  thy 
father  would  have  deprived  thee  of  the  dominion,  I  gave  it 
Ibeef  and  by  my  kindness  it  was,  that  when  thou  wast  sent  into 
Mesopotamia  all  alone,  thou  obtainedst  good  wives,  and  re- 
tuniedst  with  many  children,  and  much  wealth.  Thy  whole 
inily  also  has  been  preserved  by  my  providence ;  and  it 
I  who  conducted  Joseph,  thy  son  whom  thou  gavest  up 
r  loftt,  to  the  enjoyment  of  great  prosperity,  I  also  made 
him  lord  of  Egypt,  so  that  he  differs  but  little  from  a  king. 
Accordingly,  1  come  now  as  a  guide  to  thee  in  this  journey; 
and  foretell  to  thee,  that  thou  shalt  die  in  the  arms  of  Joseph ; 
and  I  inform  thee,  that  thy  posterity  shall  be  many  ages  in 
authority  and  glory,  and  that  I  will  settle  them  in  the  land 
which  I  have  promised  them.'* 

4-  Jacob,   encouraged   by    this    dream,    went    on    more 
lieerlully  for  Egypt,  with  his  sons,  and  all  belonging  to 
tbeai.     Now  they   were  in  all  seventy.     1    once    indeed 
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thought  it  best  not  to  set  down  the  names  of  this  fBunily, 
especially  because  of  their  difficult  pronunciation  [by  the 
Greeks];  but,  upon  the  whole,  I  think  it  necessary  to 
mention  those  names,  that  I  may  disprove  such  as  beueTe 
that  we  came  originally  not  out  of  Mesopotamia,  but  are 
Egyptians.  Now  Jacob  had  twelve  sons,  of  these  Joseph 
was  come  thither  before.  We  will  therefore  set  down  toe 
names  of  Jacob's  children  and  grandchildren.  Reubel  had 
four  sons  ;  Anoch,  Phallu,  Assaron,  Charmi.  Symeon  had 
six;  Jamuel,  Jamin,  Avod,  Jachin,  Soar,  SauL  Levi  had 
three  sons  ;  Gersom,  Caath,  Merari.  Judas  had  three 
sons;  Sala,  Phares,  Zerah ;  and  by  Phares  two  grand- 
children,  Esrom  and  Amur.  Issachar  bad  four  sons; 
Thola,  Phua,  Jasub,  Samaron.  Zabulon  had  with  him 
three  sons ;  Sarad,  Helon,  Jalel.  So  far  is  the  posterity  of 
Lea;  with  whom  went  her  daughter  Dinah.  These  are 
thirty-three.  Rachel  had  two  sons,  the  one  of  which,  Joseph, 
had  two  sons  also,  Manasseh  and  Ephraim.  The  other, 
Benjamin,  had  ten  sons;  Bolau,  Bacchar,  Asabel,  Geras, 
Naaman,  Jes,  Ros,  Momphis,  Opphis,  Arad.  These  four- 
teen added  to  the  thirty-three  before  enumerated,  amount 
to  the  number  forty-seven.  And  this  was  the  legitimate 
posterity  of  Jacob.  He  had  beside  by  Bilha,  the  handmaid 
of  Rachel,  Dan  and  Nephthali :  which  last  had  four  sons, 
that  followed  him;  Jesel,  Guni,  Issari,  and  Sellim.  Dan 
had  an  only-begotten  son,  Usi.  If  these  be  added  to  those 
before  mentioned,  they  complete  the  number  fifty-four. 
Gad  and  Aser  were  the  sons  of  Zilpha,  who  was  the  hand- 
maid of  Lea.  These  had  with  them.  Gad  seven,  Saphoniah 
Augis,  Sunis,  Azabon,  Aerin,  Eroed,  Ariel.  Aser  had  a 
daughter,  Sarah,  and  six  male  children,  whose  names  were 
Jomne,  Isus,  Isoui,  Baris,  Abar,  and  Melchiel.  If  we  add 
these,  which  are  sixteen,  to  the  fifty-four,  the  forementioned 
number  [70]  is  completed  ^  Jacob  not  being  himself  included 
in  that  number. 

5.  When  Joseph  understood  that  his  father  was  comingt 
for  Judas  his  brother  was  come  before  him,  and  informed 
him  of  his  approach,  he  went  out  to  meet  him;  and  they  met 
together  at  Heroopolis.  But  Jacob  almost  fainted  away  at 
this  unexpected  and  great  joy ;  however,  Joseph  revived 
him,  being  yet  not  himself  able  to  contain  from  being  affected 
in  the  same  manner,  at  the  pleasure  he  now  had ;  yet  was  he 
not  wholly  overcome  with  his  passion,  as  his  father  was. 

*  All  the  Greek  copies  of  Josephus  have  the  negative  particle  here,  that  Jtcob 
himself  was  not  reckoned  one  of  the  seventy  souls  that  came  into  Kgypt  ;  bat  the 
old  Latin  copies  want  it,  and  directly  assure  us  he  was  one  of  them.  It  is  therefore 
hardly  certain  which  of  these  was  Josephus's  true  reading,  since  the  number  seveotv 
is  made  up  without  him,  if  we  reckon  Lea  for  one  ;  but  if  she  be  not  reckonedf 
Jacob  roubt  himself  be  one,  to  complete  the  number. 
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H&fler  this»  he  desired  Jacob  to  travel  on  slowly  ;  but  lie  him- 
V^lf  tt>ok  five  of  his  brethren  with  him,  and  made  haste  to 
tbe  kijig,  to  tell  him  that  Jacob  and  his  family  were  come^ 
ihich  was  a  joyful  hearing  to  him.  He  also  bid  Joseph  tell 
im  what  sort  of  life  bis  hretliren  loved  to  lead,  that  he 
{fat  give  them  leave  to  follow  the  same ;  who  told  him 
m-ere  good  shepherds,  and  had  been  used  to  follow  no 
iher  employment  but  this  alone.  Whereby  he  provided  for 
iem,  that  they  should  not  be  separated,  but  live  in  the 
ae  place,  and  take  care  of  their  father  :  as  also  hereby  he 
■^pfovidedi  that  they  might  be  acceptable  to  the  Egyptians, 
by  doing  nothing  that  would  be  common  to  them  with  the 
Egyptians;  for  tbe  Egyptians  are  prohibited  to  meddle  with 
Irading  of  sheep  ™, 

6.  When  Jacob  was  come  to  the  king,  and  saluted  him, 
and  wished  all  prosperity  to  his  government,  Pharaoh  asked 
bim«  how  old  he  now  was ;  upon  whose  answer,  that  he  was 
^-^  hundred  and  thirty  years  old,  he  admired  Jacob  on  ac- 
l^fcouiit  of  the  length  of  his  life.  And  when  he  bad  added, 
that  still  he  had  not  lived  so  long  as  his  forefathers,  he  gave 
him  leave  to  live  with  his  cliildreu  in  Heliopolis;  for  in  that 

Ijpty  the  king's  shepherds  had  their  pasturage. 
I  7,  However,  the  famine  increased  among  the  Egyptians ; 
ind  this  heavy  judgment  grew  more  oppressive  to  them,  be- 
cause neither  did  the  river  overflow  the  ground,  for  it  did 
not  rise  to  its  former  height,  nor  did  God  send  rain  upon 
il":  nor  did  they  indeed  make  the  least  provision  for  them- 
M^res,  so  ignorant  were  they  what  was  to  be  done;  but 
JcMteph  sold  them  corn  for  their  money.  But  when  their 
Bumey  failed  them,  they  bought  corn  with  their  cattle, 
and  their  slaves ;  and  if  any  of  them  had  a  small  piece  of 
lind,  they  gave  up  that  to  purchase  them  food,  by  which 
means  the  king  became  the  owner  of  all  their  substance; 
axid  they  were  removed  some  to  one  place,  and  some  to 
another,  that  so  the  possession  of  their  country  might  be 
finiily  aftbrded  to  the  king :  excepting  the  lands  of  the 
^jricBts,  for  their  country  continued  still  in  their  own  posses- 
I^Kbn.  And  indeed  this  sore  famine  made  their  minds  as 
^^tU  aa  their  bodies  slaves ;  and  at  length  compelled  them 

m  jr^^y,\uM  tl,ought,  that  the  Egyptmns  hated  or  despised  the  emplovmeot  of  a 
riMpVii  Ittys  of  Joseph  ;  whereas  bishoo  Cumberland  ha»  %hown,  that 

tef  r:i  ^i  such  Phenician  or  Caouinite  inepherdft  that  had  loug  enslaved 

^  »  Sgyi^UAas  of  old  lime.    &ev  hts  Sanchonialbo,  p.  S61,  362. 

">  Hslaod  here  puu  the  qutstioo,  how  Josephus  could  complain  of  tti  not  ratoing 
"~  vpt  during  this  famine,  while  the  ancients  adirm^  that  it  never  does  Daturully 
here,  liis  answer  ii,  that  when  the  ancients  deny  that  K  rains  ia  £^ypt« 
roftljr  mean  the  upper  E^ypt  above  the  Delta,  which  is  called  Kgypt  tn  the 
It  t*Dm  ;  but  that  in  the  Dclln  [and  by  consei^iience  in  iJie  lower  Egypt  ad- 
l  ID  itj.  It  did  of  old,  and  tiill  does,  rata  aomeutnea,  See  the  note  on  Aotiq* 
.  cb.  I.  f  li. 
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[to  procure  a  sufficiency  of  food  by  such   dishonourable 

rjneans.     But  when  this  misery  ceased,  and  the  river  over- 

Lflowed  the  ground,  and  the  ground  brought  forth  its  fruits 

plentifully,  Joseph  came  to  every  city»  and  gathered  the 

Ipeople   thereto   belonging  together,  and  gave  them   back 

)  entirely  the  land  which,  by  their  own  consent,  the  king 

^might  have  possessed  alone,  and  alone  enjoyed  the  fruits  of 

hit.     He  also  exhorted  them  to  look  on  it  as  every  one's  own 

1  possession ;  and  to  fall  to  their  husbandry  with  cheerful- 

fness;  and  to  pay,  as  a  tribute  to  the  king,  the  fifth  parf*  of 

I  the  fruits  for  the  land  which  the  king,  when  it  was  his  own, 

restored  to  them.     These  men  rejoiced  upon  their  becoming 

unexpectedly  owners  of  their  lands,  and  diligently  obsened 

what  was  enjoined  them ;  and   by  this  means  Joseph  pro* 

cured  to  himself  a  greater  authority  among  the  Egyptians, 

land  greater  love  to  the  king  from  them.     Now  this  law, 

J  that  they  should  pay  the  fifth  part  of  their  fruits  as  tributei 

Icontinued  until  their  latter  kings. 


CHAPTER  VIIL 

Of  the  death  of  Jacob  and  Joseph, 

\%  1.  Now*  when  Jacob  had  lived  seventeen  years  in  Egjpt, 

I  he  fell  into  a  disease,  and  JitHl,  in  the  presence  of  his  sons; 

but  not  till  he  made  his  prayers  for  their  enjoying  prosperity, 
land  till  he  had  foretold  to  them  prophetically  how  every 
lone  of  them  was  to  dwell  in  the  land  of  Canaan.  But  this 
[happened  many  years  afterward.  He  also  enlarged  upon 
I  the  praises  of  Joseph  P;  how  he  had  not  remembered  the 
I  evil  doings  of  his  brethren  to  their  disadvantage;  nay,  on 

the  contrary,  was  kind  to  them,  bestowing  upon  them  so 
I  tnany  benefits,  as  seldom  are  bestowed  on  men's  own  bene- 
[factors.  He  then  commanded  his  own  sons  that  they 
Lshoidd  admit  Joseph's  sons,  Ephraim  and  Manasseh,  into 
itheir  number,  rind  divide  the  land  of  Canaan  in  common 
[ivitli  them ;  concerning  whom  wx  shall  treat  hereafter, 
[However,  he  made  it  his  request,  that  he  might  be  bnried 
[ftt  Hebron.     So  he  died,  when  he  had  lived  full  a  hundred 

JosepKus  supposes,  that  Joseph  noir  restored  the  Egyptions  their  landx  »g;tiff, 
kipoii  the  ptyment  of  a  fifth  part  is  tribute.  It  seems  to  mc  mther  that  Uie  liii4 
Iwas  Qow  con&tderedi  as  Pharaoh's  land,  and  \\m  filth  put  as  itA  rerit^  lo  be  pai4 
lio  him,  as  be  was  their  landlord,  and  they  Xim  lenant^. ;  and  ihal  the  Uads^  were 
rttot  properly  restored,  and  this  Rfth  part  reaerved  as  tribute  only,  liH  the  dajs  of 
|.6eso8trifl.    See  F^&sayoo  the  Old  lestdmefit.  Append.  148,  149. 

I*  As  to  this  encomium  itpon  Joseph,  as  preparatory  to  Jacob^ii  adopting  Bphrmim 
'«tid  Manasseh  into  hU  own  fAmiJy,  and  to  Im*  adniilli^d  for  two  tribes*  which  Jo* 
ftcphus  here  mentions,  all  our  copies  of  Genesis  ouni  ii,  eh,  xlvui.;  nor  do  ii« 
ihQvv  ivhcncc  he  took  il,  or  wlii^ther  it  be  doI  his  ohq  embclli£ihm«Qt  otil^. 
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and  fifty  years,  three  only  abated,  having  not  been  behind 
any  of  his  ancestors  in  piety  towards  God;  and  having  such 
a  recompense  for  it,  as  it  was  fit  those  shoukl  have  who 
were  so  good  as  these  were.  But  Joseph,  by  tne  king's 
permission,  carried  his  father*s  dead  body  to  Hebron,  and 
there  buried  it  at  a  great  expense.  Now  his  brethren  were 
at  first  unwilling  to  return  back  with  him,  because  they 
'  rere  afraid  lest,  now  their  father  was  dead,  he  should  punish 
Tiem  for  their  secret  practices  against  him ;  since  he  was 
ow  gone,  for  whose  sake  he  had  been  so  gracious  to  them. 
>ut  he  persuaded  them  to  fear  no  harm,  and  to  entertain  no 
ispicions  of  him:  so  he  brought  them  along  with  him,  and 
live  them  great  possessions,  and  never  left  otF  his  particular 
ancern  for  them* 

2*  Joseph  also  died  when  he  had  lived  a  hundred  and 

en  years ;  having  been  a  man  of  admirable  virtue,  and  con- 

[!ting  all  his  atfairs  by  the  rules  of  reason ;  and  used  his 

ithority  with  moderation,  which  was  the  cause  of  his  so 

reat   felicity  among  the   Egyptians,  even  when  he  came 

irom  another  country,  and  tliat  in  such  ill  circumstances 

>,  as  we  have  already  described.     At  length  his  brethren 

ied,  after  they  had  lived  happily  in  Egypt.     Now  the  pos- 

rity  and  sons  of  these  men  after  some  time  carried  their 

lies,  and  buried  them  at  Hebron:  but  as  to  the  bones  of 

loseph,  they  carried  them  into  the  land  of  Canaan  after- 

rard,  when  the  Hebrews  went  out  of  Egypt;  for  so  had 

Joseph  made  them  promise  him  upon  oath.    But  what  became 

'  every  one  of  these  men,  and  by  what  toils  they  got  the 

session  of  the  land  of  Canaan,  shall  be  showed  hereafter, 

^hen  I  have  first  explained  upon  what  account  it  was  that 

they  left  Egypt. 


CHAPTER  IX- 

hncerning  (he  /tffiiciians  that  befell  the  Hebrews  in  Egypt , 
during  four  hundred  i/earif\ 

1.  Now  it  happened  that  the  Egyptians  grew  delicate  and 

sjy,  as  to  pains-taking,  and  gave  themselves  up  to  other 

pleasures,  and  in  particular  to  the  love  of  gain.     They  also 

'  ^ame  very  ill  affected  towards  the  Hebrews,  as  touched 

ith  envy  at  their  prosperity  :  for  when  they  saw  how  the 

tion  of  the  Israelites  nourished,  and  were  become  emhient 
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At  to  ihc  affliction  of  Abrabim's  posterily  for  400  yesrs,  see  Anlki*  Book  F. 

f,  %.  i  .1.     Aiiil  »«  to  wli.1t  riiie*  Oiey  built  in  Egypl  under  Pharaoh  Seso!itri8p 

of  l^»rmoU  StMJUns'a  drowiiing  in  ihe  R«d  Sea,  >c«  Eflsey  on  the  Old  lest. 
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i  already  in  plenty  of  wealthy  which  they  had  acquired  by 

llieir  virtue  and  natural  love  of  labour,  they  thought  their 

Increase  was  to  their  own  detriment.     And  having  in  length 

[of  time  forgotten  the  benefits  they  had  received  from  Joseph, 

[particularly  the  crown  being  now  come  into  another  family, 

I  they  became  very  abusive  to  the  Israelites,  and  contrived 

tmany  ways  of  afflicting  them ;   for   tbey  enjoined   them  to 

[cut  a  great  number  of  channels  for  the  river,  and  to  build 

I  walls  for  their  cities  and  ramparts,  that  they  might  restrain 

Jthe  river,  and  hinder  its  waters  from  stagnating,  upon  ita 

I  Tunning  over  its  own  banks:  they  set  them  also  to  build  pyra- 

I  mids  \  and  by  all  this  wore  them  out ;  and  forced  theui  to 

[  learn  all  surts  of  mechanical  arts,  and  to  accustom  themselves 

\  to  hard  labour.     And  four  hundred  years  did  they  spend 

I  under  these  afflictions;  for  they  strove  one  against  the  other 

I  which  should  get  the  mastery,  the  Egyptians  desiring  to 

destroy  the  Inraelites  by  these  labours,  and  the  Israelites 

desiring  to  hold  out  to  the  end  under  them. 

2,  While  the  alUurs  of  the  Hebrews  were  in  this  condition, 
there  was  this  occasion  offered  itself  to  the  Egyptians,  which 
made  them  more  solicitous  for  the  extinction  of  our  nation* 
One  of  those  sacred  scribes  *,  who  are  very  sagacious  in 
foretelling  future  events  truly,  told  the  king,  that  about  this 
time  tliere  would  a  child  be  born  to  the  Israelites,  who,  if 
he  were  reared,  would  bring  the  Egyptian  dominion  low, 
and  would  raise  the  Israelites ;  that  he  would  excel  all  men 
in  virtue,  and  obtain  a  glory  that  would  be  remembered 
through  all  ages.  Which  thing  was  so  feared  by  the  king* 
that  according  to  this  man's  opinion,  he  commanded  that 
they  should  cast  every  male  child  which  was  born  to  the 
Israelites,  into  the  river,  and  destroy  it ;  that  besides  thia^ 
the  Egyptian  midwives  *  should  watch  the  labours  of  the 
Hebrew  women,  and  observe  what  is  born,  for  those  were 

'  Of  this  building  of  the  pyramids  of  Egypt  by  tb«  Uraelites,  see  Feriioniitf. 
Orig,  ^l!!^gyptiac*  cbup*  xx\t  It  is  doI  impos&ible  tbey  might  build  one  or  tnoreof 
tbc  small  ones,  but  tbe  large  ones  seem  much  later.  Only*  if  tbey  be  all  built  of 
itefie,  lbi»  do«s  not  so  well  agree  with  the  IsraeHiet'  labours,  wbicb  are  said  to 
have  been  ia  brick,  and  not  in  atone^  as  Mr.  Sandys  observes  in  his  Travels* 
p.  127.  128. 

■  Dr.  Bernard  inforrui  us  here,  that  instead  of  this  sinele  priest  or  prophet  of  (b« 
£g}'ptiaQs,  without  a  niirne  in  Josephus,  the  Targum  of  Jonathan  names  the  two 
famous  antagonists  of  Moses^  Jann«s  and  Jamhres.  Nor  is  it  at  all  unlikdy,  thtt 
It  might  be  one  of  these  who  foreboded  ao  much  misery  to  tbts  Egypttansp  and  sd 
much  happiness  to  the  Iiraebtcft,  from  the  rearing  of  Moses. 

'  Joseph  us  is  clear  that  these  midwives  were  I*lgyptiaDs,  and  not  Israelites,  as  ia 
our  other  copies  ;  which  h  very  probable,  it  being  not  easily  to  bo  supposed*  that 
Pharaab  could  trust  the  Israelite  inidwiTe«  to  execute  so  barbarous  a 


I 
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against  their  own  nation.  Consult,  therefore,  and  correct  hence,  our  ordinary  copies^ 
Kxod.  i*  15,  22.  And,  indeed,  Joiephua  msems  lohave  had  much  completer  copies 
of  the  Fenlaleucb.  or  other  authentic  records  now  lost,  about  the  birth  and  aclioas 
of  Moses,  than  cither  our  Hebrew,  Samaritan,  or  tjreetc  Bibles  aJlord  us^  which 
enabled  hin\  to  be  so  large  and  particular  about  him. 
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t^  ma  who  were  enjoined  to  do  the  ofHce  of  midwives 

t«  ;  and  by  reason  of  their  relation  to  the  king,  would 

t  transgress  his  commands.  He  enjoined  also,  that  if  any 
rents  should  disobey  him,  and  venture  to  spare  their  male 
hitdren  alive  ",  they  and  their  families  should  be  destroy ed» 
"his  was  a  severe  affliction  indeed  to  those  that  suffered  it, 
t  only  as  they  were  deprived  of  their  sons,  and,  while  they 
•were  the  parents  themselves,  they  were  obliged  to  he  sub- 
iervtent  to  the  destruction  of  their  own  children,  but  as  it 
was  to  be  supposed  to  tend  to  the  extirpation  of  their  nation, 
while  upon  the  destruction  of  their  children,  and  their  own 
gradual  dissolution,  the  calamity  would  become  very  hard 
and  inconsolable  to  them.  And  this  was  the  ill  state  they 
were  in.  But  no  one  can  he  too  hard  for  the  purpose  of 
id,  though  he  contrive  ten  thousand  subtle  devices  for 
t  end;  for  this  child,  whom  the  sacred  scribe  foretold, 
was  brought  up  and  concealed  from  the  observers  appointed 
by  the  king ;  and  he  that  foretold  him  did  not  mistake  in 
toe  consequences  of  his  preservation,  which  were  brought 
to  pass  after  the  manner  folh>wing. 
8.  A  man  whose  name  w*as  Amram,  one  of  the  nobler  sort 
tlie  Hebrews,  was  afraid  for  his  whole  nation,  lest  it 
ould  fail,  by  the  want  of  young  men  to  be  brought  up 
reafter,  and  was  very  uneasy  at  it,  his  wife  being  then  with 
and  he  knew  not  what  to  do.  Hereupon  he  betook 
_  If  to  prayer  to  God  ;  and  CTitreated  him  to  have  com- 
passion on  those  men  who  had  no- ways  transgressed  the  laws 
of  his  worship,  and  to  afford  them  deliverance  from  the 

*  eries  they  at  that  time  endured,  and  to  render  abortive 
IT  enemies'  hopes   of  the   destruction  of  their  nation, 

dingly  God  had  mercy  on  him,  iind  was  moved  by  his 

ation.     He  stood  by  him  in  his  sleep,  and  exhorted 

it  to  despair  of  his  future  favours.     He  said  further, 

«t  he  did  not  forget  their  piety  towards  him,  and  would 

ways  reward  them  for  it,  as  he  had  formeTly  granted  his 

TOttr  to  their  forefathers,  and  made  them  increase  from  a 

to  Bo  great  a  multitude*     He  put  him  in  mind,  tlmt 

en  Abraham  was  come  alone  out  of  Mesopotamia  into 

aan,  he  had  been  made  happy,  not  only  in  other  respects, 

that  when  his  wife  was  at  first  barren,  she  was  afterwards 

iiim  enabled  to  conceive  seed,  and  bear  him  sons.     That 

lefl  to  Ismael  and  to  his  posterity,  the  country  of  Arabia; 

also  to  his  sons  by  Keturah,  Troglodytis :  and  to  IsaaCi 

n*      That  by  my  assistance,  said  he,  he  did  great 

•  Of  ihis  grandfather  of  Sesostria,  Hamesses  ihe  Great,  who  ilew  the  Isnielita 
lolttltt  stud  of  tlie  ioscripLoD  oa  his  obelisk^  eontamlug.  in  my  opinion,  one  of  the 
•Iteil  r«cordU  of  niankJDa^  see  Essay  on  Itie  Old  Test  Append,  p.  13D,  I4d»  147* 
liT— 2^0. 


140  ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS,     [book  n. 

exploits  in  war,  which,  unless  you  be  yourselves  impious* 
you  must  still  remember.  As  for  Jacob,  he  became  well 
known  to  strangers  also,  by  the  greatness  of  that  prosperity 
in  which  he  lived,  and  left  to  his  sons,  who  came  into  Egypt 
I  with  no  more  than  seventy  souls,  while  you  are  now  become 
above  six  hundred  thousand.  Know,  therefore,  that  I  shall 
provide  for  you  all  in  common  what  is  for  your  good,  and 
particukirly  for  thyself  what  shall  make  thee  fanjous ;  for 
that  child,  out  of  dread  of  whose  nativity  the  Egyptians 
Iiave  doomed  the  Israelite  children  to  destruction,  shall  he 
this  child  of  thine,  and  shall  be  concealed  from  those  who 
watch  to  destroy  him :  and  when  he  is  brought  up  in  a 
surprising  way,  he  shall  deUver  the  Hebrew  nation  from  the 
distress  they  are  under  from  the  Egyptians.  His  memory 
I  fihall  be  ftinious  while  the  world  lasts;  and  this  not  only 
among  the  Hebrews,  but  foreigners  also.  All  which  shall 
be  the  etiect  of  my  favour  to  thee,  and  to  thy  posterity-  He 
shidi  abo  have  such  a  brother  that  he  shall  himself  obtain 
my  priesthood,  and  his  posterity  shall  have  it  after  him  to 
the  end  of  the  world. 

4.  When  the  vision  had  informed  him  of  these  things, 

Amram  awaked  and  told  it  to  Jochebed,  who  was  his  wife. 

And  now  the  fear  increased  upon  them  on  account  of  the 

prediction  in  Amram's  dream;  for  they  were  under  concern, 

not  only  for  the  child,  but  on  account  of  the  great  happiness 

that  was  to  come  to  him  also.     However,  the  mother's  labour 

was  such  as  afforded  a  confirmation  to  what  was  foretold 

I  by  God,  for  it  was  not  known  to  those  that  watched  her, 

I  by  the  easiness  of  her  pains,  and  because  the   tliroes  of 

her   delivery  did  not  fall  upon   her  witli   violence.     And 

now  they  nourished  the  child  at  home  privately  for  three 

months;  but  after  that  time  Amram,  fearing  he  should  be 

discovered,  and    by   falling   under  the  kings  displeasure, 

,  both  he  and  his  child  should  perish,  and  so  he  should  make 

I  the  promise  of  God  of  none  eftect,  he  determined  rather  to 

I  trust  the  safety  and  core  of  the  child  to  God,  than  to  depend 

I  on  his  own  concealment  of  him,  which  he  looked  upon  as  a 

'  thing  uncertain,  and  whereby  both  the  child  so  privately  to   ^ 

he  nonrished,  and  himself,  should  be  in  imminent  danger;  ■ 

but  he  believed  that  God  woold  some  way  for  certain  procure  ■ 

the  safety  of  the  child,  in  order  to  secure  the  truth  of  his 

Own  predictions.     When  they  had  thus   determined,  they 

made  an  ark  of  bulrushes,  after  the  manner  of  a  cradle,  and 

of  a  bigness  sufficient  for  an  infant  to  be  laid  in,  without 

I  being  too  straitened  :  they  then  daubed  it  over  with  slime, 

[^which  would  naturally  keep   out  the  water  from   entering 

between  the  bulrushes,  and  put  the  infant  into  it,  and  setting 

it  afloat  upon  the  river,  they  left  its  preservation  to  God ; 
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the  river  received  the  child,  and  carried  him  along.     But 

^[iriam,  the  child*s  sisteiv  passed  along  upon  the  hank  over 

gainst  him,  as  her  mother  had  bid  her,  to  see  whither  the 

Ijirk  wouUl  be  carried;  where  God  demonstrated,  that  human 

f^isdom  was  nothing,  but  that  the  Supreme  Being  is  able  to 

lo  whatsoever  he  pleases:  that  those  wlio,  in  order  to  their 

iwn  security,  condemn  others  to  destruction,  and  use  great 

'  gavours  about  it,  fail  of  their  purpose ;  but  that  others 

I  a  surprising  manner  preserved,  and  obtain  a  prosperous 

idition  ahnost  from  the  very  midst  of  their  calamities; 

&se,  I  mean,  whose  dangers  arise  by  the  appointment  of 

And,  indeed  such  a  providence  was  exercised  in  the 

of  ibis  child,  as  showed  the  power  of  God, 

5.  Tliermuthis  was  the  kings  daugliter.  She  was  now 
liverting  herself  by  the  banks  of  the  river;  and  seeing  a 

radle  borne  along  by  the  current,  she  sent  some  that  could 

rim,  and  bid  them  bring  the  cradle  to  her.     When  those 

bat  were  sent  on  this  errand,  came  to  her  with  the  cradle, 

and  she  saw  the  little  child,  she  was  greatly  in  love  with  it, 

on  account  of  its  largeness  and  beauty;  for  God  had  taken 

such  great  care  in  the  formation  of  Moses,  that  he  caused 

bim  to  be  thought  worthy  of  bringing  up^  and  providing  for, 

by  all  those  that  had  taken  the  most  fatal  resolutions,  on 

account  of  the  dread  of  his  nativity,  for  the  destruction  of 

^^he  rest  of  the  Hebrew  nation*     Thermuthis  bid  them  bring 

^■ler  a  woman  that  might  afford  her  breast  to  the  child ;  yet 

^Kould  not  the  child  admit  of  her  breast,  but  turned  away 

^^p-om   it,  and  did   the   like    to    many  other  women.     Now 

^Kliriam  was  by  when  this  happened,  not  to  appear  to  be 

^^here  on  purpose,  but  only  as  staying  to  see  the  child ;  and 

the  8ftid»  **  It  is  in  vain  that  thou,  O  queen,  calJest  for  these 

stnen  for  the  nourishing  of  the  child,  who  are  no  way  of  kin 

it ;  but  still,  if  tliou  wilt  order  one  of  the  Hebrew  women 

be  brought,  perhaps  it  may  admit  the  breast  of  one  of  its 

jwn  nation/'     Now  since  she  seemed  to  speak  well,  Ther- 

nuthis  bid  her  procure  such  a  one,  and  to  bring  one  of  those 

lebrew  women  that  gave  suck.     So  when  she  had  such 

ilbority  given  her,  she  came  back  and  brought  the  mother, 

rfao  was  known  to  nobody  there.     And  now  the  child  gladly 

aitted  the  breast,  and  seemed  to  stick  close  to  it ;  and  so 

was,  that,  at  the  queen's  desire,  the  nursing  of  the  child 

Fas  entirely  intrusted  to  the  mother. 

6.  Hereupon  it  was  that  Thermuthis  imposed  this  name 
Mouses  upon  him,  from  what  had  happened  when  he  was 
^ut  into  the  river;  for  the  Egyptians  call  the  water  by  the 

ime  of  Mo,  and  such  as  are  saved  out  of  it,  by  the  name  of 
Jaea;  so  by  putting  these  two  words  together,  they  imposed 
11$  name  upon  him.     And  he  was  by  the  confession  of  all, 
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according  to  God's  prediction,  as  well  for  bis  greatness  of 
mind,  as  for  his  contempt  of  difficulties,  the  best  of  all  the 
Hebrews;  for  Abraham  was  his  ancestor  of  the  seventh 
generation.  For  Moses  was  the  son  of  Amram,  who  was 
the  son  of  Caath,  whose  father  Levi  was  the  son  of  Jacob, 
who  was  the  son  of  Isaac,  who  was  the  son  of  Abraham. 
Now  Moses's  understanding  became  superior  to  his  ace, 
nay,  far  beyond  that  standard ;  and  when  he  was  taught,  he 
discovered  greater  quickness  of  apprehension  than  was  usual 
at  his  age,  and  his  actions  at  that  time  promised  greater, 
when  he  should  come  to  the  age  of  a  man.  God  did  also 
give  him  that  tallness,  when  he  was  but  three  years  old,  as 
was  wonderful.  And  for  his  beauty,  there  was  nobody  so 
unpolite,  as,  when  they  saw  Moses,  they  were  not  greatly 
surprised  at  the  beauty  of  his  countenance:  nay,  it  happened 
frequently,  that  those  that  met  him  as  he  was  carried  along 
the  road,  were  obliged  to  turn  again  upon  seeing  the  child; 
that  they  left  what  they  were  about,  and  stood  still  a  great 
while  to  look  on  him,  for  the  beauty  of  the  child  was  so 
remarkable  and  natural  to  him  on  many  accounts,  that  it 
detained  the  spectators,  and  made  them  stay  longer  to  look 
upon  him. 

7.  Thermuthis,  therefore,  perceiving  him  to  be  so  remark- 
able a  child,  adopted  him  for  her  son,  having  no  child  of 
her  own.  And  when  one  time  she  had  carried  Moses  to 
her  father,  she  showed  him  to  him,  and  said,  she  thought  to 
make  him  her  father's  successor,  if  it  should  plea&e  God  she 
should  have  no  legitimate  child  of  her  own ;  and  said  to  him 
"  I  have  brought  up  a  child  who  is  of  a  divine  form  *,  and 
of  a  generous  mind ;  and  as  I  have  received  him  from  the 
bounty  of  the  river,  in  a  wonderful  manner,  I  thought  proper 
to  adopt  him  for  my  son,  and  the  heir  of  thy  kingdom." 
And  when  she  had  said  this,  she  put  the  infant  into  her 
father*s  hands :  so  he  took  him,  and  hugged  him  close  to 
his  breast;  and,  on  his  daughter's  account,  in  a  pleasant 
way,  put  his  diadem  upon  his  head ;  but  Moses  threw  it 
down  to  the  ground,  and,  in  a  puerile  mood,  he  wreathed  it 
round,  and  trod  upon  it  with  his  feet,  which  seemed  to  bring 
along  with  it  an  evil  presage  concerning  the  kingdom  of 
£g}'pt.  But  when  the  sacred  scribe  saw  this  (he  was  the 
same  person  who  foretold  that  his  nativity  would  bring  the 
dominion  of  this  kingdom  low),  he  made  a  violent  attempt  to 
kill  him;  and  crying  out  in  a  frightful  manner,  he  said, 
*^  This,  O  king !  this  child  is  he  of  whom  God  foretold,  that 
if  we  kill  him  we  shall  be  in  no  danger ;  he  himself  affords 

'  What  Josephus  here  says  of  the  beauty  of  Moses,  that  he  was  of  a  divine  fona, 
is  very  like  what  St.  Stephen  says  of  the  same  beautr,  that  Moses  was  beautiful  in 
the  sight  of  God  ;  Acts»  vii.  20. 
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attestation  to  the  prediction  of  the  same  thing,  by  his 

(Iplliig    upon    thy  government,   and  treading  upon   thy 

lem*     Take  him,  therefore,  out  of  the  way,  and  deliver 

Egyptians  from  the  fear  they  are  in  about  liim  ;  and 

deprive  the  Hebrews  of  the  hope  they  have  of  being  en- 

Icotiraged  by  him."  But  Thermuthis  prevented  him,  and 
snatched  the  child  away.  And  the  king  was  not  hasty  to 
ulay  him,  God  liimself,  whose  providence  protected  Moses, 
inclining  the  king  to  spare  him.  He  was  therefore  educated 
Rrith  great  care-  So  the  Hebrews  depended  on  him,  and 
were  of  good  hopes  that  great  things  would  be  done  by  him; 
but  the  Egyptians  were  suspicious  of  what  would  follow 
^^ucli  his  education.  Yet  because,  if  Moses  had  been  slain, 
^■llierewasno  one,  either  akin  or  adopted,  tliat  had  any  oracle 
^B^n  his  side,  for  pretending  to  the  crown  of  Egypt,  and  likely 
^■o  be  of  greater  advantage  to  them,  they  abstained  from 
■      killing  him- 


CHAPTER  X. 

How  Moses  made  war  with  the  Eihiopians* 

4  K  Moses  therefore,  when  he  was  born,  and  brought  up 
n  the  foregoing  manner,  and  came  to  the  age  of  maturity, 
made  his  virtue  manifest  to  the  Egyptians;  and  showed, 
that  he  was  born  for  the  bringing  them  down,  and  raising  the 
Israelites.  And  the  occasion  he  laid  hold  of  was  this:  the 
Ethiopians,  who  are  next  neighbours  to  the  Egyptians, 
fiiade  an  inroad  into  their  country,  which  they  seized  upon, 
and  carried  off  the  effects  of  the  Egyptians,  who,  in  their 
raire,  fought  against  them,  and  revenged  the  affronts  they 
bad  received  from  them;  but,  being  overcome  in  battle, 
aoQie  of  them  were  slain,  and  the  rest  ran  away  in  a  shameful 
mamier,  and  by  that  means  saved  themselves ;  whereupon 
the  Ethiopians  followed  after  them  in  the  pursuit,  and 
I  thinking  that  it  would  be  a  mark  of  cowardice  if  they  did 
not  subdue  all  Egypt,  they  went  on  to  subdue  the  rest  with 
greater  vehemence;  and  when  they  had  tasted  the  sweets  of 
the  country,  they  never  left  off  the  prosecution  of  the  war; 
and  as  the  nearest  parts  had  not  courage  enough  at  first  to 
light  with  them,  they  proceeded  as  far  as  Memphis,  and  the 
sea  itself,  while  not  one  of  the  cities  were  able  to  oppose 
them.  The  Egyptians,  under  this  sad  oppression,  betook 
themselves  to  their  oracles  and  prophecies  :  and  when  God 
had  given  them  this  counsel,  to  make  use  of  Moses  the 
Hebrew,  and  take  his  assistance,  the  king  commanded  his 
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daughter  to  produce  him,  that  he  might  be  the  general^  of 
their  army*  Upon  which,  when  she  had  made  bim  swear  he 
irould  do  him  no  harm,  she  dehvered  him  to  tlie  king,  and 
supposed  his  assistance  would  be  of  great  advantage  to  them* 
She  withal  reproached  the  priest,  who,  when  they  had  before 
admonished  the  Egyptians  to  kill  him,  was  not  ashamed  now 
[to  own  their  want  of  his  help. 

2.  So  Moses,  at  the  persuasion  both  of  Thcrmuthis  and 

the  king  himself,  cheerfully  undertook  the  business:  and  the 

sacred  scribes  of  both  nations  were  glad :   those  of  the 

Egyptians,  that  they  should  at  once  overcome  their  enemiei 

by  his  valour,  and  that  by  the  same  piece  of  managemedt 

Moses  W'Ould  be  slain;  but  those  of  the  Hebrews,  that  they 

should  escape  from  the  Egyptians,  because  Moses  was  to  be 

their  general*     But  Moses  prevented  the  enemies,  and  took 

I  ,and  led  his  army  before  those  enemies  were  apprised  of  his 

attacking  them ;  for  he  did  not  march  by  the  river,  but  by 

land,    where   he   gave   a    wonderful    demonstration   of  his 

sagacity,  for  when  the  ground  was  difficult  to  be  passed 

over,  because  of  the  multitude  of  serpents,  (which  it  produces 

in  vast  numbers «  and  indeed  is  singular  in  some  of  those 

productions,  which  other  countries  do  not  breed,  and  yet 

fiuch  as  are  worse  than  others  in  power  and  mischief,  and  an 

unusual  fierceness  of  sight,  some  of  which  ascend  out  of  the 

[ground  unseen,  and  also  fly  in  the  air,  and  so  come  upon 

l^ien  at  unawares,  and  do  them  a  miischief,)  Moses  invented  a 

wonderful  stratagem  to  preserve  the  army  safe  and  without 

I  hurt  J   for  he  made  baskets  like  unto  arks,  of  sedge,  and 

filled  them  with  ibes%  and  carried  them  along  with  them; 

hiihich  animal  is  the  greatest  enemy  to  serpents  imaginable, 

[for  tliey  fly  from  them  when  they  come  near  them,  and  as 

[they  fly  they  are  caught  and  devoured  by  them,  as  if  it  w*ere 

I  done  by  the  harts  ;  but  the  ibes  are  tame  creatures^  and  only 

enemies  to  the  serpentine  kind.     But  about  these  ibes  I  say 

I  tio  more  at  present,  since  the  Greeks  are  not  themselves^un 

icquainted  with  this  sort  of  bird.     As  soon,  thereforest  as 

f  This  history  ol  Moses,  as  g«Qer&l  of  tbe  E^yptiaos  agsiost  the  FthiopiiAt.it 
wholly  omlUed  in  our  Bibles,  but  is  thus  citecT  hy  Ireovus.  from  Joiephua,  tiad 
that  soon  afler  iiis  own  age:  '*  JoscphuB  saySp  that  when  Moses  was  ooarisbed  ia 
the  king's  palace,  he  was  appointed  g:enera1  of  the  army  agaiost  the  EthiopiaQs, 
aod  GODquerei]  them,  when  tie  married  that  king's  daughter;  because,  out  of  her  ' 
ijTection  Tor  him.  she  delivered  the  city  up  to  him/'  See  tbe  fragmenK^  of  IreDvuf, 
ap.  edit.  Grab,  p,  472.  Nor  perhaps  did  St.  Stephen  refer  to  any  thing  else,  whea 
he  said  of  Moses,  before  he  was  sent  by  Uod  to  the  Israelites,  that  he  was  not  only 
learned  In  all  the  wisdom  of  the  Egyptians,  but  was  also  mighty  in  words  and  ia 
deeds;  Acts.  vii.  2'2.  i 

■  Pliny  speaks  of  these  birds  called  Ibes,  and  says«  *'  The  Egyptians  invoked  llvsm 
against  the  ^rpents,*^  Hist.  Nat.  Book  X.  ch.  2fi.  Strnbo  spciiks  of  this  islaod 
Meroe,  and  ihc^e  rivers  A^tapus  and  Astaboras^  Book  X  VL  p.  771 ,  786,  and  Book 
XVII,  p.  821. 
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Moses  was  come  to  the  land  which  was  the  breeder  of  these 
serpents,  he  let  loose  the  ihes,  and  by  their  means  repelled 
lie  serpentine  kind,  and  used  them  for  his  assistants  before 
be  army  came  upon  that  ground.  When  he  had  tlierefore 
roceeded  thus  on  his  journey,  he  came  upon  the  Ethiopians 
jfore  they  expected  him;  and,  joining  battle  with  them,  he 
them,  and  deprived  them  of  the  hopes  they  had  of 
PS8  against  the  Egyptians,  and  went  on  in  overthrowing 
brir  cities,  and  indeed  made  a  great  slaughter  of  these 
'  hiopians.  Now  when  the  Egyptian  army  had  once  tasted 
'  this  prosperous  success,  by  the  means  of  Moses,  they  did 
lot  slacken  their  diligence,  insomuch  that  the  Ethiopians 
were  in  danger  of  being  reduced  to  slavery,  and  all  sorts  of 
ion-  And  at  length  they  retired  to  Saba,  which  waa 
rity  of  Ethiopia,  which  Cambyses  afterwards  named 
?,  after  the  name  of  his  own  sister.  The  place  was  to 
besieged  with  very  great  difficulty,  since  it  was  both 
encoiapiissed  by  the  Nile  quite  round,  and  the  other  rivers, 
Afiaints  and  Astabnras,  made  it  a  very  difficult  thing  for 
Mdi  lu  attempted  to  pass  over  theoi ;  for  the  city  was  situate 
ill  a  retired  place,  and  was  inhabited  after  the  manner  of  an 
kland,  being  encompassed  with  a  strong  wall,  and  having 
the  rivers  to  guard  them  from  their  enemies,  and  having 
great  ramparts  between  the  wall  and  the  rivers,  insomuch, 
that  when  the  waters  came  with  tlie  greatest  violence  it  can 
never  be  drowned ;  which  ramparts  make  it  next  to  impos- 
•Hlle  for  even  euch  as  are  gotten  over  the  rivers,  to  take  the 
city.  However,  while  Moses  was  uneasy  at  the  army's  lying 
Ifc  (for  the  enemies  durst  not  come  to  a  battle),  this  accident 
ippened  :  Tharbis  was  the  dau(?hter  of  the  king  of  the 
liopians;  she  happened  to  see  liloses  as  he  led  the  army 
to  the  walls,  and  fought  with  great  courage;  and 
ring  the  subtlety  of  his  undertakings,  and  believing  him 
the  author  of  the  Egyptians'  success,  when  they  had 
despaired  of  recovering  their  liberty,  and  to  be  the 
of  the  great  danger  the  Ethiopians  were  in,  when 
ihey  had  before  boasted  of  their  great  achievements,  she  fell 
deeply  in  love  with  him;  and  upon  the  prevalency  of  thiit 
imn,  sent  to  him  the  most  faithful  of  all  her  8ervants  to 
irse  with  him  upon  their  marriage*  He  thereupon 
;>Ced  the  offer,  on  condition  she  would  procure  the 
pring  up  of  the  city ;  and  gave  her  the  assurance  of  an 
to  take  her  to  his  wife,  and  that  when  he  had  once 
uken  possession  of  the  city,  he  would  not  break  his  oath  to 
her.  No  sooner  was  the  agreement  made,  but  it  took  effect 
nmiediately ;  and  when  Moses  had  cut  off  the  Ethiopians, 
he  gave  thanks  to  God,  and  consummated  his  marriage,  and 
kd  ihe  Egyptians  back  to  their  own  land. 
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CHAPTER  XL 

How  Moses  ^ed  out  of  Egypt  into  Midian, 

S  1 .  Now  the  Egyptians  after  they  had  beea  preserved  by 
Moses,  entertained  a  hatred  to  hiin^  and  were  very  eager  tn 
compassing  their  designs  against  him,  as  suspecting  that  he 
would  take  occasion  from  his  good  success  to  raise  a  sedi- 
tion, and  bring  innovations  into  Egypt ;  and  told  the  king 
lie  ouglit  to  be  slain »  The  king  had  also  some  intentions  of 
himself  to  the  same  purpose,  and  this  as  well  out  of  envy  at 
his  glorious  expedition  at  the  head  of  his  army,  as  out  of 
fear  of  being  brought  low  by  hbn;  and  being  instigated  by 
the  sacred  scribes,  he  was  ready  to  undertake  to  kill  Moses* 
But  when  he  had  learned  beforehand  uhat  plots  there  were 
against  him,  he  went  away  privately  ;  and  because  the  public 
roads  were  watched,  he  took  his  flight  through  the  deserts, 
and  where  his  enemies  could  not  suspect  he  would  travel ; 
and,  though  he  was  destitute  of  food,  he  went  on,  and  de- 
spised that  difficulty  courageously.  And  when  he  came  to 
the  city  Midian,  which  lay  upon  the  Red  sea,  and  was  so  de- 
nominated from  one  of  Abraham* s  sons  by  Keturah,  he  sat 
upon  a  certain  well,  and  rested  himself  there  after  his 
laborious  journey,  and  the  aflhction  he  had  been  in.  It  was 
not  far  from  the  city ;  and  the  time  of  the  day  was  noon, 
where  he  had  an  occasion  offered  him  by  the  custom  of  the 
country,  of  doing  what  recommended  his  virtue,  and  afforded 
him  an  opportunity  of  bettering  his  circumstances, 

2*  For  that  country  having  but  little  water,  the  shepherds 
used  to  seize  on  the  wells  before  others  came,  lest  their 
flocks  should  want  water;  and  lest  it  should  be  spent  by 
others  before  they  came.  There  were  now  come  therefore 
to  this  well,  seven  sisters  that  wTre  virgins,  the  daughters  of 
Raguel  a  priest,  and  one  thought  worthy  by  the  people  of 
the  country  of  great  honour:  these  virgins,  who  took  care 
of  their  father's  flocks,  which  sort  of  work  it  was  customary 
and  very  familiar  for  women  to  do  in  the  country  of  the 
Troglodytes,  they  came  first  of  all,  and  drew  water  out  of 
the  well  in  a  quantity  sufficient  for  their  flocks,  into  troughs, 
which  were  made  for  the  reception  of  that  w^ater.  But  wfien 
the  shepherds  came  upon  the  maidens,  and  drove  them 
away,  that  they  might  have  the  command  of  the  waters 
themselves,  Moses,  tjiioking  it  would  be  a  terrible  reproach 
upon  him  if  he  overlooked  the  young  women  under  unjust 
oppres.sion,  and  should  suffer  the  violence  of  the  men  to 
prevail  over  the  right  of  the  maidens,  he  drove  away  the 
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men,  who  had  a  mind  to  more  than  their  share,  and  afforded 
a  proper  assistance  to  the  women ;  who»  when  they  had  re- 
ceived such  a  henefit  from  him»  came  to  their  father,  and 
told  him  how  they  had  heen  affronted  hy  the  shepherds, 
and  assisted  hy  a  stranger,  and  entreated  that  )ie  would  not 
let  this  generous  action  be  done  in  vain,  nor  go  without  a 
reward.  Now  the  lather  took  it  well  from  his  daughters 
that  they  were  so  desirous  to  reward  their  benefactor ;  and 
bid  them  bring  Moses  into  his  presence,  that  he  might  he 
rewarded  as  he  deserved.  And  when  Moses  came,  he  told 
him  what  testimony  his  daughters  hare  to  him,  that  he  had 

sisted  them;  and  tluit,  as  he  admired  him  for  his  virtuet 
said,  that  Moses  had   bestowed  such  his  assistance  on 

rsons  not  insensible  of  henefits,  but  where  they  were  both 
ible  and  wilhng  to  return  the  kindness,  and  even  to  exceed 
the  measure  of  his  generosity.  So  he  m;ide  him  his  son, 
mnd  gave  him  one  of  his  daughters  in  marriage ;  and  ap- 
pointed him  to  he  the  superintendent  over  Ids  cattle,  for  of 
old  all  the  wealth  of  the  barbarians  was  in  those  cattle. 


CHAPTER  XIL 
Concerning  the  burning  Bush,  and  the  Rod  of  Moses. 

I  I.  Now  Moses,  when  he  had  obtained  the  favour  of 
Jethro,  for  that  was  one  of  the  names  of  Kaguel,  staid  there 
and  fed  his  fleck  ;  but  some  time  afterward,  taking  his  sta- 
tioa  al  the  mountain  called  Sinai,  he  drove  his  flocks  thither 
Co  feed  them.  Now  ttiis  is  the  highest  of  all  the  mountains 
thereabout,  and  the  best  for  pasturage,  the  herbage  being 
liere  good ;  and  it  had  not  been  before  fed  Upon,  because 
^the  opinion  men  had  that  God  dwelt  there,  the  shepherds 
II  daring  to  ascend  up  to  it.  And  here  it  was  that  a  won- 
&rful  prodigy  happened  to  Moses  ;  for  a  fire  fed  upon  a 
born-bush;  yet  did  the  green  leaves  and  the  flowers  con- 
iiiue  untouched,  and  the  fire  did  not  at  all  consume  the 
iil-branches»  although  the  flame  was  great  and  fierce. 
loses  was  atfVi^hted  at  this  strange  sight,  as  it  was  to  him; 
Bt  he  was  stilt  mnre  astonished  when  the  fire  uttered  a 
Mce,  and  called  to  him  by  name,  and  spake  words  to  him, 
bjF  which  it  signified  to  him  how  bold  he  had  been  in  ven- 
turing to  come  into  a  place  whither  no  man  had  ever  come 
beforet  because  the  place  was  divine  ;  and  advised  him  to 
ferooTe  a  great  way  from  the  flame,  and  to  be  contented 
with  what  he  had  seen  ;  and  though  he  were  himself  a  good 
uukn,  and  the  offspring  of  great  men,  yet  that  be  should  not 
any  farther :  and  he  foretold  to  himt  that  he  should 
liory  and  honour  among  men,  by  tlie  blessing  of  God 
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upon  him.  He  also  comnianded  hiiu  to  go  away  thence 
with  confidence  to  Egypt,  in  order  to  his  being  the  conif 
mander  and  conductor  of  the  body  of  the  Hebrews,  and  to 
his  delivering  his  own  people  from  the  injuries  they  suffered 
there*  *'For,"  said  God»  *'they  shall  inhabit  this  happy 
land  which  your  forefather  Abraham  inhabited,  and  shall 
have  the  enjoyment  of  all  sorts  of  good  things  ;  and  thou  by 
thy  prudence  shalt  guide  them  to  those  good  thingB."  But 
still  he  enjoined  him,  when  he  hod  brought  the  Hebrews 
out  of  the  land  of  Egypt,  to  come  to  that  place,  and  to  offer 
sacrifices  of  thanksgiving  there.  Such  were  the  divine 
oracles  which  were  delivered  out  of  the  fire. 

2.  But  Moses  was  astonished  at  what  he  saw,  and  much 
more  at  what  he  heard ;  and  he  said,  '*  I  think  it  would  be 
an  instance  of  too  great  madness,  O  Lord,  for  one  of  that 
regard  I  bear  to  thee,  to  distrust  thy  power,  since  I  myself 
adore  it,  and  know  that  it  ha.s  been  made  manifest  to  my 
progenitors  :  but  I  am  still  in  doubt  how  I,  who  am  a  private 
man,  and  one  of  no  abilities,  should  either  persuade  my  o-wn 
countrymen  to  leave  the  country  they  now  inhabit,  and  to 
follow  me  to  n  land  whither  I  lead  them;  or,  if  they  should 
be  persuaded,  how  can  1  force  Pharaoh  to  permit  them  to 
depart,  since  they  augment  their  own  wealth  and  prosperity 
by  the  labours  and  works  they  put  upon  them  ?" 

3,  But  God  persuaded  him  to  be  courageous  on  all  occa- 
sions, and  promised  to  be  with  him,  and  to  assist  him  in  his 
words,  when  he  was  to  persuade  men,  and  in  his   deeds 
when  he  was  to  perform  wonders.     He   bid  him  also  to 
take  a  signal  of  the  truth  of  what  he  said,  by  throwing  bi« 
rod  upon  the  ground ;  which  when  he  had  done,  it  crept 
along,  and  was  become  a  serpent,  and  rolled  itself  round  in 
its  folds,  and  erected  its  head,  as  ready  to  revenge  it.^elf  on 
such  as  should  assault  it ;  after  which  it  became  a  rod  again 
as  it  was  before.     After  this  God  hid  Moses  to  put  his  right  | 
hand  into  his  bosom;  he  obeyed,  and  when  he  took  it  out  it 
was  white,  and  in  colour  like  to  chalk,  but  aflerward  it  re- 
turned to  its  wonted  colour  again.     He  also,  upon  God's 
command,  took  some  of  the  water  that  w*tts  near  him,  and 
poured  it  upon  the  ground,  and  saw  the  colour  was  that  of 
blood.     Upon  the  wonder  that  Moses  showed  at  these  sigm^^ 
God  exhorted  him  to  be  of  good  courage,  and  to  be  assured 
that  he  would  be  the  greatest  support  to  him ;  and  hid  him 
make  use  of  those  signs  in  order  to  obtain  belief  among  all 
men,  that  **  thou  art  sent  by  me,  and  dost  all  things  accoraing^^ 
to  my  commands.     Accordingly  I  enjoin  thee  to  make  n 
more  delays,  but  to  make  haste  to  Egy^t,  and  to  travel  nigh 
and  day,  and  not  to  draw  out  the  time,  and  so  make  the  sla- 
very of  tlie  Hebrews,  and  their  sufferings,  to  last  the  l<»igcf ^ 
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4.  Moses  having  now  seen  and  heard  these  wonders,  that 

assured  bim  of  the  truth  of  these  promises  of  God,  had  no 

m  l«»ft  him  to  disbeheve  them:  he  entreated  him  to  grant 

rn  that  power  when  fie  should  be  in  Egypt;  and  besought 

im  to  vouchsafe  him  the  knowledge  of  his  own  name,  and, 

rince  he  had  heard  and  seen  him,  that  he  would  also  tell  him 

his  luime,  that  when  he  offered  sacii6ce  he  might  invoke  him 

such  his  name  in  his  oblations.     Whereupon  God  declared 

bint  his  holy  name,  which  had  never  been  discovered  to 

n  before;  concerning  which  it  is  not  lawful  for  me  to  say 

y  more*.     Now  these  signs  accompanied  Moses,  not  then 

nly,  but  always,  when  he  prayed  for  tliem  :  of  all  which  signa 

attributed  the  firmest  assent  to  the  fire  in  the  bush ;  and 

lieving  that  God  would  be  a  gracious  supporter  to  him,  he 

hoped  he  should  be  able  to  deliver  his  own  nation,  and  bring 

ctlmmities  on  the  Egyptians* 


In.. 


CHAPTER  XIIL 


^^oses  ami  Aaron  returtied  into  Egypt  to  Pharaoh. 

§  K  So  Moses,  when  he  understood  that  the  Pharaoh,  in 
whode  teign  he  fled  away,  was  dead,  asked  leave  of  Raguel 
to  go  to  Egypt,  for  the  benefit  of  his  own  people:  and  he 
took  with  him  Zipporah,  the  daughter  of  Raguel,  whom  he 
had  married,  and  the  children  lie  had  by  her,  Gersom  and 
Sleazar,  and  made  haste  into  Egypt,  Now  the  former  of 
bose  names,  Gersom,  in  the  Hebrew  tongue,  signifies,  that 
I  wjix  in  a  strange  land  ;  and  Eleazar,  tliat,  by  the  assistance 
*lhe  God  of  his  fathers,  he  had  escaped  from  the  Egyptians, 
low  when  they  were  near  the  borders,  Aaron  his  brother, 
the  command  of  God,  met  him,  to  whom  he  declared  what 
befallen  liim  at  the  mtnintsiin,  and  the  commands  that 
lod  had  given  him.  But  as  they  were  going  forward,  the 
SteTnien  among  the  Hebrews,  having  learned  that  they  were 
dtnillg,  met  them ;  to  whom  Moses  declared  the  signa  he 
had  seen;  and  while  they  could  not  believe  them,  he  made 
tbeoi  «ce  them.     So  they  took  courage  at  these  surprising  and 

*  Tills  caporstilious  fear  QfrUicovenDg  the  name  with  Tour  letters,  which  of  lat« 
Wg  Iktte  be«o  iis«d  ftleely  to  proooutice  Jehovab,  but  seemt  to  have  been  origifially 
popQQKieed  J&h<>h,  or  Jao,  i*  never,  I  think,  heard  of  till  tliia  pa&sage  of  Joiephus; 
««4  llik  «U|>er$IUtot].  id  not  pronouticin^  that  name,  has  continued  nmong  lh« 
fUbbtiticaJ  Jews  to  this  day,  (though  whether  the  Samaritans  and  Caraitet  observed 
ll  M  Mt^f  dots  not  appear.)  Jo8ephu«  aUo  durst  not  m%  down  the  very  words  of 
lit  tSD  caoinTT^  "^r  '  •  tM  at  we  shall  »t«  hereafter,  Astiq,  Book  IlLch,  v.^  A.  which 
incTititiou  ^  yet  oot  been  continued  even  b^  the  Rabbins.     It  i»,  hoW' 

Wt  no  doi>i  !>  ihete  cautioua  concealmeolfi  wore  taught  Joacphui  by  th« 

PiiMi*  A  (nnly  oj  tnen  aiooce  very  wicked,  and  veiy  «upcr»titious* 
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unexpected  sights,  and  hoped  well  of  their  entire  deliverance, 
as  believing  now  that  God  took  care  of  their  preservation. 

2.  Since  then  Moses  found  that  the  Hebrews  would  be 
obedient  to  whatsoever  he  should  direct,  as  they  promised  to 
be,  and  were  in  love  with  liberty,  he  came  to  the  king,  who 
had  indeed  but  lately  received  the  government,  and  told  him 
liow  much  he  had  done  for  the  good  of  the  Egyptians*  when 
they  were  despised  by  the  Ethiopians,  and  their  country  laid 
waste  by  them  ;  and  how  he  had  been  the  commander  of  their 
forces,  and  had  laboured  for  them,  as  if  they  had  been  his 
own  people;  an*!  he  inft^rmed  him  in  what  danger  he  had 
been  during  that  expedition,  without  having  any  proper  re- 
turns made  him  as  he  hud  de.served,  lie  also  informed  him 
distinctly  what  things  happened  to  him  at  mount  Sinai ;  and 
what  God  said  to  him ;  and  the  signs  that  were  done  by  God, 
in  order  to  assure  hiui  of  the  authority  of  those  commands 
which  he  had  given  him.  He  also  exhorted  him  not  to  dis- 
believewhat  he  told  him,  nor  to  oppose  the  wUl  of  God* 

S.  But  when  the  king  derided  Moses,  he  made  him  in 
earnest  see  the  signs  that  were  done  at  mount  SinaL  Yet 
was  the  king  very  angry  with  him,  and  called  him  an  ill  man, 
who  had  formerly  run  away  from  his  Egyptian  slavery,  and 
came  now  back  with  deceitful  tricks,  and  wonders,  and 
magical  arts,  to  astonish  him.  And  when  he  had  said  this, 
•lie  commanded  the  priests  to  let  him  see  the  same  wonderful 
sights;  as  knowing  that  the  Egyptians  were  skilful  in  this 
kind  of  learning,  and  thnt  he  was  not  the  only  person  who 
knew  them,  atid  pretended  them  to  be  divine  ;  as  also  he  told 
him,  that  when  he  brought  such  wonderful  sights  before  him, 
he  w^ould  only  be  believed  by  the  unlearned.  Now  when 
the  priests  threw^  down  their  rods,  they  became  serpenti. 
But  Moses  was  not  daunted  at  it;  and  said,  O  king,  I  do 
not  myself  despise  the  wisdom  of  the  Egyptians,  but  I  say, 
that  what  1  do  is  so  much  superior  to  what  these  do  by  magic 
arts  and  tricks,  as  divine  power  exceeds  the  power  of  man: 
but  I  will  demonstrate,  that  what  1  do  is  not  done  by  craft, 
or  counterfeiting  Mhat  is  not  really  true,  but  that  they  appear 
by  the  providence  and  power  of  God."  And  when  he  had 
said  this,  he  cast  his  rod  down  upon  the  ground,  and  com- 
manded it  to  turn  itself  into  a  serpent.  It  obeyed  him,  and 
went  all  round,  and  devoured  the  rods  of  the  Egyptians^ 
which  seemed  to  be  dragons,  until  it  had  consumed  them  all: 
it  then  returned  to  its  own  form,  and  Moses  took  it  into  his 
band  again. 

4.  However,  the  king  was  no  more  moved  when  this  was 
done,  than  before ;  and  being  very  angry,  he  said,  '*  that  he 
should   gain  nothing  by  this  his  cunning  and  shrewdness  | 
against  the  Egyptians.'*     And  he  commanded  him  that  was 
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the  chief  task-niaster  over  the  Hebrews,  to  give  them  no  re- 
laxation from  their  labours,  but  to  compel  them  to  submit  to 
greater  oppresst<»ns  than  before.  And  though  he  allowed 
ihem  chaff  before  for  the  making  their  bricks,  he  would  allow 
it  them  no  longer;  but  he  made  them  to  work  hard  at  hriek 
milking  in  the  dajtime,  and  to  gather  chaff  in  the  night. 
Niiw  when  their  labour  was  thus  doubled  upon  them,  they 
laid  the  blame  upon  IVIoses,  because  their  labour  and  their 
misery  were  on  his  account  become  more  severe  to  them* 
But  Moses  did  not  let  his  courage  sink  for  the  kings  threat- 
f  '  _  nor  did  be  abate  of  his  2eal  on  account  of  tlie 
J  >'  Complaints,  but  he  supported  himself,  and  set  his 

fcuui  ft. solutely  against  them  both,  and  used  his  own  utmost 
diligence  to  procure  liberty  to  his  countrymen.  So  he  went 
to  the  king,  and  persuaded  him  to  let  the  Hebrews  go  to 
mount  Sinaii  and  there  to  sacrifice  to  God,  because  God  had 
enjoined  them  so  to  do.  He  persuaded  him  also,  not  to 
counterwork  the  designs  of  God,  but  to  esteem  his  favour 
above  all  things,  and  to  permit  them  to  depart,  lest,  before 
he  be  aware,  he  lay  an  obstruction  in  the  way  of  the  divine 
ands,  and  so  occasion  his  own  suffering  such  punish- 
as  it  was  probable  any  one  that  counterworked  the 
fne  commands  should  undergo,  since  the  severest  afflic- 
arise  from  every  object  to  those  that  provoke  the  divine 
against  them  ;  for  such  as  these  liave  neither  the  earth, 

the  air,  for  their  friends  ;  nor  are  the  fruits  of  the  womb 

according  to  nature,  but  everything  is  unfriendly  and  adverse 
loivards  Ihem.  He  said  farther,  that  the  Egyptians  should 
know  this  by  sad  experience;  and  that  besides,  the  Hebrew 
people  should  go  out  of  their  country  without  their  consent. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

ernhig  the  ten  Plagues  which  came  upon  the  Egr/ptians. 

I  K  But  when  the  king  despised  the  words  of  Moses,  and 
hail  00  regard  at  all  to  them,  grievous  plagues  seized  the 
£g)'ptianM;  every  one  of  which  I  will  describe,  both  because 
DO  such  plagues  did  ever  happen  to  any  other  nation  as  the 
^nplians  now  felt ;  and  because  1  would  demonstrate  that 
Mcms  did  not  fail  in  any  one  thing  that  he  foretold  them ; 
and  because  it  is  for  the  good  of  mankind,  that  they  may 
'  arn  this  caution,  not  to  do  any  thing  that  may  displease 
od,  lest  he  be  provoked  to  wrath,  and  avenge  their  iniqui- 
ies  upon  men.  The  Egyptian  river  ran  with  bloody  water 
at  the  command  of  God,  insomuch  that  it  could  not  be 
drunk,  and  they  had  no  other  spring  of  water  neither ;  for 
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the  water  was  not  only  of  the  colour  of  blood,  but  it  broogbt 
upon  those  that  ventured  to  drink  of  it  great  pains,  and 
bitter  torment.  Such  was  the  river  to  the  Egyptians ;  but 
it  was  *weet  and  fit  for  drinking  to  the  Hebrews,  and  no 
I  way  dii!erent  from  what  it  naturally  used  to  be.  As  the 
king,  therefore,  knew  not  what  to  do  in  these  surprising 
circiungtances,  and  was  in  fear  for  the  Egyptians,  he  gaTC 
the  Hebrews  leave  to  go  away  ;  but  when  the  plague  ceased, 
he  changed  his  mind  again,  and  would  not  auffcr  them  to  go* 

2.  But  when  God  saw  that  he  was  ungrateful,  and  upon 
the  ceasing  of  the  calamity  would  not  grow  wiser,  he  sent 
another  plague  upon  the  Egyptians ;  an  innumerable  multi- 
tude of  frogs  consumed  the  fruit  of  the  ground ;  the  river 

rwafi  also  full  of  them,  insomuch  that  those  who  drew  water 
Hllld  it  spoiled  by  the  blood  of  these  animals,  as  they  died 
^  In,  and  were  destroyed  by,  the  water;  and  the  country  was 
full  of  filthy  slime,  as  they  were  born,  and  as  they  died  :  they 
also  spoiled  their  vessels  in  their  houses  which  they  usedi 
Bnd  were  found  among  what  they  eat  and  what  they  drank^ 
«nd  came  in  great  numbers  upon  their  beds.     There  was 
also  an  ungrateful  smell  and  stink  arose  from  them,  as  they 
were    born,   and   as    they    died    therein.     Now,  when   the 
Egyptians  were  under  the  oppressions  of  these  miseries,  tbo 
I  king  ordered  Moses  to  lake  tlic  Hebrews  with  him,  and  be 
gone.     Upon  which  the  whole  multitude  of  the  irogs  Ta» 
nished  away;  and  both  the  Land  and  the  river  returned  to 
their  former  natures.     But  as  soon  as  Pharaoh  saw  the  land 
freed  from  this  plague,  he  forgot  the  cause  of  it,  and  re- 
tained the  Hebrews;  and,  as  though  he  had  a  mind  to  iry 
I  the  nature  of  more  such  judgments,  he  would  not  yet  sufler 
Moses  and  his  people  to  depart,  having  granted  that  Ul>erty 
rather  out  of  fear,  than  out  of  any  good  considerarion*** 

3.  Accordingly  God  punished  his  falseness  with  another 
plague,  added  to  the  former :  for  there  arose,  out  of  the 
Ijodies  of  the  Egyptians,  an  innumerable  quantity  of  Hce,  by 
w^iich,  wicked  as  they  were,  tliey  miserably  perished,  as  not 
able  to  destroy  this  sort  of  vermin  either  with  washes  of 
with  ointments.  At  which  terrible  judgment,  the  king  of 
Egypt  was  in  disorder  upon  the  fear  into  which  he  reasoned 
himself,  lest  his  people  should  be  destroyed,  and  that  the 
manner  of  this  death  "was  also  reproachful,  so  that  he  waa 
forced  in  part  to  recover  himself  from  his  wicked  temper  to 
a  sound  mind,  for  he  gave  leave  for  the  Hebrews  themselv«a 
to  depart.  But  when  the  plague  thereupon  ceased,  he 
thought  it  proper  to  require,  that  they  should  leave  their 

^  Of  Ibh  judicial  htrdemng  the  henrtt,  and  bliiKltng  the  ejres  of  wicked  mfn,  or 
mratiiiting  litem,  as  a  ju&l  putiisbment  (or  their  other  vrtlfal  sins,  to  their  o«n& 
desfruction^  oee  the  note  on  AnUq«  Bcrok  XM*  c\\,  i&.  $  6, 
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children  and  wives  behind  them,  as  pledges  of  their  return ; 
whereby  he  provoked  God  to  be  more  vehemently  angry  at 
htm,  as  if  he  thought  to  impose  on  his  providence,  and  as  if  it 
were  only  Moses,  and  not  God,  who  punished  ihe  Egyptians 

ilbr  the  sake  of  the  Hebrews:  for  he  filled  that  country  full 
®f  various  sorts  of  pestilential  creatures,  M-ith  their  various 
"properties,  such^  indeed,  as  had  never  come  into  the  sight 
©f  men  before,  by  whose  means  the  men  perished  themsehes, 
mnd  the  land  was  destitute  of  husbandmen  for  its  cultiva- 
tion ;  but  if  any  thing  escaped  destruction  from  them,  it  was 
lulled  by  a  distemper,  which  the  men  underwent  also, 

4.  But  when  Pharaoh  did  not  even  then  yield  to  the  will 
of  God,  but,  while  he  gave  leave  to  the  husbands  to  take 
their  wives  with  them,  yet  insisted  that  the  children  should 
be  left  behind,  God  presently  resolved  to  punish  his  wicked- 
ness with  several  sorts  of  calamities,  and  those  worse  than 

»tlie  foregoing,  which  yet  had  so  generally  afflicted  them  : 
for  their  bcxlies  had  terrible  boils,  breaking  forth  with 
lilatns,  while  they  were  already  inwardly  consumed;  and  a 
great  part  of  the  Egyptians  perished  in  this  nmuner.  But 
when  the  ting  was  not  brought  to  reason  by  this  plague, 
hail  was  sent  down  from  heaven ;  and  such  hail  it  was,  as 
tbe  cUmate  of  Egypt  had  never  suffered  before,  nor  was  it 
like  to  that  which  falls  in  other  climates  in  wiiuer  time*,  but 
larger  llian  that  which  falls  in  the  middle  of  spring  to  those 
that  dwell  ui  the  northern  and  north-western  regions.  This 
bail  broke  down  their  boughs  loaden  with  fruit*  After  this 
a  tribe  of  locusts  consumed  the  seed  which  was  not  hurt  by 
tbe  hail,  so  that  to  the  Egyptians  all  the  hopes  of  future 
fruits  of  the  ground  were  entirely  lost, 

5.  One  would  think  the  forcmentioned  calamities  might 
hare  been  sufficient  for  one  that  was  only  foolish,  without 
wickedness,  to  make  him  wise,  and  to  make  him  sensible 
what  was  for  his  advantage.  But  Pharaoh,  led  not  so  much 
hjr  hta  folly  as  by  his  wickedness,  even  when  he  saw  the 

Kuae  of  his  miseries,  he  still  contested  with  God,  and  wiU 
Dy  deserted  the  cause  of  virtue ;  bo  he  hid  Moses  take  the 
ebrews  away,  with  their  wives  and  children,  but  to  leave 
their  cattle  behind,  since  their  own  cattle  were  destroyed. 
But  when  Moses   said,  that  what  he  desired  was  unjust, 
unce  they  were  obliged  to  offer  sacrifices  to  God  of  those 
cattle;    and  the  time  being   prolonged  on  this  account,  a 
^^htck  darkness,  without  the  least  light,  spread  itself  over 
^■Ibe  Egyptians,  whereby  their  sight  being  obstructed,  and 
^^llisir  breathing  hindered  by  the  thickness  of  the  air,  they 


«  Ai  to  thit  miliar  or  fpnng  Hail  near  Fvf^ypt  and  ^1  udea,  tee  ibo  tik«  OD  lljatiid«r 
'  UsiiBtDg  ihaittf  In  Iht  note  on  Autiq,  book  VI.  iht  v.  i  6* 
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died  miserably,  and  under  a  terror  lest  tfaey  should  be 
swallowed  up  by  the  dark  cloud.  Besides  this,  when  the 
darkness^  after  three  days,  and  as  many  nights,  was  di^&i- 

{ated,  and  when  Pharaoh  did  not  still  repent,  and  let  the 
lebrews  go,  Moses  came  to  him  and  said:  **  How*  long  wilt 
thou  be  disobedient  to  the  command  of  God  ?  for  he  enjuins 
thee  to  let  the  Hebrews  go ;  nor  is  there  any  other  way  of 
being  freed  from  the  calamities  you  are  under^  unless  you 
do  so.''  But  the  king  was  angry  at  what  he  said,  and 
threatened  to  cut  oil'  his  head  if  he  came  any  more  to  trouble 
him  about  these  matters.  Hereupon  Moses  said,  he  would 
not  speak  to  him  any  more  about  them,  ftr  that  he  himself} 
together  with  the  principal  men  among  the  Egyptians, 
should  desire  the  Hebrews  to  go  away.  So  when  Moms 
had  said  this,  he  went  his  way, 

G.  But  when  God  had  signified,  that  with  one  more  plague 
he  would  compel  the  Egyptians  to  let  the  Hebrews  go,  he 
commanded  Moses  to  tell  the  people,  they  should  have  a 
Bacrifice  ready,  and  that  they  should  prepare  themselves  on 
the  tenth  day  of  the  month  Xanthicus,  against  the  fourteenlli 
(which  month  Is  called  by  the  Egyptians  Phannuthi,  and 
Nisan  by  the  Hebrews  ;  but  the  Macedonians  call  it  Xan- 
thicus),  and  that  he  should  carry  away  the  Hebrews  Willi 
all  they  had.  Accordingly,  he  having  got  the  Hebrews 
ready  for  their  departure,  and  having  sorted  the  people  into 
tribes,  he  kept  them  togetlier  into  one  place :  but  when  the 
fourteenth  day  was  come,  and  all  were  ready  to  depart,  they 
oflered  the  sacrifice,  and  purified  their  houses  with  the 
blood,  using  bunches  of  hyssop  for  that  purpose;  and  when 
they  had  supped,  they  burnt  the  remaincfer  of  the  flesh,  as 
just  ready  to  depart.  \V  lience  it  is  that  we  do  still  offer 
this  sacrifice  in  like  manner  to  this  day,  and  call  this  festival 
Pascha,  which  signifies  the  feast  of  the  passover,  because 
on  that  day  God  passed  us  over,  and  sent  the  plague  upon 
the  Egyptians ;  for  the  destruction  of  the  first-born  caine 
upon  the  Egyptians  that  night,  so  that  many  of  the  Egyptians, 
wnich  lived  near  the  king's  palace,  persuaded  Phariioh  to 
let  the  Hebrews  go.  Accordingly  he  called  for  Moses,  and 
bid  them  begone  ;  as  supposing,  that  if  once  the  Hebrews 
w^ere  gone  out  of  the  country*  Egypt  should  be  freed  from  i 
its  miseries.     They  also  honoured  the  Hebrews  with  gifts^;  ■ 

*  These  large  presents  made  to  the  Israelites,  of  vesseli  of  silverp  lod  veiielsof 
soldi  and  nLiiDeat,  were,  as  Josephus  truly  calls  them.  glfU  really  giveo  them  ;  DOt 
lent  them,  as  our  English  falsely  renders  them.  They  were  spoilt  required,  not 
borTowed  of  them.  Gen,  xv\  14.  Exod.  iii.  22.  %u  2,  FsaL  cv.  37,  as  the  laaie 
version  faUely  renders  the  Hebrew  word  here  used,  Esod.  xii.  35.  36*  God  tied 
ordered  the  Jews  to  demand  ibese  as  their  pay  and  reward,  during  thetr  laag  tnd 
bitt«r  slsveiy  in  E^rypt,  as  atonements  for  the  lives  of  the  Egjpiians,  md  ts  the 
condition  of  the  Jews'  departure,  lod  of  the   Egyptian  delirennce  iswo  thm 
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dome  in  order  to  get  them  to  depart  quickly,  and  others  on 
account  of  their  neighbourhood,  and  the  friendship  they 
had  ^ith  them. 


CHAPTER  XV, 

^Jow  ihe  Hebrews^  under  the  conduct  of  Moses,  left  Egi/pt, 

I  K  So  the  Flebrews  went  out  of  Egypt,  while  the  Egyptians 

^wept^  and  repented  that  they  hail  treated  tliein  so  hardly, 

^B^ow  they  took  their  journey  by  Letupolis,  a  place  at  that 

Hfime  deserted,  but  where    Babylon  was  built  afterward <, 

F^hen  Cambyses  laid  Egypt  waste:  but  as  they  went  away 

Hazily,  on  the  third  day  they  came  to  a  place  called  Uaal- 

rephon  on  the  Red  sea;  and  when  they  had  no  food  out 

^f  the  land,  because  it  was  a  desert,  they  eat  of  loaves, 

led  of  flour,  only  warmed  by  a  gentle  heat;  and  this 

I  they  made  use  of  for  thirty  days  ;  for  what  they  brought 

them  out  of  Egypt  would  not  suffice  them  any  longer 

ne ;  and  this  only  while  they  dispensed  it  to  each  person, 

use  so  much  only  as  would  serve  for  necessity,  but  not 

satiety.     Whence  it  is,  that,  in  memory  of  the  want  we 

were  then  in,  we  keep  a  feast  for  eight  days,  which  is  called 

ihe  Feast  of  unleavened  bread.     Now  the  entire  multitude 

of  those  that  went  out,  including  the  women  and  children, 

was  not  easy  to  be  numbered,  but  those  that  were  of  an  age 

^fit  for  war  were  six  hundred  thousand. 

^v  9.  They  left  Egypt  in  the  month  Xanthicus,  on  the  fifteenth 
^^lay  of  tlie  lunar  month  ;  four  hundred  and  tliirty  years  after 
our  forefather  Abraham  came  into  Canaan,  but  two  hundred 
and  fifteen  years  only  after  Jacob  removed  into  Egypt".  It 
waa  the  eightieth  year  of  the  age  of  Moses,  and  of  that  of 
Aaron   three  more.     They  also  carried  out  the   bones  of 

IJoaeph  with  them,  as  he  had  charged  his  sons  to  do, 
3,    But  the  Egyptians  soon  repented  that  the  Hebrews 
bere  gone ;  and  the  king  also  was  mightily  concerned  that 
Ibis  had  been  procured  by  the  magic  arts  of  Moses ;  so  they 
resolved  to  go  after  them.     Accordingly  they  took  their 

leriilile  judgments*  tvhich  bad  they  not  now  ceasuHl,  they  bai)  sooo  been  all  dead 

m^tk,  «f  Ui«7  themselves  confess,  en.  xiu  33.     Nor  was  tlitire  any  sense  vw  borrow- 

''iif  or  londiog,  whea  the  Israelites  were  finally  deparlipg  out  of  the  land  for  ever. 

*  Why  our  Masoreie  copy  so  groundlessty  abridg^e^  this  account  in  Exod.  xii.  40. 

s  to  licribe  430  years  to  ibe  sole  pere^rrination  of  the  Israelites  in  Egypt,  when  it 

t  cWir  eveo  by  Lbe  Masoreie  cbnunology  ekewbcrei  a.<i  weli  as  from  the  express 

\%X  itself,  in  the  i^amaritao,  Seplttagiui,  and  Josephus.  that  they  sojourned  in 

F^fpt  but  bulf  that  time  ;  and  thut  by  consequeticc,  the  other  half  of  their  percgri' 

rat^a  fra»  iu  th«  land  of  Canain»  before  tbcy  canie  into  Egypt  \  is  \xmA  to  say. 

\  lAMj  on  Iht  Old  Testat&eot,  p,  62*  63. 
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weapons,  and  other  warlike  furniture^  and  pursued  after 
them,  in  order  to  bring  them  back,  if  once  they  overtook 
them,  because  they  would  now  have  no  pretence  to  pray  to 
God  against  thenn  since  tliey  had  already  been  permitted  to 
go  out;  and  they  ibouglit  they  shciuld  easily  overcome  them, 
as  they  had  no  armour,  and  would  be  weary  with  their 
journey  ;  so  they  made  haste  in  tbeir  pursuit,  and  asked  of 
every  one  they  met  which  way  they  were  gune.  And  indeed 
that  land  was  difficult  to  be  travelled  over,  not  only  by 
armies,  hut  by  single  persons.  Now  Moses  led  the  Hebrews 
this  way,  that  in  case  the  Egyptians  should  repent  and  be 
desirous  to  pursue  after  them,  they  might  undergo  tJie 
punislrment  of  their  wickedness,  and  of  the  breach  of  those 
promises  they  had  made  to  them.  As  also  he  led  thera  this 
way  on  account  of  the  Phiiistines,  who  had  quarrelled  with 
them,  and  hated  them  of  old,  that  by  all  means  they  might 
not  know  of  their  departure,  for  their  country  is  near  to 
that  of  Egypt;  and  thence  it  was  that  Moses  led  them  not 
along  the  road  that  tended  to  the  land  of  the  Phdistines,  but 
he  was  desirous  that  they  should  go  through  the  desert,  that 
so  after  a  long  journey,  antl  after  many  afflictions,  they  might 
enter  upon  the  land  of  Canaan.  Another  reason  of  this  waa, 
that  God  had  commanded  him  to  bring  the  people  to  mount 
Sinai,  that  there  they  miglu  offer  him  sacrifices.  Now 
when  tlie  Egyptians  had  overtaken  the  Hebrews,  they 
prepared  to  fight  them,  and  by  their  muUitude  they  droTe 
tliem  into  a  narrow  ]>lace ;  for  the  number  that  pursued 
after  them  was  six  hundred  chariots,  with  fifty  thousand 
horsemen,  and  two  hundred  thousand  footmen,  all  armed. 
They  also  seized  on  the  passagcis  by  which  they  imagined 
the  Hebrews  might  fly  ,shutting  them  up^  between  ioacceaa* 
ible  precipices  and  the  sea ;  for  there  was  [on  each  side]  a 


'  Take  th€  main  part  of  Relaad'»  excDilcnt  note  here,  which  greal);  i1 
Jo#ephui,and  the  Scripture,  in  this  history,  as  follows:  *'  [A  travvUer^ says  Reltad* 
whose  aamc  wai]  Eneiuant  when  he  r^turoed  out  of  £gypt»  told  ma  that  he  went 
the  same  way  from  K^ypt  to  rauunt  Sinai  which  he  aupposcd  the  Israettfe^  ot  old 
trtvelled^  and  Ihat  he  louod  leveral  mountainotis  tracts,  that  rao  down  towinla 
iht  Red  seft.  He  thoaght  the  Israelites  h:id  proceeded  as  far  as  the'desert  of  ErhAa. 
Exod.  tin,  20,  when  they  were  commanded  by  God  to  return  back,  Eiod,  xiv.  2* 
aod  to  pitch  their  camp  between  Migdol  and  the  sea;  and  iKal  when  they  were  not 
•ble  to  fly,  utiless  by  sea,  they  were  »hut  in  on  each  side  by  moonuias.  He  also 
thought  we  might  evidently  learn  hence,  how  it  might  be  said,  that  iho  larselitw 


I 


were  in  Ktham  before  they  went  over  the  sea,  and  yet  might  be  «aid  to  h^re  < 
into  Etham  after  they  had  patsed  over  the  sea  also.     Besides,  he  gave  an  accovat 


how  he  passed  over  a  river  in  a  boat  near  the  city  Sues,  which  he  says 
he  the  Heroopoli?  of  the  anctenta,  sioce  the  city  could  not  bt  situate  any  w] 
In  that  neigh Dourhood/' 

As  to  the  famous  passage  produced  here  by  Dr.  Bernard,  out  of  Iferodolitt,  u 

the  most  ancietit  heathen  testimony  of  the  Israelites*  coining  from  the  Red  i«A  tufev 

'  Palestine,  bishop  Cumberland  hat  showed  that  it  beloug^  lo  tJie  Old  Cai»«iitt<  m 

Phenician  shepherds,  and  their  retiring  outof  Egypt  into  Cantiau  or  FbeQiciA«tofi| 

before  the  days  of  Moaoi,     Sanchoniatho,  p.  374.  ^c. 
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ridge  of]  mountains  tlvat  terminated  at  the  sea,  which  were 
opassable  by  reason  of  their  roughness,  and  obstructed 
»eir  flight;  wherefore  they  tliere  pressed  upon  the  Hebrews 
riih  their  army,  where  [the  ridges  of]  the  mountains  were 
closed  with  the  sea,  which  army  they  placed  at  the  chops  of 
the  mountains,  that  so  they  might  deprive  them  of  any  passage 
into  the  plain. 

4.  When  the  Hebrews  therefore  were  neither  able  to 
bear  up,  being  thuSj  as  it  were,  besieged,  because  they 
wanted  provisions,  nor  saw  any  possible  way  of  escaping; 
and  if  they  should  have  thought  of  fighting,  they  had  no 
weapons;  they  expected  a  universal  destruction,  unless  they 

Jelivered  themselves  up  volunt<irily  to  tiie  Egyptians.  So 
liey  laid  the  blame  on  Moses,  and  forgot  all  the  signs  that 
a  J  been  wrought  by  God  for  the  recovery  of  their  freedom : 
nd  this  so  far,  that  their  incredulity  prompted  them  to  throw 
tones  at  the  prophet,  while  he  encouraged  them,  and 
promised  them  deliverance  j  and  they  resolved  that  they 
would  deliver  themselves  up  to  the  Egyptians.  So  there 
was  sorrow  and  lamentation  among  the  women  and  children, 
who  had  nothing  but  destruction  before  their  eyes,  while 
lliey  were  encompassed  with  mountains,  the  sea,  and  their 
^nemies^  and  discerned  no  way  of  flying  from  them, 

6.  But  Moses,  though  the  multitude  looked  fiercely  at 
iimf  did  not,  however,  give  over  the  care  of  them,  but 
piaed  all  dangers,  out  of  his  trust  in  God,  who,  as  he 
afforded  them  the  several  steps  already  taken  for  the 
irery  of  their  liberty,  which  he  had  foretold  them,  w^ould 
not  now  suffer  them  to  be  subdued  by  their  enemies,  to  be 
either  made  slaves  or  be  slain  by  them.  And,  standing  in 
be  midst  of  them,  he  said,  **It  is  not  just  for  us  to  distrust 
tven  men,  when  they  have  hitherto  well  managed  our  aflTairs, 
if  they  would  not  be  the  same  men  liereafter  j  but  it  ia 
better  than  madness,  at  this  time,  to  despair  of  the 
providence  of  God,  by  whose  power  all  those  things  have 
pn  performed  which  he  promi.sed,  when  you  expected 
such  things :  I  mean  all  that  I  have  been  concerned  in 
for  your  deliverance  and  escape  from  slavery.  Nay,  when 
are  in  the  utmost  distress,  as  you  see  we  now  are,  we 
taught  the  rather  to  hope  that  God  will  succour  us,  by 
rhose  operation  it  is  that  we  are  now  encompassed  within 
narrow  place,  that  he  may  deliver  us  out  of  such 
cullies  as  are  otherwise  unsurmountable,  and  out  of 
rh  neither  you  nor  your  enemies  expect  you  can  be 
delivered,  and  may  at  once  demonstrate  his  own  power 
^Land  hi»  providence  over  us.  Nor  dues  God  use  to  give 
^■hti  hrlp  in  smalt  difficulties  to  those  whom  he  favours^  but 
^^In  voeh  efties  where  no  one  can  see  how  any  hope  in  mm 
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can  better  their  condition.  Depend,  therefore,  upon  »uch 
a  protector  as  is  able  to  make  small  things  grentj  and  to 
show,  that  this  mighty  force  against  you  is  nothing  but 
weakness,  and  be  not  affrighted  at  the  Egyptian  army :  nor 
do  you  despair  of  being  preserved  because  tlie  eea  before, 
and  the  mountains  behind,  afford  you  no  opportunity  for 
flying;  for  even  these  mountains,  if  God  so  please,  may 
be  made  plain  ground  for  you,  and  the  sea  become  dry 
land/' 


I 


CHAPTER  XVI, 

Haw  the  sea  was  tUrlded  asunder  for  the  Hebrews^  wl 
they  were  pursued  by  the  Kgyptians^  and  so  gave  them 
an  opportunity  of  escaping  from  them. 

§  1.  \A^iF.N  Moses  had  said  this^  he  led  them  to  the  sea 
while  the  Egyptians  looked  on,  for  they  were  within  sightf 
Now  these  were  so  distressed  by  the  toil  of  their  pursuit, 
that  they  thought  proper  to  put  off  fighting  till  the  next 
day.     But  when  Moses  was  come  to  the  sea-shore,  he  took 
his  rod,  and  made  supplication  to  God,  and  called  upon  him 
to  be  their  helper  and  assistant ;  and  said,  **  Thou  art  not 
ignorant,  ()  Lord,  tliat  it  is  beyond  human  strength,  and 
liuman   contrivance,   to  avoid  the  difHculties  we    are    now 
under,  but  it  must  be  thy  work  altogether  to  procure  de* 
liverance  to  this  army,  which  has  left  Egypt  at  thy  appoint- 
ment    We  despair  of  any  other  assistance  or  contrivance^ 
I  and  have  recourse  only  to  that  hope  we  have  in  thee ;  and 
[if  there  be  any  method  that  can  promise  us  an  escape  by 
thy  providence,  we  look  op  to  thee  for  it.     And  let  it  come 
quickly,  and  manifest  thy  powder  to  us ;  and  do  thou  raise 
up  tills  people  unto  good  cournge  and  hope  of  deUverance^ 
who  are  deeply  sunk  into  a  disconsolate  state  of  mind.     We 
are  in  a  helpless  place,  but  still  it  is  a  place  that  thou  po»- 
I  ^essest ;  but  still  the  sea  is  thine,  the  mountains  that  enclose 
us  are  thine ;  so  that  those  mountains  will  open  themselves 
I  if  thou  commandest  them,  and  the  sea  also,  if  thou  cora<^ 
I  mandest  it,  will  become  tlry  land*     Nay,  we  might  escape 
by  a  flight  through  the  air,  if  thou  shouldest  determine  we 
I  ahould  have  that  way  of  E^alvation/' 

^.  When  Moses  had  thus  addressed  himself  to  God,  he 

l^mote  the  sea  with  his  rod,  which  parted  asunder  at  the 

Vfitroke,  and  receiving  those  waters  into  itself,  left  the  ground 

'"dry,  as  a  road  and  a  place  of  flight  for  the  Hebrews.     Now 

w  hen  Moses  saw  this  appearance  of  God,  and  that  the  iiea 

went  out  of  its  own  place,  and  left  dry  land,  he  went  first  of 
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all  into  it,  and  bid  the  Hebrews  to  follow  him  along  that  | 
divine  road,  and  to  rejoice  at  the  dfinger  their  enemies  that  I 
followed  them  were  in;  and  gave  thanks  to  God  for  this  | 
so  surprising  a  dehve ranee  which  appeared  from  him.  ' 

3,  Now  while  these  Hebrews  made  no  stay,  but  went  on 
earnestly,  as  led  by  God's  presence  with  them,  the  Egyp- 
tians supposed,  at  first,  that  they  were  distracted,  and  were 
going  rashly  upon  manifest  destruction.  But  when  they 
saw^  that  they  were  gone  a  great  way  viithout  any  harm,  and 
that  no  obstacle  or  difficulty  fell  in  their  journey,  tliey  made 
haste  to  pursue  them,  hoping  that  the  sea  would  be  calm  for 
them  also.  They  put  their  liorse  foremost,  and  w^ent  down 
themselves  into  the  sea*  Now  the  Hebrews,  while  these 
were  putting  on  their  armour,  and  therein  spending  their 
time,  were  beforehand  with  them,  and  escaped  them,  and 
got  first  over  to  the  land  on  the  other  side  %vithout  any  hurt. 
Whence  the  others  were  encouraged,  and  more  courageously 
pursued  them,  as  hoping  no  harm  would  come  to  them 
neither :  but  tlie  Egyptians  were  not  aware  that  they  went 
into  a  road  made  for  the  Hebrews,  and  not  for  others;  that 
this  road  was  made  for  the  deliverance  of  those  in  danger, 
but  not  for  those  that  w^ere  earnest  to  make  use  of  it  for  the 
others*  destruction.  As  soon,  therefore,  as  ever  the  whole 
Egyptian  army  was  within  it,  the  sea  flowed  to  its  own 
place,  and  came  dow^n  with  a  torrent  raised  by  storms  of 
wind*,  and  encompassed  the  Egyptians,  Showers  of  rain 
also  came  down  from  the  sky,  and  dreadful  thunders,  and 
lightning,  with  flashes  of  fire.  Thunderbolts  also  were 
darted  upon  them.  Nor  was  there  any  thing  which  uses  to 
be  sent  by  God  upon  men,  as  indications  of  his  wrath,  which 
did  not  happen  at  this  time,  for  a  dark  and  dismal  night  op- 
pressed them.  And  thus  did  all  these  men  perish,  so  that 
there  was  not  one  man  left  to  be  a  messenger  of  this  calamity 
to  the  rest  of  the  Egyptians. 

4,  But  the  Hebrews  were  not  able  to  contain  themselves 
for  joy  at  their  wonderful  deliverance,  and  destruction  of 
their  enemies  ;  now^  indeed  supposing  themselves  firmly  de- 
livered, when  those  that  would  have  forced  them  into  slavery 
were  destroyed,  and  when  they  found  they  had  God  so 
evidently  for  their  protector.  And  now  these  Hebrews 
having  escaped  the  danger  they  were  in,  after  this  manner  ; 
and  besides  that*  seeing  their  enemies  punished  in  such 
a  way  as  is  never  recorded  of  any  other  men  whomsoever ; 
were  all  the  night  employed  in  singing  of  hymns,  and  in 

<  Of  tbe»6  ilOTTnt  df  wind^  thunder,  and  lightfiing,  at  this  drowning  of  Phuraob  « 
UTtRj,  ilmost  waoting  in  our  copies  of  Exodus^  but  fully  extaitt  in  that  of  Davidt 
P»iU  Ixxvii.  16,  17.  18.  and  in  Ihat  of  Josephus  here,  s€€  Essay  oo  the  Old  Teat. 
Append,  p.  ItA,  165. 
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niirtb\     Moses  also  composed  a  song  unto  God,  containing 
hh  praises,  and  a  thanksgiving  for  his  kindnesa,  in  hmTSMf  ^ 
meter  verse*.  H 

5.  As  for  myself,  I  have  delivered  every  part  of  this  Iiitp> 
tory  as  I  found  it  in  the  sacred  books  :  nor  let  any  one 
wonder  at  the  strangeness  of  the  narration»  if  a  way  were  dii^ 
covered  to  those  men  of  old  time,  who  were  free  from  the 
wickedness  of  the  modern  ages,  whether  it  happened  by  tht 
will  of  God,  or  whether  it  happened  of  its  own  accord; 
while  for  the  sake  of  those  that  accompanied  Alexander, 
kin^  of  Macedonia,  who  yet  lived,  comparatively,  but  a  Uttfe 
while  ago,  the  Paniphylian  sea  retired  and  afforded  them  a 
passage  through  itself \  when  they  had  no  other  way  to  go; 


^  What  «ome  Have  here  objeeled  igaiiwl  thi>  passage  of  the  IftTaeljbes  <Mrer  Uie 
Bed  tea,  in  this  one  nighty  from  the  common  maps,  viz.  ihat  thi»  sea  being  lieit 
about  thirty  mUea  bfoad,  %o  ereat  an  army  could  not  pasd  over  it  in  m>  sliorl  a  line, 
ia  a  great  mistake.  Moos.  Theveoot.  tin  authentic  cye<  wit  nets,  inform  a  im,  ihit 
this  tea,  for  about  Bve  days'  journey,  is  nowht^c  more  than  about  eight  or  oioe 
miles  over-cros4»  and  in  one  place  but  four  or  five  miles,  accordiug^  lo  de  lisle*! 
^%aap,  which  is  made  from  the  beet  traveller!  themselves,  and  not  copied  6«a 
others. — Whut  has  been  further  objected  against  this  passage  of  the  Uraeliles,  ud 
drowning  of  the  Egyptians,  being  miraculons  aUo,  viz.  that  Moies  might  carry  the 
Israciitet  over  nt  a  low  tide  without  any  miracle,  while  yet  the  Egvptians,  not 
knowing  the  tide  as  well  a^  he,  might  be  drowned  upon  the  return  of  ttie  tide*  It  • 
ffran^e  story  indeed  :  that  Moses,  who  neirer  had  lived  there,  sboald  know  the 
auaniity  and  lime  of  the  t!ux  and  reflux  of  the  Red  lea,  belter  ilian  the  Egjpttias 
tnemsettfcs  in  iti  neighbourhood!  Yet  Jot;$  Artapanus,  an  ancient  he.j then  his* 
torian,  inform  us,  that  this  was  what  (he  more  ignorant  Memphttes,  wlio  lived  at  s 
great  diatance,  pretended  ;  though  he  confesses,  that  the  more  learned  HeliopoUuiat, 
who  lived  much  nearer,  owned  the  destruction  of  the  Egyptians,  and  tiie  deliver- 
ance of  the  Israelitea,  to  have  been  miraculous.  And  de  Ca!$tro«  a  malhematiriajit 
who  surveyed  this  lea  with  great  exactness,  informs  us«  that  there  is  do  gfeat  flat 
or  reflux  in  this  part  of  t^ie  Red  sea,  to  give  a  colour  to  this  hypolhesii  i  wmf,  thai 
the  elevation  of  the  tide  there  is  little  above  half  the  height  of  a  man*  See  fioiy 
on  the  Old  Te«t«  Append,  p.  239,  240.  So  vain  and  groundless  are  theae  and  tlite 
like  evationi  and  fiubterfuges  of  our  modern  sceptics  and  unbelievers  ;  and  to 
certainly  do  thorough  inquiries,  and  authentic  evidence*  disprove  and  confute  a«di 
evasions  and  subterfuges  upon  alt  occasions. 

*  \\  hat  that  bextitneter  verse,  in  which  Moses's  triumphant  song  is  here  fiid  ta 
be  writien.  distinctly  means,  our  present  ignorance  of  the  old  Hebrew  me^ie 
measure  will  not  let  us  determine.     Nor  doe^  it  appear  to  me  certain,  that  en 
Joaephus  himself  had  a  distinct  notion  of  it,  though  he  speaks  of  several  ioni^afj 
that  metre  or  measure,  both  here  and  elsewhere,  Aotiq.  Book  IV.  ch.  viii.  f  f 
end  Book  VII.  cb.  xii.  $  3. 

*  Take  here  the  original  passages  of  the  four  old  authors  that  still  rtmaiD,  asio 
this  transit  of  Alexander  the  Ureal  over  the  Parapbylian  sea ;  I  mran  of  Callis' 
thenes,  Strabo,  Arriao,  and  Appisn. — As  to  Caltislhenes,  who  himself  accompaaicd 
Alexander  in  thia  expedition,   Eustathius,  in  his  notes  upon  the  third  Iliad  ef 
Homer  (as  Dr.  Bernard  here  informs  us), says,  that  *'  this  Callistbeoea  wrote,  kmt       P 
the  Pamphylian  sea  did  not  only  open  a  passage  for  Alexander,  but,  by  rising,  and  fl 
elevating  itss  waters,  did  pay  him  honvage  as  its  king/*     Strabo^s  aicount  is  this,  H 
Cieof.  Book  XIV.  p.  666.  **  Now  aboat  Phaseli»  is  that  narrow  pessa§^,  by  tbe   ^ 
«ea-side,  through  which  Alexander  led  his  army.  There  is  a  mountain  called  Climax, 
which  ad  jot  as  to  the  sea  of  Pamphylia,  kaving  a  narrow  paesage  en  ibe  fbere. 
which  in  calm  weather  is  bare,  so  as  la  be  passable  by  liavellers,  bat  when  tbe 
aea  overflowi,  it  is  covered  to  a  great  degree  by  the  waves.    Now  thenp  the  aiMAIt 

by  the  mountains  being  round  about,  and  steep,  in  still  weather  tfaey  make  use  ef 
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I  mean,  when  it  was  the  will  of  God  to  destroy  the  monarchy 
of  the  Persians:  and  tfiis  is  confessed  to  be  true  by  all  that 
h«ve  written  about  the  actions  of  Alexander.  But  as  to 
these  events,  let  every  one  determine  as  he  pleases. 

G.  On  the  next  day  Moses  gathered  together  the  weapons 
of  the  Egyptians,  which  were  brought  to  the  camp  of  the 
Hebrews,  by  the  current  of  the  sea,  and  the  force  of  the 
wind  assisting  it ;  and  lie  conjectured  that  this  also  hap- 
pened by  Divine  Providence,  that  so  they  might  not  be 
motitute  of  weapons.  So  when  he  had  ordered  the  He- 
brews to  arm  themselves  with  them,  he  led  them  to  mount 
Sinai,  in  order  to  offer  sacrifice  to  God,  and  to  render  ob- 
ktions  for  the  salvation  of  the  multitude,  as  he  was  charged 
beforehand. 


W 


roftd  u\oi\f  the  coast  6ut  Aleiander  fell  inio  the  wioter  icasoOj  and,  com- 
ing hi fns«tlf  chiefly  to  foftuQ€»  he  marched  on  before  ihe  waves  retired,  and  so 
happened  that  they  were  a  whole  day  in  iouroeyiDgoverit,  and  were  underwater 
I  to  ihf  navel/' — Arrian's  accoutit  is  this,  Boolt  I,  p,  72»  7J.  "  When  Alex- 
aad«t  rtinoved  from  Pbaselis.  he  «ent  ^onie  part  of  his  army  over  the  mountains  to 
Pergi ;  ivhich  road  the  Thracians  showed  him.  A  dilKcult  way  it  wai,  but  short.* 
Bo««««r«  he  himself  conducted  those  that  were  with  him  hy  the  sea-shore.  This 
nmd  m  impassable  at  any  other  time  ihan  when  the  north  wind  blows  ;  but  if  the 
toottt  wina  prevail,  there  is  no  passing  by  the  ihore.  Now  at  this  time,  after  strong 
•ootb  winds,  a  north  wind  blew  \  and  that  not  without  ihe  Divine  Providence  (as 
both  be  and  they  that  were  with  him  supposed),  and  afforded  htm  an  easy  and 
miick  passage*"     Appian,  when  he  compares  CjEsar  and  Alexander  together,  (De 


BtLCiviL  BookILp 

fortitiie*  aa  much  as  on  their  skii 


thai  they  both  depended  on  their  boldness  and 
in  war*     As  an  instance  of  which,  Alexander 


5aa»)  say! 
"    '        ill 

JU 

cr]    Hammon,  and  quickly  passed  over  the  Bay  of  Pamphylia,  wlien,  by 


io«rtiey«d  over  a  country  without  water  in  the  heat  of  summer,  to  the  oracte  of 


Providence,  the  sea  was  cut  off;  thus  Providence  lestrainini:  the  sea  on  his 

,  Ai  it  had  sent  him  ram  when  be  traveUed  [over  the  desert]/' 

,  Since,  in  the  day;^  of  Jusephus,  as  he  assures  us,  all  the  more  Dumerout 

historians  of  Alexander  gave  the  account  be  has  here  set  down^  as  to  the 

itial  foiDg  back  of  the  waters  of  the  Pamphyliao  sea,  when  he  was  going 

inny  to  destroy  the  Pemian  monarchy,  which  the  fore-named  authors  now 

ing  fuHy  confirm,  it  is  without  all  just  found 

Mamcd,  by  some  late  writers,  for  quoting  those  ancient  authors  upon  the  present  oc- 

iVor  can  the  reflections  of  Plutarch,  or  any  other  author  later  than  Josephus, 


eatioQ. 


fuHy  confirm,  it  is  without  all  just  foundation,  that  Josephus  is  here 

mcient  authors  upon  the  present 
my  other  author  later  than  Joseph 
be  io  the  least  here  alleged  lo  contradict  him*     Josephus  went  by  all  the  evidence 
U  ih#.n  h^t\,  and  that  evidence  of  the  most  authentic  sort  also.     So  that  whate%'er 
may  think  of  the  thing  itself,  there  is  hence  not  the  least  colour  for 
1  with  Josephus^  he  would  rather  have  been  much  to  blame,  had  he 
I      oixtUL«d  these  i^uotations* 

[  YOU  I* 
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BOOK  III. 

CONTAINING  THE  INTERVAL  OF  TWO  TEARS. 

FROM  THE  EXODUS  OUT  OF  EGYPT,  TO  THE  REJECTION  OP 
THAT  GENERATION. 


CHAPTER  L 

How  Moses,  when  he  had  brought  the  people  out  of  Egpptt 
led  them  to  mount  Sinai,  but  not  till  they  had  suffered 
,     much  in  their  journey. 

§  I.  When  the  Hebrews  had  obtained  such  a  wonderful 
deliverance,  the  country  was  a  great  trouble  to  them,  for  il 
was  entirely  a  desert,  and  without  all  sustenance  for  them; 
and  also  had  exceeding  Uttle  water,  so  that  it  not  only  was 
not  at  all  sufficient  for  the  men,  but  not  enough  to  feed  any 
of  the  cattle ;  for  it  was  parched  up,  and  had  no  moistore 
that  might  afford  nutriment  to  the  vegetables ;  so  they  were 
forced  to  travel  over  this  country,  as  naving  no  other  coun- 
try but  this  to  travel  in.  They  had  indeed  carried  water 
along  with  them  from  the  land  over  which  they  had  traveflej 
before,  as  their  conductor  had  bidden  them ;  but  when  that 
was  spent,  they  were  obliged  to  draw  water  out  of  wellflf 
with  pain,  by  reason  of  the  hardness  of  the  soil.  Moreover 
what  water  they  found  was  bitter,  and  not  fit  for  drinking, 
and  this  in  small  quantities  also.  And  as  they  thus  travelleav 
they  came  late  in  the  evening  to  a  place  called  Marah^ 
which  had  this  name  from  the  badness  of  its  water,  for  Mac 
denotes  bitterness.  Thither  they  came  afflicted,  both  \)f 
the  tediousness  of  their  journey,  and  by  their  want  of  food!, 
for  it  entirely  failed  them  at  that  time.  Now  here  was  a 
well,  which  made  them  choose  to  stay  in  the  place,  which, 
although  it  were  not  sufficient  to  satisfy  so  great  an  army, 

*  Dr.  Bernard  takes  notice  here,  that  this  place,  Mar,  where  the  waters  w«S 
bitter,  is  called  by  the  Syrians  and  Arabians  Mariri,  and  by  the  Syriaos  scnm* 
times  Morath,  all  derived  from  the  Hebrew  Mar :  he  also  takes  notice,  that  it  ii 
called  the  bitter  fountain  by  Pliny  himself;  which  waters  remain  there  to  thii^. 
and  are  still  bitter  as  Thevenot  assures  us ;  and  that  there  are  also  abundtnce  of 
palm-trees.    See  nis  Travels,  part  I.  chap.  xxvi.  p.  166. 
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did  yet  afford  them  some  comfort,  as  ioimd  in  sitch  desert 
places  ;  for  they  heard  from  those  who  had  been  to  search, 
that  there  was  nothing  to  be  found,  if  they  travelled  farther. 
*"et  was  this  water  bitter,  and  not  fit  for  men  to  drink; 
d  not  only  so,  but  it  was  intolerable  even  to  the  cattle 
emselves. 

2.  When  Moses  saw  how  much  the  people  were  cast 

down,  and  that  the  occasion  of  it  could  not  be  contradicted,— 

■for  the  people  were  not  in  the  nature  of  a  complete  army  of 

n,  who  might  oppose  a  manly  fortitude  to  the  necessity 

at  distressed  them ;  the  mukitiule  of  ttie  children,  and  of 

le  women  also,  being  of  too  weak  capacities  to  be  persuaded 

reason,  blunted  the  courage  of  the  men  themselves;)— 

OSes  therefore  was  in  great  difficulties,  and  made  every- 

1y*s  calamity  to  be  his  own :  for  they  ran  all  of  them  to 

im,  and  begged  of  him  ;   the  women  begged  for  their  in- 

faots^  and  the  men  for  the  women,  that  he  would  not  over- 

k   them,  but  procure  some  way   or  other  for  their  de- 

nce.     He  therefore  betook  himself  to  prayer  to  God,^ 

I  he  would  change  the  water  from  its  present  badnessj 

id  make  it  fit  for  drinking.     And  when  God  had  granted 

that  favour,  he  took  the  top  of  a  stick  that  lay  down  at 

feet,  and  divided  it  in  the  middle,  and  made  the  section 

igthways.     He  then  let  it  down  into  the  well,  and  per- 

ided  the  Hebrews  that  God  had  hearkened  to  his  prayers, 

id  had  promised  to  render  the  water  such  as  they  desired 

to  be,  in  ca^^e  they  would  be  subserviont  to  him  in  what  he 

old  enjoin  them  to  do,  and  this  not  after  a  remiss  or  neg- 

nt  manner.     And  when  they  asked  what  they  w^ere  to 

"o  in  order  to  have  the  water  changed  for  the  better,  he 

bid  the  strongest  men  among  them  that  stood  there,  to  draw 

up  water ^;  and  told  them,  that  when  the  greatest  part  was 

^driiwn  up,  the  remainder  would  be  fit  to  drink:   so  they 

^^^^^^t  Qddiiii,jD.K  here  to  Mose^^^  account  of  tbe  iweetemng  cif  the  water  at  Mamhi 
^HKhD  drriy«4  from  some  ancient  profane  author,  aod  he  Buch  an  author  also  ait  tooh<i 
^Vbft  fttttheottc  than  are  usuaUy  followed  by  Joftephus.  Phib  has  not  a  syllable  of 
Ithtae  tdditiuns,  nor  any  other  aoci  enter  wrUer  lb  at  we  know  of.  Had  Joseph  us 
UTitien  thi:»e  his  Aatiquities  for  tbe  use  of  the  Jews,  he  would  hardly  have  given 
fbsRi  ihe^e  very  improbable  circumstancca ;  but  writing  to  Gentiles,  thtit  thejp 
imgbt  not  campkin  of  bUoaiisaion  of  any  accotttits  of  such  miracles  derived  from 
Qilfl8lr»,  he  &id  not  think  proper  to  conceal  what  he  bad  met  with  there  about  thit 
which  procedure  is  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  character  aod  usage  of 
va  upon  many  occasions.  'J 'his  note  is^  I  confess,  barely  conjectural :  ami 
Joseph  us  never  tella  us  when  his  own  copy,  taken  out  of  the  temple*  had  such 
n%t  or  Mben  any  ancieot  notes  supphed  them  j  or  indeed  when  tbe'y  were 
'  from  Jewish,  and  when  from  (jeiuile  antiipiiy  ;  we  can  go  no  farther  iban 
M^^itiri^  in  soch  ca-^i ;  only  the  notions  of  Jews  were  generally  so  dif- 
•jf  Gentiles,  that  we  may  sometimes  make  no  imnrobahle  con- 
tort such  additions  bLdong.  See  also  somewhat  like  these  ad- 
M«  ..i<,r>«.^rUus*s  account  of  Elisha's  making  sweet  the  bitter  and  barreti 
•piiig  OMr  Jericho:  Of  ilie  War;  B.  IV.  ch,  viii.  §  3* 
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laboured  at  it  till  the  water  was  ao  agitated  and  purged  as 
to  be  fit  to  drink, 

S.  And  now,  removing  from  thence  they  came  to  Elim; 
which  place  looked  well  at  a  distance,  for  there  was  a  grove 
of  palm  trees;  but  when  they  came  near  it,  it  appeared  Co 
be  a  bad  place,  for  the  pahn-trees  were  no  more  than 
seventy;  and  they  were  ill-grown,  and  creeping  trees,  by 
the  want  of  water»  for  the  country  about  was  all  parched, 
and  no  moisture  sufficient  to  water  them,  and  make  them 
hopeful  and  useful,  was  derived  to  them  from  the  fountains, 
which  were  in  number  twelve :  they  were  rather  a  few  moist 
places  than  springs,  which  not  breaking  out  of  the  ground^ 
nor  running  over,  could  not  sufficiently  water  the  trees. 
And  when  they  dug  into  the  sand,  they  met  with  no  water; 
and  if  they  took  a  few  drops  of  it  into  their  hands,  they 
found  it  to  be  useless,  on  account  of  its  mud.  The  trees 
also  were  too  weak  to  bear  fruit,  for  want  of  being  sot 
ficiently  cherished  and  enlivened  by  the  water.  So  they 
laid  the  blame  on  their  conductor,  and  made  heavy  conH 
plaints  against  him  ,  and  said^  that  this  their  miserabb 
state,  and  the  experience  they  had  of  adversity,  were  owing 
to  him ;  for  that  they  had  then  journeyed  an  entire  thirty 
clays,  and  had  spent  all  the  provisions  they  had  brought 
with  them  \  and  meeting  with  no  relief,  they  were  in  a  very 
desponding  condition*  And  by  fixing  their  attention  uptfi 
nothing  but  their  present  misfortunes,  they  were  hindeffd 
from  remembering  what  deliverances  they  had  received  frcmi 
God,  and  those  by  the  virtue  and  wisdom  of  Moses  also;  w 
they  were  very  angr}'  at  their  conductor,  and  were  zealoQS 
in  their  attempt  to  stone  him,  as  the  direct  occasion  of  their 
present  miseries, 

4.  But  as  for  Moses  himself,  while  the  multitude  were 
irritated  and  bitterly  set  against  him,  he  cheeriuUy  relied 
upon  God,  and  upon  his  consciousness  of  the  care  he  had 
taken  of  these  his  own  people:  and  he  came  into  the  nridst 
of  them,  even  while  they  clamoured  against  him,  and  had 
stones  in  their  hands  in  order  to  despatch  him.  Now  he  wm 
of  an  agreeable  presence,  and  very  able  to  persuade  the 
people  by  his  speeches ;  accordingly  he  began  to  mitigate 
their  anger,  and  exhorted  them  not  to  be  over-mindful  of 
their  present^dversities,  lest  they  should  thereby  suffer  the 
benefits  that  had  fonnerly  been  bestowed  on  them  to  slip  QOt 
of  their  memories;  and  he  desired  them  by  no  means,  on 
account  of  their  present  uneasiness,  to  cast  those  great  and 
wonderful  favours  and  gifts,  which  they  had  obtained  of  God, 
out  of  their  minds,  but  to  expect  deliverance  out  of  those 
their  present  troubles  which  they  could  not  free  themselves 
from,  and  this  by  the  means  of  that  Divine  Providence  which 
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matched  over  them;  Seein*^  it  is  probable,  that  God  tries 
their  virtue,  and  exercises  their  patience  by  these  adversities, 
tbmC  it  may  appear  what  fortitude  they  have,  and  what  memory 
tbey  retain  of  his  former  wonderful  works  in  their  favour, 
ami  whether  they  will  not  think  of  them  upon  occasion  of  the 
miseries  they  now  feel.  He  told  them,  it  appeared  tliey  were 
not  really  good  men,  either  in  patience,  or  in  remembering 
what  had  been  successfully  done  for  thein^  sometimes  by  con- 
temning God,  and  his  commands,  when  by  those  commands 
ley  left  the  land  of  Egypt;  and  sometimes  by  behaving 
tetitselves  ill  towards  him  who  w^as  the  servant  of  God,  and 
is  when  he  had  never  deceived  them,  either  in  what  he  said, 
or  had  ordered  them  to  do  by  God's  commands.  He  also 
pot  them  in  mind  of  cill  that  had  passed:  how  the  Egyptians 
were  destroyed  when  they  attempted  to  detain  tliem,  contrary 
to  the  command  of  God;  and  after  what  manner  the  very 
mne  river  was  to  the  others  bloody,  and  not  lit  for  drinking, 
but  was  to  them  sweet,  and  tit  for  drinking;  and  how  they 
wctil  a  new  road  through  the  sea,  winch  fled  a  long  way  from 
ihem,  by  which  very  means  they  were  themselves  preserved, 
but  saw  their  enemies  destroyed ;  and  that  when  they  were 
m  want  of  weapons,  God  gave  them  plenty  of  them ,'  and  so 
he  recounted  all  the  particular  instances,  how  when  they 
were,  in  appearance,  just  going  to  be  destroyed,  God  had 
ived  them  in  a  surprising  manner ;  that  he  had  still  the  same 
'cr;  and  that  they  ought  not  even  now  to  despair  of  his 
proYidence  over  them  :  and  accordingly  he  exhorted  them 
to  continue  quiet,  and  to  consider  that  help  will  not  come  too 
though  it  come  not  immediately,  if  it  be  present  with 
before  they  sufler  any  great  misfortune ;  that  they  ought 
reason  thus,  that  God  delays  to  assist  them,  not  because 
has  no  regard  to  them,  but  because  he  will  first  try  their 
ittide,  and  the  pleasure  they  take  in  their  freedom,  that 
lie  may  learn  whether  you  have  souls  great  enough  to  bear 
want  of  food,  and  scarcity  of  water,  on  its  account;  or  whether 
you  rather  love  to  be  slaves,  as  cattle  are  slaves  to  such  aa 
own  them,  and  feed  them  liberally,  but  only  in  order  to  make 
ihrm  more  useful  in  their  service.  That  as  for  himself,  he 
jdiail  not  be  so  much  concerned  for  bis  own  preservation;  for 
if  be  die  unjustly,  he  shall  not  reckon  it  any  aftliction;  but 
i>  concerned  for  them,  lest,  by  casting  stones  at  him, 
i  .  ,    mid  he  thought  to  condenni  God  himself. 

5,  By  this  means  Moses  pacified  the  people,  and  restrained 
them  firom  stoning  him,  and  brought  them  to  repent  of  what 
'  1 1  y  were  going  to  do.     And  because  he  thought  the  neces- 
'ley  were  under  made  their  passion  less  unjuatifiiible,  he 

jht  he  ought  to  apply  himself  to  God  by  prayer  and 

itfjipltcation ;  and  gping  up  to  an  eminence,  he  requested  of 
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God  for  some  succour  for  the  people,  and  some  way  of  de- 
liverance from  the  want  they  were  in,  because  in  him,  and  in 
him  alone,  was  their  hope  of  salvation:  and  he  desired  that 
he  would  forgive  what  necessity  had  forced  the  people  to  do, 
since  such  was  the  nature  of  mankind,  hard  to  please,  and 
very  complaining  under  adversities.  Accordingly  God  pro- 
mised he  wouhl  take  care  of  them,  and  afford  them  the  sue* 
Gour  they  were  desirous  of.  Now  when  Moses  had  heard 
this  from  God,  he  came  down  to  the  multitude :  but  as  soon 
as  they  saw  him  joyful  at  the  promises  he  had  received  from 
God,  they  changed  their  sad  countenances  into  gladness. 
So  he  placed  himself  in  the  midst  of  them,  and  told  them,  he 
came  to  bring  them  from  God  a  deliverance  out  of  their  pre> 
sent  distresses.  Accordingly  a  little  after  came  a  vast  number 
of  quails,  which  is  a  bird  more  plentiful  in  this  Arabian  gulf 
than  any  where  else,  flying  over  the  sea,  and  hovered  over 
them,  till  wearied  with  their  laborious  flight,  and,  indeed,  as 
usual,  flying  very  near  to  the  earth,  they  fell  down  upon  the 
Hebrews,  who  caught  them,  and  satisfied  their  hunger  witk 
them,  and  supposed  that  this  was  the  method  whereby  God 
meant  to  supply  them  of  food.  Upon  which  Moses  returned 
thanks  to  God  for  aflbrding  them  his  assistance  so  suddenly, 
and  sooner  than  he  had  promised  them. 

6.  But  presently  after  this  first  supply  of  food,  he  sent 
them  a  second :  for  as  Moses  was  lifting  up  his  hands  in 
prayer,  a  dew  fell  down ;  and  Moses,  when  he  found  it  stick 
to  his  hands,  supposed  this  was  also  come  for  food  from  God 
to  them :  he  tasted  it ;  and  perceiving  that  the  people  knew 
not  what  it  was,  and  thought  it  snowed,  and  that  it  was  what 
usually  fell  at  that  time  of  the  year,  he  informed  them,  that 
this  dew  did  not  fall  from  heaven  after  the  manner  they 
imagined,  but  came  for  their  preservation  and  sustenance. 
So  he  tasted  it,  and  gave  them  some  of  it,  that  they  might 
be  satisfied  about  what  he  had  told  them.  They  also  imitated 
their  conductor,  and  were  pleased  with  the  food,  for  it  was 
like  honey  in  sweetness  and  pleasant  taste,  but  like  in  its 
body  to  bdellium,  one  of  the  sweet  spices,  but  in  bigness 
equal  to  coriander  seed.  And  very  earnest  they  were  in 
gathering  it:  but  they  were  enjoined  to  gather  it  equally*; 
the  measure  of  a  homer  for  each  man  every  day,  because 
this  food  should  not  come  in  too  small  a  quantity,  lest  the 
weaker  might  not  be  able  to  get  their  share,  by  reason  of  the 
overbearing  of  the  strong  in  collecting  it.  However,  these 
strong  men,  when  they  had  gathered  more  than  the  measure 

c  It  seems  to  me  from  what  Moses,  Exod.  xvi.  18,  St  Paul,  2  Cor  viii.  IS,  aid 
.Tosephus  here  says,  compared  together,  that  the  quantity  of  manna  that  feU  daily* 
and  did  not  putnfy,  was  just  so  much  as  came  to  a  homer  apiece,  throngli  lb* 
whole  host  oflsrael,  and  no  more* 
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appointed  for  them,  they  had  no  more  than  others,  Ijut  only 
tired  themselves  more  in  gathering  it,  for  they  found  no  more 
than  a  homer  apiece;  and  the  advantage  they  got  by  what 
was  superfluous  was  none  at  all,  it  corrupting,  both  by  the 
worm*  breeding  in  it,  and  by  its  bitterness.  So  divine  and 
wonderful  a  food  this  was  1  it  also  supplied  the  want  of  other 
sorts  of  food  to  those  that  fed  on  it.  And  even  now  in  all 
that  place  this  manna  comes  down  in  rain*^,  according  to  what 
Moses  then  obtained  of  God,  to  send  it  to  the  people  for 
their  sustenance.  Now  the  Hebrews  call  this  food  manna; 
for  the  particle  man,  in  our  language,  is  the  asking  of  a 
cfueJition,  What  is  this  ?  So  the  llebrew^s  were  very  joyful 
at  what  was  sent  them  from  heaven.  Now  they  made  use  of 
thiii  food  for  forty  years,  or  as  long  as  they  were  in  the 
wilderness, 

7,  As  soon  as  they  were  removed  thence,  they  came  to 
Rephtdem,  being  distressed  to  the  last  degree  by  thirst ;  and 
while  in  the  foregoing  days  they  had  lit  on  a  few  small  foun- 
tftins,  but  now  found  the  eartli  entirely  destitute  of  water, 
ibey  were  m  an  evil  case.  They  again  turned  their  anger 
I  igainst  Moses;  but  he  at  first  avoided  the  fury  of  the  multi* 
^Bude,  and  then  betook  himself  to  prayer  to  God,  beseeching 
^Hbioi,  that  as  he  had  given  them  food  when  they  were  in  the 
^Kreftteat  want  of  it,  so  he  would  give  thera  drink,  since  the 
^^mTour  of  giving  them  food  was  of  no  value  to  them  while  they 
Imd  nothing  to  drink.  And  God  did  not  delay  to  give  it 
ii  but  promised  IVIoses  he  would  procure  them  a  fountain, 
plenty  of  water  from  a  place  they  did  not  expect  any : 
commanded  him  to  smite  the  rock  which  they  saw  lying 
%  with  his  rod,  and  out  of  it  to  receive  plenty  of  what 
ted ;  for  he  had  taken  care  that  drink  should  come 
without  any  labour  or  pains-taking.  When  Moses 
received  this  command  from  God,  he  came  to  the  people 

*  Thm  mippotaU  that  the  sweet  hooey-dew  or  maDD3,  bo  celebrated  in  ancient 

1^  modem  authon,  a%  falling  u«t]&lly  m  Arabia,  wai  of  the  very  aame  lort  wilh 

ivMona  »eQl  to  the  lsme]ite&,  savours  more  of  Gemilism  thun  of  Judaism  or 

ity.     ll  U  QOt  inipiobable  that  some  ancient  Gentile  authar,  read  by 

,  §6  fhougUt ;  nor  would  he  here  contradict  him,  though  ju^t  l>efore,  and 

\19*J  V.  ch,  ill.  tect.  2.,  he  seemi  directly  to  allow  that  ii  had  not  been  Mea 

>1owever.  tbu  food  from  heaven  Is  here  descriljed  to  be  tike  snow  ^  and  ia 

Doi.  a  heathen  writer,  it  is  compared  to  meal,  "  like  to  oatmeal,  in  colour 

Itnow,  rained  down  hv  God,"  Efi^ay  on  the  Old  Test,  appen.  p.  239*     But  as 

riirmlion  of  the  wora  roaona^  whether  from  man,  which  Joaephui  says  then 

'  wb«l  is  ilV  or  frora*matit]ah,  **  to  divide,"  t.  e.  a  dividead  or  portion 

[  to  •vtry  ooei  it  is  uncertain  :  1  iticlioe  to  the  latter  derivation*    This  in  anna 

i.  aQgeli  food*  Ptal.  Ixxviii.  26;  and  by  our  Saviour,  John,  vi.  31.  fice.  as 

ell  ai  by  Jotephtu  here  and  elsewhere,  Antiq.  B.  III.  chap,  v.  sect.  3,  said  to  be 

nt  the  Jews  ffoiu  heaven* 

Hiif  rock  is  there  at  this  day,  is  the  travellers  ajrec  ;  and  must  be  the  same 
there  iu  the  days  of  Mo«e«,  as  being  too  large  to  be  brought  titither  by  our 
\  cftrriaf^es. 
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vrlio  waited  for  him,  and  looked  njxm  faim,  for  tbey  saw 
already  that  he  was  comins  apace  from  hit  enunenee.  Ai 
soon  as  he  was  come  he  told  them,  that  God  would  dcfirer 
them  from  their  present  distress,  and  had  granted  them  aa 
unexpected  favour ;  and  informed  them,  that  a  river  shcmld 
run  for  their  sakes  out  of  the  rock.  But  they  were  amased 
at  that  hearing,  supposing  they  were  of  necessity  to  cat  the 
rock  in  pieces,  now  they  were  distressed  by  their  thirst,  and 
by  their  journey :  while  Moses  only  smiting  the  rock  with 
his  rod,  opened  a  passage,  and  out  of  it  burst  out  water,  and 
that  in  great  abundance,  and  very  clear.  But  tbey  were 
astonished  at  this  wonderful  effect;  and,  as  it  were,  quenched 
their  thirst  by  the  very  sight  of  it.  So  they  drank  this 
pleasant,  this  sweet  water;  and  such  it  seemed  to  be,  ai 
might  well  be  expected  where  God  was  the  donor.  Tliey 
were  also  in  admiration  how  Moses  was  honoured  by  God ; 
and  they  made  grateful  returns  of  sacrifices  to  God  for 
his  providence  towards  them.  Now  that  scripture  which  is 
laid  up  in  the  temple',  informs  us,  how  God  foretold  to 
Moses,  that  water  should  in  this  manner  be  derived  out  of 
the  rock. 


CHAPTER  II. 

How  the  Atnaletiies,  and  the  neighbouring  nations^  made 
war  with  the  Hebrews^  and  were  beaten^  and  lost  a  great 
part  of  their  army. 

§  1.  The  name  of  the  Hebrews  began  already  to  be  every- 
where renowned,  and  rumours  about  them  ran  abroad. 
This  made  the  inhabitants  of  those  countries  to  be  in  no 
small  fear.  Accordingly  they  sent  ambassadors  to  one  an* 
other,  and  exhorted  one  another  to  defend  themselves,  and 
to  endeavour  to  destroy  these  men.  Those  that  induced 
the  rest  to  do  so,  were  such  as  inhabited  Gobolitis  and 
Petra.  Thev  were  called  Amalekites,  and  were  the  most 
warlike  of  tiie  nations  that  lived  thereabout;  and  whose 
kings  exhorted  one  another,  and  their  neighbours,  to  go  to 
this  war  against  the  Hebrews  ;  telling  them,  that  an  army  of 
strangers,  and  such  a  one  as  had  run  away  from  slavery  under 
the  Egyptians,  lay  in  wait  to  ruin  them,  which  army  they 
were  not,  in  common  prudence  and  regard  to  their  own  safe^, 
to  overlook,  but  to  crush  them  before  they  gather  strengtn, 


'  Note  liere,  that  the  small  book  of  the  principal  laws  of  Moses  is  ever  said  to  be 
laid  up  in  the  holy  house  itself,  but  the  larger  Pentateuch,  adhere,  somewhere  witbio 
the  limits  of  the  temple  aud  its  courts  only.    See  Antiq.  B.  V.  chap.  i.  f  17. 
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come  to  be  in  prosperity ;  and  perhaps  attack  tliem  first 
a  hostile  manner,  as  presuming  upon  our  indolence  in  not 
Itacking  them  before  ;  and  that  we  ought  to  avenge  our- 
res  of  them  for  what  they  have  done  in  the  wilderness, 
but  that  this  cannot  be  so  well  done  when  they  have  once 
^■lutd  tlieir  hands  on  our  cities,  and  our  ^oods:  that  those  who 
Hpndeavoiir  to  crush  a  power  in  its  tirst  rise,  are  wiser  than 
^Biose  that  endeavour  to  put  a  stop  to  its  progress  when  it  is 
^Pbecome  formidable ;  for  the^-e  last  seem  to  be  angry  only  at 
the  flourishing  of  others,  hut  the  formt?r  do  not  leave  any 

I  room  for  their  enemiet*  to  become  troublesome  to  them, 
tflfter  they  had  sent  such  ambassages  to  the  neighbouring 
pationsy  and  among  one  another,  they  resolved  to  attack  the 
klebrews  in  battle* 
I  2.  These  proceedings  of  the  people  of  those  countries  oc* 
pasioned  perplexity  and  trouble  to  Moses,  who  expected  no 
&uch  vrarhke  preparations.  And  when  these  nations  were 
ready  to  fight,  and  the  multitude  of  the  Hebrews  w^ere  ob- 
liged to  try  the  fiirtune  of  war,  they  were  in  a  mighty  disor- 
der, and  in  want  of  all  necessaries,  and  yet  were  to  make 
war  with  men  w!io  were  thoroughly  well  prepared  for  it. 
Then  therefore  it  was  that  Moses  began  to  encourage  them, 
ad  to  exhort  them  to  have  a  good  heart,  and  rely  on  God*s 
Issistance,  by  which  they  had  been  advanced  into  a  state  of 
"reedom,  and  to  hope  for  victory  over  those  who  were  ready 
i  fight  with  tliem,  in  order  to  deprive  them  of  that  blessing. 
['hat  they  were  to  suppose  their  own  army  to  be  nnmerous, 
ranting  nothing,  neither  weapons,  nor  money,  nor  provisions, 
lior  such  other  coriveniences  as  when  men  are  in  possession 
»f  they  fight  undauntedly ;  and  that  they  are  to  judge 
themselves  to  have  alt  these  advantages  in  the  divine  assist- 
ice.  They  are  also  to  suppose  the  enemies*  army  to  be 
n^ll,  unarmed,  weak,  and  such  as  want  those  conveniences 
rhich  they  know  must  be  wanted,  when  it  is  God*s  will  that 
"bey  shall  be  beaten.  And  how  valuable  God's  at^sistance 
hey  had  experienced  in  abundance  of  trials;  and  those 
as  were  more  terrible  than  war,  for  that  is  only  against 
(ten,  but  these  were  against  famine  and  thirst,  things  indeed 
,  were  in  their  own  nature  insuperable ;  as  also  against 
ntains,  and  that  sea  which  aflbrded  them  no  way  of 
jiing:  yet  had  all  these  difficulties  been  conquered  by 
f«  gracious  kindness  to  them*  So  he  exhorted  them  to 
courageous  at  this  time,  and  to  look  upon  their  entire 
sperity  to  depend  on  the  present  conquest  of  their 
tnemies. 

3.  And  with  these  words  did  Moses  encourage  the  muki- 

lade,  who  then  called  together  the  princes  of  their  tribes, 

land  their  chief  men,   both  separately  and  jointly*     The 
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young  men  he  charged  to  obey  their  elders^  and  the  elders 

i|o  hearken  to  their  leader.     So  the  people  were  elevated  in 

j  their  minds,  and  ready  to  try  their  fortune  in  battle,  and 

t hoped  to  be    thereby  at    length   delivered   from    all    their 

[miseries:  miy,  they  desired  that  Moses  would  immediately 

I  lead  them  against  their  enemies  without  the  least  delay,  tliat 

no  backwardness  might  be  a  binderance  to  their  present  re- 

golution.     So  Moses  sorted  all  that  were  fit  for  war  into  dif- 

iferent  troops;  and  set  Joshua,  the  son  of  Nun,  of  the  tribe 

I  of  Ephraim,  over  them ;  one  tliat  was  of  great  courage,  and 

patient  to  undergo  labours ;  of  great  abilities  to  understand. 

and  to  speak  what  was  proper ;  and  very  serious  in  the  wor- 

sbip  of  God;    and  indeed    made,    like   another   Moses,  a 

teacher  of  piety  towards  God.     He  also  appointed  a  small 

party  of  the  armed  men  to  be  near  the  water;  and  to  take  care 

of  the  children,  and  the  women,  and  of  the  entire  camp*     So 

that  whole  night  they  prepared  themselves  for  the  battle; 

they  took  their  weapons,  if  any  of  them  had  such  as  were 

well  made,  and  attended   to  their  commanders  as  ready  to 

rush  forth  to  the  battle,  as  soon  as  Moses  should  give  the 

word  of  command,    Moses  also  kept  awake,  teaching  Joshua 

^fter  what  manner  he  should  order  his  camp.    But  when  the 

day  began,  Moses  called  for  Joshua  again,  and  exhorted  him 

to  approve  himself  in  deeds  such  a  one  as  his  reputation 

made  men  expect   from   him ;    and  to   gain   glory   by  the 

Jiresent  expedition,  in  the  opinion  of  those  under  him, 
or  his  exploits  in  this  battle.  He  also  gave  a  particular 
exhortation  to  the  principal  men  of  the  Hebrews,  and 
encouraged  the  whole  army  as  it  stood  armed  before . 
liim.  And  when  he  had  thus  animated  the  army,  both  by 
his  words  and  works,  and  prepared  every  thing,  he  retired 
to  a  mountain,  and  committed  the  army  to  God  and  to 
,  Joshua. 

4.  So  the  armies  joined  battle ;  and  it  came  to  a  close  fight 
hand  to  hand,  both  sides  showing  great  alacrity,  and  encou- 
raging one  another.    And  indeed  while  Moses  stretched  out 
[his  hands  towards  heaven  «,  the  Hebrews  were  too  hard  far 


i  This  eminent  circumstance,  thtt  while  Mases's  hands  were  lift  op  towatdn 

Ikeaveo,  the  Tsraelites  prevai1e<1.  and  %vhile  ihey  were  let  down  towards  the  earth, 

i  the  Amalekiies  prevailed,  *eem*  lo  me  the  earliest  tntiniation  we  have  of  the  proper 

I  oosture*  used  of  old»  in  solemn  prayer,  which  was  the  itrelching  out  of  the  hands 

I  [and  eyes]  towards  heaven^as  oiher  passages  of  the  Old  and  Ne\^-  Testament  itiform 

"^USt     Nay.  bv  the  way,  thl*;  pontnre  leems  to  hive  continued  in  the  Christian 

church,  till  the  cter^,  iosicad  of  learning  their  prayers  by  heart,  read  them  oucof 

S  book,  which  is.  in  great  measuxG,  inconsistent  with  such  an  elevated  po6ltti«» 

•nd  which  ttcems  to  me  to  have  been  only  a  later  practice  introduced  under  ibe 

f  corrupt  state  of  the  church;  though  the  constant  use  of  divine  forms  of  pra]fer„ 

praise,  and  thanksgiving,  appears  to  me  to  have  been  the  practice  of  God^  people, 

patriarchs^  Jews,  and  Christians,  in  all  the  past  ages. 
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k'     ilekites :  but  Moses  not  being  able  to  sustain  his 
i.iis  stretched  out  (for  as  often  as  be  let  down  his 
Is,  so  often  were  his  own  people  worsted),  he  had  hia 
her  Aaron,  and  H«r>  their  sister  Miriam's  husband,  to 
d  on  each  side  of  him,  and  take  bold  of  his  bands,  and 
permit  bis  weakness  to  prevent  it,  but  to  assist  him  in 
the  extension   of  his  hands.     When    this  was   done,    the 
lebrews  conquered  the  Amalekites  by  main  force;  and  in- 
leed  tbey  had  all  perished,  unless  the  approacb  of  the  night 
had  obbged  the  Hebrews  to  desist  from  killing  any  mure- 
So  our  forefathers  obtained  a  most  signal  and  most  season- 
able victory  ;  for  they  not  only  overcame  ihose  that  fouglit 
against  them,  but  terrifiec^  also  the  neighbouring  nations, 
and  got  great  and  splendid  advantage,  which  they  obtained 
of  their  enemies  by  thetr  hard  pains  in  this  battle ;  for  when 
^ihey  had  taken  the  enemies'  camp,  they  got  ready  booty  for 
lie  public p  and  for  their  own  private  families^  whereas  till 
iieiJ  tbey  bad  not  any  sort  of  plenty,  of  even  necessary  food. 
The  forementioned  battle,  w  hen  they  had  once  got  it,  was 
i  the  occasion  of  their  prosperity,  not  only  for  the  present, 
but  for  the  future  ages  also;  for  they  not  only  made  slaves 
of  the  bodies  of  their  enemies,  but  subdued  their  minds  also, 
and,  after  this  battle,  became  terrible  to  all  that  dwelt  round 
about  them*     Moreover  they  acquired  a  vast  quantity  of 
riches ;  for  a  great  deal  of  silver  and  gold  was  left  in  the 
enemies'  camp ;  as  also  brazen   vessels,  wliicb   they  made 
common  use  of  in  their  famihes  ;  many  utensils  also  that 
were  embroidered,  there  were  of  both  sorts,  that  is,  of  what 
were  weaved,  and  what  were  the  ornaments  of  their  armour, 
and  other  things  that  served  for  use  in  the  family,  and  for 
the  furniture  of  their  rooms  ;  they  got  also  the  prey  of  their 
cattle,  and  of  whatsoever  uses  to  follow  camps,  when  they 
remove  from  one  place  to  another.     So  the  Hebrews  now 
valued  themselves  upon  their  courage,  and  claimed  great 
merit  for  their  valour;  and  they  perpetually  inured  them- 
selves  to  take  pains,  by  which  they  deemed  every  difficulty 
^tght  be  surmounted.     Such  were  the  consequences  of  this 
Utie. 

5.  On  the  next  day,  Moses  stripped  the  dead  bodies  of 

^iheir  enemies,  and  gathered  together  the  armour  of  those 

"tat  were  fled,  and  gave  rewards  to  such  as  had  signalised 

jithemselves  in  the  action;  and  highly  commended  Joshua, 

rtheir   general,  who  was    attested    to   by  all  the   army,  on 

account  of  the  great  actions  he  had  done.     Nor  was  any  one 

[fif  the  Hebrews  slain ;  but  the  slain  of  the  enemies'  army 

f  too  many  to  be  enumerated.    So  Moses  offered  sacrifices 

Rbanksgiving  to  God,  and  built  an  altar,  which  he  named, 

ae   Lard   the   Conqueror.      He   also   tbretold,   that  the 
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Amalekites  should  utterly  be  destroyed ;  and  that  hereafter 
none  of  them  should  remain,  because  they  fought  against 
the  Hebrews,  and  this  when  they  were  in  the  wilderness, 
and  in  their  distress  also.  Moreover,  he  refreshed  the  army 
with  feasting.  And  thus  did  they  figlit  this  first  battle  with 
those  that  ventured  to  oppose  them,  after  thev  were  gone 
out  of  Egypt.  But  when  Moses  had  celebrateo  this  festival 
for  the  victory,  he  permitted  the  Hebrews  to  rest  for  a 
few  days,  and  tlien  he  brought  them  out  after  the  fight, 
in  order  of  battle;  for  they  had  now  many  soldiers  in 
light  armour.  And  going  gradually  on,  he  came  to  mount 
Sinai,  in  three  months*  time  after  they  were  removed  out  of 
^gypt;  at  which  mountain  as  vfe  have  before  related,  the 
vision  of  the  bush,  and  the  other  wonderftil  appearanees, 
had  happened. 


CHAPTER  III. 

That  Moses  kindly  received  his  father-in-law  Jethro^  when 
he  came  to  him  to  mount  Sinm. 

Now  when  Raguel,  Moses's  father-in-law  understood  in 
what  a  prosperous  condition  his  affairs  were,  he  willingly 
came  to  meet  him  :  and  Moses  took  Zipporah  his  wife,  and 
his  children,  and  pleased  himself  with  his  coming.  And 
when  he  had  offered  sacrifice  he  made  a  feast  for  the 
multitude,  near  the  bush  he  had  formerly  seen;  which 
multitude,  every  one,  according  to  their  families,  partook  of 
the  feast.  But  Aaron,  and  his  family,  took  Raguel,  and 
sung  hymns  to  God,  as  to  him  who  had  been  the  author  and 
procurer  of  their  deliverance,  and  their  freedom.  They  also 
praised  their  conductor,  as  him  by  whose  virtue  it  was  that 
all  things  had  succeeded  so  well  with  them.  Raguel  also, 
in  his  euclmristical  oration  to  Moses,  made  great  encomiums 
upon  the  whole  multitude:  and  he  could  not  but  admire 
Moses  for  his  fortitude,  and  that  humanity  he  had  showed  in 
the  delivery  of  his  friends. 


I 

f 
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CHAPTER  IV. 


How  Raguel  suggested  to  Moses  to  set  his  people  in  order ^ 
under  their  rulers  of  thousands^  and  rttlerft  of  hundreds^ 
who  lired  wit/iout  order  before  :  ami  how  Moses  complied 
in  alt  things  with  his  father-in-law' s  admonition, 

K  The  next  day,  as  Kaguel  saw  Moses  in  the  midst  of  a 
crowd  of  business,  (for  he  determined  the  differences  of  those 
tbat  referred  them  to  himt  every  one  still  going  to  bim,  and 
supposing  that  they  should  then  only  obtain  justice,  if  he 
were  the  arbitrator;  and  those  that  lost  their  causes,  thought 
it  no  harm,  while  they  thought  they  lost  tbem  justly,  and 
not  by  partiality.)  Raguel,  however,  said  nothing  to  him  at 
that  time,  as  not  desirous  to  be  any  binde ranee  to  such  as 
had  a  mind  to  make  use  of  the  virtue  of  tlieir  conductor. 
But  afterward  he  took  him  to  himself,  and  when  he  had  him 
alone,  he  instructed  him  in  what  he  ought  to  do;  and  advised 
him  to  leave  the  trouble  of  lesser  causes  to  others,  but  himself 
to  take  care  of  the  greater,  and  of  tlie  people's  safety  ;  for 
that  certain  others  of  the  Hebrews  might  be  found  that  w^ere 
fit  to  determine  causes,  but  that  nobody  but  a  Moses  could 
lake  care  of  the  safety  of  so  many  ten  tliousands.  **  Be  not 
therefore,"  says  he,  "insensible  of  thine  own  virtue^  and 
what  thou  hast  done  by  ministering  under  God  to  the 
people's  preservation.  Permit,  therefore,  the  determination 
inmon  causes  to  be  done  by  others,  but  do  thou  reserve 
If  to  the  attendance  on  God  only,  and  look  out  for 

thods  of  preserving  the  multitude  from  their  present 
distress.  Make  use  of  the  method  I  suggest  to  you,  as  to 
hitman  affairs ;  and  take  a  review  of  the  army,  and  appoint 
chosen  rulers  over  tens  of  thousands,  and  then  over  thousands; 
then  divide  them  into  five  hundreds,  and  again  into  hundreds, 
anti  '    Hes;  and  set  rulers  over  each  of  them,  who  may 

disti   ^  them  into  thirties,  and  keep  them  in  order;  and 

at  least  number  them  by  twenties  and  by  tens :  and  let  there 

I  be  one  commander  over  each  number,  to  be  denoininated 
from  the  number  of  those  over  whom  they  are  rulers^  but 
•fuch  as  the  w^hole  muhitude  have  tried,  and  do  approve  as 
•being  good  and  righteous  men**;  and  let  these  rulers  decide 
the  controversies  fhey  liave  one  with  another*  But  if  any 
great  cause  arise,  let  them  bring  the  cognizance  of  it  before 
^  Tbts  miDDer  of  electing  the  judges  and  ofiiceTiottbe  I&riwlites  bj  Ihe  leflUmoDies 
•Ddnifffiges  of  Uie  people,  before  they  were  ordaioed  by  God,  or  by  Moses,  deserves 
Id  be  carefully  noted,  because  it  was  the  patiero  of  the  like  manner  of  the  choke 
tod  ordination  of  bishops,  presbyters^  and  deacons,  in  the  Chmtian  church* 


I 
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the  rulers  of  a  higher  dignity ;  but  if  any  great  difficulty 
arise  that  is  too  hard  for  even  their  determination,  let  them 
send  it  to  thee.  By  these  means  two  advantages  will  be 
gained;  that  the  Hebrews  would  have  justice  done  them; 
and  thou  wilt  be  able  to  attend  constantly  on  God,  and 
procure  him  to  be  more  favourable  to  the  people.** 

2.  This  was  the  admonition  of  Raguel;  and  Moses  received 
his  advice  very  kindly,  and  acted  according  to  his  suggestioii. 
Nor  did  he  conceal  the  invention  of  this  method,  nor  pretend 
to  it  himself,  but  informed  the  multitude  who  it  was  that 
invented  it:  nay,  he  has  named  Raguel  in  the  books  he 
wrote,  as  the  person  who  invented  this  ordering  of  the  people, 
as  thinking  it  right  to  give  a  true  testimony  to  worthy  persons, 
although  he  might  have  gotten  reputation  by  ascribing  to 
himself  the  inventions  of  other  men.  Whence  we  may  learn 
the  virtuous  disposition  of  Moses :  but  of  such  his  disposition, 
we  shall  have  proper  occasion  to  speak  in  other  places  of 
these  books. 


CHAPTER  V. 

How  Moses  ascended  up  to  mount  Sinaiy  and  received  laws 
from  Gody  and  delivered  tfiem  to  the  Hebrews. 

§  1.  Now  Moses  called  the  multitude  together,  and  told 
them  that  he  was  going  from  them  unto  mount  Sinai  to  con« 
verse  with  God;  to  receive  from  him,  and  to  bring  back 
with  him,  a  certain  oracle :  but  he  enjoined  them  to  pitch 
their  tents  near  the  mountain,  and  prefer  the  habitation  that 
was  nearest  to  God,  before  one  more  remote.  When  he 
had  said  this,  he  ascended  up  to  mount  Sinai,  which  is  the 
highest  of  all  the  mountains  that  are  in  that  country  ^,  and 
is  not  only  very  difficult  to  be  ascended  by  men,  on  account 
of  its  vast  altitude,  but  because  of  the  sharpness  of  its 
precipices  also ;  nay,  indeed,  it  cannot  be  looked  at  without 
pain  of  the  eyes  :  and  besides  this,  it  was  terrible  and  inac- 
cessible, on  account  of  the  rumour  that  passed  about,  that 
God  dwelt  there.     But  the  Hebrews  removed  their  tents  as 

*  Since  lhi<t  mountain  Sinai  is  here  said  to  be  the  highest  of  all  the  iDOuntaiiii 
that  are  in  that  country,  it  must  be  that  now  called  St.  Katharine's,  which  is  oni 
third  higher  than  that  within  a  mile  of  it,  now  called  Sinai,  as  Moos.  Thevenot 
informs  us.  Travels,  part  1.  chap,  xzviii,  p.  168.  The  other  name  of  it.  Horeb,  ii 
never  used  by  Josephus,  and  perhaps  was  its  name  among  the  Egyptians  onljt 
whence  the  Israelites  were  lately  come,  as  Sinai  was  its  name  among  the  Arabians, 
Canaanites,  and  other  nations.  Accordingly,  when  (1  Kings,  ix.  8.)  the  Scripture 
says,  that  Elijah  came  to  Horeb,  the  mount  of  God,  Josephus  justly  sayi,  Antiq.  B. 
yill.  chap.  ziii.  §  7.  that  he  came  to  the  mountain  called  Sinai:  and  Jerome, hen 
cited  by  Dr.  Hudson,  says,  that  he  took  this  mountain  to  have  two  names,  Sinai 
and  Choreb.    See  Noroin.  Heb.  p.  427. 
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cs  had  bidden  them,  and  took  possession  of  the  lowest 
parts  of  the  mountain  ;  and  were  elevated  in  their  minds,  in 
expectation  that  Moses  would  return  from  Ood  with  promises 
of  the  good  things  he  had  proposed  to  them :  so  they  feasted 
and  waited  for  their  conductor,  antl  kept  themseh^es  pure 
as  in  other  respects,  and  not  accompanying  with  their  wives 
for  three  days,  as  he  had  before  ordered  them  to  do.  And 
they  prayed  to  God,  that  he  would  favourably  receive  Moses 
his  conversing  with  him :  and  bestow  some  such  ^ift  upon 
lem  by  which  they  might  live  welL  They  also  lived  more 
lentifully  as  to  their  diet ;  and  put  on  their  wives  and  children 
IDore  ornamental  and  decent  clothing  than  they  usually 
wore- 

2.  So  they  passed  two  days  in  this  way  of  feasting:  but 
on  the  third  day,  before  the  sun  was  up,  a  cloud  spread 
ilfteir  over  the  whole  camp  of  the  Hebrews,  such  a  one  as 
none  had  before  seen,  and  encompassed  the  place  where 
they  had  pitched  tlieir  tents ;  and  while  all  the  rest  of  the 
air  was  clear,  there  came  strong  winds,  that  raised  up  large 
showers  of  rain,  which  became  a  mighty  tempest.  There 
was  also  such  lightning,  as  was  terrible  to  those  that  saw  it; 
and  thunder,  with  its  thunderbolts,  was  sent  down,  and 
declared  God  to  be  there  present  in  a  gracious  way  to  such 
«s  Moses  desired  he  should  be  gracious.  Now,  as  to  these 
matters^  every  one  of  my  readers  may  think  as  he  pleases; 
but  I  am  under  a  necessity  of  relating  this  history  as  it  is 
described  in  the  sacred  books.  This  sight,  and  the  amazing 
sckunds  that  came  to  their  ears,  disturbed  the  Hebrews  to  a 
prodigious  degree,  for  tliey  were  not  such  as  they  were 
accustomed  to;  and  then  the  rumour  that  was  spread  abroad, 
how  God  frequented  that  mountain,  greatly  astonished 
their  minds,  so  they  sorrowfully  contained  themselves  within 
ibeir  terjts,  as  both  supposing  Moses  to  be  destroyed  by 
tht  wrathi  and  expecting  the  like  destruction  for 

the. 

3.  When  they  were  under  these  apprehensions,  Moses 
appeared  as  joyful  and  greatly  exalted.  When  they  saw 
htm,  they  were  freed  from  their  fear,  and  admit tetl  of  more 
comfortable  hopes  as  to  what  was  to  come.  The  air  also 
was  become  clear  and  pure  of  its  former  disorders,  upon  the 
appearance  of  Moses.  Whereupon  he  called  together  the 
people  to  a  congregation,  in  order  to  their  hearing  what  God 
would  say  to  them  :  and  when  they  were  gathered  together, 
be  stood  on  an  eminence  whence  they  might  all  hear  him, 
and  said,  **  God  has  received  me  graciously,  O  Hebrews,  as 
he  had  formerly  done ;  and  has  suggested  a  happy  method 
of  living  for  you,  and  an  order  of  political  government,  and 
is  now  present  in  the  camp  ;  I  therefore  charge  you  for  his 
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sake,  antl4he"sake  of  his  works,  and  what  we  have  done  by 
his  means,  that  you  do  not  put  a  low  value  on  what  I  am 
going  to  say,  because  the  coiiunands  have  been  given  by  m9 
that  now  deliver  them  to  you,  nor  because  it  is  the  tongud 
of  a  man  that  dehvers  them  to  you;  but  if  you  have  a  dual 
regard  to  the  great  importance  of  tlie  things  themselves,  yotti 
will  understanci  the  greatness  of  hiui  whose  uistitutions  tnejfi 
are»  and  who  has  not  disdained  to  communicate  them  to  me 
for  our  common  advantage;  far  it  is  not  to  be  supposed^ 
that  the  author  of  these  institutions  is  barely  Moses,  the  son 
of  Amram  and  Jochebed,  but  he  who  obliged  the  Nile  to 
run  blotuly  for  your  sakes,  and  tamed  the  haughtiness  of 
the  Egyptians  by  various  sorts  of  judgments ;  he  who 
provided  a  way  through  the  sea  for  us;  he  who  contrived  a 
method  of  sending  us  food  from  heaven,  when  we  were 
distressed  for  want  of  it;  he  who  made  the  water  to  issue  out 
of  a  roek,  when  we  !iad  very  little  of  it  before;  he  by  whose 
means  Adam  was  made  to  partake  of  the  fruits  both  of  th 
land  and  of  the  sea ;  he  by  whose  means  Noah  escaped  the 
deluge  ;  he  by  whose  means  our  forefather  Abraham,  of  a 
wandering  pilgrim,  was  made  the  heir  of  the  land  of  Canaan;, 
he  by  whose  means  Isaac  was  born  of  parents  who  were 
very  old ;  he  by  whose  means  Jacob  was  adorned  with 
twelve  virtuous  sons ;  he  by  whose  means  Joseph  became  a 
potent  lord  over  the  Egyptians :  he  it  is  who  conveys  these 
instructions  to  you  by  me  as  his  interpreter.  And  let  tbeia 
be  to  you  venerable,  and  contended  for  more  earnestly  by 
you  than  your  own  children,  and  your  own  wives;  for  if  you 
will  follow  them  you  will  lead  a  happy  life;  you  will  enjoy 
the  land  fruitful,  the  sea  calm,  and  the  fruit  of  the  womb 
born  complete,  as  nature  requires  ;  you  will  be  also  terrible 
to  your  enemies  :  for  I  have  been  admitted  into  the  presence 
of  God,  and  been  made  a  hearer  of  his  incorruptible  voioe; 
so  great  is  his  concern  for  your  nation  and  its  duration,** 

4.  When  he  had  said  this,  he  brought  the  people,  witk 
their  wives  and  children,  so  near  the  mountain,  that  ihey 
might  hear  God  himself  speaking  to  them  about  the  precepts 
which  they  were  to  practise;  that  the  energy  of  what  should 
be  spoken  might  not  be  hurt  by  its  utterance  by  that  tongue 
of  a  man,  winch  could  but  imperfectly  deliver  it  to  their 
understanding-  And  they  all  heard  a  voice  that  came  to  b& 
of  them  from  above,  insomuch  that  no  one  of  these  wordi 
escaped  them,  which  Moses  wrote  in  two  tables ;  which  it  is 
not  lawful  for  us  to  set  down  directly,  but  their  import  we 
will  declared 
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^  Of  llii«  aod  uTiother  Hke  juperstitious  tiolion  of  the  Phnriaecs.  which  JowpUtii 
compUetl  with,  see  the  note  on  Antiq.  B,  IL  chap.  xVu  seel.  4, 
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^Kfi.  The  first  commandment  teaches  us,  that  there  is  hut 

Hfee  God,  and  that  we  ought  to  worship  liim  only.     The 

wcond  commands  us,  not  to  make  tlie  image  of  any  living 

crenture  to  worship  it.     The  third,  that  we  mu8t  not  swear 

by  God  in  a  false  manner.     The  fourth,  that  we  must  keep 

tbe  seventh  day,  hy  resting  from  all  sorts  of  work*     The 

fifth,  that  we  must  honour  our  parents.     The  sixth,  that  we 

must  abstain  from  murder.     The  seventh,  that  we  must  not 

^pimiiit  adultery.     The  eighth,  that  we  must  not  be  guilty  of 

^BefL    The  ninth,  that  we  must  not  bear  false  witness.    The 

^nith,  that  we  must  not  admit  of  the  desire  of  any  thing  that 

it  another's. 
^^f>.  Now  when  the  niuUitude  had  heard  God  himself  giving 
^fcose  precepts  which  Moses  had  discoursed  of,  thev  rejoiced 
it  what  was  said ;  and  the  congregation  was  dissolved  :  hut 
^p  the  following  days  they  came  to  his  tent,  and  desired  him 
^^bring  them  besides  other  laws  from  God.  Accordingly 
Hp  Appointed  such  laws ;  and  afterwards  informed  them  in 
^BuiC  manner  they  should  act  in  all  cases :  which  laws  I 
^Wall  make  mention  of  in  their  proper  time  ;  hut  I  shall 
e  most  of  those  laws  for  another  work',  and  make 
re  a  distinct  explication  of  them. 

\   When  matters  were  brought  to  this  state,  Moses  went 

again  to  mount  Sinai,  of  which  lie  had  told  them  before- 

itd*     He  made  his  ascent  in  their  sight ;  and  while  he 

id  there  so  long  a  time  (for  he  was  absent  from  them  forty 

)   fear    seized  upon   the   Hebrews,  lest  Moses   should 

come  to  any  harm;  nor  was  there  any  thing  else  so 

id  that  so  much  troubled  them,  as  this  supposal  that 

was   perished.     Now   there   was  a  variety   in   their 

KMfilioientd  about  it ;  some  saying  that  he  was  fallen  among 
«t8,  and  those  that  were  of  this  opinion  were  chiefly 
were  ill  disposed  to  him;  but  others  saying,  that  he 
itits  utrparted  and  gone  to  God :  but  the  wiser  sort  were  led 
by  their  reason  to  embrace  neither  of  those  opinions  with 
uiy  iMitisfaction,  thinking,  that  as  it  was  a  thing  that  some- 
tiliies  happens  to  men  to  fall  among  wild  heasts,  and  perish 
that  way,  so  it  was  probable  enough  that  he  might  depart 
and  go  to  God,  on  account  of  his  virtue ;  they  therefore 
W0r«  quiet,  and  expected  the  event:  yet  were  they  exceeding 
WJiry  npon  the  supposal  that  they  were  deprived  of  a  governor, 
and  a  protector,  such  a  one  indeed  as  they  could  never 
recover  again :  nor  would  this  suspicion  give  them  leave  to 
expect  any  comfortable  event  about  this  man,  nor  could  they 

*  Tiki*  other  work  of  Josephus's  here  T«ferf«d  to,  s««m9  lo  be  ihftt  which  doet 
Ml  iffpeu-  lf>  bare  been  ever  published,  which  yet  he  inteaded  lo  publish,  about 
Hit  f«AsecM  of  mmnj  of  the  lawt  of  Wow* :  of  which  sec  ihc  note  on  ihe  Preface, 
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Erevent  their  trouble  and  melancholy  upon  this  occasion 
[owever,  the  camp  durst  not  remove  all  this  while,  becaiia 
Moses  had  bid  them  afore  to  stay  there* 

8.  But  when  the  forty  days,  and  as  many  nights,  wer 
over,  Moses  came  down,  having  tasted  nothing  of  food  usualli 
appointed  for  the  nourishment  of  men.  His  appearanc 
filled  the  army  with  gladness,  and  he  declared  to  them  wha 
care  God  had  of  them,  and  by  what  manner  of  conduct  o| 
their  Uves  they  might  Hve  happily;  telling  them,  that  during 
these  days  of  his  absence,  he  had  suggested  to  him  also  tha 
he  would  have  a  tabernacle  built  for  him,  into  which  h€ 
would  descend  when  he  came  to  them  ;  and  how  we  should 
carry  it  about  with  us  when  we  remove  from  this  place  j  and 
that  there  would  be  no  longer  any  occasion  for  going  up  to 
mount  Sinai,  but  that  he  would  himself  come  and  pitch  hfa 
tabernacle  amongst  us,  and  be  present  at  our  prayers ;  at^ 
also  that  the  tabernacle  should  be  of  such  measures  andV 
constructions  as  he  liad  showed  him,  and  tliat  you  are  to  fall 
to  the  work,  and  prosecute  it  diligently.  When  he  had  said^ 
this,  he  showed  them  the  two  tables,  with  the  commandment^ 
engraved  upon  theni^  five  upon  each  table;  and  the  writinj 
was  by  the  hand  of  God. 


CHAPTER  VL 

Concerning  (he  Tabernacle  which  Moses  buiH  in  the  ti*iUen\ 
ness,  for  the  honour  of  God,  and  which  seemed  to  be  it 
Jiemple. 

Hereupon  the  Israelites  rejoiced  at  what  they  had  sccni 
and  heard  of  their  conductor,  and  were  not  wanting  in  dili- 
gence according  to  their  ability ;  but  they  brought  silveriJ 
and  gold,  and  brass,  and  of  the  best  sortsof  wood^  and  suckl 
as  would  not  at  all  decay  by  putrefaction :  camels*  hair  also, 
and  sheep-skins,  some  of  them  dyed  of  a  blue  colour,  and 
some  of  a  scarlet;  some  brought  the  flower  for  the  purplfti 
colour,  and  others  for  \?hite,  witJi  wool  dyed  by  the  flowcrtj 
aforementioned;  and  fine  linen  and  precious  stones,  wl 
those  that  use  costly  ornaments  set  in  ouches  of  gold  ;  xhtjl 
brought  also  a  great  quantity  of  spices  ;  for  of  these  mitM 
rials  did  Moses  build  the  tabernacle,  which  did  not  at  all| 
differ  from  a  moveable  and  ambulatory  temple.     Now  whe 
these  things  were  brought  together  with  great  diligence,  focI 
every  one  was  ambitious  to  further  the  work  even  beyon4] 
their  ability,  he  set  architects  over  the  works,  and   this  bj' 
the  command  of  God;  and  indeed  the  very  same  which 
people  themselves  would  have  chosen,  had  the  election 
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sllowed  to  them.  Now  their  names  are  set  down  in  wridng 
in  the  sacred  books  ;  and  they  were  these,  Besaleel  the  son 
of  Uri,  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  the  grandson  of  Miriam,  the 
abler  of  their  conductor;  and  Aholiab,  the  son  of  Ahisamaeh, 
of  the  tribe  of  Dan.  Now  tlie  people  went  on  with  what 
they  had  undertaken  with  so  great  ahicrity,  that  Moses  was 
^bilged  to  restrain  them^  by  making  proelamation,  that  what 
Bd  been  brought  was  snfficient,  as  the  artificers  had  in- 
loroied  him.  So  they  fell  to  work  upon  the  building  of  the 
tabernacle.  Moses  also  informed  tliem,  according  to  the  di- 
rection of  God,  both  what  the  measures  were  to  be,  and  its 
largeness;  and  liow  many  vessels  it  ought  to  contain,  for  the 
use  of  the  sacrifices.  The  women  also  were  ambitious  to  do 
their  parts,  about  the  garments  of  the  priests,  and  about 
other  things  that  would  be  wanted  in  this  work,  both  for 
omatfient,  and  for  the  divine  service  itself 

2.  Now  when  all  things  were  prepared,  the  gold,  and  the 
silver,  and  the  brass,  and  what  was  woven,  Moses,  wlien  he 
^^  appointed  beforehand  that  there  shoukl  be  a  festival, 
^H  that  sacrifices  should  be  offered  according  to  every  one*8 
^Htty,  reared   up   the   tabernacle  "**     And   when   he   had 
Hajtured  the  open  court,  fifty  cubits  broad  and  a  hundred 
Ton^,  he  set  up  brazen  pillars,  five  cubits  high,  twenty  on 
each  of  the  longer  sides,  and  ten  pillars  for  the  breadth  be- 
hind ;  every   one   of   the   pillars   also  had  a   ring.     Their 
eh^piters  were  of  silver,  but  their  bases  were  of  brass  :  they 
resembled  the  sharp  ends  of  spears,  and  were  of  brass,  fixed 
the  ground.     Cords  were  also  put  tli rough  the  rings, 
were  tied  at  their  farther  ends  to  brass  nails  of  a  cubit 
h,  at  every  pillar,  were  driven  into  ttie  floor,  and 
p  the  tiibernacle  from  being  shaken  by  the  violence 
rinds.     But  a  curtain  of  fine  soft  linen  went  round  all  the 
and  hung  down  in  a  flowing  and  loose  manner  froni 
Ir  chapiters,  and  enclosed  the  whole  space,  and  seemed 
At  all  unlike  to  a  wall  about  it.     And  tliis  was  the  struc- 
ture of  three  of  the  sides  of  this  enclosure.     But  as  for  the 
fourth  side,  which  was  fifty  cubits  in  extent,  and  was  the 
fit  of  the  whole,  twenty  cubits  of  it  were  for  the  opening 
Jie  gates^  wherein  stood  two  pillars  on  eacli  side,  after  the 
L^,KU,*f,^  of  open  gates:  these  were  made  wholly  of  silver, 
ed,  and  that  all  over,  excepting  the  bases,  which 
tit  brass.     Now  on  each  side  of  the  gates  there  stood 
pillars,  which  were  inserted  into  the  concave  bases  of 
!il^  gates,  and  were  suited  to  them ;  and   round    them  wa« 
a  curtain  of  fine  linen.     But  to  the  gates  themselves. 


i  lAbcroAele  of  Moses^  with  its  several  parts  ami  rurniture^  see  my  dc* 
i  lir^e*  chap,  vi.  vii.  viii.  iic.  X,  Ki.  %n.  liereto  bcbogingf, 
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which  were  twenty  cubits  in  extent,  and  five  in  height,  tin 
curtain  was  composed  of  purple,  and  scarlet,  and  blue,  am 
fine  linen,  and  embroidered  with  many  and  divers  sorts 
figures,  excepting  the  figures  of  animals*     Within    these 
gates  was  the  brazen  laver  for  purification,  having  a  hmiu 
beneath,  of  the  like  matter,  whence  the  priests  might  wash 
their  hands,  and  sprinkle  tbeir  feet.     And  this  was  the  or 
namental  construction  of  the  enclosure  about  the  court  of  tb 
tabernacle,  which  was  exposed  to  the  open  air. 

3.  As  to  the  tabernacle  itself,  Moses  placed  it  in  the 
middle  of  thtit  court,  with  its  front  to  the  east,  that,  whei 
the  sun  arose,  it  might  send  its  first  rays  upon  it*  Iti 
length,  when  it  was  set  up,  was  thirty  cubits,  and  its  breadt! 
was  twelve  [ten]  cubits.  The  one  of  its  walls  was  on  the 
south,  and  the  other  was  exposed  to  the  north,  and  on  the 
back  part  of  it  reniained  the  west.  It  was  necessary  that 
height  should  he  equal  to  its  breadth  [ten  cubits].  There 
were  also  pillars  made  of  wood,  twenty  on  each  side ;  thi 
were  wrought  into  a  quadrangidar  figure,  in  breadth  a  cub^^ 
and  a  half,  hut  the  thickness  was  four  fingers:  they  had  thin 
plates  of  gold  affixed  to  them  on  both  sides,  inwardly  and 
outwardly :  they  had  each  of  them  two  tenons  belonging  to 
them,  inserted  into  their  bases,  and  these  were  of  silver ;  ijkji 
each  of  which  bases  there  was  a  socket  to  receive  the  tenan« 
But  the  pillars  on  the  west  wall  were  six.  Now  all  these 
tenons  and  sockets  accurately  fitted  one  another,  insomuch 
that  the  joints  were  invisible,  and  both  seemed  to  be  one 
entire  and  united  wall.  It  was  also  covered  with  gold,  both 
within  and  without.  The  number  of  pillars  was  equal  on  the 
opposite  sides,  and  there  were  on  each  part  twenty,  and' 
every  one  of  them  had  the  third  part  of  a  span  in  thickness: 
so  that  the  number  of  thirty  cubits  were  fully  made  up  be- 
tween thenu  But  as  to  the  wall  behind,  where  the  six  pilkn 
made  up  together  only  nine  cubits,  they  made  two  other 
pillars,  and  cut  them  out,  of  one  cubit,  which  they  placed  in 
the  corners,  and  made  them  equally  fine  with  the  other. 
Now  every  one  of  the  j)illars  liad  rings  of  gold  affixed  to 
their  fronts  outward,  as  if  they  had  taken  root  in  the  pillars,, 
and  stood  one  row  over  against  another  round  about,  through 
which  %vere  inserted  bars  girt  over  with  gold,  each  of  them 
five  cubits  limg,  and  these  bound  together  the  pillars,  the 
head  of  one  bar  running  into  another,  after  the  nature  of  one^M 
tenon  inserted  into  another.  Rut  for  the  wall  behind,  there  S 
was  but  one  row  of  bars  that  went  through  all  the  pillars, 
into  which  row  ran  the  ends  of  the  bars  on  each  side  of  the  J 
longer  walls ;  the  nude  with  its  female  being  so  fastened  infl 
their  joints,  that  they  held  the  whole  firmly  together;  andfl 
for  this  reason  was  nil  tins  joined  so  fast  t(»gether,  that  theH 
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ibemacle  might  not  be  shaken,  either  by  the  winds,  or  by 
ciy  other  means,  but  that  it  migtit  preserve  itself  quiet  and 
imoveahle  continually. 

4*  As  for  the  inside,  Moses  parted  its  length  inio  three 
rtitions.     At  the  distance  of  ten  cubits   from  the  most 
rt  end,  Moses  placed  four  pillars,  whose  workmanship 
the   very  same  with  that  of  the  rest ;  and  they  stood 
m  the  hke  bases  with  them,  each  a  small  matter  distant 
his  fellow.     Now  the  room  within  those  pillars  was  the 
Boist  holy  place;  but  the  rest  of  the  room  was  the  taherna- 
which  was  open  for  the  priests.     However,  this  propor- 
[>n  of  the  ojeasures  of  the  tabernacle  proved  to  be  an  imi- 
Ition  of  the  system  of  the  world:  for  that  third  part  thereof 
|bich  was  within  the  four  pillars,  to  which  the  priests  were 
Imitted,  is,  as  it  were,  a  heaven  peculiar  to  God  ;  but 
pace  of  the  twenty  cubits,  is,  as  it  were,  sea  and  land, 
lich  men  live,  and  so  this  part  is  peculiar  to  the  priests 
But  at  the  front,  where  the  entrance  was  made,  they 
plftced  pillars  of  gold,  that  stood  on  bases  of  brass,  in  number 
i;  but  then  they  spread  over  the  tabernacle  veils  of  fine 
&ii^  and  purple,  and  blue,  and  scarlet  colours,  embroidered, 
be  first  veil  was  ten  cubits  every  way,  and  this  they  spread 
rer  the  pillars  which  parted  the  temple,  and  kept  the  most 
place  concealed  within  ;  and  this  veil  was  that  which 
this  part  not  visible  to  any.     Now  the  whole  temple 
illed  the  Holy  Place;  but  tlxat  part  which  was  within 
'four  pillars,  and  to  which  none  were  admitted,  was  called 
_       Holy  of  Holies.     This  veil  was  very  ornamental,  and 
embroidered  with  all  sorts  of  flowers  which  the  earth  pro- 
_diH:cs  :  and  there  were  interwoven  into  it  all  sorts  uf  variety 
lit  be  an  ornament,  excepting  the  forms  of  animals, 
tiiLi  veil  there  was  which  covered  the  five  pillars  that 
at  the  entrance:  it  was  like  the  former  in  its  magnitude, 
Rxture,  and  colour;  and  at  the  corner  of  every  pillar  a 
(Stained  it  from  the  top  downwards  half  the  depth  of 
pillars,  the  other  half  affording  an   entrance  for  the 
iests,  who  crept  under  it.     Over  this  there  was  a  veil  of 
1,  of  the  same  largeness  with  the  former;  it  was  to  be 
nwTi  this  way  or  that  way  by  cords,  whose  rings  fixed  to 
texture  of  the  %'eil,  and  to  the  cords  also,  were  subser- 
pnl  to  the  draM'ing  and  undrawing  of  the  veil,  and  to  the 
atenin^  it  at  the  corner,  that  then  it  might  be  no  hinder- 
bee  to  the  view  of  the  sanctuary,  especially  on  solemn  days; 
that  on  other  days,  and  especially  when  the  weather  was 
lied  to  snow,  it  might  be  expanded,  and  afford  a  cover- 
ng  to  the  veil  of  divers  colours  :  whence  that  custom  of  ours 
u  dcrivcdp  of  having  a  fine  linen  veil,  after  the  Icmplc  has 
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been  built,  to  be  drawn  over  the  entrances*  But  the  ten 
other  curtains  were  four  cubite  in  breadth,  and  twenty -eight 
in  length;  and  had  golden  clasps,  in  order  to  johi  the  one 
curtain  to  the  other,  which  was  done  so  exactly  that  they 
seemed  to  be  one  entire  curtain;  these  were  spread  over  the 
temple,  and  covered  all  tlie  top  and  parts  of  tbe  walk,  on  the 
sides  and  behind,  so  far  as  within  one  cubit  of  the  ground. 
There  were  other  curtains  of  the  same  breadth  with  these^ 
but  one  more  in  number,  and  longer,  for  they  were  thirty 
cubits  long ;  but  these  were  woven  of  hair,  with  the  like 
subtilty  as  those  of  wool  were  made,  and  were  extended 
loosely  down  to  the  ground,  appearing  like  a  triangular 
front  and  elevation  at  the  gates  ;  the  eleventh  curtain  being 
used  for  this  very  purpose.  There  were  also  other  curtains 
made  of  skins  above  these,  wliich  afforded  covering  and  pro- 
tection to  those  that  were  woven,  both  in  hot  weather,  and 
when  it  rained.  And  great  was  the  surprise  of  those  who 
viewed  these  curtabis  at  a  distance,  for  they  seemed  not  at 
all  to  differ  from  the  colour  of  the  sky.  But  those  that  were 
made  of  hair,  and  of  skins,  reached  dow^n  in  the  same  man- 
ner as  did  the  veil  at  the  gates  ;  and  kept  off  the  heat  of  the 
sun,  and  what  injury  the  rains  might  do*  And  after  thit 
manner  was  the  tabernacle  reared. 

o.  There  was  also  an  ark  made,  sacred  to  God,  of  wood 
that  was  naturally  strong,  and  coiJd  not  be  corrupted  :  this 
was  called  Eron,  in  our  own  language.  Its  construction  was 
thus:  Its  length  was  five  spans,  but  its  breadth  and  height 
were  each  of  them  three  spans.  It  was  covered  all  over 
with  gold,  both  within  and  without,  so  that  the  w^ooden  part 
was  not  seen.  It  had  also  a  cover  united  to  it,  by  golden 
hinges,  after  a  wonderful  manner ;  which  cover  was  every 
way  evenly  fitted  to  it,  and  had  no  eminences  to  hinder  its 
exact  conjunction.  Tliere  w^ere  also  two  golden  rings  be- 
longing to  each  of  the  longer  boards,  as  passing  through  the 
entire  wood,  and  through  them  gilt  bars  passed  along  each 
board,  that  it  might  thereby  be  moved  and  carried  about,  as 
occasion  should  recjuire ;  for  it  was  not  drawn  in  a  cart  by 
beasts  of  burden,  but  borne  on  the  shoulders  of  the  priests. 
Upon  this  its  cover  were  two  images,  which  tlie  Hebrews 
call  Clterubims  ;  they  are  flying  creatures,  but  their  form  is 
not  like  to  that  of  any  of  the  creatures  which  men  have  seeiif 
though  Moses  said  he  had  seen  such  beings  near  the  throne 
of  God.  In  this  ark  he  put  the  two  tables  whereon  the  ten 
commandments  were  written,  five  upon  each  table,  and  twn 
and  a  half  upon  each  side  of  them :  and  this  ark  he  placed 
in  the  most  holy  place. 

6.  But  in  ihe  holy  place  he  placed  a  table,  Uke  those  at 
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I>rlphi :  its  length  was  two   cubits,  and   its   breadth    one 
f  tibit,  and  its  height  three  spans*     It  had  feet  also,  the  lower 
|iart  of  which  were  complete  feet,  resembling  those  which 
'le  Dorians  put  to  their  bedsteads,  but  the  upper  parts  to- 
wards the  table  were   wrought  irito  a  square  form.     The 
feibie  had  a  hollow  towards  every  side,  having  a  ledge  of 
ur  fingers'  depth,  that  went  round  about  Uke  a  spiral,  both 
the  upper  and  lower  part  of  the  body  of  the  work*    Upon 
very  one  of  the  feet  was  there  also  inserted  a  ring,  not  far 
om  the  cover,  through  which  went  bars  of  wood  beneath, 
ut  gilded,  to  be  taken  out  upon  occasion,  there  being  a 
vity  where  it  was  joined  to  the  rings ;  for  they  were  not 
tire  rings,  but  before  they  came  quite  round  they  ended 
acute  points^  the  one  of  which  was  inserted  into  the  pro- 
inent  part  of  the  table^  and  the  other  into  the  foot :  and  by 
ese  it  was  carried  when  they  journeyed.     Upon  this  table, 
which  was  placed  on  the  north  side  of  the  temple,  not  far 
•om  the  most  holy  place,  were  laid  twelve  unleavened  loaves 
f  bread,  six  upon  each  heap,  one  above  another:  they 
ere  made  of  two  tenth-deals  of  the  purest  flour,  which 
nth'deal  is  [an  homer]  a  measure  of  the  Hebrews,  con- 
ining  seven  Athenian  cotylie;  and  above  those  loaves  were 
ut  two  vials  full  of  frankincense.     Now  after  seven  days 
ther  loaves  were  brought  in  their  stead,  on  the  day  which 
by  us  called  the  Sabbath ;  for  we  call  the  seventh  day  the 
abbath :  but  for  the  occasion  of  this  invention  of  placing 
ives  here,  we  will  speak  to  it  in  another  place. 

Over-against  this  table  near  the  southern  wall,  was  set 
candlestick  of  cast  gold,  hollow  within,  being  of  the  weight 
f  one  hundred  pounds,  which  the  Hebrews  call  cinchares;  if 
be  turned  into  the  Greek  language,  it  denotes  a  talent. 
i  wAd  made  with  its  knops,  and  lilies,  and  pomegranatesi 
and  bowls,  (which  ornaments  amounted  to  seventy  in  all) ; 
by  which  means  tfie  shaft  elevated  itself  on  high  from  a  single 
bii^e,  and  spread  itself  into  as  many  branches  as  there  are 
planets,  mcluding  the  sun  among  them.  It  terminated  in 
leven  heads,  in  one  row,  all  standing  parallel  to  one  another; 
«nd  these  branches  carry  seven  lamps,  one  by  one,  in  imita* 
lion  of  the  number  of  the  planets :  these  lamps  looked  to  the 
emat  fatid  to  the  south,  the  candlestick  being  situate  ob- 
uely, 

S.  Now  betw^een  this  candlestick  and  the  table,  which,  as 

said*  were  w*ithin  the  sanctuary,  was  the  altar  of  incense, 

of  wood  indeed,  bat  of  the  same  wood  of  which  the 

►regoing  vessels  were  made,  such  as  was  not  liable  to  cor- 

ptton:  it  was  entirely  crusted  over  with  a  golden  plate. 

Is  breadth  on  each  side  was  a  cubit,  but  the  altitude  double. 

it  was  a  grate  of  gold,  that  was  extant  above  the  altar^ 
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which  had  a  golden  crown  encompassing  it  round  aboiit» 
whereto  belonged  rings  and  bars,  by  which  the  prlesta 
carried  it  when  they  journeyed.  Before  this  tabernacle 
there  was  reared  a  brazen  altar,  but  it  was  within  made  of 
wood,  five  cubits  by  measure  on  each  side,  but  its  height  wan 
hut  three,  in  hke  manner  adorned  with  brass  plates  as  bright 
as  gold.  It  had  also  a  brazen  hearth  of  net-work;  for  the 
ground  underneath  received  the  fire  from  the  hearth,  because 
it  had  no  basis  to  receive  it.  Hard  by  this  altar  lay  the 
basins,  and  the  vials,  and  the  censers,  and  the  caldron*, 
made  of  gold :  but  the  other  vessels,  made  for  the  use  of  the 
sacrifices,  were  all  of  brass.  And  such  was  the  construction 
of  tlie  tabernacle  ;  and  these  were  the  vessels  thereto 
belonging. 


CHAPTER  VII. 


Concerning  the  garments  of  the  Priests,  and  of  the  High 

Priest* 

§    1,   There  were  peculiar  garments   appointed   for  the 

t>riests,  and  for  all  the  rest,  which  they  call  Cahan»«» 
priestly]  garments,  as  al?o  for  the  high-priest,  which  they 
call  Cabanaea*  Rabbse,  and  denote  the  high-priest*s  garments. 
Such  was  therefore  the  habit  of  the  rest.  But  when  the 
priest  approaches  the  saci'ifices,  he  purifies  himself  with  the 
purification  which  the  law  prescribes;  and,  in  the  first 
place,  he  puts  on  that  which  is  called  Machanase,  which 
means  somewhat  that  is  fast  tied.  It  is  a  girdle  composed 
of  fine  twined  linen,  and  is  put  about  the  privy  parts,  tlifi 
feet  being  to  be  inserted  into  them  in  the  nature  of  breechc*; 
but  about  half  of  it  is  cut  off,  and  it  ends  at  the  thighs,  and 
is  there  tied  fast. 

2*  Over  this  he  wore  a  linen  vestment,  made  of  fine  flax 
doubled  ;  it  is  called  Chetlione,  and  denotes  linen,  for  we 
call  linen  by  the  name  of  Chethone.  This  vestment  reachei 
down  to  the  feet,  and  sits  close  to  the  body :  and  has  sleeves 
that  are  tied  fast  to  the  arms  i  it  is  girded  to  the  breast  a 
little  above  the  elbows,  by  a  girdle  often  going  round,  font 
fingers  brnad,  but  so  loosely  woven,  that  you  would  think  it 
were  the  skin  of  a  serpent.  It  is  embroidered  with  flowen 
of  scarlet,  and  purple,  and  blue,  and  fine  twined  linen,  but 
the  warp  was  nothing  but  fine  linen.  The  beginning  of  its 
circumvolution  is  at  the  breast,  and  when  it  has  gone  often 
round,  it  is  there  tied,  and  hangs  loosely  there  down  to  the 
ancles;  I  mean  this,  all  the  time  the  priest  h  not  about  any 
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^borious  service,  for  in  this  position  it  appears  in  the  most 
eable  maimer  to  the  spectators ;  but  when  he  is  obliged 
assist  at  the  oflering  services,  and  to  da  the  appointed 
^rvice,  that  he  may  not  be  hindered  in  his  operations  by  its 
)tion,  he  throws  it  to  the  left,  and  hears  it  on  his  shoulder. 
kloses  indeed  calls  this  belt  Ahaneth ;  but  we  have  learned 
irom  the  Babylonians  to  call  it  Emia,  for  so  it  is  by  them 
Jed,  This  vestment  has  no  loose  or  hollow  parts  any 
where  in  it,  but  only  a  narrow  aperture  about  the  neck ;  and 
18  tied  with  certain  strings  hanging  down  from  the  edge 
E»Ter  the  breast  and  back,  and  is  fastened  above  each 
shoulder  ;  it  is  called  Massabazanes. 

S*  Upon  his  head  he  wears  a  cap,  not  brought  to  a  conic 

jrm  nor  encircling  the  whole  head,  but  still  covering  more 

Iban  the  half  of  it,  which  is  called  Masnaemphthes  :  and  its 

^make  is  such  that  it  seems  to  be  a  crown,  being  made  of  thick 

swathes,  but  the  contexture  is  of  linen ;    and  it  is  doubled 

aund  many  times,  and  sewed  together:    besides  which,  a 

iece  of  fine  linen  covers  the  whole  cap  from  tlie  upper  part, 

reaches  down  to  the  forehead,  and  the  seams  of  the 

les,   which  would    otherwise   appear   indecently :    this 

adheres  closely  upon  the  solid  part  of  the  head,  and  is  thereto 

ftnnly  fixed,  that  it  may  not  fall  ofl'  during  the  sacred 

trfice  about  the  sacrifices.     So  we  have  now  showed  you 

rhat  is  the  habit  of  the  generality  of  the  priests. 

4.  The  high-priest  indeed  U  adorned  with  the  same  gar- 
nents  that  we  have  described,  without  abating  one,  only  over 
"  ese  he  puts  on  a  vestment  of  a  blue  colour.  This  also  is 
I  long  robe,  reaching  to  his  feet;  in  our  language  it  is  called 
leetr,  and  is  tied  round  with  a  girtlle,  embroidered  with  the 
oe  colour  and  flowers  as  the  former,  with  a  mixture  of  gold 
(iterwoven.  To  the  bottom  of  which  garment  are  hung 
[|ges,  in  colour  like  pomegranates,  with  golden  beils*"  by  a 
~  tiful  contrivance;  so  that  between  two  bells  hangs  a 
Bgranate,  and  between  two  pomegranates  a  belh  Now 
this  vesture  was  not  composed  of  two  pieces,  nor  was  it  sewed 
together  upon  the  shoulders  and  the  sides,  but  it  was  one 
long  vestment  so  woven  as  to  have  an  aperture  for  the  neck; 

UM  of  these  golden  belU  mt  the  boUom  of  ibo  bigh-priest't  long  garmeiiC* 

have  beta  this :  that  by  &hakiiig  his  garment  at  the  time  of  bis  ofTeriog 

lb  the  temple,  on  the  great  dtxy  of  expiation,  or  at  otbet  proper  periods  of 

cd  mifii$traiioD&  there,  on  the  great  festiva.1i,  ihe  people  cuigbt  have  notice 

I,  «tid  m»ght  fnll  lo  their  own  prayers  at  the  time  of  incenie,  or  other  proper 

riodji ;  and  so  the  whole  congregation  might  at  once  of)er  those  common  pr^yere 

^sllj  with  the  hiKh'prie&t  himself  to  the  Almighty.     See  Luke.  i.  10.     Kev  viii* 

p  4.     Nor  prob)ihIy  is  the  son  of  Sirach  lo  be  otherwise  uaderitood,  when  he  &ays 

p  tbf  firsl  bi^h-priest,  Ecclu*.  xlw  9.     **  And  God  c^ompiisscd  Aaron  with 

jalea,  tmd  with  irany  (golden  belts  round  about,  that  as  he  went  there  might 

iiiid»  and  a  oolte  made  th&t  might  be  hcaxd  in  the  iQiupIc,  lor  a  mcmoriail  t^ 

Ibe  cUI^Iren  of  Kii  peopk**'  ^ 


I 
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not  an  obliqvie  one»  but  parted  all  along  the  breast  and  the 
back.  A  border  also  was  sewed  to  it,  lest  the  aperture 
should  look  too  indecently:  it  was  also  parted  where  the 
bands  were  to  come  out.  M 

5-  Besides  these,  the  high-priest  put  on  a  third  garment,  1 
which  was  called  the  Ephod,  which  resembled  the  Epomis 
of  the  Greeks.  Its  make  was  after  this  manner :  it  was  woven 
to  the  depth  of  a  cubit,  of  several  colours,  with  gold  inter- 
mixed,  and  embroidered,  but  it  left  the  middle  of  the  breast 
uncovered  ;  it  was  made  with  sleeves  also  ;  nor  did  it  appear 
to  be  at  all  differently  made  from  a  short  coat*  But  m  the 
void  place  of  this  garment  there  was  inserted  a  piece  of  the 
bigness  of  a  span,  embroidered  with  gold,  and  the  other 
colours  of  the  ephod,  and  called  Essen  [the  breast-plate,] 
which  in  the  Greek  language  signities  the  Oracle.  Thit 
piece  exactly  filled  up  the  void  space  in  the  ephod.  It  is 
united  to  it  by  golden  rings  at  every  corner,  the  like  rings 
being  annexed  to  the  ephod,  and  a  blue  riband  was  made 
use  of  to  tie  them  together  by  those  rings;  and  that  the 
space  between  the  rings  might  not  appear  empty,  they  con- 
trived to  fill  it  up  with  stitches  of  blue  ribands*  There  were  ^ 
also  two  sardonyxes  upon  the  ephod,  at  the  shoulders,  tofl 
fasten  it  in  the  nature  of  buttons,  having  each  end  running  ^ 
to  the  sardonyxes  of  gold,  that  they  might  be  buttoned  hy 
them.  On  these  were  engraven  the  names  of  the  sons  of 
Jacob  in  our  own  country  letters,  and  our  own  tongue,  six 
on  each  side  of  the  stones,  on  either  side ;  and  the  elder  sons' 
names  were  on  the  right  shoulder;  twelve  stones  also  were 
there  upon  the  breast-plate,  extraordinary  in  largeness  and 
beauty  ;  and  they  were  an  ornament  not  to  be  purchased  by 
men,  because  of  their  immense  value.  These  stones  how- 
ever stood  in  three  rows,  by  four  in  a  row,  and  were  inserted 
into  the  breast-plate  itself^  and  they  were  set  in  ouches  of 
gold  that  were  themselves  inserted  in  the  breast-plate,  and 
were  so  made  that  they  might  not  fiill  out.  Now  the  first 
three  stones  were  a  sardonyx,  a  topaz,  and  an  emerald.  The 
second  row  contained  a  carbuncle,  a  jasper,  and  a  sapphire. 
The  first  of  the  third  row  was  a  ligure,  then  an  amethyst,  and 
the  third  an  agate,  being  the  ninth  of  the  whole  number* 
The  first  of  the  fourth  row  was  a  chrysolite,  the  next  was 
an  onyx,  and  then  a  beryl,  which  was  the  last  of  all.  Now 
the  names  of  all  those  sons  of  Jacob  were  engraven  in  these 
stones,  whom  we  esteem  the  heads  of  our  tribes,  each  stone 
having  the  honour  of  a  name,  in  the  order  according  to  which  J 
they  were  born.  And  ivhereas  the  rings  were  too  weak  of™ 
themselves  to  bear  the  weight  of  the  stones,  they  made  two 
other  rings  of  a  larger  size,  at  the  edge  of  that  part  of  the^ 
breast-plate  which  reached  to  the  neck,  and  inserted  into  thefl 
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xtune  of  the  breast-plate,  to  receive  chains  finely 
1,  which  connected  them  with  golden  bands  to  the 
ips  uf  the  shoulders,  whoae  extremity  turned  backwards, 
ind  went  into  the  ring,  on  the  prominent  back  part  of  the 
rpliod  ;  and  this  was  for  the  security  of  the  breast-plate,  that 
might  not  fall  out  of  its  place.     There  was  also  a  girdle 
>wed  to  the  breast-plate,  which  was  of  the  forenientioned 
jurs,  with  gold  intermixed ,  wbicli  when  it  had  gone  once 
»uml,  was  tied  again  upon  the  seam,  nnd  hung  down.     There 
~~     ilso  golden  loops  that  admitted  its  fringes  at  each  ex- 
ity  of  the  girdle,  and  included  them  entirely. 
The  high-priest's  mitre  was  the  same  that  we  described 
re,  and  was  wrought  like  that  of  all  the  other  priests; 
ab<iTe  which  there  was  another,  with  swathes  of  blue  em- 
broidered, and  round  it  was  a  golden  crown  polished,  of  three 
[>ws,  one  above  another  ;  out  of  which  arose  a  cup  of  gold, 
rhich  resembled  the  herb  which  w^e  call  Saccharus,  but  those 
ireeks  that  are  skilful  in  botany  call  it  Ilyoscyamus.     Now 
It  any  one  that  has  seen  this  herb,  but  has  not  been  taught 
same,  and  is  unacquainted  with  its  nature,  or,  having 
its  name,  knows  not  the  herb  when  he  sees  it,  I  shall 
such  a  description  of  it.     This  herb  is  oftentimes  in 
188  above  three  spans,  but  its  root  is  like  that  of  a  turnip 
*  he  that  should  compare  it  thereto  would  not  be  mistaken,) 
its  leaves  are  hke   to  the  leaves  of  mint.     Out  of  its 
iiches  it  sends  out  a  calyx,  cleaving  to  the  branch ;  and  a 
encompasses  it,  which  it  naturally  puts  off  when  it  is 
Aging,  in  order  to  protluce  its  fruit*     This  calyx  is  of  the 
_    jeas  of  the  bone  of  the  little  finger,  but  in  the  compass 
_<M  its  aperture  is  Hke  a  cup.     This  I  will  farther  describe, 
;)r  the  use  of  those  that  are  unacquainted  with  it.     Suppose 
sphere  be  divided  into  two  parts,  round  at  the  bottom,  but 
firing  another  segment  that  grows  up  to  a  circumference 
that  bottom;  suppose  it  become  narrower  by  degrees, 
that  the  cavity  of  that  part  grow  decently  smaller,  and 
gradually  grow  wider  again  at  the  brim,  such  as  we  see 
navel  of  a  pomegranate,  with  its  notches.     And  indeed 
ch  a  coat  grows  over  this  plant  as  renders  it  an  hemisphere, 
that,  as  one  may  say,  turned  accurately  in  a  lathe,  and 
iiviog  its  notches  extant  above  it,  which,  as  I  said,  grow  like 
ranate,  only  that  tliey  are  sharp,  and  end  in  nothing 
kles.     Now  tlie  fruit  is  preserved  by  this  coat  of  the 
eat)rx,  which  fruit  is  like  the  seed  of  the  herb  Sideritis:  it 
aend^  out  a  flower  that  may  seem  to  resemble  that  of  poppy. 
Of  this  was  a  crown  made,  as  far  as  from  the  hinder  part  of 
the  head  to  each  of  the  temples;   but  this  Epliielis,  for  so 
this  calyx  may  be  called,  did  not  cover  the  forehead,  but  it 
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was  covered  with  a  golden  plate  %  which  had  inscribed  upon 
it  the  name  of  God  in  sacred  characters.  And  auch  were 
the  ornaments  of  the  high-priest. 

7.  Now  here  one  may  wonder  at  the  ill-will  which  men 
bear  to  us,  and  which  they  profess  to  be  on  account  of  our 
despising  that  deity  which  they  pretend  to  honour;  for  if  any 
one  do  but  consider  the  fabric  of  the  tabernacle,  and  take  a 
view  of  the  garments  of  the  high-priest,  and  of  those  vesseU 
which  we  make  use  of  in  our  sacred  ministration,  he  will  find 
that  our  legislator  was  a  divine  man,  and  that  we  are  unjustly 
reproached  by  others:  for  if  any  one  do  without  prejudice, 
and  with  judgment,  look  upon  these  things,  he  will  find  they 
were  every  one  made  in  way  of  imitation  and  representation 
of  the  universe.  When  Moses  distinguished  the  tabernacle 
into  three  parts p,  and  allowed  two  of  them  to  the  pries tS|  a« 
a  place  accessible  and  common,  he  denoted  the  land  and  the  ■ 
sea,  these  being  of  general  access  to  all ;  but  he  set  apart  the  I 
third  division  for  Godi  because  heaven  is  inaccessible  to  men. 
And  wlien  he  ordered  twelve  loaves  to  be  set  on  a  table,  he 
denoted  the  year,  as  distinguished  into  so  many  months.  By 
branching  out  the  candlestick  into  seventy  parts,  he  secretly 
intimated  the  Decani,  or  seventy  divisions  of  the  planets; 
and  as  to  the  seven  lamps  upon  the  candlesticks,  they  re- 
ferred to  the  course  of  the  planets,  of  which  that  is  the 
number.  The  veils  too,  which  were  composed  of  four  things, 
they  declared  the  four  elements ;  for  the  plain  linen  was 
proper  to  signify  the  earth,  because  the  flax  grows  out  of  the 
earth ;  the  purple  signified  the  sea,  because  that  colour  is 
dyed  by  the  blood  of  a  sea  shell-fish ;  the  blue  is  fit  to  signily 
the  air;  and  the  scarlet  will  naturally  be  an  indication  of  fire. 
Now  the  vestment  of  the  high-priest  being  made  of  linen, 
signified  the  earth  ;  the  blue  denoted  the  sky,  being  like 
lightning  in  its  pomegranates,  and  in  the  noise  of  the  bells 
resembling  thunder.  And  for  the  ephod,  it  showed,  that 
God  had  made  the  universe  of  four  [elements ;]  and  as  for 
the  gold  interwoven,  I  suppose  it  related  to  the  splendour  by 
which  all  things  are  enlightened.  He  also  appointed  the 
breast-plate  to  be  placed  in  the  middle  of  the  ephod,  to  re- 

o  Tbe  reader  ought  to  take  nolice  here,  tbit  the  vei^  Mosaic  PeUtoD.  or  golden 
plate,  for  the  forehead  of  the  Jewish  bigh-pKe&t,  wts  itsdf  preserved,  not  only  till 
the  day%  of  Josephu^.  but  of  On^o  ;  and  that  ita  inscription.  Holiness  to  Uie  Lord, 
was  in  the  Samaritan  characters. — See  Aotiq.  B.  Vlll.  ch.  liu  §  8.  Etoay  on  i1k 
Old  Test.  p.  154.  and  Heland,  Dc  SpoL  Tecnpli,  p.  132. 

p  When  Josephu^  both  here  and  chap,  vi.  $  4.  supposes  the  tabemaete  to  bate 
been  parted  into  three  pari*,  he  «eem«  to  esteem  the  bare  entrance  to  be  a  lhi«t 
division  distinct  front  the  holy  and  the  most  holy  places;  and  thix  the  rather*  be* 
cause  in  the  temple  afterward  there  was  a  real  distinct  third  part,  which  was  callfd 
the  Porch :  otherwise  Jo&ephu<^  would  contradict  his  own  description  of  the  taber- 
Hicle,  which  givea  ua  a  particular  account  of  no  more  than  two  parts. 
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semble  the  earth,  for  that  has  the  very  middle  place  of  the 
world.  And  the  girdle  which  encompassed  the  high-priest 
round t  signified  the  ocean,  for  that  goes  round  about  and 
inclvules  the  universe.  Each  of  the  sardonyxes  declares  to 
us  the  sun  and  the  moon ;  those,  I  mean,  that  were  in  the 
nature  of  buttons  on  the  high-priest's  shoulders.  And  for 
the  twelve  stones,  whether  we  understand  by  them  the 
months,  or  whether  we  understand  tlie  like  number  of  the 
agns  ofthat  circle  which  the  Greeks  call  the  Zodiac,  we  shall 
ot  be  mistaken  in  their  meaning.  And  for  the  mitre,  which 
iras  of  a  blue  colour,  it  seems  to  me  to  mean  heaven  ;  for  how 
herwise  could  the  name  of  God  be  inscribed  upon  it? 
^t  it  was  also  illustrated  with  a  crown,  and  that  of  gold 
h  because  of  that  splendour  with  which  God  is  pleased* 
,et  this  explication**  suffice  at  present,  since  the  course  of 
narration  will  often,  and  at  many  occasions,  aflbrd  me  the 
portunity  of  enlarging  on  the  virtue  of  our  legislator. 


CHAPTER  VIIL 

Of  the  Priesthood  of  Aaron. 

)  I ,  When  what  has  been  described  was  brought  to  a  con- 
luston,  gifts  not  being  yet  presented,  God   appeared   to 
lo&es,  and  enjoined  him  to   bestow  the   high-priesthood 
"      Aaron  his  brother,  as  upon  him  that  be^t  of  them  all 
ed  to  obtain  that  honour,  on  account  of  his  virtue. 
,nd  when  he  had  gathered  the  multitude  together,  he  gave 
em  an  account  of  Aaron's  virtue,  and  of  his  good- will  to 
lem,  and  of  the  dangers  he  had  undergone  for  their  sakes, 
which,  when  they  had  given  testimony  to  him  in  all 
sets,  and  showed  their  readiness  to  receive  him,  Muses 
to  them,  "O  you  Israelites,  this  work  is  already  brought 
conclusion,  in  a  manner  most  acceptable  to  God,  and 


I  Thti  <iplicatioo  of  the  mystical  tncaning^  of  the  Jewish  taberoade.  and  ila 

t1»,  wilh  the  ganrients  of  the  high-priest,  is  taken  out  of  Philo,  and  fittcdl  to 

le  phila^opbieal  noiioDs.     I'his   may  poBSiibly  be  forgiveD  in  Jvvtn,  greatly 

*  in  hcitheti  learaiogand  philosophy,  as  PhVIo  had  ever  been,  and  84  Josephus 

becQ  when  he  wrote  these  Antiquities*     In  the  mean  time,  it  was  not  to 

«  but  m  their  education  the;  must  have  both  learned  more  Jewish  inter- 

such  as  we  meet  with  ia  the  Kpistle  of  Barnabas,  ia  that  to  the  Hebrews, 

where  among  the  old  Jews.     Accordingly  when  Joseph  us  wrote  hi»  boolit 

Jewtah  War,  for  the  use  of  the  Jews,  at  which  time  he  was  comparatively 

d  less  used  to  Gentile  books,  we  find  one  specimen  of  such  a  Jewish  io- 

0  J  for  there  (B.  VH.  cfa.  v,  §  5.)  he  makes  the  seven  branches  of  the 

lodlcstick*  with  their  seven  lamps,  ao  emblem  of  ib^  seven  days  of  creation 

which  are  here  emblems  of  the  seven  planets.     Nor  certainly  ought 

Jewish  emblems  to  be  explained  any  otherwise  than  according  to  ancient 

and  not  Gentile  nnf  ions.     See  Of  the  War,  B,  L  ch.  xssiii.  sect.  2, 
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according  to  our  abilities.     And  now,  since  you  see  that  he 

is  received  into  this  tabernacle,  we  shall  first  of  all  stand  in 

I  need  of  one  that  may  officiate  for  us,  and  may  minister  to 

the  sacriHces,  and  to  the  prayers  that  are  to  be  put  up  for 

1 11B.     And  indeed  had  the  inquiry  after  such  a  person  been 

left  to  me,  I  should   have  thought  myself  worthy  of  this 

I  honour;  both  because  all  men  are  naturally  fond  of  them- 

'  seK'ea,  and  because  I  am  conscious  to  myself,  that  1  have 

I  taken  a  great  deal  of  pains  for  your  deliverance :  but  now 

God  himself  has  determined  that  Aaron  is  worthy  of  this 

honour,  and  has  chosen  him  for  his  priest,  as  knowing  him 

to  be  the  most  righteous  person  among  you :  so  that  he  is 

I  to  put  on  the  vestments  which  are  consecrated  to  Ood ;  he 

is  to  have  the  care  of  the  altars,  and  to  make  provision  for 

the  sacrifices;  and  he  it  is  that  must  put  up  prayers  for  you 

to  God,  who  will  readily  hear  them*  not  only  because  he  is 

himself  solicitous  for  your  nation,  but  also  because  he  will 

receive  them  as  offered  by  one  that  he  hath  chosen  himself 

to  this  office  ^*'     The  Hebrews  were  pleased  with  what  was 

aaid,  and  they  gave  their  approbation  to  him  whom  God  had 

ordained ;  for  Aaron  was  of  them  all  the  most  deserving  of 

this  honour,  on  account  of  Fiis  own  stock,  and  gift  of  prophecy, 

and  liis  brother's  virtue.     He  had  at  that  time  four  sods, 

Kadab*  Abihu,  Eleazar,  and  Ithamar. 

2.  Now  Moses  commanded  them  to  make  use  of  all  tlie 
utensils  which  were  more  than  were  necessary  to  the  structure 
of  the  tabernacle  for  covering  the  tabernacle  itself,  the 
candlestick,  and  altar  of  incense,  and  the  other  vessels,- 
that  they  might  not  be  at  all  hurt  when  they  journeyed, 
either  by  the  raioj  or  by  the  rising  of  the  dust.  And  when 
he  had  gathered  the  multitude  together  again,  he  ordained 
that  they  should  offer  half  a  shekel  for  every  man,  as  an 
oblation  to  God ;  which  shekel  is  a  piece  among  the  Hebrewfl, 
and  is  equal  to  four  Athenian  drachmae*.  Whereupon  they 
readily  obeyed  what  Moses  had  commanded ;  and  the 
number  of  the  ofltrers  was  six  hundred  and  five  thousand 
five  hundred  and  fifty.     Now  this  money  that  was  brought 

^  f  It  is  vrtM  worth  our  oWrvatioDf  thut  the  Imo  principftl  qualifications  required 
in  thit  section,  for  the  consUtution  of  the  fiist  high-prjesl,  vii.  (that  be  should  have 
an  «xc«ilent  character,  Tor  rirtuous  and  good  actions  ;  as  also  that  be  should  have 
the  apprLtbatlon  oC  the  people),  are  here  noted  by  Josephus,  even  where  the  Roini> 
QatioD  belooj^ed  to  God  himself;  which  are  the  very  same  qoalificationa,  which  the 

I  Chmttao  rehgioo  requires  in  the  choice  of  Cbriiitiaa  bishops,  prie&ta^atid  deaooiit| 
IS  the  Apostolical  Coo»titutiona  inform  us,  B.  IL  chap,  iii. 

*  This  weiffht  and  value  of  the  Jewish  shrkeU  in  the  days  of  Jo«ephu»»  equal  lo 
•bout  'it*.  lOiT  aterling,  is  by  the  learned  Jews  owned  to  be  one- filth  larger  thaa 

I  were  their  old  shekels;  which  determination  agrees  perfectly  with  the  r  -     ■■  ■  - 
ihektlt  that  have  Samaritan  inscriptions,  coined  generally  by  Simon  the  > 
kboat  230  yeara  before  JtMephus  publiahed  hit  Antiquities,  which  neN  l 
Inore  than  it,  4d*  balf>p«nny.  and  commonly  but  2s.  id,  farthing.    See  Ecland 

I  Vt  Ntttntnia  $amaritaa»ruin/p,  188. 
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the  men  that  were  free,  was  given  by  such  as  were  above 
renty  years  old,  but  under  fifty ;  and  what  was  collected 
f^s  spent  in  the  uses  of  the  tabernacle. 

3*  Moses  now  purified  the  tabernacle,  and  t!ie  priests ; 
fhtch  purification  was  performed  after  the  following  manner: 
commanded  them  to  take  five  hundred  shekels  of  choice 
nyrrh,  an  equal  quantity  of  cassia,  and  half  the  foregoing 
sight  of  cinnamon  and  calamus  (this  last  is  a  sort  of  sweet 
nee) ;  to  beat  them  small,  and  wet  them  with  a  hin  of  oil 
of  olives  (a  hin  is  our  own  country  measure,  and  contains 
fo  Athenian  cboas,  or  congiuses);  then  mix  them  together, 
nd  boil  them,  and  prepare  them  after  the  art  of  the 
athecary,  and  make  them  into  a  very  sweet  ointment; 
tid  afterward  to  take  it  to  anoint  and  purify  the  priests 
beniselves,  and  all  the  tabernacle,  as  also  the  sacrifices. 
There  were  akso  many,  and  those  of  various  kinds,  of  sweet 
piee8^  that  belonged  to  the  tabernacle,  and  such  as  were  of 
great  price,  and  were  brought  to  the  golden  altar  of 
ense ;  whose  nature  I  do  not  now  describe,  lest  it  sliould 
he  troublesome  to  my  readers.  But  incense '  was  to  be 
offered  twice  a  day,  both  before  sun-rising  and  at  sun- 
settiog*  They  were  also  to  keep  oil  already  purified  for  the 
I&jups;  three  of  which  were  to  give  light  all  day  long",  upon 
the  sacred  candlestick,  before  God,  and  the  rest  were  to  be 
lighted  at  the  evening. 

i.  Now  all  was  finished,  Besaleel  and  Aholiab  appeared 
to  be  the  most  skilful  of  the  workmen;  for  they  invented 
finer  works  than  what  others  had  done  before  them,  and 
were  of  great  abilities  to  gain  notions  of  what  they  were 
rmerly  ignorant  of;  and  of  these  Besaleel  was  judged  to 
the  best*  Now  the  whole  time  they  were  about  this 
was  the  interval  of  seven  months;  and  after  this  it 
that  was  ended  the  first  year  since  their  departure  out 
^  jypt.  But  at  the  beginning  of  the  second  year,  on  the 
Ii  Xantbicus^  as  the  Macedonians  call  it,  but  on  the 
Dnth  Nisan,  as  the  Hebrews  call  it,  on  the  new  moon,  they 
isecrated  the  tabernacle,  and  all  its  vessels,  which  I  have 
Iready  described. 

5,  Now  God  showed  himself  ])leased  with  the  work  of 

^»e  Hebrews,  and  did  not  peVniit  their  labours  to  be  in  vain; 

lie  disdain  to  make  use  of  what  they  had  made,  but 

and  sojourned  with  them,  and  pitched  his  tabernacle 

L*Tb«  toeenae  waa  here  offered,  according  to  Joaephus'f  opinion  before  sun-ristog, 
ftun-tcttiag.  But  rn  the  days  of  I'ompey,  according  to  the  same  Josephm, 
rifices  were  offered  in  the  moTulng,  and  at  the  ninih  hour.     Anliq.  B.  a IV, 

Hence  we  may  correct  the  opioion  of  the  moderD  Rabbins,  vrho  aay,  lltat  only 
t  c»f  the  ieven  lamps  burned  in  the  day-time^  whereas  Joscphus.an  eye-witness, 
myn  llity  vitre  three* 
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in  the  Iiolj  hou«e.  Aod  m  the  folbwing  manner  did  he 
come  to  it :  the  sky  was  clear^  but  there  was  a  mist  over 
the  tabernacle  only,  encompas&ijig  it,  but  not  with  such  a 
very  deep  and  thick  cloud  as  is  seen  in  the  urinter  season, 
nor  yet  in  so  thin  a  one  as  men  might  be  able  to  discern  any 
thing  through  it,  but  from  it  there  dropped  a  sweet  dew, 
and  such  as  showed  the  presence  of  God  to  those  that  desired 
and  believed  it. 

6.  Now  when  Moses  had  bestowed  such  honorary  presents 
on  the  workmen,  as  it  was  fit  they  should  receive,  who  had 
wrought  so  well,  he  offered  sacrifices  in  the  open  court  of 
the  tabernacle,  as  God  commanded  him,  a  bull,  a  ram,  and 
a  kid  of  the  goats,  for  a  sin-offering.  Now  I  shall  speak 
of  what  we  do  in  our  sacred  offices  in  my  discourse  about 
sacrifices;  and  therein  shall  inform  men  in  what  cases  Moset 
bid  us  offer  a  whole  burnt-offering,  and  in  what  cases  the 
law  permits  us  to  partake  of  them  as  of  food.  And  when 
Moses  had  sprinkled  Aaron's  vestments  himself,  and  his 
sons  with  the  blood  of  the  beasts  that  were  slain,  and  had 
purified  them  with  spring  waters  and  ointment,  they  became 
God's  priests.  After  this  manner  did  he  consecrate  theoi 
and  their  garments  for  seven  days  together.  The  same  he. 
did  to  the  tabernacle,  and  the  vessels  thereto  belonging, 
both  witli  oil  first  incensed,  as  I  said,  and  with  the  blood  of 
bulls  and  of  rams,  slain  day  by  day  one,  according  to  its 
kind.  But  on  the  eiglith  day  he  appointed  a  feast  for  the 
people,  and  appointed  them  to  offer  sacrifice  according  to 
their  ability.  Accordingly  they  contended  one  with  another, 
and  were  ambitious  to  exceed  each  other  in  the  sacrifices 
which  they  brought,  and  so  fulfilled  Moses'  injunctions* 
But  as  the  sacrifices  lay  upon  the  altar,  a  sudden  fire  was 
kindled  from  among  them  of  its  own  accord,  and  appeareJ 
tfj  the  sitrht  like  fire  from  a  flash  of  lightning,  and  consumed 
whatsoever  was  upon  the  altar. 

7.  Hereupon  an  afiliction  befell  Aaron,  considered  as  l| 
man  and  a  fiither;  but  was  undergone  by  him  with  true 
fortitude;  for  he  had  indeed  a  firmness  of  soul  in  such, 
accidents,  and  he  thought  this  calamity  came  upon  hi© J 
Heconling  to  God*s  will:  for  whereas  he  had  four  sons,  as  I, 

^  irtd  bffiire,  the  two  elder  of  them,  Nadab  and  Abihu,  did 
not  brinfij  those  sacrifices  which  Moses  bade  them  bring,  but 
which  they  used  to  offer  formerly,  and  were  burnt  to  death. 
Now  when  the  fire  rushed  upon  them,  and  began  to  bum 
them,  nobody  could  quench  it.  Accordingly  they  died  in 
this  manner.  And  Moses  bid  their  father,  and  their 'brethren» 
to  tiike  un  their  bodies  to  carry  them  out  of  the  camp,  and 
to  bi»ry  ihcm  macnificenth-.  Now  the  multitude  lamented 
them,  and  were  deeply  affected  at  this  their  death,  whicli 
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unexpectedly  befell  tbeni.     But  5 loses  entreated  tlieir 

&thren,  and  their  father,  not  to  be  troubled  for  them,  and 

prefer  the  honour  of  God  before  their  f^rief  about  them; 

i>r  Aaron  had  already  put  on  Iiis  sacred  garments* 

8,  But  INIoses  refused  all  that  honour  which  he  saw  the 

altitude  ready  to  bestow  upon  him,  and  attended  to  nothing 

ise  but  the  service  of  God,     He  went  no  niore  up  to  mount 

final ;  but  he  went  into  the  tabernacle,  and  brought  back 

Hswers  from  God  to  what  he  prayed  for.     His  habit  was 

so  that  of  a  private  man  ;  and  in  all  other  circumstances 

behaved  himself  Hke  one  of  the  common  people,  and  was 

sstrous  to  appear  without  distinguishing  himself  from  the 

multitude,  but  would  have  it  known  that  he  did  nothing  else 

Jt  take  care  of  them*     He  also  set  down  in  writing  the 

of  their  government,  and   those  hiws,  by  obedience 

rhereto  they  would  lead  their  lives  so  as  to  please  God,  and 

90  US  to  have  no  quarrels  one  among  another*    However,  the 

laws  he  ordained  were  such  as  God  suggested  to  him,  so  I 

shall  now  discourse  concerning  that  form  of  government, 

and  those  laws. 

9-  I  wilt  now  treat  of  what  I  before  omitted,  the  garment 

'tlie  high-priest:  for  he  [Moses]  left  no  room  for  the  evil 

Ctices  of  [false]  prophets;  but  if  some  of  that  sort  should 

fttetnpt  to  abuse  the  divine  authority^  he  left  it  to  God  to 

1  present  at  bis  sacrifices  when  he  pleased,  and  when  he 

^  pleased  to  be  absent*.     And  he  was  willing  this  should  be 

known,  not  to  the  Hebrews  only,  but  to  those  foreigners  also 

who  were  there.     For  as  to  those  stones^,  which  we  told  you 


*  or  this  strtDge  expression,  thai  Mo»eM  '  \eh  it  to  God  to  be  present  at  bis 
ttoHJc«t»  when  he  pleased,  aad  when  he  pleaseid  to  be  absent/  see  tne  note  oa  B. 
't*ij|eiu«t  /\pion,  i  16. 

'  Tbcsc  aDftvrert  oy  tUt'  oracle  of  Urim  and  TLumnii in,  which  words  signify  ii^ht 
"^  ^tetioH,  or  ai  th4S  Septuagiot  fcudcr  them,  reveht'uyn  and  truths  ind  denote 
p  fuftber,  thai  I  ««e,  but  the  shining  stones  themtelvcs,  irhich  were  used  in 
ibod  of  iUumination  in  revealing  tho  will  of  God,  after  a  perfect  and  true 
,  to  tits  people  Israel  i  I  say,  these  answers  were  not  made  by  the  ah'tning 
reclou»  !i(onee.  after  an  awkward  maoner,  in  the  high.pnest'H  brenfit-pbte. 
^modern  Rabbins  vainly  tuppOBe}  far  certainly  the  shining  of  the  stones 
ntighl  precede  or  accompany  the  oracle,  without  itself  delivering  that  oracle  (see 
Aatiq.  B*  VL  cbap.  vi,  ^  4),  but  railjer  by  an  audible  voice  from  tbo  mercy-seat 
bctveea  ilie  chenibims.  See  Pridcaui's  Coonect.  at  the  year  534.  Thii  oricle 
^arl  be^n  vttent,  at  Jo^ephus  here  informs  us,  two  hundred  years  before  he  wrote 
^  tt.  or  ever  »ince  the  days  of  the  laat  good  high-priest  of  the  fimily  of 
«.  John  Hyrcanus*  Now  it  is  here  very  well  worth  our  observation, 
uiai  me  oricte  before  us  wag  that  by  which  God  appeared  to  be  present  with,  and 
1 4£ltectiotis  to,  his  people  Israel  as  their  king,  all  the  while  they  submitted  to 
t^th^t  capacity ,  and  did  not  &etover  them  such  independent  Icings  as  governed 
to  their  own  wilk  and  political  maxims^  ieisicad  of  divine  dirvdions. 
"  we  meet  with  this  oracle  (besides  angelic  and  prophetic  ftdmonition*), 
'^  lof  Moies  and  Jnshia  to  the  anointing  of  SauU  the  first  of 
P#  Namb.  nvii.  21*  Josh,  vi.  6,  &c.  %\x.  50.  Judges,  i.  L 
w.  18.  23, 26,  27,  28,  xxu  },kc,  I  Sam.  i.  17,  18.  iii.  per 
l*f.  rv-prr  lat,  nay,  till  SanV^  rejectioQ  of  the  dJvine  commands  in  the  war  with 
VOL*  I.  o 
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before,  the  high-priest  bare  on  his  shoulder*,  which  were 
sartlonyxes  (and  I  think  it  needless  to  describe  their  nature, 
they  being  known  to  every  body),  the  one  of  them  shined 
out  when  God  was  present  at  their  sacrifices,  I  mean  that 
which  was  in  the  nature  of  a  button  on  his  right  shouldert 
bright  rays  darting  out  thence,  and  being  seen  even  by! 
those  that  were  most  remote  ;  which  splendour  yet  was  not 
before  natural  to  the  stone.     This  lias  appeared  a  wonderfiil 

Amnlek,  when  be  took  itpon  hm  tc  act  ss  ha  thought  fit,  1  Sara*  tU*  3. 16. 19,  W;\ 
37.  then  this  oracle  left  Saul  entirely  (which  indeed  he  hind  fceldmn  i 

before).  1  Sara,  xiv*  3S.  1  Chroiu  x.  H.  xm.  3.  (Antiq.  B.  VU.ch.  iv. 
aceompitiied  David,  who  was  anointed  to  succeed  him,  and  who  consuhe-i  *  ion  oj 
It  frequeatly,  and  complied  with  its  directions  coo«itantiv*  I  Sam.  xiv,  37.  41«  xril 
26.  xxiu  13.  15.  xxiiL.9.  10.  xxx.  7,  8,  18,  2  Sam.  li.  L  v.  19.  23.  xxi.  L  xiiiU 
14.  1  Chron.  xiv.  10,  14.  Antiq.  B.  VL  ch.  xii.  §  5.    Saul,  indeed,  bog  after  hi^l 
rajection  by  God,  and  when  God  had  given  him  op  to  deatructioTi  for  his  diaob«i| 
dience.  did  once  afterwards  endeavour  to  con«uU  God  when  it  was  too  bie  ;  hut  j 
God  would  not  then  answer  him»  neither  by  dreams,  nor  by  Lriui,  nor  by  prophelt,  I 
1  Sam.  xxviii.  6.     Nor  did  any  of  David's  auccessora,  the  kings  of  Judaf 
know  of,  consult  God  by  this  oracle,  till  the  very  Babylonish  captivity  i^ 
thof«  kings  were  at  an  end .  they  taking  upon  them,  I  suppose  r  too  much  >^i 
power  and  royalty,  and  too  little  owning  tke  God  of  Israel  for  the  supreme  ktogf 
Israel,  though  a  few  of  them  consulted  the  prophets  sometimes,  and  wei«  an»wer« 
by  them.    At  the  refuro  of  the  two  tribes*  without  the  returu  of  kingly  governnienti ! 
the  re-ittoration  of  this  oracle  was  expected*  Neh.  vii,  65.  1  E»d.  v.  4.  1  Mb£C.  ir^J 
46.  riv.  41.     And  iodeed  it  may  seem  to  have  been  restored  for  some  time  aftisrtlk^ 
Babylonish  captivity, at  leasil  in  the  days  of  that  excelleul  high  priest  John  Hyrcani«|^ 
whom  Josephus  esteemed  as*  a  king,  a  priest,  and  a  prophet;  and  who,  he  i  ' 
foretold  several  things  that  came  to  pa»  accordingly;  but  about  the  ttiiie4 
deathp  he  here  implies,  that  this  oracle  quite  ceased,  and  not  before.    The  folJi 
bigh-pricsts  now  putting  diadems  on  their  heads,  and  ruling  according  to  theirj 
wil!,  and  by  their  own  authority,  like  the  other  Lings  of  the  Pagmn  countn>i  i 
them;  so  that  while  the  God  of  Israel  was  allowed  to  be  the  supreme  kin^r  of  I* 
and  his  directions  to  be  their  authentic  guides^  God  ^avo  them  such  directions  u  I 
their  supreme  king  and  governor ;  and  ihey  were  properly  under  a  theocracy,  by 
this  oracle  of  Urira.  but  no  longer  (see  Dr,  Bernard's  notes  here),  though  1  confci  | 
I  cannot  but  esteem  the  hiirh-priest  Jaddus*s  divine  dream,  Antiq.  B.  XI.  ch.  tin. 
$  4.  and  the  high-priest  Caiapbaa's  most  remarkable  prophecy.  John,  xi.  47-— $3L 
as  two  small  remains  or  specimens  of  this  ancient  oracle,  which  properly  b«IoQgtd 
to  the  Jewish  high- priests  :  nor  perhaps  ought  we  entirely  to  forget  that  eminent 
pro|»hetiG  dream  of  our  Jo&ephus  himself  (one  next  to  a  high-pnest,  a*  of  tht 
family  of  the  Asamonenns.  or  Maccabees),  as  to  the  succession  of  Vespasian  aod 
Titus  to  the  Roman  empire^  and  that  in  the  day§  of  Nero,  and  before  cilht-r  Galbt, 
Otho,  or  Viteltius.  vrerc  thought  of  to  succeed  bim.    Of  the  War,  B.  IIL  chap,  viii* 
§  7.  vol.  III.    This  I  think  may  well  be  looke*!  on  as  the  very  last  iostauce  of  aay 
thing  like  the  prophetic  Urim  among  the  Jewish  nation,  and  ju^l  preceded  tht»t 
fatal  desolation  :  but  bow  it  could  possibly  come  to  pass  that  such  jjreat  men  as  sir 
John  Marsbam,  and  Dr.  Spenser,  should  imagine  that  this  oracle  of  Vnm  tltd 
Thummim,  with  other  practices  as  old  or  older  than  the  laws    '  "'  '       '  '  "^ 

beta  ordained  In  imitation  of  somewhat  like  them  among  the 
never  hear  of  till  the  days  of  Diodorus  Siculus^  .Elian,  and    i-  .."'- 

earlier  than  the  Christian  era  at  the  highest,  is  almost  unaccoum  A% 

main  business  of  the  law  of  Moses  was  evidently  to  preserve  the  I^; 
idolatrous  and  supcratitious  practices  of  the  neighhotirifi^  Pagan  naLii>a>  « 
while  it  h  so  undeniable,  that  the  evidence  for  the  great  antiquity  of  Moses's  (aial 
ii  incomparably  beyond  that  for  the  hke  or  greater  antiquity  of  such  customs  iilfl 
Egypt  or  other  uatioas.  which  indeed  is  generally  none  at  all,  it  is  roost  absurd  %9.\ 
derive  any  of  Moses*s  laws  from  the  Imicatioo  of  those  heathen  practices.     Such 
hypotheses  demonstrate  to  us,  how  far  inclination  can  prevail  over  evidence,  in 
even  some  of  the  most  learned  part  of  mankind. 
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^Htbtng  to  such  as  have  not  so  far  indulged  themselves  in 
^^ihilosophyi  as  to  despise  Divine  Revelation.  Yet  will  I 
mention  what  is  still  more  woiiderful  than  this:  for  God 
declared  beforehand,  by  those  twelve  stones  which  the 
liigh-priest  bare  on  his  breast,  and  which  were  inserted  into 
^Kbis  breast-plate,  when  they  should  he  victorious  in  batUe; 
^HTor  so  great  a  splendour  shone  forth  from  tlietn  before  the 
^Hlmiy  began  to  march,  that  all  the  people  were  sensible  of 
^r God's  being  present  for  their  assistance.  Whence  it  came 
to  pass  that  those  Greeks,  who  had  a  veneration  for  our 
laws,  because  they  could  not  possibly  contradict  this,  called 
that  breast-plate  **  the  Oracle."  Now  this  breast-phitc,  and 
V  ilonyx,  left  ofl*  shining  two  hundred  years  before  I 

d   this   book,  God   having  been  displeased  at   ihe 
rression  of  his  laws.     Of  w^hich  things  we  shall  further 
on  a  titter  opportunity ;   but  I  will  now  go  on  with 
sed  narration. 

le  tabernacle  being  now  consecrated,  and  a  regular 

ler  being  settled  for  the  priests » the  multitude  judged  that 

lof!  now  dwelt  among  them,  and  betook  themselves  to  sa- 

rifices  and  praises  to  God^  as  being  now  delivered  from  all 

(pcctation  of  evils,  and  as  entertaining  a  hopeful  prospect 

'  belter  times  hereafter.     They  offered  also  gifts  to  God, 

ne  as  common  to  the  whole  nation,  and  others  as  peculiar 

I  ibonselves,  and  these  tribe  by  tribe;  for  the  heads  of  the 

combined  together,  tw^o  by  two,  and  brought  a  wagon 

nd  It  yoke  of  oxen.     These  amounted  to  six*  and  they 

led    the    tabernacle    when    they    journeyed.     Besides 

fhich,  every  head  of  a  tribe  brought  a  bowl,  and  a  charger, 

\d  a  i*poon,  of  ten  darics,  full  of  incense.    Now  the  charger 

id  the  bowl  were  of  silver,  and  together  they  weighed  two 

mdred  shekels,  but  the  bowl  cost  no  more  than  seventy 

Is:  and  these  were  full  of  fine  flour  mingled  with  oil, 

^  as  they  used  on  the  altar  about  the  sacrificL?s.     J'hey 

^ht  also  a  young  bullock,  and  a  ram,  with  a  lamb  of  a 

tar  old,  for  a  whole  burnt-offering;  as  also  a  goat  for  the 

rgivetiess  of  sins.     Every  one  of  the  heads  of  the  tribes 

ought  also  other  sacrifices,  called  **  peace-ofieriogs,"  for 

day  two  bulls,  and  five  rams,  with  lambs  of  a  year  old, 

ads  of  the  goats.     These  heads  of  tribes  were  twelve 

1^8  in  sacrificing,  one  sacrificing  every  day.     Now  Moses 

roC  no  longer  up  to  mount  Sinai,  but  went  into  the  t.iber- 

»ele,  and  learned  of  God  what  they  were  to  do,  and  what 

rfi  should  be  made;  which  laws  were  preferable  to  what 

Ifc  been  devised  by  human  understanding,  and  proved  to 

firmly  observed  for  all  time  to  come,  as  being  believed  to 

_      the  gift  of  God,  insomuch  that  the  Hebrews  did  not 

tr*n«grei?s  any  of  those  laws,  either  as  tempted  in  times  of 
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peace  by  luxury,  or  in  times  of  war  by  distress  of  affadrs* , 
But  I  say  no  more  here  concerning  them,  because  I  have  r 
solved  to  compose  another  work  concerning  our  laws. 


CHAPTER  IX. 


The  nature  of  our  offering  sacrifices* 

§1.1  WILL  now  however  make  mention  of  a  few  of  our 
which  belong  to  purifications,  and  the  Hke  sacred  offices, 
since  I  am  accidentally  come  to  this  matter  of  sacrifices*  ^_ 
These  sacrifices  were  of  two  sorts  ;  of  those  sorts  one  watfl 
offered  for  private  persons,  and  the  other  for  the  people  in 
general ;  and  they  are  done  in  two  different  ways :  in  the 
one  case,  what  is  slain  is  burnt,  as  a  whole  burnt-offering,  ^ 
whence  that  name  is  given  to  it ;  but  the  other  is  a  thank* 
oflering,  and  is  designed  for  feasting  those  that  sacrifice,    ll 
will  speak  of  the  former.     Suppose  a  private  man  offer  aj 
burnt-offering,  he  must  slay  cither  a  bull,  a  lamb,  or  a  kid  I 
of  the  goats,  and  the  two  latter  of  the  first  year,  though  of 
bulls  he  is  permitted  to  sacrifice  those  of  a  greater  age:  but 
all  burnt -offerings  are  to  be  of  males.     When  they  are  slain,! 
the  priests  sprinkle  the  blood  round  about  the  altar;  they] 
then  cleanse  the  bodies,  and  thvitle  them  into  parts,  and  salt! 
them  with  salt,  and  lay   them  upon   the  altar,  while  the 
pieces  of  wood  are  piled  one  upon  another,  and  the  fire  ia 
burning ;  they  next  cleanse  the  feet  of  the  sacrifices,  and  the 
inwards,  in  an  accurate  manner,  and  so  lay  thera  to  the  rest  I 
to  be  purged  by  the  fire,  while  the  priests  receive  the  hides* 
This  is  the  way  of  offering  a  burnt-uffering. 

2,  But  those  that  offer  thank-offerings,  do  indeed  sacri- 
fice the  same  creatures,  but  such  as  are  unblemished,  and 
above  a  year  old  ;  however,  they  may  take  either  males  or  fe- 
males. They  also  sprinkle  the  altar  with  their  blood ;  but 
they  lay  upon  the  altar  the  kidneys  and  the  caul,  and  all  the 
fat,  and  the  lobe  of  the  liver,  together  with  the  rump  of  the 
lamb;  then,  giving  the  breast  and  the  right  shoulder  to  the 
priests,  the  offerers  feast  upon  the  remainder  of  the  flesh 
for  two  days ;  and  what  remains  they  burn, 

S,  The  sacrifices  for  sins  are  offered  in  the  same  manner^ 
as  is  the  thank-offering.     But  those  who  are  unable  to  pur-J 
chase  complete  sacrifices,  offer  two  pigeons,  or  turtle  doves;! 
the  one  of  which  is  made  a  burnt-offering  to  God,  the  oUiefl 
they  give  as  food  for  the  priests.     But  we  shall  treat  mord| 
accurately  about  the  oblation  of  these  creatures  in  our  dis 
course  concerning  sacrifices.    But  if  a  person  fall  into  sin 
ignorance,  he  offers  an  ewe  lamb,  or  female  kid  of  the  goats^] 
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af  the  same  age  ;  and  the  priests  sprinkle  the  blood  at  the 
iltar,  not  after  the  former  manner,  but  at  the  corners  of  it- 
'hey  also  bring  the  kidneys  and  the  rest  of  the  fat,  together 
rith  the  lobe  of  the  liver,  to  the  altar,  while  the  priests  bear 
|way  the  hides,  and  the  flesh,  and  spend  it  in  the  holy  place 
dn  the  same  da}?  *;  for  the  law  does  not  permit  them  to  leave 
if  it  until  the  morning.     But  if  any  one  sin,  and  is  conscious 
of  it  himself,  but  hath  nobody  tliat  can  prove  it  upon  him, 
[le  offers  a  ram,  the  law  enjoining  him  so  to  doj  the  flesh  of 
rbicb  the  priests  eat,  as  before,  in  the  holy  place,  on  the 
ime  day.     And  if  the  rulers  offer  sacrifices  for  their  sins> 
»y  bring  the  same  oblations  that  private  men   do;  only 
Itey  so  far  diflbr,  that  they  are  to  bring  for  sacritices  a  bull 
ira  kid  of  the  Croats,  both  males. 
4*   Now  the  Taw  requires,  both  in  private  and  public  sa- 
ifices,  that  the  finest  flour  be  also  brought;  for  a  lamb  the 
ensure  of  one  tenth  deal,  for  a  ram  two,  and  for  a  bull  three, 
is  they  consecrate  upon  the  altar,  when  it  is  mingled  with 
for  oil  is  also  brought  by  those  that  sacrifice,  for  a  bull 
lalf  of  a  bin,  and  for  a  ram  the  third  part  of  the  same 
ire,  and  one  quarter  of  it  for  a  lamb.     This  bin  is  an 
It  Hebrew  measure,  and  is  equivalent  to  two  Athenian 
(or  congiuses).     They  bring  the  same  quantity  of  oil 
licb  they  do  of  wine,  and  they  poor  the  wine  about  the 
ir ;  but  if  any  one  does  not  offer  a  complete  sacrifice  of 
diinals,  but  brings  fine  flour  only  for  a  vow,  he  throws  a 
indful  upon  the  altar  as  its  first-fruits,  while  the  priests 
ke  the  rest  for  their  food,  either  boiled  or  mingled  with 
oil,  but  made  into  cakes  of  bread.     But  whatsoever  it  be 
il  a  priest  himself  offers,  it  must  of  necessity  be  all  burnt, 
r  the  law  forbids  us  to  sacrifice  any  animal  at  the  same 
with   its  dam :  and  in  other  cases,  not  till  the  eighth 
ly  after  its  birth.    Other  sacrifices  there  are  also  appointed 
for  escaping  distempers,  or  for  other  occasions,  in  which 
il-ofFerings  are  consumed,  together  w  ith  the  animals  that 
sacrificed;  of  which  it  is  not  lawful  to  leave  any  part  till 
iiCEt  day,  only  the  priests  are  to  take  their  own  share* 


Wbat  Relmd  well  ohscnres  here,  out  of  Josephus^  a^  compared  with  the  law 
^ — i.  Lev.  vii.  16.  (that  the  eating  of  the  tacniice  the  same  day  it  was  ofFeied, 
»  mean  on  <    ^    '        he  morcing  of  the  next,  although  the  Matter  part,  i,  e. 
,  be  iti  <  I  I  of  the  next  day,  accordiog  to  tne  Jewish  reckouliig), 

J  10  be  lL  .„    L  :    ,.-jQ  other  occasions  also.    The  Jeirifh  majtim.  in  such 
fieifiDif  is  ihui,  thai  the  day  goes  before  the  oight;  and  this  appean  to  me 
!  UnguAge  both  of  the  Old  and  New  Testameot*     See  also  the  note  ou 
(1  B*  IV,  ch*  tv.  fteet.  4,  and  Relaod^s  note  on  D.  IV.  chap,  viii.  sect  28. 
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CHAPTER  X. 

Concerning  thc/esiirah  ;  and  how  each  day  ofsuchfesit 
is  to  be  observed. 

f  1.  The  law  requires,  that  out  of  the  public  expenses  a 
lamb  of  the  first  year  be  killed  every  day,  at  the  beginning 
and  at  the  ending  of  the  <lay:  but  on  the  seventh  day,  which 
is  called  tlie  Sabbath,  they  kill  two,  and  sacrifice  them  in 
the  same  manner.  At  the  new  new  moon,  they  both  perform  ^ 
the  daily  sacrifices,  and  slay  two  bulls,  with  seven  lambs  of  ■ 
tlie  first  year,  and  a  kid  of  the  goats  also,  for  the  expiatioQ 
of  sins;  that  is,  if  they  have  sinned  through  ignorance. 

^.  But  on  the  seventh  month ,  which  the  Macedoniuns  call 
Hyperbereteeus*  they  make  an  addition  to  those  already 
mentioned,  and  sacriliee  a  bull,  a  rain^  and  seven  lambs^  aita 
a  kid  of  the  goats,  for  sins, 

3,  On  the  tenth  day  of  the  same  lunar  month,  they  fast 
till  the  evening;  and  tliis  day  they  sacrifice  a  bull,  and  two 
rams,  and  seven  lambs,  and  a  kid  of  the  goats,  for  sins* 
And,  besides  these,  they  bring  two  kids  of  the  goats ;  the 
one  of  which  Is  sent  alive  out  of  the  Hmits  of  the  camp  into 
the  wilderness  for  the  scape  goat,  and  to  he  an  expiation  for 
the  sins  of  the  whole  multitude ;  but  the  other  is  brought 
into  a  place  of  great  cleanness  within  the  Uniits  of  the  camp, 
and  is  there  burnt,  with  its  skin,  without  any  sort  of  cleans* 
ing.  With  this  goat  wa.s  burnt  a  bull,  not  brought  by  the 
people,  but  by  the  high- priest,  at  his  own  charges ;  which, 
when  it  was  slain,  he  brought  of  the  blood  into  the  holy 
place,  together  with  the  blood  of  the  kid  of  the  goats,  and 
sprinkled  the  ceiling  with  his  finger  seven  times,  as  also  iu 
pavement,  and  again  as  often  toward  the  most  holy  place, 
and  al)Out  the  golden  altar  :  he  also  at  last  brings  it  into  the 
open  court,  and  sprinkles  it  about  the  great  altar.  Besides 
this,  they  set  the  extremities,  and  the  kidneys,  and  the  fat, 
with  the  lobe  of  the  liver,  upon  tlie  altar.  The  high-priest 
likewise  presents  a  ram  to  God  as  a  hurnt-ofTering- 

4.  Upon  the  fifteenth  day  of  the  same  month,  when  the 
season  of  the  year  is  changing  for  winter,  the  law  enjoins  u& 
to  pitch  tabernacles  in  every  one  of  our  houses,  so  that  we 
preserve  ourselves  from  the  cold  of  that  time  of  the  year ; 
as  also  that  when  we  shall  arrive  at  our  own  country,  and 
cume  to  that  city  that  we  should  have  then  for  our  metro- 
polis, because  of  the  temple  therein  to  be  built,  and  keep  s 
festival  for  eight  days,  and  ofier  burnt-oflerings,  and 
ficu  thank-offerings,  that  we  should  then  carry  in  our 
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nch  of  myrtle,  and  willow,  and  a  bow  of  the  palm-tree, 
the  addition  of  the  pomecitron.  That  the  burnt-offer- 
ing on  the  fir^tof  those  days  was  to  he  a  sacrifice  of  thirteen 
bulls,  and  fourteen  lambs,  and  fifteen  rams,  with  the  addition 
of  a  kid  of  the  goats,  as  an  ex|)iatiun  fur  sins :  and  on  the 
f  "  '  L':  days  the  same  number  of  lambs,  and  of  rams,  with 
i  of  the  goats  ;  but  abating  one  of  the  bulb  every 

flay  CjU  they  amounted  to  seven  only.  On  the  eighth  day 
ork  was  laid  aside,  and  then,  as  we  said  before,  they 
*ced  to  God  a  bullock,  a  ram,  and  seven  lambs,  with  a 
f  the  goats,  for  an  expiation  of  sins.  And  this  is  the 
tamed  solemnity  of  the  HebreM^s,  when  they  pitch  their 
rnacles. 

5*  In  the  month  of  Xanthicus,  which  is  by  us  called  Nisan, 

and  is  the  beginning  of  our  year,  on  the  fourteenth  day  of 

^^lie  lunar  month,  when  the  sun  is  in  Aries  (for  on  this  month 

^■k  was  that  we  were   delivered    from    bondage   under   the 

^Htgyptians),  the  law  ordained,  that  we  should  every  year  slay 

^Bkbat  sacrifice  which  I  before  told  you  we  slew  when  we  came 

not  of  Kgypt,  and  which  was  called  the  Passover ;  and  so 

we  do  celebrate  this  passover  in  companies,  leaving  nothing 

of  what  we  sacrifice  till  the  day  following.    The  feast  of  un- 

kavened  bread  succeeds  that  of  the  passover,  and  falls  on 

ibe  6fteenth  day  of  the  month,  and  continues  seven  days, 

therein  they  feed  on  unleavened  bread  ;   on  every  one  of 

»hich  days  two  bulls  are  killed,  and  one  ram,  and  seven 

Umbs.     Now  these  lambs  are  entirely  burnt,  besides  the  kid 

of  the  goats  which  is  added  to  all  the  rest,  for  sins ;  for  it  is 

inlendecl  as  a  feast  for  the  priests  on  every  one  of  these 

^^AVS.     But  on  the  second  day  of  unleavened  bread,  which 

^^m  the  sixteenth  day  of  the  month,  they  first  partake  of  the 

^fputts  of  the  earth,  for  before  that  day  they  do  not  touch 

P^kieni.     And  while  they  suppose  it  proper  to  honour  God 

■    riponi  whom   they  obtain  a  plentiful  provision,  in   the  first 

p]ace»  they  offer  the  first-fruits  of  their  barley,  and  that  in 

the  manner  following  :  They  take  a  handful  of  the  ears,  and 

^^|ry  them,  then  beat  them  small,  and  purge  the  barley  from 

^^be  bran;  they  then  bring  one  tenth  deal  to  the  altar,  to 

^\5<>d  ;  and  casting  one  handful  of  it  upon  the  fire,  they  leave 

ihe  rest  for  the  use  of  the  priests.     And  after  this  it  is  that 

"*  icy  may  publicly  or  privately  reap  their  harvest.    They  also 

this  participation  of  the  first-fruits  of  the  earth,  sacrifice 

lamb,  a5  a  burnt-offering  to  God. 

When  a  week  of  weeks  has  passed  over  after  this  sa- 

icc  (which  weeks  contain  forty  and  nine  days),  on  the 

day,  which  is  Pentecost,  but  is  called  by  the  Hebrews 

aariba,  which  signifies  Pentecost,  they  bring  to  God  a  loaf, 

of  wheat  flour,  of  two  tenth  deals,  with  leaven;  and 
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for  sacrifices  they  bring  two  lambs;  and  when  they  lia%e 
only  presented  them  to  God  they  are  made  ready  for  supper 
for  the  priests;  nor  is  it  permitted  to  leave  any  thing  of  them 
till  the  day  following.  They  also  slay  three  bullocks  for  a 
burnt-offering,  and  two  rams  ;  and  fourteen  lambs,  with  two 
kids  of  the  goats  for  sins;  nor  is  there  any  one  of  the  fettK 
%'als  but  in  it  they  offer  burnt-offerings;  they  also  allow 
themselves  to  rest  on  every  one  of  them.  Accordingly  the 
law  prescribes  in  them  all  what  kinds  they  are  to  sacrifice, 
and  now  they  are  to  rest  entirely,  and  must  slay  sacrifices  in 
order  to  feast  upon  them. 

7.  However,  out  of  the  common  charges  baked  bread 
[was  set  on  the  table  of  shew-bread],  without  leaven,  of 
twenty-four  tenth  deals  of  flour,  for  so  much  is  spent  upon 
this  bread,  two  heaps  of  these  were  baked  ;  they  were  taken 
the  day  before  the  Sabbath,  but  were  brought  into  the  holy 
place  on  the  morning  of  the  Sabbath,  and  set  ui>on  the  holy 
table,  4>ix  on  a  heap,  one  loaf  still  standing  over-againat  an- 
other ;  where  two  golden  cups  full  of  frankincense  were  also 
set  upon  them,  and  there  they  remained  till  another  Sabbath, 
and  til  en  other  loaves  were  brought  in  their  stead,  while  the 
loaves  were  given  to  the  priests  for  their  food,  and  the 
frankincense  was  burnt  in  that  sacred  fire  wherein  all  their 
offerings  were  burnt  also;  and  so  other  frankincense  was  set 
upon  the  loaves  instead  of  what  was  there  before.  The 
[high]  priest  also,  of  liis  own  charges,  offered  a  sacrifice,  and 
that  twice  every  day.  It  was  made  of  flour  mingled  with  oil, 
and  gently  baked  by  the  fire  ;  the  quantity  was  one  tenth 
deal  of  flour  ;  he  brought  the  half  of  it  to  the  fire  in  the 
morning,  and  the  other  half  at  night.  The  account  of  these 
sacrifices  I  shall  give  more  accurately  hereafter;  but  I  think 
I  have  premised  what  for  the  present  may  be  suflicieut  coa* 
cerning  them. 


( 


CHAPTER  XI. 

Of  the  Purifications, 

^  1,  Moses  took  out  the  tribe  of  Levi  from  communicattti|B( 
with  the  rest  of  the  people,  and  set  them  apart  to  be  a  holy 
tribe  :  and  purified  them  by  water,  taken  from  perpetual 
springs,  and  with  such  sacrifices  as  were  usually  offered  to 
God  on  the  like  occasions.  He  delivered  to  them  also  tbc 
tabernacle,  and  the  sacred  vessels,  and  the  other  curtains 
which  were  made  for  coveritig  the  tabernacle,  that  they 
might  minister  under  the  conduct  of  the  priests,  who  had 
been  already  consecrated  to  God* 
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2,  He  alao  determined  concerning  animals;  which  of  them 
nitL'ht  be  used  for  food,  and  wliich  they  were  obhged  to  ab- 
«Uiii  from:  ivhich  matters^  when  this  work  shall  give  roe  oc* 
cjidion,  shall  be  further  explained;  and  the  causes  shall  be 
julded^  by  which  he  was  moved  to  allot  some  of  them  to  be 
oar  food,  and  enjoined  us  to  abstain  fromotliers.  However, 
he  entirely  forbade  us  the  use  of  blood  for  foo<l,  and  esteemed 
it  to  contain  the  soul  and  spirit.  He  also  forbade  us  to  eat 
the  Htnh  of  an  animal  that  died  (}f  itself,  as  also  the  caul,  and 
tht  fat  of  goats,  and  sheep,  and  bull^* 

S,  He  also  ordered,  that  those  whose  bodies  were  afflicted 

with  leprosy,  and  that  liad  a  gonorrhoea,  should  not  come 

r>lo  the  city" :  nay,  he  removed  the  women,  when  they  had 

ticir  natural  purgations,  till  the  seventh  day ;  after  which  he 

>ked  on  them  as  pure,  and  permitted  them  to  come  in 

lio.     The  law  permits  those  also  who  have  taken  care  of 

rals  to  come  in  after  the  same  manner,  when  this  number 

fa  is  over ;    but  if  any  continued  longer  than   that 

gr  of  days  in  a  state  of  pollution,  the  law  appointed 

offering  two  lambs  for  a  sacrifice;  the  one  of  which  they 

to  purge  by  fire,  and  for  the  other  the  priests  take  it  for 

ves.     In  the  same  manner  do  those  sacrifice  who 

id  the  gonorrhoea.     But  he  that  sheds  his  seed  in  his 

p»  if  he  goes  down  into  cold  water,  be  has  the  same  pri- 

with  those  that  have  lawfully  accompanied  with  their 

ret!.     And  for  the  lepers,  he  suffered  them  not  to  come 

tlie  city  at  all,  nor  to  live  with  any  others,  as  if  they 

were  in  effect  dead  persons  ;  but  if  any  one  had  obtained, 

Hiy  prayer  to  God,  the  recovery  from  that  distemper,  and 

1  gained  a  healthful  complexion  again,  such  a  one  returned 

lianks  to  God,  with  several  sorts  of  sacrifices;  concerning 

irbicb  we  will  speak  hereafter, 

4,  Whence  one  cannot  but  smile  at  those  who  say,  that 
Uoses  was  himself  afflicted  with  the  leprosy  when  he  fled 
lit  of  Egypt,  and  that  he  became  the  conductor  of  those 
rho  on  that  account  left  that  country,  and  led  them  into  the 
id   of  Canaan ;  for  had  thiti  been  true,  Moses  would  not 
ive  made  these  laws  to  his  own  dishonour,  which  indeed  it 
rad  more  likely  he  would  have  opposed,  if  others  had  en- 
eairoured  to  introduce  them ;  and  this  the  rather,  because 
hiere  are  lepers  in  many  nations,  who  yet  are  in  honour,  and 
at  only  free  from  reproach  and  avoidance,  but  who  have 
pfi  great  captains  of  armies,  and  been  intrusted  with  high 
offices  in  the  commonwealth  ;  and  have  had  the  privilege  of 

^  W«  viAj  bf  re  nolCt  ^&t  Josvphiu  frequeolly  calls  the  ounn  ihe  cUif,  and  tbe 
Bviirt  of  llie  MoMic  tabertiacle  »  temple,  and  the  tabeniHcle  'melt  a  hotif  hnute,  with 
pTlufioa  to  the  Utter  cily,  tcinplei  aotl  holy  hou6e»  which  ha  kocw  ao  well  long 
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entering  into  holy  places  and  temples;  so  that  nothing 
hindered,  but  if  either  Moses  himself,  or  the  multitude  that 
was  with  him,  had  been  liable  to  such  a  misfortune  in  the 
colour  of  his  skin,  he  might  have  made  laws  about  them  for 
their  credit  and  advantage,  and  have  laid  no  manner  of  diffi- 
culty upon  them.  Accordingly,  it  is  a  plain  case,  that  it  is 
out  of  violent  prejudice  only  that  they  report  these  things 
about  us.  But  Moses  was  pure  from  any  such  distemper; 
and  lived  with  countrymen  who  were  pure  of  it  also,  and 
thence  made  the  laws  which  concerned  others  that  had  the 
distemper.  He  did  this  for  the  honour  of  God.  But  as  to 
these  matters,  let  every  one  consider  them  after  what  manner 
he  pleases. 

5.  As  to  the  women,  when  they  have  bom  a  child,  Moses 
forbade  them  to  come  into  the  temple,  or  touch  the  sacrifices, 
before  forty  days  were  over,  supposing  it  be  a  boy ;  but  if 
she  hath  bom  a  girl,  the  law  is  that  she  cannot  be  admitted 
before  twice  that  number  of  days  be  over.  And  when  aftor 
the  before-mentioned  time  appointed  for  them,  they  perform 
their  sacrifices,  the  priests  distribute  them  before  God. 

G.  But  if  any  one  suspect  that  his  wife  has  been  guilty  of 
adultery,  he  was  to  bring  a  tenth  deal  of  barley  flour;  tney 
then  cast  one  handful  to  God,  and  gave  the  rest  of  it  to  the 
priests  for  food.  One  of  the  priests  set  the  woman  at  the 
gates  that  are  turned  towards  the  temple,  and  took  the  veil 
from  her  head,  and  wrote  the  name  of  God  in  parchment,  and 
enjoined  her  to  swear,  that  she  had  not  at  all  injured  hcf 
husband ;  and  to  wish,  that  if  she  had  violated  her  chastity, 
her  right  thigh  might  be  put  out  of  joint;  that  her  belly 
might  swell,  and  that  she  might  die  thus :  but  that  if  her 
husband,  by  the  violence  of  his  affection,  and  of  the  jealousy 
which  arose  from  it,  had  been  rashly  moved  to  this  suspicion, 
that  she  might  bear  a  male  child  on  the  tenth  month.  Now 
when  these  months  were  over,  the  priest  wiped  the  name  of 
God  out  of  the  parchment,  and  wrung  the  water  into  a  vial* 
He  also  took  some  dust  out  of  the  temple  (if  any  happened 
to  be  there,)  and  put  a  little  of  it  into  the  vial,  and  gave  it 
her  to  drink;  Whereupon  the  woman,  if  she  were  unjustly 
accused,  conceived  with  child,  and  brought  it  to  perfection 
in  her  womb :  but  if  she  had  broken  her  faith  of  wedlock  to 
her  husband,  and  had  sworn  falsely  before  God,  she  died  in 
a  reproachful  manner ;  her  thigh  fell  off  from  her,  and  her 
belly  swelled  with  a  dropsy.  And  these  are  the  ceremonies 
about  sacrifices,  and  about  the  purifications  thereto  belonging, 
which  Moses  provided  for  his  countrymen.  He  also  pre- 
j«cribed  the  following  laws  to  them:— 
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Seteral  Laws, 

$  1.  As  for  aduUery,  Moses  forbade  it  entirely,  as  esteeming 
it  A  Imppy  thing  that  men  shoiikl  be  wise  in  the  aflairs  of 

Redhji'k;  and  that  it  was  profitable  both  to  cities  and  families, 
Mil   children  slumld   be   known   to  be  genuine.     He  also 
Agrred   men's   lying  with   their  mothers,  as   one  of  the 
nitesi  crimes ;  and  the  like  for  lying  with  the  father's  wife, 
and  with  aunts,  and  sisters^  and  son's  wives,  as  all  instances 
abominable  wickedness.     He  also  forbade  a  man  to  He  with 
»  wife  when  she  was  defiled  by  her  natural  purgation:  and 
I  to  come  near  brute  beasts,  nor  to  approve  of  the  lying 
a  male,  which  was  to  hunt  after  tmlawful  measures  on 
lit  of  beauty •    To  those  who  were  guilty  of  such  insolent 
viour,  he  ordained  death  for  their  punishment. 
As  for  the  priests,  he  prescribed  to  them  a  double 
ee  of  purity*':    for  he  restrained  them  in  tJae  instances 
e,  and  moreover  forbade  them  to  marry  harlots.    lie  also 
ihem  to  marry  a  slave,  or  a  captive,  and  such  as  cot 
g  by  cheating-trades,  and  by  keeping  inns :  as  also 
waoian  parted  from  her  husband  on  any  occasion  whatso- 
Nay,  he  did  not  think  it  proper  for  the  high-priest  to 
y  even  the  widow  of  one   that  was  dead,  though  he 
etl  that  to  the  priests;    but  he  permitted  him  only  to 
a  virgiji,  and  to  retain  her.     Whence  it  is  that  the 
-priest  is  not  to  come  near  to  one  that  is  dead,  although 
rest  arc  not  prohibited  from  coming  near  to  their  brethren, 
or  parents  nr  children,  when  they  are  dead,  but  they  are  to 
be  unblemished  in  all  respects.     He  ordered,  that  the  priest, 
who  had  any  blemish,  should  have  his  portion  indeed  among 
Is,  but  he  forbade  him  to  ascend  the  altar,  or  to  enter 
h«»ly  house.     He  also  enjoined  them,  not  only  to 
\'.y  in  their  sacred  ministrations,  but  in  their  daily 
<  L,  that  it  might  be  unblamable  also*     And  on 

account  it  is,  that  those  who  wear  the  sacerdotal  gar- 
lis  are  without  spot,  and  eminent  for  their  purity  and 
>bricty:  nor  are  they  permitted  to  drink  wine  so  long  as 
wear  those  garments ^     Moreover,  they  ofter  sacrifices 
at  are  cutirei  and  have  no  defect  w  hatsoever. 

I  of  JoBephtii**  are  reraarkable,  that  the  lawgiver  of  the  .Tews  ra- 

I  prieiti  a  double  degree  of  purity,  in  comparison  of  thai  required  of 

BpcoplSfOf  which  he  gwe  several  in&tances  immediately*     It  was  for  certain  ihe 

C9Hr  difto  Among  the  first  Chriatians,  of  the  Clergy,  ia  loropari^on  of  the  latiy,  as 

iko  Ap«iiN>li(;»l  CoQslitutions  and  CaaoQs  everywhere  inrorm  us* 

*  W«  tntMl  here  noie  with  Kelaod,  that  the  precept  given  to  the  pricstji  not  drink* 

•»  whtk  they  wore  the  aacred  g^iriueuiSp  m  equivalent  to  tbcir  ah^tioMM 
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3.  And  truly  Moses  gave  them  all  these  precepts,  being 
such  as  were  observed  during  bis  own  life-time.     But  thougk  i 
he  lived  now  in  the  wilderness,  yet  did  he  make  provi^ioai 
how  they  might  observe  the  same  laws  when  they  should 
have  taken  the  hind  of  Canaan,     He  gave  then  rest  to  the 
htnd  from  ploughing  and  planting  every  seventh  year,  as  he 
had  prescribed  to  them  to  rest  from  working  every  seventh  ^ 
day  J    and  ordered,  that  then  what  grew  of  its  own  accord  ■ 
out  of  the  earth  should  in  common  belong  to  all  that  pleased  * 
to  use  it,  making  no  distinction  in  that  respect  between  their 
own  countrymen  and  foreigners :  and  he  ordained,  that  they 
ishoukl  do  the  same  after  seven  times  seven  years,  which  in 
all  are  fifty  years :    and   that  fiftieth  year  is  called  by  the 
Hebrews  the  Jubilee,  wherein  debtors  are  freed  from  their 
debts,  and  slaves  are  set  at  hberty;   which  slaves  became 
such,  though  they  were  of  the  same  stock,  by  transgressing 
some  of  th*>se  laws  whose  punishment  was  not  capital,  but 
they  were  punished  by  this  method  of  slavery.     This  year 
also  restores  the  land  to  its  former  possessors  in  the  manner 
following:  M'hen  the  Jubilee  is  came»  which  name  denotes 
liberty^  he  that  sold  the  land,  and  he  that  bought  it,  meet 
together  and  make  an  estimate,  on  one  hand,  of  the  fruits 
gathered,  and  on  the  other  hand,  of  the  expenses  laid  out 
upon  it.     If  the  fruits  gathered  come  to  more  than  the  ex- 
penses laid  out,  he  that  sold  it  takes  the  land  again ;  but  if 
the  expenses  prove  more  than  the  fruits,  the  present  possessor 
receives  of  the  tbrmer  owner  the  difterence  that  was  wanting, 
and  leaves  the  land  to  him;  and  if  the  fruits  received,  and 
the  expenses  laid  out,  prove  equal  to  one  another,  the  pre- 
sent possessor  rclinquislies  it  to  the  former  owners,     Moses 
would  have  the  same  law  obtain  as  to  those  houses  also  which 
w^ere  sold  in  villages ;  but  he  made  a  different  law  for  such 
as  were  sold  in  a  city :  for  if  he  that  sold  it  tendered  the 
purchaser  his  money  again  within  a  year,  he  was  forced  to 
restore  it;    but  in  case  a  whole  year  had  intervened^  the  ^ 
purchaser  was  to  enjoy  what  he  had  bought.     This  was  the  ■ 
constitution  of  the  laws  which  Moses  learned  of  God,  when 
the  camp  lay  under  mount  Sinai ;  and  this  he  delivered  in 
writing  to  the  Ilehrew^s. 

4.  Now  when  this  settlement  of  laws  seemed  to  be  wcU 
over,  Moses  thought  fit  at  length  to  take  a  review  of  the  host, 
as  thinking  it  proper  to  settle  the  affairs  of  war.  So  be 
charged  the  heads  of  the  tribes,  excepting  the  tribe  of  Levi, 
to  take  an  exact  account  of  the  number  of  those  that  were 


from  it  «II  the  white  they  niinistered  in  ihe  lemple,  liecause  ihey  ihea  alwiy^,  tod 
iHcn  tin1]^»  wore  those  sacred  garfneolii*  ^hich  were  laid  up  ihere  from  one  tiiii«  fl«( 
miniftlration  to  nnathcr. 
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ble  to  go  to  war;  for  as  to  tlie  Ijcvites  they  were  holy,  and 
from  all  such  burdens*  Now  when  the  people  had  been 
ambered,  there  were  found  six  hundred  thousand,  that  were 
}le  to  go  to  war,  from  twenty  to  fifty  years  of  age,  besides 
bree  thousand  six  hundred  and  fifty.  Instead  of  Levi, 
loses  took  Manasseh,  the  son  of  Joseph,  among  the  heads 
"■  tribes;  and  Ephraim  instead  of  Joseph*  It  was  indeed  of 
&sire  of  Jacob  himself  to  Joseph,  that  he  would  give  him  his 
>ns  to  be  his  own  by  adoption,  as  I  have  before  related. 

5,  When  they  set  up  the  tabernacle,  they  received  it  into 
de  midst  of  their  camp,  three  of  the  tribes  pitching  their 

nt«  on  each  side  of  it,  and  roads  were  cut  through  the  midst 

these  tents*  It  was  like  a  welUappointed  market;  and 
rery  thing  was  there  ready  for  sale  in  due  order:  and  all 
His  of  artificers  were  in  the  shops ;  and  it  resembled  nothing 
I  much  as  a  city  that  sometimes  was  moveable,  and  sometimes 
ced*  The  priests  had  the  first  places  about  the  tabernacle; 
the  Levites,  who,  because  their  whole  multitude  was 
[>ned  from  thirty  days  old,  were  t%venty-three  tliousand 
Ight  hundred  and  eighty  males.  And  during  the  time  that 
\e  cloud  stood  over  the  tabernacle,  they  thought  proper  to 
stay  in  the  same  place,  as  supposing  that  God  there  inliabited 
ixnong  them;  but  when  that  removed,  they  journeyed  also. 

(5.  IVIoreover  Moses  was  the  inventor  of  the  form  of  their 
trumpet,  which  was  made  of  silver.     Its  description  ii>  this: 

length  it  was  little  less  than  a  cubit.     It  was  composed  of 

narrow  tube,  somewhat  thicker  than  a  flute^  but  with  so 
liuch  breadth  as  was  sufficient  for  admission  of  the  breath  of 
.  man*s  mouth  :  it  ended  in  the  form  of  a  bell,  like  common 

impets.  Its  sound  was  called  in  the  Hebrew  tongue 
Lsosra.  Two  of  these  being  made,  one  of  them  was  sounded 
rhen  they  required  the  multitude  to  come  together  to  con- 
gfregations.  When  the  first  of  them  gave  a  signal,  the  heads 
if  the  tribes  were  to  assemble,  and  consult  about  the  aifaira 
them  properly  belonging;  but  when  they  gave  the  signal 
by  both  of  them,  they  called  the  multitude  together.  When- 
ever the  tabernacle  was  removed,  it  was  done  in  this  solemn 

ier : — At  the  first  alarm  of  the  trumpet,  tliose  whose  tents 

rere  on  the  east  quarter  prepared  to  remove;  when  the  second 

Signal  was  given,  those  that  were  on  the  south  c[uarter  did 

"be  like;   in  the  next  place,  the  tabernacle  was  taken  to 

pieces,  and  was  carried  in  the  midst  of  six  tribes  that  went 

efare,  and  six  that  followed,  all  the  Levites  assisting  about 
'the  tabernacle;  when  the  third  signal  was  given,  that  part 
which  had  their  tents  towards  the  west  put  themselves  into 
motion;  and  at  the  fourth  signal  those  on  the  north  did  so 
Ukewise*  They  also  made  use  of  those  trumpets  in  their 
sacred  ministrations,  when  they  were  bringing  their  sacrifices 
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to  the  altar,  as  well  on  the  Sahbaths  as  on  the  rest  of  the 
[festival]  days*  And  now  it  was  that  Moses  offered  that 
sacrifice  which  was  called  the  Passover  in  the  wilderness,  as  | 
the  first  he  had  offered  after  the  depart\ire  out  of  Egypt* 


CHAPTER  XIIL 

How  Moses  removed  from  mount  Sinai ^  and  conducted 
people  to  the  borders  of  the  Canaanites, 

§  1.  A  LITTLE  while  afterwards  he  rose  up,  and  went  fromT 
mount  Sinai ;  and  having  passed  through  several  mansions* 
of  which  we  will  speak  anon,  he  came  to  a  place   called 
Hazeroth,  where  the  multitude  hegan  again  to  he  mutinous, 
and  to  hlanie  Moses  for  the  misfortunes  they  had  suffered 
in  their  travels  ;  and  that  when  he  had  persuaded  thera  to 
leave  a  good  land,  they  at  once  had  lost  that  land,  and 
instead  of  that  happy  state  he  had  promised  them,  they 
were  still  wamlering  in  their  present  mij^erahle  condition, 
being  already  in  want  of  watur ;  and  if  the  manna  should 
happen  to  fnil,  they  must  then  utterly  perish.     Yet  while 
they  generally  spake  many  and  sore  things  against  the  man, 
til  ere  was  one  of  them  who  exhorted  them  not  to  be  un- 
mindful of  Moses,  and  of  what  great  pains  he  had  been  at 
*  about  their  common  safety;  and  not  to  despair  of  assistance 
Irom  God.     The  multitude   thereupon   became  still  more 
\mruly,    and   more   mutinous   against    Moses   than  before. 
Thereupon  Moses,  although  he  were  so  basely  abused  by 
them,  encouraged  them  in  their  despairing  condition,  and 
promised  that  he  would  procure  them  a  great  quantity  of 
flesh-meat,  and  that  not  for  a  few  days  only,  but  for  ma 
days.     This  they  were  not  willing  to  believe:   and  wbei 
one  of  them  asked,  whence  he  would  obtain  such  vast  plenty" 
of  what   he  promised,  he  replied,  "Neither  God,  nor  I» 
although  we  hear  such  opprobrious  words  from  you,  wiW 
leave  off  our  labours  for  you  ;  and  this  shall  soon  appear 
also.**     As  soon  as  ever  he  had  said  this,  the  whole  camp 
was  filled  with  quails,  and  they  stood  round  about  them, 
and  gathered  them  in  great  numbers.     However  it  was  not 
long  ere  God  punished  the  Hebrews  for  their  insolence,  and 
those  reproaches  they  had  used  towards  him,  for  no  smiill 
number  of  them  died.     And  still  to  this  day  the  place  retJiinis 
the  memory  of  this  destruction,  and  is  named    Ktbrotli* 
haltaavah,  which  is.  The  Graves  of  Lust. 
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CHAPTER  XIV, 

W  Moses  sent  some  persons  to  search  out  the  land  of  ihii 
CanaaniteSt  and  the  largeness  of  (heir  cities:  and  further, 
that  when  those  who  were  sent  were  returned,  after  forty 
iiays^  and  reported  that  they  should  not  fje  a  match  for 
tkem^  and  extolled  the  strength  of  the  CanaaniteSt  the 
multitude  were  disturbed,  and  fell  into  despair  ;  and  were 
resolved  to  stone  Moses,  and  return  back  again  into  Egypt , 
and  serve  the  Egyptians, 

f  1.  When  Moses  had  led  the  Hebrews  away  froni  thence 
to  a  place  called  Paraii,  which  was  near  to  the  borders  of 
tbe  Canaanites,  and  a  place  difTicuU  to  be  continued  in,  he 
gBtbered  the  uiultitude  together  to  a  con^^regation ;  and 
HM^pding  in  the  midst  of  them,  he  said,  *^  Of  the  two  things 
^^^^B  God  determined  to  bestow  upon  us,  Hberty,  and  the 
^^^^■jBB^ion  of  a  happy  country,  the  one  of  them  ye  already  are 
^^Plbkers  of«  by  the  gift  of  God,  and  the  other  you  will 
^fnitckly  obtain :  for  we  now  have  our  abode  near  the  borders 
^^Kf  the  Canaanites,  and  nothinfr  can  hinder  the  acquisition  of 
it,  when  we  now  at  last  are  fallen  upon  it:  I  gay,  not  only 
1M>  king  nor  city*  but  neither  the  whole  race  of  maukuul,  if 
ihfey  were  all  gathered  together,  could  do  it.  Let  us  there- 
iTB  prepare  ourselves  for  the  work,  for  the  Canaanites  will 
I  resign  up  their  land  to  us  without  fighting,  but  it  must 
wrested  from  them  by  great  struggles  in  war.  Let  us 
send  spies,  who  may  take  a  view  <if  the  goodness  of  the 
li  and  what  strength  it  is  of.  But  above  all  things,  let 
Qttie  of  one  mind,  and  let  us  honour  God^  who  above  all  is 
par  helper  and  assii^ter,** 

2*  When  Moses  had  said  thus,  the  multitude  requited  him 

th  marks  of  respect:  and  chose  twelve  spies,  of  the  most 

eminent  men,  one  out  of  each  tribe,  who  passing  over  all  the 

"  md  nf  Canaan,  from  the  borders  of  Egypt,  came  to  the  city 

umath,  and  to  n^iount  Lebanon ;  and  having  learned  the 

re  of  the  land,  and  of  its  inhabitants,  they  came  home, 

g   spent   forty  days  in   the   whole   work.     They  also 

jht  with  them  of  the  fruits  which  the  land  bare :  they 

showed  them  the  excellency  of  those  frnrta,  and  gave 

account  of  the  great  quantity  of  the  good  things  that 

aflbrded,  w^iich  were  motives  to  the  ranltitude  to  go  to 

war.     But   then  they  terrified  them  again  with  the  great 

culty  there  was  in  obtaining  it;  that  the  rivers  were  so 

ge  and  deep,  that  they  could  not  be  passed  over ;  and 

at  the  hills  were  so  high  that  they  could  not  travel  along 
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for  them;  tliat  the  cities  were  strong  with  walls,  and  their 
firm  fortifications  round  about  them.  They  told  them  also, 
that  they  found  at  Hebron  the  posterity  of  the  giant*. 
Accordingly  these  spies,  who  had  seen  the  land  of  Canaan, 
when  they  perceived  that  all  these  difBculties  were  greater 
there  than  they  had  met  with  since  they  came  out  of  Egypt, 
tliey  were  alFrighted  at  them  themselves,  and  endeavoured 
to  aflVight  the  multitude  also. 

3.  So  they  supposed,  from  what  they  had  heard,  that  it 
was  impossible  to  get  the  possession  of  the  country.  And' 
when  the  congregation  was  dissolved,  they*  their  waives  and 
child ren»  continued  their  lamentation,  as  if  God  would  not 
indeed  assist  them,  but  only  promised  them  fair.  They  also 
again  blamed  Moses,  and  made  a  clamour  against  him,  and 
his  brother  Aaron  the  high-priest.  Accordingly  they  pas;sed 
that  night  very  ill»  and  with  contumelious  language  against 
them ;  hut  in  the  morning  they  ran  to  a  congregatioUi 
intending  to  stone  Moses  and  Aaron,  and  so  to  retuni  into 
Kgypt. 

4.  But  of  the  spies,  there  were  Joshua  the  son  of  Nun>  of 
the  tribe  of  Ephraim,  and  Caleb  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  that 
were  afraid  of  the  consequence,  and  came  into  the  midst  of 
them,  and  stilled  the  muhitude,  and  desired  them  to  b^  of, 
good  courage;  and  neither  to  condenm  God,  as  having  told 
tiiem  lies,  neither  to  liearken  to  those  who  had  affrighted 
them,  by  tclhng  them  what  was   not  true  concerning  the 
Canaanites,  but  to  those  that  encouraged  them  to  hope  for 
good  success ;  and  that  they  should  gain  possession  of  th«?? 
happiness  promised  them,  because  neither  the   height  oE" 
tnoiintains,  nor  the  deptli  of  rivers  could  hinder  men  of  true 
courage  from  attempting  them,  especially  white  God  woulil- 
take  care  of  them  beforehand,  and   be  assistant  to  them^n 
''Let  us  then  go/'  said  they,  ** against  our  enemies^  and™ 
have  no  suspicion  of  lU-success,  trusting  in  God  to  conduct 
us,  and  following  those  that  are  to  be  our  leaders/'     Tbus^ 
did  these  two  exhort  them,  and  endeavour  to  pacify  the  rage  V 
they  were  in.     But  Moses  and  Aaron  fell  on  the  grounJ.    ~ 
and  besought  God,  not  for  their  own  deliverance,  but  that 
he  would  put  a  stop  to  what  the  people  were  unwarily  doing,      I 
and  would  bring  tlieir  minds  to  a  quiet  temper,  which  were 
now  disordered  by  their  present  passion.     The  cloud  aim 
did  now  appear,  and  stood  over  the  tabernacle,  and  declared 
to  them  the  presence  of  God  to  be  there. 


cflAF,  XV.]    ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS. 


209 


CHAPTER  XV. 

iow  Moses  was  displeased  at  this;  and  foretold^  thai 
God  was  angry,  and  that  they  should  continue  in  the 
mlderness  for  forty  years ^  and  not,  daring  that  titne^ 
either  return  into  Egypt ^  or  lake  possession  of  Cauaan. 

%   1.  Moses  came   now  boldly   to   the  multitude,  and   xn- 

formed  them,  that  God  was  moved  at  their  abuse  of  him, 

SEld  would  inflict  punishment  upon  then>,  not  indeed  such 

a«  they  deserved  for  their  sins,  but  such  as  parents  inflict 

on  their  chiUiren,  in  order  to  their  correction  :   for^  be  said, 

that   when   he  was   in  the  tabernacle,  and  was  bewailing 

^ith  tears  that  destruction  which  was  coming  upon  them, 

rod  put  him  in  mind  what  things  he  had  done  for  them, 

hnd  what  benefits  they  had  received  from  him,  ami  yet  how 

hingrateful  they  had  been  to  him :    that  just  now  they  had 

pu  induced  by  the  timorousness  of  the  spies  to  think  that 

*r  words  were   truer   than  his    own   promise  to  them; 

;id  that    on   this   account,   though    he   would   not   indeed 

estroy  them  all,  nor  utterly  exterminate  their  nation,  which 

iie  had  honoured  more  than  any  part  of  mankind,  yet  he 

Would  not  permit  them  to  take  possession  of  the  land  of 

Canaan »   nor  enjoy  its   happiness^  but  would   make   them 

Zander  in  the  wilderness,  and  live  without  a  fixed  habitation, 

_§Uid  without  a  city,  for  forty  years  together,  as  a  punish- 

11  for  this  their  transgression;  but  that  he  liath  promised 

p¥c  that  land  to  our  children,  and  that  he  would  make 

the  possessors  of  those  good  things  wliich,  by  your 

_  >?erned  passions,  you  have  deprived  yourselves  of. 

2.  When  Moses  had  discoursed  thus  to  them,  according 

to  the  direction  of  God,  the  multitude  grieved,  and  were  in 

silBiciion ;  and  entreated  Moses  to  procure  their  reconcilia- 

■      1  to  God,  and  to  permit  them  no  longer  to  wander  in  the 

ierness,  but  to  bestow  cities  upon  them*     But  he  replied, 

God  woulil  not  admit  of  any  such  trial,  for  tliat  God 

i     T  moved  to  this  determination  from  any  human  levity, 

_    i\  but  that  he  had  judicially  condemned  them  to  that 

fuitiistitiient.     Now   we  are  not  to  disbelieve,  that   Moses, 

who  was  but  a  single  person,  pacified  so  many  ten  thousands 

Tihen  they  were  in  anger,  and  converted  tbem  to  a  mildness 

of  temper;  for  God  was  with  him,  and  prepared  the  way  to 

hift  persuasioTis  of  tlie   multitude  ;  and  as  they  had  often 

•  fi  disobedient,  they  were  now  jnensible  that  such  disobe- 

r*cc,  was  disadvantageous  to  them,  and   that  they  had 

111!  thereby  fallen  into  calamities* 
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3>  But  this  man  was  admirable  for  his  virtue,  and  power- 
ful in  making  men  give  credit  to  what  he  delivered,  not  only 
during  the  time  of  his  natural  life,  but  even  there  is  still  no 
one  of  the  Hebrews,  who  does  not  act  even  now,  as  if  Moses 
were  present,  and  ready  to  punish  him  if  he  should  do  any 
thing  that  is  indecent ;  nay,  there  is  no  one  but  is  obedient 
to  what  laws  he  ordained,  although  they  might  be  concealed 
in  their  transgressions.     There  are   also  many  other  de- 
monstrations that  his  power  was  more  than  human,  for  still 
some  there  have  been,  who  have  come  from  the  parts  beyond 
Euphrates,  a  journey  of  four  monthsj  through  many  daii» 
gers,  and  at  great  expenses,  in  honour  of  our  temple;  and 
yet,  when  they  had  offered  their  oblations,  could  not  partake 
of  their  own  sacrifices,  because  Moses  had  forbidden  it,  by 
somewhat  in  the  law  that  did  not  permit  them,  or  some- 
what that  had  befallen  them,  whicli  our  ancient  customs  made 
inconsistent  there wilh  ;    some  of  these  did  not  sacrifice  at 
all,  and  others  left  their  sacrifices  in  an  imperfect  condition; 
nay,  many  were  not  able  even  at  first  so  much  as  to  enter 
into  the  templcj  but  went  their  ways  in  this  state,  as  pre- 
ferring a  submission  to  the  laws  of  Moses,  before  the  fulfilling 
of  their  own  inclinations,  even  when  they  had  no  fear  upon 
them  that  any  body  could  convict  them,  but  only  out  of  a  re* 
verence  to  their  own  conscience.    Thus  this  legislation,  which 
appeared  to   be  divine,  made  this   man  to  be  esteemed  a« 
one  superior  to  his  own  human  nature.     Nay  further,  a  httk 
before  the  beginning  of  this  war,  when  Claudius  was  cuK 
peror  of  the  Komans,  and  Ismael  was  our  high-priest,  md  i 
when  so  great  a  famine'*  was  come  upon  us,  that  one  teotls- 
deal  of  wheat  was   sold  for  four  drachniEc,  and  when  m 
less  than  seventy  cori  of  flour  were  brought  into  the  temple, 
at  the  feast  of  unleavened  bread  (these  cori  are  thirty -one 
Sicilian,  but  forty-one  Athenian  medimni),  not  one  of  tic 
priests   were   so   hardy    as    to  eat  one    crumb  of  it^  even 
while  so  great  a  distress  was  on  the  land  ;    and  this  out  rf 
a  dread  of  the  law,  and  of  that  wratli  which  God  retains 
against  acts  of  wicked ness^  even  when  no  one  can  aocisie 
the  actors.     Whence  we  are  not  to  wonder  at  what  was  then 
done,  while  to  this  very  day  the  writings  left  by  Moses  have 
so  great  a  force,  that  even  those  that  hate  us  do  confess 
tliat  he  who  established  this  settlement  was  God,  and  that 
it  was  by  the  means  of  Moses,  and  of  his  virtue;  but  as  U> 
these  matters,  let  every  one  take  them  as  he  thinks  fit, 

^  This  grent  fsmine  \n  the  days  of  Ckudius,  is  again  mentiotivd  in  Anttq.  Bt 
XX.  ctiAp.  \u  tect.  6.  and  Acts,  Jii.  28. 
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CONTAINING  THE  INTERVAL  OF  TIIIRTY-ErOHT  YEARS. 


[FROM  THE  REJECTION  OF  THAT  GENERATION,  TO  THE 
DEATH  OF  MOSES.] 


M 


CHAPTER  h 

The^ght  of  the  Hebrews  with  the  Canaaniies^  without  the 
consent  of  Moses;  and  their  defeat, 

%  1.  Now  this  life  of  the  Hebrews  in  the  wiUlerness  was  so 
disagreeable  and  troublesome  to  them,  that  they  were  so  un- 
easy at  it,  that  ahhough  God  had  forbidden  thcni  to  meddle 
with  the  Canaanites.  yet  could  they  not  be  persuaded  to  be 
obedient  to  the  words  of  Moses,  and  to  be  quiet ;  but  sup- 
4iould  be  able  to  beat  their  enemies,  even  with- 
oobation,  they  accused  him,  and  suspected  that 
lie  n»;uk-  it  his  business  to  keep  tliem  in  a  distressed  condi- 
toti,  that  they  might  always  stand  in  need  of  his  assistance, 
Accordingly  they  resolved  to  fight  with  the  Canaanites,  and 
ltd,  that  God  gave  them  his  assistance^  not  out  of  regard 
Moses's  intercessions,  but  because  he  took  care  of  their 
fitire  nation,  on  account  of  their  forefathers,  whose  affairs 
took  under  his  own  conduct ;  as  also^  that  it  was  on  ac- 
count of  their  own  virtue  that  he  had  formerly  procured  them 
^eir  liberty,  and  would  be  assisting  to  them,  now  they  were 
^ling  to  take  pains  for  it.  They  also  said,  that  they  were 
'themselves  of  abilities  sufficient  for  the  conquest  of  iheir 
enemies,  although  Moses  should  have  a  mind  to  alienate 
Ood  from  them:  that  however  it  was  for  their  advantage  to 
be  their  own  masters,  and  not  so  far  to  rejoice  in  their  de- 
Ihrerance  from  the  indignities  they  endured  under  the 
Egyptians,  as  to  bear  the  tyranny  of  Moses  over  them,  and 
to  suffer  themselves  to  he  deluded,  and  live  according  to  his 
[»,  as  though  God  did  only  foretell  what  concerns  us 
'  his  kindness  to  him,  as  if  they  were  not  all  the  poste- 
'of  Abraham,  that  God  made  him  alone  the  author  of  all 
'knowledge  we  have,  and  we  must  still  learn  it  from  him: 
that  it  would  be  a  piece  of  prudence  to  oppose  his  arrogant 
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preteticea,  and  to  put  their  confidence  in  God,  and  to  resolve 
to  take  possession  of  that  land  which  he  had  promised  them,  ■ 
and  not  to  give  ear  to  him,  who,  on  this  account,  and  under | 
the  pretence  of  divine  authority,  forbade  them  so  to  do. 
Considering,  therefore,  the  distressed  state  they  were  in  mi 
present,  and  that  in  these  desert  places  they  were  still  to  ex- 
pect things  woukl  be  worse  with  tliem,  they  resolved  to  fight 
with  the  Canaanites,  as  subnaitting  only  to  God,  their  su- 
preme commandeFj  and  not  waiting  for  any  assistance  from 
their  legislator, 

2.  When  therefore  they  had  come  to  this  resolution,  as 
being  best  for  them,  they  went  among  their  enemies;  but 
those  enemies  were  not  dismayed  either  at  the  attack  itself, 
or  at  the  great  multitude  that  made  it,  and  received  them 
with  great  courage.  Many  of  the  Hebrews  were  slain;  and 
the  remainder  of  the  army,  upon  the  disorder  of  their  troops^ 
were  pursued,  and  fled  after  a  shameful  manner,  to  their 
camp*  Whereupon  this  unexpected  misfortune  made  them 
quite  despond  ;  and  they  hoped  for  nothing  that  was  good, 
as  gathering  from  it,  that  this  affliction  came  from  the  vrrjith 
of  God,  because  they  rashly  went  out  to  war  without  his 
approbation, 

3.  But  when  Moses  saw  how  deeply  ihey  were  afTected 
with  this  defeat,  and  being  afraid  lest  the  enemies  should 
grow  insolent  upon  this  victory »  and  should  be  desirous  of 
gaining  still  greater  glory,  and  should  attack  them,  resolved 
that  it  was  proper  to  w^ithdraw  the  army  into  the  wilderness 
to  a  farther  distance  from  the  Canaanites;  so  the  multitude 
gave  themselves  up  again  to  his  conduct,  for  they  were 
sensible,  that  without  his  care  for  them,  their  aftairs  could 
not  be  in  a  good  condition  ;  and  he  caused  the  host  to  re* 
move,  and  he  went  forther  into  the  wilderness,  as  intendtnf 
there  to  let  them  rest,  and  not  to  permit  them  to  fight  tlie 
Canaanites  before  God  should  afford  them  a  more  favoar* 
able  opportunity. 


CHAPTER  IT. 

The  sedition  of  Corah,  and  of  the  mult  it  tide,  against  MoMe$, 
and  against  his  brother^  concerning  the  priesthood* 

§  1,  That  which  is  usually  the  case  of  great  armies,  and 
especially  upon  ill  success,  to  be  hard  to  be  pleased,  and 
governed  with  difficulty,  did  now  befall  the  Jews;  for  tbcy 
being  in  number  six  hundred  thousand,  and  by  reason  of 
their  great  multitude  not  readily  subject  to  their  governors, 
even  in  prosperity^  they  at  this  time  were  more  than  usually 
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jry,  both  against  one  another,  and  against  their  leader^ 
litise  of  the  distress  they  were  in,  and  the  calamities  they 
then  endured.  Such  a  sedition  overtook  them,  as  we  have 
not  the  like  example  cither  among  the  Greeks  or  tlie  Barba- 
riiins,  by  which  they  were  in  danger  of  being  all  destroyed, 
but  were  notwithstanding  saved  by  Moses,  who  would  not 
femember  that  he  had  been  ahnost  stoned  to  death  by  thera. 

Kor  did  God  neglect  to  prevent  their  ruin,  but  notwith- 
inding  the  indignities  they  had  offered  their  legishitor  and 
the  lawsj  and  their  disobedience  to  the  commandments  which 
he  had  sent  them  by  Moses,  he  delivered  them  from  these 
terrible  calamities,  which,  without  his  providential  care,  bad 
in  brought  upon  them  by  this  sedition,     So  1  will  first 
mi  the  cause  whence  this  sedition  arose,  and  then  will 
^an  account  of  the  sedition  itself;  as  also  of  what  settle- 
Moses  made  for  their  governmeut,  after  it  was  over. 
2.  Corah,  an   Hebrew  of  principal  account,  both  by  his 
ally  and  by  his  wealth,  one  that  was  also  able  to  speak 
?ll,  and  one  that  could  easily  persuade  the  people  by  his 
'tpceches,  saw  that  Moses  was  in  an  exceeding  great  dignity, 
aiid  was  uneasy  at  it,  and  envied  him  on  that  account  (he 
was  of  the  same  tribe  with  Mosci^,  and  of  kin  to  hiin),  was 
particularly  grieved,  because  he  thought  he  better  deserved 
that  honourable  post  on  account  of  his  great  riches,  and  not 
inferior  to  him  in  his  birth.     So  he  raised  a  clamour  against 
him  among  the  Levites,  who  were  of  the  same  tribe,  and 
enecially  among  his  kindred,  saying,  **  that  it  was  a  very 
laa  thing  that  they  should  overlook  Moses,  while  he  hunted 
ifterp  and  paved  the  way  to,  glory  lor  himself,  and  by  ill  arts 
3uld   obtain  it,  under  the  pretence  of  God's  command, 
^hile,  contrary  to  the  law-s,  he  had  given  the  priesthood  to 
I,  not  by  the  common  suffrage  of  the  multitude,  but  by 
__^         rn  vote,  as  bestowing  dignities  in  a  tyrannical  way  on 
wimiil  he  pleased/*     He  added,  **  that  this  concealed  way  of 
imposing  on  them  was  harder  to  be  borne,  than  if  it  had 
been  done  by  an  open  force  upon  them,  because  he  did  now 
^^ot  only  take  away  their  power  without  their  consent,  but 
^Bren  while  they  were  unapprised  of  his  contrivances  against 
^Hhem ;  for  whosoever  is  conscious  to  himself  that  he  deserves 
^piy  dignity,  aims  to  get  it  by  persuasion,  and  not  by  an 
arrogant  method  of  violence ;  but  those  that  believe  it  im- 
^^osstble  to  obtain  those  honours  justly,  they  make  a  show 
^Bf  goodness,  and  do  not  introduce  force,  but  by  cunning 
^^icKs  grow  wickedly  powerliil :  that  it  was  proper  for  the 
multitude  to  punish  such  men,  even  while  they  think  them- 
■eiTL'  aled  in  their  designs,  and   not  suffer  them  to 

I,  till  they  have  them  for  their  open  enemies. 

rhat  account,"  added  he,  **  is  Moses  able  to  give,  why 
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he  has  bestowed  the  priesthood  on  Aaron  and  his  sons  t  J 
for  if  God  had  determined  to  bestow  that  honour  on  one  ofl 
the  tribe  of  Levi,  I  am  more  worthy  of  it  than  he  is;  I 
myself  being  ecjual  to  Moses  by  my  family,  and  superior  to 
him  botli  in  riches  and  in  age  :  but  if  God  had  determined 
to  bestow  it  on  the  eldest  tribe,  tliat  of  Reubel  might  have 
it  most  justly  ;  and  then  Dathan,  and  Abiram,  and  [On  the^ 
son  of]  Peleth,  would  have  it,  for  these  are  the  oldest  men  of  ■ 
that  tribe,  and  potent  on  account  of  their  great  weakh  also/' 

S.  Now  Corah,  when  he  said  this,  had  a  mind  to  appear 
to  take  care  of  the  public  welfare,  but  in  reality  he  was  en- 
deavouring to  procure  to  have  tliat  dignity  transferred  by 
the  muhitude  to  bimself.  Thus  did  he,  out  of  a  malignant 
design,  but  with  phmsible  words,  discourse  to  those  of  his 
own  tribe;  and  wlien  the^e  words  did  gradually  spread  to 
more  of  the  people,  and  when  the  hearers  still  added  to 
what  tended  to  the  scandals  that  were  cast  upon  Aaron,  the 
whole  army  was  full  of  tliem.  Now  of  those  that  conspired 
with  Corah,  there  were  two  hundred  and  fifty,  and  those  of 
the  principal  men  alt^o,  who  were  eager  to  have  the  priesl- 
hood  taken  away  from  Moses's  brother,  and  to  bring  hitn 
into  disgrace:  nay,  the  multitude  themselves  were  provoked 
to  be  seditious,  and  attempted  to  stone  Moses  ;  and  ga- 
thered themselves  together  after  an  indecent  manner,  with 
confusion  and  disorder.  And  now  they  all  were,  in  a  tth 
multuous  manner,  raising  a  clamour  before  the  tabernnele 
of  God,  to  prosecute  the  tyrant,  and  to  relieve  the  multitude 
from  their  slavery  under  bim  who,  under  colour  of  the 
divine  commands,  laid  violent  injunctions  upon  them ;  for 
that  had  it  been  God,  who  chose  one  that  was  to  perform 
the  office  of  a  priest,  he  would  have  raised  a  worthy  person 
to  that  dignity,  and  would  not  have  produced  such  a  one« 
was  inferior  to  many  others,  nor  have  given  him  that  office; 
and  in  case  that  he  had  judged  it  fit  to  bestow  it  on  AaroD, 
he  would  have  permitted  it  to  the  multitude  to  bestow  % 
and  not  have  left  it  to  be  bestowed  by  his  own  brother* 

4*  Now  although  Moses  had  a  great  while  ago  foreseen 
this  calumny  of  Corah's,  and  had  seen  that  the  people  wei« 
irritated,  yet  was  he  not  affrighted  at  it ;  but  being  of  good 
courage,  because  he  bad  given  them  right  advice  about  their 
affairs,  and  knowing  that  his  brother  had  been  made  par- 
taker of  the  priesthood  at  the  command  of  God,  and  not  by 
his  own  favour  to  him,  he  came  to  the  assembly  ;  and,  as 
for  the  multitude,  lie  said  not  a  word  to  them,  but  spake  as 
loud  to  Corah  as  he  could ;  and  being  very  skilful  in  making 
speeches,  and  having  this  natural  talent  among  others,  thiS 
he  could  greatly  move  the  multitude  with  his  discourses^  he 
sajdj  "  O  Corah,  both  thou  and  all  these  with  thee  (pointtng 
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the  two  hundred  and  fifty  men),  seem  to  be  worthy  of 
lid  honour ;  nor  do  I  pretend  but  that  this  whole  company 
nay  be  worthy  of  the  like  dignity,  although  they  may  not  be 
rich,  or  so  great  as  you  are:  nor  have  I  taken  and  given 
hii   office   to  my  brother,  because  he  excelled  others  in 
fiches,  for  thou  exceedest  us  both  in  the  greatness  of  thy 
wealth';  nor  indeed  because  he  was  of  an  eminent  family, 
">r  God,  by  giving  us  the  same  common  ancestor,  has  made 
Dur  families  equal :  nay,  nor  was  it  out  of  brotherly  affec- 
tion* which  another  might  yet  have  justly  done;    for  cer- 
Krnly,  unless  I  had  bestowed  this  honour  out  of  regard  to 
od,  and  to  his  laws,  I  liad  not  passed  by  myself,  and  given 
to  another,  as  being  nearer  of  kin  to  myself  than  to  my 
other,  and  havhig  a  closer  intimacy  with  myself  than  I 
have  with  him ;  for  surely  it  would  not  be  a  wise  thing  for 
^—IDe,  to  expose  myself  to  the  dangers  of  offending,  and  to 
^BM^^tow  the  happy  employment  on  this  account  upon  another. 
^^But  I  am  above  such  base  practices :  nor  would  God  have 
overlooked  this  matter,  and  seen  himself  thus  despised,  nor 
^Lyrould  he  have  suffered  you  to  be  ignorant  of  what  you  were 
^PId  do,  m  order  to  please  him  ;  but  he  hath  himself  chosen 
one  that  U  to  perform  that  sacred  office  to  him,  and  thereby 
rfreed  us  from  that  care,     So  that  it  ivas  not  a  thing  that  I 
Hend  to  give,  but  only  according  to  the  determination  of 
Jod ;   I  therefore  propose  it  still  to  be  contended  for  by 
zh  as  please  to  put  in  for  it,  only  desiring,  that  he  who 
been  already  preferred,   and  has  already   obtained  it, 
be  allowed  now  also  to  offer  himself  for  a  candidate. 
le  prefers  your  peace,  and  your  living  without  sedition,  to 
lits  honourable  employ ment»  although  in  truth  it  was  with 
vour  approbation  that  he  obtained  it ;  for  though  God  were 
it      ^     I  or,  yet  do  we  not  offend  when  we  think  fit  to  accept 
\i  your  good  will;  yet  w^ould  it  have  been  an  instance 

>f  impiety  not  to  have  taken  that  honourable  employment 
nWhen  ne  offered  it;  nay,  it  had  been  exceedingly  unreason- 
able, when  God  had  thought  fit  any  one  should  have  it  for 
all  time  to  come,  and  had  made  it  secure  and  firm  to  him,  to 
hiiTe  refilled  it.     However,  he  himself  will  judge  again  who 
it  tball  be  whom  he  would  have  to  offer  sacrifices  to  him, 
tnii  to  have  the  direction  of  matters  of  religion ;  for  it  is 
ibiurd  that  Corah,  who  is  ambitious  of  this  honour,  should 
tprive  God  of  the  power  of  giving  it  to  whom  he  pleases. 
an  end  therefore  to  your  sedition  and  disturbance  on 
account ;  and  to-morrow  morning  do  every  one  of  you 
desire  the  priesthood  bring  a  censer  from  home,  and 


Edaod  bcr«  takee  uouccp  thai  aUhough  our  Bibles  say  liule  or  nolhiog  af 
'  nehti  of  Corah,  yet  that  both  the  Jews  and  MohaminedaQi,  ts  well  at 
^  It,  ftrefuU  of  It. 
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conic  hither  with  incense  and  fire :  and  do  thou,  O  Corah, 
leave  the  judgment  to  God,  and  await  to  see  on  which  side 
he  will  give  his  determination  upon  this  occasion,  but  do  not 
thou  make  thyself  greater  than  God.  Do  thou  also  come, 
that  this  contest  about  this  employment  may  receive  deter- 
mination* And  I  suppose  we  may  admit  Aaron  without  of- 
fencCi  to  offer  himself  to  this  scrutiny*  since  he  is  of  the 
same  Uneage  with  myself,  and  has  done  nothing  in  his  pri^t* 
hood  that  can  be  liable  to  exception*  Come  ye  therefore 
together,  and  offer  your  incense  in  pubHc  before  aJI  the 
people  ;  and  when  you  ofler  it,  he  whose  sacrifice  God  shall 
accept,  shall  be  ordained  to  the  priesthood,  and  shall  be 
clear  of  the  present  calumny  on  Aaron,  as  if  I  had  granted 
him  that  favour  because  he  was  my  brother.'* 


I 


( 


CHAPTER  III. 

How  those  that  stirred  up  this  sedition  were  destroyed^ 
according  to  the  will  of  God;  and  how  Aaron f  Moses's 
brother,  both  he  and  his  posterity  ^  retained  the  priesthood, 

5  1,  WuEN  Moses  had  said  this,  the  multitude  left  ofl*  the 
turbulent  behaviour  they  had  indulged,  and  the  suspicion 
they  had  of  Moses,  and  commended  what  he  had  said,  far 
those  proposals  were  good*  and  so  were  esteemed  of  the 

S?ople,  At  that  time  therefore  they  dissolved  the  assembly. 
ut  on  the  next  day  they  came  to  the  congregation  in  order 
to  be  present  at  the  sacrifice,  and  at  the  determination  that 
was  to  be  made  between  the  candidates  for  the  priesthood* 
Now  this  congregation  proved  a  turbulent  one,  and  the 
multitude  were  in  great  suspense  in  expectation  of  what  was 
to  be  done ;  for  some  of  them  would  have  been  pleased  if 
Moses  had  been  convicted  of  evil  practices,  but  the  wiser 
sort  desired  that  they  might  be  delivered  from  the  present 
disorder  and  disturbance:  for  they  were  afraid,  that  if  this 
sedition  went  on,  the  good  order  of  their  settlement  wouW 
rather  be  destroyed ;  but  the  whole  body  of  the  people  do 
naturally  delight  in  clamours  against  their  governors,  aiuli 
by  changing  their  opinions  upon  the  harangues  of  e%*ery 
speaker,  disturb  the  public  tranquillity.  And  now  Moses 
sent  messengers  for  Abirain  and  Dathan,  and  ordered  thew 
to  come  to  the  assembly,  and  wait  there  for  the  holy  oflicet 
that  were  to  be  performed ,  But  they  answered  the  messenger^ 
that  they  would  not  obey  his  summons;  nay,  would  not 
overlook  Moses's  behaviour,  who  was  growing  too  great  far 
them  by  evil  practices.  Now  when  Moses  heard  of  tbi* 
their  answer,  he  desired  the  heads  of  the  people  to  foUovr 


( 
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him,  nntl  he  went  to  the  faction  of  Dathan,  not  thinking  \t 
any  frightful  thing  at  all  to  go  to  these  insolent  people ;  so 
they  made  no  opposition,  but  went  along  with  him.  But 
Dathan,  and  his  associates,  when  they  understood  that 
Moses  and  the  principal  of  the  people  were  coming  to  them, 
they  came  out  with  their  wives  and  children,  and  stood 
before  their  tents,  and  looked  to  see  what  Moses  would  do. 
They  had  also  their  servants  about  them  to  defend  them- 
selves, in  case  ftloses  should  use  force  against  them. 

£,  But  he  came  near,  and  lifted  up  his  hands  to  heaven, 
and  cried  out  with  a  loud  voice,  in  order  to  be  heard  by  the 
whole  multitude;  and  said,  **  O  Lord  of  the  creatures  that 
are  in  the  heaven,  in  the  earth,  and  in  the  sea ;  for  thou  art 
the  most  authentic  witness  to  what  1  have  done,  that  it  has 
all  been  done  by  thy  appointment,  and  that  it  was  thou  that 
affordest  us  assistance  when  we  attempted  any  tiling,  and 
showedst  mercy  on  the  Hebrews  in  all  their  distresses ;  do 
thou  come  now,  and  hear  all  that  I  say,  for  no  action,  nor 
thought,  escapes  thy  knowledge;  so  that  thou  wilt  not 
disdain  to  speak  what  is  true,  for  my  vindication,  without 
any  regard  to  the  ungratefol  imputations  of  these  men.  As 
for  what  was  done  before  I  was  born,  thou  know^est  best,  as 
not  learning  them  by  report,  but  seeing  them,  and  being 
present  with  them  when  they  were  done;  but  for  what  has 
been  done  of  late^  and  which  these  men,  although  they  know 
them  wtU  enough,  unjustly  pretend  to  suspect,  be  thou  my 
witness*  When  I  lived  a  private  quiet  life,  I  left  those  good 
things,  wliich  by  my  own  diligence,  and  by  thy  counsel,  I 
enjoyed  with  Raguel  my  father-in-law,  and  I  gave  myself  up 
to  this  people,  and  underwent  many  miseries  on  their 
account.  I  also  bore  great  labours,  at  first  in  order  to 
obtain  liberty  for  them,  and  now  in  order  to  their  preservation; 
and  have  always  showed  myself  ready  to  assist  them  in  every 
distress  of  theirs.  Now  therefore,  since  1  am  suspected  by 
those  very  men  whose  being  is  owing  to  my  labours,  come 
thou,  as  it  is  reasonable  to  hope  thou  w  ilt :  thou,  I  say,  who 
showedst  me  that  fire  at  mount  Sinai,  and  madest  me  to 
hear  its  voice,  and  to  see  the  several  wonders  which  that 
place  aftbrded  me:  thou  wlio  commandest  me  to  go  to 
Egypt,  and  declare  thy  will  to  this  people:  thou  who  dis- 
turbedst  the  happy  estate  of  the  Egyptians,  and  gavest  us 
the  opportunity  of  fiying  away  from  our  slavery  under  them, 
and  madest  the  dominion  of  Pharaoh  inferior  to  my  dominion: 
thou  who  didst  make  the  sea  dry  land  for  us,  when  wc 
knew  notw^iither  to  go,  and  didst  overwhelm  the  Egyptians 
with  those  destructive  waves  which  had  been  divided  for 
usr  thou  who  didst  bestow^  upon  us  the  security  of  weapons 
when  wc  were  naked :  thou  who  didst  make  the  fountains 


»aK  it;  I 
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that  were  corrupted  to  flow  so  as  to  be  fit  for  drinking,  and 
didst  furnish  us  with  water  that  came  out  of  the  rocks, 
when  we  were  in  the  greatest  want  of  it:  thou  who  didsl 
preserve  our  hves  with  [quails,  which  was]  food  from  die 
sea,  when  the  fruits  of  the  ground  failed  us:  thou  who  did*t 
send  us  such  food  from  heaven,  as  had  never  been  seen 
before:  thou  who  didst  suggest  to  us  the  knowledge  of  thy 
laws,  and  appoint  us  a  form  of  government :  come  thou^  I 
say,  O  Lord  of  the  whole  world,  and  that  as  such  a  judiga  j 
and  a  witness  to  me  as  cannot  be  bribed,  and  show  bow  I 
have  never  admitted  of  any  gift  against  justice  from  any  of 
the  Hebrews,  and  have  never  condemned  a  poor  man  that 
ought  to  have  been  acquitted,  on  account  of  one  that  waft 
rich;  and  have  never  attempted  to  hurt  this  common weakh* 
1  am  now  here  present,  and  am  suspected  of  a  thing  the 
remotest  from  my  intentions,  as  if  I  had  given  the  prieatr 
hood  to  Aaron,  not  at  thy  command,  but  out  of  my  own 
favour  to  him;  do  thou  at  this  time  demonstrate,  that  all 
things  are  administered  by  thy  providence,  and  that  nothing 
happens  by  chance,  but  is  governed  by  thy  will,  and  thereby 
attains  its  end :  as  also  demonstrate  that  thou  takest  care  of 
those  that  have  done  good  to  the  Hebrews  j  demonstrate 
this,  I  say,  by  the  punishment  of  Abiram  and  Dathan,  who 
condemn  thee  as  an  insensible  being,  and  one  overcome  by 
my  contrivances.  This  M'ilt  thou  do  by  inthcting  such  an 
open  punishment  on  these  men,  who  so  madly  fly  in  the  face 
of  thy  glory,  as  will  take  them  out  of  the  world  not  in  la 
ordinary  manner,  but  so  that  it  may  appear  they  do  not  die 
after  the  manner  of  other  men :  let  that  ground  which  they 
tread  upon,  open  about  them,  and  con5«ume  them  with  their 
families  and  goods.  This  will  be  a  demonstration  of  thy 
power  to  all  men ;  and  this  method  of  their  sufferings  will 
De  instruction  of  wisdom  for  those  that  entertain  profaoe 
sentiments  of  thee.  By  this  means  I  shall  be  found  a  good 
servant,  in  the  precepts  thou  hast  given  by  me.  But  if  the 
calumnies  they  have  raised  against  me  be  true,  may  est  thou 
preserve  these  men  from  every  evil  acci<lent,  and  bring  all 
that  destruction  on  me  wliieh  1  have  imprecated  upon  thent 
And  wlien  thou  hast  inflicted  punishment  on  those  that 
have  endeavoured  to  deal  unjustly  with  this  people,  bestow 
upon  them  concord  and  peace.  Save  this  multitude  that 
follow  thy  commandments,  and  preserve  them  free  from 
hann,  and  let  them  not  partake  of  the  punishment  of  tho>« 
that  have  sinned ;  for  thou  knowest  thyself,  it  is  not  just, 
that  for  the  wickedness  of  those  men,  the  whole  body  of  the 
Israelites  should  suffer  punishment/* 

3»  When  Moses  had  said  this,  with  tears  in  his  eyes,  ibfi 
ground  was  moved  on  a  sudden ;  and  the  agitation  tliat  set 
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it  in  motion  was  like  that  which  the  wind  produces  in  waves 
of  tbe  sea.  The  people  were  all  aflrighted  ;  and  the  ground 
that  wtis  about  their  tents  sunk  down,  at  the  great  noisei  with 
t  lerrible  sound,  and  carried  whatsoever  was  dear  to  the 
ftCditiauK  into  itself,  who  so  entirely  perished,  that  there  was 
not  the  least  appearance  that  any  man  had  ever  been  seen 
Iherep  the  earth  that  had  opened  itself  about  them,  closing 
in»  and  becoming  entire  as  it  w^as  before,  insomuch  that 
as  saw  it  afterward  did  not  perceive  that  any  such 
lent  had  happened  to  it*  Thus  did  these  men  perish^ 
become  a  demonstration  of  the  power  of  Gad*  And 
ily,  any  one  would  lament  them,  not  only  on  account  of 
calamity  that  befell  them,  which  yet  deserves  our  com- 
tioM,  but  also  because  their  kindred  were  pleased  with 
sufferings;  for  they  forgot  the  relation  they  bare  to 
,  and  at  the  sight  of  this  sad  accident  approved  of  the 
ent  given  against  them;  and  because  they  looked  upon 
eople  about  Dathan  as  pestilent  meUj  they  thought  they 
bed  as  such,  and  did  not  grieve  for  them. 
4-.  And  now  Moses  called  for  those  that  contended  about 
the  priesthood,  that  trial  might  be  made  who  should  be 
"test,  and  that  he  whose  sacrifice  God  was  most  pleased 
With  might  be  ordained  to  that  function*  There  attended 
two  hundred  and  fifty  men,  who  indeed  were  honoured  by 
the  people,  not  only  on  account  of  the  power  of  their  ances- 
tors, but  also  on  account  of  their  own,  in  which  they  excelled 
^Ihe  others ;  Aaron  also  and  Corah  came  forth,  and  they  all 
fie  red  incense,  in  these  sensers  of  theirs  which  they  brought 
with  them,  before  the  tabernacle.  Hereupon  so  great  a  fire 
shone  out  as  no  one  ever  saw  in  any  that  is  made  by  the  band 
of  man,  neither  in  those  eruptions  out  of  the  Ciirth  that  are 
caused  by  subterraneous  burnings,  nor  in  such  fires  as  arise 
of  ifaeir  own  accord  in  the  woods,  when  the  agitation  is  caused 
by  the  trees  rubbing  one  against  another;  but  this  fire  was 
?ery  bright,  and  liad  a  terrible  flame,  such  as  is  kindled  at 
lite  command  of  God ;  by  whose  irruption  on  them,  all  the 
company,  and  Corah  himself,  were  destroyed  ^  and  this  so 
entirely,  that  their  very  bodies  left  no  remains  behind  them. 
Aaron  also  was  presei-^ed,  and  not  at  all  hurt  by  the  fire, 
because  it  was  God  that  sent  the  fire  to  burn  those  only  who 
ought  to  be  burned.  Hereupon  Moses,  after  these  men  were 
destroyed,  was  desirous  that  the  memory  of  this  judgment 
might  be  delivered  down  to  poster! ty^  and  that  future  ages 


^  It  ip^tarft  here,  and  from  the  SamariUn  FeDlateuch,  and,  in  ef1l*ct,  from  the 
"^Nnbt,  •»  at»o  from  the  Apostolical  CoDstitutions.  from  Clement'*  first  epi^tJe  to 
(  Coriolh'iaiit,  from  Ignaiiug*»  epislle  lo  ihe  Magnesianj*,  and  frotu  Euaebius.that 
mK  waa  ttot  sirallowed  up  with  the  Kcubcmtcs,  hut  burnt  with  the  L^vitc^  of 
\  Mta  iribe.    See  Estay  od  the  Old  lettuncat,  p.  Gi^  65. 
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might  be  acquainted  with  it ;  and  so  he  commanded  Eleasar^ 
the  son  of  Aaron,  to  put  their  censers  near  the  brazen  altar, 
that  they  might  be  a  memorial  to  posterity  of  what  these  men 
suffered,  for  supposing  that  the  power  of  God  might  be 
eluded.  And  thus  Aaron  was  now  no  longer  esteemed  to 
have  the  priesthood  by  the  favour  of  Moses,  but  by  the 
public  judgment  of  God ;  and  thus  he  and  his  children 
peaceably  enjoyed  the  honour  afterward* 


CHAPTER  IV. 


Iren  J 


What  happened  to  the  Hebrews  during  thirty-eight  years  m 
the  tcildet^ess, 

§  L  How^EVER,  this  sedition  was  so  far  from  ceasing  upoo 
this  destruction,  that  it  grew  much  stronger,  and  became 
more  intolerable,  And  the  occasiun  of  its  growing  worse 
was  of  that  nature,  as  made  it  likely  the  calamity  would  never 
cease,  but  last  for  a  long  time :  for  the  men,  believing  already 
that  nothing  is  done  without  the  providence  of  God,  wuuld 
have  it,  that  these  things  came  thus  to  pass,  not  without 
God's  favour  to  Moses;  they  therefore  laid  the  blame  upon 
him,  that  God  was  so  angry,  and  that  this  happened,  not  so 
rnucli  because  of  the  wickedness  of  those  that  were  punished, 
as  because  Moses  procured  the  punishment;  and  that  these 
men  had  been  destroyed  without  any  sin  of  theirs,  only  be- 
cause they  were  zealous  about  the  divine  worship ;  as  also 
that  he  who  had  been  the  cause  of  this  diminution  of  the 
people,  by  destroying  so  many  men,  and  those  the  most  ex- 
cellent of  them  all,  besides  his  escaping  any  punishment  him- 
self, had  nuw  given  the  priesthood  to  his  brotlier  so  firmly, 
that  nobody  could  any  longer  dispute  it  with  him ;  for  no 
one  else,  to  be  sure,  couhl  now  put  in  for  it,  since  he  must 
have  seen  those  that  first  did  so  to  have  miserably  perisheA 
Nay,  besides  this,  the  kindred  of  those  that  were  destroyed 
made  great  entreaties  to  the  multitude  to  abate  the  arroganol 
of  Moses,  because  it  would  he  safest  for  them  so  to  do. 

2,  Now  Moses,  upon  his  hearing  for  a  good  while  that  the 
people  were  tumukoous,  was  afraid  that  they  would  attempt 
gome  other  innovation,  and  that  some  great  and  sad  calamity 
would  be  the  consequence.  He  called  the  multitude  to  i 
congregation,  and  patiently  heard  what  apology  they  made 
for  themselves,  without  opposing  them,  and  this  lest  he  should 
embitter  the  multitude:  he  only  desired  the  heads  of  the  tribe« 
to  bring  their  r6ds%  with  the  names  of  their  tribes  inscxibed 

°  ConcemiDg  these  twelve  rods  of  ihe  twelve  tribes  of  Urael,  see  St.  Clenif  nt'i 
■ccount,  much  tirger  Utan  out  tiib]e^s,  t  Epist.  §  45.  as  is  Joiephut's  prcsoot  ac* 
couiit  ID  wme  measure  larger  abo. 
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upon  them,  and  that  he  should  receive  the  priesthood  in 
\tbose  rod  God  shoukl  give  a  sign.  This  was  agreed  to. 
So  the  rest  brought  their  rods^  as  did  Aaron  also,  who  had 
written  the  tribe  of  Levi  on  his  rod.  These  rods  Moses  laid 
up  in  tbc  tabernacle  of  God*  On  the  next  day  he  brought 
out  the  rods,  which  were  known  from  one  another  by  those 
who  brought  them,  they  having  distinctly  noted  them,  as  had 
the  multitude  also;  and  as  to  the  rest,  in  the  same  form 
Moses  had  received  them,  in  that  they  saw  them  still,  but 
they  also  saw  buds  and  branches  grown  out  of  Aaron's  rod, 
with  ripe  fruits  upon  them:  they  were  almonds,  the  rod 
having  been  cut  out  of  that  tree.  The  people  were  so  amazed 
at  this  strange  sight,  that  though  iloses  and  Aaron  were 
before  under  some  degree  of  hatred,  they  now  laid  that  hatred 
aside,  and  began  to  admire  the  judgment  of  God  concerning 
them;  so  that  hereafter  they  applauded  what  God  had  de- 
creed, and  permitted  Aaron  to  enjoy  the  priesthood  peace- 
ably. And  thus  God  ordained  him  priest  tliree  several  times; 
and  he  retained  that  honour  without  further  disturbance. 
And  hereby  this  sedition  of  the  Hebrews,  which  had  been 
a  great  one,  and  had  lasted  a  great  while,  was  at  last  com- 
posed. 

3.  And  now  Moses,  because  the  tribe  of  Levi  wag  made 
free  from  war,  and  warlike  expeditions,  and  was  set  apart 
for  the  divine  worship,  lest  they  should  want  and  seek  after 
the  necessaries  of  Hfe,  and  so  neglect  the  temple,  commanded 
the  Hebrews,  according  to  the  will  of  God,  that  when  they 
should  gain  the  possession  of  the  land  of  Canaan,  they  should 
assign  forty-eight  good  and  ftiir  cities  to  the  Leviten;  and 
permit  them  to  enjoy  their  suburbs,  as  far  as  the  limit  of  two 
thousand  cubits  would  extend  from  the  walls  of  the  city. 
And  besides  this,  he  appointed  that  the  people  should  pay 
the  tithe  of  their  annual  fruits  of  the  earth,  both  to  the 
Levites,  and  to  the  priestii.  And  this  is  what  tliat  tribe  re- 
ceives of  the  multitude;  but  I  think  it  necessary  to  set  down 
what  is  paid  by  all,  peculiurly  to  the  priests. 

4.  Accordingly  he  commanded  the  Levites  to  yield  up  to 
the  priests  thirteen  of  their  forty-eight  cities,  and  to  set  apart 
for  them  the  teJith  part  of  the  tithes  which  thev  every  year 
receive  uf  the  people;  as  also,  that  it  was  but  just  to  offer 
to  God  the  first- Iruits  of  the  entire  product  of  the  ground; 
and  that  they  should  offer  the  first-born  of  those  four- 
footed  beasts  that  are  appointed  for  sacrifices,  if  it  be  a  male, 
to  the  priests,  to  be  slain,  that  they  and  their  entire  families 
may  eat  them  in  the  holy  city:  but  that  the  owners  of  those 
first-born  which  arc  not  appointed  for  sacrifices  in  the  laws 
of  our  country,  should  bring  a  shekel  and  a  half  in  their 
stead;  but  for  the  first-born  of  a  man,  five  shekels:  that 
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they  should  also  have  the  first-fruits  of  the  sbeariDg  of  the 
sheep  ;  and  that  when  any  baked  bread-corn,  and  made 
loaves  of  it,  they  should  give  somewhat  of  what  they  had 
baked  to  them.  Moreover,  when  any  have  made  a  sacred 
vow,  I  mean  those  tliat  are  called  Nnzarites,  that  suffer 
their  hair  to  grow  long,  and  use  no  wine,  when  they  conse- 
crate their  liair**,  and  offer  it  for  a  sacrifice,  they  are  to 
allot  that  liair  for  the  priests,  [to  be  thrown  into  the  fire.] 
Such  also  as  dedicate  themselves  to  God,  as  a  corban,  which 
denotes  what  the  Greeks  call  a  gifij  when  they  are  desirous 
of  being  freed  from  tliat  ministration^  are  to  lay  down  money 
for  the  priests  ;  thirty  shekels,  if  it  be  a  woman,  and  fifty  if 
it  be  a  man;  but  if  any  be  too  poor  to  pay  the  appointed 
sum,  it  shall  be  lawful  for  the  priests  to  determine  that  sum 
as  they  think  fit*     And  if  any  slay  beasts  at  home  for  a 

[)rivate  festival,  but  not  for  a  religious  one,  they  are  ob- 
iged  to  bring  the  maw,  and  cheek  [or  breast],  and  the 
right  shoulder  of  the  sacrifice,  to  the  priest.  With  these 
Moses  contrived  that  the  priests  should  be  plentifully  main- 
tained, besides  what  they  had  out  of  those  offerings  for  sin, 
which  the  people  gave  them,  as  I  have  set  it  down  in  the 
foregoing  book.  He  also  ordered,  that  out  of  every  thing 
allotted  for  the  priests,  their  servants,  [their  sons,]  their 
daughters,  and  their  wives,  should  partake,  as  well  as  thein- 
selves,  excepting  what  came  to  them  out  of  the  sacrifices 
that  were  offered  for  sins  ;  for  of  those  none  but  the  mates 
of  the  family  of  the  priests  might  eat,  and  this  in  the  temple 
also,  and  that  tire  same  day  they  were  offered, 

5.  When  Moses  had  made  these  constitutions,  after  the 
sedition  was  over,  he  removed,  together  with  the  whok 
army,  and  came  to  the  borders  of  Idumea.  He  then  sent 
ambassadors  to  the  king  of  the  Idunieans,  and  desired  him 
to  give  him  a  passage  tli rough  his  country  ;  and  agreed  to 
send  him  what  hostages  he  should  desire,  to  secure  him 
from  an  injury.  He  desired  him  also,  that  he  would  allow 
his  army  liberty  to  buy  provisions  ;  and,  if  he  insisted  up<ni 
it,  he  would  pay  down  a  price  for  the  very  water  they  should 
drink*  But  the  king  was  not  pleased  with  this  ambassage 
from  Moses :  nor  did  he  allow  a  passage  for  the  army,  but 
brought  his  people  armed  to  meet  Moses,  and  to  hinder 
them,  in  case  they  should  endeavour  to  force  their  passage. 
ll^pon  which  Moses  consulted  God  by  the  oracle,  who  would 
not  have  him  begin  the  war  first;  and  so  he  withdrew  his 
forces,  and  travelled  round  about  through  the  wilderness. 

6.  Then  it  was  that  Miriam,  the  sister  of  Moses,  came  to 

*  G  roil  us  on  Numb,  vi,  18.  takes  nolicc,  that  *lic  Greeks  also,  us  well  as  ihe 
Jews,  soDieuinca  consecrattd  the  hair  of  ilieir  heads  to  the  goJs, 
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her  end,  having  completed  her  fortieth  year*  since  she  left 
Egypt,  on  the  first  day*  of  the  lunar  month  Xanthicus. 
They  then  made  a  pubhc  funeral  for  her,  at  a  great  expense. 
She  was  buried  upon  a  certain  mountain,  which  they  call 
Sill  J  and  when  they  had  mourned  for  her  thirty  days, 
Moses  purified  the  people  after  this  manner:  He  brought  a 
heifer,  that  had  never  been  used  to  the  plough,  or  to  hus- 
bandry, that  was  complete  in  all  its  parts,  and  entirely  of  a 
red  colour,  at  a  httle  dijstance  from  the  camp,  into  a  place 
perfectly  clean.  This  heifer  was  slain  by  the  high-priest, 
and  her  blood  sprinkled  with  his  finger  seven  times  before 
the  tabernacle  of  God;  after  this,  the  entire  heifer  was 
burnt  in  that  state  together  with  its  skin  and  entrails,  and 
they  threw  cedar- wood,  and  hyssop,  and  scarlet  wool,  into 
tlie  midst  of  the  fire  ;  then  a  clean  man  gathered  all  her  ashes 
tc^ether,  and  laid  them  in  a  place  perfectly  clean.  When 
therefore  any  persons  were  defiled  by  a  dead  body,  they  put 
a  httle  of  these  ashes  into  spring- water,  with  liyssop,  and 
dipping  part  of  these  ashes  in  it,  they  sprinkled  them  with 
it,  both  on  the  third  day,  and  on  the  seventh,  and  after 
that  they  were  clean.  This  be  enjoined  them  to  do  also 
when  the  tribes  should  come  into  their  own  land. 

7.  Now  when  this  purification,  which  their  leader  made 
upon  the  mourning  for  his  sister,  as  it  has  been  now  de- 
scribed, was  over,  he  caused  the  army  to  remove  and  to 
march  through  the  wilderness  and  through  Arabia,  And 
when  he  came  to  a  place  which  the  Arabians  esteem  their 
metropolis,  which  was  formerly  called  Arce,  but  has  now 
the  name  of  Petra,  at  this  place,  which  was  encompassed 
with  high  mountains,  Aaron  went  up  one  of  them  in  the 
sight  of  the  whole  army,  Moses  having  before  told  liim  tliat 
he  was  to  die,  for  this  place  was  over-aguinst  them.  He 
put  ofi*  his  pontifical  garments,  and  delivered  them  to  Elea- 
zar  his  son,  to  whom  the  high-priesthood  belonged,  because 
he  was  the  elder  brother;  and  died  while  the  multitude 
looked  upon  him.  He  died  in  the  same  year  wherein  he 
lost  bis  sister,  having  lived  in  all  a  hundred  and  twenty  and 
three  years.  He  died  on  the  first  day  of  that  lunar  month 
which  is  called  by  the  Athenians  Hecatombiijou,  by  the 
Macedonians  Lous,  but  by  the  Hebrews  Abba, 


«  Josephus  here  uses  tUts  phrase,  **  when  the  fortkth  yetr  wis  compleled/'  fcir 
when  it  was  begun ;  atddet  St.  Luke,  "when  the  day  of  Ptotccost  wa»  com- 
pleted." Acts  ii-  1. 

'  Whether  Miriam  died,  an  Joiephuii's  Greek  copies  imply,  on  the  first  d<iy  of 
the  month,  mny  be  doubled,  because  the  Latin  copies  ftay,  ii  was  on  the  tenth,  and 
so  say  the  Jewish  calendar&  also,  as  Dr.  Bernard  assures  us.  It  is  said  her 
sepulchre  i»  still  extant  near  Petra,  i he  old  capital  city  of  AraVnii  Petncn,  at  tliif 
day  ;  as  also  that  of  Aargn,  not  far  off. 
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How  Moses  conquered  Sihon  ami  Og,  kings  of  the  Amorites^. 
find  destroj/ed  their  whole  army,  and  then  divided  (heifi 
land  by  lot  to  two  tribes  and  a  half  of  the  Hebrews. 

§  U  The  people  mourned  for  Aaron  thirty  days;  and  whea 
this  mourning  was  over,  Moses  removed  llie  army  from  that 
place,  and  came  to  the  river  Arnon»  which  issuing  out  of  the 
mountains  iif  Araliia,  and  running  through  all  that  wilder* 
ness,  fell  into  the  lake  Asphaltitis,  and  became  the  limit 
between  the  land  of  the   Moabites,  and  the  land  of  the 
Amorites.    This  land  is  fruitful,  and  sufficient  to  maintain  a 
great  number  of  men,  with  the  good    things  it  produces. 
Moses  therefore  sent  messengers  to  Sihon  the  king  of  tliii 
country,  desiring  that  he  would  grant  his  army  a  |k 
upon  what  security  he  should  please  to  require;  I 
mised  that  he  should  be  no  way  injured,  neither  as  to  thai 
country  which  Si  lion  governed,  nor  as  to  its  inhabitants; 
and  that  he  would  buy  his  provisions  at  such  a  price  as 
should  be  to  their  advantage,  even  though  he  shotdd  desire 
to  sell  them  their  very  water*     But  Sihon  refused  his  oflir, 
and  put  hh  army  into  battle  array,  and  was  preparing  everv 
thing  in  order  to  liinder  their  passage  over  Arnon. 

^,  When  Moses  saw  that  the  Amorite  king  was  disposed 
to  enter  upon  hostihties  with  them,  he  thought  he  ought 
not  to  bear  that  insuh ;  and  determining  to  wean  the  He- 
brews from  their  indolent  temper,  and  prevent  the  disorder! 
which  arose  thence,  which  had  been  tlie  occasion  of  their 
former  sedition  (nor  indeed  were  they  now  thoroughly  easy 
in  their  minds),  he  inquired  of  God,  whether  he  would gifc 
him  leave  to  fight  ?  which  when  he  had  done,  and  God  aldo 
promised  him  the  victory,  he  was  liimself  very  courageoiu^ 
and  ready  to  proceed  to  fighting.  Accordingly  he  en* 
couraged  the  soldiers;  and  he  desired  of  them  that  they 
would  take  the  pleasure  of  fighting,  now  God  gave  thcro 
leave  so  to  do.  They  then  upon  the  receipt  of  this  permis* 
sion,  which  they  so  much  longed  for,  put  on  their  whole 
armour,  and  set  about  the  work  without  delay.  But  the 
Amorite  king  was  not  now  like  to  himself  when  the  Hebrews 
were  ready  to  attack  him  ;  but  both  he  himself  was  atirighted 
at  the  Hebrews,  and  his  army,  which  before  had  showed 
themselves  to  be  of  good  courage,  were  then  found  to  be 
timorous:  so  they  could  not  sustain  the  first  onset,  nor 
bear  up  against  the  Hebrews,  but  fled  away,  as  thinking 
this  would  afford  them  a  more  likely  way  for  their  escape 
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than  fighting:  for  they  depended  upon  their  cities,  which 
were  strong,  from  which  yet  they  reaped  no  advantage 
when  they  were  forced  to  fly  to  them  j  for  as  soon  fis*  the 
Hebrews  saw  them  giving  ground,  they  immediately  pur- 
sued them  close;  and  when  they  had  broken  their  ranks, 
they  greatly  terrified  them,  and  some  of  them  broke  oft' 
from  the  rest,  and  ran  away  to  the  cities.  Now  the  Hebrews 
pursued  them  briskly,  and  obstinately  persevered  in  the 
labours  they  had  already  undergone  ;  and  being  very  i^kilful 
in  slinging,  and  very  dexterous  of  throwing  of  darts,  or  any 
thing  else  of  that  kind ;  and  also  having  nothing  but  light 
armour,  which  made  them  quick  in  the  pursuit ;  they  over- 
took their  enemies ;  and  for  those  that  were  most  remote, 
and  coukl  not  be  overtaken,  they  reached  them  by  their 
slings  and  their  bows,  so  that  many  were  slain ;  and  those 
that  escaped  the  slaughter  were  sorely  wounded,  and  these 
were  more  distressed  with  thirst  than  with  any  of  tliose  that 
fought  against  them,  for  it  was  the  summer  season:  and 
when  the  greatest  number  of  them  were  brouglit  down  to 
the  river  out  of  a  desire  to  drink,  as  also  when  others  fled 
away  by  troops,  the  Hebrews  came  round  them,  and  shot  at 
them,  so  that  what  with  darts,  and  what  with  arrows,  they 
made  a  slaughter  of  them  all.  Sihon  also  their  king  was 
slain.  So  the  Hebrews  spoiled  the  dead  bodies,  and  took 
their  prey.  The  land  also  which  they  took  was  full  of 
abundance  of  fruits,  and  the  army  went  all  over  it  without 
fear,  and  fed  their  cattle  upon  it  \  and  they  took  the  enemies 
pfboners,  for  they  could  no  way  put  a  stop  to  them,  since 
all  the  fighting  men  were  destroyed.  Such  was  the  destruc- 
tion wliich  overtook  the  Amorites;  who  were  neither  saga- 
cious in  counsel,  nor  courageous  in  action.  Hereupon  the 
Hebrews  took  possession  of  their  land,  which  is  a  country 
situate  between  three  rivers,  and  naturally  resembling  an 
island:  the  river  Arnon  being  its  southern  limit;  the  river 
Jabbok  determining  its  northern  side,  which  running  into 
Jordan  loses  its  own  name,  and  takes  the  other ;  while 
Jordan  itself  runs  along  by  it,  on  its  western  coast, 

3-  When  matters  were  come  to  this  state,  Og,  the  king 
of  Gilead  and  Gaulanitis,  fell  upon  the  Israelites,  lie 
brought  an  army  Mith  him,  and  came  in  baste  to  the 
assist;mcc  of  his  friend  Sihon.  But  though  he  found  hini 
already  slain,  yet  did  he  resolve  still  to  come  and  fight  the 
Hebrews,  supposing  he  should  be  too  hard  for  them,  and 
being  desirous  to  try  their  valour;  but  failing  of  his  hope, 
he  was  both  himself  slain  in  the  battle,  and  all  his  army  was 
destroyed.  So  Moses  passed  over  the  river  Jabbok,  and 
over  ran  the  kingdom  of  Og.  He  overthrew  their  cities, 
and  slew  all  their  inhabitants,  who  yet  exceeded  in  riches 
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dl  I  lie  men  in  that  part  of  the  continent  on  account  of  tliej 
goodness  of  the  soil,  and  the  great  quantity  of  their  weahh. 
Now  Og  had  very  few  equals,  either  in  the  largeness  of  hia* 
body  or  handsomeness  of  his  appearance.     He  was  also  a 
man  of  gi'eat  activity  in  the  use  of  his  hands,  so  that  hii 
actions  were  not  unequal  to  the  vast  largeness  and  hand 
some  appearance  of  his  body.     And  men  could  easily  guess 
at  his  strength  and  magnitude  when  they  took  his  bed  at 
Rahbath,  the  royal  city  of  the  Ammonites ;  its  structure 
was  of  iron,  its  breadth  four  cubits,  and  its  length  a  cubit 
more  than  double  thereto.     However,  this  fall  did  not  only 
improve  the  circumstances  of  the  Hebrews  for  the  present^ 
hut  by  his  death  he  was  the  occasion  of  further  good  success 
to  them ;  for  they  presently  took  those  sixty  cities  which 
were  encompassed  with  excellent  walls,  and  had  been  subject 
to  him ;  and  all  got  both  in  general  and  in  particular  a  great 
prey. 


CHAPTER  VL 

Concerning  Baham  the  prophet^  and  what  kind  of 

he  was, 

§  1.  Now  Moses,  when  he  had  hrought  his  army  to  Jordan, 
pitched  his  camp  in  the  great  plain  over-against  Jericho, 
rhis  city  is  a  very  happy  situation,  and  very  fit  for  producing 
jialm-trees  and  balsam.  And  now  the  Israelites  began  to 
be  very  proud  of  themselves,  and  were  very  eager  fe 
fighting.  Moses  then,  after  he  had  offered  for  a  few  diiv^ 
sacri6ces  of  thanksgiving  to  God^  and  fe*asted  the  people, 
sent  a  party  of  armed  men  to  lay  waste  the  country  of  die 
Midianites,  and  to  take  their  cities.  Now  the  occasion 
which  he  took  for  making  war  upon  them  was  this  that 
follows : 

2,  When  Balak  the  king  of  the  Moabitcs,  who  had  from 
his  ancestors  a  friendship  and  league  with  the  Midianitesi^ 
saw  Ijow  great  the  Israelites  were  grown,  he  was  much 
affriglited  on  account  of  his  own  and  his  kingdom*s  dan^f ; 
for  he  was  not  acquainted  with  this,  that  the  Hebrew* 
would  not  meddle  with  any  other  country,  but  were  to  be 
contented  with  the  possession  of  the  land  of  Canaan»  God 
having  forbidtlen  them  to  go  any  further'*.     So  be,  wilU 

f  What  Josophu*  hero  remarks  is  well  worth  our  remark  in  this  p^nn?  a!st»,  Ttf. 
that  the  Isnteliies  were  never  lo  metldle  i*ith  the  MoabitcA  or  An 
oiher  peoplct  but  those  belotiniug  lo  the  land  of  Canaan,  and  Ihc  co 
and  Og  beyond  Jordan,  as  iar  as  the  desert  and  Euphrates,  and  Ih^u  uifjriion 
othf  r  people  bad  reason  to  fear  the  conquests  of  tlte  Israelites ;  biit  that  f 
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more  haste  than  wisdom,  resolved  to  make  an  attempt  upon 
them  by  words:  but  he  did  not  judge  it  prudent  to  fight 
against  them,  after  they  bad  such  prosperous  successes, 
^and  even  became  out  of  ill  successes  more  happy  than 
'^re ;  but  he  thought  to  hinder  them,  if  he  could,  from 
gfbwing  greater,  and  so  he  resolved  to  send  ambassadors  to 
the  M idianites  about  them*  Now  these  Midianites  knowing 
there  was  one  Balaam ,  who  Uved  by  Euphrates,  and  was 
the  greatest  of  the  prophets  at  that  time,  and  one  that  was 
in  friendship  with  them,  sent  some  of  their  honourable 
princes  along  with  the  ambassadors  of  Balak,  to  entreat 
the  prophet  to  come  to  them,  that  he  might  imprecate 
curses  to  the  destruction  of  the  Israelites.  So  Balaam 
received  the  ambassadors,  and  treated  them  very  kindly, 
and  when  he  had  supped,  he  inquired  what  was  God's  will, 
and  what  this  matter  was  for  which  the  Midianites  entreated 
him  to  come  to  them  ?  But  when  God  opposed  his  going, 
he  came  to  the  ambassadors,  and  told  them,  that  he  was 
himself  very  willing  and  desirous  to  comply  with  their 
request,  but  informed  them,  that  God  was  opposite  to  his 
intentions,  even  that  God  who  had  raised  him  to  great 
reputation  on  account  of  the  truth  of  his  predictions;  for 
that  this  army,  which  they  entreated  him  to  come  to  curse, 
was  in  the  favour  of  God ;  on  which  account  he  advised 
them  to  go  home  again  and  not  to  persist 'in  their  enmity 
against  the  Israelites;  and  when  he  had  given  them  that 
answer  he  dismissed  the  ambassadors. 

3.  Now  the  Midianites,  at  the  earnest  request  and  fervent 
entreaties  of  Balak,  sent  other  ambassadors  to  Balaam,  wlio, 
desiring  to  gratify  the  men,  in(juired  again  of  God ;  but  be 
was  displeased  at  tliis  [second]  trial'',  and  bid  him  hy  no 
means  to  contradict  the  ambassadors.     Now  Balaam  did 


comtries  given  them  by  God  wero  ibeir  proper  and  pcculbr  portioa  among  the 
aattons,  and  that  all  who  endeavoured  to  dispossesi  them  might  ever  be  justly 
dftslroved  by  therti. 

*•  Note,  that  Jo'Wphtis  never  supposes  Balaam  to  be  nil  idolater,  nor  to  seek 
idolfttrous  eocbaotmenU^  or  to  prophecy  faUely,  but  to  be  no  other  than  an  ilt- 
dUposeU  prophet  of  the  true  God  ;  and  intiroales  that  God's  answer  the  second  tiroo, 
permitting  him  to  go,  was  ironical,  and  on  design  thai  he  should be  deceived  (which 
sort  of  deception,  by  way  of  punishment  for  former  crimes,  Jo^ephus  never  scruples 
to  admit,  at  ever  esteeming  such  wicked  men  justly  and  pmviuentially  deceived )« 
But  perhaps  we  had  better  keep  here  close  to  the  text,  which  sayi;.  Numb,  xxiii.  20, 
21.  ttial  God  only  permitted  liulaamto  go  along  wiib  the  amba&sadors,  m  ca»e  they 
camo  and  called  nim,  or  positively  insisted  on  bit  going  along  with  them  on  any 
tertnt ;  whereas  Balaam  neems  out  of  iinpotienee  to  have  risen  up  in  the  morning, 
and  saddled  his  aft%  and  rather  to  have  called  them,  than  staid  for  their  calling  him  ; 
10  7p''  ■■  -^  "  ■  he  seera  to  bavelieen  for  his  reward  of  divination,  his  wagts  of  un- 
n^\r  \um.xxii.  7J7,  18.37;  2  Pet.  ii.  15;  J mle.  5.  U/)  which  reward 

or 

Jo&ep 
Daniel, 
2«,  27  ;  and  Acts,  viii,  18—24.' 


»i  \um.  xxti.  t^\i,  \n,  lit  \  z  t'ei*  ii.  iti ;  Jtute.  o.  \i,)  wnicn  rewnru 

v^  I  Illy  religious  prophets  of  Uod  never  required,  iiof  accepted,  as  our 

>&ephua>  justly  takes  notice  la  the  cases  of  Samuel,  Aniiq.  B.  V.  chap.  tv.  ^  Land 

aniel,  Aniiq.  B.  X.  chap.  li.  §3.   See  also  Gen.  xiv.  2.2,23;  2  Kiogi,  v.  15,  16, 
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not  imagine  that  God  gave  this  injunction  in  order  to  deceive 
him,  so  he  went  along  with  the  ambassadors :  but  when  the 
divine  angel  met  him  in  the  way,  when  he  was  in  a  narrow 
passao^e,  and  hedged  in  with  a  wall  on  both  sides,  the  ass 
on  which  Balaam  rode,  understood  that  it  was  a  divine 
spirit  that  met  him,  and  thrust  Balaam  to  one  of  the  walls, 
without  regard  to  the  stripes  which  Balaam,  when  he  was 
hurt  hy  the  wall,  gave  her;  but  when  the  ass,  upon  the 
angeFs  continuance  to  distress  her,  and  upon  the  stripes 
which  were  given  her,  fell  down,  by  the  will  of  God,  she 
made  use  of  the  voice  of  a  man,  and  complained  of  Balaam, 
as  acting  unjustly  to  her;  that  whereas  he  had  no  fault  to 
find  with  her  in  her  former  service  to  him,  he  now  inflicted 
stripes  upon  her,  as  not  understanding  that  she  was  hindered 
from  serving  him  in  what  he  was  now  going  about,  by  the 
providence  of  God*  And  when  he  was  disturbed  by  reason 
of  the  voice  of  the  ass,  which  was  that  of  a  man,  the  angel 
plainly  appeared  to  him,  and  blamed  hini  for  the  stripes  De 
had  given  his  ass;  and  informed  him,  that  the  brute  creature 
was  not  in  fault,  but  that  lie  was  himself  come  to  obstruct  bis 
journey,  as  being  contrary  to  the  will  of  God.  Upon  whicb 
Balaam  was  afraid,  and  was  preparing  to  return  back  again* 
yet  did  God  excite  him  to  go  on  his  intended  way;  but 
added  this  injunction,  that  he  should  declare  nothing  but 
w^hat  he  himself  should  suggest  to  his  mind. 

4%  When  God  had  given  him  tins  charge,  he  came  to 
Balak;  and  when  the  king  had  entertained  him  in  a  magni- 
ficent manner,  he  desired  him  to  go  to  one  of  the  mountains 
to  take  a  view  of  the  state  of  the  camp  of  the  Hebrews, 
Balak  iiioiself  also  came  to  the  mountain,  and  brought  the 
prophet  along  with  him,  with  a  royal  attendance.  This 
mountain  lay  over  their  heads,  and  was  distant  sixty  furlongs 
from  tlie  camp.  Now  when  he  saw  them,  he  desired  the 
kin^  to  build  him  seven  altars,  and  to  bring  him  as  many 
bulls  and  rams ;  to  which  desire  the  king  did  presently 
conform.  He  then  slew  the  sacrifices,  and  offered  them  aa 
burnt-ofFcrings,  that  he  might  observe  some  signal  of  the 
flight  of  the  Hebrews.  Then  said  he,  ** Happy  is  this 
people  on  whom  God  bestows  the  possession  of  innumerablf 
good  things,  and  grants  them  his  own  providence  to  be 
their  assistant  and  their  guide;  so  that  there  is  not  any 
nation  among  mankind  but  you  will  be  esteemed  superior  to 
them  in  virtue,  and  in  the  earnest  prosecution  of  the  best 
rules  of  life,  and  of  such  as  are  pure  from  wickedness,  and 
will  leave  those  rules  to  your  excellent  children,  and  this 
out  of  the  regard  that  God  bears  to  you,  and  the  provision 
of  such  things  for  you  as  may  render  you  happier  than  any 
other  people  under  the  sun.     You  shall  retain  that  land  to 
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which  he  hath  sent  you,  and  it  shall  ever  be  under  the  com- 
tnand  of  your  children;  and  both  all  the  earth,  as  well  as 
the  seas,  shall  be  filled  with  your  glory:  and  you  shall  be 
"mfficiently  mnnerous  to  supply  the  world  in  general,  and 
tvery  region  of  it  in  particular,  with  inhabitants  out  of  your 
^tock<     However,  O  blessed  army  !  wonder  that  you  are 
Bcome  so  many  from  one  fatfier:   and  truly,  the  land  of 
[Canaan  can  now  hold  you,  as  being  yet  comparatively  few ; 
but  know  ye  that  the  whole  world  is  proposed  to  be  your 
place  of  habitation  for  ever.     The  multitude  of  your  posterity 
lUo  shall  live  as  well  in  the  islands,  as  on  the  continent, 
ind   that  more  in  number  than  are  the  stars  of  heaven. 
Lnd  when  you  are  become  so  many,  God  will  not  relinquish 
be  care  of  you,  but  will  aft'ord  you  an  abundance  of  all 
yd  things  in  time  of  peace,  with  victory  and  dominion  in 
ime  of  war.     May  the  children  of  your  enemies  have  an 
dination  to  fight  against  you  ;  and  may  they  he  so  hardy 
to  come  to  arms,  and  to  assault  you  in  battle,  for  they 
"]  not  return  with  victory,  nor  will  their  return  be  agreeable 
their  children  and  wives.     To  so  great  a  degree  of  valour 
rill  you  be  raised  by  the  providence  of  God,  who  is  able  to 
diminish  the  affluence  of  some  and  to  supply  the  wants  of 

^V   5,  Thus  did  Balaam  speak  by  inspiration,  as  not  being  in 

^BiiB  own  power,  but  moved  to  say  what  he  did  by  the  divine 

^Bpirtt.     But  then   Balak  was  displeased,  and  said  he  had 

^■^roken  the  contract  he  had  made,  whereby  be  was  to  come, 

^^s  he  and  his  confederates  had  invited  him,  by  the  promise 

of  great   presents :    for  whereas    he   came  to   curse    their 

enemies,  he  had  made  an  encomium  upon  them,  and  had 

declared  that  they  were  the  happiest  of  men.     To  which 

Balaam  replied,  **0  Balak,  if  thou  rightly  coosidcrest  this 

whole  matter,  canst  thou  suppose  that  it  is  in  our  power  to 

be  rilent,  or  to  say  any  thing,  when  the  spirit  of  God  seizes 

pon  us?   For  he   puts  such  words  as  he  pleases  in  onr 

noutbs^  and  such  discourseis  as  we  are  not  ourselves  con- 

iaus  of,     I  well  remember  by  what  entreaties  both  you 

id  the  Midianites  so  joyfully  brought  me  hither,  and  on 

bat  account  I  took  this  journey.     It  was  my  prayer,  that  I 

Right  not  put  any  affront  upon  you,  as  to  what  you  desired 

kftne:  but  God  is  more  powerful  than  the  purposes  I  had 

to  serve  you  ;  for  those  that  take  upon  them  to  foretell 

*  affairs  of  mankind,  as  from   their  own  abilities,  are 

rfy  unable  to  do  it,  or  to  forbear  to  utter  what  God 

&8ts  to  them,  or  to  offer  violence  to  his  w^ill;  for  when 

Se'prcvents  us  and  enters  into  us,  nothing  that  we  say  is  our 
kwn.  I  then  did  not  intend  to  praise  this  army,  nor  to  go 
Dtcr  the  several  good  things  which  God  intended  to  do  to 
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their  race ;  but  since  he  was  so  favouraWe  to  them,  and  so 
ready  to  bestow  upon  tliem  a  happy  hfe,  and  eternal  glory, 
he  suggested  the  declaration  of  those  things  to  nie.  But 
now,  because  it  is  my  desire  to  oblige  thee  thyself,  as  well 
as  the  Mklianites,  whose  entreaties  it  is  not  decent  for  mc 
to  reject,  go  to,  let  us  again  rear  olher  altars,  and  offer  the 
like  sacrifices  that  we  did  before ;  that  1  may  see  whether  I 
can  persuade  God  to  permit  me  to  bind  these  men  with 
curses  J'  Which  when  Balak  had  agreed  to,  God  would 
not  even  upon  second  sacrifices  consent  to  his  cursing  the 
Israelites  *.  Then  fell  Balaam  upon  his  face,  and  foretold 
what  calamities  would  befall  the  several  kings  of  the  nations, 
and  the  most  eminent  cities*  some  of  which  of  old  were  not 
fiO  much  as  inhabited;  which  events  have  come  to  pass 
Among  the  several  people  concerned,  both  in  the  foregoing 
ages,  and  in  this,  till  my  own  memory,  both  by  sea  and  hy 
land.  From  which  completion  of  all  these  predictions  that 
lie  made,  one  may  easily  guess  that  the  rest  will  have  their 
completion  in  time  to  come. 

6.  But  Balak  being  very  angry  that  the  Israelites  wen 
not  cursed,  sent  away  Balaam  without  thinking  him  worthy 
4)f  any  honour.  Whereupon,  when  he  was  just  upon  hif 
journey,  in  order  to  pass  the  Euphrates,  be  sent  for  Balak* 
and  for  the  princes  of  the  Midianites,  and  spake  thus  to 
them:  "O  Balak,  and  you  Midianites  that  are  here  present, 
(for  I  am  obliged,  even  without  the  will  of  God,  to  gratify 
you),  it  is  true  no  entire  destruction  can  seize  upon  the 
nation  of  the  Hebrews,  neither  by  war,  nor  by  plague,  nor 
by  scarcity  of  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  nor  can  any  other  uii' 
expected  accident  be  their  entire  ruin;  for  the  providence 
of  God  is  concerned  to  preserve  them  from  such  a  misfortunei 
nor  will  it  permit  any  such  calamity  to  come  upon  tliem 
whereby  they  may  all  perish :  but  some  small  misfortunes, 
and  those  for  a  short  time,  whereby  they  may  appear  to  be 
brought  low,  may  still  befall  them;'  but  after  that  they  will 
flourish  again  to  the  terror  of  those  that  brought  those 
ntischiefs  upon  them.  So  that  if  you  have  a  mind  to  gain  a 
victory  over  them  for  a  short  space  of  time,  you  will  obtain 
it  by  following  my  directions:  do  you  therefore  set  out  tlic 
handsomest  of  such  of  yom-  daugliters  as  are  most  eminent 
fof  beauty,  and  proper  to  force  and  conquer  the  modesty  of 
those  that  behold  them,  and  these  decked  and  trimmed  to 
the  highest  degree  you  are  able.     Then  do  you  i?end  them 


*  Whether  Jo&ephus  had  In  his  copy  but  two  nltempts  of  BaljtnTu  "  i'  '-  r,rf«t 
Israel ;  or  whether  by  this  his  twice  oflfcriog  ^aeritice,  he  (ucata  tv  .^t 

I  first  time  alreaJy  inetitioneJ,  which  yet  h  uut  very  prohable;  cannot  n  nlj 

delcrmined.    In  th«  uscan  lime,  aU'Dther  copies  have  three  ^iicti  altei3)|ti»  u£  liaLm 

1  Id  CMna  them  in  ihe  prtj^icnt  history. 
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to  be  near  the  Isrmelites'  camp;  and  give  them  in  diarge, 
that  when  the  young  mien  of  the  Hebreirs  desire  their 
r,  they  allow  it  ihein ;  and  when  they  see  thai  they 
enftiDOiired  of  them,  let  them  take  their  leaves,  and  tf 
they  entreat  them  to  stay,  let  them  not  give  their  consent 
tiil  they  have  persuaded  tliein  to  leave  oil'  their  obedience 
to  their  own  laws,  and  the  worship  of  that  God  who  established 
tbem,  and  to  worship  the  gods  of  the  Midianites  and  the 
Moabites;  for  by  this  means,  God  wilJ  be  angry  at  them  V* 
Accordingly,  when  Balaam  had  suggested  this  counsel  to 
tfaetn^  he  went  his  way. 

7.  So  when  the  Midianites  had  sent  their  daughters*  as 
Balaam  had  exhorted  them,  the  Hebrew  young  men  were 
allured  by  their  beauty,  and  came  to  discourse  with  them, 
and  besought  them  not  to  grudge  them  the  enjoyment  of 
their  l^eauty^  nor  to  deny  them  their  coversation.  These 
daugliters  of  the  Midianites  received  their  words  glndly, 
and  consented  to  it,  and  staid  with  them;  but  when  they 
had  brought  them  to  be  enamoured  of  them,  and  their 
biclinations  to  them  were  grown  to  ripeness,  they  began  to 
think  of  departing  from  them :  then  it  was  that  these  men 
became  greatly  die^consolate  at  the  women's  departure,  and 
they  were  urgent  with  them  not  to  leave  them,  but  begged 
they  would  continue  there,  and  become  their  wives;  and 
they  promised  them  they  should  be  owned  as  mistresses  of 
all  they  had.  This  they  said  with  an  oath,  and  called  God 
for  the  arbitrator  of  what  they  had  promised ;  and  this  with 
tears  in  their  eyes,  and  all  oilier  such  marks  of  concern  as 
might  show  how  miserable  they  thouglit  themselves  without 
them,  and  so  might  move  their  compassion  for  them.  So 
the  women,  as  soon  as  they  perceived  they  had  made  them 
their  slaves^  and  had  caught  them  with  their  conversation, 
began  to  speak  thus  to  them : 

8-  **  O  you  illustrious  young  men !  we  have  houses  of  our 
own  at  home,  and  great  plenty  of  good  things  there,  together 
with  the  natural  affectionate  love  of  our  parents  anti  friends; 
nor  is  it  out  of  our  want  of  any  such  things  that  we  come 
to  discourse  with  you,  nor  did  we  admit  of  your  invitation 
with  design  to  prostitute  the  beauty  of  our  badies  for  gain ; 
but  taking  you  for  brave  and  worthy  men,  we  agreed  to 
your  request,  that  we  might  treat  you  with  such  honours  as 
hospitality  reqtiired :  and  now  seeing  you  say  that  you  have 
a  great  aifection  for  us,  and  are  troubled  when  you  think 

*  This  grand  tnnxim,  that  God*s  people  of  Israel  ciiultl  never  be  hurt  nor  <IrMroyinJ» 
hn%  by  drawing  ihem  to  sin  agaiusl  tlod,  appears  to  lie  true  by  tlio  entire  history  of 
tbat{>eop1e,  both  in  the  nUile,  and  in  Jobeuhus,  and  isofteci  takeci  rtotice  of  in  them 
lioHi,  Soc  in  particulaj-  a  most  remarkable  Aramoaito  tc:^Umony  t>  ihii  purnoae. 
LiBdilh,  V.  5-2L 


*  W  bat  Josephtis  here  pul&  ittlQ  the  mouths  of  these  Midianite  women,  who  ciiov 
1o  «QtJce  (ho  Israelites  lo  hswdoess  and  jJulatry,  viz.  that  their  worship  of  the  God 

I  of  Isnii'l,  in  opposition  to  their  idol  gods*  implii^d  their  living  according  to  the  htily 
l»ws  whjcli  the  true  God  hud  given  them  by  Mo&es^  io  opposition  lo  those  impure 
laws  which  were  observed  under  vheir  fatse  god*,  well  deserves  our  coosider^tjon  ? 
and  gives  us  a  substantial  reason  for  the  great  concero  that  was  ever  showed  andar 
ihe  law  of  Moses,  to  preserve  the  Israelites  from  idolatry,  and  iti  the  worship  of  i*j« 

I  Irue  God;  it  being  of  no  less  conse(|ueDce  than,  whether  Go-d's  people  should  he 

Soverned  by  the  holy  laws  of  the  tjue  God,  or  by  the  impure  laws  derived  fiOQI 
emons,  utidcr  tho  Tagan  idolatry* 
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we  are  departing,  we  are  not  averse  to  your  entreaties ;  and 
if  we  may  receive  such  assurance  of  your  good-will  as  we 
think  can  be  alone  sufficient,  we  will  be  glad  to  lead  our 
lives  Mith  you  as  your  wives  ;  but  we  are  afraid  that  you 
w  ill  in  time  be  weary  of  our  company,  and  will  then  abuse 
us,  and  send  us  back  to  our  parents,  after  an  ignominiotis 
manner ;"  and  they  desired  that  they  would  excuse  them  in 
their  guarding  against  that  danger.  But  the  young  men 
professed  they  would  give  them  any  assurance  they  should 
desire ;  nor  did  they  at  all  contratHct  what  they  requested, 
so  great  was  the  passion  they  had  for  them,  **  If  then/' 
said  they,  **  this  be  your  resolution,  since  you  make  use  of 
sucli  customs  and  conduct  of  life  as  are  entirely  diflerent 
from  all  other  men ',  insomuch  that  your  kinds  of  food  arc 
peculiar  to  yourselves,  and  your  kinds  of  drink  not  common 
-to  others,  it  will  be  absolutely  necessary,  if  you  would  have 
^IW  for  your  wives,  that  you  do  withal  worship  our  gods: 
nor  can  there  be  any  other  demonstration  of  the  kindness 
which  you  say  you  already  have,  and  promise  to  have  here- 
after to  us,  than  this,  that  you  worship  the  same  gods  that 
we  flo :  for  has  any  one  reason  to  complain,  that  now  you 
are  come  into  this  country,  you  should  worship  the  projier 
gods  of  the  same  country?  especially  while  our  gods  are 
connnon  to  all  men,  and  yours  such  as  belong  to  nobody 
else  but  yourselves."  So  they  said  they  must  either  come 
into  such  methods  of  divine  worship  as  all  others  came  inla, 
or  else  they  must  look  out  for  another  world,  wherein  they 
may  live  by  themselves,  according  to  their  own  laws. 

9.  Now  the  young  men  were  induced  by  the  fondness  they 
had  for  these  women,  to  think  they  spake  very  well :  so  they 
gave  themselves  up  to  what  they  persuaded  them,  and  trans- 
gressed their  own  laws;   and  supposing  there  were  many 
gods,  and  resolving  that  they  would  sacrifice  to  them  accord-    — 
ing  to  the  laws  of  that  country  which  ordained  them,  they  ■ 
both  were  delighted  with  their  strange  food,  and  went  on  to    ^ 
do  every  thing  that  the  women  would  have  them  do,  though 
in  contradiction  to  their  own  laws ;  so  far  indeed  that  this 
transgression  was  already  gone  through  the  whole  Brmy  of 
the  young  men,  and  they  fell  into  a  sedition  that  was  nmch 
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worse  Uian  tbe  fomfeer,  aDcl  inta  daiiger  of  the  entire  aboliticm 
of  ibetr  owd  institatioDs ;  for  when  oocTe  the  youth  hjMl  lasted 
of  lliete  strange  ctistoms,  they  went  with  insatiaUe  iocKni^ 
tums  into  them ;  and  evea  where  some  of  the  princi|ial  men 
were  iUu&triotis  od  account  of  the  virtues  of  their  £illief8» 
tbey  also  were  corrupted  together  with  the  test. 

10,  £ven  Zimri,  the  head  of  the  tribe  of  Simeon,  accotii- 
Moied  with  Cozbi,  a  Midianitbh  woinaii»  who  was  the 
dMigliter  of  Sur»  a  man  of  authority  in  that  country  ;  bdng 
dfiaired  by  his  wife  to  disregard  the  law  of  Moses*  and  to 
fbflow  those  she  was  used  to,  he  complied  with  her,  and  this 
both  by  sacrificing  after  a  manner  difterent  from  his  own, 
and  by  taldng  a  stranger  to  wife.  When  things  were  thus, 
Moses  was  afraid  that  matters  should  grow  worse,  and  called 
the  people  to  a  congregation,  but  then  accused  nobody  by 
name,  as  unwilling  to  drive  those  into  despair  who,  by  lying 
concealed,  might  come  to  repentance;  but  he  said,  *'that 
they  did  not  do  what  was  either  worthy  of  themselves,  or  of 
their  fathers,  by  preferring  pleasure  to  God,  and  to  the  living 
according  to  his  will :  that  it  was  fit  they  should  change  their 
course:?,  while  their  aflairs  were  still  in  a  good  state ;  and 
think  that  to  be  true  fortitude  which  offers  not  violence  to 
their  laws,  but  that  which  resists  their  lusts.  And  besides 
that,  he  satd,  it  was  not  a  reasonable  thing,  when  they  had 
lived  soberly  in  the  wilderness,  to  act  madly  now  they  were 
in  prosperity ;  and  that  they  ought  not  to  lose,  now  they  have 
abundance,  what  they  had  gained  when  they  had  little." 
And  so  did  he  endeavour,  by  saying  this  to  correct  the  young 
men,  to  bring  them  to  rej>entance  lor  what  they  hiid  dtnie. 

H.  But  Zimri  arose  up  after  him,  and  said,  **  Yes,  indeed, 
Moses,  thou  art  at  liberty  to  make  use  of  such  laws  as  thou 
art  so  fond  of,  and  hast,  by  accustoming  thyself  to  them, 
made  them  firm  ;  otherwise,  if  tilings  had  not  been  thus,  thou 
hadst  often  been  punished  before  now,  and  hatlst  kmnvn 
that  the  Hebrews  are  not  easily  put  upon  ;  but  thou  shalt 
not  have  me  one  of  thy  followers  hi  thy  tyrannicid  conmiands, 
for  thou  dost  nothing  else  hitherto,  but,  under  pretence  of 
laws,  and  of  God,  wickedly  impose  on  us  slavery,  ami  gain 
dominion  to  thyself,  while  thou  deprivest  us  of  the  sweetness 
of  life,  which  consists  in  acting  according  to  our  own  wills, 
and  is  the  right  of  freemen,  and  of  those  that  have  no  lord 
over  them.  Nay,  indeed,  this  man  is  harder  u|>oti  the  He- 
brews than  were  the  Egyptians  theiiiselves,  as  pretending  to 
pimish  according  to  his  laws,  every  oneVs  acting  what  is  njo«t 
agreeable  to  hiniself;  but  thou  thyself  better  dciscrvest  to 
suffer  punishment,  who  presumest  to  abolish  what  every  one 
acknowledges  to  be  what  is  good  for  lilui,  ajid  ahiicst  to  make 
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thy  single  opinion  to  liave  more  force  than  that  of  all  tlie 
rest ;  and  what  I  now  do,  and  think  to  be  right,  I  sliall  iioC 
hereafter  deny  to  be  according  to  my  own  sentiments*  I 
have  married,  as  tlioii  sayest  rightly,  a  strange  woman,  and 
thou  hearest  what  I  do  from  myself  as  from  one  that  is  free, 
for  truly  I  did  not  intend  to  conceal  myself.  I  also  own,  tliat 
I  sacrifice  to  those  gods  to  whom  you  do  not  think  fit  to 
sacrifice ;  and  I  think  it  riglit  to  come  at  truth  by  inquiring 
of  many  peo]fle,  and  not  like  one  that  lives  under  tyTanny,  ta 
suffer  the  whole  hope  of  my  life  to  depend  upon  one  man; 
nor  slirdl  any  one  find  cause  to  rejoice,  who  declares  himself 
to  have  more  authority  over  my  actions  than  myself/* 

12.  Now  when  Zimri  had  said  these  things,  about  what 
he  and  some  others  had  wickedly  done,  the   people  held 
their  peace,  both  out  of  fear  of  what  might  come  upon  theai, 
and  because  they  saw  that  their  legislator  w  as  not  wiUing  to 
bring  his  insolence  before  the  public  any  further,  or  openly 
to  contend  with  him ;  for  he  avoided  that,  lest  many  should 
imitate  the  impudence  of  his  language,  and  thereby  disturb 
the  multitude :  upon  this  the  assembly  was  dissolved*     How* 
ever,  the  mischievous  attempt  had  proceeded  further,  if  Zinirt 
had  not  been  first  slain,  which  came  to  pass  on  the  following 
occasion :  Phioeas,  a  man  in  other  respects  better  than  tlie 
rest  of  the  young  men,  and  also  one  that  surpassed  his  con- 
temporaries in  the  dignity  of  his  father,  (for  he  was  the  ron 
of  Kleazar  the  high-priest,  and   the  grandson  of  [Aaroiij 
Moses's  brother,)  who  was  greatly  troubled  at  what  was  done 
by  Zimri,  resolved  in  earnest  to  infiict  punisliment  on  hi«i| 
before  his  unworthy  behaviour  should   grow  stronger  by 
impunity,  and  in  order  to  prevent  this  transgression  from 
proceeding  further,  which  would  happen  if  the  ringleadert 
were  not  punished.     He  was  of  so  great  magnanimity,  both 
in  strength  of  mind  and  body,  that  when  he  undertook  m} 
very  dangerous  attempt,  lie  did  not  leave  it  off  till  he  over- 
came it,  and  got  an  entire  victory;  so  he  came  into  Zimri*! 
tent,  and  slew  him  with  his  javelin,  and  with  it  he  slew  Cozbi 
also*     Upon  which  alt  those  young  men  that  had  a  regard  to 
virtue,  and  aimed  to  do  a  glorious  action,  imitated  Phineasi 
boldness,  and  slew  those  that  were  found  to  be  guilty  of  the 
same  crime  with  Zimri,     Accordingly  many  of  those  that 
had  transgressed  perished  by  the  magnanimous  valour  of 
those  young  men ;  tlie  rest  all  perished  by  a  plague,  which 
distemper  God  himself  inflicted  upon  them;  so  that  all  those 
their  kindred,  who,  instead  of  hindering  them  from  8uch 
wicked  actions,  as  they  ought  to  have  done,  had  persuaded' 
them  to  go  on,  were  esteemed  by  God  as  partners  in  their 
wickedness,  and  died*     Accordingly  there  perished  out  of 
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the  army  no  fewer  than  fourteen'"  [twenty-four]  thousand  at 
that  time. 

13.  This  was  the  cause  why  Moses  was  provoked  to  send 
an  army  to  destroy  the  Midianites;  concerning  which  expe- 
dition we  shall  speak  presently,  when  we  have  first  related 
what  we  have  omitted;  for  it  is  but  just  not  to  pass  over 
our  legislator's  due  encomium,  on  account  of  his  conduct 
here,  because,  althou^di  this  Bjilaam,  who  was  sent  for  by  the 
Midianites  to  curse  the  Hebrews,  aTid  when  he  was  hindered 
from  doing  it  by  divine  providence,  did  still  suggest  that 
advice  to  them,  by  making  use  of  which  our  enemies  had  well 
nigh  corrupted  the  whole  multitude  of  the  Hebrews  with 
their  wiles,  till  some  of  them  were  deeply  infected  with  their 
opinions ;  yet  did  he  do  him  great  honour,  by  setting  down 
his  prophecies  in  writing.  And  while  it  was  in  his  poiver  to 
claim  this  glory  to  himself,  and  make  men  believe  they  were 
his  own  predictions,  there  being  no  one  that  conkl  lie  a  wit- 
ness against  him,  and  accuse  him  for  so  doing,  he  still  gave 
his  attestation  to  liim,  and  ilid  him  the  honour  to  make  meu- 
iion  of  him  on  tliis  account.  But  let  every  one  thuik  of  these 
matters  as  he  pleases. 


h 


CHAPTER  VH. 


How  the  Hebrews  Jotight  teith  the  MidlanUcs^  and  overcame 

them. 

§  1.  Now  ftloses  sent  an  army  against  the  land  of  Midian, 
for  the  causes  foremen tioned,  in  all  twelve  thousand,  taking 
an  equal  number  out  of  every  tribe,  and  appointed  Phineas 
for  their  commander  ;  of  which  Phineas  we  made  mention  a 
little  before,  as  he  that  had  guarded  the  laws  of  the  Hebrews, 
and  had  inflicted  punishment  upon  Zimri,  when  he  had 
transgressed  them.  Now  the  Midianites  perceived  before- 
hand bow  the  Hebrews  were  coming,  and  would  suddenly 
be  upon  them  :  they  assembled  their  army  together,  and 
fortified  the  entrances  into  their  country,  ami  there  awaited 
the  enemy's  coming.     When  they  were  come,  and  they  had 

i'oined  battle  with  them,  an  innuense  multitude  of  the 
Uidianites  fell ;  nor  could  they  be  numbered,  they  were  so 
very  many  :  and  among  them  fell  all  their  kings,  five  in  num- 
ber, viz.  Evi,  Zur,  Keba,  Hur,  and  Kekeni,  who  was  of  the 
^ame  name  with  a  city,  the  chief  and  capital  of  all  Arabia, 

*"  1  Jie  mistake  in  all  Joscphui'icopieii  Greek  and  Latin*  wbich  have  here  four* 
tcci)  ihouiaod  iiiistcad  otlvvtrtityfouf  iliousaoU.  U  bo  (lagrantt  Uiat  our  very  learned 
ctltlurs,  Ueruaril  and  I^udsou,  Imve  pitt  tli<;  lalicr  Dimiber  directly  into  the  text,  I 
clioosc  rather  to  put  it  in  brackets. 
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ivbicb  is  till  now  so  called,  by  the  whole  Arabian  nation, 
Arecein,  from  the  name  of  the  king  that  built  it,  but  ts  by  the 
Greeks  called  Petra,  Now  when  the  enemies  were  dis* 
cumfited,  the  Hebrews  spoiled  their  country,  and  look  a 
great  prey,  and  destroyed  the  men  that  were  its  inhabitant 
together  with  the  women  ;  only  they  let  the  virgins  aloDe^as 
Moses  had  commanded  Phineas  to  do,  who  indeed  eafoe 
back,  bringing  with  him  an  army  that  had  received  no  hann, 
and  a  great  deal  of  prey ;  fifty-two  thousand  beeves,  seventy- 
five  thousand  six  hundred  sheep»  sixty  thousand  asses,  with 
an  immense  quantity  of  gold  and  silver  furniture,  which  the 
Midianites  made  use  of  in  their  houses ;  for  they  were  so 
wealthy,  that  they  were  very  luxurious.  There  were  also 
led  captive  about  thirty-two  thousand  virgins  "*  So  Moses 
parted  the  prey  into  parts,  and  gave  one  fiftieth  part  to 
Eleazar  and  the  two  priests,  and  another  fiftieth  part  to  the 
Levites ;  and  distributed  the  rest  of  the  prey  among  the 
people.  After  which  they  lived  happily,  as  having  obtained 
an  abundance  of  good  things  by  their  valour;  and  there 
being  no  misfortune  that  attended  them,  or  hindered  their 
enjoyment  of  that  happiness* 

2.  But  Moses  was  now  grown  old,  and  appointed  Josbtia 
for  his  successor,  both  to  receive  directions  from  God  as  a 
prophet,  and  for  a  commander  of  the  army,  if  they  should  at 
any  time  stand  in  need  of  sucli  a  one:  and  this  was  donebf 
the  command  of  God,  that  to  him  tlie  care  of  the  public 
should  be  committed.  Now  Joshua  had  been  instructed  m 
all  those  kinds  of  learning  wliich  concernetl  the  laws;  and 
God  himself,  and  Moses,  had  been  his  instructor. 

3*  At  this  time  it  was,  that  the  two  tribes  of  Gad  and 

>•  Th«  ftlaugfiter  or  aII  the  Midianite  women,  that  Had  prottltuted  thcmselvci  M 
the  lewd  Uradiles,  and  the  pre&ervalioD  of  those  that  had  not  been  gvilty  tlieffjft; 
the  la&t  of  which  were  no  fewer  than  Ihirtj-two  thoasand,  b^xth  here  and  ^tm* 
xxxi.  I5r  16,  17,  35,  AQ,  46.  and  both  hy  the  particular  command  of  God;  ii« 
tiighly  Tettiarkahle ;  and  show,  that  even  in  Dalioni  othetwUe.  for  iheif  wicledocu* 
doomed  lo  destniciion,  Uie  intboceQt  were  sometimes  particularly  and  providentiiHj 
fakea  care  of.  and  ddtvercd  from  that  desinictioo  ;  which  directly  implies*  fJut  H 
was  the  wicked ne^  of  ihe  nations  of  Canaan,  and  norhtog  else^  that  occvsioiMd 
tbctr  eJtcision.  See  Gen.  nv.  16  ;  1  Saro^xv,  18,  38  ;  Constit,  Aposl.  B.  VllI,  ch. 
111.  p.  4(>2.  In  the  first  of  which  places,  the  reason  of  the  delay  of  the  puni*hine«l 
of  the  A  morites  ia  g:iveu,  because  ♦*  their  iniquity  was  not  yet  full."  In  the  secofed* 
Saul  i<f  ordered  to  go  and  "  destroy  the  sinners,  the  Amalekites/'  pl&intv  itnpljio|p 
that  ihey  were  therefor?  lo  be  destroyed  becauie  they  were  linners,  ana  not  otbff- 
vrise.  In  the  third,  the  reason  it  griven,  why  king  Agag  was  not  to  be  spar«d«^|B 
l>ecauBe  of  his  former  cruelty:  '*m  thy  sword  hath  niad«  the  (Hebrew)  «< 
childless,  so  shall  thy  mother  be  made  childle^^s  amoD^  women  by  the  Hebn 
In  the  last  place,  the  apostles,  or  their  amanuensis  Clement,  gave  this  reason  tot 
the  neces^sity  of  the  coming  of  Christ,  that  **  men  had  formerly  perverted  both  t&t 
poiiiiive  law,  ami  that  of  nature ;  and  had  cast  out  of  Iheir  mind  the  nomory  of  tht 
flood,  ihe  liurning  of  Sodom,  ihe  plagues  of  the  Egyptians,  and  the  slaughter  of  th« 
f  nhaliiianls  of  Palestine,"  as  sign«  of  most  amazing  impenitence  aod  lOSeilStbUity, 
under  the  punishment  of  horrid  wickedness. 
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stibel,  and  the  half-tribe  of  RIanasseh,  abounded  in  a  iiiul- 
|ude  of  cattle,  as  well  as  in  all  other  kinds  of  prosperity, 
bence  they  had  a  meeting,  and  in  a  body  came  and  besought 
loses  to  give  them,  as  their  peculiar  portion,  that  land  of 
Amorites  which  they  had  taken  by  right  of  war,  because 
fruitful,  and  goc»d  for  feeding  of  cattle.  But  Moses, 
>fcji)g  that  they  were  afraid  of  fighting  with  the  Canaan- 
eSy  and  invented  this  provision  for  their  cattle  as  a  hand- 
&oi€  excuse  for  avoiding  that  war,  he  called*  them  arrant 
Inwards  :  and  said,  **  that  they  had  only  contrived  a  decent 
icuse  for  that  cowardice  ;  and  that  ihey  had  a  mind  to  live 
luxury  and  ease,  while  all  the  rest  were  labouring  with 
eat  pains  to  obtain  the  land  they  were  desirous  to  have; 
that  they  were  not  willing  to  march  along,  and  undergo 
remaimng  hard  service,  whereby  they  were,  under  the 
rine  promise,  to  pass  over  Jordan,  and  overcome  those  our 
Remies  which  God  had  showed  them,  and  so  obtain  their 
But  these  tribes,  when  tliey  saw  that  Moses  was 
ligry  with  them,  and  when  they  could  not  deny  but  he  had 
Ijust  cause  to  be  displeased  at  their  petition,  made  an  apo- 
|>gy  for  themselves;  and  said,  that  ^Mt  was  not  on  account 
their  fear  of  dangers,  nor  on  account  of  their  laziness, 
but  they  made  this  request  to  him,  but  that  they  might  leave 
be  prey  they  had  gotten  in  places  of  safety,  and  thereby 
light  be  more  expedite,  and  ready  to  undergo  difficulties, 
!id  to  fight  battles.  They  added  tliis  also,  that  '*  when  they 
»d  built  cities,  wherein  they  might  preserve  their  children, 
Eld  wives,  and  possessions,  if  he  would  bestow  them  upon 
bem,  they  would  go  along  with  the  rest  of  the  army." 
Icreupon  Moses  was  pleased  with  what  they  said ;  so  he 
lUed  for  Eleazar  the  high-priest,  and  Joshua,  and  tlie  chief 
^f  the  tribes,  and  permitted  these  tribes  to  possess  the  land 
af  the  Amorites ;  but  upon  this  condition,  that  they  shouhl 
""  io  with  their  kinsmen  in  the  war,  until  all  things  were 
ettled.  Upon  which  condition  they  took  possession  of  the 
>UAtry,  and  built  them  strong  cities,  and  put  into  them 
beir  children,  and  their  wives,  and  whatsoever  else  they 
lid  that  might  be  an  impediment  to  the  labours  of  their 
bill  re  marches. 
4**  Moses  also  now  built  those  ten  cities,  which  were  to  be 
'  ilie  nmuber  of  the  forty-eight  [for  the  Levites] :  three  of 
irhich  he  allotted  to  those  that  slew  any  person  involuntarily, 
od  fled  to  them ;  and  he  assigned  the  came  time  for  their 
intsliment  with  that  of  the  life  of  that  high -priest  under 
horn  the  slaughter  and  flight  happened,  after  which  death 
the  high -priest  he  permitted  the  slayer  to  return  home, 
luring  the  time  of  his  exile,  the  relations  of  him  that  was 
may,  by  this  law,  kill  the  manslayer,  if  they  caught  him 
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without  the  bountls  of  the  city  to  whicli  he  fled ;  thmigh 
this  permission  was  not  granted  to  any  other  person.  Now 
the  cities  which  were  set  apart  for  this  flight  were  these; 
Bezer,  at  the  horders  of  Arahia ;  Ilamoth,  of  the  hind  of 
Gilead  ;  and  Golan,  in  the  hind  of  Bashan,  There  were  to 
he  also»  hy  Moses's  command,  three  other  cities  allotted  for 
the  habitation  of  these  fugitives  out  of  the  cities  of  the 
Levitos^  hut  not  till  after  they  should  be  in  possession  of 
the  huid  of  Canaan. 

5.  At  this  time  the  chief  men  of  the  tribe  of  Manasnell 
came  to  Moses,  and  informed  him,  that  there  was  an  eminent 
man  of  their  tribe  dead,  who  name  was  Zelophehad,  who 
left  no  male  cliiklren,  but  left  daughters;  and  asked  him, 
whether  tlicse  daughters  might  inherit  his  land  or  not*  He 
made  this  answer:  That  if  they  shall  marry  in  their  own 
tribe,  they  shall  carry  their  estate  along  with  them ;  but  if 
they  dis]>ose  of  themselves  in  marriage  to  men  of  anotlier 
trilje,  they  shall  leave  their  inheritance  in  their  father  s  tribe. 
And  then  it  was  that  Moses  ordained,  that  every  one's  inhe- 
ritance should  continue  in  his  own  tribe. 


CHAPTER  Vlir. 

The  polity  settled  hy  Moses  ;  and  how  he  disappeared  from 
among  mankind, 

§  1.  When  forty  years  were  completed,  within  thirty  d*w, 
Moses  gathered  the  congregation  together  near  Jordan^ 
where  the  city  Abila  now  stands,  a  ]>lace  full  of  pahu-treci ; 
and  all  the  people  being  come  together,  he  spake  thus  to 
them: 

^,  "  O  you  Israelites  and  fellow-soldiers  who  have  been 
partners  witli  me  in  this  long  and  uneasy  journey  1  rincc  it  if 
now  the  will  of  God,  and  the  course  of  old  age,  at  ahundrr<I 
and  twenty,  requires  it  that  I  should  depart  out  of  this  lilu ; 
and  since  God  has  forbidden  me  to  he  a  patron  or  an  assiat- 
nnt  to  you  in  what  remains  to  be  done  beyond  Jordan:  I 
thought  it  reasonable  not  to  leave  off  my  endeavours  tyt% 
now  for  your  happiness,  but  to  do  my  utmost  to  procure  for 
you  the  eternal  enjoyment  of  good  things,  and  a  memoriil 
for  myself,  when  you  shall  be  in  the  fruition  of  great  plenty 
and  prosperity :  come,  therefore,  let  me  suggest  to  you  h 
what  means  you  may  he  happy,  and  may  leave  an  eten 
prosperous  possession  thereof  to  your  children  after  yoi 
and  then  let  mc  thus  go  out  of  the  world;  and  I  cannot  but 
deserve  to  be  believed  by  you,  both  on  account  of  the  grei 
things  I  have  already  done  for  you,  and  because,  when  so' 
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are  about  to  leave  the  body,  they  speak  with  the  siiicerest 
freedom.  O  chiUJren  of  Israeli  there  is  but  one  source  of 
happiness  for  all  tnaokind»  the  favour  of  God**;  for  he  alone 

table  to  give  good  things  to  those  that  deserve  them,  and  to 
rprive  those  of  them  tliat  sin  against  him ;  towards  whom 
yon  behave  yourselves  accordin/^  to  liis  will,  and  according 
whfit  I,  who  well  understand  his  mind,  do  exhort  you  to, 
m  will  both  he  esteemed  blessed,  and  will  be  admired  by 
1  men;  and  will  never  come  into  misfortunes,  nor  cease  to 
De  happy ;  you  will  then  preserve  the  possession  of  the  good 
^^ing«  you  already  have,  and  will  quickly  obtain  those  that 
^H^u  at  present  are  in  want  of,  only  do  you  be  obedient  to 
^Bose  whom  God  would  have  you  to  follow.  Nor  do  you 
P^tefer  any  other  constitytion  of  government  before  the  laws 
'  now  given  you  ;  neither  do  you  disrecrard  that  way  of  divine 
»rship  which  you  now  have,  nor  change  it  for  any  other 
and  if  you  do  this,  you  will  he  the  most  courageous 
f  aQ  men,  in  undergoing  the  fatigues  of  war,  and  will  not  be 
sily  conquered  by  any  of  your  enemies:  for  while  God  is 
resent  with  you  to  assist  you,  it  is  to  be  expected  that  you 
ill  be  able  to  despise  the  opposition  of  all  mankind :  and 
eat  rewards  of  virtue  are  proposed  for  you,  if  you  preserve 
hat  virtue  through  your  whole  livea.  Virtue  itself  is  indeed 
principal  and  the  first  reward,  and  after  that  it  bestows 
mdance  of  others;  so  that  your  exercise  of  virtue  towards 
\icT  men  will  make  your  own  lives  happy,  and  render  you 
r»re  glorious  than  foreigners  can  be,  and  procure  you  an 
lis pu ted  reputation  with  posterity*  These  blessings  you 
able  to  obtain,  in  case  you  hearken  to,  and  observe, 
laws  which,  by  divine  revelation,  I  have  ordained  for 
that  is,  in  case  you  withal  meilitate  upon  the  wisdom 
kat  is  in  them.  I  am  going  from  you  myself*  rejoicing  in 
good  things  you  enjoy  ;  and  I  recommend  you  to  the 
i«e  conduct  of  your  law,  to  the  becoming  order  of  your 
K^Uty,  and  to  the  virtues  of  your  commanders,  who  will  take 
Irs  of  what  is  for  your  advantage.  And  that  Ciod  who  has 
till  now  your  leader,  and  by  whose  good-will  I  have 
rsclf  been  useful  to  you,  will  not  put  a  period  now  to  his 
Jeiiee  over  you,  but,  as  long  as  you  desire  to  have  him 
Iprotectiir,  in  your  pursuits  after  virtue,  so  long  will  you 
hia  care  over  you.  Your  high-priest  also  Eleaisar,  as 
i»  Joshua,  with  the  senate,  and  chief  of  your  tribes,  will 
I  ttefore  you,  and  suggest  the  best  advices  to  you ;  by  fol- 

Jc«r(}hu&  here,  in  this  one  sentence,  sums  up  his  notion  of  Moiics*s  very  long 

!  »ery  wrrious  exhortations  in  the  book  of  Ueurcronomy  ;  and  his  words  are  ao 

,  Aiid  of  »iich  importance,  that  they  deserve  to  be  had  in  constant  rcioembranee» 

»  hj  /ew»  aod  Chmtians;  *'  O  children  of  Israel !  there  is  but  one  source  of 

\  ht  all  mankind ♦ — the  favour  of  God,** 
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lowing  which  advices,  you  will  continue  to  be  happy :  iQ%\ 
whom  do  you  give  ear  without  reluctance,  as  sensible  that  ali 
such  as  know  well  how  to  be  governed,  will  also  know  how 
to  govern,  if  they  be  promoted  to  that  authority  thei; 
Ami  do  not  you  esteem  liberty  to  consist  in  opposi. 
directions  as  your  governors  think  fit  to  give  you  for  yuut 
practice,  as  at  present  indeed  you  place  your  liberty  in  j 
nothing  else  but  abusing  your  benefactors  ;  which  error  if>A 
you  can  avoid  for  the  time  to  come,  your  affairs  will  be  in  a  ™ 
better  condition  than  they  have  hitherto  been:  nor  do  you 
ever  indulge  such  a  degree  of  passion  in  these  matters,  as 
you  have  oftentimes  done  when  you  have  been  very  angry  at 
me ;  for  you  know  tliat  I  have  been  oftener  in  danger  of  i 
death  from  you  than  from  our  eneiijies,     What  I  now  putj 
you  in  mind  of,  is  not  done  in  order  to  reproach  you;  for  I 
do  not  think  it  proper,  now  I  am  going  out  of  the  world*  to 
bring   this   to  your  remembrance,  in  order   to   leave  ycitt  I 
offended  at  me,  since,  at  the  time  when  I  underwent  tliose  | 
hardships  from  you,  I  was  not  angry  at  you  ;  but  I  do  it  in  ' 
order  to  make  you  wiser  hereafter,  and  to  teach  you  tliai 
this  will  be  for  your  security  ;  I  mean,  that  you  never  be  in- 
jurious to  those  that  preside  over  you,  even  when  you  axe 
become  rich,  as  you  will  be  to  a  great  degree  when  you 
have  passed  over  Jordan,  and  are  in  possession  of  the  hmi 
of  Canaan.     Since,  when  you  i>hall  have  once  proceeded  so 
far  by  your  w^ealth,  as  to  a  contempt  and  disregard  of  virtue, 
you  will  also  forfeit  the  favour  of  God  ;  and  when  you  have 
made  him  your  enemy,  you  will  be  beaten  in  war,  and  will 
have  the  land  which  you  possess  taken  away  again  from  yoa  I 
by  your  enemies,  and  this  with  great  reproaches  upon  youf 
conduct.     You  will  be  scattered  over  the  whole  world,  and. I 
will,  as  slaves,  entirely  fill  both  sea  and  land ;  and  when^l 
once  you  have  had  the  experience  of  what  I  now  say,  yon 
will  repent  and  remember  the  laws  you  have  broken,  when  it 
is  too  late*     Whence  I  would  advise  you,  if  you  intend  to 
preserve  these  laws,  to  leave  none  of  your  enemies  ahve 
when  you  have  conquered  thcm^  but  to  look  upon  it  as  for 
your  advantage  to  destroy  them  all,  lest  if  you  permit  them 
to  live,  you  taste  of  their  manners,  and  thereby  corrupt  your 
own  proper  institutions*     I  ako  do  further  exhort  you>  ta. 
overthrow  their  altars,  and  their  groves,  and  whatsoeveel 
temples  they  have  among  them,  and  to  burn  all  such  iheiffj 
nation  and  their  very  memory  with  fire,  for  by  this  mean  J 
alone  the  safety  of  your  own  happy  constitution  can  be  fllHH 
secured  to  you.     And  in  order  to  prevent  your  ignorano^H 
virtue,  and  the  degeneracy  of  your  nature  into  vice,  I  liarel 
also  ordained  you  laws,  by  divine  suggestion,  and  a  formd 
of  government,  which  are  so  good,  tliat,  if  you  rcgularlyj 
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obserre  them,  you  will  be  esteemed  of  all  men  the  most 

Jippy" 

BS.   VVlien  he  had  spoken  thus,  he  gave  them  the  laws  ami 

^■e  constitution  of  government  written  in  a  book*     Upon 

^piich    the    people  fell   into   tears,    and    appeared    already 

touched  with  the  senile  that  they  should  have  a  great  want 

of  their  conductor,  because  they  remembered  what  a  number 

of  dangers  he  had  passed  tlirough,  and  what  care  be  had 

^ken  of  their  preservation  ;    they   desponded  about  what 

^kuld  come  upon  them  after  he  was  deud»  and  thought  tliey 

Mlould  never  have  another  governor  like  him  ;  and  feared 

that  God  would  then  take  less  care  of  them  when  Moses 

irajs  gone,  who  used  to  intercede  for  them.     They  also  re- 

jented  of  what  they  had  said  to  him  in  the  wilderness  when 

Hey  were  angry;  and  were  in  grief  on  those  accounts,  inso* 

^nich  that  the  whole  body  of  the  people  fell  into  tears  with 

fUch  bitterness,  that  it  was  past  the  power  of  words  to  com- 

them  in  their  affliction.     However,  Moses  gave  them 

e  consolation;  and  by  calling  them  off  the  thought,  how 

rthy  he  was  of  their  weeping  for  hiiu,  he  exhorted  them 

keep  to  that  form  of  government  he  had  given  them  ;  and 

ftl  tlie  congregation  was  dissolved  at  that  time. 

Accordingly  I  shall  now  first  describe  this  form  of 
eniment*  which  was  agreeable  to  the  dignity  and  virtue 
^to^^es ;  and  shall  thereby  inform  those  that  read  these 
Antiquities,  what  our  original  settlements  were,  and  shall 
tlirn  proceed  to  the  remaining  histories.  Now  those  settle- 
nents  are  all  still  in  writing,  as  he  left  them  ;  and  we  shall 
idd  nothing  by  way  of  ornament,  nor  any  thing  besides  what 
Moses  left  us ;  only  we  shall  so  far  innovate,  as  to  digest  the 
ii^eral  kind  of  laws  into  a  regular  system  ;  for  they  were  by 
h^  in  writing  h^a  ihey  were  accidentally  scattered  in 

111  I  very,  and  as  he  upon  inquiry  had  learned  them  of 

God.  On  which  account  I  have  tboutjht  it  necessary  to 
{kirmise  this  observation  beforehand,  lest  any  of  my  own 
countrymen  should  blame  me,  as  having  been  guilty  of  an 

fnce  herein.  Now  part  of  our  constitution  will  include 
liiwj?  that  belong  to  our  political  state.  As  for  those 
n  which  Moses  left  concerning  our  common  conversation 
«nd  interciiurse  one  with  another,  I  have  reserved  that  for  a 
discourse  concerning  our  manner  of  hfe,  and  the  occasions 
of  thofte  laws ;  which  I  propose  to  myself,  with  God*s  as- 
rislanee,  to  write,  after  I  have  finished  the  work  1  am  now 
tipoft. 

5.  When  you  have  possessed  yourselves  of  the  land  of 
Canaan,  ond  have  leisure  to  enjoy  the  good  things  of  it,  and 
when  you  have  afterward  determined  to  build  cities,  if  you 
will  do  what  is  pleasing  to  God^  you  will  have  a  secure  state 

VOL*  I.  R 


S42 


ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS* 


rearedii 


of  happiness.  Let  there  be  then  one  city  of  the  land 
Canaan,  and  this  situate  in  the  most  agreeable  place  for  i 
goodness,  and  very  eminent  in  itself,  and  let  it  be  that  vhicb 
God  shall  choose  for  himself,  by  prophetic  revelation, 
there  also  be  one  temple  therein,  and  one  altar,  not 
of  hewn  stones,  but  of  such  as  you  gather  together  at 
random;  which  atones,  %vhen  they  are  whited  over  with 
mortar,  will  have  a  handsome  appearance,  and  be  beautlTul 
to  the  sight.  Let  the  ascent  to  it  be  not  by  steps*',  but  bf  f 
an  acclivity  of  raised  earth.  And  let  there  be  neither  anl 
altar  nor  a  temple,  in  any  other  city  ;  for  God  is  but  one, 
and  the  nation  of  the  Hebrews  is  but  one. 

6*  He  that  blasphemeth  God,  let  him  be  stoned  ;  and  fell 
him  hang  upon  a  tree  all  that  day,  and  then  let  him  litl 
buried  in  an  ignominious  and  obscure  manner. 

7.  Let  those  that  live  as  remote  as  the  bounds  of  the  laatl  | 
which  the  Hebrews  shall  possess,  come  to  that  city  where 
the  temple  shall  he,  and  this  three  times  in  a  year,  that  they 
may  give  thanks  to  God  for  his  former  benefits,  and  muj 
entreat  him  for  those  they  shall  want  hereafter;   and  let 
them,  by  this  means,  maintain  a  friendly  correspondence  j 
with  one  another  by  such  meetings  and  feasting  together; 
for  it  is  a  good  thing  for  those  that  are  of  the  same  stock,  and] 
under  the  same  institution  of  laws,  not  to  be  unacquainted  ( 
with  each  other;  which  acquaintance  wiU  be  maintained  by 
thus  conversing  together,  and  by  seeing  and  talking  wita  i 
one  another^  and  so  renewing  the  memorials  of  this  union  f*| 
for  if  they  do  not  thus  converse  together  continually,  they 
will  appear  like  mere  strangers  to  one  another. 

8.  Let  there  he  taken  out  of  your  fruits  a  tenth,  besidei 
that  which  you  have  allotted  to  give  to  the  priests  and 
Levites.  This  you  may  indeed  sell  in  the  country,  but  it  w 
to  be  used  in  those  feasts  and  sacrifices  that  are  to  be  cele- 
brated in  the  holy  city;  for  it  is  fit  that  you  should  enjoy 
those  fruits  of  the  earth  which  God  gives  you  to  possesa^iO 
as  may  be  to  the  honour  of  the  donor. 

9.  You  are  not  to  offer  sacrifices  out  of  the  hure  ofi' 


P  Thifl  law,  both  here  and  Exod.  xx.  26,  26.  of  not  going  up  to  GodV  durby 
1»dder'itepS|  but  on  an  acclivity,  seema  not  to  have  belonged  to  th«  altar  of  oi 
taberpade,  which  was  in  all  bm  three  cubits  higb»  Exod.  xjtvii,  1  ;  nor  to  iltttcif 
Eukiel,  which  was  expressly  to  b«  gone  np  to  by  step*,  xliii,  17  ;  bot  raUif  i 
occasional  altara  of  any  considerable  altitude  and  largeoe&s  i  as  aUo  |>ri>b<Ll 
Solomon's  aliat,  to  which  it  is  here  applied  by  Josephus,  as  well  a?  •    -^   •  ^ 
babt'Ts  and  Herod's  temple,  which  were*  1  thmk,  all  ten  cubits  htgii  .  > 

iv.  1.  and  Antiq.  B.  Vlll.  chap,  iii.  §  7,     Theieafoo  why  these  i.  • , 

only,  were  to  have  this  a»cent  on  an  acclivity,  and  not  by  i--  thM 

before  the  inventioo  of  Btoirs,  such  as  we  now  use»  decency  *  i*i><^ 

provided  for  in  the  loose  garments  which  the  priests  wore,  as  ihn  law  rtijujiea,    Sc* 
Lainy  of  the  Tabernacle  and  Temple,  p.  444, 
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woman  which  is  a  harlot'',  for  the  Deity  is  not  pleased  with 
any  thing  that  arises  from  such  abuses  of  nature ;  of  which 
sort  none  can  be  worse  than  this  prostitution  of  the  body. 
In  like  manner  no  one  may  take  the  price  of  the  covering  of 
a  bitch,  either  of  one  that  is  used  in  hunting,  or  in  keeping 
of  sheepj  and  thence  sacrifice  to  God, 

10.  Let  no  one  blaspheme  those  gods  which  other  cities 
esteem  such^;  nor  may  any  one  else  steal  what  belotigs  to 
strange  temples ;  nor  take  away  the  gifts  that  are  dedicated 
to  any  god. 

11.  Let  not  any  one  of  you  wear  a  garment  made  of 
woollen  and  linen,  for  that  is  appointed  to  be  for  the  priests 
alone. 

1 2.  When  the  mnltitude  are  assembled  together  unto  the 
holy  city  for  sacrificing  every  seventh  year,  at  the  feast  of 
tabernacles,  let  the  high-priest  stand  upon  a  high  desk, 
whence  he  may  be  heard,  and  let  him  read  the  laws  to  all 
the  people' ;  and  let  neither  the  women  nor  the  children 
be  hindered  from  hearing,  no  nor  the  servants  neither;  for 
it  h  a  good  thing  that  those  hiws  should  be  engraven  in 
their  souls,  and  preserved  in  their  memories,  that  so  it  may 
not  be  possible  to  blot  them  out;  for  by  this  means  they 
will  not  be  guilty  of  sin,  when  they  cannot  plead  ignorance 
of  what  the  laws  have  enjoined  them.  The  laws  also  will 
have  a  great  authority  among  them,  as  fiiretelling  what  they 
will  suffer  if  they  break  them:  and  imprinting  in  their  souls 
by  this  hearing  what  they  command  them  to  do,  that  so 
there  may  always  be  within  their  minds  that  intention  of 
the  laws  which  they  have  despised  and  broken,  and  have 
thereby  been  the  causes  of  their  own  mischief  Let  the 
children  also  learn  the  laws,  as  the  first  thing  they  are 
taught,  which  will  be  the  best  thing  they  can  be  taught, 
and  will  be  the  cause  of  their  future  felicity. 

IS,  Let  every  one  commemorate  before  God  the  benefits 
which  he  bestowed  upon  them  at  their  deliverance  out  of 
the  land  of  Egypt,  and  this  twice  every  day,  both  when  the 
day  begins,  and  when  the  hour  of  sleep  comes  oUi  gratitude 
being  in  its  own  nature  a  just  thing,  and  serving  not  only 
by  way  of  return  for  past,  but  also  by  way  of  invitation  of 
future   favours.     They  are  also  to  inscribe  the    principal 


^  The  lijre  of  public  or  lecret  harlots  was  mveti  to  Venus  in  Syria*  ob  Lucian 
iufbrroi  Hi,  p.  878  ;  and  a^inst  same  such  vile  practice  of  the  oM  idolaters,  this 
law  aeeiD*  to  have  been  made. 

'  Tlie  Apostolical  ConsititutionSi  D«  It.  chap.  xxvi.  $  31,  expouml  this  law  of 
Mo»es,  Exod.  xxii.  28,  •'  Thou  shiilt  not  revilu  nr  blas.ptjeme  Ihe  gods/'  or  magit- 
tmtei ;  which  is  a  much  raore  probable  exposition  than  this  of  Jotephus^s,  of 
heathen  gods,  a.4  here,  aod  against  Apion,  B.  IL  rb.  iii.  $  4. 

*  What  book  of  the  law  was,  thu&  pubiicly  read,  see  the  note  on  Anliq.  B.  z« 
he.  V.  $,  5.  and  1  Esd.  h,  39—55. 
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blessings  they  have  received  from  God  upon  their  doors; 
and  show  the  same  remembrance  of  them  on  their  arms :  ae 
also,  they  are  to  bear  on  their  forehead,  and  their  arm,  those 
wonders  which  declare  the  power  of  God,  and  his  good-wiD 
towards  them,  that  God^s  readiness  to  bless  them  may 
appear  everywhere  conspicuous  about  them^ 

14,  Let  there  be  seven  men  to  judge  in  every  city'i  and 
these  such  as  have  been  before  most  zealous  in  the  exercise 
of  virtue  and  righteousness.  Let  every  judge  have  two 
officers  allotted  him  out  of  the  tribe  of  Levi.  Let  those 
that  are  chosen  to  judge  in  the  several  cities,  be  had  in 
great  honour ;  and  let  none  be  permitted  to  revile  any  otheris 
when  these  are  present,  nor  to  carry  themselves  in  an  iiisrj- 
lent  manner  to  them ;  it  being  natural,  that  reverence 
towards  those  in  high  offices  among  men  should  procure 
men's  fear  and  reverence  towards  God,  Let  those  that 
judge  be  permitted  to  determine  according  as  they  think  to 
be  right,  unless  any  one  can  show  that  they  have  taken 
brihes  to  the  perversion  of  justice,  or  can  allege  any  other 
accusation  against  them,  whereby  it  may  appear  they  have 
passed  an  unjust  sentence  ;  for  it  is  not  fit  that  causes  -should 
be  openly  determined  out  of  regard  to  gaiui  or  to  the  dignity 
of  the  suitors  ;  but  that  the  judges  should  esteem  what  is 
right  before  all  other  things,  otherwise  God  will  by  that 
means  be  despised,  and  esteemed  inferior  to  those  the 
dread  of  whose  power  has  occasioned  the  unjust  sentence, 
for  justice  is  the  power  of  God.  He  therefore  that  gratifies 
those  in  great  dignity,  supposes  them  more  potent  than 
God  himself.  But  if  these  judges  are  unable  to  give  a  ju*t 
sentence  about  the  causes  that  come  before  them  (which 
case  is  not  unfrequent  in  human  affairs),  let  them  send  the 
cause  undetermined  to  the  holy  city,  and  there  let  the  high- 
priest,  the  prophet,  and  the  Sanhedrim,  determine  as  it 
shall  seem  good  to  tljem, 

15.  But  let  not  a  single  witness  be  credited;  but  thfcei 

^  *  Whether  these  phylacteries,  and  other  Jcwiih  memorials  of  the  law  hett  iwfr 
tioned  by  Joseph  us.  aud  hy  Moses,  (besides  the  frioites  on  the  borders  of  lh«ir 
garments.  Num.  xv,  37.)  were  literally  meant  by  God,  I  much  queatioa.  Jhti 
They  have  been  long  observed  by  Ihe  Pharisees  and  the  Rabbinical  Jews,  h  ccr* 
laio  ;  however,  the  KaraiteSi  who  receive  not  the  unwritten  traditions  of  the  eldst* 
but  keep  close  to  the  written  law,  with  Jerome  and  Grotius.  think  they  were  vm 
literally  to  be  understood  ;  as  Bernard  and  Reland  here  take  notice.  Kot  iodeei 
do  I  remember,  that  either  in  the  ancienter  books  of  the  0)d  Testament^  or  in  ttsc 
books  we  call  Apocrypha,  there  are  any  signs  of  such  literal  observatioas  m^ftMr* 
ing  among  the  Jews;  though  their  reafor  mystical  aigoiii cation,  i.  e.  ibe  confoot 
remembranre  and  observation  of  the  lawa  of  God  by  Moaea,  be  frequeoUy  ifiCttJ- 
cated  in  aU  the  sacred  writiogs. 

•»  Here,  as  well  as  elsewhere,  §  38  ;  of  his  Life,  f  14  ;  and  of  the  War.  B.  II,  cl#j 
ax.  ^  5:  arc  but  seven  judges  appointed  for  small  cities,  instead  of  tweaty'(bfe8iQu| 
the  modern  Rabbins  ;  which  modern  Rabbiaa  are  always  but  of  very  tittle  autlK^*  1 
}ity  in  comparu^on  of  our  Josephusi 


i 
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or  two  at  the  least,  and  those  such  whose  testimony  is  con- 
firmed by  their  good  lives.  But  let  not  the  testimony  of 
women  be  admitted,  on  account  of  the  levity  and  boldness 
of  their  sex*.  Nor  let  servants  be  admitted  to  give  testi- 
mony, on  account  of  the  ignobility  of  their  soul :  since  it  is 
probable  that  they  may  not  speak  truth,  either  out  of  hope 
of  gain,  or  fear  of  punishment.  But  if  any  one  be  believed 
to  have  born  false  witness^  let  him,  when  he  is  convicted, 
suffer  all  the  very  same  punishments  which  he,  against 
whom  he  bore  witness,  was  to  have  suflered. 

16.  If  a  murder  be  committed  in  any  place,  and  he  that 
did  it  be  not  found,  nor  is  there  any  tsuspicion  upon  one  as 
if  he  had  hated  the  man,  and  so  had  killed  him,  let  there  be 
a  very  dihgent  inquiry  made  after  the  man,  and  rewards 
proposed  to  any  who  will  discover  him  ;  but  if  still  no  inform- 
ation can  be  procured,  let  the  magistrates  and  senate  of 
those  cities  that  lie  near  the  place  in  which  the  murder  M^aa 
committed,  assemble  together,  and  measure  the  distance 
from  the  place  where  the  dead  body  lies ;  then  let  the 
magistrates  of  the  nearest  city  thereto  purchase  a  heifer, 
and  bring  it  to  a  valley,  and  to  a  place  therein  where  tliere 
is  no  land  ploughed,  or  trees  planted,  and  let  them  cut  the 
sinews  of  the  heifer;  then  the  priests  and  Levites,  and  the 
senate  of  that  city,  shall  take  %vater  and  wash  their  hands 
over  the  head  of  the  heifer ;  and  they  shall  openly  declare 
that  their  hands  are  innocent  of  this  murder,  and  that  they 
have  neither  done  it  themselves,  nor  been  assisting  to  any 
that  did  it.  They  shall  also  beseech  God  to  he  merciful  to 
them,  that  no  such  horrid  act  may  any  more  be  done  in  that 
land. 

17.  Aristocracy,  and  the  way  of  living  under  it,  is  the 
best  constitution :  and  may  you  never  have  any  inclination 
to  any  otlicr  form  of  government ;  and  may  you  always  love 
that  form,  and  have  the  laws  for  your  governors,  and  govern 
all  your  actions  according  to  them ;  for  you  need  no  su- 
preme governor  but  God.  But  if  you  shall  desire  a  king, 
let  him  be  one  of  your  own  nation  :  let  liini  he  always  care- 
ful of  justice,  and  other  virtues,  perpetually  ;  let  him  submit 
to  the  laws,  and  esteem  God's  commands  to  he  his  highest 
wisdom;  but  let  him  do  nothing  without  the  high-priest, 
and  the  votes  of  the  senators:  let  him  not  have  a  great 
number  of  wives,  nor  pursue  abundance  of  riches,  nor  a 
multitude  of  horses,  whereby  he  may  grow  too  proud   to 


*  I  hnvc  never  observed  eliewhere,  that  in  the  Jewish  governtQeDt,  wocnea  were 
not  iidmitted  as  legal  witnesses  in  courts  of  juslico.  None  of  our  copies  of  tb« 
Pentateuch  say  a  word  of  it.  It  is  very  probable^  however^  that  thi9  was  the 
eirpositmu  of  the  Scribes  and  Phari&ccs.  and  the  practice  of  the  Jews  io  the  days 
of  Josepliui. 


946  ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS* 

submit  to  the  laws.  And  if  he  affect  any  such  things,  let 
him  be  restrained,  lest  he  become  so  potent  tbot  his  state 
be  inconsistent  with  your  welfare. 

18.  Let  it  not  be  esteemed  lawful  to  remove  boundariea, 
neither  our  own,  nor  of  tbose  with  whom  we  are  at  peace* 
Have  a  care  you  do  not  take  those  land-marks  away,  which 
are,  as  it  were,  a  divine  and  unshaken  limitation  of  rtglits 
made  by  God  himself,  to  last  for  ever;  since  this  goiof 
beyond  limits,  and  gaining  ground  upon  others,  is  the  oeet^ 
sion  of  wars  and  seditions  ;  for  those  that  remove  boundariei 
are  not  far  oft"  an  attempt  to  subvert  the  laws, 

19.  He  that  plants  a  piece  of  land,  whose  trees  prodiitie 
fruits  before  the  fourth  year,  is  not  to  bring  thence  any  first- 
fruits  to  God,  nor  is  he  to  make  use  of  that  fruit  himself,  ibr 
it  is  not  produced  in  its  proper  season ;  for  when  nature  hm 
a  force  put  upon  her  at  an  unseasonable  time,  the  fruit  is  not 
proper  for  God,  nor  for  the  master's  use;  but  let  the  owner 
gather  all  that  is  grown  on  the  fourth  year,  for  then  it  is  in 
its  proper  season.  And  let  him  that  has  gathered  it,  cany 
it  to  the  holy  city,  and  spend  that,  together  with  the  tithe  rf 
his  other  fruits,  in  feasting  with  his  friends,  with  the  orphans, 
and  the  widows.  But  on  the  fifth  year  tlie  fruit  is  his  own, 
and  he  may  use  it  has  he  pleases. 

20.  You  are  not  to  sow  a  piece  of  land  with  seed  which  U 
planted  witli  vines,  for  it  is  enough  that  it  supply  nourish- 
ment to  that  plant,  and  be  not  harassed  by  plowing  also. 
You  are  to  plow  your  land  with  oxen ;  and  not  to  oblige  other 
animals  to  come  under  the  same  yoke  with  them,  but  to  tiD 
your  land  with  those  beasts  that  are  of  the  same  kind  with 
each  other.  The  seeds  are  also  to  be  pure,  and  without 
mixture,  and  not  to  be  compounded  of  two  or  three  sort?, 
since  nature  does  not  rejoice  m  the  union  of  things  that  are 
not  in  their  own  nature  alike;  nor  are  you  to  permit  beasts 
of  different  kinds  to  gender  together ;  for  there  is  reason  to 
fear  that  this  unnatural  abuse  may  extend  from  beast*  of 
difllerent  kinds  to  men,  though  it  takes  its  first  rise  from  evil 
practices  about  such  smaller  things.  Nor  is  any  thing  to  be 
allowed,  by  imitation  whereof  any  degree  of  subversion  may 
creep  into  the  constitution.  Nor  do  the  laws  neglect  «inali 
matters,  but  provide  that  even  those  may  be  managed  »fief 
an  unblameable  manner. 

21.  Let  not  those  that  reap,  and  gather  in  the  com  that 
is  reaped,  gather  in  the  gleanings  also,  but  let  them  ratlin, 
leave  some  handfuls  for  those  that  are  in  want  of  the  neceH 
saries  of  life,  that  it  may  be  a  support  and  a  supply  to  themj 
in  order  to  their  subsistence.  In  like  manner  when  ihef 
gather  their  grapes,  let  them  leave  some  smaller  bunches  for 
the  poor,  and  let  tliem  pass  over  some  of  the  fruita  of  tha 
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iJive-trees,  when  they  gather  them,  aod  leave  them  to  be 
|Mirtaken  of  by  those  that  have  none  of  their  own ;  for  the 
advanUge  arising  from  the  exact  collection  of  all,  will  not  be 
$o  considerable  to  the  owners  as  will  arise  from  the  gratitude 
oflbe  poor.  And  God  will  provide,  that  the  land  shall  more 
V  4 luce  what  shall  be  for  the  nourishment  of  its 

it  you  do  not  merely  take  care  of  your  own  ad- 

▼nniage,  but  have  regard  to  the  support  of  others  also.  Nor 
you  to  muzzle  the  mouths  of  the  oxen,  when  they  tread 
ears  of  corn,  in  the  threshing-floor  ;  for  it  is  not  just  to 
train  our  fellow-labouring  animals,  and  those  that  work  in 
er  lo  its  production,  of  this  fruit  of  their  labours.  Nor 
you  to  prohibit  those  that  pass  by  at  the  time  when  your 
ripe  to  touch  them,  but  to  give  them  leave  to  fill 
B  lull  of  what  you  have:  and  this  whether  they  be  of 
country,  or  strangers,  as  being  glad  of  the  opportunity 
giving  them  some  part  of  your  fruits  when  they  are  ripe; 
It  let  it  not  be  esteemed  lawful  for  them  to  carry  any  away, 
^or  let  those  that  gather  the  grapes,  and  carry  them  to  the 
inc-prcsses,  restrain  those  whom  they  meet  from  eating  of 
;  for  it  is  unjust,  out  of  envy,  to  hinder  those  that  desire 
to  partake  of  the  good  things  that  come  into  the  world 
rding  to  God's  will,  and  this  while  the  season  is  at  the 
ht,  and  is  hastening  away  as  it  pleases  God.  Nay,  if 
,  out  of  bashfulness,  are  unwilling  to  touch  these  fruits, 
them  be  encouraged  to  take  of  them;  1  mean,  those  that 
Israelites ;  as  if  they  were  themselves  the  owners  and 
5,  on  account  of  the  kindred  there  is  between  them, 
ay,  let  them  desire  men  that  come  from  other  countries,  to 
Rrtake  of  these  tokens  of  friendship  which  God  has  given 
in  their  proper  season :  for  that  is  not  to  be  deemed  as  idly 
But,  which  any  one  out  of  kindness  communicates  to 
>ther,  since  God  bestows  plenty  of  good  things  on  men, 
pt  only  for  themselves  to  reap  the  advantage,  but  also  to 
re  to  others  in  a  way  of  generosity ;  and  he  is  desirous,  by 
m  means,  to  make  known  to  others  his  peculiar  kindness  to 
people  of  Israel,  and  how  freely  he  communicates  happi- 
I  to  them,  while  they  abundantly  communicate  out  of  their 
'^vat  superfluities  to  even  these  foreigners  also.  But  for 
Jjim  that  acts  contrary  to  this  law,  let  him  be  beaten  with 
stripes  save  one^,  by  the  pubhc  executioner;  let  him 
idergo  this  punishment,  which  is  a  most  ignominious  one 
a  free  man,  and  this  because  he  was  such  a  slave  to  gain 
I  to  l»j  a  blot  upon  his  own  dignity ;  for  it  is  proper  for  you 
I  have  had  the  experience  of  the  afflictions  in  Egypti  and 


.        (Ttuaiiy  of  *  forty  umpe*  save  ouc,'  bere  ineDtiooed«  8.0(1  $  23,  wi»  live 
[  mAictcd  OQ  St.  Paul  bim&elf  by  ilic  Jvws,  2  Cor.  xi.  24. 
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of  those  in  the  wilderness,  to  make  provision  for  those 
rre  in  the  hke  circumstances  ;  and  while  you  have  now  ob- 
tained plenty  yourselves,  through  the  mercy  and  providence 
of  God,  to  distribote  of  t lie  same  plenty,  by  the  hke  sympathy, 
to  such  as  stand  in  need  of  it. 

2^.  Besides  those  two  tithes,  which  I  have  already  said  you 
are  to  pay  every  year,  the  one  for  the  Levites,  the  other  for 
the  festivals,  yon  are  to  bring  every  third  year  a  tithe  to  be 
distributed  to  those  that  want*;  to  women  also  that  are 
widows,  and  to  children  that  arc  orphans.  But  as  to  the  ripe 
fi-uits,  let  them  carry  that  which  is  ripe  first  of  all  unto  the 
temple ;  and  when  they  have  blessed  God  lor  that  land  which 
bare  them»  and  which  be  had  given  them  for  a  possession, 
when  they  have  also  oftered  those  sacrifices  which  the  law 
has  commanded  them  to  bring,  let  them  give  the  first-fruits 
to  the  priests.  But  when  any  one  halh  done  this,  and  hath 
brought  the  tithe  of  all  that  he  hath,  together  with  those 
first-lirnits  that  are  fur  the  Levites,  and  for  the  festivals,  and 
when  he  is  about  to  go  home,  let  him  stand  before  the  holy 
house,  and  return  thanks  to  God,  that  he  hath  delivered 
them  from  tlie  injurious  treatment  they  had  in  Egypt,  and 
hath  given  them  a  good  land,  ami  a  large,  and  lets  them  enjoy 
the  fruits  tliereof ;  and  when  he  hath  openly  testified  that  he 
hath  fully  paid  the  tithes  [and  other  dues]  according  to  the 
law^s  of  Moses,  let  him  entreat  God  that  he  will  be  ever 
mercitol  and  gracious  to  him ;  and  continue  so  to  be  to  all 
the  Hebrews,  both  by  preserving  the  good  things  which  he 
hath  already  given  them,  and  by  adding  what  it  is  still  in  his 
power  to  bestow  upon  them. 

23,  Let  the  Hebrews  marry,  at  the  age  fit  for  it,  virgins 
that  are  free,  and  born  of  good  parents.  And  be  that  does 
not  marry  a  virgin,  let  him  not  corrupt  another  nian*9  wife, 
and  marry  her,  nor  grieve  her  former  husband.  Nor  let  free 
men  marry  slaves,  although  their  afTections  should  strongly 
bias  any  of  them  so  to  do  ;  for  it  is  decent,  and  for  the  dignity 
of  the  persons  themselves,  to  govern  those  their  affections. 
And  further,  no  one  ought  to  marry  a  harlot,  whose  matri- 
monial oblations,  arising  from  the  prostitution  of  her  body, 
God  will  not  receive;  for  by  these  means  the  dispositions  of 
the  children  will  be  liberal  and  virtuous :  I  mean,  when  they 
are  not  born  of  base  parents,  and  of  the  lustful  conjunction 
of  such  as  marry  women  that  are  not  free.     If  any  one  has 


*  Joseph u^'s  pliLifi  and  eirpress  iaterpretation  of  this  law  of  Moses,  D«ut.  xiv, 
28,  29;  xxvi,  1  2.  See.  that  the  Jews  were  bouod  every  third  year  to  pay  three  tilhei, 
that  to  the  Lev  Lies »  that  for  sacriiic^s  at  Jerusalem »  and  this  for  the  indigcot,  ibe 
widow,  and  the  orphans,  is  fuJIy  conlinned  by  the  praclicc  of  good  old  J  obit,  even 
irhea  be  was  a  captive  at  A»yna,  against  the  opluiou  of  the  Rabbins.  l'obit>  ch.  i. 
ver.  6,  7,  8, 
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BBpoused  to  a  woman  as  to  a  virgin^  and  does  not  afler- 
find  her  so  to  be,  let  him  bring  hia  action,  and  accuse 
her,  and  let  him  make  use  of  snch  indications*  to  prove  his 
accusation  as  he  is  furnished  withal ;  and  let  the  father  or 
the  brother  of  the  damsel,  or  some  one  that  is  after  them 
nearest  of  kin  to  her,  defend  her.  If  the  damsel  obtain  a 
sentence  in  her  favour,  that  she  had  not  been  guilty,  let  her 
live  with  her  husband  that  accused  her;  and  let  him  not  have 

Sy  further  power  at  all  to  put  her  away,  unless  she  give  him 
ry  great  occasions  of  suspicion,  and  such  as  can  be  no  way 
contradicted.     But  for  him  that  brings  an  accusation  and 
Klumny  against  his  wife  in  an  impudent  and  rash  manner, 
him  be  punished  by  receiving  forty  stripes  save  one,  and 
him  pay  fifty  shekels  to  her  father:  but  if  the  damsel  be 
ivicted,  as  having  been  corrupted,  and  is  one  of  the  common 
>ple,  let  her  he  stoned,  because  she  did  not  preserve  her 
till  she  were  lawiully  married  ;  but  if  she  were  the 
jhter  of  a  priest,  let  her  be  burnt  alive.     If  any  one  has 
wives,  and  if  he  greatly  respect  and  be  kind  to  one  of 
ri,  either  out  of  his  affection  to  her,  or  for  herbeauty,  or  for 
me  other  reason,  while  the  other  is  of  less  esteem  with  him; 
ild  if  the  son  of  her  that  h  beloved  be  the  younger  by  birth 
1  another  born  of  the  other  wife,  but  endeavours  to  obtain 
fight  of  primogeniture  from  his  father's  kindness  to  his 
[)ther,  and  would  thereby  obtain  a  double  portion  of  his 
ther's  substance,  for  that  double  portion  is  what  I  have 
lotted  him  in  the  laws ;  let  not  this  be  permitted  ;  for  it  is 
bjuet,  that  he  who  is  the  elder  by  birth  should  be  deprived 
what  is  due  to  him,  on  the  father's  disposition  of  his  estate 
cause  his  mother  was  not  equally  regarded  by  him.     He 
it  hath  corrupted  a  damsel  espoused  to  another  man,  in 
e  he  had  her  consent,  let  both  him  and  her  be  put  to  death, 
they  are  both  equally  guilty ;    the  man  because  he  per- 
'.  the  woman  willingly  to  submit  to  a  most  impure  action, 
prefer  it  to  lawful  wedlock ;  the  woman  because  she 
srsuaded  to  yield  herself  to  be  corrupted,  either  for 
irure,  or  for  gain.     However,  if  a  man  light  on  a  woman 
I  she  is  alone,  and  forces  her,  where  nobody  was  present 
icome  to  her  assistance,  let  him  only  be  put  to  death*     Let 


These  tokens  of  virginity,  &s  ihe  Hebrew  ind  Septuagint  style  tbem*  Dent. 

,  \St  l^t  20.  §eem  to  me  very  different  from  what  our  later  laterpretertiuppose* 

jr  »ppear  rather  to  have  been  such  clo»e  lioen  garments  as  were  never  put  ofT 

jiD»,  after  1  certain  age»  till  they  were  married,  but  before  witnesMs,  and  which 

kil«  they  were  entire,  were  certain  evideoces  of  »uch  virginity,    See  these  Antifi. 

\  VII.  chip,  viii,  $  1;  2  Sam,  i^iii.  18;  Ua,  vi,  1.     Josephus  here  detennio«s 

itbiog  «rhat  were  these  particular  tokens  of  virginity  or  of  corruption  ;  perhapa  he 

aghc  ho  could  not  easily  describe  them  to  ihc  heathenii,  without  aaying  what 

^  ^'"hl  have  thought  a  breach  of  mode&ty  ;  which  ee«mifig  breach  of  modesty, 

i  always  wboH)  a^uid. 
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him  that  hath  corrupted  a  virgin  not  yet  espoused,  marry 
L  her;  but  if  the  father  of  the  damsel  be  not  wiUi?>  '  he 
I  should  be  his  wife,  let  him  pay  fifty  shekels  as  tl.  -  of 
I  her  prostitution.  He  that  desires  to  be  divorced  from  hifi 
wife  for  any  cause  whatsoever^,  and  many  such  causes  happeii 
among  men,  let  him  in  writing  give  assurance  that  be  wiH 
never  use  her  as  his  wife  any  more,  for  by  this  means  she 
may  be  at  liberty  to  marry  another  husband,  although  before 
I  this  bill  of  divorce  be  given  she  is  not  to  be  permitted  so  to 
I  do  :  but  if  8he  be  misused  by  him  also,  or  if,  when  he  is  dead, 
I  her  first  husband  would  marry  her  again,  it  shall  not  be  law- 
[  ful  for  her  to  return  to  hira.  If  a  woman's  husband  die,  and 
I  leave  her  without  chihlren,  let  his  brother  marry  her;  and 
I  let  him  call  the  son  that  is  born  to  him  by  his  brother  s  name, 
I  and  educate  him  as  thelielr  of  his  inheritance;  for  this  pro- 
I  cedure  will  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  public,  because  thereby 
I  families  will  not  tail,  and  the  estate  will  continue  among  the 
[  kindred:  and  this  will  be  for  the  solace  of  wives  under  their 
I  affliction,  that  they  are  to  be  married  to  the  next  relations  of 
I  their  former  husbandn.  But  if  the  brother  will  not  marry 
Lher,  let  the  woman  come  before  the  senate,  and  protest  openly 
i  that  this  brother  will  not  admit  her  for  his  wife,  but  will  m- 
r  jure  the  memory  of  his  deceased  brother,  while  she  is  willing 
I  to  continue  in  the  family,  and  to  bear  him  children  :  and  when 
tthe  senate  have  inquired  of  him,  for  what  reason  it  is  that 
whe  is  averse  to  this  marriage,  whether  he  gives  a  bad  or  a 
kgood  reason,  the  matter  must  come  to  this  issue,  that  the 
■  woman  shall  loose  the  sandals  of  the  brother,  and  shall  spit 
fin  his  face,  and  say,  **  he  deserves  this  reproachful  treatment 
[from  her,  as  having  injured  the  memory  of  tlie  deceased.** 
^And  then  let  him  go  away  out  of  the  senate,  and  bear  this 
t reproach  upon  him  all  his  lifelong;  and  let  her  marry  to 
I  whom  she  pleases,  of  such  as  seek  her  in  marriage.  But  now, 
r  if  any  lake  captive,  either  a  virgin,  or  one  that  hath  been 
I  married  %  and  has  a  mind  to  marry  her,  let  him  not  be  allowed 
Ho  bring  her  to  bed  to  him,  or  to  live  with  her  as  his  wife, 
k  before  she  hath  her  head  shaven,  and  hath  put  on  her 
Ifnourning  habit,  and  lamented  her  relations  and  friends  that 
I'were  slain  in  the  battle,  that  by  this  means  she  may  give  vent 
I  to  her  sorrow  for  them,  atid  after  that  may  betake  herself  to 
I  feasting  and  matrimony  ;  for  it  is  good  for  him  that  takes  a 
woman  in  order  to  have  children  by  her,  to  be  complaisant 

I     *»  These  words  of  Joseph U5  are  very  like  those  of  the  Pharisees  lo  our  Saviour 
|%pon  this  very  subject ,  Matth.  xix.  4.     *'  Is  it  lawful  for  a  mao  to  put  iwfty  bi» 
f^ifc  for  every  catitet'* 
r     *^  Here  it  is  supporad»  th«it  tht<^  captive*s  husbtitid,  if  she  were  before  a  lotfricd 

wouiau,  wns  dead  before,  or  rather  was  sljiio  in  this  very  bsUJe  j  olherwiae  it  would 

have  hccn  adultery  m  huu  that  married  her. 
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to  her  inclinations,  and  not  merely  to  pursue  his  own  pleasure 
,  ^irhile  he  hath  no  regard  to  what  is  agreeable  to  her.  But 
"'  rhen  thirty  days  are  past,  as  the  time  of  mourning,  for  so 
ay  are  sufficient  to  prudent  persons  for  lamenting  the 
i»t  friends,  then  let  them  proceed  to  the  marriage;  but 
case,  when  he  hath  satisfied  his  hist,  he  be  too  proud  to 
retain  her  for  Iiis  wife,  let  him  not  have  it  in  his  power  to 
make  her  a  slave,  but  let  her  go  away  whither  she  pleases, 
^AJtd  have  that  privilege  of  a  free  woman. 
^L  24.  As  to  those  young  men  that  despise  their  parents, 
fpiind  do  not  pay  them  honour,  but  ofier  them  afifronts,  either 
^ibecauae  they  are  ashamed  of  them,  or  think  themselves  wiser 
than  they,  in  the  hrst  place,  let  their  parents  admonish  them 

»iii  words  (for  they  are  by  nature  of  authority  sufficient  for 
.becoming  their  judges),  and  let  them  say  thus  to  them  : 
^  that  they  cohabited  together,  not  ft>r  the  sake  of  pleasure, 
nor  for  the  augmentation  of  their  riches,  by  joining  both 

Bheir  stocks  together,  but  that  they  might  have  children,  to 
ake  care  of  them  in  their  old  age,  and  might  by  them  have 
what  they  then  should  want/'  And  say  further  to  him, 
"ibat  when  thou  wast  born,  we  took  thee  up  with  gladness, 
and  gave  God  tlie  greatest  thanks  for  thee,  and  brought  thee 
up  with  great  care,  and  spared  for  nothing  that  appeared 
use^I  for  thy  preservation,  and  for  thy  instruction  in  what 
wms  most  excellent.  And  now,  since  it  is  reasonable  to 
forgive  the  sins  of  those  that  are  young,  let  it  suffice  thee 
to  have  given  so  many  indications  of  thy  contempt  of  us ; 
retoTW  thyself,  and  act  more  wisely  for  the  time  to  come; 
onsidering  that  God  is  displeased  with  those  that  are 
"ent  towards  their  parents,  because  he  is  himself  the 
her  of  the  whole  race  of  mankind,  and  seems  to  bear  part 
<thiit  dishonour  which  falls  upon  those  that  have  the 
name,  when  they  do  not  meet  with  due  returns  from 
their  cliildren*  And  on  such  the  law  inflicts  inexorable 
ptmishment ;  of  which  punishment  may  est  thou  never  have 
experience!**  Now  if  the  insolence  of  young  men  be 
thus  cured,  let  them  escape  the  reprtjach  which  tlieir  former 
rrora  deserved;  for  by  this  means  the  lawgiver  will  appear 
ito  be  good,  and  parents  happy,  wliile  they  never  behold, 
either  tt  son  or  a  daughter  brought  to  punishment.  But  if 
ti  happen  that  these  words  and  instructions,  conveyed  by 
ibem  in  order  to  reclaim  the  man,  appear  to  be  useless, 
then  the  offender  renders  the  laws  implacable  enemies  to 
the  inieolence  he  has  offi:?red  his  parents;  let  him  therefore 
be  brought  forth'',  by  these  very  parents,  out  of  the  city. 


^  8ec  Hefod  the  CIreat  insisliny  on  the  execution  of  this  law,  wilh  rqlatton  lolwo 
of  hkoWQ  toos,  before  the  jud{,'cft  ai  Ueryius,  Aniiq.  B«  XVI*  chu[i.  xi.  §2, 
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I  with  a  multitude  following  him,  and  let  him  be  stoned ;  aitd 
I  wlien  he  has  continued  there  for  one  whole  day,  that  all  the 
I  people  may  see  him,  let  him  be  buried  in  the  night.  And 
I  thus  it  is  that  we  bury  all  whom  the  laws  condemn  to  die, 
I  upon  any  account  whatsoever.  Let  our  enemies  tliat  fall 
I  in  battle  be  also  buried ;  nor  let  any  one  dead  body  lie  above 
'  the  ground,  or   suffer  a   punishment  beyond  what  justicse 

requires* 

I       25.  Let  no  one  lend  to  any  one  of  the  Hebrews  upon 

I  usury,  neither  usury  of  what  is  eaten  or  what  is  drunken, 

■  •for  it  is  not  just  to  make  advantage  of  the  misfortunes  of 

l^one  of  thy  own   countrymen;    but  when   thou  hast   been 

I  Assistant  to  his  necessities^  think  it  thy  gain,  if  thou  obtainest 

Mheir  gratitude  to  thee;  and  withal  that  reward  which  will 

Icome  to  thee  from  God,  for  thy  humanity  towards  him. 

1      26,  Those  who  have  borrowed  either  silver  or  any  sort 

I  of  fruits,  whether  dry  or  wet  (I  mean  this,  when  the  JewHuh 

I  affairs  shall,  by  the  blessing  of  God,  be  to  their  own  mind), 

l-let  the  borrowers  bring  them  again,  and  restore  them  with 

||»leasure  to  those  who  lent  them;  laying  them  up,  as  it  were^ 

Im  their  own  treasuries,  and  justly  expecting  to  receive  them 

Mhence,  if  they  shall  want  them  again.     But  if  they  be  witb- 

lf>ut  shame,  and  do  not  restore  it,  let  not  the  lender  go  to  the 

^borrower's  house,  and  take  a  pledge  himself  before  judgment 

be  given  concerning  it ;  but  let  him  recjuire  the  pledge,  and 

let  the  debtor  bring  it  of  himself,  without  the  least  opposittoa 

to  him  that  comes  upon  him  under  the  protection  of  the  law. 

And  if  he  that  gave  the   pledge  be  rich,  let  the  creditor 

retain  it  till  what  he  lent  be  paid  him  again  ;  but  if  he  b« 

poor,  let  him  that  takeni  it,  return  it  before  the  going  down 

of  the  sun,  especially  if  the  pledge  be  a  garment,  that  the 

debtor  may  have  it  for  a  covering  in  his  sleep,  God  himself 

naturally  showing  mercy  to  the  poor.     It  is  also  not  lawful 

to  take  a  millstone,  nor  any  utensil  thereto  belonging,  for  A. 

pledge,  that  the  debtors  may  not  be  deprived  of  instruments 

to  get  their  food  withal,  and  lest  they  be  undone  by  their 

necessity, 

27.  Let  death  be  the  punishment  for  stealing  a  man ;  hut 
he  that  hath  purloined  gold  or  silver,  let  him  pay  doubJew 
If  any  one  kill  a  man  that  is  steahng  something  out  of  his 
house,  let  him  be  esteemed  guiltless,  although  the  man 
were  only  breaking  in  at  the  wall.  Let  him  that  hath 
stolen  cattle  pay  four-fold  what  is  lost,  excepting  the  case 
of  an  o\,  for  which  let  the  thief  pay  five-fold.  Let  him 
that  is  so  poor  that  he  cannot  pay  what  mulct  is  laid  upcNd 
him,  be  his  servant  to  whom  he  was  adjudged  to  pay  it, 

28,  If  any  one  be  sold  to  one  of  his  own  nation,  let  hhn 
serve  him  six  years,  and  on  the  seventh  let  him  gu  free. 


lAP,  VIM.]    ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS,        SSS 

lut  if  he  have  a  son  by  a  woman-servant  in  his  purchaser*s 
[itise,  and  if,  on  account  of  his  good -will  to  his  master,  and 
natural  afteclion  to  his  wife  and  children,  he  will  be  his 
pn-ant  still,  let  him  be  set  free  only  at  the  coming  of  the 
&ar  of  jubilee,  which  is  the  fiftieth  year,  and  let  him  then 
lice  away  with  him  his  children  and  wife,  and  let  them  be 
ee  also. 

20,   If  any  one  find  gold  or  silver  in  the  road,  let  him 

jBire  after  him  that  lost  it,  and  make  proclamation  of  the 

fhere  he  found  it,  and  then  restore  it  to  him  again, 

not  thinking  it  right  to  make  his  own  profit  by  the  loss 

another.     And  the  same  rule  is  to  be  observed  in  cattle 

mnd  to  have  wandered  away  into  a  lonely  place.     If  the 

rner  be  not  presently  discovered,  let  him  that  is  the  finder 

eep  it  with  himself,  and  appeal  to  God,  that  he  has  not 

irloined  what  belongs  to  another, 

SO,  It  is  not  lawful  to  pass  by  any  beast  that  is  in  distress 
^hen  in  a  storm  it  is  fallen  down  in  the  mire,  but  to  endea- 
»ur  to  preserve  it,  as  having  a  sympathy  with   it  in  its 
in. 

Si*  It  is  also  a  duty  to  show  the  roads  to  those  who  do 
7t  know  them,  and   not  to  esteem  it  a  matter  for  sport, 
^hen  we  hinder  others'  advantages,  by  setting  them  in  a 
rong  way, 

Sii.  In  like  manner  let  no  one  revile  a  person  blind  or 
_diinib* 

,  If  men  strive  together,  and  there  be  no  instrument  of 

^n,  let  him  that  is  smitten  be  avenged   immediately,  by 

licting  the  same  punishment  on  him  that  smote  him;  but 

rhon  he  is  carried  home  he  lie  sick  many  days,  and  then 

te,  let  him  that  smote  him  escape  punishment ;  but  if  he 

ftt  is  smitten  escape  death,  and  yet  be  at  great  expense 

hi»  cure,  the    smiter  shall  pay  for  all  that  has  been 

aded  during  the  time  of  his  sickness,  and  for  all  that 

paid  the  physician.     He  that  kicks  a  woman  with 

Id,  8o  that  the  woman  miscarry  *,  let  him  pay  a  fine  in 

:)ney,  as  the  judges  shall  determine,  as  having  diminished 

multitude  by  the  destruction  of  what  was  in  her  womb ; 

let  money  also  be  given  the  woman's  husband  by  him 

kicked  her;  but  if  she  die  of  the  stroke,  let  him  also 


Philo  ind  otben  appear  to  have  understood  this  law,  E\od.  xxi,  22,  23.  better 

Q  Jo^epttus,  who  seemst  to  allow,  that  though  the  iofaot  in  the  moiher's  womb, 

ea  Jifler  the  mother  were  quick,  and  so  the  infant  bad  a  rational  &oul.  were  litled 

f  tiM  «Utik«  upon  the  mother,  yet  if  the  mother  escaped,  the  offender  should  onlj 

■  \  Dot  put  to  death  i  while  the  law  teeois  ratner  to  mean,  that  if  ihp  infant 

be  killed,  though  the  mother  escape,  the  oifcnder  must  be  put  to  death; 

J  when  the  mother  i§  killed,  as  Joseph  us  understood  it.     It  seems  thb 

( tipoaition  of  the  Pharisees  in  the  days  of  Josephus. 
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be  put  to  death,  the  law  judging  it  equitable  tliat  life  shouM 
go  for  life. 

34.  Let  no  one  of  the  Israelites  keep  any  poison  that  tnaj 
cause  death',  or  any  other  harm;  but  if  he  be  caught  witk 
it,  let  him  be  put  to  death,  and  suffer  the  very  same  mischief 
that  he  would  have  brought  upon  them  for  whom  the  poison 
was  prepared. 

35.  He  that  maimeth  any  one,  let  him  undergo  the  like 
himself,  and  be  deprived  of  the  same  member  of  which  he 
hath  deprived  the  other,  unless  he  that  is  maimed  will  accept 
of  money  instead  of  it  < ;  for  the  law  makes  the  sufferer  the 

t'udge  of  the  value  of  what  he  hath  suffered,  and  permits 
lim  to  estimate  it,  unless  he  will  be  more  severe. 

36.  Let  him  that  is  the  owner  of  an  ox  which  pusheth 
with  his  horn,  kill  him :  but  if  he  pushes  and  ^ores  any  one 
in  the  threshing-floor,  let  him  be  put  to  death  by  stoningy 
and  let  him  not  be  thought  fit  for  food :  but  if  his  owner  be 
convicted  as  having  known  what  his  nature  was,  and  hath 
not  kept  him  up,  let  him  also  be  put  to  death,  as  being  the 
occasion  of  the  ox's  having  killed  a  man.  But  if  the  ox  have 
killed  a  man-servant,  or  a  maid-servant,  let  him  be  stoned; 
and  let  the  owner  of  the  ox  pay  thirty  shekels^  to  the  master 
of  him  that  was  slain :  but  if  it  be  an  ox  that  is  thus  sraittea 
and  killed,  let  both  the  oxen,  that  which  smote  the  other, 
and  that  which  was  killed,  be  sold,  and  let  the  owners  of 
them  divide  their  price  between  them. 

37.  Let  those  that  dig  a  well  or  a  pit,  be  careful  to  lay 
planks  over  them,  and  so  keep  them  shut  up,  not  in  order 
to  hinder  any  persons  from  drawing  water,  but  that  then 
may  be  no  danger  of  falling  into  them:  but  if  any  one*i 
beast  fall  into  such  a  well  or  pit  thus  digged  and  not  shut 
up,  and  perish,  let  the  owner  pay  its  price  to  the  owner 
of  the  beast.  Let  there  be  a  battlement  round  the  tops  of 
your  houses  instead  of  a  wall,  that  may  prevent  any  persons 
from  rolling  down  and  perishing. 

38.  Let  him  that  has  received  any  thing  in  trust  for 
another,  take  care  to  keep  it  as  a  sacred  and  divine  thing; 
and  let  no  one  invent  any  contrivance,  whereby  to  deprive 
him  that  hath  intrusted  it  with  him  of  the  same,  and  this 
whether  he  be  a  man  or  a  woman ;  no,  not  although  he  or 
she  were  to  gain  an  immense  sum  of  gold,  and  this  where 

'  What  we  render  a  witch,  according  to  our  modem  notions  of  witchcraft,  Eiod. 
zxii.  18.  Philo  and  Josephus  understood  of  a  poisoner,  of  one  who  attempted  by 
secret  and  unlawful  drugs  or  philtra  to  take  away  the  senses  or  the  lives  of  men. 

V  This  permission  of  redeeming  this  penalty  with  money  is  not  in  oar  copies, 
Exod.  xxi.  24,  25 ;  Lev.  xziv.  20  ;  Deut.  xix.  21. 

^  We  may  here  note,  that  thirty  shekels,  the  price  our  Saviour  was  sold  for  by 
Judas  to  the  Jews,  Matth.  xxvi.  15;  xxvii.3;  was  the  old  value  of  a  boughttervaat 
or  slave  among  that  people. 
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cannot  be  convicted  of  it  by  anybody ;  for  it  is  fit  that  a 
in's  own  conscience,  which  knows  what  he  hath,  should  in 
1  caseSj  obUge  him  to  do  well.  Let  this  conscience  be  his 
Alness,  and  make  him  always  act  so  as  may  procure  him 
commendation  from  others ;  hut  let  him  chietty  have  regard 
to  God,  from  whom  no  M'icked  man  can  He  concealed  :  but 
if  he  in  whom  the  trust  was  reposed,  without  any  deceit  of 
his  own,  lose  what  he  was  intrusted  withal,  let  him  come 
before  the  seven  judges*  and  swear  by  God,  that  nothing 
hath  been  lost  willingly,  or  with  a  wicked  intention,  and  that 
huth  not  made  use  of  any  part  thereof,  and  so  let  him 
part  without  blame;  but  if  he  hath  made  use  of  the  least 
rt  of  what  was  committed  to  him,  and  it  be  lost,  let  him 
condemned  to  repay  all  that  he  had  received.  After  the 
ne  manner  as  in  these  trusts,  it  is  to  be,  if  any  one  defraud 
that  undergo  bodily  labour  for  him.  And  let  it  be 
rays  remembered,  that  we  are  not  to  defraud  a  poor  man 
[bis  wages;  as  being  sensible  that  God  has  allotted  that 
Bs  to  him  instead  of  land,  and  other  possessions;  nay» 
|i  payment  is  not  at  all  to  be  delayed,  but  to  be  made  I  hat 
ry  day,  since  God  is  not  willing  to  deprive  the  labourer  of 
immediate  use  of  what  he  hath  laboured  for. 

You  are  not  to  punish  children  for  the  faults  of  their 
lISp  but  on  account  of  their  own  virtue  rather  to  vouch- 
!e  them  commiseration,  because  they  were  burn  of  wicked 
parents,  than  luitred,  because  they  were  bom  of  bad  ones  : 
nor  indeed  ought  we  to  impute  the  sin  of  children  to  their 
Tiers,  while  young  persons  indulge  themselves  in  many 
ACtices  different  from  what  they  had  been  instructed  in, 
'  thi«  by  their  proud  refusal  of  such  instruction. 

Let  those  that  have  made  themselves  eunuchs  be  had 
detestation ;  and  do  you  avoid  any  conversation  with 
em  who  have  deprived  themselves  of  their  manhood,  and 
of  that  fruit  of  generation  which  God  has  given  to  men  for 
^Ibe  increase  of  their  kind  :  let  such  be  driven  away,  as  if 
^pey  had  killed  their  children,  since  they  beforehand  have 
^B|t  what  should  procure  them ;  for  evident  it  is,  that  while 
^Uir  soul  is  become  effeminate,  they  have  withal  transfused 
that  effeminacy  to  their  body  also.  In  like  manner  do  you 
Bat  all  that  is  of  a  monstrous  nature  when  it  in  looked  on; 
is  it  lawful  to  geld  either  men  or  any  other  animals '. 
■I.  Let  this  be  the  constitution  of  your  political  laws  iu 
ae  of  peace,  and  God  will  be  so  merciful  as  to  preserve 


•  Ttjtt  Hip  igHinst  castration,  even  of  brutes,  is  said  to  be  so  n^orou*  elsewhere, 
irtithon  him  Ihal  does  il;  which  seems  only  a  Pharisaical  mterprclatioo 
)  Joseph  us  of  thai  law,  Lev.  xxi.  20.  and  %%\u  "24  :  only  we  tnay  heoce 
,  runt  the  Jews  could  then  have  no  oxen  which  are  gelt,  but  only  bulls  and 
i  J«dea* 
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this  excellent  settlement  free  from  disturbance:  uid  may 
that  time  never  come  which  may  innovate  any  thing,  atid 
change  it  for  the  contrary.     But  since  it  must  needs  hiip|)en 
that   mankind  fall   into    troubles  and   dangers,  either  un- 
designedly, or  intentionally,  come  let  us  make  a  few  con- 
stitutions concerning  them,  that  so  being  apprised  before- 
hand \^  hat  ought  to  be  done,  you  may  have  salutary  counseb 
ready  when  you  want  them,  and  may  not  then  be  obliged  to 
go  to  seek  what  is  to  he  done,  and  so  be  unprovided,  and 
fall  into  dangerous  circumstances.     May  you  be  a  laborious 
people,  and  exercise  your  souls  in  virtuous  actions,  «nd 
thereby  possess  and  inherit  the  land  without  wars ;  whiW 
neither  any  foreigners  make  war  upon  it*  and  so  aiDict  you, 
nor  any  internal  sedition  seize  upon  it,  whereby  you  may  do 
things  that  are  contrary  to  your  fathers,  and  so  lose  the 
laws  which  they  have  established.     And  may  you  continue 
in  the  observation  of  those  laws  which  God  hath  approved 
of,   and  hath  delivered  to  you.     Let   all   sort  of  warlike 
operations,  whether  they  befall  you  now  in  your  own  time, 
or  hereafter  in  the  times  of  your  posterity,  be  done  out  of 
your  own  borders :  but  when  you  are  about  to  go  to  war, 
send  anibassages  and  heralds  to  those  who  are  your  volun- 
tary enemies,  for  it  is  a  right  thing  to  make  use  of  words  to 
them  before  you  come  to  your  weapons  of  war;  and  assare 
them  thereby,  that  although  you  have  a  numerous  ariiiVf 
with  horses  and  weapons,  and  above  these,  a  God  mercifiil 
to  you,  and  ready  to  assist  you.  you  do  however  desire  them 
not  to  compel  you  to  fight  against  them,  nor  to  take  from 
them  what  they  have,  which  will  indeed  be  our  gain,  but 
what  they  will  have  no  reason  to  wish  we  should  take  to 
ourselves.     And  if  they  hearken  to  you,  it  will  be  proper 
for  you  to  keep  peace  with  them;  but  if  they  trust  on  their 
own  strength  superior  to  yours,  and  will  not  do  you  justice, 
lead  your  army  against  them,  making  use  of  God  as  yoar 
supreme  commander,  but  ordaining  for  a  lieutenant  undfr 
liim,  one  that  is  of  the  greatest  courage  among  you:  fiMf 
these  different  commanders,  besides  their  being  an  obstacle 
to  actions  that  are  to  be  done  on  the  sudden,  are  a  disad- 
vantage to  those  that  make  use  of  them.     I^ead  an  army 
pure,  and  of  chosen   men,  composed  of  all  such  as  have 
extraordinary  strength  of  body,  and  hardiness  of  soul;  but 
do  you  send  away  the  timorous  part,  lest  they  run  away  in 
the  time  of  action,  and  so  atlord  an  advantage  to  your  enemies 
Do  you  also  give  leave  to  those  that  have  lately  built  them 
houses,  and  have  not  yet  lived  in  them  a  year's  time ;  and 
to  those  that  have  plante<i  them  vineyards,  and  have  not  yet 
been  partakers  of  their  fruits ;   to  continue  in   their  own 
country ;  as  well  as  those  also  who  have  betrothed^  or  lately 
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tried  tliem  wives,  lest  they  have  such  an  affection  for  these 
^  that  they  be  too  sparing  of  their  hves,  and,  hy  reserving 
Bplves   for   these  enjoyments,   they  become  voluntary 
Kls  (on  account  of  their  wives). 
42-  When  you  have  pitclied  your  camp,  take  care  that 
you  do  nothing  that  is  cruel.     And  when  you  are  engaged 
m  a  siege,   and   want  timber  for    the   making   of  warlike 
ti^gineSf  do  not  you  render  the  land  naked  by  cutting  down 

Cl^s  tliat  bear  fruity  but  spare  them,  as  considering  that 
y  were  made  fur  the  benefit  of  men ;  and  that  if  they 
Id  speak,  they  would  have  a  just  plea  against  you, 
bteattse,  though  they  are  not  occasions  of  the  war,  they 
are  unjustly  treated,  and  suffer  in  it ;  and  would,  if  they 
were  able,  remove  themselves  into  another  land.  When 
you  have  beaten  your  enemies  in  battle,  slay  those  that  have 
foiight  against  you;  but  preserve  the  others  alivc«  that  they 
ly  pay  you  tribute,  excepting  the  nation  of  the  Canaanites, 
to  that  people  you  must  entirely  destroy  them. 
Take  care,  especially  in  your  battles,  that  no  woman 
the  habit  of  a  man,  nor  man  the  garment  of  a  woman. 

This  was  the  form  of  political  government  which  was 
u«  by  Moses*     Moreover  he  had  delivered  laws  in  writ- 
tn  the  fortieth  year  (after  they  came  out  of  Egypt), 
ning  which  we  will  discourse  in  another  book.     But 
on  the  following  days  (for  he  called  them  to  assemble 
itiQually),  he  delivered  blessings  to  them,  and  curses  upon 
^kose  that  should  not  Hve  according  to  the  laws,  but  should 

titsgress  the  duties  that  were  delermiiied  for  them  to  ob- 
fe.  After  this,  he  read  to  them  a  poetic  song,  which  was 
nposed  in  hexameter  verse;  and  left  it  to  them  in  the 
holy  book  '  it  contained  a  prediction  of  what  was  to  come 
to  pass  afterward.  Agreeably  whereto  all  things  have  hap- 
pened all  along,  and  do  still  happen  to  usj  and  wherein  he 
ham  not  at  all  deviated  from  the  truth.  Accordingly  he  de- 
Kf««d  these  books  to  the  priests ^  with  the  ark;  into  which 
he  also  put  the  ten  comniandments,  written  in  two  tables* 
He  delivered  to  them  the  tabernacle  also;  and  exhorted 
the  people,  that  when  they  had  ctmquered  the  land,  and 
wero  settled  in  it,  they  should  not  forget  the  injuries  of  the 
Aflnfekites»  but  make  war  against  them,  and  inflict  punish- 
ment upon  them  for  what  mischief  they  did  them  when  they 
Pe  in  Uie  wilderness:  and  that  when  they  had  got  pos- 
lion  of  the  land  of  the  Canaanites,  and  when  they  had 
troyed  the  whole  multitude  of  its  inhabitants,  as  they 

*  These  liw»  «eeni  to  be  those  above  mentioned,  M^  of  this  chapter. 
~    liU  l»fn  were  now  delivered  to  the  pne«ts>  see  the  tioleoa  Antiq«  B,  HI. 
l.»7. 
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ought  to  do,  tliey  should  erect  an  altar  that  should  face  the 
rismg  sun,  not  far  from  the  city  of  Shechein,  between  the^ 
two  moimt^ins^  that  of  Gerizzim  situate  on  the  right  handt^ 
and  that  called  Ebal  on  the  leffc;  and  that  the  army  should 
be  so  divided,  that  six  tribes  should  stand  upon  each  of  the 
two  mountains;,  and  witli  them  the  Levites  and  the  priests. 
And  that  tirgt,  tliose  that  were  upon  mount  Gerizsrim 
should  pray  for  the  best  blessings  upon  those  who  were 
diligent  about  the  worship  of  God,  and  the  observations  ol 
his  laws,  and  who  did  not  reject  what  Moses  had  said  tQ 
them ;  M'hile  the  other  wished  them  all  manner  of  happiness 
also :  and  when  these  last  put  up  the  Uke  prayers,  the 
former  praised  them*  After  this,  curses  were  denounced 
upon  those  that  should  transgress  those  laws,  they  answer- 
ing one  another  alternately,  by  way  of  confirmation  of  what 
had  been  said.  Moses  also  wrote  their  blessings,  and  their 
curses,  that  they  might  learn  them  so  thoroughly,  that  tiiey 
might  never  be  forgotten  by  length  of  time.  And  when  he 
was  ready  to  die,  he  wrote  these  blessings  and  curses,  upon 
the  altar  on  each  side  of  it"' ;  where  he  says  also  the  people 
stood,  and  then  sacrificed  and  offered  burnt-offerinp ; 
though  after  that  day  they  never  offered  upon  it  any  alher 
sacrifice,  for  it  was  not  lawful  so  to  do.  These  are  tbe 
constitutions  of  Moses  ;  and  the  Hebrew  nation  still  life 
according  to  them. 

45*  On  the  next  day,  Moses  called  the  people  togetliCTi 
with  the  women  and  cliildren,  to  a  congregation,  so  as  tlitf 
very  slaves  were  present  also,  that  they  might  engage  ifaem*' 
selves  to  the  observation  of  these  laws  by  oath;  and  thati 
duly  considering  the  meaning  of  God  in  them,  they  might 
not,  either  for  favour  of  their  kindred,  or  out  of  fear  of  aojf 
one,  or  indeed  for  any  motive  whatsoever,  think  any  thing 
ought  to  be  preferred  to  these  laws,  and  so  might  transglfit 
them :  that  in  case  any  one  of  their  own  blood,  or  any  dlyf 
should  attempt  to  confound  or  dissolve  their  constitutioo 
of  government,  they  should  take  vengeance  upon  them,  both 
all  in  general,  and  each  person  in  particular ;  and  wbea 
they  had  conquered  them,  should  overturn  their  cttv  to  tte 
very  foundations,  and,  if  possible,  should  not  leave  tiie  least 
footsteps  of  such  madness  :  but  that  if  they  were  not  able 
to  take  such  vengeance,  they  should  still  demonstrate  thai 
what  was  done  was  contrary  to  their  wills.  So  the  multi" 
tude  bound  themselves  by  oath  so  to  do. 

46.  Moses  taught  them  also  by  what  means  their  sacrifices 


*  or  lh«  exact  place  where  tbis  aliar  wu  to  b«  built,  whether  nearer  motit 
Geruiim  or  mount  Ebal*  accordinr  to  Josepbuft,  sec  Eitay  on  tliei  Old  Te^Umeol 

p    168— 171, 
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inight  be  the  most  acceptable  to  God  ;  aotl  how  tbey  should 
go  forth  to  war,  making  use  of  the  stones  (hi  the  high- 
priest  s  breast-plate)  for  their  direction  °,  as  I  have  before 
signified,  Joshua  also  prophecied  while  Mosets  was  pre- 
sent. And  when  Moses  had  recapitulated  whatsoever  he 
had  done  tor  the  preservation  of  the  people,  both  in  their 
wars  and  in  peace,  and  had  composed  them  a  body  of  laws, 
<and  procured  them  an  excellent  form  of  government,  he 
foretold,  as  God  had  declared  to  him,  "  that  if  they  trans- 
gressed that  institution  for  the  worship  of  God,  they  should 
experience  the  following  miseries :  their  land  should  be  full 
of  weapons  of  war  from  their  enemies*  and  their  cities  should 
be  overthrown,  and  their  temple  should  be  burnt ;  that 
they  should  be  sold  for  slaves,  to  such  men  as  would  have 
no  pity  on  them  in  their  afflictions :  that  they  would  then 
repent,  when  that  repentance  would  no  way  profit  them 
under  their  sufferings.  Yet,  said  he,  will  that  God  who 
founded  your  nation^  restore  your  cities  to  your  citizens^ 
with  their  temple  also ;  and  you  shall  lose  these  advantages, 
not  once  only,  but  often/* 

47*  Now  when  Moses  had  encouraged  Joshua  to  lead  out 
the  army  against  the  Canaanites,  by  telling  him  that  God 
would  as:?ist  him  in  all  his  undertakings,  and  had  blessed 
the  whole  multitude,  he  said*  "  Since  I  am  going  to  my 
forefathers,  and  God  has  determined  that  this  should  he 
the  day  of  my  departure  to  them,  I  return  hhn  thanks  while 
I  am  still  alive,  and  present  with  you,  for  that  providence 
he  hath  exercised  over  you,  which  hath  not  only  delivered 
us  from  the  miseries  we  lay  under,  but  hath  bestowed  a 
state  of  prosperity  upon  us ;  as  also,  that  he  hath  assisted 
me  in  the  pains  I  took,  and  in  all  the  contrivances  I  had  in 
my  care  about  you,  in  order  to  better  your  condition,  and 
hath  on  all  occasions  showed  himself  favourable  to  us  j  or 
rather  he  it  was  who  first  conducted  our  affairs,  and  brought 
them  to  a  happy  conclusion,  by  making  use  of  me  as  a  vica- 
rious general  under  him,  and  as  a  minister  in  those  matters 
wherein  he  was  willing  to  do  you  good :  on  which  account 
I  think  it  proper  to  bless  that  divine  power  which  will  take 
care  of  you  for  the  time  to  come,  and  this  in  order  to  repay 
the  debt  which  I  owe  him,  and  to  leave  behind  me  a  memo- 
rial that  we  are  obliged  to  worship  and  honour  him,  and  to 
keep  those  laws  which  are  the  most  excellent  gift  of  all 

"  Dr.  Bernard  well  observes  Uere,  how  tiafortunate  this  neglect  of  consulting 
Ihe  Urim  was  to  Jothua  hijutelf  in  the  case  of  the  Gibeooiles*  who  put  a  iTicIt 
upon  him,  and  ensnared  himt  together  with  the  rest  of  the  Jewish  rulirrSj  with  a 
solemn  otith  to  preserve  Ihemi  contrary  to  his  commlstioQ  to  extirpate  all  the 
Cftnaaniteft  root  and  branch ;  which  oath  Ke  and  the  other  rulers  never  Jurst 
bmik.  S«e  Scripture  Politici,  p.  d5«  56 :  and  this  suaro  they  were  brought  inlo« 
because  they  ''  did  not  ftsk  counsel  at  the  mouth  of  the  f.ord.*      Josh.  ii.  14. 
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those  he  hath  already  bestowed  upon  us,  or  which,  if 
cnntiniie  favourable  to  us,  he  will  bestow  upon  us  hereafter. 
Certainly  a  Immau  legislator  is  a  terrible  enemy,  when  hii  ^ 
laws  are  affionted,  and  are  made  to  no  purpose.  And  may 
you  never  experience  that  displeasure  of  God  which  will  be 
the  consequence  of  the  neglect  of  these  his  laws,  which  he^] 
who  is  your  Creator,  hath  given  you," 

48.  When  Moses  had  s^ioken  thus  at  the  end  of  his  Ufe|| 
and  had  foretold  what  would  befall  to  every  one  of  theirl 
tribes  afterward*  with  the  addition  of  a  blessing  to  themVl 
the  multitude  fell  into  tears,  insomuch,  that  even  the  wonieii|.| 
by  beating  their  breasts,  made  manifest  the  deep  concerg 
they  had  when  he  was  about  to  die.  The  children  alsQJ 
lamented  still  more,  as  not  able  to  contain  their  grief;  and] 
thereby  declared,  that  even  at  their  age  they  were  sensible ] 
of  his  virtue,  and  mighty  deeds;  ami  truly  there  seemed  te 
be  a  strife  between  the  young  and  the  old,  who  should  inoei 
grieve  for  him.  The  old  grieved,  because  they  knew  whtl 
a  careful  protector  they  were  to  be  deprived  of,  and  so 
lamented  their  future  state  ;  but  the  young  grieved,  not  only 
for  that,  but  also  because  it  so  happened  that  they  were  to 
be  left  by  him  before  they  had  well  tasted  of  his  virtue^ 
Now  one  may  make  a  guess  at  the  excess  of  this  sorrow  and 
lamentation  of  the  multitude,  from  what  happened  to  the 
legislator  himself;  for  although  he  was  always  persuaded 
that  he  ought  not  to  be  cast  down  at  the  approach  of  death, 
since  the  undergoing  it  was  agreeable  to  the  will  of  God| 
and  the  law  of  nature,  yet  what  the  people  did,  so  overbofe 
him  that  he  wept  himself.  Now  as  he  went  thence  to  the 
place  where  he  was  to  vanish  out  of  their  sight,  they  iD 
followed  after  him  weeping  ;  but  Moses  beckoned  with  his 
hand  to  those  that  were  remote  from  him,  and  bade  them 
stay  behind  in  quiet,  while  he  exhorted  those  that  were 
near  to  him  that  they  would  not  render  his  departure  bo 
lamentable.  Whereupon  they  thought  they  ought  to  grant 
him  that  favour  to  let  him  depart;  according  as  he  himself 
desired,  so  they  restrained  themselves ^  though  weeping  still 
towards  one  another.  All  those  who  accompanied  him, 
were  the  senate,  and  Eleazar  the  high-priest,  and  Joshua 
their  commander*  Now  as  soon  as  they  were  come  to  ihe 
mountain  called  Abarim  (which  is  a  very  high  mountain 
situate  over-against  Jericho,  and  one  that  affords  to  such  u 
are  upon  it  a  prospect  of  the  greatest  part  of  the  excellent 
land  of  Canaan),  he  dismissed  the  senate:  and  as  he  waa 

^  Si GGt  Joseph lu  assures  ua  herCt  afi  is  most  naturally  to  b«  aoppoAed,  lod  »tbt 
Septungiiit  giv«i  the  text,  Deui.  xxxiii.  6.  that  Moses  blessed  every  oo€  of  tb«  Hilbt* 
ofltraeUt  i«  evident  that  Simeon  w»  not  ottiitted  in  hi»  copy.ii  it  unhappily  now 
is,  both  in  our  Hebrew  and  Sfunaxitan  copies. 
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going  to  embrace  Eleazar  and  Joshua,  and  was  still  dis- 
coursing with  them,  a  cloud  stood  over  him  on  the  sudden, 
and  he  disappeared  in  a  certain  valley,  although  he  wrote  in 
the  holy  books  that  he  died,  which  was  done  out  of  fear,  lest 
tbey  shoidd  venture  to  say,  that  because  of  his  extraordinary 
~"    oe  he  went  to  God, 

Now  Moses  lived  in  all  one  hundred  and  twenty  years; 

ird  part  of  which  time,  abating  one  month,  he  was  the 

ple'8  ruler.     And  he  died  on  the  last  month  of  the  year, 

h  is  called  by  the  Macedonians  Dystrus,   but  by  us 

dar,  on  the  first  day  of  the  month.     He  was  one  that 

exceeded  all  men  that  ever  were  in  understanding,  and  made 

the  best  use  of  what  that  understanding  suggested  to  him, 

He  had  a  very  graceful  M*ay  of  speaking  and  addressing 

Ilimaelf  to  the  multitude:  and  as  to  his  other  qualifications^ 

^Uliad  such  a  full  command  of  his  pas!i;ions,  as  if  he  hardly 

^b  any  such  in  his  soul,  and  only  knew  them  by  their 

Ittmes,  as  rather  perceiving  tliem   in   other   men  than  in 

hiPigelf*     Me  was  also  such  a  general   of  an   army   as   is 

am  seen,  as  well  as  such  a  prophet  as  was  never  known, 

this  to  such  degree,  that  whatsoever  he  pronounced 

jfm  would  think  you  heard  the  voice  of  God  himself*     So 

tbe  people  mourned  for  him  thirty  days  ;  nor  did  ever  any 

grief  so  deeply  affect  the  Hebrews  as  did  this   upon  the 

niitfi  of  Moses :  nor  were  tljo^e  that  had  experienced  his 

llMpdlict  the  only  persons  that  desired  him,  but  those  also 

^bt   perused    the   laws  he  left   behind   him   had   a  strong 

Hpire  after  him,  and  who  by  them  gatliered  the  extra- 

^pUnary  virtue  he  was  master  of*     And  this  shall  sullice  for 

IM  declaration  of  the  manner  of  the  death  of  Moses. 


BOOK  V. 

COTiTAlNING  THE  INTERVAL  OF  FOUR  HUNDRED  AND 
SEVENTY-SIX  YEARS, 

FROM  THE  DEATH  OF  MOSES  TO  THE  PEATU  OF  EU. 


CHAPTER  h 

How  Joshua,  the  Commander  of  the  Hebrews^  made  war 
with  the  Canaaniies,  and  overcame  them,  and  deatra^ei 
them,  and  divided  their  Land  by  lot  to  the  tribes  of 
IsraeL 

§  1.  When  Moses  was  taken  away  from  among  men,  in  the 
manner  already  described,  and  when  all  the  solemnities 
belonging'  to  the  mourning  for  him  were  finished,  and  the 
sorrow  for  liim  was  over,  Joshua  coimnaiided  the  multitude 
to  get  themselves  ready  for  an  expedition.  He  b\so  sent 
spies  to  Jericho  to  discover  what  forces  they  had,  and  wh»l 
were  their  intentions,  but  he  put  his  camp  in  order,  a» 
intending  soon  to  pass  over  Jordan  at  a  proper  season. 
And  calling  to  him  the  rulers  of  the  tribe  of  Reubel,  am! 
the  governors  of  the  tribe  of  Gad,  and  [the  half  tribe  of] 
Manasseh,  for  half  of  this  tribe  had  been  permitted  to  have 
their  habitation  in  the  country  of  the  Araorites,  which  was 
the  seventh  part  of  the  land  of  Canaan*,  he  put  them  in 
mind  what  they  had  promised  Moses  ;  and   be  exhorted 

*  Tbe  AiQOTites  were  one  of  tbo  seven  oatJOQS  of  Canaiti.  Hence  Re)and  n 
willing  to  stippoee,  thai  Jusephii&  did  ool  here  meati  that  their  land  beyond  Joidu 
was  a  seventn  part  of  the  whole  land  of  Caoaan,  but  meant  the  Amorites  an  a  »eiwlfc 
nation.  His  reaiMin  is«  that  Joncphus,  as  well  as  our  Bible,  generally  diMln^ifb 
the  land  heyond  Jordan  from  the  iaod  oF  Canaan;  nor  can  n  be  denied,  tnil  ia 
strictness  th«y  were  different ;  yet  after  two  tribes  and  a  baif  of  ilie  twelve  ttibei 
came  to  ioherit  it,  it  might  in  a  general  way  altogether,  be  well  included  under 
the  land  of  Canaan,  or  Falestine,  or  J  udea  ;  of  which  we  have  a  clear  example  ben 
before  us  in  Jofiiephus,  whose  words  t^vidently  imply,  that  taking  the  whole  land  ei 
Canaan,  or  that  inhabited  by  all  the  twelve  tribes  together,  and  parting  it  into  teveo 
parts,  the  part  beyond  Jordan  wa§  in  quantity  of  ground  one  eevenlh  part  of  ihi 
wholes-  And  this  well  enough  agree* to  H«iand*s  own  map  of  that  country,  althoaih 
this  land  beyond  Jordan  was  so  peculiarly  fruitful  and  good  for  paatttrag*,  is  uf 
two  tribes  and  a  half  tool  notice,  Num.  xxxii.  1,  4»  16*  that  it  oiainttmed  l ' 
a  fifth  pari  of  the  whole  people. 
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thenij  that  for  the  sake  of  the  care  that  Moses  had  taken  of 
them,  who  had  never  been  weary  of  taking  pains  for  them, 
no  not  when  he  was  dying,  and  for  the  sake  of  the  public 
welfare,  they  would  prepare  themselves,  and  readily  perform 
what  they  had  promised  :  so  he  took  fifty  thousand  of  them 
"bo  followed  him,  and  he  marched  from  Abila  to  Jordan, 
ftty  furlongs. 

\  S.  Now  when  he  had  pitched  his  camp^  the  spies  came  to 
immediately,  well  acquainted  with  the  whole  state  of  the 
Canaanites*  For  at  first,  before  they  were  at  all  discovered, 
^ej  took  a  full  view  of  the  city  of  Jericho  without  disturb- 
ance, and  saw  which  parts  of  the  walls  were  strong,  and 
which  parts  were  otherwise,  and  indeed  insecure,  and  which 
of  the  gates  were  so  weak  as  might  afford  an  entrance  to 
their  army.  Now  those  tliat  met  them  took  no  notice  of 
E»m  when  they  saw  them,  and  supposed  they  were  only 
rangers,  who  used  to  be  very  curious  in  observing  every 
ig  in  the  city,  and  did  not  take  them  for  enemies ;  but  at 
en  tliey  retired  to  a  certain  inn  that  was  near  to  the  wall, 
iither  they  went  to  eat  their  supper;  which  supper  when 
had  done,  and  were  considering  how  to  get  away,  inform- 
I  WAS  given  to  the  king  as  he  was  at  supper,  that  there 
some  persons  come  from  the  Hebrews*  camp  to  view 
city  as  spies,  and  that  they  were  in  the  inn  kept  by  Ra- 
j,  and  were  very  solicitous  that  they  might  not  be  dis- 
rered.  So  he  sent  immediately  some  to  them,  and  com- 
l]to  catch  them,  and  bring  them  to  him,  that  he  might 
them  by  torture,  and  learn  what  their  business  was 
f.  As  soon  as  Rah  ah  understood  that  these  messengera 
coming,  she  hid  the  spies  under  stalks  of  flax,  which 
were  laid  to  dry  on  the  top  of  her  house ;  and  said  to  the 
niessengers  that  were  sent  by  the  king,  that  certain  unknown 
itrangers  had  supped  with  her  a  little  before  sun-setting,  and 
were  gone  away,  who  might  easily  be  taken  if  they  were  any 

iror  to  the  city,  or  likely  to  bring  any  danger  to  the  king. 
Uieae  messengers  being  thus  deluded  by  the  woman*',  and 
rpecting  no  imposition,  went  their  ways,  without  so  much 
searching  the  inn,  but  they  immediately  pursued  them 
ng  those  roads  which  they  most  probably  supposed  them 
liatpe  gone,  and  those  particularly  which  led  to  the  river, 

^  }t  pbinly  appears  by  the  history  of  these  spies,  and  the  iun-keeper  Rahab's 
dto»fit4QQ  o(  tiie  kiDg  of  Jericho's  meftsengerst  by  telling  Lhem  what  was  fal^e  in 
ifliiat  HI  Mve  the  lives  of  the  »piea,  sind  yet  the  great  cotnmeiidalioQ  of  her  faith  aod 
'  ks  10  the  New  Testament,  Hcb.  xi,  31 ;  James,  ii,  25 ;  as  well  as  by  many 
Rllel  ctamplefi,  both  in  the  Old  J'estamenL  aud  io  Joseph ust  that  the  best 
Tuple  to  deceive  those  public  enemies  who  might  justly  be  de- 
^ht  deceive  ill  men  in  order  to  save  life,  and  deliver  themselvei 

L, ,;,  i>L  their  unjust  oppressors »  and  ihia  bj  telling  diiecl  falsehoods;  1 

B,  all  this  Where  uo  ouih  wtts  demanded  of  iheni,  otherwise  iljey  never  durst  veo» 
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but  could  hear  no  tidings  of  them;  so  they  left  off  the 
of  any  further  pursuit.     But  when  the  tumult  was  over.  Urn- 
hab  brought  the  men  down,  and  desired  them,  as  soon  m 
they  should  have  obtained  possession  of  the  land  of  Canaao, 
when  it  woukl  be  in  their  power  to  make  her  amends  for  her 
preservation  of  them,  to  remember  what  danger  she  bad 
undergone  for  their  sakes ;  for  that  if  she  had  been  caught 
concealing  them,  she  could  not  have  escaped  a  terrible  de* 
struction,  she  and  all  her  family  with  her,  and  so  bid  them  go 
home;  and  desired  them  to  swear  to  her,  to  preserve  her  and 
her  family  when  they  should  take  the  city,  and  destroy  all  iti 
inhabitants,  as  they  had  decreed  to  do,  for  so  far  she  said 
she  had  been  assured  by  those  divine  miracles  of  which  she 
had  been  informed  •     So  these  spies  acknowledged  that  they 
owed  her  thanks  for  what  she  had  done  already,  and  withil 
swore  to  requite  her  kindness,  not  only  in  words,  but  in  deeds: 
but  they  gave  her  this  advice,  that  when  she  should  perceive 
that  the  city  was  about  to  be  taken,  she  should  put  her  goods, 
and  all  her  family,  by  way  of  security,  in  her  inn,  and  to  hang 
out  scarlet  threads  before  her  doors  [or  windows,]  that  the 
commander  of  the  Hebrews  might  know  her  house,  and  tike 
care  to  do  her  no  harm;  for,  said  they,  we  will  inform  him 
of  this  matter,  because  of  the  concern  thou  hast  had  to  pre* 
serve  us:    but  if  any  one  of  thy  family  fall  in  the  battle,  do 
not  thou  blame  us ;  and  we  beseech  that  God  by  whojo  we 
have  sworn,  not  then  to  be  displeased  with  us,  as  though  w6 
had  broken  our  oaths.     So  these  men,  when  they  had  made 
this  agreement,  went  away,  letting  themselves  down  by  a  rope 
from  the  wall,  and  escaped,  and  came  and  told  their  own 
people  whatsoever  they  had  done  in  their  journey  to  this  city. 
tJoshua  also  told  Eleazar  the  hi^h-priest,  and  the  senate, 
what  the  spies  had  sworn  to  Rahab;  who  confirmed  whit 
had  been  sworn. 

if.  Now  while  Joshua,  the  commander,  was  in  fear  about 
their  passing  over  Jordan,  for  the  river  ran  with  a  strong 
current,  and  could  not  be  passed  over  with  bridges,  for  tbevfi 
never  had  been  bridges  laid  over  it  hitherto ;  and  while  he 
suspected,  that  if  he  should  attempt  to  make  a  bridge,  that 
their  enemies  would  not  aflbrd  him  time  to  perfect  it^  and 
for  ferry-boats  they  had  none  :  God  promised  so  to  dispone 
of  the  river  that  they  might  pass  over  it,  and  that  by  taking 


I 


lure  on  sucb  i  procedure.  Kor  wa«  Jos«phui  himMir  of  any  other  opiobii  or  {RIC«  j 
tic«,  as  I  shnll  remnrk  in  the  note  on  Aiitiq,  B«  IX.  chap,  iv.  ^ect  3.  A  od  observe  {J 
that  I  »till  cnll  this  woman  Rahab  an  inn-kecper,  not  a  harlot,  ttie  whole  hbloryil 
boih  in  our  copiea,  and  cspecitilty  in  Josephus*  imptying  no  more.  It  wa»  in  ' 
so  fre4|ueiit  a  ihinf  ihot  women  who  were  mn  keepers  were  aluo  hsjlote  or  « 
tminerft  of  hailols,  that  the  word  eomroonly  used  for  real  hsrlola  wis  usually  [ 
them.    See  Dr.  Bernard'^ note  heie,  ond  Judges,  st.  1, ;  aa4  Antiq.  B*  V.  cii 
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away  the  main  part  of  its  waters*  So  Joshua,  after  two  days, 
caused  the  army  and  the  whole  multitude  to  pass  over  in  the 
manner  following :  the  priests  went  first  of  all,  having  the  ark 
with  them ;  then  went  the  Levites  bearing  the  tabernacle, 
and  the  vessels  which  belonged  to  the  sacrifices;  after  which 
the  entire  multitude  followed  according  to  their  tribes,  having 
their  chikhen  and  their  wives  in  the  midst  of  them,  as  being 
afraid  for  them,  lest  they  should  be  borne  away  by  the  stream. 
But  as  soon  as  the  priests  had  entered  the  river  first,  it 
appeared  fordable,  the  depth  of  the  water  being  restrained, 
and  the  sand  appearing  at  the  bottom,  because  the  current 
w^as  neither  so  strong  nor  so  swift  as  to  carry  it  away  by  its 
force ;  so  they  all  passed  over  the  river  without  fear,  finding 
it  to  be  in  the  very  same  state  as  God  had  foretohl  he  would 
put  it  in:  but  the  priests  stood  still  in  the  midst  of  the  river 
till  the  multitude  should  be  passed  over,  and  should  get  to 
the  shore  in  safety  ;  and  when  all  were  gone  over,  the  priests 
came  out  also,  and  permitted  the  current  co  run  freely  as  it 
used  to  do  before.  Accordingly  the  river,  as  soon  as  the 
Hebrews  were  come  out  of  it,  arose  again  presently,  and 
came  to  its  own  proper  magnitude  as  before. 

4*  So  the  Hebrews  w^ent  on  farther  fifty  furlongs,  and 
pitched  their  camp  at  tlie  distance  of  ten  furlongs  from 
Jericho  \  but  Joshua  built  an  altar  of  those  stones  which  all 

le  heads  of  the  tribes,  at  the  command  of  the  prophet,  had 
taken  out  of  the  deep,  to  be  afterwards  a  memorial  of  the 
division  of  the  stream  of  this  river,  and  upon  it  oflTered  sacri- 
fice to  God ;  and  in  that  place  celebrated  the  passover,  and 
bad  great  plenty  of  all  the  things  which  they  wanted  hither- 
to: for  they  reaped  the  corn  of  the  Canaanites,  which  was 
now  ripe,  and  took  other  things  as  prey  ;  for  then  it  was  that 
their  former  food,  which  was  niaona,  and  of  which  they  had 
eaten  forty  years,  failed  them. 

5.  Now  while  the  Israelites  did  this,  and  the  Canaanites 
did  not  attack  them*  but  kept  fhemselves  quiet  within  their 
own  walls,  Joshua  resolved  to  besiege  them ;  so  on  the  first 
day  of  the  feast  [of  the  passover,]  the  priests  carried  the  ark 
round  about,  with  some  part  of  the  armed  men  to  be  a  guard 
to  it*  These  priests  went  forward,  blowing  with  their  seven 
trumpets  ;  and  exhorted  the  army  to  be  of  good  courage,  and 
went  round  about  the  city>  with  the  senate  following  them ; 
and  when  the  priests  had  only  blown  with  the  trumpets,  for 
^ihey  did  nothing  more  at  all,  they  returned  to  the  camp, 

Lnd  when  they  had  done  this  for  six  days,  on  the  seventh 
Foshua  giithered  the  anued  men,  and  all  the  people  together, 
ind  told  them  this  good  tiding:  that  the  city  should  be  now 

aken,  since  God  would  on  that  day  give  it  them,  by  the  fall- 
^mg  tlown  of  the  walls,  and  tliis  of  their  own  accord,  ai 
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without  their  labour.     However,  he  charged  tbent  lo  kilt 

every  one  they  should  takCjand  not  abstain  from  the  slaughter 
of  their  enemies,  either  for  weariness,  or  for  pity,  and  not  to 
fall  on  the  spoil,  and  be  thereby  diverted  from  pursuing  lUeir 
enemies  as  they  ran  away ;  but  to  destroy  all  the  aniiuaU, 
find  to  take  nothing  for  their  own  peculiar  advantage.  He 
commanded  tliem  aUo  to  bring  together  all  the  silver  and 
gold,  that  it  might  be  set  apart  as  first-fruits  unto  God  out 
of  this  glorious  exploit,  as  having  gotten  them  from  the  city 
they  first  took  ;  only  that  they  should  save  Rahab  and  her 
kindred  alive,  because  of  the  oath  which  the  spies  had  sworu 
to  her. 

6*  When  he  had  said  tliis,  and  had  set  hh  army  in  order, 
he  brought  it  against  the  city :  so  they  went  round  the  dtj 
again,  the  ark  going  before  them,  and  the  priests  encouraging 
the  people  to  be  zealous  in  tlie  work ;  and  when  they  hiu 
gone  round  it  seven  times,  and  had  stood  still  a  little,  the 
wall  fell  down,  while  no  instruments  of  war,  nor  any  other 
force,  w^as  applied  to  it  by  the  Hebrews. 

7.  So  they  entered  into  Jericho,  and  slew  all  the  iwn 
that  were  therein,  while  they  were  attVighted  at  the  surpris- 
ing overthrow  of  the  walls,  and  their  courage  was  becaine 
uselesB,  and  they  were  not  able  to  defend  themselves  \  so 
they  were  slain,  and  their  throats  cut,  some  in  the  ways, 
and  others  as  caught  in  their  houses  ;  nothing  atford'cd 
them  assistance,  but  they  all  perished,  even  to  the  women 
and  the  children,  and  the  city  was  filled  with  dead  bodki, 
and  not  one  person  escaped.  They  also  burnt  the  whole  ciiy» 
and  the  country  about  it;  but  they  saved  alive  Uahab,  with 
her  family,  who  had  fled  to  her  inn.  And  when  she  was 
brought  to  him,  Joshua  owned  to  her,  that  they  owed  her 
tlianks  for  her  preservation  of  the  spies  :  so  he  said  he 
would  not  appear  to  be  behind  her  in  his  benefaction  to  her; 
whereupon  he  gave  her  certain  lands  immediately,  and  hid 
her  in  great  esteem  ever  afterwards. 

8,  And  if  any  part  of  the  city  escaped  the  fire,  he  ove^ 
threw*  it  from  the  foundation  ;  and  he  denounced  a  curse' 
against  its  inhabitants,  if  any  should  desire  to  rebuild  it; 

^  Upon  occasion  of  this  devoliDg  of  Jencho  to  deslnictioo,  aod  tbe  exemplify 
punishment  of  Achat,  who  brake  that  *  chereiti/  or  '  anaihi'ma.'  and  of  the  j>tt- 
BLshment  of  I  he  future  breaker  of  it»  Hcil,  I  Kinf^n  xvi.  3-1,  as  also  of  the  puntsh' 
tnenl  of  Saul«  for  breaking  (he  like  'cbernin/  or  'anathema,*  against  the  A  ma* 
Jekiles,  1  Saro»  %v,  we  may  observe  what  was  the  true  meaning  of  thai  law,  Lev* 
xxviti  29.  "  Nouv  devoted,  vrhkh  shall  be  devoted  of  men,  shall  be  redeemed; 
bat  ih»ll  surely  be  put  lo  death  /'  L  e.  whenever  any  of  the  Jews'  pubtic  enemies 
bad  beetJi  for  their  %vickedDe$»«  solemnly  devoted  to  destruction,  according  to  thi 
divine  cmnmand,  as  were  generally  the  seven  wicked  nations  of  Canaan,  and  those 
iinnert  the  Amakkitei^t  1  Sam.  xv*  IB,  it  was  utterly  unlawful  to  pcrmil  then 
enemies  to  be  redeemed »  but  thoy  were  lo  be  all  utterly  destroyea.  Sec  alio 
Num.  X3ti,  2,  3, 
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p,  upon  his  laying  tlie  foundation  of  the  walls,  he  should 
deprived  of  his   eldest  son,  and   upon   finishing  it,  he 
lould  lose  his  youngest  son.     But  what  happened  here- 
Upan,  we  shall  speak  of  hereafter. 

9.  Now  there  was  an  immense  quantity  of  silver  and  gold. 
And  besides  those  of  brass  also,  that  was  heaped  together 
out  of  the  city  when  it  was  taken,  no  one  transgressing  the 
decree,  nor  purloining  for  their  own  peculiar  advantage : 
which  spoils  Joshua  delivered  to  the  priests,  to  be  laid  up 

ong  their  treasures.     And  thus  did  Jericho  perish. 

10.  But  there  was  one  Achar"^,  the  son  [of  Charmi,  the 
son]  of  Zebedias,  of  tlie  tribe  of  Judah,  who,  finding  a  royal 
gAmaent  woven  entirely  of  gold,  and  a  piece  of  gold  that 
ireighed  two  hundred  shekels "^ ;  and  thinking  it  a  very  hard 
case,  that  what  spoils  he,  by  running  some  hazard,  had  found, 
he  niuat  give  away,  and  offer  it  to  God,  who  stood  in  no 
need  of  it,  while  he  that  wanted  it  must  go  without  it ;  made 

deep  ditch  in  his  own  tent,  and  laid  them  up  therein,  as 
ipposing  he  should  not  only  be  concealed  from  his  fellow- 
toldiers,  but  from  God  himself  also. 

1 1 .  Now  the  place  where  Joshua  pitched  his  camp  was 
called  Gilgal,  which  denotes  iiberif/^;  for  since  now  they 
bad  passed  over  Jordan,  they  looked  on  themselves  as  freed 
from  the  miseries  which  they  had  undergone  from  the 
£g)^tians,  and  in  the  wilderness. 

i  1^,  Now,  a  few  days  after  the  calamity  that  befell  Jeri- 
cho, Joshua  sent  three  thousand  armed  men  to  take  Ai,  a 
city  situate  above  Jericho ;  but,  upon  the  sight  of  the  people 
of  Ai»  with  them  they  were  driven  back,  and  lost  thirty-six 
f  their  men.  When  this  was  told  the  Israehtes,  it  made 
em  very  sad,  and  exceeding  disconsolate,  not  so  much 
use  of  the  relation  the  men  that  were  destroyed  bare  to 
them,  though  those  that  were  destroyed  were  all  good  men, 
and  deserved  their  esteem,  as  by  the  despair  it  occasioned  ; 
for  while  they  believed  that  they  were  already,  in  etfect,  in 
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*  That  the  name  of  this  chief  was  not  Achan,  as  m  the  compion  copies,  bat 
Achat,  ai  h«re  in  Joi^phus,  aod  id  the  Apostolical  Cotistilut.  B.  Vll.  ch,  ii.  and 
ri^^i.*^i* ,  li  evidenl  by  the  allusion  to  tliat  name  in  the  curse  of  Joshua,  "  Whv 
-roobletl  ust  the  Lord  shall  trouble  iheo  ^**  where  the  Hebrew  words 
IV  to  the  name  Achar,  but  not  to  Achan.     Accordingly,  this  valley  of 
r«  or  Achor,  was,  and  ii,  a.  knowD  place,  a  little  north  of  Gilgal,  so  called 
I  the  Jftys  of  Joshun  till  this  day.   See  Josh.  vii.  26;  l&a.  Ixv.  10  j  IJos.  ii.  15  ; 
T'     *'  iVa  notes  here, 

ornard  very  justly  observeSj  thai  a  few  words  are  dropped  out  of 

^,  on  accotint  of  the  repetitioa  of  the  word  theheis^  and  that  il 

i  thus:  "  a  piece  of  cold  that  weighed  hfty  shekels,  and  one  of 

hcd  two  hundred  shekels,"  as  in  our  copies,  Joshua  vii.  21. 

'  t  *f;re«  here  with  Dr.  Bernard,  and  approve  of  Josephus's  mterprelalloo  of 

i»»1^al  (oi  tiltet  ttt*    See  Josh.  v.  9. 
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possession  of  the  land,  and  should  bring  back  the  army  out 
of  the  battles  without  loss,  as  God  had  promised  before-  I 
band  I  they  now  saw  unexpectedly  their  enemies  bold  with 
success :    so  they  put  sackcloth  over   their  garments,   and  i 
continued  in  tears  and  lamentation  all  tlie  day,  without  the  | 
least  inquiry  after  food,  but  laid  what  had  happened  greatly 
to  heart. 

13.  When  Joshua  saw  the  army  so  much  afflicted,  and 
possessed  with  forebodings  of  evil  as  to  their  whole  expe* 
ditioUj  he  used  freedom  with  God,  and  said,  **  Wc  are  not 
come  thus  far  out  of  any  rashness  of  our  own,  as  though  we 
thought  ourselves  able  to  subdue  this  land  with  our  own 
weapons,  but  at  the  instigation  of  Moses  thy  servant  for 
this  purpose,  because  thou  hast  promised  us  by  many  signst 
that  thou  wouldest  give  us  this  land  for  a  possession,  and 
that  thou  wouldest  make  our  army  always  superior  in  war 
to  our  enemies,  and  accordingly  some  success  has  always  at- 
tended upon  us  agreeably  to  thy  promises  ;  but  because  we 
have  now  unexpectedly  been  foiled,  and  have  lost  some  men 
out  of  our  army,  we  are  grieved  at  it,  as  fearing  what  thou 
hast  promised  us,  and  what  Moses  foretold  us,  cannot  be 
depended  on  by  us  ;  and  our  future  expectation  troubles  us 
the  more,  because  we  have  met  with  such  a  disaster  in  this 
our  first  attempt.  But  do  thou,  O  Lortl,  free  us  from  these 
suspicions,  for  thou  art  able  to  find  a  cure  for  these  dis-' 
orders,  by  giving  us  victory,  which  will  both  take  away  the 
grief  we  are  in  at  present,  and  prevent  our  distrust  as  to 
what  is  to  come.** 

14.  These  intercessions  Joshua  put  up  to  God,  as  he  lay 

E rostrate  on  his  face:  w-hereupon  God  answered  him,  **  that 
e  should  rise  up,  and  purify  his  host  from  the  pollutioftJ 
which  was  got  into  it;  that  things  consecrated  to  me  hav«* 
been  impudently  stolen  from  me,  and  that  this  has  been  the 
occasion  why  this  defeat  had  happened  to  them ;  and  that 
when  they  should  search  out  and  punish  the  offender,  he 
would  ever  take  care  they   should  have  the  victory  over  ' 
their  enemies/*     This  Joshua  told  the  people :  and  callingj 
for  Eleazar  the  high-priest,  and  the  men  in  authority,  hu 
cast  lots,  tribe  by  tribe,  and  when  the  lot  showed  that  this^ 
wicked  action  was  done  by  one  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  he 
then  again  proposed  the  lot  to  the  several  famihes  thereto 
belonging,  so  the  truth  of  this  wicked  action  w  as  found  tq 
belong  to  the  family  of  Zachar ;  and  when  the  inquiry  was 
made  man  by  man,  they  took  Achar,  who,  upon  God's  re- 
ducing him  to  a  terrible  extremity,  could  not  deny  the  fact; 
so  he  confessed  the  theft,  and  produced  what  he  had  taked  i 
in  the  midst  of  them,  whereupon  he  was  immediately  put  to 
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death ;  and  attained  no  more  than  to  be  buried  in  the  night 
in  a  disgraceful  manner,  and  such  as  was  suitable  to  a  con- 
demned malefactor, 

15.  When  Joshua  had  thus  purified  the  host,  he  led  them 

against  Ai:  and  having  by   night  laid  an  ambush  round 

about  the  city,  he  attacked  the  enemies  as  soon  as  it  was 

day  ;  but  as  they  advanced  boldly  against  the  Israelites, 

because  of  their  former  Wctory,  he  made  them  believe  he 

retired,  and  by  that  means  drew  them  a  great  way  from  the 

city,   they    still  supposing  that   they  were  pursuing  their 

,  enemies,  and  despised  them,  as  though  the  case  had  been 

Iflie  same  with  that  in  the  former  battle ;  after  which  Joshua 

ordered  his  forces  to  turn  about,  and  placed  them  against 

their  front:  he  then  made  the  signals  agreed  upon  to  those 

that  lay  in  ambush,  and  so  excited  them  to  fight;  so  they 

ran  suddenly  into  the  city,  the  inhabitants  being  upon  the 

walls,  nay,  others  of  them  being  in  perplexity,  and  coming 

to    see  those  that  were  without  the  gates.     Accordingly, 

these  men  took  the  city,  and  slew  all  that  they  met  with ; 

but  Joshua  forced  those  that  came  agauist  him,  to  come  to 

a  close  fight,  and  discomfited  them,  and  made  them  run 

laway ;  and  when  they  were   driven  towards  tlie  city,  and 

thought  it  bad  not  been  touched,  as  soon  as  they  saw  it  was 

taken,  and  perceived  it  was  burnt,  with   their  wives  and 

children,  they  wandered  about  in  the  fields  in  a  scattered 

condition,   and   were  no  way  able  to   defend    themselves, 

because  they  had  none  to  stipport  them*     Now  when  this 

calamity  was  come  upon  the  men  of  Ai,  there  were  a  great 

I  number  of  children,  and  women,  and  servants,  and  an  im- 

^mense  quantity  of  other  furniture.     The  Hebrews  also  took 

herds  of  cattle,  and  a  great  deal  of  money,  for  this  was  a 

rich  country.     So  when  Joshua  came  to  Gilgal,  he  divided 

I  all  these  spoils  among  the  soldiers. 

IG.  But  the  Gibeonites,  who  inhabited  very  near  to  Jeru- 
salem, when  they  saw  what  miseries  had  happened  to  the 
inhabitants  of  Jericho,  and  to  those  of  Ai,  and  suspected 
that  the  like  sore  calamity  would  come  as  far  as  themselves, 
they  did  not  think  fit  to  ask  for  mercy  of  Joshua ;  for  they 
supposed  tliey  should  find  little  mercy  from  him,  who  made 
war  that  he  might  entirely  destroy  the  nation  of  the  Ca- 
naanites ;  but  they  invited  the  people  of  Cephira  and  Kiriath- 
jearim,  who  were  their  neighbours,  to  join  in  league  with 
)  them ;  and  told  them,  that  neither  could  they  themselves 
avoid  the  danger  they  were  aU  in,  if  the  Israelites  should 
prevent  them,  and  seize  upon  them:  so  when  they  had  per- 
suaded them,  they  resolved  to  endeavour  to  escape  tbe 
forces  of  the  Israelites,     Accordingly,  upon  their  agreement 
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ta  what  they  proposed,  they  sent  ambassadors  to  Joshua  to 
make  a  league  of  friendship  with  him,  and  those  such  of  the 
citizens  as  were  hest  approved  of,  and  most  capable  of  doing 
what  was  most  advantageous  to  the  multitude.     Now  these 
ambassadors  thought  it  dangerous  to  confess  themselves  to 
he  Canaanites,  but  thought  they  mighty  by  this  contrivance^ 
avoid  the  danger,  namely,  by  saying  that  they  bare  no  re** 
lation  to  the  Canaanites  at  all,  but  dwelt  at  a  very  great  dis* 
tance  from  them :  and  they  said  further,  that  they  came  a 
long  way  on  account  of  the  reputation  he  had  gained  for 
his  virtue;  and  as  a  mark  of  the  truth  of  what  they  said, 
they  showed  them  the  habit  they  were  in,  for  that  their 
clothes  were  new  when  they  came  out,  but  were  greatly 
worn  by  the  length  of  time  they  had  been  in  their  journey; 
for  indeed  they  took  torn  garments,  on  purpose  that  they 
might  make  him  believe  so.     So  they  stood  in  the  midst  of 
the  people,  and  said,  that  they  were  sent  by  the  people  of 
Gibeon,  and  of  the  circumjacent  cities,  which  were  very  re* 
mote  from  the  land  where  they  now  were,  to  make  such  a 
league  of  friendship  with  them,  and  this  on  such  conditions 
as  were  customary  among  their  forefathers ;  for  when  they 
understood,  that,  by  the  favour  of  God,  and  his  gift  to  them, 
they  were  to  have  the  possession  of  tlie  land  of  Canaan  be^ 
stowed  upon  them,  they  said,  that  they  were  very  glad  to 
hear  it,  and  desired  to  be  admitted  into  the  number  of  their 
citizens.     Thus  did  these  ambassadors  speak ;   and  show- 
ing them  the  marks  of  their  long  journey*  they  entreated 
the  Hebrews  to  make  a  league  of  friendship  with  them. 
Accordingly  Joshua,  believing  what  they  said,  that  they 
were   not  of  the  nation   of  the    Canaanites,   entered  into 
friendship  with  them ;  and  Eleazar  the  high-priest,  with  the 
senate,  sware  to  them  that  they  would  esteem  them  their 
friends  and   associates,   and   M^oukl   attempt  nothing   that 
should  be  unfair  against  them,  the  multitude  also  assenting 
to  the  oaths  that  were  made  to  them*     So  these  men  having 
obtained  what  they  desired,  by  deceiving  the  Israelites,  went 
home  :  but  when  Joshua  led  his  army  to  the  country  at  the 
bottom  of  tlie  mountains  of  this  part  of  Canaan,  he  under- 
stood that  the  Gibeonites  dwelt  not  far  from  Jerusalemi  and 
that  they  were  of  the  stock  of  the  Canaanites ;  so  he  sent 
for  their  governors,  and  reproached  them  with  the  cheat 
they  had    put  upon   him  ;    but  they  alleged  on  their  own 
behalf,  tliat  they  had  no  other  way  to  save  themselves  but 
that,  and  were  therefore  forced  to  have  recourse  to  it.     So 
he  called  for  Eleazar  the  high-priest,  and  for  the  senate, 
who  thought  it  right  to  make  them  public  servants,  that 
they  might  not  break  the  oath  they  had  made  to  them  ;  and 
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ey  ordained  them  to  be  so.  And  this  was  the  method  by 
lich  these  men  found  safety  and  security  under  the  cala- 
Ity  that  was  ready  to  overtake  them. 

1 17.  But  the  king  of  Jerusalem  took  it  to  heart  that  the 
ibeonites  had  gone  over  to  Joshua,  so  he  called  upon  the 
»s  of  the  neighbouring  nations  to  join  together,  and 
ce  war  against  them.  Now  when  the  Gibeonites  saw 
Bj>e  kings,  which  were  four,  besides  the  king  of  Jerusalem, 
perceived  that  they  had  pitched  their  camp  at  a  certain 
fountain  not  far  from  their  city,  and  were  getting  ready  for 
the  siege  of  it,  they  called  upon  Joshua  to  assist  them ;  for 
such  was  their  case,  as  to  expect  to  be  destroyed  by  these 
Canaanites,  but  to  suppose  they  should  be  saved  by  those 
that  came  for  the  destruction  of  the  Canaanites,  because  of 
the  league  of  friendship  that  was  between  them.  Accordingly 
stiua  made  haste  with  his  whole  army  to  assist  them,  and 
^rching  day  and  night,  in  the  morning  he  fell  npon  the 
jmies  as  they  were  going  up  to  the  siege;  and  when  he  had 
comfited  them,  he  followed  them,  and  pursued  them 
|wn  the  descent  of  the  hills.  The  place  is  called  Beth- 
ron ;  where  he  also  understood  that  God  assisted  him, 
ich  he  declared  by  thunder  and  thunder-bolts,  as  also  by 
falling  of  hail  larger  than  usual.  Moreover  it  happened 
It  the  day  waa  lengthened  ^  that  the  night  might  not  come 
loo  soon,  and  be  an  obstruction  to  the  zeal  of  the 
ptbrews  in  pursuing  tlieir  enemies :  insomuch,  that  Joshua 
took  the  kings,  which  were  hidden  in  a  certain  cave  at 
Atakkedah,  and  put  them  to  death.  Now  that  the  day  was 
lengthened  at  this  time,  and  was  longer  than  ordinary,  is 
expressed  in  the  books  laid  up  in  the  temple ''. 

IS,  These  kings  which  made  war  with,  and  were  ready  to 
^farht,  the  Gibeonites,  being  thus  overthrown,  Joshoa  returned 
^^ain  to  the  mountainous  parts  of  Canaan ;  and  when  he 
had  made  a  great  slaughter  of  the  people  there,  and  took 


VVbethcf  this  lengthentn^  of  the  day,  by  the  standing:  stillof  the  sun  and  moon, 

tiLvsi*  .\1  ind  real,  by  the  miraculous  stoppage  of  the  diurnal  motioa  of  the 

nut  half  a  revolution*  or  whether  only  apparecit,  by  aerial  pbosphori 

•  iun  aod  rooon  as  stationary  so  longt  while  clouds  and  ihe  night  hid 

1 1^  on^4,  and  this  parheiioo  or  mock  sun  a^brdiag  suficieat  light  for  Joibua't 

irtiil  and  eomplete  victory  (which  aerial  phosphori  in  other  3hapc!§  have  been  more 

I  ordmarily  common  of  late  years),  cannot  now  be  determined  :   philosopbers 

■•truiDoiDers  will  naturally  incline  to  this  latter  hypothesis,     lo  the  mcaD  lime, 

}  itct  tlielf  was  mentioned  in  the  book  of  Jasber,  now  lost,  Josh.  x.  13  ;  and  is 

lrmedbylsaifth.xxviii.2l ;  Mabaklak,  iit.  11  ;  and  by  the  son  of Sirach,  Eccluf, 

» 4,     In  the  IBth  P^alm  of  Solomon,  ver.  uk.  it  is  also  saiJ  of  the  luminaries^ 

r  rcUiiiOOf  DO  doubt,  to  this  and  the  other  mtraculous  ^.tanding  still  and  gorn^ 

fUL  the  djys of  Joshua  and  (lezekinh,  "  t  hey  have  not  wandered,  from  (he  day 

I  ere  a  tea  them  ;  they  have  not  foriiaken  their  way,  from  ancient  generations, 

jjl  were  when  God  enjoined  them  [so  to  do]  by  the  command  of  bii  serirants," 

fllienl.  llec.  part  1.  p.  154. 

Of  the  books  laid  ap  in  the  templei  see  the  note  on  Anti<|.  B.  III.  ch.  i,  $  7, 
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their  prey,  he  eame  to  the  camp  at  Gilgal.  And  now  there 
went  a  great  fame  abroad  among  the  neighbouring  people, 
of  the  courage  of  the  Hebrews  ;  and  those  that  hejird  what 
a  number  of  men  were  destroyed,  were  greatly  aftVighted  at 
it:  so  the  kings  that  Uved  about  mount  Lihanu^,  who  were 
Canaanites,  and  those  Canaanites  that  dwelt  in  the  plane 
country,  with  auxiliaries  out  of  the  land  of  the  Philistines, 
pitched  their  camp  at  Beroth,  a  city  of  the  Upper  Galilee, 
not  far  from  Cadesh,  which  is  itself  also  a  place  in  Galilee* 
Now  the  number  of  the  whole  army  was  three  hundred 
thousand  armed  foot-men,  and  ten  thousand  horsemen,  and 
twenty  thousand  chariots,  so  that  the  multitude  of  the 
enemies  affrighted  both  Joshua  himself,  and  the  Israelites  ; 
and  they,  instead  of  being  full  of  hopes  of  good  success, 
were  superstitiously  timorous,  with  the  great  ternir  with 
which  they  were  stricken.  Whereupon  God  upbraided 
them  with  the  fear  they  were  in ;  and  asked  them  whether 
they  desired  a  greater  help  than  he  could  afford  them  :  and 
promised  them  that  they  should  overcome  their  enemies  ; 
and  withal  charged  them  to  make  their  enemies'  horses  use- 
less, and  to  burn  their  chariots.  So  Joshua  became  full  of 
courage  upon  these  promises  of  God,  and  went  out  suddenly 
against  the  enemies;  and  after  five  days'  march  he  came 
upon  them,  and  joined  battle  with  them,  and  there  was  a 
terrible  fight,  and  such  a  number  were  slain  as  could  not  be 
believed  by  those  tliat  heard  it.  He  also  went  on  in  the 
pursuit  a  groat  way,  and  destroyed  the  entire  army  of  the 
enemies,  iew  only  excepted,  and  all  the  kings  fell  in  the 
battle;  insomuch,  that  when  there  wanted  men  to  be  killed, 
Joshua  slew  their  horses,  and  burnt  their  chariots,  and 
passed  all  over  tlieir  country  without  opposition,  no  one 
daring  to  meet  him  to  battle  ;  but  he  still  went  on,  taking 
their  cities  by  siege,  and  again  killing  whatever  he  took. 

19.  The  fifth  year  was  now  past,  and  there  was  not  one 
of  the  Canaanites  raniained  any  longer,  excepting  some  that 
had  retired  to  places  of  great  strength.  So  Joshua  removed 
his  camp  to  the  mountainous  country,  and  placed  the  taber- 
nacle in  the  city  Shiloh,  for  that  seemed  a  fit  place  for  it» 
because  of  the  beauty  of  its  situation,  until  such  time  as 
their  affairs  would  permit  them  to  build  a  temple  ;  and  from 
thence  he  went  to  Shechem,  together  witli  all  the  people, 
and  raised  an  altar  where  Moses  had  beforehand  directed; 
then  did  he  divide  the  army,  and  placed  one  half  of  them 
on  mount  Gerlzzim,  and  the  other  half  on  mount  Ebal, 
on  which  mountain  the  altar  was';  he  also  placed  there 
the  tribe  of  Levi,  and  the   priests.     And  when  they  had 


*  Of  the  situatiDti  of  thm  al(ar»  see  Kssay  on  the  Old  Te&tament,  p.  17Q-I# 
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atcrificed,  and  denounced  the  [blessings  and  the]  curses^ 
and  had  left  them  engraven  upon  the  altar,  they  returned  to 
Shiloh. 
20,  And  now  Joshua  was  old,  and  saw  that  the  cities  of 

the  Canaanites  were  not  easily  to  be  taken,  not  only  because 
they  were  situate  in  such  strong  places,  but  because  of  the 
strength  of  the  walls  themselves ,  which  being  built  round 
about,  the  natural  strength  of  the  places  on  which  the 
cities  stood  seemed  capable  of  repelling  tlieir  enemies  from 
besieging  them,  and  of  making  those  enemies  despair  of 
taking  them;  for  when  the  Canaanites  had  learned,  that  the 
Israelites  came  out  of  Egypt  in  order  to  destroy  them»  they 
were  busy  all  that  time  in  making  their  cities  strong.  So 
he  gathered  the  people  together  to  a  congregation  at  Shiloh; 
and  when  they,  with  great  zeal  and  haste  were  come  thither, 
he  observed  to  them  what  prosperous  successes  they  had 
already  had,  and  what  glorious  things  had  been  done,  and 
those  such  as  were  worthy  of  that  God  who  enabled  them 
to  do  those  things,  and  worthy  of  the  virtue  of  those  laws 
which  they  followed.  He  took  notice  also,  that  thirty-one 
of  those  kings  that  ventured  to  give  them  battle  were  over- 
come, and  every  army,  how  great  soever  it  were,  that  confided 
in  their  own  power,  and  fought  with  ttiem,  was  utterly 
destroyed ;  so  that  not  so  much  as  any  of  their  posterity 
remained.  And  as  fiir  the  cities,  since  some  of  them  were 
taken,  but  the  otliers  must  be  taken  in  length  of  time,  by 
long  sieges,  both  on  account  of  the  strength  of  their  walls, 
and  of  the  confidence  the  inhabitants  had  in  them  thereby, 
he  thought  it  reasonable  that  those  tribes  that  came  along 
with  them  from  beyond  Jordan,  and  had  partaken  of  the 
dangers  they  had  undergone,  being  their  own  kindred, 
should  now  be  dismissed  and  sent  home,  and  should  have 
thanks  for  the  pains  they  had  taken  together  with  thenu 
As  also,  he  thought  it  reasonable  that  they  should  send  one 
man  out  of  every  tribe,  and  he  such  as  had  the  testimony  of 
extraordinary  virtue,  who  should  measure  the  land  faith- 
fully,  and  without  any  fallacy  or  deceit  should  inform  them 
of  its  real  magnitude. 

^L  Now  Joshua,  when  he  had  thus  spoken  to  them, 
found  that  t!ie  multitude  approved  of  his  proposal.  So  he 
sent  men  to  measure  tiieir  countrv,  and  sent  with  them  some 
geometricians,  who  could  not  easily  fail  of  knowing  the  truth, 
on  account  of  their  skill  in  that  art.  He  also  gave  them  a 
charge  to  estimate  the  measure  of  that  part  of  the  hnd  that 
was  most  fruitful,  and  what  was  not  so  good:  for  such  is  the 
nature  of  the  land  of  Canaan,  that  one  may  see  large  plains, 
and  such  as  are  exceeding  fit  to  produce  fruit,  which  yet,  if 
they  were  compared  to  otlier  parts  of  the  country,  might  be 

VOL,  I,  T 


274  ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS,     [book  ▼ 

reckoned  exceeding  fruitful,  yet  if  it  be  compared  with  the 
fields  about  Jericho,  and  to  those  that  belong  tn  Jerusalem, 
will  appear  to  be  of  no  account  at  all*  And  although  it  so 
falls  out,  that  these  people  have  but  a  very  little  of  this 
sort  of  land,  and  that  it  is,  for  the  main,  mountainous  also, 
yet  does  it  now  come  behind  other  parts,  on  account  of  its 
exceeding  goodness  and  beauty;  for  which  reason  Joshua 
thought  the  land  for  the  tribes  should  be  divided  by 
estimation  of  its  goodness,  rather  than  the  largeness  of  its 
measure,  it  often  happening,  that  one  acre  of  some  sort  of 
land  was  equivalent  to  a  tliousand  other  acres.  Now  the 
men  that  were  sent,  which  were  in  number  ten,  travelled  all 
about,  and  made  an  estimation  of  the  land,  and  in  the  seventh 
month  came  to  liim  to  the  city  of  Shiloh,  where  they  had  set 
up  the  tabernacle. 

S?£.  So  Joshua  took  both  Eleazar  and  the  senate,  and 
with  them  the  heads  of  the  tribes,  and  distributed  the  land 
to  the  nine  iribes,  and  to  the  half-tribe  of  Manasseh,  appoint- 
ing the  dimensions  to  be  according  to  the  largeness  of  each 
tribe.  So  when  he  had  cast  lats,  Judah  had  assigned  him 
by  lot  the  upper  part  of  Judea,  reaching  as  far  as  Jerusalemp 
and  its  breadth  extending  to  the  lake  of  Sodom.  Now  in 
the  lot  of  this  tribe  tliere  were  the  cities  of  Askelon  and 
Gaza.  The  lot  of  Simeon,  which  was  the  second,  included 
that  part  of  Idumea  which  bordered  upon  Egypt  and 
Arabia.  As  to  the  Benjamitcs»  their  lot  fell  so,  that  its 
length  reached  from  the  river  Jordan  to  the  ^ea,  but  iji 
breadth  it  was  bounded  by  Jerusalem  and  Bethel;  and  this 
lot  was  the  narrowest  of  all,  by  rejison  of  the  goodness  of 
the  land,  for  it  included  Jericho,  and  the  city  of  Jerusalem. 
The  tribe  of  Ephraim  had  by  lot  the  land  that  extended  in 
length  from  the  river  Jordan  to  Gczer;  but  in  breadth  as 
far  as  from  Betheh  till  it  ended  at  the  great  plain.  The 
half*tribe  of  Manasseh  liad  the  land  from  Jordan  to  the  city 
Dora,  but  its  breadth  was  at  Bethshan,  which  is  now  called 
Scythopolis.  And  after  these  was  Issachar,  which  had  its 
limits  in  length  mount  Caruiel  and  the  river,  but  its  limit  in 
breadth  was  mount  Tabor*  The  tribe  of  Zebulons  lot 
included  the  land  which  lay  as  far  as  the  lake  of  Genesareth, 
and  that  which  belonged  to  Carmel  and  the  sea.  The  tribe 
of  Aser  had  that  part  which  was  called  the  Valley,  for  such 
it  was,  and  all  that  part  which  lay  over-a  gainst  Sid  on.  The 
city  Arce  belonged  to  their  share,  which  is  also  named 
Actipus,  The  Naphthalites  received  the  eastern  parts,  as 
far  as  the  city  of  Damascus  and  the  upper  Galilee,  unto 
mount  Libanus,  and  the  fountains  of  Jordan,  which  arise 
out  of  that  mount ji in  :  that  is,  out  of  that  part  of  it  whose 
limits  belong  to  the  neighbouring  city  Arce.     The  Danites*. 
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lot  included  all  that  part  of  the  valley  which  respects  the 
Bun- settings  and  were  bounded  by  Azotus  and  Dora ;  as 
also  they  had  all  Jamnia  and  Gath,  from  Ekrun  to  that 
mountain  where  the  tribe  of  Judah  begins. 

23.  After  this  manner  did  Joshua  divide  the  six  nations 
that  bear  the  name  of  the  sons  of  Canaan,  with  their  land, 
to  be  possessed  by  the  nine  tribes  and  a  half;  for  Moses 
had  prevented  him,  and  had  already  distributed  the  land  of 
the  Amorites,  M'hich  itself  was  so  called  also  from  one  of  the 
sons  of  Canaan,  to  the  two  tribes  and  a  half,  as  we  have 
showed  already ;  but  the  parts  about  Sidon,  as  also  those 
that  belonged  to  the  Arkites,  and  the  Amathites,  and  the 
Aradians,  were  not  yet  regularly  disposed  of, 

24.  But  now  was  Joshua  hindered  by  his  age  from 
executing  what  he  intended  to  do  (as  did  those  that  suc- 
ceeded him  in  the  government,  take  little  care  of  what  was 
for  the  advantage  of  the  public) ;  so  he  gave  it  in  charge  to 
every  tribCj  to  leave  no  remainder  of  the  race  of  the  Canaauites 
in  the  land  that  had  been  divided  to  them  by  lot ;  that 
Moses  had  assured  tliem  beforehand,  and  they  might  rest 
fully  satisfied  about  it,  that  their  own  security  and  their 
observation  of  their  own  laws  depended  wholly  upon  it. 
Moreover,  he  enjoined  them  to  give  thirty-eight  cities  to  the 
Levites,  for  they  had  already  received  ten  in  the  country  of 
the  Amorites:  and  three  of  these  he  assigned  to  those  that 
fled  from  the  man-slayers,  who  were  to  inhabit  tliere ;  for 
he  was  very  solicitous  that  nothing  should  be  neglected 
which  Moses  had  ordained.  These  cities  were  of  the  tribe 
of  Judah,  Hebron ;  of  that  of  Ephraim,  Shechem;  and  of 
that  of  Naphthali,  Cadesh,  which  is  a  place  of  the  upper 
Galilee.  He  also  distributed  among  them  the  rest  of  the 
prey  not  yet  distributed,  which  was  very  great;  whereby 
they  had  an  affluence  of  great  riches,  both  all  in  general,  and 
every  one  in  particular ;  and  this  of  gold  and  of  vestments, 
and  of  other  furniture,  besides  a  multitude  of  cattle,  whose 
number  could  not  be  told. 

25.  After  this  was  over,  he  gathered  tlie  army  together  to 
a  congregation,  and  spake  thus  to  those  tribes  that  had 
their  settlement  in  the  land  of  the  Amorites  beyond  Jordan; 
for  fifty  thousand  of  them  had  armed  themselves,  and  liad 
gone  to  the  war  along  with  them:  '*  Since  that  God,  who  is 
the  Father  and  Lord  of  the  Hebrew  nation,  has  now  given 
us  this  land  for  a  possession,  and  promised  to  preserve  us  in 
the  enjoyment  of  it  as  our  own  for  ever  ;  and  since  you  have 
with  alacrity  offered  yourselves  to  assist  us  when  we  wanted 
that  assistance  on  all  occasions,  according  to  his  command ; 
it  is  but  just,  now  all  our  difficulties  are  over,  that  you  should 
be  permitted  to  enjoy  rest,  and  that  we  should  trespass  on 
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your  alacrity  to  help  us  no  longer;  that  so,  if  we  should 
again  stand  in  need  of  it,  we  may  readily  ha%'e  it  on  any 
future  emergency,  and  not  tire  you  out  so  much  now  as 
may  make  you  slower  in  assisting  us  another  time.  We 
therefore  return  you  our  thanks  for  the  dangers  you  have 
undergone  with  us,  and  we  do  it  not  at  this  time  only, 
but  we  shall  always  be  thus  disposed  ;  and  be  so  good  as 
to  remember  our  friends,  and  to  preserve  in  mind  what 
advantage  we  have  had  from  them ;  and  liow  you  have 
put  off  the  enjoyments  of  your  own  happiness  for  our  sakes, 
and  have  laboured  for  what  we  have  now,  by  the  good 
w  ill  of  God,  obtaiiied,  and  resolved  not  to  enjoy  your  own 
prosperity  till  you  had  offered  us  tliat  assistance.  How- 
ever, you  have,  by  joining  your  labour  with  ours,  gotten 
great  plenty  of  riches,  and  will  carry  home  with  you  much 
prey,  with  gold  and  silver,  and,  what  is  more  than  all  these, 
our  good-will  towards  you,  and  a  mind  willingly  disposed 
to  make  a  requital  of  your  kindness  to  us,  in  what  case 
soever  you  shall  desire  it,  for  you  have  not  omitted  any 
tiling  which  Moses  beforehand  required  of  you,  nor  have 
you  despised  him  because  be  was  dead  and  gone  from  you, 
50  that  there  is  nothing  to  diminish  that  gratitude  which  we 
owe  to  you.  We  therefore  dismiss  you  joyful  to  your  own 
inheritances;  and  we  entreat  you  to  suppose,  that  there  is 
no  limit  to  be  set  to  the  intimate  relation  that  is  hetweetl 
us;  and  that  you  will  not  imagine,  because  this  river  is 
interposed  between  us,  that  you  are  of  a  different  race  from 
us,  and  not  Hebrews;  for  we  are  all  the  posterity  of  Abra- 
ham, both  we  that  inhabit  here,  and  you  that  inhabit  there ; 
and  it  is  the  same  God  that  brought  our  forefathers  and 
yours  into  the  world,  whose  worship  and  form  of  government 
we  are  to  take  care  of,  which  he  has  ordained,  and  are  most 
carefully  to  observe ;  because,  while  you  continue  in  those 
law^s,  God  will  also  show  himself  merciful  and  assisting  to 

ifou;  but  if  you  imitate  the  other  nations,  and  forsake  those 
aws,  he  will  reject  your  nation."  When  Joshua  bad  spoken 
\hus,  and  saluted  them  all,  both  those  in  authority  one  'by 
one,  and  the  whole  multitude  in  conunon,  he  himself  staid 
where  he  \vm,  but  the  people  conducted  those  tribes  on  their 
journey,  and  that  not  without  tears  in  their  eyes;  and  indeed 
they  hardly  knew  how  to  part  one  from  the  other. 

26.  No^v  when  the  tribe  of  Reubel,  and  that  of  Gad,  and 
as  many  of  the  Manassites  as  followed  them,  were  passed 
over  the  river,  they  built  an  altar  on  the  banks  of  Jordan,  as 
a  monument  to  posterity,  and  a  sign  of  their  relation  to  those 
that  should  inhabit  on  tlie  other  side.  But  when  those  on 
the  other  side  heard  that  those  who  had  been  dismissed  had 
built  an  altar,  but  did  not  hear  with  wluit  intention  thev  built 
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it,  but  supposed  it  to  be  by  way  of  innovation,  and  for  the 
introduction  of  strange  gods,  they  did  not  incline  to  di^believe 
it ;  but  tliinking  this  defamatory  report,  as  if  it  were  built  for 
divine  worship,  was  credible,  they  appeared  in  arms,  as 
though  they  would  avenge  themselves  on  those  that  built  the 
altar:  and  they  were  ahout  to  pass  over  the  river,  and  to 
punish  them  for  their  subversion  of  the  laws  of  their  country; 
for  they  did  not  think  it  fit  to  regard  them  on  account  of 
their  kindred,  or  the  dignity  of  those  tliat  liad  given  the 
occasion,  but  to  regard  the  will  of  God,  and  the  manner 
wherein  he  desired  to  be  worshipped ;  so  these  rnen  put 
themselves  in  array  for  war:  but  Joshua,  and  lileazitr  the 
high-priest,  and  the  senate,  restrained  them  ;  and  persuaded 
them  first  to  make  trial  by  words  of  their  intention,  and 
afterwards,  if  they  found  that  their  intention  was  evil,  then 
only  to  proceed  to  make  war  upon  them.  Accordingly,  they 
sent  as  ambassadors  to  them  Phineas,  the  son  of  Kleazar, 
and  ten  more  persons  that  were  in  esteem  among  the  Hebrews, 
to  learn  of  them  what  w^as  in  their  mind,  when,  upon  passing 
over  the  river,  they  had  built  an  altar  upon  its  banks.  But 
as  soon  as  these  ambassadors  were  passed  over,  and  were 
come  to  them,  and  a  congregation  was  assembled,  Phineas 
stood  up  and  said,  that  ''the  otibnce  they  had  been  guilty  of 
was  of  too  heinous  a  nature  to  be  punished  by  words  alone, 
or  by  them  only  to  be  amended  for  the  future  ;  yet  that  they 
did  not  so  look  at  the  heinousness  of  their  transgressions  as 
to  have  recourse  to  arms,  and  to  a  battle  for  their  punishment 
immediately^  but  that,  on  account  of  their  kindred,  and  the 
probability  there  was  that  they  might  be  reclaimed,  they  took 
this  method  of  sending  an  ambassage  to  them,  that  when  we 
have  learned  the  true  reasons  by  which  you  have  been  moved 
to  build  this  altar,  we  may  neither  seem  to  have  been  too 
rash  in  assaulting  you  by  our  weapons  of  war,  if  it  prove  that 
you  made  the  altar  for  justifiable  reasons,  and  may  then 
justly  ponish  you  if  the  accusation  prove  true :  for  we  can 
hardly  suppose  that  you,  who  have  been  acquainted  with  the 
will  of  God,  and  have  been  hearers  of  those  laws  which  he 
himself  hath  given  us,  now  you  are  separated  from  us,  and 
gone  to  the  patrimony  of  your?,  which  you,  through  the 
grace  of  God,  and  that  providence  he  exercises  over  you, 
have  obtained  by  lot,  can  forget  him,  and  can  leave  that  ark, 
and  that  altar  which  is  peculiar  to  us,  and  can  introduce 
strange  gods,  and  imitate  the  wicked  practices  of  the  Ca- 
naanites.  Now  this  will  appear  to  have  been  a  small  crime 
if  you  repent  now,  and  proceed  no  farther  in  your  madness, 
but  pay  a  due  reverence  to,  and  keep  in  mind,  the  laws  of 
your  country ;  but  if  you  persist  in  your  sins,  we  will  not 
grudge  our  pains  to  preserve  our  laws,  but  we  will  pass  over 
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Jordan  and  defend  tlietn,  and  defend  God  also^  and  shall 
esteem  of  you  as  of  men  no  way  diflering  from  the  Canaanttes, 
but  shall  destroy  you  in  the  like  manner  as  we  destroyed 
them ;  for  do  not  yon  imagine*  that  because  you  are  got  over 
the  river,  you  are  got  out  of  the  reach  of  God*s  power;  you 
are  every  where  in  places  that  belong  to  him,  and  impossible 
it  is  to  over-run  his  power,  and  the  punishment  he  will  bring 
on  men  thereby  :  but  if  you  think  that  your  settlement  here 
will  be  any  obstruction  to  your  conversion  to  what  is  good, 
nothing  need  hinder  us  from  dividing  tlie  land  anew,  and 
leaving  this  old  land  to  be  for  the  feeding  of  sheep ;  but  you 
will  do  well  to  return  to  jour  duty,  and  to  leave  off  these  new 
crimes :  and  we  beseech  you  by  your  children,  and  wives, 
not  to  force  us  to  punish  you.  Take,  therefore,  such  mea- 
sures in  this  assembly,  as  supposing  that  your  own  safety, 
and  the  safety  of  those  that  are  dearest  to  you»  is  therein 
concerned ;  and  believe  that  it  is  better  for  you  to  be  con- 
quered  by  words,  than  to  continue  in  your  purpose,  and  to 
experience  deeds  and  war  therefore." 

^7.  When  Fhineas  had  discoursed  thus,  the  governors  of 
the  assembly,  and  the  whole  multitude,  began  to  make  an 
apology  for  themselves,  concerning  what  they  were  accused 
of;  and  they  said  **that  they  neither  would  depart  from  tlie 
relation  they  bare  to  them,  nor  had  they  built  the  altar  by 
way  of  innovation ;  that  they  owned  one  and  the  same  com- 
mon God  with  all  the  Hebrews,  and  that  brazen  altar  which 
was  before  the  tabernacle,  on  which  they  would  offer  their 
sacrifices :  that  as  to  the  altar  they  had  raised,  on  account 
of  which  they  were  thus  suspected,  it  was  not  built  for  wor- 
ship, but  tliat  it  might  be  a  sign  and  a  monument  for  our  re- 
lation to  you  for  ever,  and  necessary  caution  to  us  to  act 
wisely,  and  to  continue  in  the  laws  of  our  country;  but  not 
a  handle  for  transgressing  them,  as  you  suspect :  and  let  God 
be  our  authentic  witness,  that  this  was  the  occasion  of  our 
building  this  altar:  whence  we  beg  you  will  have  a  better 
opinion  of  us,  and  do  not  impute  such  a  thing  to  us  as  would 
render  any  of  the  posterity  of  Abraham  well  worthy  of  per* 
dition,  in  case  they  attempt  to  bring  in  new  rites,  and  such 
as  are  different  from  our  usual  practices." 

28.  When  they  had  made  this  answer,  and  Phineas  bad 
commended  them  for  it,  he  came  to  Joshua  and  explained 
before  the  people  what  answer  they  had  received.  Now 
Joshua  was  glad  that  he  was  under  no  necessity  of  setting 
them  ill  array,  or  of  leading  them  to  shed  blood,  and  make 
war  against  men  of  their  own  kindred  ;  and  accordingly  he 
offered  sacrifices  of  thanksgiving  to  God  for  the  same:  so 
Joshua  after  that  dissolved  tliis  great  assembly  of  the  people 
and  sent  them  to  their  awn  inheritances,  while  he  himself 
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lived  in  Shechein.  But  in  the  twentieth  year  after  this,  when 
he  was  very  old,  he  sent  for  those  of  the  greatest  dignity  in 
the  several  cities,  with  those  in  authority,  and  the  senate,  and 
as  many  of  the  common  people  as  could  be  present ;  and 
when  they  were  come,  he  put  them  in  mind  of  all  the  benefits 
God  had  bestowed  on  t!iem,  which  could  not  but  be  a  great 
many,  since  from  a  low  estate  they  were  advanced  to  so  great 
a  degree  of  glory  and  plenty :  and  exhorted  them  to  take 
notice  of  the  intentions  of  God,  which  had  been  so  gracious 
towards  them  ;  and  told  them,  that  the  Deity  would  continue 
their  friend  by  nothing  else  hot  their  piety ;  and  that  it  was 
proper  for  him,  now  he  was  about  to  depart  out  of  this  life, 
to  leave  such  an  admonition  to  them,  and  he  desired  that 
they  would  keep  in  memory  this  his  exhortation  to  them* 

29,  So  Joshua,  when  he  had  thus  discoursed  to  them,  died, 
having  lived  a  hundred  and  ten  years  ;  forty  of  which  he  lived 
with  Sloses,  in  order  to  learn  what  might  be  for  his  advan- 
tage afterwards.  He  also  became  their  commander  after  his 
death  for  twenty-five  years.  He  was  a  man  that  wanted  not 
wisdom,  nor  eloquence,  to  declare  his  intentions  to  the  people, 
but  very  eminent  on  both  accounts.  He  was  of  great  courage 
and  magnanimity,  in  action  and  in  dangers,  and  very  saga- 
cious in  procuring  the  peace  of  the  people,  and  of  great  virtue 
at  all  proper  seasons.  He  was  buried  in  the  city  of  Timnah, 
of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim.  About  the  same  time  died  Eleazar 
the  high -priest,  leaving  the  high-priesthood  to  his  son 
Phineas.  His  monument  also^  and  sepulchre,  ai'e  in  the  city 
of  Gabatha''. 


^  StDce  Qot  only  Proeopiui  and  Suidasp  but  an  earlier  author.  Mos«a  ChoreDeaiis, 
)i.  2»63«  nnd  perhaps  from  bis  origiual  author  Mariba  Calioa,  one  as  old  as  Alex- 
under  the  Great*  sets  down  tbe  famous  iusciiptioD  at  Tangier  concerning  the  old 
Canaan  ilea  driven  out  of  PaleUine  by  Jo&hua^  take  tt  here  iq  that  author's  own 
wordf :  '*  We  are  tlio&e  exiles  that  were  goveraoiv  of  the  Canaanittti  but  have  bien 
driven  away  by  Joshua  the  robber,  and  are  cotne  to  inhabit  here.**  Sea  the  note 
there.  Nor  i&  it  unworthy  of  our  notice  what  Mosea  Choreneoisis  adds,  p,  &3»  and 
this  upon  a  dihgent  examinatiofj,  viz,  that  "  one  of  tho«e  eminent  men  among  the 
Canaaoites  earnest  the  same  time  into  Armeniaf  and  founded  the  Genthuitiaii  family, 
or  tribe  ',  and  that  this  was  con6rmed  by  the  maaQtra  of  the  same  family,  or  tribe, 
at  being  like  those  of  the  Canaanites/' 
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CHAPTER  IL 

How  after  the  death  of  Joshua  their  commander^ 

ites  tranxfrressedtke  laws  of  their  country  t  ond  experienced 
great  ajfflictions ;  and  when  there  was  a  sedition  ariseHt 
the  tribe  of  Benjamin  was  destroyed^  excepting  only  six 
hundred  men. 

§  1.  After  the  death  of  Joshua  and  Eleazar,  Phineas  pro- 
phesied', that  according  to  God*s  will  they  should  couimit 
the  government  to  the  tribe  of  Judah^  and  that  this  tribe 
should  destroy  the  race  of  the  Canaanites,  for  then  the  people 
were  concerned  to  learn  what  was  the  will  of  God.  They 
also  took  to  their  assistance  the  tribe  of  Simeon,  but  upon 
this  condition,  that  when  those  that  had  been  tributary  to 
the  tribe  of  Judah  should  be  slain,  they  should  do  the  like 
for  the  tribe  of  Simeon. 

2,  But  the  affairs  of  the  Canaanites  were  at  this  time  10 
a  flourishing  condition,  and  they  expected  the  Israelites 
with  a  great  army  at  the  city  of  Bezek,  having  put  the  gO* 
vernment  into  the  hands  of  Adonibezek*  which  name  denotes 
the  lord  of  Bezt^t,  for  Adoni  in  the  Hebrew  tongue  ia  called 
liord.  Now  they  hoped  to  have  been  too  hard  for  i\^ 
Iiraelites,  because  Joshua  was  dead  :  but  when  the  Israelites 
had  joined  battle  %vith  them,  1  mean  the  two  tribes  foefofe 
mentioned,  they  fought  gloriously,  and  slew  above  tCB 
thousand  of  them,  and  put  the  rest  to  flight!  and  in  the 
pursuit  they  took  Adonibezek,  who,  when  his  lingers  and 
toes  were  cut  ofl'  by  them,  said,  "  Nay,  indeed,  1  was  iwrt 
always  to  He  concealed  from  God,  as  I  find  by  what  I  no* 
endure,  while  I  have  not  been  ashamed  to  do  the  same  to 
seventy-two  kings'"."     So  they  carried  him  alive  as  far  as 

B^  propbet]fing,  when  spoken  of  a  bigh-iineit,  Jo««pbud,  both  Ken  tod  fo* 

ultini    "" 


qoetiUy  el£«where.  meaDs  no  more  than  consufttng  God  by  Urim,  wbicb  the 
ts  still  lo  hear  in  mind  upon  ill  occastODS.  And  if  St.  Jobn,  who  was  eootempoif^ 
wilh  Josepbus«  and  of  tbe  same  coutitry»  made  use  of  his  style,  wh€n  he  iaja,lb>i 
",Caiapbas  b<*in^  high -priest  that  year,  prophesied  that  Jesu;)  should  die  iot  Uvt 
nation,  and  not  for  that  Dalioa  only,  but  thai  also  he  should  gather  together  ibMA 
the  children  of  God  that  were  scattered  abroad/'  xu  51,513*  he  may  poisibtyBNtSt 
that  this  was  revealed  to  the  high-priest  by  an  extraordinary  voice  from  b«l«eM  tike 
cherabiras,  when  he  had  his  breast-plate,  or  Urira  andThummim.OQgJifefoTe;  K^^a 
the  moat  holy  place  of  the  temple,  which  was  no  other  than  the  oracle  of  \}nm  ««! 
Thummim«     Of  which  above  in  the  note  on  Antiq-  B.  HI.  chap.  viii.  §  9. 

«"  This  great  tiumber  of  seventy  two  result,  or  ^^mall  king*,  over  whom  K^m* 
bezek  had  (yraoni'^d,  and  for  which  he  was  punished  accojxfing  to  the  U%  i4tiiiafi» 
as  well  as  the  thirty-one  kings  of  Canaan  subdued  b^^  Joshua,  and  named  la  one 
chapter,  Josh.  xii.  and  thirty-two  kings,  or  royal  auxiliaries  to  lienhadad  kiaf  6^ 
Syria.  I  Kings  xx,  1,  Antlq.  B.  VUI,  cb,  ifiv.  §  \,  intimate  lo  us  what  %  "  "*~ 
ancicDl  form  of  government  among  several  nations  befotc  the  mooarchiea 
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Jerusalem;  and  when  he  was  dead,  they  buried  him  in  the 

earth,  and  went  on  still  in  taking  the  cities  :  and  when  they 

had  taken  the  greatest  part  of  them,  they  besieged  Jerusa- 

^m ;  and  when  they  had  taken  the  lower  city,  which  was 

K)t  under  a  considerable  time,  they  slew  all  the  inhabitants; 

Kit  the  upper  city  was  not  to  be  taken  without  great  dif- 

■eulty,  through  the  strength  of  its  walls,  and  the  nature  of 

the  place. 

3*  For  which  reason  they  removed  their  camp  to  Hebron; 
and  when  they  had  taken  it,  they  slew  all  the  inhabitants. 
There  were  till  then  left  the  race  of  giants,  who  had  bodies 
so  large,  and  countenances  so  entirely  ditferent  from  other 
men,  that  they  were  surprising  to  the  sight,  and  terrible  to 
^e  hearing.  The  bones  of  these  men  are  still  shown  to  this 
Hfery  day,  unlike  to  any  credible  relations  of  other  men, 
Wow  they  gave  this  city  to  the  Levites  as  an  extraordinary 
reward  I  with  the  suburbs  of  two  thousand  cities ;  but  the 
land  thereto  belonging  they  gave  as  a  free  gift  to  Caleb,  ac- 
cording to  the  injunctions  of  Moses:  this  Caleb  was  one  of 
the  spies  which  Moses  sent  into  the  land  of  Caniian.  They 
also  gave  land  for  habitation  to  the  posterity  of  Jethro,  the 
Midianite,  who  was  the  father- in-law  to  Moses  ;  for  they 
had  left  their  own  country,  and  followed  them,  and  accom- 
panied  them  in  the  wilderness. 

■l^4.  Now  the  tribes  of  Judah  and  Simeon  took  the  cities 

^Biich  were  in  the   mountainous   part   of  Canaan,   as    also 

Kskelon  and  Ashdod,  of  those  that  lay  near  the  sea;  but 

Waza  and  Ekron  escaped  them,  for  they,  lying  in  a  flat 

country,  and   having  a  great   number   of  chariots,   sorely 

galled  those  that  attacked  them  :  so  these  tribes,  when  they 

were  grown  very  rich  by  this  war,  retired  to  tlieir  own  cities, 

(d  laid  aside  their  weapons  of  war. 
5,  But  the  Benjamitesy  to  whom  belonged  Jerusalem, 
.  tb«t  eveij  city  or  hr^  towD,  with  its  neighbourtDg  vUlagett  wa^  &  distinct 
^^•niiDeDt  by  itself;  which  is  the  more  remarkable,  because  this  was  certainly 
dH  lorm  of  eccle^iasiical  government  that  was  settled  by  tbe  apoatles,  acd  pre- 
iwed  Ihrourhout  the  Cbrbtiiiii  church  in  the  lirst  sges  of  Chrijitiaiiity.  Mr. 
A4diM>Q  ts  of  opinion  that  *'  it  would  ceriaioly  be  for  the  good  of  mankind  to  have 
tSi  %ht  tnighty  empires  and  monarchies  of  the  wurld  cantoned  out  into  petty  stutes 
and  pfincipalitief,  that,  like  so  many  large  famihes,  might  lie  under  the  observn- 
tiOD  of  thcjr  proper  governors,  so  that  the  care  of  the  prince  mi^ht  extend  itself 
to  every  individual  person  under  bis  protection  ;  though  be  despairs  of  such  a  scheme 
betag  broti^ht  about,  and  thinks  that  if  it  were  it  would  quickly  he  destroyed." 
Keniarks  on  Italy,  4to.  p.  15  L  Nor  is  it  unfit  to  be  obs^'rvcd  here,  that  the 
Armenian  records,  lhoug;h  they  give  us  the  history  of  thirtjr-uineof  their  ancientest 
beroes,  or  governors,  after  the  Bood, before  thedaysof  Sardanapalus,  had  no  proper 
kiM  till  Ibe  40th,  Parsms*  See  Moses  Chorencnsis,  p.  &3,  And  that  Almighty 
Om  does  not  approve  of  such  absolute  and  tyrannical  monarchies,  any  one  may 

■      '     cli 


Ibat  reads  DeuU  xvii.  14—20,  and  I  SatDu  viii,  1—2*2  ;  allhoiigh,  if  such 
I  mm  set  up  is  own  him  for  their  supreme  king,  and  aim  to  govern  according 
I  U«rs,  be  hath  admitted  of  ihcmi  and  protected  tbomj  arrd  their  subjects,  in 
lil  giotrations. 
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permitted  its  inhabitants  to  pay  tribute.  So  they  all  left  off, 
the  one  to  kill,  and  the  other  to  eitpose  themselves  to 
danger,  and  had  time  to  cultivate  the  ground.  The  rest  of 
the  tribes  imitated  that  of  Benjamin,  and  did  the  same;  and, 
contenting  themselves  with  the  tributes  that  were  paid  them, 
permitted  the  Canaanites  to  live  in  peace. 

6.  However,  the  tribe  of  Ephraim,  when  they  besieged 
Bethel,  made  no  advance,  nor  performed  any  thing  worthy 
of  the  time  they  spent,  and  of  the  pains  they  took  about  thot 
aiege;  yet  did  they  persist  in  it,  still  sitting  down  before 
the  city,  though  they  endured  great  trouble  thereby;  but 
after  some  time,  they  caught  one  of  the  citizens  that  came 
to  them  to  get  necessaries,  and  they  gave  htm  some  as- 
Burances,  that  if  he  would  deliver  up  the  city  to  them  they 
would  preserve  him  and  his  kindred  ;  so  he  sware,  that  upon 
those  terms  he  would  put  the  city  into  their  hands.  Ac- 
cordingly he  that  thus  betrayed  the  city  was  preserved,  with 
his  family  ;  and  tlie  Israelites  slew  all  the  inhabitants^  tad 
retained  the  city  for  themselves. 

7.  After  this,  the  Israelites  grew  effeminate  as  to  fightin|^ 
any  more  against  their  enemies,  but  applied  themselves  te 
the  cultivation  of  the  land,  wliich  producing  them  greit 
plenty  and  riches,  they  neglected  the  regular  disposition  of 
their  settlement,  and   indulged   themselves  in   luxury  and 

fjleasures ;  nor  were  they  any  longer  careful  to  hear  the 
aws  that  belonged  to  tlieir  political  government :  whereupon 
God  was  provoked  to  anger,  and  put  them  in  mind,  first, 
how,  contrary  to  his  directions,  they  had  spared  the  €>• 
naanites,  and,  after  tliat,  how  those  Canaanites,  as  oppor- 
tunity served,  used  them  very  barbarously.  But  tte 
Israelites,  though  they  were  in  heaviness  at  these  adoioai* 
tions  from  God,  yet  were  they  still  very  unwilling  to  go  to 
war ;  and  since  they  got  large  tributes  from  the  Canaanite^^ 
and  were  indisposed  for  taking  pains  by  their  luxury,  they 
suffered  their  aristocracy  to  be  corrupted  also,  and  did  not 
ordain  themselves  a  senate^  nor  any  other  such  magistrates 
as  their  laws  had  formerly  required,  but  they  were  very 
much  given  to  cultivating  their  fields,  in  order  to  get  wealth; 
which  great  indolence  of  theirs  brought  a  terrible  sedition 
upon  them,  and  they  proceeded  so  far  as  to  tight  on* 
against  another,  from  the  following  occasion. 

8*  There"  was  a  Levitei  a  man  of  a  vulgar  family,  tllit 

"  Jot6phus*s  earl;  ditt€  of  ibis  bis  lory  before  the  beginning  of  tbe  judgei,  or 
when  there  was  no  kin^  id  Israel,  Judges  xix.  1.  is  strongly  coofimied  bvik 
large  number  of  Benjamites.  both  in  the  days  of  Asa  and  Jehoahapbat.  2  Cnroo. 
xiv.  8;  and  xvi.  17,  who  yet  were  here  reduced  to  au  hundred  mea  ;  nor  oaa 
Ihoie  Dutnbers  be  at  all  suppo&od  genuine*  if  they  were  reduced  ao  tato  %m  ibetod 
of  the  jtidgei^  where  our  other  copies  place  this  reductioQ. 
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belonged  to  the  tribe  of  Ephraim,  and  dwelt  therein  ;  this 
man  married  a  wife  from  Bethlehem,  which  is  a  place  be- 
longing to  the  tribe  of  Judah.     Now  he  was  very  fond  of 
^Us  wife,  and  overcome  with  her  beauty:  but  he  was  un- 
Bm>py  in  this,  that  he  did  not  meet  with  the  like  return  of 
V^^Ction  from  her,  for  she  was  averse  to  hhn,  which  did 
^MM^  inflame  his  passion  for  her,  so  that  they  quarrelled 
one  with  another  perpetually  ;  and  at  last  the  woman  was 
so  disgusted  at  these  quarrels,  that  she  left  her  husband, 
and  went  to  her  parents  in  the  fourth  month.   The  husband 
^eing  very  uneasy  at  this  her  departure,  and  that  out  of  his 
Hbndness  for  her,  came  to  his  father  and  mother-in-law,  and 
made  up  their  quarrels,  and  was  reconciled  to  her,  and  lived 
with  them  there  four  days,  as  being  kindly  treated  by  her 
parents.     On  the  fifth  day  he  resolved  to  go  home,  and 
went  away  in  the  evening ;  for  his  wife's  parents  were  loth 
to  part  with  their  daughter,  and  delayed  the  time  till  the 
day  was  gone-     Now  they  had  one  servant  that  followed 
them,  and  an  ass  on  which  the  woman  rode;  and  when  they 
were  near  Jerusalem,  having  gone  already  thirty  furlongs, 
the  servant  advised  them  to   take  up  their  lodgings  some- 
where, lest  some  misfortune  should  befiill  them  if  they  tra- 
€lled  in  the  night,  especially  since  they  were  not  far  off 
emiesj  that  season  often  giving   reason  for  suspicion  of 
ngers  from  even  such  as  are  friends  ;  but  the  husband  was 
not  nleased  with  this  advice,  nor  was  he  willing  to  take  up 
his  lodging  among  strangers,  for  tlie  city  belonged  to  the 
Canaanites,  but  desired  rather  to  go  twenty  furlongs  farther, 
and  so  to  take  their  lodgings  in  some  Israelite  city.     Ac- 

f)rdingly  he  obtained  his  purpose,  and  came  to  Gibeah,  a 
ity  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  when  it  was  just  dark;  and 
hile  no  one  that  lived  in  the  market-place  invited  him  to 
lodge  with  him,  there  came  an  old  man  out  of  the  field,  one 
that  was  indeed  of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim,  but  resided  in 
Gibeah,  and  met  him,  and  asked  him,  who  he  was,  and  for 
what  reason  he  came  thither  so  late,  and  why  he  was  looking 

fit  for  provisions  for  supper  when  it  was  dark.  To  which 
&  replied,  that  he  was  a  Levite,  and  was  bringing  his  wife 
om  her  parents,  and  was  going  home,  but  he  told  him  his 
habitation  was  in  the  tribe  of  Ephraim  :  so  the  old  man,  as 
WeU  because  of  their  kindred,  as  because  they  lived  in  the 
same  tribe,  and  also  because  they  had  thus  accidentally 
met  together,  took  him  in  to  lodge  with  him*  Now  certain 
young  men  of  the  inhabitants  of  Gibeah,  having  seen  the 
woman  in  the  market-place,  and  admiring  her  beauty,  when 
tliey  understood  that  she  lodged  with  the  old  man,  came  to 
the  doors,  as  contemning  the  weakness  and  fewness  of  the 
old  man's  family ;  and  when  the  old  man  desired  them  to 
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So  away,  and  not  to  offer  any  violence  or  abuse  there,  they 
esired  him  to  yield  them  up  the  strange  woman,  and  then 
he  should  have  no  harm  done  to  him :  and  when  the  old 
man  alleged  that  the  Levite  was  of  his  kindred,  and  that 
they  would   be  guilty  of  horrid   wickedness  if  they  8ii£> 
fered  themselves  to  be  overcome  by  their  pleasures,  and  lo 
offend  against  their  laws,  they  despised  his  righteous  admo- 
nition, and  laughed  him  to  scorn.     They  also  threatened  to 
kill  him  if  he  became  an  obstacle  to  their  inchnatioiu; 
whereupon,  when  he  found  himself  in  great  distress,  and 
yet  was  not  willing  to  overlook  his  guests,  and  see  them 
abused,  he  produced  his  own  daughter  to  them ;  and  told 
them,  that  it  was  a  smaller  breach  of  the  law  to  satisfy  their 
lust  upon  her,  than  to  abuse  his  guests,  supposing  that  he 
himself  should  by  this  means  prevent  any  injury  to  he  done 
to   those    guests.      When  they  no  way   abated  of  their 
earnestness  for  the  strange  woman,  but  insisted  absolutelj 
on  their  desires  to  have  her,  he  entreated  them  not  to  pe^ 
petrate  any  such  act  of  injustice ;  but  they  proceeded  to 
take  her  away  by  force,  and  indulging  still  more  the  vio- 
lence of  their  inclinations,  they  took  the  woman  away  to 
their  house,  and  when  they  had  satisfied  their  lust  upon  her 
the  whole  night,  they  let  her  go  about  day-break.     So  she 
came  to  the  place  where  she  had  been  entertained,  under 
great  affliction  at  what  had  happened ;  and  was  very  soi^ 
rowful  upon  occasion  of  what  she  had  suffered,  and  dunt 
not  look  her  husband  in  the  face  for  shame,  for  she  con- 
cluded that  he  would  never  forgive  her  for  what  she  had 
done ;  so  she  fell  down,  and  gave  up  the  ghost :  but  her 
husband  supposed  that  his  wife  was  only  fast  asleep,  and, 
thinking  nothing  of  a  more  melancholy  nature  had  hap- 
pened, endeavoured  to  raise  her  up,  resolving  to  speak  com- 
fortably to  her,  since  she  did  not  voluntarily  expose  herself 
to  these  men's  lust,  but  was  forced  away  to  their  house; 
but  as  soon  as  he  perceived  she  was  dead,  he  acted  as  pni- 
dently  as  the  greatness  of  his  misfortunes  would  adroit,  and 
laid  his  dead  wife  upon  the  beast,  and  carried  her  home; 
and  cutting  her  limb  by  limb  into  twelve  pieces,  he  sent 
them  to  every  tribe,  and  gave  it  in  charge  to  those  that 
carried  them,  to  inform  the  tribes  of  those  that  were  the 
causes  of  his  wifc^s  death,  and  of  the  violence  they  had 
offered  to  her. 

9.  Upon  this  the  people  were  greatly  disturbed  at  what 
they  saw,  and  at  what  they  heard,  as  never  having  had  the 
experience  of  such  a  thing  before :  so  they  gathered  thenn 
selves  to  Shiloh,  out  of  a  prodigious  and  a  just  anger,  and 
assembling  in  a  great  congregation  before  the  tabernacle,  they 
immediately  resolved  to  take  arms,  and  to  treat  the  inhabit- 
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of  Gibeali  as  enemies ;  but  the  senate  restrained  tliem 
doing  so,  and  persuaded  them,  that  they  ought  not  so 
Silly  to  make  war  upon  people  of  the  same  nation  mih  them, 
fore  they  discoursed  tliem  by  words  concerning  the  accusa- 
m  laid  against  them;  it  being  part  of  theh*  law,  that  tliey 
Hnild  not  bring  an  army  against  foreigners  themselves,  when 
ey  appear  to  have  been  injurious,  without  sending  an  am- 
BSiige  first,  and  trying  thereby  whether  they  wilt  repent  or 
nnd  accordingly  they  exhorted  them  to  do  what  tliey 
ght  to  do  in  obedience  to  their  laws,  that  is,  to  send  to  the 
labitants  of  Gibeah,  to  know  whether  they  would  deliver 
the  offenders  to  them,  and,  if  they  deliver  them  up,  to 
lied  with  the  punishment  of  those  oflenders;  but  if 
J  ised  the  message  that  was  sent  them,  to  punish  them, 
taking  up  arms  against  them.     Accordingly  they  sent  to 
inhabitants  of  Gibeah,  ynd  accused  the  young  men  of  the 
Imes  committed  in  the  affair  of  the  Levite's  wife,  and  re- 
ired  of  them  tliose  that  had  done  what  was  contrary  to  the 
r,  that  they  might  be  punished,  as  having  justly  deserved 
Mie  for  what  tliey  had  done  ;  but  the  inhabitants  of  Gibeah 
^uld  not  deliver  up  the  young  men,  and  thought  it  too  re* 
oachful  to  them,  out  of  fear  of  war,  to  submit  toother  men's 
niands  upon   them;    vaunting   themselves   to  be   no  way 
trior  to  any  in  war,  neither  in  their  number  nor  in  courage. 
tie  rest  of  their  tribe  were  also  making  great  preparation 
war,  for  they  were  so  insolently  mad  as  also  to  resolve  to 
repel  force  by  force. 

tlO.  When  it  was  related  to  the  Israelites  what  the  inhabit- 
ts  of  Gibeah  had  resolved  upon,  they  took  their  oath  that 
one  of  them  would  give  his  daughter  in  marriage  to  a 
njamite,  but  make  war  with  greater  fury  against  them  than 
w©  have  learned  our  forefathers  made  war  against  the  Ca- 
jMnttes;    and  sent  out  presently  an  army  of  four  hundred 
jst^ind  against   them,   while    the   Benjamites*   army   was 
ity-five  thousand  and  six  hundred;  five  hundred  of  which 
&re  excellent  at  slinging  stones  with  their  left  hands,  inso- 
»ch  that  when  the  battle  was  joined  at  Gibeah  ilie  Ben- 
»ite§  beat  the  Israelites,  and  of  them  there  fell  two  thou- 
nd  men ;  and  probably  more  had  been  destroyed  had  not 
night  come  on  and  prevented  it,  and  broken  off  the  fight; 
the  Benjamites  returned  to  the  city  with  joy,  and  the 
raelites  returned  to  their  camp  in  a  great  fright  at  what 
happened*     On  the  next  day,  when  they  fought  again, 
Benjamites  beat  them,  and  eighteen  thousand  of  the 
raelites  w-ere  slain,  and  the  rest  deserted  their  camp  out  of 
ir  of  a  greater  slaughter.     So  they  came  to  Bethel",  a  city 

/<k«cp>bui  Mcms  here  to  have  made  a  small  miEitake.  wlien  he  took  the  Hebrew 
*  Bcib*ful,  which  dcnotei  *  the  boii*c  of  God/  or  the  tabernncle»  Judg.  x%.  16. 
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that  was  near  their  camp,  and  fasted  on  the  next  day ;  and 
besought  God  hy  Phineas  ihe  high-priest,  that  hiu  wrath 
against  them  might  cease,  and  that  he  would  he  satisBed  with 
these  two  defeats,  and  give  them  the  victory  and  power  over 
their  enemies.  Accordingly  God  promised  them  so  to  do, 
by  the  prophesying  of  Phineas. 

1  L  When  therefore  they  had  divided  the  army  into  two 
parts,  they  laid  the  one  hdlf  of  them  in  ambush  about  the 
city  Gibeah  by  night,  while  the  other  half  attacked  the  Beo* 
jamites,  who  retiring  upon  the  assault,  the  Benjamites  pursued 
them,  white  the  Hebrews  retired  by  slow  degrees,  as  very 
desirous  to  draw  them  entirely  from  the  city ;  and  the  other 
followed  them  as  they  retired,  till  both  the  old  men  and  young 
men  that  were  left  in  the  city,  as  too  weak  to  fight,  came 
running  out  together  with  them,  as  willing  to  bring  their 
enemies  under.  However,  when  they  were  a  great  way  from 
the  city,  the  Hebrews  ran  away  no  longer,  but  turned  back 
to  fight  them,  and  lifted  up  the  signal  they  had  agreed  on  to 
those  that  lay  in  ambush^  who  rose  up,  and  with  a  great  noise 
fell  upon  the  enemy*  Now,  as  8oon  as  ever  they  perceived 
themselves  to  be  deceived,  they  knew  not  what  to  do;  and 
when  they  were  driven  into  a  certain  hollow  place  which  was 
in  a  valley,  they  were  shot  at  by  those  that  encompassed  them 
till  they  were  all  destroyed,  excepting  six  hundred,  which 
formed  themselves  into  a  close  body  of  men,  and  forced  their 
passajtre  through  the  midst  of  their  enemies,  and  fled  to  the 
neighbouring  mountains,  and,  seizing  upon  them,  remained 
there;  but  the  rest  of  them,  being  about  twenty-five  thousand^ 
were  slain.  Then  did  the  Israelites  burn  Gibeah,  and  slev 
the  women,  and  the  males  that  were  under  age ;  and  did  the 
same  also  to  the  other  cities  of  the  Benjamites.  And,  indeed, 
they  were  enraged  to  that  degree,  that  they  sent  twelve 
thousand  men  out  of  the  army,  and  gave  them  orders  to  de- 
stroy Jabesh  Gilead,  because  it  did  not  join  with  them  in 
fighting  against  the  Benjamites.  Accortlingly,  those  that 
were  sent  slew  the  men  of  war,  with  their  children  and  wivfSi 
excepting  four  hundred  virgins.  To  such  a  degree  had  they 
proceeded  in  their  anger,  because  they  not  only  had  the 
suffering  of  the  Levite*s  wife  to  avenge,  but  the  slaughter  of 
their  own  soldiers. 

1*2.  However,  they  afterward  were  sorry  for  the  calamity 
they  had  brought  upon  the  Benjamites,  and  appointed  a  fast 
on  that  account,  although  they  supposed  those  men  had 
suffered  justly  for  their  offence  against  the  laws ;    so  they 


for  the  proper  n^mt  of  a  place  Belliel,  it  no  wnv  appear!  cig  that  the  tabernacle  «ii 
ever  ai  Detiid ;  only  to  far  it  is  true,  that  SHiliili,  tUe  place  o(  the  tafaerttaele  >&  till 
dajs  of  the  Judgva,  was  not  far  from  BetheL 
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recallec)  by  their  ambassadors  tliose  six  hundred  which  bad 
escaped.  These  had  seated  themselves  on  a  certain  rock 
called  Riinmon,  which  was  in  the  wilderness.  So  the  am- 
bassadors lamented  not  only  the  disaster  that  had  befallen 
^he  Benjamites,  but  themselves  also,  by  this  destructinn  of 
■^ir  kindred;  and  persuaded  them  to  take  it  patiently,  and 
Kcome  and  unite  with  them,  and  not,  so  far  as  in  them  lay, 
Bgive  their  suflrage  to  the  utter  destruction  of  the  tribe  of 
V^njainin;  and  said  to  them,  **  We  give  you  leave  to  take 
the  whole  land  of  Benjamin  to  yourselves,  and  as  much  prey 
J  you  are  able  to  carry  away  with  you."  So  these  men  with 
rrow  confessed,  that  what  had  been  done  was  accortting  to 
(decree  of  God,  and  had  happened  for  their  own  wicked- 
5,  and  assented  to  those  that  invited  them,  and  came  down 
[their  own  tribe.  The  Israelites  also  gave  them  the  four 
idred  virgins  of  Jabesh  Gilead  for  wives;  but  as  to  the 
aaining  tw^o  hundred,  they  deliberated  about  it  how  tliey 
rht  compass  wives  enough  for  them,  and  that  they  might 
re  children  by  them ;  and  whereas  they  had,  before  the 
"  began,  taken  an  oath,  that  no  one  would  give  his  daughter 
jjwife  to  a  Benjamite,  some  advised  them  to  have  no  regard 
kM'hat  they  had  sworn,  because  the  oath  had  not  been  taken 
pisedly  and  judiciously,  but  in  a  passion,  and  thought  that 
py  should  do  nothing  against  God,  if  they  were  able  to 
re  a  whole  tribe  which  was  in  danger  of  perishing;  and 
perjury  was  then  &  sad  and  dangerous  thing*  not  when 
i  done  out  of  necessity,  but  when  it  is  done  with  a  wicked 
mtion.  But  when  the  senate  were  affrighted  at  the  very 
name  of  perjury,  a  certain  person  told  them,  that  he  could 
ghpw  them  a  way  whereby  they  might  procure  the  Benjamites 
Hvea  enough,  and  yet  keep  tlieir  oath.  They  asked  him 
wLat  his  proposal  was.  He  said,  **  that  three  times  in  a  year 
wben  we  meet  in  Shiloli,  our  wives  and  our  daughters  ac- 
company us:  let  then  the  Benjamites  be  allowed  to  steal 
away  and  marry,  such  women  as  they  can  catch,  while  we 
will  neither  incite  them  nor  forbid  them ;  and  when  their 
rents  take  it  ill,  and  desire  us  to  inflict  punishment  upon 
cm,  we  will  tell  them,  that  they  were  themselves  the  cause 
;  had  happened,  by  neglecting  to  guard  their  daughters, 
kat  they  ought  not  to  be  over-angry  at  the  Benjamites, 
ice  that  anger  was  permitted  to  rise  too  high  already/*  So 
Israelites  were  persuaded  to  follow  this  advice,  and  de- 
ted,  that  the  Benjamites  should  be  allowed  thus  to  steal 
aselves  wives.  So  when  the  festival  was  coming  on,  these 
hundred  Benjamites  lay  in  ambush  before  the  city,  by 
fo  and  three  together,  and  waited  for  the  coming  of  the 
^gins,  in  the  vineyards  and  other  places  where  they  could 
'  concealed.     Accordingly  the  virgins  came  along  playingi 
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and  suspected  nothing  of  what  was  coming  upon  theia,  4nd 
walked  after  an  unguarded  manner,  so  those  that  lay  scattered 
m  the  road  ruse  up,  and  caught  hold  of  them:  by  this  roeanti 
these  Benjamites  got  them  wives,  and  fell  to  agriculture,  aud 
took  good  care  to  recover  their  former  happy  state.  And 
thus  was  this  tribe  of  the  Benjamites,  after  they  had  been  ra 
danger  of  entirely  perishing,  saved  in  the  manner  fore- 
mentioned,  by  the  wisdom  of  the  Israelites :  and  accordingly 
it  presently  flourished,  and  soon  increased  to  be  a  multitiule, 
and  came  to  enjoy  all  other  degrees  of  happiness.  And  sucii 
was  the  conclusion  of  this  war. 


CHAPTER  IIL 


flfff 


How  the  Israelites  after  this  misfortune  grew  wicked, 
served  the  Assyrians ;  and  how   God  dethered  them  btj 
Othnielf  who  ruled  over  them  forty  years, 

I  I.  Now  it  happened,  that  the  tribe  of  Dan  suffered  in  like 
manner  with  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  ;  and  it  came  to  do  ao  ow 
the  occasion  following:  When  the  Israelites  had  already  left 
ofl*the  exercise  of  their  arms  for  w^ar,  and  were  intent  upon 
their  husbandry,  the  Canaanites  despised  them,  and  brought 
together  an  army,  not  because  they  expected  to  sufler  by 
them,  but  because  they  had  a  mind  to  have  a  sure  prospect 
of  treating  the  Hebrews  ill  when  they  pleased,  and  miglit 
thereby  for  the  time  to  come  dwell  in  their  own  cities  tJie 
more  securely  ;  they  prepared  tlierefore  their  chariots,  and 
gathered  their  soldiery  together,  their  cities  also  combined 
together,  and  drew  over  to  them  Askelon  and  Ekron,  which 
were  within  the  tribe  of  Judah,  and  many  more  of  those  that 
lay  in  the  plain.  They  also  forced  the  Danites  to  ily  into 
the  mountainous  country,  and  left  them  not  the  least  portion 
of  the  phiiu  country  to  set  their  foot  on.  Since  then  these 
Danites  were  not  able  to  fight  them,  and  had  not  land 
enough  to  sustain  them,  they  sent  five  of  their  men  into  tlie 
midland  country  to  see  for  a  land  to  which  they  might  re- 
move their  habitation.  So  tliese  men  went  as  far  as  the 
neighbourhood  of  mount  Libanus,  and  the  fountains  of  the 
lesser  Jordan,  at  the  great  plain  of  Sidon,  a  day *s  journey 
from  the  city;  and  when  they  had  taken  a  view  of  the  land, 
and  found  it  to  be  good  and  exceeding  fruitful,  they  ic- 
quainted  their  tribe  with  it,  whereupon  they  made  an  expe- 
dition with  the  army,  and  built  there  the  city  Dan*  of  the 
same  name  with  the  son  of  Jacobs  and  of  the  same  hahms 
with  their  own  tribe. 
2*  The  Israelites  grew  so  indolent,  and  unready  of  taking 
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lins,  that  misfurtunes  came  heavier  upon  theirtj  which  also 
foceeded  in  part  from  their  contempt  of  the  di\nne  worship  ; 
far  when  they  had  once  fallen  off  from  the  regularity  of  their 

KHtical  government,  they  indulged  themselves  further  in 
ing  according  to  their  own  pleasure,  and  according  to 
their  own  willj  till  they  w^ere  full  of  the  evil  doings  that  were 
)K>mmon  among  the  Canaanites.  God  therefore  was  angry 
Hch  thera,  and  they  lost  that  their  liappy  state  which  they 
Bd  obtained  by  innumerable  labours,  by  their  luxury  :  for 
Blen  Chushan,  king  of  ihe  Assyrians,  had  made  war  against 
fliem,  they  lost  many  of  their  soldiers  in  the  battle,  and 
wlrcn  they  were  besieged ,  they  were  taken  by  force  ;  nay, 
there  were  some,  who,  out  of  fear,  voluntarily  submitted  to 
hiin,  and  though  the  tribute  laid  upon  them  was  more  than 
they  could  bear,  yet  did  they  pay  it,  and  underwent  all  sort 
"  oppression  for  eight  years ;  after  which  time  they  were 
peel  from  them  in  the  following  manner. 
\S,  There  was  one  whose  name  was  Othniel,  the  son  of 
maz,  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  an  active  man  and  of  great 
nmge.  He  had  an  admonition  from  God»  not  to  overlook 
Israelites  in  such  a  distress  as  they  were  now  in,  but  to 
leavour  lioldly  to  gain  tbem  their  liberty^  so  when  he  had 
cured  some  to  assist  him  in  this  dangerous  undertaking, 
'  few  they  were,  who,  either  out  of  shame  at  their  present 
K*umstances,  or  out  of  a  desire  of  changing  them,  could  be 
availed  on  to  assist  him,)  he  first  of  all  destroyed  that  gar- 
>n  which  Chushan  had  set  over  them ;  hut  when  it  was 
rceived  that  he  had  not  iailed  in  his  Hrst  attempt,  more  of 
the  people  came  to  his  assistance;  so  they  joined  battle  with 
Assyrians,  and  drove  them  entirely  before  tbem,  and 
ipelled  them  to  pass  over  Euphrates,  Hereupon  Othniel, 
lio  had  given  such  proofs  of  liis  valour,  received  from  the 
iltitude  authority  to  judge  the  people :  and  when  he  had 
'  over  thera  forty  yearsj  he  died. 


CHAPTER  IV. 


9W  our  peoplrC  served  the  Afoabites  eighteen  years^  and 
vere  then  delhercd  from  slavery  by  one  Ehud,  who  re- 
iained  the  dominion  eighty  years* 

.  M^riEN  Othniel  was  dead,  the  affairs  of  the  Israel Jtcs 
again  into  disorder:  and  while  they  neither  paid  to  God 
the  honour  due  to  him,  nor  were  obedient  to  the  laws,  their 
afllietions  increased,  till  Eglon  king  of  the  IMoabites  did  so 
fatly  despise  them  on  account  of  the  disorders  of  their 
'itical  government,  that  he  made  war  upon  them,  and 
VOL.  t.  \i 
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overcame  them  in  several  battles,  and  made  the  most  cour- 
ageous to  submit,  and  entirely  subdued  their  armVi  and 
ordered  them  to  pay  him  tribute.  And  when  he  had  built 
him  a  royal  palace  at  JericlioP,  he  omitted  no  method 
whereby  he  might  distress  them;  and  indeed  he  reduced 
them  to  poverty  for  eighteen  years.  But  ^vhen  God  had 
once  taken  pity  of  the  Israelites,  on  account  of  their  affile* 
tions»  and  was  moved  to  compassion  by  their  supplications 
put  up  to  him,  he  freed  them  from  the  hard  usage  they  had 
met  with  under  the  Moabites.  This  hberty  he  procured 
them  in  the  following  manner. 

Q,  There  was  a  young  man  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin, 
whose  name  w  as  Ehud,  the  son  of  Gera,  a  man  of  very  great 
courage  in  bold  undertakings,  and  of  a  very  strong  bodVtfit 
for  hard  labour,  but  best  skilled  in  using  his  left  hand,  ill 
which  was  his  whole  strength;  and  he  also  dwelt  at  Jericho. 
Now  this  man  became  familiar  with  Eglon,  and  that  by 
means  of  presents,  %vith  which  he  obtained  his  favour,  and 
insinuated  himself  into  his  good  opinion,  whereby  he  was 
also  beloved  of  those  that  were  about  the  king*  Now,  when 
on  a  time  he  was  bringing  presents  to  the  king,  and  had  two 
servants  w^ith  him,  he  put  a  dagger  on  his  right  thigh  se- 
cretly, and  went  in  to  him  :  it  was  then  summer  time,  and 
the  middle  of  the  day,  when  the  guards  were  not  strictly  on 
their  watch,  both  because  of  the  heat,  and  because  they 
were  gone  to  dinner.  So  the  young  man,  when  he  had 
offered  his  presents  to  the  king,  who  then  resided  in  a  small 
parlour  that  stood  conveniently  to  avoid  the  heat,  fell  into 
discourse  with  him,  for  they  were  now  alone,  the  king  having 
bid  his  servants  that  attended  him  to  go  their  w^ays,  because 
he  had  a  mind  to  talk  with  Ehud.  He  was  now  sitting  on 
his  throne  ;  and  fear  seized  Ehud  lest  he  should  mis.*  his 
stroke  and  not  give  him  a  deadly  wound,  so  he  raised  himself 
up,  and  said  he  had  a  dream  to  impart  to  him  by  the  com* 
mand  of  God  ;  upon  which  the  king  leaped  out  of  his  throoe 
for  joy  of  the  dream,  so  Ehud  smote  him  to  the  heart,  and 
leaving  his  dagger  in  his  body,  he  went  out  and  shut  the 
door  after  him.  Now  the  king^s  servants  were  very  still,  w 
supposing  that  the  king  had  composed  himself  to  sleep, 

3,  Hereupon  Ehud  informed  the  people  of  Jericho 
privately  of  what  he  had  done,  and  exhorted  them  to  recover 

P  It  app«an  bj  the  ftacred  hittoryi  Judg.  i,  16;  iii.  13.  thit  Eglon's  pavUioBtf 
pfilftce  Mras  it  the  city  of  pa1ni*trcei,  ai  the  place  where  Jcricbo  hod  stood  is  caJM 
after  iti  dealTuction  oy  Joshua,  thsit  it,  at  or  near  ihe  demolished  city.  Accod* 
ingly  Joscphus  say*  it  was  Jericho,  or  rather  in  that  fine  country  of  palm-tfctf. 
upon,  or  near  to,  the  same  spot  of  ground  on  which  Jericho  bad  formerly  ^tood,  lad 
on  which  it  was  rebyiU  bv  Ilicl,  I  Kings,  xvi»  34.  Our  other  copieii  that  arotd  (!;» 
proper  name  Jericho,  ana  call  it  the  ciiy  of  palm-trees  only,  speak  bere  mort  ifi* 
ctirately  than  Jnnephus. 
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eir  liberty,  who  heard  him  gladly,  and  went  to  their  arms, 
sent  messengers  over  the  country,  that  should  sound 
impets  of  rams'  horns ;  for  it  was  our  custom  to  call  the 
5pfe  together  by  them.  Now  the  attendants  of  Eglon 
fere  Ignorant  of  what  misfortune  had  befallen  him  for  a 
eat  while;  hut  towards  the  evening,  fearing  some  un- 
fiimon  accident  had  happened,  they  entered  into  his 
Irlour,  and  when  they  found  him  dead,  they  were  in  great 
Iborder,  and  knew  not  what  to  do ;  and  before  the  guards 
could  be  got  together,  the  multitude  of  the  Israelites  came 
Hlon  them,  so  that  some  of  them  were  slain  immediately, 
^■d  some  were  put  to  flight,  and  ran  away  toward  the 
Huntry  of  Moab,  in  onler  to  save  themselves.  Their 
wnmber  was  above  ten  thcmsand.  The  Israelites  seized 
jon  the  ford  of  Jordan,  and  pursued  them,  and  slew  thera, 
many  of  them  they  killed  at  the  ford,  nor  did  one  of 
escape  out  of  their  liands ;  anil  by  this  means  it  was 
Hebrews  freed  themselves  from  slavery,  under  the 
kes,  Ehud  also  was  on  this  account  dic;rnified  with 
eernment  over  all  the  multitude,  and  died  after  he 
ield  the  government  eighty  years*'.  lie  was  a  man 
^orthy  of  commendation,  even  besides  what  he  deserved  for 
forementioned  act  of  hts.  After  him  Shamgar,  tlie  son 
Anath,  was  elected  for  their  governor,  but  died  in  the 
It  year  of  his  government. 


CHAPTER  V. 

ihe  Cannanites  brought  (he  Israelites  under  slatery 
for  twenty  years;  after   which  they   were  delivered  btj 
rak  and  Deborah^   teho   ruled  over   them  for  forty 
years, 

M.  And  now  it  was  that  the  Israelites,  taking  no  warning 
^f  their  former  misfortunes  to  amend  their  manners,  and 
neither  worshipping  God  nor  submitting  to  the  laws,  were 
brought  under  slavery  by  Jabin,  the  king  of  the  Canaanites, 
Wki  that  before  they  had  a  short  breathing-time  after  the 

t  Thcie  eigbtv  yean  for  the  government  of  Ebud  are  necewtTy  to  Jowphui'i 
tififtl  Urge  QumWrt  betweeo  the  eivrodus  and  ihe  building  of  the  temple,  of  five 
h««<)r«ti  ftod  ninety-two*  or  six  hundred  and  twelve  yeais,  but  not  to  the  smaSle^t 
wmmb^tat  four  hundred  and  eighty  years,  I  Kiugs,  vi.  K  which  lesaer  aumber 
Joi»pliiis  s«em«  sometimes  to  have  rollowed.  And  since  in  the  beginning  of  the 
Vebipter  it  is  raid  by  Jo&ephu^,  that  there  was  hardly  a  breathing  time  for  the 
nlifes  before  Jabin  came  and  enslaved  them,  it  is  highly  probable,  that  lome  of 
les  to  Itis  time  had  here  only  eight  years  instead  of  eighty  ;  as  had  that  of 
Btif  of  Antioch,  Ad  Autolyc.  Lib.  III.  and  thi»  most  probably  from  hi§ 
loeephtia* 


iW!b 


ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS,     [sooit  v* 


slavery  under  the  Moabites;  for  this  Jabin  came  out  ol 
Hiizor,  a  city  that  was  situate  over  the  lake  Setnechoniti^,' 
and  had  in  pay  three  hundred  thousand  foot-men,  and  ten 
thousand  horsemen,  with  no  fewer  than  three  thousand 
chariots,  Sisera  was  the  commander  of  all  his  army,  and 
was  the  principal  person  in  the  king's  favour.  He  so  sorely 
beat  the  Israelites  when  they  fought  with  him,  that  he 
ordered  them  to  pay  tribute* 

2,  So  they  continued  to  undergo  that  hardship  for  twenty 
years,  as  not  good  enough  of  themselves  to  gfow^  wise  by 
their  misfortunes*     God  was  willing  also  hereby  the  more 
to  subdue  their  obstinacy  and  ingratitude  towards  himself: 
60  when  at  length  they  were  become  penitent,  and  were  so 
wise  as  to  learn  that  their  calamities  arose  from  their  con* 
tempt    of   the    laws,   they    besought    Deborah,   a   certain 
prophetess  among  them  (which  name  in  the  Hebrew  tongue 
signifies  a  Bee),  to  pray  to  God  to  take  pity  on  them,  and 
not  to  overlook  them,  now  they  were  ruined  by  the  Can»an- 
ites*     So  God  granted  them  deliverance,  and  chose  them  a 
general,  Barak,  one  that  was  of  the  triiie  of  Naphtali,  (now 
Barak,  in  the  Hebrew  tongue,  signifies  Lii/htuing). 

3,  So  Deborah  sent  for  Barak,  and  bid  him  choose  kin 
out  ten  thousand  young  men  to  go  against  the  enemy,  be* 
cause  God  htid  said  that  that  number  was  sufficient,  mi 
promised  them  victory.  But  when  Barak  saidj  that  he 
would  not  be  (he  general,  unless  she  would  also  go  as  a 
general  with  him,  she  had  indignation  at  what  he  said,  and 
replied,  **Thou,  O  Barak,  deliverest  up  meanly  that  author- 
ity which  God  hath  given  thee,  into  the  hand  of  a  woman: 
I  do  not  reject  it.*'  So  they  collected  ten  thousand  men, 
and  pitched  their  camp  at  mount  Tabor,  where,  at  tlit 
king's  command,  Sisera  met  them,  and  pitched  his  camp  not 
far  from  the  enemy ;  whereupon  the  Israelites,  and  Bawt 
himself,  were  so  aftnghted  at  the  multitude  of  those  enemies, 
that  they  were  resolved  to  march  off\  had  not  Deborah  re- 
tained them,  and  commanded  them  to  fight  the  enemy  that 
very  day,  for  that  they  shoidd  conquer  them,  and  God 
would  be  their  assistance, 

4,  So  the  battle  began ;  and  w^hen  they  were  come  to  t 
close  fighti  there  came  down  from  heaven  a  great  stann, 
with  a  vast  quantity  of  rain  and  hail,  and  the  wind  blew  the 
rain  in  the  face  of  the  Canaanites,  and  so  darkened  their 
eyes,  their  arrows  and  slings  were  of  no  advantage  to  tbenii 
nor  would  the  coldness  of  the  air  permit  the  soldiers  to 
make  use  of  their  swords  ;  w  hile  this  storm  did  not  so  muck 
incommode  the  Israelites,  because  it  came  in  their  backs- 
They  also  took  such  courage,  upon  the  apprehensnon  that 
God  was  assisting  them,  that  they  fell  upon  the  verj'  mid»l 
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mi  their  enemiesi  and  slew  a  great  number  of  them,  so  that 
Bme  of  them  fell  by  the  Israelites,  some  fell  by  their  own 
Jbrses,  which  were  put  into  disorder,  and  not  a  few  were 
Rilled  by  their  own  ciiariots.  At  last  Sisera,  as  soon  a^  he 
f^w  himself  beaten,  fletl  away,  and  came  to  a  woman  whose 

Ene  was  Jael,  a  Kenite,  who  received  him,  when  he  desired 
be  concealed  ;  and  when  he  asked  for  somewhat  to  drink, 
*  gave  him  sour  milk,  of  which  he  drank  so  immeasurably, 
t  be  felt  asleep ;  but  when  he  was  asleep,  Jael  took  an 
iron  nail,  and  drove  it  through  his  temples  with  a  hammer 
the  floor  :  and  when  Barak  came  a  little  forward,  she 
>wed  Sisera  nailed  to  the  ground.     And  thus  was  this 
Dtory  gained  by  a  woman,  as  Deborah  had  foretold.   Barak 
fought  with  Jabin  at  Hazor;  and  when  he  met  with 
CI,  he  slew  him:  and  when  the  general  was  fallen,  Barak 
erthrew  the  city  to  the  foundation,   and  was  the  com- 
[ider  of  the  Israelites  for  forty  years. 


CHAPTER  VL 

the  Midianites  and  other  nations  fought  against  the 
tjsraeliies,  and  beat  them,  ami  afflicted  their  country  for 
weven  years*     How  they  were  delivered  by  (Jideon,  who 
\tled  over  the  multitude  for  set  en  years^ 

L  Now  when  Barak  and  Deborah  were  dead,  whose 
itba  happened  about  the  same  time,  afterwards  the  Midi- 
ites  called  the  Amalekites  and  Arabians  to  their  assist* 

?,  and  made  war  against  the  Israelites,  and  were  too 
rd  for  those  that  fought  against  them;  and  when  they 
d  burnt  the  fruits  of  the  earth,  they  carried  oft"  the  prey. 
iw  when  they  had  done  this  for  three  years,  the  multitude 
>the  Israelites  retired  to  the  monntainn,  and  forsook  the 
^n  country.  They  also  mcule  themselves  hollows  under 
Ckund,  and  caverns,  and  preserved  therein  whatsoever  had 

iped  their  enemies ;  for  the  Midianites  made  expeditions 
^ harvest-time,  but  permitted  them  to  plough  the  land  in 
liter,  that  so,  when  the  others  had  taken  the  pains,  they 
^ht  have  fruits  for  them  to  carry  away.  Indeed  there 
sued  a  famine,  and  a  scarcity  of  food,  upon  which  they 
look  themselves  to  their  supplications  tu  God,  and  he- 
ight him  to  save  them* 

\L  Gideon  also,  the  son  of  Joash,  one  of  the  principal 

rsons  of  the  tribe  of  Manasseh,  brought  his  sheaves  of 

privately,  and  threshed  them  at  the  wine-press;    for 

^was  too  fearful  of  their  enemies,  to  thresh  them  openly 

l|tl€  threshing-floor.     At  this  time  somewhat  appeared  to 
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eat  ac*    , 

radi^H 

0  som^ 


him  in  the  shape  of  a  young  manj  and  toUl  bim»  '*  thail  I 
was  a  happy  man,  and  beloved  of  God."  To  which  he 
mediately  replied,  '*  A  mighty  indication  of  God's  favour  tal 
me,  that  I  am  forced  to  use  this  wine-press  instead  of  aj 
threshing-floor!"  But  the  appearance  exhorted  him  to  be] 
of  gooil  courage,  and  to  make  an  attempt  for  the  recovery  j 
of  their  hberty.  He  answered,  that  **  it  was  impossible  for 
him  to  recover  it,  because  the  tribe  to  which  he  belonged 
was  by  no  means  numerous,  and  because  he  was  but  yoimg 
himself,  and  too  inconsiderable  to  think  of  such  great 
tions.*'  But  the  other  promised  him,  that  God  would  suj 
what  he  was  defective  in,  and  would  aflbrd  the  [sra 
victory  under  his  conduct. 

3*  Now  therefore  as  Gideon  was  relating  this  to 
young  men,  they  believed  him.  and  immediately  there  wa« 
an  army  of  ten  thousand  men  got  ready  for  fighting.  Bui 
God  stood  by  Gideon  in  his  sleep,  and  told  hina,  ikA 
"  mankind  were  too  fond  of  themselves,  and  were  eneiniw 
to  such  as  excelled  in  virtue.  Now  that  they  might  not  pass 
God  over,  but  ascribe  the  victory  to  him,  and  might  not 
fancy  it  obtained  by  their  own  power,  because  they  were* 
great  army,  and  able  of  themnelves  to  fight  their  enemiei^ 
but  might  confess  that  it  was  owing  to  his  assistance,  b 
advised  him  to  bring  his  army  about  noon,  in  the  violence 
of  the  lieat,  to  the  river,  and  to  esteem  those  that  bent  down 
on  their  knees,  and  so  drank,  to  be  men  of  courage;  but  for 
all  those  that  drank  tumultiiously,  that  he  should  esteWD 
them  to  do  it  out  of  fear,  and  as  in  dread  of  their  eneiim*r 
And  M  hen  Gideon  had  done  as  God  had  suggested  to  hijn, 
there  were  found  three  hundred  men  that  took  water  with 
their  hands  tmnultuously,  so  God  bid  him  take  these  tnen, 
and  attack  the  enemy.  Accordingly  they  pitched  their 
camp  at  the  river  Jordan,  as  ready  the  next  day  to  p»i» 
over  it. 

4.  But  Gideon  was  in  great  fear,  for  God  had  told  Ww 
beforehand  that  he  should  set  upon  his  enemies  in  tlK 
night-time:  but  God,  being  w^illing  to  free  him  from  his 
fear,  bid  him  take  one  of  his  soldiers,  and  go  near  to  the 
Midianites*  tents,  for  that  he  should  from  that  very  place 
have  his  conroge  raised,  and  grow  bold.  So  he  obeytd» 
and  went  and  took  his  servant  Phurab  with  him;  and  a3ke 
came  near  to  one  of  the  tents,  he  discovered  that  tho»e  thjt 
were  in  it  were  awake,  and  that  one  of  them  was  telling  to 
his  fellow-soldiers  a  dream  of  his  own,  and  that  so  plidol;^ 
that  Gideon  could  hear  him.  The  dream  was  this:  He 
thought  he  saw  a  barley-cake,  such  a  one  as  could  hardly 
be  eaten  by  men,  it  was  so  vile,  rolling  through  the  camfj 
and  overthrowing  the  royal  tent,  and  the  tents  of  all  tfc 
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•oUiers.  Now  the  olber  soklier  explained  this  vision  to 
the  destmctioQ  of  the  army,  and  told  him  what  his 
reason  was  which  made  htm  so  to  conjecture.  \iz*  that  the 
seed  called  barley  was  aJl  of  it  allowed  to  be  of  the  vilest 
sort  of  seed,  and  that  the  Israelites  were  known  to  be  the 
Tilest  of  all  the  people  of  Asia^  agreeably  to  the  seed  of 
barlej»  and  that  what  seemed  to  look  big  among  the 
Israelites  was  this  Gideon  and  the  army  that  was  with  him  : 
**  and  since  thou  sayest  thou  didst  see  the  cake  overturning 
oar  tentSy  I  am  afraid  lest  God  hath  granted  the  victory 
over  lis  to  Gideon," 

5.  When  Gideon  had  heard  this  dream,  good  hope  and 
courage  came  upon  him  ;  and  he  commanded  his  soldiers  to 
arm  themselves,  and  told  them  of  this  vision  of  their  ene- 
mies. They  also  took  courage  at  what  was  told  them,  and 
were  ready  to  perform  what  he  should  enjoin  them :  so 
Gideon  divided  his  army  into  three  parts,  and  brought  it 
out  about  the  fourth  watch  of  the  night,  each  part  contain- 
ing a  hundred  men :  they  all  bare  empty  pitchers,  and 
lighted  lamps  in  their  bands,  that  their  onset  might  not  be 
discovered  by  their  enemies.  They  had  also  each  of  them  a 
ram's  horn  in  his  right  band,  which  he  used  instead  of  a 
trumpet ;  the  enemies'  camp  took  up  a  large  space  of  ground, 
for  it  happened  they  had  a  great  many  camels :  and  as  they 
were  divided  into  different  nations,  so  they  were  all  con- 
tained in  one  circle.  Now  when  the  Hebrews  did  as  they 
were  ordered  beforehand,  upon  their  approach  to  their 
enemies,  and,  on  the  signal  given,  sounded  with  their  rams* 
horns,  and  brake  their  pitchers,  and  set  upon  their  enemies 
with  their  lamps,  and  a  great  shout,  and  cried,  **  Victory  to 
Gideon,  by  God's  assistance,**  a  disorder  and  a  fright  seized 
on  the  other  men  while  they  were  half-asleep,  tor  it  was 
night'time,  as  God  would  have  it ;  so  that  a  few  of  them 
were  slnin  by  their  enemies,  but  the  greatest  part  by  their 
own  suldiers,  on  account  of  the  diversity  of  their  language; 
and  when  they  were  once  put  into  disorder,  they  killed  all 
that  they  met  with,  as  thinking  them  to  be  enemies  also. 
Thus  there  was  a  great  slaughter  made.  And  as  the  re- 
port of  Gideon's  victory  came  to  the  Israelites,  they  took 
their  weapons  and  pursued  their  enemies,  and  overtook 
them  in  a  certain  valley  encompassed  with  torrents »  a  place 
which  these  could  not  get  over;  so  they  encompassed  them, 
and  slew  them  all,  with  their  kings,  Oreb  and  Zeeb.  But 
the  remaining  captains  led  those  soldiers  that  were  left, 
which  were  about  eighteen  thousand,  and  pitched  their 
camp  a  great  way  off  the  Israelites.  However,  Gideon 
did  not  grudge  his  pains,  but  pursued  them  with  all  hia 
army,    and  joining  battle   with    them,    cut  off  the   whole 
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enemies*  army,  and  Cook  the  other  leaders,  Zebah  and  Zal- 
VTuna,  and  made  them  captives.  Now  there  were  shim  ia 
this  battle  of  the  MidianiteSf  and  of  their  auxiUaries  tht 
Arabians,  about  a  hundred  and  twenty  thousand,  and  the 
Hebrews  took  a  great  prey,  gold  and  silver,  and  garments, 
and  camels,  and  asses<  And  when  Gideon  was  come  to  his 
own  country  of  Ophrah,  he  slew  the  kings  of  the  MidianiUs. 

6.  However,  the  tribe  of  Ephraim  was  so  displeased  tl 
the  good  success  of  Gideon,  that  they  resolved  to  make  war 
against  him,  accusing  him  because  he  did  not  tell  them  qI 
his  expedition  against  their  enemies.  But  Gideon,  as  a  man 
of  temper,  and  that  excelled  in  every  virtue,  pleaded,  "that 
it  was  not  the  result  of  his  own  authority  or  reasoning,  that 
made  him  attack  the  enemy  without  them,  hut  that  it  wai 
the  command  of  God,  and  still  the  victory  belonged  to  them 
as  well  as  those  in  the  army."  And  by  this  method  of 
cooling  their  passions,  he  brought  more  advantage  to  the 
Hebrews,  than  by  the  success  he  had  against  these  enemies, 
for  he  thereby  delivered  them  from  a  sedition  which  w»f 
arising  among  them  ;  yet  did  this  tribe  afterwards  sufler  die 
punishment  of  this  their  mjurious  treatment  of  Gideon,  of 
which  we  will  give  an  account  in  due  time. 

7.  Hereupon  Gideon  would  have  laid  down  the  govern* 
nient,  but  was  over-persuaded  to  take  itt  which  he  enjoyed 
forty  years,  and  distributed  justice  to  them,  as  the  people 
came  to  him  in  their  differences ;  and  what  he  determind 
was  esteemed  valid  by  all.  And  when  he  died,  he  waa 
buried  in  his  own  country  of  Ophrah. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

77iat  the  Judges  who  succeeded  Gideon  made  war  uiik  ifc 
adjoining  nations  for  a  long  time, 

$  ]«  Now  Gideon  had  seventy  sons  that  were  legitimate, fof 
he  had  many  wives;  but  he  had  also  one  that  was  spurious 
by  his  concubine  Drum  ah,  whose  name  was  Abimelech, 
who,  after  his  father's  death,  retired  to  Shechem  to  bis 
mother*fi  relalions,  for  they  were  of  that  place:  and  wheubc 
had  got  money  of  such  of  them  as  were  eminent  for  many 
instances  of  injustice,  he  came  with  them  to  his  father's  houie, 
and  slew  all  bis  brethren,  except  Jotham,  for  lie  had  iht 
good  fortune  to  escape  and  be  preserved  ;  but  Abimelech 
made  the  government  tyrannical,  and  constituted  hmiself  a 
lord,  to  do  what  he  pleased,  instead  of  obeying  the  lawsi 
and  he  acted  most  rigidly  against  those  that  were  the  patnan^ 
of  justice. 


* 
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S,  Now  when,  on  a  certain  tune,  there  was  a  public  festival 
at  Shechem,  and  all  the  multitude  was  there  gathered  to- 
getber^  Jotbara  his  brother,  whose  escape  we  before  related, 
went  up  to  mount  Gerizxim,  which  hangs  over  the  city 
Shechem,  and  cried  out  so  as  to  be  heard  by  the  multitude, 
who  were  attentive  to  him.  He  desired  they  would  con- 
sider what  he  was  going  to  say  to  them :  so  when  silence 
was  made,  he  said,  **  that  when  the  trees  had  a  human 
voice,  and  there  was  an  assembly  of  them  gathered  together, 
they  desired  that  the  fig-tree  would  rule  over  them :  but 
when  that  tree  refused  so  to  do,  because  it  was  contented 
to  enjoy  that  honour  which  belonged  peculiarly  to  the  fruit 
it  bare,  and  not  that  which  should  be  derived  to  it  from 
abroad,  the  trees  did  not  leave  oft'  their  intentions  to  have  a 
ruler,  so  they  thought  proper  to  make  the  offer  of  that 
honour  to  the  vine ;  but  when  the  vine  was  chosen,  it  made 
use  of  the  same  words  which  the  fig-tree  had  used  before, 
and  excused  itself  from  accepting  the  government ;  and 
when  the  olive-tree  had  done  the  same,  the  brier,  whom  the 
trees  had  desired  to  take  the  kingdom  (it  is  a  sort  of  wood 
good  for  firing),  it  promised  to  Uike  the  government,  and  to 
be  zealous  in  the  exercise  of  it ;  but  that  then  they  must  sit 
down  under  its  shadow,  and  if  they  should  plot  against  it  to 
destroy  it,  the  principle  of  fire  that  was  in  it  should  destroy 
them.  lie  told  them,  that  what  he  had  said  was  no  laugh- 
U3g-matter :  for  that  when  they  had  experienced  many  bless- 
ings from  Gideon,  they  overlooked  Abinielech,  when  he 
over-ruled  all,  and  had  joined  with  him  in  slaying  his 
brethren :  and  that  he  was  no  better  than  a  fire  liimself." 
So  when  he  had  said  this,  he  went  away,  and  lived  privately 
in  the  mountains  for  three  years,  out  of  fear  of  Abimelech. 

3.  A  little  while  after  this  festival,  the  Shechemites,  who 
had  now  repented  themselves  of  having  slain  the  sous  of 
Gideon,  drove  Abimelech  away,  both  Irom  their  city  and 
their  tribe;  whereupon  he  contrived  how  he  might  distress 
their  city.  Now  at  the  season  of  vintage,  the  people  were 
afraid  to  go  out  and  gather  iheir  fruits,  fur  fear  Abimelech 
should  do  fhem  some  mischtef  Now  it  happened  that  there 
had  come  to  them  a  man  of  authority,  one  Gaal,  that 
sojourned  with  them,  having  his  armed  men  and  his  kins- 
men with  him,  so  the  Shechemites  desired  that  he  would 
allow  them  a  guard  during  their  vintage;  whereupon  be 
accepted  of  their  desires,  and  so  the  people  went  out,  and 
Gaal  with  them  at  the  head  of  his  soldiery:  so  they  gathered 
their  fruit  with  safety;  and  when  they  were  at  supper  in 
several  companies,  they  then  ventured  to  curse  Abimelech 
openly,  and  the  magistrates  laid  ambushes  in  places  about 
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the  city,  and  caught  many  of  Abimelech'a  followers,  and 
destroyed  them. 

4.  Now  there  was  one  Zebul,  a  magistrate  of  the  She- 
chemites,  that  had  entertained  Abimetech,  He  sent  mes- 
sengers, and  ioformed  him  how  inu^h  Gaal  had  irritated 
the  people  against  him,  and  excited  him  to  lay  ambushes 
befure  the  city,  for  that  he  would  persuade  Gaal  to  go  out 
against  him,  w^hicli  would  leave  it  in  his  power  to  be  revenged 
on  him,  and  when  that  was  once  done,  he  would  bring  him 
to  be  reconciled  to  the  city.  So  Abimelech  laid  ambushes, 
and  himself  lay  wilh  them.  Now  Gaal  abode  in  the  suburbs* 
taking  Httle  care  of  himself;  and  Zebul  was  with  him.  Now 
as  Gaal  saw  the  armed  men  coming  on,  he  said  to  Zebul, 
that  some  armed  men  were  coming :  but  the  other  replied, 
they  were  only  shailows  of  huge  stones;  and  when  they 
were  come  nearer,  Gaal  perceived  what  was  the  reality,  and 
said,  they  were  not  shadows,  but  men  lying  in  ambush. 
Then  said  Zebul,  **  Didst  not  thou  reproach  Abimelech  for 
cowardice?  why  dost  thou  not  then  show  how  very  courageous 
thou  art  thyself,  and  go  and  fight  him?"  So  Gaal,  being  in 
disorder,  joined  battle  with  Abimelech,  and  some  of  his  men 
fell;  whereupon  he  fled  into  the  city,  and  took  his  men  with 
hira.  But  Zebul  managed  his  matters  so  in  the  city,  that 
he  procured  them  to  expel  Gaal  out  of  the  city,  and  this  by 
accusing  him  of  cowardice  in  this  action  with  the  soldiers  of 
Abimelech.  But  Abimelecli,  when  he  had  learned  that  the 
Shechemites  were  agaui  coming  out  to  gather  their  grapes, 
placed  ambushes  before  the  city,  and  when  they  were  coming 
out,  the  third  part  of  his  army  took  possession  of  the  gates, 
to  hinder  tlie  citizens  from  returning  in  again,  while  the  rest 
pursued  those  that  were  scattered  abroad,  and  so  there  was 
slaughter  every  where;  and  when  he  had  overthrown  the 
city  to  the  very  foundations,  for  it  was  not  able  to  bear  a 
siege,  and  had  sown  its  ruins  with  salt,  he  proceeded  on 
with  his  army,  till  all  the  Shechemites  were  slain.  As  for 
those  that  were  scattered  about  the  country,  and  so  escaped 
the  danger,  they  were  gathered  together  unto  a  certain 
strong  rock,  and  settled  themselves  upon  it,  and  prepared 
to  build  a  wall  about  it :  and  when  Abimelech  knew  their 
intentions,  he  prevented  them,  and  came  upon  them  with 
his  forces,  and  laid  fagots  of  dry  wood  round  the  place,  he 
hmiself  bringing  some  of  them,  and  by  his  example  en- 
couraging the  soldiers  to  do  the  same.  And  when  the  rock 
was  encompassed  round  about  with  these  fagots,  they  set 
them  on  fire,  and  threw  in  whatsoever  by  nature  caught  fire 
the  most  easily:  so  a  mighty  flame  was  raised,  and  nobody 
could  fly  away  from  the  rock,  but  every  man  perished,  with 
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llteir  wives  and  children,  in  all  about  fifteen  hundred  men, 
and  the  rest  were  a  great  number  also.  And  such  was  the 
calamity  which  fell  upon  the  Schechemites  and  n^en's  grief 
on  their  account  had  been  greater  than  it  was,  had  they  not 
brought  so  much  inischiet  on  a  person  who  had  so  well 
deserved  of  them,  and  luid  they  not  themselves  esteemed 
tills  as  a  punishment  for  the  same, 

5,  Now  Abimelech,  when  he  hiid  affrighted  the  Israelites 
with  the  miseries  he  had  brought  upon  the  Shechemites, 
seemed  openly  to  aftect  greater  authority  than  he  now  had, 
and  appeared  to  set  no  bounds  to  his  violence,  unless  it 
were  with  the  destruction  of  all.  Accordingly  he  marched 
to  Thebe:*,  and  took  the  city  on  the  sudden;  and  there 
being  a  great  tower  therein,  whereunto  the  whole  multitude 
fled,  he  made  preparation  to  besiege  it.  Now  as  he  was 
rushing  with  violence  near  the  gates,  a  woman  threw  a  piece 
of  a  mill-stone  upon  his  head,  upon  which  Abimelech  fell 
down;  and  desired  his  annour-bearer  to  kill  him,  lest  his 
deatli  fehould  be  thought  to  be  the  work  of  a  woman;  who 
did  what  he  was  bid  to  do.  So  he  underwent  this  death 
as  a  punishment  for  the  wickedness  he  had   perpretrated 

rinst  his  brethren,  and  his  insolent  barbarity  to  the  She- 
mites.  Now  the  calamity  that  happened  to  those  She- 
elieiuites  was  according  to  the  prediciion  of  Jotham,  How- 
ever, the  army  that  was  with  Abimelech,  upon  his  fall,  was 
scattered  abroad,  and  went  to  their  own  homes, 

G.  Now  it  was  that  Jair  the  Gileadite',  of  the  tribe  of 
Maaasfieh,  took  the  government.  He  was  a  man  happy  in 
other  respects  also,  but  particularly  in  his  children,  who 
were  of  a  good  cbanieter.  They  were  thirty  in  number, 
and  very  skilful  in  riding  on  horses,  and  were  intrusted  with 
the  government  of  the  cities  of  Gilead,  He  kept  the  govern- 
ment twenty-two  years,  and  died  an  old  man;  and  he  was 
buried  in  Canion,  a  city  of  Gilead, 

7.  And  now  all  the  affairs  of  the  Hebrews  were  managed 
uncertainly,  and  tended  to  disorder,  and  to  the  contempt  of 
God,  and  of  the  laws.  So  the  Ammonites  and  Philistines 
bad  them  in  contempt,  and  laid  waste  the  country  with  a 
great  army ;  and  when  they  had  taken  all  Perea,  they  were 
60  insolent  as  to  attempt  to  gain  the  possession  of  all  the 
rest;  but  the  Hebrews,  being  now  amended  by  the  calamities 
iliey  had  undergone,  betook  themnelves  to  supplications  to 
God;  and  brought  sacrifices  to  him,  beseeching  him  not  to 
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'  Our  present  copies  of  Jo»ephuB  all  omit  Tola  among  the  judges,  though  the 
other  copiM  have  him  next  after  Abimelech,  atid  allot  tvreniy- three  vears  to  his 
Admin iatriitioi],  Judges  :r,  1,2.;  yet  do  all  Josephus'scomtncnlalors  conclude,  that 
in  JMephiis*9  itttn  of  the  Tear«  of  the  judges  hii  tvpenty^ibree  year^i  are  included  ; 
hcace  w«  are  to  coofeu^  that  ioiiicwhat  ha*  b^ea  here  loit  out  of  his  capicft. 
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be  too  severe  upon  tbem,  but  to  be  moved  by  their  prayera 
to  leave  off  his  anger  against  them.  So  God  became  more 
merciful  to  them,  and  was  ready  to  assist  them, 

8.  When  the  Ammonites  had  made  an  expedition  into 
the  land  of  Gilead,  the  inhabitants  of  the  country  met  them 
at  a  certain  mountain,  but  wanted  a  commander.  Now 
there  was  one  whose  name  was  Jephtha*  who,  both  on 
account  of  his  father's  virtue,  and  on  account  of  that  army 
which  he  maintained  at  his  own  ex|)enscs,  was  a  potent 
man;  the  Israelites  therefore  sent  to  him,  and  entreated 
him  to  come  to  their  assistance,  and  promised  him  the 
dominion  over  them  all  his  life-time.  But  he  did  not  admit 
of  their  entreaty;  and  accused  them,  that  they  did  not  come 
to  his  assistance  when  he  was  unjustly  treated,  and  this  in 
an  open  manner  by  his  brethren;  for  they  cast  him  off,  as 
not  having  the  same  mother  with  the  rest,  but  born  of  8 
strange  mother  that  was  introduced  among  them  by  his 
father*s  fondness,  and  this  they  did  out  of  a  contempt  of  his 
inability  [to  vindicate  himself].  So  he  dwelt  in  the  country 
of  Gilead,  as  it  is  called,  and  received  all  that  came  to  hinii 
let  them  come  from  what  place  soever,  and  paid  them 
wages.  How^ever,  when  they  pressed  him  to  accept  the 
dominion,  and  sware  that  they  woidd  grant  him  the  govern- 
ment over  them  all  his  life,  he  led  them  to  the  war. 

9.  And  when  Jephtha  had  taken  immediate  care  of  their 
affairs,  he  placed  his  army  at  the  city  Mispeth,  and  sent  a 
message  to  the  Ammonite  [king],  complaining  of  his  unjiut 
possession  of  their  land.  But  that  king  sent  a  contrary 
message;  and  complained  of  the  exodus  of  the  Israelites 
out  of  Egypt,  4*nd  desired  him  to  go  out  of  the  land  of  the 
Amoritesi,  and  yield  it  up  to  him,  as  at  first  his  paternal 
inheritance.  But  Jephtha  returned  this  answer,  **  that  be 
did  not  justly  complain  of  his  ancestors  about  the  land  of 
the  A  mo  rites,  and  ought  rather  to  thank  them  that  they  left 
the  land  of  the  Ammonites  to  them,  since  Moses  could  have 
taken  it  also;  and  that  neither  would  he  recede  from  tlml 
land  of  their  own,  \rhicli  God  had  obtained  for  them,  and 
they  had  now  inhabited  [above]  three  hundred  years,  but 
would  fight  with  them  about  it/* 

10.  And  when  he  had  given  them  this  answer,  he  sent  tlie 
ambassadors  away.  And  when  he  had  prayed  for  victorjfi 
and  had  vowed  to  perform  sacred  offices* ;  and  if  he  cawe 

'  Jo9e|>hu*  justly  condemns  Jcplillia»  as  dolhe  Apostolicil  Constiitjiions  R.  \'I1. 
ch  xxxvii*  for  his  rash  vow,  whether  it  were  for  ^acriBcinj^  his  dm  ii* 

phui  thoQghl»  or  for  dedicating  her,  who  was  his  only  child,  tti  per^-  .\nif, 

ml  ihe  tabernacte  or  elsewhere,  which  I  rather  'Suppose,  If  he  bad  vovvtd  Ltr  ht% 
aacrifiee,  she  ought  to  have  been  reiJeemed,  Lev.  xxvit.  1^ — a,  bul  of  the  i«fl«rof 
ver,  2a,  29.  n%  relating  not  to  tbiDg«  vowed  tu  God,  but  devoted  to  deatniQ 
s«e  the  aotc  on  Autiq.  B.  V.  ch,  i.  $  6. 
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Iiome  in  safety,  to  offer  in  sacrifice  what  living  creature 
soever  should  first  meet  him  ;  he  joined  battle  with  the 
enemy,  and  gained  a  great  victory,  and  in  his  pursuit  slew 
the  enemies  all  dlon&{  aa  far  as  the  city  Minnith.  He  then 
passed  over  to  the  faod  of  the  Ammonites,  and  overthrew 
many  of  their  cities,  and  took  their  prey,  and  freed  his  own 
people  from  that  slavery  which  they  had  undergone  for 
eighteen  years.  Bat  as  he  came  back,  he  fell  into  a  calamity 
no  way  correspondent  to  the  great  actions  he  had  done;  for 
it  was  his  daughter  that  came  to  meet  him ;  she  was  also  an 
only  child  and  a  virgin  :  upon  this  Jephtha  heavily  lamented 
the  greatness  of  his  affliction,  and  blamed  his  daugliter  for 
being  so  forward  in  meeting  him,  for  he  had  vowed  to  sacri- 
fice her  to  God,  However,  this  action  that  was  to  befall 
her  was  not  ungrateful  to  her,  since  she  should  die  upon 
occasion  of  her  father's  victory,  and  the  liberty  of  her  fellow- 
citizens:  she  only  desired  her  father  to  give  her  leave  for 
two  months,  to  bewail  her  youth  with  her  fellow-citixens ; 
and  then  she  agreed,  that  at  the  fore-mentioned  time,  he 
might  do  with  her  according  to  his  vow.  Accordingly,  when 
that  time  was  over,  he  sacrificed  his  daughter  as  a  burnt- 
offering,  offering  such  an  oblation  as  was  neither  conform- 
able to  the  law,  nor  acceptable  to  God,  not  weighing  with 
himself  what  opinion  the  hearers  would  have  of  such  a 
practice. 

11.  Now  the  tribe  of  Ephraim  ft>ught  against  him,  be- 
cause he  did  not  take  them  along  with  him  in  his  expedition 
against  the  Ammonites,  but  because  he  alone  had  the  prey, 
and  the  glory  of  what  was  done,  to  himself.  As  to  which, 
he  said,  first,  tliat  they  were  not  ignorant  how  his  country 
had  fought  against  him,  and  that  when  they  were  invited, 
they  did  not  come  to  his  assistance,  whereas  they  ought  to 
have  come  quickly,  even  before  they  were  invited.  And  in 
the  next  place,  that  they  were  going  to  act  unjustly ;  for 
while  they  had  not  courage  enough  to  fight  their  enemies, 
they  came  hastily  against  their  own  kindred :  and  he  threat- 
ened them  that,  with  God's  assistance,  he  would  infiict  a 
punishment  upon  theoi,  unless  they  would  grow  wiser.  But 
when  he  could  not  persuade  them,  he  fought  with  them 
with  those  forces  which  he  sent  for  out  of  Gilead,  and  he 
made  a  great  slaughter  among  them  ;  and  when  they  were 
beaten,  he  pursued  them,  and  seized  on  the  passages  of 
Jordan  by  a  part  of  his  army  which  he  had  sent  before,  and 
slew  about  forty-two  thousand  of  them* 

\2*  So  when  Jephtha  had  ruled  six  years,  he  died,  and 
jiras  buried  in  his  own  country  Sebee,  which  is  a  place  in  the 
ind  of  Gilead. 

13.  Now,  when  Jephtha  was  dead,  Ibzan  took  the  govern- 
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ment,  being  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  an<l  of  the  city  Bethle- 
hem, He  had  sixty  children*  thirty  of  them  sons,  and  the 
rest  daughters  ;  all  which  he  left  alive  beliind  him,  giving  the 
daughters  in  marriage  to  husbands,  and  taking  wives  for  hii 
sons.  He  did  notliing  in  the  seven  years  of  his  administra- 
tion that  was  worth  record ing,  or  deserved  a  memorial.  So 
he  died  an  old  man,  and  was  buried  in  his  own  country* 

14%  When  Ibzan  was  dead  after  this  manner,  neither  did 
Helon,  who  succeded  him  in  the  government,  and  kept  it 
ten  years,  do  any  tiling  remarkable  ;  he  was  of  the  tribe  of 
Zebulon. 

15.  Abdon  also,  the  son  of  Hilel,  of  the  tribe  of  Epbraim, 
and  born  at  the  city  Py  rath  on,  was  ordained  their  supreme 
governor  after  Helon,  He  is  only  recorded  to  have  been 
happy  in  his  children;  for  the  public  affairs  were  then  ao 
peaceable,  and  in  such  security,  that  neither  did  he  perform 
any  gloriouj^  action.  He  had  forty  sons,  and  by  thera  left 
thirty  grand-children  ;  and  he  inarched  in  state  with  thene 
seventy,  who  were  all  very  skilful  in  riding  horses,  and  be 
left  them  all  alive  after  him.  He  died  an  old  man ;  and  ob- 
tained a  magnificent  burial  in  Py  rath  on. 


CHAPTER  VIIL 

Concerning  i he  fortitude  of  SamsoUi  and  what  mischief t  h 
brought  upon  the  Philistines, 

§  1.  After  Abdon  was  dead,  the  Philistines  overcame  tht 
Israelites,  and  received  tribute  of  them  for  forty  years  ;  from 
which  distress  they  were  delivered  after  this  manner. 

2,  There  was  one  Manoah,  a  person  of  such  great  virtue, 
that  he  had  few  men  hisi  equals,  and  without  dispute  the 
principal  person  of  his  country*  He  had  a  wife  celebrated 
for  her  beauty,  and  excelling  her  contemporaries.  He  had 
no  children;  and,  being  uneasy  at  his  want  of  posterity,  ht 
entreated  God  to  give  tliem  seed  of  their  own  bodies  to  suc- 
ceed them  ;  and  with  that  intent  he  came  constantly  into  the 
suburbs*,  together  with  his  wife,  which  suburbs  were  in  tl* 
great  plain.  Now,  he  was  fond  of  his  wife  to  the  degree  of 
madness,  and  on  that  account  was  unmeasurably  jealouK  of 
her.  Now,  when  liis  wife  was  once  alone,  an  apparitioa  ml 
seen  by  her ;  it  was  an  angel  of  God,  and  resembled  a; 


*  1  can  diicover  no  reason  why  Manoah  and  his  wife  cane  so  ccmslanlly  iits 
theae  ftuburb^^  to  pny  for  children »  but  because  there  vms  a  synagogue  or  ptict  of 


* 
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man  beautifol  and  tall,  and  brought  her  the  good  news,  that 
5ihe  should  have  a  son,  born  by  God's  providence,  that 
should  be  a  goodly  child,  of  great  strenjith,  by  whom,  when 
he  was  grown  up  to  man's  estate,  the  Philistines  should  be 
afflicted.  He  exhorted  her  also  not  to  poll  his  hair,  and 
that  be  should  avoid  all  other  kinds  of  drink  (for  so  had  God 
commanded),  and  be  entirely  contented  with  water.  So  tlie 
angel,  when  he  had  delivered  that  message,  went  his  way, 
his  coming  having  been  by  the  will  of  God* 

3.  Now  the  wife  informed  her  husband  when  he  came 
home,  of  what  the  angel  had  said,  who  showed  so  great  an 
admiration  of  the  beauty  and  tallness  of  the  young  man  that 
had  appeared  to  her,  that  her  husband  was  astonished,  and 
out  of  himself  for  jealousy,  and  such  suspicions  as  are  ex- 
cited by  that  passion  :  but  she  was  dedrous  of  having  her 
husband's  unreasonable  sorrow  taken  away :  accordingly  she 
entreated  God  to  send  the  angel  again  that  he  might  be 
seen  by  her  husband.  So  the  angel  came  again  by  the  fa- 
vour of  God,  while  they  were  in  the  suburbs,  and  appeared 
to  her  when  she  was  alone,  without  her  husband.  She  de- 
sired the  angel  to  stay  so  long  till  she  might  bring  her  hus- 
band ;  and  that  request  being  granted,  she  goes  to  call 
Manoah.  When  he  saw  the  angel  he  was  not  yet  free  from 
suspicion,  and  he  desired  him  to  inform  him  of  all  that  he 
had  told  his  wife  :  but  when  he  said*  it  was  sufficient  that 
she  alone  knew  what  he  had  said,  he  then  rec|uested  of  him 
to  tell  him  who  he  was,  that  when  the  child  was  born  they 
might  return  him  thanks,  and  give  him  a  present.  He  re- 
plied, that  he  did  not  want  any  present,  for  that  he  did  not 
bring  them  the  good  news  of  the  birth  of  a  son  out  of  the 
want  of  any  thing.  And  when  JJanoah  had  entreated  him 
to  stay,  and  partake  of  his  hospitably,  he  did  not  give  his 
consent.  However,  he  was  persuaded,  at  the  earnest  re- 
quest of  Manoah,  to  stay  so  long  as  while  he  brought  him 
one  mark  of  his  hospitality  :  so  he  slew  a  kid  of  the  goats, 
and  bid  his  wife  boil  it.  When  all  was  ready,  the  angel  en- 
joined him  to  set  the  loaves  and  the  flesh,  but  without  the 
vessels,  npon  the  rock  ;  which  when  they  had  done,  he 
touched  the  flesh  with  the  rod  which  he  had  in  his  hand, 
which,  upon  the  breaking  out  of  a  flame,  was  consumed,  to- 
gether with  the  loaves.  And  the  angel  ascended  openly ^  in 
their  sight,  up  to  heaven,  by  means  of  the  smoke,  as  by  a 
vehicle.  Now  Manoah  was  afraid  that  some  danger  would 
come  to  them  from  this  sight  of  God  ;  but  his  wife  bid  him 
be  of  good  courage,  for  that  God  appeared  to  them  for  their 
benefit* 

♦.  So  the  woman  proved  with  child,  and  was  careful  to 
observe  the  injunctions  that  were  given  her ;  and  they  called 
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the  child j  when  he  was  born,  Samson,  which  name  stgnifiet 
one  that  is  strong*  So  the  child  grew  apace,  and  it  apH 
peared  evidently  that  he  would  be  a  prophet",  both  by  in 
moderation  of  his  diet,  and  the  permission  of  his  hair 
grow, 

5.  Now  when  he  once  came  with  his  parents  to  Timnatli, 
a  city  of  the  PhiUs tines,  when  there  was  a  great  festival,  he 
felt  in  love  with  a  maid  of  that  country,  and  he  desired  of  hit 
parents  that  they  woidd  procure  him  the  damsel  for  his  wife: 
but  they  refused  so  to  do,  because  she  was  not  of  the  stock 
of  Israel;  yet  because  this  marriage  was  of  God,  who  intended 
to  convert  it  to  the  benefit  of  the  Hebrews,  he  over-persuaded 
them  to  procure  her  to  be  espoused  to  him.     And  as  he  was 
continually  coming  to  her  parents^  he  met  a  lion,  and  though 
lie  was  naked,  he  received  his  onset,  and  strangled  him  with 
his  hands,  and  csst  the  wild  beast  into  a  woody  piece  of 
ground  on  the  inside  of  the  road. 

G.  And  when  he  was  going  another  time  to  the  damsel,  he 
lit  upon  a  swarm  of  bees  making  their  combs  in  the  breast  of 
that  lion,  and  taking  three  honey-combs  away,  he  gave  thew, 
together  with  the  rest  of  his  presents,  to  the  damsel.  Now 
the  people  of  Timnath»  out  of  a  dread  of  the  young  man's 
strength,  gave  him  during  the  time  of  the  wedding  fea,^t  (for 
he  then  feasted  them  all)  thirty  of  the  most  stout  of  their 
youth,  in  pretence  to  be  his  companions,  but  in  reality,  to  be 
a  guard  upon  him,  that  he  might  not  attempt  to  give  (hem 
any  disturbance.     Now  as  they  were  drinking  merrily  and 

Idaying,  Samson  said,  as  was  usual  at  such  times,  "Come, if 
I  propose  you  a  riddle,  and  you  can  expound  it  in  these  seven 
day's  time,  1  will  give  you  every  one  a  linen  shirt  and  a  g>r- 
ment,  as  a  reward  of  your  wisdom."  So  they  being  very 
ambitious  to  obtain  the  glory  of  wisdom,  together  with  iIk 
gains,  desired  him  to  propose  his  riddle:  he  said,  "that t 
great  devourer  produce th  sweet  food  out  of  itself,  though 
itself  were  very  disagreeable/'  And  when  they  were  not 
able,  in  three  days'  time,  to  find  out  the  meaning  of  the  riddle, 
they  desired  the  damsel  to  discover  it  by  the  means  of  her 
husband,  and  tell  it  them,  and  they  threatened  to  burn  ber 
if  she  did  not  tell  it  them.  So  when  the  damsel  entreated 
Samson  to  tell  it  her,  he  at  first  refused  to  do  it ;  but  when 
she  lay  hard  at  him,  and  fell  into  tears,  and  made  his  refusal 
to  tell  it  a  sign  of  his  unkindness  to  her,  he  informed  her  of 
his  slaughter  of  a  lion,  and  how  he  fountl  bees  in  his  breast, 
and  carried  away  three  lioney-combs,  and  brought  them  to  her. 

"  Here  by  a  prophet,  Joseph  us  seems  only  to  metn  one  thil  was  born  hv  i  pi»- 
ticular  providfnce.  lived  after  the  manner  of  a  Nniarite  devoted  to  God»  aimwii<» 
bive  an  extraordinary  commission  tind  strength  from  God  for  tti?  judging  tti 
avenging  hiii  people  Urael.  without  any  proper  prophetic  revelations  at  a!t« 
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Thus  he,  suspecting  nothing  of  deceit,  informed  her  of  alJ> 
and  she  revealed  it  to  tiaose  that  desired  to  know  it.  Then 
on  the  seventh  day,  whereon  they  were  to  expound  the  riddle 
proposed  to  them,  they  met  to;jether  before  sun-setting,  and 
said,  **  Nothing  is  more  disagreeable  than  a  Hon  to  those  that 
Ught  on  it,  and  nothing  is  sweeter  than  honey  to  those  that 
make  use  of  it.'*  To  which  Samson  made  this  rejoinder, 
"Nothing  is  more  deceitful  than  a  woman,  for  such  was  the 
person  that  discovered  my  interpretation  to  you."  Accord- 
ingly he  gave  them  the  presents  he  had  promised  tliem, 
making  such  Askebnites  as  met  him  upon  the  road  his  prey, 
who  were  themselves  Philistines  also.  But  he  divorced  this 
his  wife,  and  the  girl  despised  his  anger,  and  was  married  to 
his  companion,  who  made  the  former  match  between  tliem. 

7.  At  this  injurious  treatment  Samson  was  so  provoked, 
that  he  resolved  to  punish  all  the  Philistines,  as  well  as  her: 
ao  it  being  then  summer-time,  and  rlie  fruits  of  the  land  being 
almost  ripe  enough  for  reaping,  he  caught  three  hundred 
foxes,  and  joining  lighted  torches  to  their  tails,  he  sent  them 
into  the  fields  of  the  Philistines,  by  which  means  the  fruits 
of  the  fields  perished.  Now  when  the  Philistines  knew  that 
this  was  Samson  s  doing,  and  knew  also  for  what  cause  he 
did  it|  they  sent  their  rulers  to  Timnath,  and  burnt  his  former 
wife,  and  her  relations,  who  had  been  the  occasion  of  their 
misfortunes. 

8.  Now  when  Samson  had  slain  many  of  the  Philistines  in 
the  plain  country,  he  dwelt  at  Etam,  which  is  a  strong  rock 
of  the  tribe  of  Judah ;  for  the  Philistines  at  that  time  made 
an  expedition  again|t  that  tribe:  hut  the  people  of  Judah 
said,  that  they  did  TOt  act  justly  with  them,  in  inflicting 
punishments  upon  them  while  they  paid  their  tribute,  and 
this  only  on  account  of  Samson's  offences.  They  answered, 
that  in  case  they  would  not  be  blamed  themselves,  they  must 
deliver  up  Samson,  and  put  him  into  their  power.  So  they 
being  desirous  not  to  be  blamed  themselves,  came  to  the  rock 
with  three  thousand  armed  men,  and  complained  to  Samson 
of  the  bold  insults  he  had  made  upon  the  Philistines,  who 
were  men  able  to  bring  calamity  upon  the  whole  nation  of 
the  Hebrews ;  and  they  told  him,  they  were  come  to  take 
him,  and  to  deliver  him  up  to  them,  and  put  him  into  their 
power;  so  they  desired  him  to  bear  this  willingly.  Accord- 
ingly, when  he  had  received  assurance  from  them  upon  oath, 
that  they  would  do  him  no  other  harm  than  only  to  deliver 
him  into  his  enemies'  hands,  he  came  down  from  the  rock, 
and  put  himself  into  the  power  of  his  countrymen.  Then 
did  they  bind  him  with  two  cords,  and  lead  him  on,  in  order 
to  deliver  him  to  the  Philistines ;  and  when  they  came  to  a 
certain  place,  which  is  now  called  The  Jaw-bone,  on  account 
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of  the  great  action  there  performed  by  Samson,  though  of 
old  it  had  no  particular  name  at  all,  the  Phtlistines,  who  bad 
pitched  their  camp  not  far  off,  came  to  meet  him  with  joy  amk 
shouting,  as  having  done  a  great  thing,  and  gained  what 
desired  ;  but  Samson  broke  his  bonds  asunder,  and  catcl 
up  the  jaw-bone  of  an  ass  that  lay  down  at  his  feet,  fell  upoa 
his  enemies,  and  smiting  them  with  his  jaw-bone,  slew  a 
thousand  of  them,  and  put  the  rest  to  flight  and  into  greaC 
disorder. 

9,  Upon  this  slaughter  Samson  was  too  proud  of  what  he 
had  performed,  and  said  that  this  did  not  come  to  pass  by 
the  assistance  of  God*  but  that  his  success  was  to  be  ascribed 
to  his  own  courage;  and  vaunted  himself,  that  it  was  out  of 
a  dread  of  him,  that  some  of  his  enemies  fell,  and  the  re«t 
ran  away  upon  his  use  of  the  jaw-bone.  But  when  a  grcai 
thirst  came  upon  him,  he  considered  that  human  courage  is 
nothing,  and  bare  his  testimony  that  all  is  to  be  ascribed  t& 
God,  and  besought  him  that  he  would  not  be  angry  at  any 
thing  he  had  said,  nor  give  him  up  into  the  hands  of  hit 
enemies,  but  afford  him  help  under  his  affliction,  and  deliTcf 
him  from  the  misfortune  he  was  under.  Accordingly  Ooi 
was  moved  with  his  entreaties,  and  raised  him  up  a  plentiful 
fountain  of  sweet  water  at  a  certain  rock:  whence  it  wastliAt 
Samson  called  the  place  The  Jaw-bone*,  and  so  it  is  called 
to  this  day. 

10.  After  this  fight  Samson  held  the  Phtlistines  in  coo* 
tempt,  and  came  to  Gaza,  and  took  up  his  lodgings  in  a  cer* 
tain  inn.  When  tlie  rulers  of  Gaza  were  informed  of  hi» 
coming  thither,  they  seized  upon  the  fi^tes,  and  placed  mSA 
in  ambush  about  them,  that  he  might  noTescape  without  being 
perceived.  But  Samson,  wlio  was  acquainted  with  tUeif 
contrivances  against  him,  arose  about  midnight,  and  ran  by 
force  upon  the  gates,  with  their  posts  and  beams,  and  tlic 
rest  of  their  wooden  furniture,  and  carried  them  away  onbii 
shoulders,  and  bare  them  to  the  mountain  that  is  OYerllebroOi 
and  there  laid  them  down, 

IL  However,  he  at  length^  transgressed  the  lawaofbii 
country,  and  altered  his  own  regular  way  of  liTingy  wi 
imitated  the  strange  customs  of  foreigners,  which  thing  wW 
the  beginning  of  his  miseries  ;  for  lie  fell  in  love  with  a  womini 
that  was  a  harlot  among  the  Philistines ;  her  name  was  Uc* 
lilah,  and  he  lived  with  her.  So  those  that  administered  ih 
public  affairs  of  the  Philistines  came  to  her,  and,  with  promi^£&i 

»  This  fountaJQ,  callwl  Lehi»  or  the  jaw- bone,  is  still  in  b«iogt  9%  iniwtlftliiW* 
ui,  tod  WAS  knowQ  bj  ihts  very  name  id  tbe  dayi  of  Josephos*  and  hat  hteu  InV 
by  Uie  aacne  name  in  all  ibosc  past  agea.     See  Aotit).  B.  \'IK  ch*  xii.  (4. 

f  3ee  thi»  jufitly  observed  in  the  ApojSlo)iciil  ConiitiltitioD§»  B,  Vli,  ch*  ititTi. 
that  Samson'*  prayer  was  heard »  bm  (hat  tt  wa%  before  this  hti  traofgi^flston. 
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|incliiced  her  to  get  out  of  Samson  wliat  was  the  cause  of  that 
litis  strength,  by  which  he   became  unconquerable  to  the 
I  enemies.     Accordingly,  when  they  were  drinking,  and  bad 
I  the  hke  conversation  together,  she  pretended  to  admire  the 
I  motions  he  had  done,  and  contrived  to  get  out  of  him  by 
I  bubtlety,  by  what  means  he  so  much  excelled  others  in 
litrength,     Samson^  in  order  to  dekide  Delilah,  for  he  had 
I  not  lost  his  senses,  replied,  that  if  he  were  bound  with  seven 
■  such  green  withs  of  a  vine  as  might  still  be  wreathed,  he 
I  should  be  weaker  than  any  other  man.     The  woman  said  no 
I  more  then,  but  told  this  to  the  rulers  of  the  Philistuies,  and 
Uid  certain  of  the  soldiers  in  ambush  within  the  house,  and 
fijrhen  he  was  disordered  in  drink,  and  asleep,  she  bound  him 
MS    fast   as  possible  with    the   withs ;    and    then  upon  her 
MwakeninfT  him,  she  told  him  some  of  the  people  were  upon 
I  him,  but  he  broke  the  withs,  and  endeavoured  to  defend 
Itimself,  as  though  some  of  the  people  were  upon  him.     Now 
"this  woman,  in  the  constant  conversation  Samson  had  with 
her,  pretended,  that  she  took  it  very  ill  that  he  bad  such 
little  confidence  in  her  aflections  to  him,  that  he  would  not 
tell  her  what  she  desired,  as  if  she  would  not  conceal  what 
-she  knew  it  was  for  liis  interest  to  have  concealed,     IIow- 
pfever,  he  deluded  her  again,  and  told  her,  that  if  they  bound 
him  with  seven  cords,  he  should  lose  his  strength.     And 
when,  upon  doing  this,  she  gained  nothing,  he  told  her  the 
third  time,  that  his  hair  should  be  woven  into  a  web :    but 
when,  upon  doing  this,  the  truth  was  not  yet  discovered;  at 
Mength  Samson,  upon  Delilah's  prayer  (for  he  was  doomed  to 
Mill  into  some  affliction,)  was  desirous  to  please  her,  and  told 
Pfcer^  that  God  took  care  of  him,  and  that  he  was  born  by 
his  providence,  and  that  **  thence  it  is  that  I  suffer  my  hair 
to  grow,  God  having  charged  me  never  to  poll  my  head,  and 
thence  my  strength  is  according  to  the  increase  and  con- 
tinuance of  my  hair.''     When  she  had  learned  thus  much> 
and  had  deprived  him  of  his  hair,  she  delivered  him  up  to 
his  enemies,  when  he  was  not  strong  enough  to  defend  him- 
self from  their  attempts  upon  him  ;  so  they  put  out  his  eyes, 
l^ftnd  bound  him,  and  had  him  led  about  among  them, 
Y     12»  But  in  process  of  time   Samson's  hair  grew  again, 
■And  there  was  a  public  festival  among  the  Philistines,  when 
'the  rulers,  and  those  of  the  most  eminent  character,  were 
feasting  together  (now  the  room  wherein  they  were,  had  its 
roof  supported  by  two  pillars),  so  they  sent  for  Samson,  and 
he  was  brought  to  their  feast,  that  they  might  insult  him  in 
their  cups.     Hereupon  he,  thinking  it  one  of  the  greatest 
misfortunes,   if  he  should  not  be  able  to  revenge  himself 
when  he  was  thus  insulted,  persuaded  the  boy  that  led  him 
by  the  band,  that  he  was  weary  and  wanted  to  rest  himself, 
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and  desired  he  would  bring  him  near  the  pUlara;  and 
soon  as  he  came  to  them,  he  rushed  with  force  against  thetnt 
and  overthrew  the  house,  by  overthrowing  its  pilhirs»  with 
three  thousand  men  in  it,  who  were  all  slain,  and  Samson 
with  them.     And  such  was  the  end  of  this  man,  when  be 
had  ruled  over  the  Israelites  twenty  years.     And  indeed 
this   man   deserves    to    be   admired    for   his    courage  and 
strength,  and  magnanimity  at  his  death,  and  that  his  wratli 
against  his  enemies  went  so  far  aa  to  die  iiimself  with  tbeHL 
But  as   for  his   being  ensnared   by  woman,  that  is   to  bf 
ascribed  to  human  nature,  which  is  too  weak  to  resist  the 
temptations  to  that  sin ;  hut  we  ought  to  bear  hiin  witness, 
that  in  atl  other  respects  he  was  one  of  extraordinary  virtue. 
But  his  kindred  took  away  his  body,  and  buried  it  in  Sara- 
sat,  his  own  country,  with  the  rest  of  his  family. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

How  under  Elix  government  of  the  Ijeraelites^  Booz  married 
Ruth^from  whom  came  Obed  the  grandfather  of  Dat'td* 

J  1.  Now  after  the  death  of  Samson »  EU  the  high-pric0t 
was  governor  of  the  Israelites.  Under  him,  when  the  country 
was  afflicted  with  a  famine,  Elimilech  of  Bethlehem,  which  ife 
a  city  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  being  not  able  to  suppc»rt  hi* 
family  under  so  sore  a  distress,  took  with  him  Naomi  \k 
wife,  and  the  children  that  were  born  to  him  by  her,  Chilioii 
and  Mahlon,  and  removed  his  habitation  into  the  land  of 
Moab ;  and  upon  the  happy  prosperity  of  his  affairs  there, 
he  took  for  his  sons  wives  of  the  Moabites,  Orpha  for  Chi- 
lion,  and  Rnth  for  Mahlon.  But  in  the  compass  of  tcfi 
years,  both  Elimclech,  and  a  little  wldle  after  him,  the  aoos 
died  :  and  Naomi  being  very  uneasy  at  these  accidents,  aiid 
not  able  to  bear  her  lonesome  condition,  now  those  that  wtre 
dearest  to  her  were  dead,  on  whose  account  it  was  that  ik 
had  gone  away  from  her  own  country,  she  returned  to  it 
again^  for  she  had  been  informed  it  was  now  in  a  dourishtfl|f 
condition.  However,  her  daughters-in-law  were  not  ableto 
think  of  parting  with  her,  and  when  they  had  a  mind  to  p 
out  of  the  country  with  her,  she  could  not  dissuade  thtfffl 
from  it;  but  when  they  insisted  upon  it,  she  wished  tbeoi 
more  happy  wedlock  than  they  had  had  with  her  sons,  imd 
that  they  might  have  prosperity  in  other  respects  also;  and 
seeing  her  own  affairs  were  so  low,  she  exhorted  them  to 
stay  where  they  were,  and  not  to  think  of  leaving  their  orD 
country,  and  partaking  with  her  of  that  uncertainty  imrfer 
which  she  must  return*     Accordingly  Orpah  staid  behiml: 
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but  she  took  Ruth  along  with  her,  as  not  to  be  persuaded 
to  stay  behind  her,  but  would  take  her  fortune  with  her, 
whatsoever  it  sliould  prove. 

2.  Wfien  Ruth  was  come  with  her  mother-in-law  to 
Bethlehem,  Bnoz,  who  was  near  of  kin  to  Ehmelech,  en- 
tertained her:  and  when  Naomi  was  so  called  by  her  fellow- 
citizens,  according  to  her  true  name,  she  said,  **  You  might 
more  truly  call  me  Mara,"  Now  Naomi  signifies,  in  the 
Hebrew  tongue^  happiness,  and  Mara,  sorrow*  It  was  now 
reaping  time;  and  Kuth>  by  the  leave  of  her  mother-in-law, 
went  out  to  glean,  that  they  mi^ht  get  a  stock  of  corn  for 
their  food.  Now  it  happened  that  she  came  into  Boozs 
field  ;  and  after  some  time  Booz  came  thither,  and  when  he 
saw  the  damsel,  he  inquired  of  his  servant  that  was  set  over 
the  reapers  concerning  the  girl.  The  servant  had  a  little 
before  inc|iiired  about  all  her  circumstances,  and  told  them 
to  his  master »  who  kindly  emhraced  her,  both  on  account  of 
her  affection  to  her  mother-in-law,  and  her  remembrance  of 
that  son  of  hers,  to  whom  she  had  been  married,  and  wished 
that  she  miglit  experience  a  prosperous  condition ;  so  he 
desired  her  not  to  glean,  but  to  reap  what  she  was  able,  and 
gave  her  leave  to  carry  it  home.  He  also  gave  it  in  charge 
to  that  servant  who  was  over  the  reapers,  not  to  hinder  her 
when  she  took  it  away^  and  bid  him  give  her  her  dinner,  and 
make  her  drink,  when  he  did  the  like  to  the  reapers.  Now 
what  corn  Ruth  received  of  him  she  kept  for  her  mother-in- 
law,  and  came  to  lier  in  the  evening,  and  brought  the  ears 
of  corn  with  her ;  and  Naomi  had  kept  for  her  a  part  of 
such  food  as  her  neighbours  had  plentifully  bestowed  upon 
lier-  Ruth  also  told  her  mother-in-law  what  Booz  had  said 
to  her ;  and  when  the  other  had  informed  her  that  he  was 
near  of  kin  to  them,  and  perhaps  was  so  pious  a  man  as  to 
make  some  provision  for  them,  she  went  out  again  on  the 
days  following  to  gather  the  gleanings  with  Bouz's  maid- 
servants* 

3.  It  was  not  many  days  before  Booz,  after  the  barley 
'was  winnowed,  slept  in  his  threshing-floor.     When  Naomt 

was  informed  of  this  circumstance,  she  contrived  it  so  that 
Ilulh  should  He  down  by  hinij  for  she  thought  it  might  be 
for  their  advantage  that  he  should  discourse  with  the  girl. 
Accordingly  she  sent  the  damsel  to  sleep  at  his  feet,  who 
went  as  she  bade  her,  for  she  did  not  think  it  consistent 
with  her  duty  to  contradict  any  command  of  her  mother-in- 
law.  And  at  first  she  lay  concealed  from  Boox,  as  he  was 
fast  asleep;  but  when  he  awaked  about  midnight,  and  per- 
ceived a  woman  lying  by  him,  he  asked  who  she  was  ;  and 
when  she  told  him  her  name,  and  desired  that  he  whom  she 
owned  for  her  lord  would  excuse  her ;  he  then  said  no  more, 
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but  ill  the  morning,  before  the  aervants  began  to  set  ab<mt 
their  workj  he  awaked  her,  and  bid  her  take  as  much  barley 
as  she  was  able  to  carry,  and  go  to  her  inother-in-law,  before 
any  body  ihere  should  ^ee  that  she  had  Iain  down  by  hin>, 
because  it  was  but  prudent  to  avoid  any  reproach  that  might  ■ 
arise  on  that  account,  especially  when  there  had  been  no-  | 
thing  done  that  was  ilL  But  as  to  the  main  point  she  aimed 
at,  the  matter  should  rest  here :  **  He  that  is  nearer  of  kin 
than  I  am,  shall  be  asked  whether  he  wants  to  take  thee  to 
wife ;  if  he  says  he  does,  thou  shalt  follow  him  ;  but  if  be 
refuse  it,  I  will  marry  thee  according  to  the  law/' 

4.  M'hen  she  had  informed  her  mother-in-law  of  this,  they 
were  very  glad  of  it,  out  of  the  hope  they  had  that  Boox 
would  make  provision  fur  them.  Now  about  noon  Booi 
went  down  into  the  city,  and  gathered  the  senate  together, 
and  when  he  had  sent  for  Ruth,  he  called  for  her  kinsmau 
also,  and  when  he  was  come,  he  said,  **  Dost  not  thou  retain 
the  inheritance  of  Ehmelech  and  his  sons?"  He  confessed 
that  he  did  retain  it,  and  that  he  did  as  he  was  permitted  to 
do  by  the  laws,  because  he  was  their  nearest  kinsman. 
Then  said  Booz,  **  Thou  must  not  remember  the  lawB  bf 
halves,  but  do  every  thing  according  to  them;  for  the  wire 
of  Mahlon  is  come  hither,  whom  thou  must  marry,  accord* 
ing  to  tlie  laws,  in  case  thou  wilt  retain  their  tields."  S<» 
the  man  yielded  up  both  the  field  and  the  wife  to  Booz,  who 
was  himself  of  kin  to  those  that  were  dead,  as  alleging  that 
he  had  a  wife  already,  and  children  also ;  so  Booz  called 
the  senate  to  witness,  and  bid  the  woman  to  loose  his  shoe, 
and  spit  in  his  face,  according  to  the  law;  and  when  thtB 
was  done  Booz  married  Ruth,  and  they  had  a  son  within  a 
year's  time,  Naomi  w^as  herself  a  nurse  to  this  child :  and 
by  the  advice  of  the  women  called  him  Ohed,  as  being  to  be 
brought  up  in  order  to  be  subservient  to  her  in  her  old  as€r 
for  Obed  in  tlie  Hebrew  dialect  signifies  a  servant.  Tm 
son  of  Obed  was  Jesse,  and  David  was  his  son,  who  wi< 
king,  and  left  his  dominions  to  his  sons  for  one  and  twenty 
generations.  1  was  therefore  obliged  to  relate  this  history 
of  Ruth,  because  I  had  a  mind  to  demonstrate  the  power  of 
God,  who,  without  difficulty,  can  raise  those  that  are  of 
ordinary  parentage  to  dignity  and  splendour,  to  which  he 
advanced  David,  though  he  were  born  of  such  mean  parent*. 


CHAP. 


ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS. 


311 


CHAPTER  X. 


neerning  the  birth  of  Smnuel;  and  how  be  foretold  the 
calamity  that  befell  the  sons  of  Eli. 

And  now  upon  the  ill  state  of  the  affairs  of  the  Hebrews, 

ey  made  war  again  upon  the  Philistines,     The  occasion 

this  :   EH  the  high-priest  had  two  sons,  Hophni  and 

Uneas.     These  sons  of  Eh  were  guilty  of  injustice  towards 

m,  and  of  impiety  towards  God,  and  abstained  from  no 

rt  of  wickedness.     Some  of  their  gifts  they  carried  off, 

^belonging  to  the  honourable  einploynient  they  had^  others 

^them  they  took  away  by  violence-     They  also  were  guilty 

'  impurity  with  the  women  that  came  to  worship  God  [at 

►tabernacle],  obliging  some  to  submit  to  their  lust  by  force, 

Iticing  others  by  bribes ;  nay,  the  whole  course  of  their 

IS  no  better  than  tyranny* 

leir  father  therefore  was  angry  at  them  for  such  tlieir 
ckedness,  and  expected  that  God  would  suddenly  inflict 
punishments  upon  them  for  what  they  had  done.  The 
jtitude  took  it  heinously  also.  And  as  soon  as  God  had 
what  calamity  would  befall  Eli^s  sons,  which  lie  did 
[>th  to  Eh  himself,  and  to  Samuel  the  prophet,  who  was 
wt  but  a  child,  he  openly  showed  his  iiorrow  for  his  sons 
B^trUGtion. 

H^^.  I  will  first  despatch  what  I  have  to  say  about  the 
prophet  Samuel,  atid  after  that  will  proceed  to  speak  of  the 
IS  of  Eii,  and  the  miseries  they  brought  on  the  whole 
>le  of  the  Hebrews*  Elcanab,  a  LevitCj  one  of  a  middle 
ition  among  his  fellow-citizens,  and  one  that  dwelt  at 
aatbaim,  a  city  of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim,  married  two 
ires,  Hannah  and  Peninnah,  He  had  children  by  the 
Her,  but  he  loved  the  other  best,  although  die  were 
pn.  Now  Elcanah  came  with  his  wives  to  the  city 
ilob  to  sacrifice,  for  there  it  was  that  the  tabernacle  of 
4\  was  fixed,  as  we  have  formerly  said*  Now  when,  after 
crificed,  he  distributed  at  that  festival  portions  of 
to  his  wives  and  children,  and  when  Hannah  saw 
other  wife's  children  sitting  round  about  their  mother, 
fell  into  tears,  and  lamented  herself  on  account  of  her 
krrenness  and  lonesomeness ;  and  suftering  her  grief  to 
uvail  over  her  husband^s  consolations  to  her,  she  went  to 
tabernacle  to  beseech  God  to  give  her  seed,  and  to 
ike  lier  a  mother;  and  to  vow  to  consecrate  the  first  son 
frhould  bear  to  the  service  of  God,  and  this  in  such  a 
f,  that  his  manner  of  living  should  not  be  like  that  of 
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ordinary  men.  And  as  she  continued  at  her  prayers  a  long 
time,  Eli  the  high-priest,  for  he  sat  there  before  the  taber- 
naclei  bid  her  go  away,  thinking  she  had  been  disordered 
with  wine,  but  when  she  said  she  had  drank  water^  but  was 
iji  sorrow  for  want  of  children,  and  was  beseeching  God  for 
them,  he  bid  her  be  of  good  cheer,  and  told  her  that  God 
would  send  her  children. 

S,  So  slie  came  to  her  husband  full  of  hope,  and  eat  her 
meal  with  gladness.  And  when  they  had  returned  to  their 
own  country  she  found  herself  with  child,  and  they  had  a 
son  born  to  them,  to  whom  they  gave  the  name  of  Samuel^ 
which  may  be  styled  one  that  was  asked  of  God.  They  there- 
fore came  to  the  tabernacle  to  ofler  sacrifice  for  the  birth  of  the 
child,  and  brought  their  tithes  with  them ;  but  the  woman 
remembered  the  vow  she  had  made  concerning  her  son,  and 
delivered  him  to  Eli,  dedicating  him  to  God,  that  he  might 
become  a  prophet.  Accordingly  his  hair  was  suffered  to 
grow  long,  and  his  drink  was  water.  So  Samuel  dwelt  and 
was  brought  up  in  the  temple.  But  Elcanah  had  other  sons 
by  Hannah,  and  three  daughters* 

4.  Now  when  Samuel  was  twelve  years  old,  he  began  to 
prophesy:  and  w^hen  he  was  once  asleep,  God  called  to  him 
by  his  name,  but  he,  supposing  he  had  been  called  by  the 
high-priest,  came  to  him :  but  when  the  priest  said  he  did 
not  call  him,  God  did  so  thrice.  EU  was  then  so  far  illumi- 
nated, that  he  said  to  him,  **  Indeed,  Samuel,  I  was  silent 
now  as  well  as  before:  it  is  God  that  calls  thee;  do  thou 
therefore  signify  it  to  him,  and  say,  I  am  here  ready.**  So 
when  he  heard  God  speak  again,  he  desired  him  to  speak, 
and  to  deliver  what  oracles  he  pleased  to  him,  for  he  would 
not  fail  to  perform  any  ministration  whatsoever  he  should 
make  use  of  him  in;  to  w^hich  God  replied,  "Since  thou 
art  here  ready,  learn  what  miseries  are  coming  upon  the 
Israelites^  such  indeed  as  words  cannot  declare,  nor  faith 
believe ;  for  the  sons  of  Eli  shall  die  on  one  day,  and  the 
priesthood  shall  be  transferred  into  the  family  of  Eleazar; 
ibr  Eli  hath  loved  his  sons  more  than  he  hath  loved  my 
worship,  and  to  such  a  degree,  as  is  not  for  their  advan- 
tage/* Which  message  Eli  obliged  the  prophet  by  oath  to 
tell  him,  for  otherwise  he  had  no  inclination  to  afflict  him  by 
telling  it. 

And  now^  Eli  had  a  far  more  sure  expectation  of  the  per- 
dition of  his  sons;  but  the  glory  of  Samuel  increased  more 
and  more,  it  being  found  by  experience  that  whatsoever  he 
prophesied  came  to  pass  accordingly  '. 

'  Alibotigh  tbi?re  bad  t>eeQ  a  few  occasional  propbcts  before^  yt't  was  tbis  Samuel 
the  fint  of  fl  coniitaDt  succe&^iion  of  propbets  in  tbe  Jewii^b  Dation,  as  \%  implied  in 
St.  Peier'a  words,  AcL^^  iii.  24.   *'  Vea^  and  til  tbe  propbcls  from  S«miie>i  ftni  iboce 
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trein  h  declared  what  befell  the  sons  of  Eli,  the  ark^  and 
the  people ;  and  how  Eli  himself  died  miserabltf, 

)\.  About  this  time  it  was  that  the  Philistjoes  made  war 
linst  the  Israelites,  and  pitched  tlieir  camp  at  the  city 
[>hek.     Now  when   the  Israehtes  had  expected  them  a 
tie  while,  the  very  next  day  they  joined  battle,  and  the 
[lUi&tineJi  were  conquerors,  and  slew  above  four  thousand 
the  Hebrews,  and  pursued  the  rest  of  the  multitude  to 
sir  camp* 
\9.  So  the  Hebrews  being  afraid  of  the  worst,  sent  to  the 
date,  and  to  the  high-priest,  and  desired  that  they  would 
ting  the  ark  of  God,  that  by  putting  themselves  in  array, 
ilien  it  was  present  with  them,  they  might  be  too  hard  for  their 
enenues,  as  not  reflecting  that  he  who  had  condemned  them 
■p  endure  these  calamities  was  greater  than  the  ark,  and  for 
Wiose  sake  it  was  that  this  ark  came  to  be  honoured.     So 
He  ark  came»  and  the  sons  of  the  high-priest  with  it,  having 
Hceived  a  charge  from  their  father,  that  if  the}/  pretended 
H  survive  the  taking  of  the  ark,  they  should  come  no  more 
Hlo  his  presence ;    for  Phineas  officiated  already  as  high- 
^Kest,   his   father   having   resigned  his    office   to   him,   by 
teaaon  of  his  great  age.     So   the    Hebrews  were  full   of 
jKiurage,  as  supposing  that,  by  the  coming  of  the  ark,  they 
^Pmild  be  too  hard  for  their  enemies  :  tlieir  enemies  also 
^ftre  greatly  concerned,  and  were  afraid  of  the  ark's  coming 
to  the  Israelites ;  however  the  upshot  did  not  prove  agree- 
able to  the  expectations  of  both  sides,  but  when  the  battle 
was  joined,  that  victory  which  the  Hebrews  expected  was 
gained  by  the  Philistines,  and  that  defeat  the  Philistines  were 
"raid  of,  fell  to  the  lot  of  the  Israelites,  and  thereby  they 
Lind  that  they  put  their  trust  in  the  ark  in  vain,  for  they 
?re  presently  beaten  as  soon  as  they  came  to  a  close  fight 
th   their  enemies,  and   lost  about  thirty  thousand  men, 
nong  which  were  the  sons  of  the  high-priest;  but  the  ark 
was  carried  away  by  the  enemies. 

3.  \Mien  the  news  of  this  defeat  came  to  Shiloh,  with  that 
^f  the  captivity  of  the  ark  (for  a  certain  young  man,  a  Bcn- 
Bpnite,  who  was  in  the  action,  came  as  a  messenger  thither). 
He  whole  city  was  full  of  lamentations.     And  Eli  the  high- 

"llal  Ibllow  sfler,  as  many  aa  have  i^pokco,  have  Tikewiae  for«iotd  of  lhe&«  days/' 
8et%lto  Acttt  ziu.  20.    The  olheri  weri>  raiher  sometimei  called  righteoun  roeo, 
.  ».  4i#  ai".  17- 
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priest^  who  sat  upon  a  high  throne  at  one  of  the  gates,  heard 
their  mournful  cries,  and  supposed  that  some  strange  thing 
had  befallen  his  family.  So  he  sent  for  the  young  man;  and 
when  he  understood  what  had  happened  in  the  battle,  he 
was  not  much  uneasy  as  to  his  sons,  or  what  was  told  him 
withal  about  the  army,  as  having  beforehand  known  by  divine 
revelation  that  those  things  would  happen,  and  having  him- 
self declared  them  beforehand,  for  what  sad  things  come 
unexpectedly  they  distress  men  the  most;  but  as  soon  as  the 
ark  was  carried  captive  by  their  enemies,  he  was  very  much 

frieved  at  it,  because  it  fell  out  quite  differently  from  what 
e  expected,  so  he  fell  down  from  his  throne,  and  died, 
having  in  all  lived  ninety-eight  years,  and  of  them  retained 
the  government  forty. 

4.  On  the  same  day  his  son  Phineas*8  wife  died  also,  is 
not  able  to  survive  the  misfortune  of  her  husband ;  for  they 
told  her  of  her  husband's  death  as  she  was  in  labour. 
However,  she  bare  a  son  at  seven  months,  which  Uved, 
and  to  which  they  gave  the  name  of  Icabod,  which  nine 
signifies  disgrace,  and  this  because  the  army  received  a  dis- 
grace at  this  time. 

5.  Now  Eli  was  the  first  of  the  family  of  Ithamar,  tk 
other  son  of  Aaron,  that  had  the  government ;  for  the  £uidr 
of  Eleazar  oflSciated  as  high-priest  at  first,  the  son  stul 
receiving  that  honour  from  the  father,  which  Eleazar  be- 
queathed to  his  son  Phineas ;  after  whom  Abiezer  hit  tofl 
took  the  honour,  and  delivered  it  to  his  son,  whose  dim 
was  Bukki,  from  whom  his  son  Ozi  received  it;  after  wboa 
Eli,  of  whom  we  have  been  speaking,  had  the  priesthood, 
and  so  he  and  his  posterity  until  the  time  of  Solomon's  reigo: 
but  then  the  posterity  of  Eleazar  reassumed  it. 
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CHAPTER  L 

The  desfrticiioft  that  came  upon  the  P/tiiisfiftes,  and  upon 
their  iand^  by  the  wrath  of  God,  on  acconnt  of  their  hating 
carried  the  ark  away  captive;  and  after  what  manner  thet^ 
ieni  it  back  to  the  Hebrews. 


ill 


A  taken  tlie  ark  \ 


le  Hebrews 

captive,  as  I  saij  a  little  before,  they  carried  it  to  the  city 
Ashtlod,  and  put  it  by  their  own  god,  wbo  was  called  Dagon", 
as  one  of  their  spoils ;  biit  when  they  went  into  his  temple 
the  next  morning  to  worsliip  their  gud,  they  found  him  pay- 
ing the  same  worship  to  tlie  ark,  for  he  lay  along,  as  having 
fallen  down  from  the  basis  whereon  he  had  stood :  so  they 
took  him  lip  and  set  him  on  his  basis  again^  and  were  much 
troubled  at  what  had  happened  ;  and  as  they  frequently  came 
to  Dagon  and  found  lilm  still  lying  along,  in  a  posture  of 
adoration  to  the  ark,  they  were  in  very  great  distress  and 
confusion.  At  length  God  sent  a  very  destructive  disease 
upon  the  city  and  country  of  Ashdod,  for  they  died  of  the 
dysentery  or  flux,  a  sore  distemper,  that  brought  death  upon 
them  very  suddenly ;  for  before  the  soul  could,  as  usual  in 
easy  deaths,  be  well  loosed  from  the  body,  they  brought  up 
their  entrails,  and  vomited  up  what  they  had  eaten,  which 
was  entirely  corrupted  by  the  disease.  And  as  to  the  fruits 
of  their  country,  a  great  multitude  of  mice  arose  out  of  the 
earth  and  hurt  them,  and  spared  neither  the  plants  nor  the 
frnits,  Now,  while  the  people  of  Ashdod  were  under  these 
misfortunes,  and  were  not  able  to  support  themselves  under 
their  calamities,  they  perceived  that  they  suffered  thus  be- 
cause of  the  ark,  and  that  the  victory  they  bad  gotten,  and 
their  having  taken  the  ark  captive,  had  not  happened  for 

*  Dagoo,  a  famous  maritime  god  or  ulol^  is  gcQerally  »iip[H}sed  to  K&ve  been  IlLo 
a  niiu  ibove  the  d;lycI,  and  Ukc  n  fi^b  buQcath  it. 
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their  good ;  they  therefore  sent  to  the  people  of  Askelon, 
and  desired  that  they  would  receive  the  ark  among  them^ 
This  desire  of  the  people  of  Ashdod  was  not  disagreeable  i<^ 
those  of  Askelon,  so  they  granted  them  that  favour.  Bui 
when  they  had  gotten  the  ark,  they  were  in  the  same  misers 
able  condition :  for  the  ark  carried  along  with  it  the  disastei 
that  the  people  of  Ashdod  had  suffered,  to  those  who  re- 
ceived it  from  them*  Those  of  Askelon  also  sent  it  away 
from  themselves  to  others:  nor  did  it  stay  among  those  othen 
neither,  for  since  they  were  pursued  by  the  same  disasten, 
they  still  sent  it  to  the  neighbouring  cities ;  so  that  the  ark 
went  round,  after  this  manner,  to  the  five  cities  of  the  Phi- 
listines, as  though  it  exacted  these  disasters  as  a  tributcio 
be  paid  it  for  its  coming  among  them. 

2,  When  those  that  had  experienced  these  miseries  were 
tired  out  with  them»  and  when  those  that  heard  them  woe 
taught  thereby  not  to  admit  the  ark  among  them,  since  tbcy 
paid  so  dear  a  tribute  for  it :  at  length  they  sought  for  some 
contrivance  and  method  how  they  might  get  free  from  it;  io 
the  governors  of  the  five  cities,  Gath,  and  Ekron,  and  Ai- 
kelon,  as  also  of  Gaza^  and  Ashdod,  met  together^  and  con* 
sidered  what  was  fit  to  be  done ;  and  at  the  first  they  thought 
proper  to  send  the  ark  back  to  its  own  people,  as  allowttif 
that  God  had  avenged  its  cause  ;  that  the  miseries  they  hid 
undergone  came  along  with  it,  and  that  these  were  sent  on 
their  cities  upon  its  account,  and  together  with  it.  How* 
ever,  there  were  those  that  said,  they  should  not  do  so,  nor 
suffer  themselves  to  be  deluded,  as  ascribing  the  cause  of 
their  miseries  to  it,  because  it  could  not  have  such  a  power 
and  force  upon  them;  for  had  God  had  such  a  regard  to  it, 
it  would  not  have  been  delivered  into  the  hands  of  men:  io 
they  exhorted  them  to  be  quiet,  and  to  take  patiently  what 
had  befallen  them,  and  to  suppose  there  was  no  other  caiiK 
of  it  but  nature,  which  at  certain  revolutions  of  time  produces 
such  mutations  in  the  bodies  of  men,  in  the  earth,  in  planKi 
and  in  all  things  that  grow  out  of  the  earth.  But  the  counsel 
that  prevailed  over  those  already  described,  was  that  of  cer- 
tain men,  who  were  believed  to  have  distinguished  themselves 
in  former  times  for  their  understanding  and  prudence,  and 
who,  in  their  present  circumstances,  seemed  above  all  the 
rest  to  speak  properly*  These  men  said,  it  was  not  right 
either  to  send  the  ark  away,  or  to  retain  it,  but  to  dedicate 
five  golden  images,  one  for  every  city,  as  a  thank-offering  Io 
God,  on  account  of  his  having  taken  care  of  their  preservn* 
tion,  and  having  kept  them  ahve  when  their  lives  were  liktflj 
to  be  taken  away  by  such  distempers  as  they  were  not  able 
to  bear  up  against*  They  also  would  have  them  make  five 
golden  mice  like  to  those  that  devoured  and  destroyed  their 
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country ^  to  put  them  in  a  bag,  and  lay  them  upon  the  ark; 
to  make  tbeni  a  new  cart  also  for  it,  and  to  yoke  milch  kine 
to  it*,  but  to  shut  up  their  calves  ;  and  keep  them  from  them, 
lest  by  following  after  them  they  should  prove  an  hinderance 
to  their  dams,  and  that  the  dams  might  return  the  faster  out 
of  a  desire  of  those  calves ;  then  to  drive  these  milch  kine 
that  carried  the  ark,  and  leave  it  at  a  place  where  three  ways 
met,  and  to  leave  it  to  the  kine  to  go  along  which  of  those 
ways  they  pleased,  that  in  case  they  went  the  way  to  the 
Hebrews,  and  ascended  to  their  country,  they  should  sup- 
pose that  the  ark  was  the  cause  of  their  misfortunes ;  but  if 
they  turned  into  another  road,  they  said  **  We  will  pursue 
after  it,  and  conclude  it  has  no  such  force  In  it." 

3.  So  tliey  determined  that  these  men  spake  well  j  and  they 
immediately  confirmed  their  opinion  by  doing  accordingly. 
And  when  they  had  done  as  has  been  already  described,  they 
brought  the  cart  to  a  place  where  three  ways  met,  and  left 
it  there,  and  went  their  ways ;  but  the  kine  went  the  right 
way,  and  as  if  some  persons  had  driven  them,  while  the  rulers 
of  the  Philistines  followed  after  them,  as  desirous  to  know 
where  they  would  stand  still,  and  to  whom  they  would  go. 
Now  there  was  a  certain  village  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  whose 
name  was  Bethshemesh,  and  to  that  tillage  did  the  kine  go; 
and  though  there  was  a  great  and  good  plain  before  them  to 
proceed  in,  they  went  no  farther,  but  stopped  the  cart  there. 
This  was  a  sight  to  those  of  that  village,  and  they  were  very 
glad;  for  it  being  then  summer-time,  and  all  the  inhabitants 
being  then  iji  their  fields  gathering  in  their  fruits,  they  left 
off  the  labours  of  their  hands  for  joy,  as  soon  as  they  saw  the 
ark,  and  ran  to  the  cart,  and  taking  the  ark  down,  and  the 
vessel  that  had  the  images  in  it,  and  the  mice,  tliey  set  them 
upon  a  certain  rock  which  was  in  the  plain ;  and  when  they 
had  offered  a  splendid  sacrifice  to  God,  and  feasted,  they 
offered  the  cart  and  the  kine  as  a  burnt-offering:  and  when 
the  lords  of  the  Philistines  saw  this,  they  returned  back, 

4,  But  now  it  was  that  the  wrath  of  God  overtook  them. 


-  *  SpaaheiiD  iofbrms  ui  hero,  that  upoQ  the  coins  of  T«aedos,  and  thow  of  other 
'  citleSf  a  field-mouse  U  engniveOp  together  with  ApoUo  Smtutheus,  or  Apollo  the 
driver  away  of  field-micep  on  account  of  his  bein^  supposed  I o  have  freed  certain 
tracts  of  ground  from  those  mice:  which  coias  show,  bow  freat  a  judgment  iucli 
mice  have  somerimes  been,  aod  how  the  detiveraacc  from  them  waii  then  esteemed 
the  %&kct  of  a  divine  power ;  whirh  observatioQB  are  liighly  suitable  to  this  history. 
^  This  device  of  the  Philistines,  of  having  a  yoke  of  kioe  to  draw  thi»  cart  into 
which  ihey  put  the  ark  of  the  Hebrews,  is  greatly  illustrated  by  SancboDiatbo*!  ac- 
count, under  bis  binth  generation,  that  Agrouerus,  or  Agrotes,  the  husbandmaii, 
had  a  much-wonhippod  statue  and  a  temple*  carried  about  bv  one  or  more  yoke  of 
oxen,  or  kloe,  io  Phenicia,  in  tho  oeighbourhood  of  these  Philistines.  See  Cum- 
berland's SanchoDittho,  p,  27,  and  347.  and  essay  on  the  Old  Testament,  Append, 
p.  172. 
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and  struck  seventy  persons^  dead  of  the  village  of  Bethshe* 
niesli,  who  not  being  priests,  and  so  not  worthy  te  touch  the 
ark,  had  approached  to  it.     Those  of  that  village  wept  for 
these  that  thus  suffered,  and  made  such  a  lamentation  a^  waa 
naturally  to  be  expected  on  so  great  a  misfortune  that  was 
sent  from  God,  and  every  one  mourned  for  his  own  reladon. 
And  since  they  acknowledged  themselves  unworthy  of  the 
ark's  abode  with  them,  they  sent  to  the  public  senate  of  the 
Israelites,  and  informed  them  that  the  ark  was  restored  by 
the  Philistines ;  w  hich  when  they  knew,  they  brought  it  awa? 
to  Kirjathjearim,a  city  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Bethsheracsh. 
In  this  city  lived  one  Abinadab,  by  birth  a  Levite,  and  who 
was  greatly  commended  for  his  righteous  and  religious  coune 
of  life ;  so  they  brought  the  ark  to  his  house,  as  to  a  place 
fit  for  God  himself  to  abide  in,  since  therein  did  abide  a 
righteous  man.     His  sons  also  ministered  to  the  divine  service 
at  the  ark,  and  were  the  principal  curators  of  it  for  twenty 
years,  for  so  many  years  it  continued  in  Kirjathjearimi  haring 
been  but  four  months  with  the  Philistines, 


CHAPTER  11. 

The  e:cpedition  of  the  Philistines  against  the  Hebrewi,  and 
the  Hebrews*  victory  under  the  conduct  of  Samutl  tkt 
prophet,  who  was  their  general. 

f  1.  Now^  while  the  city  of  Kirjathjearim  had  the  ark  with 
them,  the  whole  body  of  the  people  betook  themselves 
all  at  that  time  to  offer  prayers  and  sacrifices  to  God.  and 
appeared  greatly  concerned  and  zealous  about  his  worshij^ 
So  Samuel  the  prophet,  seeing  how  ready  they  were  to  do 
their  duty,  thought  this  a  proper  time  to  speak  to  them, 
while  they  were  in  this  good  dispogition,  about  the  recovcTY 
of  their  liberty,  and  of  the  blessings  that  accompanied  tha 
same*  Accordingly  he  used  sucli  words  to  them  as  he 
thought  were  most  likely  to  excite  that  inchnation,  and  tfl 
persuade  them  to  attempt  it:  **  O  you  Israelites,"  said  he, 
**  to  whom  the  Philistines  are  still  grievous  enemies,  but  to 
whom  Cfod  begins  to  be  gracious,  it  behoves  you,  not  only 
to  be  desirous  of  liberty,  but  to  take  the  proper  method*  to 
obtain  it.  Nor  are  you  to  be  contented  with  an  inclination 
to  get  clear  of  your  lords  and  masters,  while  you  still  do  what 

^  Thete  seventy  men,  being^  not  so  inui:h  as  Levitcs,  touched  the  ark  in  i  mtk9 
profane  fnanoer,  and  were  ilain  by  the  band  of  God  for  fucb  their  rMhoeal  lOJ 
profaneness.  according  to  the  dtvinethreateniogH,  Numb.  iv.  15i  20.  i  but  bow  (AT 
other  copies  come  to  add  such  an  tocre<libte  number  as  6fiy  thousiod  m  ihiiM* 
town  or  small  ctiy,  I  know  not    See  Dr.  Waira  Critical  Notes  on  t  Sun,  vi.  ID* 
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will  procure  your  contiauance  under  them :  be  righteous  then, 
and  cast  wickedness  out  of  your  souls,  and  by  your  worship 
supplicate  the  divine  majesty  with  all  your  hearts,  and  per- 
severe in  tlie  honour  you  pay  to  him  :  for  if  you  act  thus, 
you  will  enjoy  prosperity ;  you  will  be  freed  from  your  slavery* 
and  will  get  the  victory  over  your  enemies :  which  blessingB 
it  is  not  possible  you  should  attain,  either  by  weapons  of  war, 
or  by  the  strengtii  of  your  bodies,  or  by  the  multitude  of 
your  assistants ;  for  God  has  not  promised  to  grant  these 
blessings  by  those  means,  but  by  being  good  and  righteous 
men ;  and  if  you  will  be  such,  I  will  be  security  to  you  for 
the  performance  of  God's  promises."  When  Samuel  had 
said  thus,  the  multitude  applauded  his  discourse,  and  were 
pleased  with  his  exhortation  to  them,  and  gave  their  consent 
to  resign  themselves  up  to  do  what  was  pleas;ing  to  God, 
So  Samuel  gathered  them  together  to  a  certain  city  called 
Mizpeh,  which  signifies  in  the  Hebrew  tongue  a  watch-tower; 
there  they  drew  water,  and  poured  it  out  to  God,  and  ftisted 
all  day,  and  betook  themselves  to  their  prayers. 

2.  This  their  assembly  did  not  escape  the  notice  of  the 
Philistines :  so  when  they  had  learned  that  so  large  a  com- 
pany had  met  together,  they  fell  upon  the  Hebrews  with  a 
great  army  and  mighty  forces » aa  hoping  to  assault  them  when 
they  did  not  expect  it,  nor  were  prepared  fof  it.  This  thing 
affrighted  the  Hebrews,  and  put  them  into  disorder  and 
terror;  so  they  came  running  to  Samuel,  and  said,  **  that 
their  souls  were  sunk  by  their  fears,  and  by  the  former 
defeat  they  had  received,  and  that  tiience  it  was  that  we  lay 
still,  lest  we  should  excite  the  power  of  our  enemies  against 
us.  Now  while  thou  hast  brought  us  hither  to  ofler  up  our 
prayers  and  sacrifices,  and  take  oaths  [to  be  obedient],  our 
enemies  are  makinej  an  expedition  against  us,  while  we  arc 
naked  and  unarmed  :  wherefore  we  have  no  other  hope  of 
deliverance  but  that  by  thy  means,  and  by  the  assistance 
God  shall  afford  us  upon  thy  prayers  to  him,  we  sliall  ob- 
tain deliverance  from  the  Philistines."  Hereupon  Samuel 
bid  them  be  of  good  cheer,  and  promised  them  that  God 
would  assist  them  ;  and  taking  a  sucking  lamb  he  sacrificed 
it  for  the  multitude,  and  besought  God  to  hold  his  protect- 
ing hand  over  them  when  they  should  fight  with  the  Phi- 
listines, and  not  to  overlook  them,  nor  suffer  them  to  come 
under  a  second  misfortune.  Accordingly  God  hearkened 
to  bis  prayers,  and  accepting  their  sacrifice  with  a  gracious 
intention,  and  such  as  was  disposed  to  assist  them,  he 
granted  them  victory  and  power  over  their  enemies.  Now 
while  the  altar  had  the  sacrifice  of  God  upon  it,  and  had 
not  yet  consumed  it  wholly  by  its  sacred  fire,  the  enemy's 
army  marched  out  of  their  camp,  and  was  put  into  order  of 
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battle,  and  thi^  in  hope  that  they  should  be  coiiquerorsy 
since  the  Jews*  were  caught  in  distressed  circumstances^ 
neither  having  their  weapons  with  them,  nor  being  assei 
bled  there  in  order  to  fight.     But  things  so  fell  out,  that 
they  would  hardly  have  been   credited  though  they  had 
been  foretold  by  any  body  ;  for,  in  the  first  place,  God  dis- 
turbed  the  enemies  with  an  earthquake,  and  moved   die 
ground  under  them  to  such  a  degree,  that  he  caused  it  to 
tremble,  and  made  them  to  shake,  insomuch   that  by  its 
trembling,  he  made  some  unable   to  keep  their  feet^  and 
made  them  fall  down,  and  by  opening  its  chasms,  he  caused 
that  others  should  be  hurried  down  into  them,  after  which 
he  caused  such  a  noise  of  thunder  to  come  among  them,  oikI 
made  fiery  lightning  shine  so  terribly  round  about  them,  tkat 
it  was  ready  to  burn  their  faces  ;  and  he  so  suddenly  shook 
their  weapons  out  of  their  hands,  that  he  made  them  fly  and 
return  home  naked.    So  Samuel  with  the  multitude  pursued 
them  to  Bethcar,  a  place  so  called ;  and  there  he  set  up  4 
stone  as   a  boundary  of  their  victory,  and   their  enemies 
flight,  and  called  it  the  Stone  of  Power,  as  a  signal  of  that 
power  God  had  given  them  agahist  their  enemies* 

3,  So  the  PhiHstines,  after  this  stroke,  made  no  more  ex- 
peditions against  the  Israelites,  but  lay  still  out  of  fear,  ami 
out  of  remcmhrtnce  of  what  had  befallen  them :  and  what 
courage  the  Philistines  had  formerly  against  the  Hebroj^^H 
that,  after  this  victory,  was  transferred  to  the  Hebr(j^^^ 
Samuel  also  made  an  expedition  against  the  Philistines,  smi 
slew  many  of  them,  and  entirely  humbled  their  proud  hearts, 
and  took  from  them  that  country,  which,  when  they  were 
formerly  conquerors  in  battle,  they  had  cut  off  from  the 
Jews,  which  was  the  country  that  extended  from  the  bordeti 
of  Gath  to  the  city  Ekron  :  but  the  remains  of  the  Canaui* 
ites  were  at  this  time  in  friendship  with  the  Israelites,  | 


«  This  if  ihe  first  place,  so  far  as  I  remember,  in  ihes^  Aoliquili^iy  whM 
Josephs  1  begins  to  call  his  natioo  Jews,  he  havtog  hitherto  usually,  if  not  c^O' 
tUDtly*  called  them  either  Hebrews  or  Iiraelites*  The  aecood  place  soon  folldwi^ 
chip.  ill.  $  5. 
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CHAPTER  III. 

How  Samuely  when  he  was  so  infirm  with  old  €zge  that  he 
could  not  take  care  of  the  public  affairs^  intrusted  them  to 
his  sons;  and  how,  npon  the  evii  administration  of  the 
government  hij  theniy  the  mtiliitnde  were  so  ongrt/t  thai 
ihey  required  to  have  a  king  to  govern  them,  althongh 
Samuel  was  much  displeased  thereat. 

§  L  But  Samuel  the  prophet,  when  he  liad  ordered  the 
affairs  of  the  people  after  a  convenient  manner,  and  had 
appointed  a  city  for  every  district  of  tliem,  he  eommanded 
them  to  come  to  such  cities,  to  have  the  controversies  that 
they  had  one  with  another  determined  in  them,  he  himself 
going  over  those  cities  twice  in  a  year,  and  doing  them  justice; 
and  by  that  means  he  kept  them  m  very  good  order  for  a 
long  time. 

2.  But  afterward  lie  foui»d  himself  oppressed  with  old  age, 
and  not  able  to  do  what  he  used  to  do,  so  he  committed  the 
government  and  tlie  care  of  the  nudtilude  to  his  sons ;  the 
elder  of  which  was  called  Joeh  and  the  name  of  tlie  younger 
was  Abiah,  He  also  enjoined  them  to  reside  and  judge  the 
people,  the  one  at  the  city  Bethel,  and  the  other  at  Beer- 
s^heba,  and  divided  the  people  into  districts  tliat  sliould  be 
under  the  jurisdiction  of  each  of  them.  Now  these  men 
afford  us  an  evident  example  and  demonstration,  how  some 
children  are  not  of  the  like  dispositions  with  their  parents; 
but  sometimes  perhaps  good  and  moderate,  thougli  born  of 
wncked  parents,  and  sometimes  showing  themselves  to  be 
wicked,  though  born  of  good  parents;  for  these  men  turning 
aside  from  their  father's  good  courses,  and  taking  a  course 
that  was  contrary  to  them,  perverted  justice  for  the  filthy 
lucre  of  gifts  and  bribes,  and  made  their  determinatinus  not 
according  to  truth,  but  according  to  bribery,  and  turned 
aside  t(»  luxury,  and  a  costly  way  of  living;  so  that  as,  in  the 
first  place,  they  practised  what  was  contrary  to  the  will  of 
God,  so  did  they,  in  the  second  place,  what  was  contrary  to 
the  will  of  the  prophet  tlieir  father,  who  had  taken  a  great 
deal  of  care,  and  made  a  very  careful  provision  that  the 
multitude  should  be  righteous, 

S,  But  the  people,  upon  these  injuries  offered  to  their 
fonner  constitution  and  government  by  the  prophet's  sons, 
wTre  very  uneasy  at  their  actions,  and  came  running  to  the 
prophet,  who  then  lived  at  the  city  Kamah,  and  informed 
him  of  the  transgressions  of  his  sons  j  and  said,  **  that  as  he 
was  himself  old  already,  and  too  infirm  by  that  age  of  his  to 

VOL,  I.  Y 
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oversee  their  aflairs  in  the  manner  he  used  to  do,  so  tliey 
begged  of  him,  and  entreated  him,  to  appoint  some  person 
to  be  king  over  them,  who  might  rule  over  the  nation, 
avenge  them  of  the  Philistines,  who  ought  to  be  puni 
for  their  former  oppressions/'  These  wurds  greatly  affli 
Samuel,  on  account  of  his  innate  love  of  justice,  and  bis  hatred 
to  kingly  government,  for  he  was  very  fond  of  an  aristocracy, 
as  what  made  the  men  tliat  used  it  of  a  divine  and  happj 
disposition:  nor  could  he  either  think  of  eating  or  sleeping, 
out  of  his  concern  and  torment  of  mind  at  what  they  had 
said,  but  all  the  night  long  did  he  continue  awake  and  revolved 
these  notions  in  his  mind. 

4.  While  he  was  thus  disposed  God  appeared  to  hinJ, 
and  comforted  him,  saying,  **that  he  ought  not  to  be  uneajy 
at  what  the  multitude  desired,  because  it  was  not  he,  lui 
Himself  w^hom  they  so  insolently  despised,  and  would  not 
have  to  be  alone  their  king ;  that  they  had  been  contriving 
these  things  from  the  very  day  that  they  came  out  of  Egypt; 
that  however  in  no  long  time  they  would  sorely  repent  of 
what  they  did,  which  repentance  yet  could  not  undo  what 
w^as  thus  done  for  futurity :  that  they  would  be  sufBciendy 
rebuked  for  their  contempt,  and  the  ungrateful  conduct  they 
have  used  towards  me,  and  towards  thy  prophetic  office- 
So  I  command  thee  to  ordain  them  such  a  one  as  I  shall 
name  beforehand  to  be  their  king,  when  thou  ha^t  first 
described  what  mischiefs  kingly  government  will  bring  upon 
them,  and  openly  testified  before  them  unto  what  a  great 
change  of  affairs  they  are  hasting." 

Ti.  When  Samuel  had  heard  this,  he  called  the  Jews  early 
in  the  morning,  and  confessed  to  them  that  he  was  to  ordaifl 
them  a  king;  but  he  said  that  he  was  first  to  describe  to 
them  what  would  follow »  what  treatment  they  would  receive 
from  their  kings,  and  with  how  many  mischiefs  they  must 
struggle:  ** for  know  ye,'*  said  he,  "  that,  in  the  first  plaa* 
they  will  take  your  sons  away  from  you,  and  they  will  coO'' 
mand  some  of  them  to  be  drivers  of  their  chariots,  and  soofi 
to  be  their  horsemen,  and  the  guards  of  their  body,  and 
others  of  them  to  be  runners  before  them,  and  cauptuiif 
of  thousands,  and  captains  of  hundreds  ;  they  will  alsO 
make  them  their  artificers,  makers  of  armour,  and  of 
chariots,  and  of  instruments  ;  they  will  make  them  their 
husbandmen  also,  and  the  curators  of  their  own  field«i 
and  the  diggers  of  their  own  vineyards ;  nor  will  thci* 
be  any  thing  which  they  will  not  do  at  their  commandtj 
as  if  they  were  slaves  bought  with  money.  They  nrffl 
also  appoint  your  daughters  to  be  confectioners,  and  cooH 
and  bakers;  and  the±re  will  be  obliged  to  do  all  sorta  oi^ 
work  which  women  slaves  that  are  in  fear  of  stripes  and 
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fients  submit  to.     They  will,    besides  this,  take  away 

four  possessions,  and  bestow  them  upon  their  eunuchs,  and 

\e  guards  of  their  bodies,  and  will  give  the  herds  of  your 

itlle  to  their  own  servants;  and  to  say  briefly  all  at  once, 

[)u,  and  all  that  is  yours,  will  be  servants  to  your  king,  and 

rill  become  no  way  superior  to  his  slaves :  and  when  you 

iffer  thus,  you  will  thereby  be  put  in  mind  of  what  I  now 

Ju  And  when  you  repent  of  what  you  have  done,  you 
_  I  beseech  God  to  have  mercy  upon  you,  and  to  grant  you 
a  qtiick  deliverance  from  your  kings  ;  but  he  will  not  ac- 
cept your  prayers,  but  will  neglect  you,  and  permit  you  to 
suffer  the  punishment  your  evil  conduct  has  deserved," 

6,  But  the  multitude  was  still  so  foolish  as  to  be  deaf  to 
these  predictions  of  what  would  befall  them  ;  and  too  peevish 
to  suffer  a  determination  which  they  bad  irijudicioysly  once 
Dade,  to  be  taken  out  of  their  mind ;  for  they  could  not  be 
omed  from  their  purpose,  nor  ditl  they  regard  the  words 
^  Samuel,  but  peremptorily  insisted  on  their  resolution,  and 
tsired  him  to  ordain  them  a  king  immediately,  and  not  to 
Duble  himself  with  fears  of  what  ivould  liappen  hereafter, 
tr  that  it  was  necessary  they  should  have  with  them  one  to 
jht  their  battles,  and  to  avenge  tliem  of  their  enemies,  and 
il  it  was  no  way  absurd,  when  their  neighbours  ivere 
ler  kingly  government,  that  they  should  have  the  same 
Ibrni  of  government  also.  So  when  Samuel  saw  that  what 
^^e  had  said  had  not  diverted  them  from  tlieir  purpose,  but 
^Hial  they  continued  resolute,  he  said,  "  Go  you  every  one 
^■Dme  for  the  present,  when  it  is  6t  I  wilt  send  for  you,  as 
Bfcoin  as  I  shall  have  learned  from  God  who  it  is  that  he  will 
^gire  you  for  your  king/* 

^^  I,  TnEKE  was  one  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  a  man  of  a 
cood  family,  and  of  a  virtuous  disposition  ;  his  name  was 
Kish.  He  had  a  son,  a  young  roan  of  a  comely  countenance, 
aod  of  a  tall  body,  but  his  understanding  and  his  mind  were 
preferable  to  what  was  visible  in  him ;  they  called  liim  SauK 
Now  this  Kish  had  some  fine  she-asses  that  were  wandered 
nf  the  pasture  wherein  they  fed,  for  he  was  mure  de- 
^hted  with  tliese  than  with  any  other  cattle  he  had,  so  he 
dt  out  his  son,  and  one  servant  with  him,  to  search  for  the 
but  when  he  had  gone  over  his  own  tribe  in  search 
ftrr  the  asses,  he  went  to  other  tribes*  and  when  he  found 
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ie  appointment  of  a  hhig  over  the  Israelites,  whose  name 
was  Saul ;  and  this  by  the  command  of  God. 
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them  not  there  neither,  he  determined  to  go  his  way  homey^ 
lest  he  should  occasion  any  concern  to  his  father  about  biro- 
self.     But  when  his  servant  that  followed  him  told  him  as 
they  were  near  the  city  of  Uamah,  that  there  was  a  true 
prophet  in  that  city,  and  advised  liim  to  go  to  him,  for  that 
by  him  they  would  know  the  upshot  of  the  affair  of  tlieir 
asses,  he  repHed,  that  if  they  should  go  to  him,  they  hill 
nothing  to  give  him  as  a  reward  for  his  prophecy,  for  thiif 
sub5«istence*moncy  was  spent.     The  servant  answered,  that 
he  had  still  the  fourth  part  of  a  shekel,  and  he  would  pre* 
sent  him  with  that :  for  they  were  mistaken  out  of  ignorance, 
as  not  knowing  that  tlie  prophet  received  no  such  reward  ^ 
So  they  went  to  him,  and  when  they  were  before  the  gates, 
they  lit  upon  certain  maidens  that  were  going  to  fetch  water, 
and  they  asked  them  which  was  the  prophet's  house.    They 
showed  them  which  it  was;  and  bid  them  make  haste  before 
he  sat  down  to  supper,  for  he  had  invitt*d  many  guests  to  t 
feast,  and  that  he  used  to  sit  down  before  those  that  were 
invited.     Now  Samuel  had  then  gathered  many  together  to 
feast  with  him  on  this  very  account;  for  whde  he  e^^ery  day 

frayed  to  God  to  tell  him  beforehand  whom  he  would  make 
ing»  he  had  informed  him  of  this  man  the  day  before,  for 
that  he  would  send  him  a  certain  young  man  out  of  the  tribe 
of  Benjamin  ahout  this  hour  of  the  day  ;  and  he  sat  on  the 
top  of  the  house  in  expectation  of  that  time's  being  come. 
And  when  the  time  was  completed,  he  came  down  and  went 
to  supper ;  so  he  met  with  Saul,  and  God  discovered  to 
him  J  that  this  was  he  who  should  rule  over  them*  Then 
Saul  went  up  to  Samuel  and  saluted  him,  and  desired  him 
to  inform  him  which  was  the  prophet*s  house  ;  for  he  s«id 
he  was  a  stranger  and  did  not  know  it.  AVhen  Samuel  had 
told  him  that  he  himself  was  the  person,  he  led  him  into 
supper,  and  assured  him  the  asses  were  found  which  he  had 
been  to  seek,  and  that  the  greatest  of  good  things  were 
assured  to  him;  he  replied,  '*  I  am  too  inconsiderable  to 
hope  for  any  such  thing,  and  of  a  tribe  too  small  to  hate 
kings  made  out  of  it,  and  of  a  family  smaller  than  several 
other  families ;  hut  thou  tellest  me  this  in  jest,  and  nmkest 
me  an  object  of  laughter,  when  thou  discoursest  with  inerf 
greater  matters  than  what  I  stand  in  need  of,"  However, 
the  prophet  led  him  into  the  feast  and  made  him  sit  down* 
him  and  his  servant  that  followed  him,  above  the  other 
guests  that  were  invited,  which  were  seventy  in  number'; 

^  Of  this  great  mittake  of  SauFs  iitid  liis  servant's,  as  If  a  true  prophet  of  (^fl^ 
would  accept  of  a  gift  or  present,  lor  foreielling  what  was  deiired  of  him  ;  scali^ 
Dote  OD  B.  IV.  ch.  vL  sect.  3. 

c  It  %eem%  to  me  not  itnprobAble,  thai  these  seventy  euefts  of  SainaieJ  tMh^K 
wiili  himself  nt  the  head  of  them,  were  a  Jewish  saahedniu,  and  thftt  beif^ 
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and  he  gave  order  to  the  servants  to  set  the  royal  portion 
before  SauL  But  when  the  time  of  going  to  bed  wns  come, 
the  rest  rose  up,  and  every  one  of  them  went  home  ;  but 
Saul  staid  with  the  prophet,  he  and  his  servant,  and  slept 
I     tpWi  him* 

^■^  £.  But  as  soon  as  it  was  day,  Samuel  raided  up  Saul  out 
^ntf  bis  bed,  and  conducted  him  homeward ;  and  when  he 
^^Wms  out  of  the  city,  he  desired  him  to  cause  his  servant  to 
™  go  before,  but  to  stay  behind  himself,  for  that  he  had  some- 
I  what  to  say  to  him,  when  nobody  else  was  present*  Ac- 
^fccordingly  Saul  sent  away  his  servant  that  followed  him  ; 
^^lien  did  the  prophet  take  a  vessel  of  oil*  and  poured  it  upon 
[  Uie  head  of  the  young  man,  and  kissed  him,  and  said,  **  Be 
th<m  a  king,  by  the  ordination  of  God,  against  the  Phi- 
VAtines,  and  for  avenging  the  Hebrews  for  what  they  have 
ffered  by  them;  of  this  thou  shalt  have  a  sign,  which  I 
ould  have  thee  take  notice  of;  as  soon  as  thou  art  departed 
nce»  thuu  wilt  find  three  men  upon  the  road,  going  to 
or§hip  God  at  Bethel,  the  first  of  which  thou  wilt  see 
Trying  three  loaves  of  bread,  the  second  carrying  a  kid  of 
goats,  and  the  third  will  follow  them  carrying  a  bottle  of 
ine*  These  three  men  will  salute  thee,  and  speak  kindly 
thee,  and  will  give  thee  two  of  their  loaves,  which  thou 
it  accept  of.  And  thence  thou  shalt  come  to  a  place 
^ealled  Rachefs  monument,  where  thou  shalt  meet  with 
those  that  will  tell  thee  thy  asses  are  found  ;  after  this, 
when  thou  comest  to  Gabatha,  thou  shalt  overtake  a  com- 
pany of  prophets,  and  thou  shalt  be  seized  with  the  divine 
spirit **,  and  prophecy  along  with  them,  till  every  one  that 
sees  thee  shall  be  astonished,  and  wonder,  and  say,  Whence 
is  it  that  the  son  of  Kish  has  arrived  at  this  degree  of  hap- 
piness ?  And  w^hen  these  si^ns  have  happened  to  thee, 
koow  that  God  is  with  thee;  then  do  thou  salute  thy  father, 
ami  thy  kindred.  Thou  shalt  also  come  when  I  send  for 
ihee  to  Gilgali  that  we  may  ofler  thank-offerings  to  God  for 
these  blessings."  When  Samuel  had  said  this,  and  foretold 
ibese  things,  he  sent  the  young  men  away*  Now  all  things 
ieil  out  to  Saul  according  to  the  prophecy  of  Samuel* 

3w  But  as  soon  as  Saul  came  into  the  house  of  his  kins- 

Abner,  whom  indeed  he  loved  better  than  the  rest  of 

»  relations,  he  was  asked  by  him  concerning  his  journey, 

Slid  what  accidents  happened  to  him  therein  ;  and  he  con- 


Simuel  inltmated  to  Saul*  lliat  these  seyeniy-one  were  to  be  hU  cooslant  conn- 
•rllora,  and  that  hu  was  to  act  not  like  a  sole  monarcb,  but  with  the  advice  and 
iifoclioa  of  these  MTenty-one  members  of  tb«  Jewish  eanhedrim  upoo  nil  occa- 

OQft,  which  yet  we  never  read  dmi  he  con  suited  afterward. 

^  An  iii&iHUce  of  this  divine  fury  we  have  after  this  io  Saul,  chap,  v,  ^  2,  3  ; 
1  dain^  li.  6.    See  the  likei  Jud^.  iii.  10  ;  and  vi.  34 ;  and  ii.  29;  and  xiii.  25  ; 
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cealed  none  of  the  other  things  from  him,  no,  not  his  coi 
to  Samuel  the  prophet,  nor  how  he  told  him  the  Asses 
found  ;  hut  he  said  nothing  to  hnn  ahout  the  kingdom 
what  belonged  thereto,  which  he  thought  would  procure 
him  envy,  and  vUien  such  things  are  heard,  they  are  not 
eafiily  believed  i  nor  did  he  tliink  it  prudent  to  tell  those 
things  to  him,  although  he  appeared  very  friendly  to  hinif 
and  one  whom  he  loved  above  the  rest  of  his  relations,  con# 
sidering,  I  suppose,  uhat  human  nature  really  is,  that  na 
one  is  a  firm  friend^  neither  among  our  intimates,  nor  of  our 
kindred,  nor  do  they  preserve  that  kiud  disposition  whett 
God  advances  men  to  great  prosperity,  but  they  are  still  ill-' 
natured  and  envious  at  those  that  are  in  eminent  stations. 

4.  Then  Samuel  called  the  people  together  to  the  city 
Mispeh,  and  spake  to  them  it*  the  words  following,  whicli 
be  said  he  was  to  speak  by  the  command  of  God:  tliat 
**  when  he  had  granted  them  a  state  of  liberty,  and  brought 
their  enemies  into  subjection,  they  were  become  unmindful 
of  his  benefits,  and  rejected  God  that  he  should  not  be  their 
king,  as  not  considering  that  it  would  be  most  for  their  wir 
vantage  to  be  presided  over  by  the  best  of  beings,  for  God 
is  the  best  of  beings^  and  they  chose  to  have  a  man  for  ihttf 
king,  while  kings  will  use  their  subjects  as  beasts,  accord* 
ing  to  the  violence  of  tijeir  own  wills  and  inclinations,  and 
other  passions,  as  wholly  carried  away  with  the  lust  of 
power,  but  will  not  endeavour  so  to  preserve  the  race  of 
mankind  as  his  own  workmanship  and  creation,  whichi  for 
that  very  reason,  God  would  take  care  of.  But  since  you 
have  come  to  a  fixed  resolution,  and  this  injurious  treatment 
of  God  has  quite  prevailed  over  you,  dispose  yourselves  by 
your  tribes  and  sceptres,  and  cast  lots/' 

5.  When  the  Hebrews  had  bo  done,  the  lot  fell  upon  the 
tribe  of  Benjamin  ;  and  when  the  lot  was  cast  for  the  familiei 
of  this  tribe,  that  which  was  called  Matri  was  taken  ;  aitd 
when  the  lot  was  cast  for  the  single  persons  of  that  family, 
Saul,  the  son  of  Kish,  was  taken  for  their  king.  When  tlie 
young  man  knew  this,  he  prevented  [their  sending  for  him], 
and  immediately  went  away  and  hid  himself.  I  suppose 
that  it  was  because  he  would  not  have  it  thought  that  k^ 
willingly  took  the  government  upon  him;  nay,  he  showed 
such  a  degree  of  command  over  himself,  and  of  mode9t|f 
that  while  the  greatest  part  are  not  able  to  contain  their 
joy,  even  in  the  gaining  of  small  advantages,  but  presently 
show  themselves  publicly  to  all  men,  this  man  did  not  only 
show  nothing  of  that  nature,  when  he  was  appointed  to  be 
the  loj*d  of  so  many,  and  so  great  tribes,  but  crept  awajf  and 
concealed  himself  out  of  the  sight  of  those  he  was  to  rei|ti 
over,  and  made  them  seek  him,  and  that  with  a  good  deJ 
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of  trouble.  So  when  the  people  were  at  a  loss,  and  solicit- 
Dus,  because  Saul  disappeared »  the  prophet  besought  God 
to  show  where  the  young  man  was,  and  to  produce  him 
before  them.  So  when  they  had  learned  of  God  the  place 
%rhere  Saul  was  hidden,  they  sent  men  to  bring  hinij  and 
when  he  was  come,  they  set  him  in  the  midst  of  the  multi- 
tude. Now  he  was  taller  than  any  of  ihem,  and  his  stature 
was  very  majestic. 

6,  Then  said  the  prophet,  '*God  gives  you  this  man  to 
be  your  king:  see  liow  he  is  higher  than  any  of  the  people, 
and  worthy  of  this  dominion."  So  as  soon  as  the  people  had 
made  acclamation,  God  save  the  King,  the  prophet  wrote 
down  what  would  come  to  pass  in  a  book,  and  read  it  In  the 
bearing  of  the  king,  and  laid  up  the  book  in  the  tabernacle 

kof  God,  to  be  a  witness  to  future  generations  of  what  he 
1  ^  ''  'told.  So  when  Samuel  liad  finished  this  matter,  he 
<  d    the   muUitude,   and    came    himself    to    the   city 

Kamali,  for  it  was  his  own  country.  Saul  also  went  away 
to  Gibeah,  where  he  was  born ;  and  many  good  men  there 
were  who  paid  him  the  respect  timt  was  due  to  him,  hut  the 
l^eater  part  were  ill  men,  who  despised  him  and  derided 
the  others,  who  neither  did  bring  him  presents,  nor  did 
they  in  affection,  or  even  in  words,  regard  to  please  him. 


CHAPTER  V. 

uFs  experlition  against  the  nation  of  the  Ammomtes^  and 
ciciory  occr  them,  and  the  spoils  he  took  from  them, 

I     I  L  After  one  month,  the  war  which  Saul  had  with  Na- 

^Bsash,  the  king  of  the  Ammonites,  obtained  him  respect  from 

^^11  the  people  ;   for  this  Naliash  had  done  a  great  deal  of 

^Biischief  to  the  Jews  that  lived  beyond  Jordan  by  the  e%pe* 

^^itioii  he  had  made  against  them  with  a  great  and  warlike 

army.     He  also  reduced  their  cities  into  slavery,  and  that 

not  only  by  subduing  them  for  the  present,  which  he  did  by 

force  and  violence  ;    but  weakening  them  by  subtlety  and 

» cunning*  that  they  might  not  be  able  afterward  to  get  clear 
of  the  slavery  they  were  under  to  him;  lor  he  put  out  the 
right  eyes*  of  those  that  either  delivered  themselves  to  him 
upon  terms,  or  were  taken  by  him  in  war;  and  this  he  did, 
that  when  their  left  eyes  were  covered  by  their  shields,  they 
night  be  wholly  useless  in  war.     Now  when  the  king  of  the 

.  *  T%lm  Here  Theodoret'i  note,  cited  bj  Dr.  Hudson  :  *'  He  tbat  expotes  br* 
likielci  lo  tbG  coemT  wttb  bis  left  band,  thereby  bides  bit  left  eye,  and  looki  at  the 
laptmy  with  hit  right  eye  ht  therefore  that  pLiAcks  out  tbut  eye,  makes  men  tise- 
16m  Itn  war.*' 
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Ammonites  had  served  those  beyond  Jordan  in  this  manner^ 
he  led  his  army  against  those  that  were  called  Gileadites; 
and  liaving  pitched  liis  camp  at  the  metropoUs  of  bis  ene- 
mies, which  was  the  city  Jabesh,  he  sent  ambassadors  to 
them,  commanding  them  either  to  deliver  themselves  up,  oq 
condition  to  have  their  right  eyes  plucked  out,  or  to  undergo 
a  »iege,  and  to  have  tlieir  cities  overthrown.  He  gave  them 
their  choice,  whether  they  would  cut  ofi'  a  small  member  of 
tlieir  body*  or  universally  perish.  However,  the  Gileaditei 
were  so  aflnghted  at  these  ofl'ers,  that  they  had  not  counil 
to  say  any  thing  to  either  of  them,  neither  that  they  wods 
deliver  themselves  up,  nor  that  they  would  fight  him.  B«t 
they  desired  that  he  would  give  them  seven  days'  respite, 
that  they  might  send  ambassadors  to  their  countrymen,  mi 
entreat  their  assistance ;  and  if  they  came  to  assist  then 
they  would  fight,  but  if  that  assistance  were  inv  "  u  to 
be  obtained  from  them,  they  said  they  would  dt  rim- 

selves  up  to  sufler  whatever  he  pleased  to  inflict  upon  tliem. 

2.  So  Nahash,  contemning  the  multitude  of  the  Gileaditei, 
and  the  answer  they  gave,  allowed  them  a  respite,  and  gare 
them  leave  to  send  to  whomsoever  they  pleased  for  assist- 
ance. So  they  immediately  sent  to  the  Israelites,  city  by 
city,  and  informed  them  what  Nahasli  had  threatened  to  do 
to  them,  arid  whiU  great  distress  they  were  in.  Now  tlic 
people  fell  into  tears  and  grief,  at  the  hearing  of  what  the 
ambajisadors  from  Jabesh  said,  and  the  terror  they  were  ia 
permitted  them  to  do  nothing  more.  But  when  the  mes* 
sengers  were  come  to  the  city  of  king  Saul,  and  declared 
the  dangers  in  which  the  inhabitants  of  Jabesh  were,  the 
people  were  in  the  same  affliction  as  those  in  the  othei 
cities,  for  they  lamented  the  calamity  of  those  related  to 
them.  And  when  Said  was  returned  from  his  husbandrj 
into  the  city,  he  found  his  fellow-citizens  weeping;  and 
when,  upon  inquiry,  he  had  learned  the  cause  of  the  confu- 
sion and  sadness  they  were  in,  he  was  seized  with  a  divine 
fury,  and  sent  away  the  ambassadors  from  the  inhabitants  of 
Jabesh,  and  promised  them  to  come  to  their  assistance  on 
the  third  day,  and  to  beat  their  enemies  before  sun-risingr 
that  the  sun  upon  its  rising  might  see  that  they  had  already 
conquered,  and  were  freed  from  the  fears  they  were  under: 
but  he  bid  some  of  them  stay  to  conduct  them  the  right  wiy 
to  Jabesh. 

3.  So  being  desirous  to  turn  the  people  to  thin  mr 
aganist  the  Ammonites  by  fear  of  the  losses  they  shouU 
otherwise  undergo,  and  that  they  might  the  more  suddenlf 
be  gathered  together,  he  cut  the  sinews  of  his  oxen,  and 
threatened  to  do  the  same  to  all  such  as  did  not  come  with 
their  armour  to  Jordan  the  next  day,  and  follow  him  anJ 


CHAF,  vO    ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS,  329 

Sasmel  the  prophet  whithersoever  they  should  lead  thenu 
So  they  came  together,  out  of  fear  of  the  losses  they  were 
jhrealened  with,  at  the  appointed  tiJiie,  And  the  multitude 
ere  numbered  at  the  city  Bezek.  And  he  found  the  nura- 
^r  of  those  that  were  gathered  together,  besides  that  of  the 
ibe  of  Judah,  to  be  seven  hundred  thousand^  while  those 
that  tribe  were  fieventy  thousand.  So  he  passed  over 
»rdan,  and  proceeded  in  marching  all  that  night,  thirty 
rlongs,  and  came  to  Jabesh  before  sun-rising.  So  he  di- 
led  the  army  into  three  companies  :  and  fell  upon  their 
lies  on  every  side  on  the  sudden,  and  when  they  ex- 
no  such  thing  :  and  joining  battle  with  them,  they 
a  great  many  of  the  Ammonites,  as  also  tlxeir  king 
ihash.  This  glorious  action  was  done  by  Saul,  and  was 
ited  with  great  commendation  of  him  to  all  the  Hebrews  ; 
nd  he  thence  gained  a  wonderful  reputation  for  his  valour; 
for  altliough  there  were  some  of  them  that  contemned  him 
before,  they  now  changed  tlieir  minds,  and  honoured  him, 
and  esteemed  him,  as  the  best  of  men  :  for  he  did  not  con- 
tent himself  with  having  saved  the  inhabitants  of  Jabesh 
Jplvt  but  he  made  an  expedition  into  the  country  of  the 
■jmrnonites  and  laid  it  all  waste,  and  took  a  large  prey,  and 
•o  returned  to  his  own  country  most  gloriously  t  so  the  peo- 
ple were  greatly  pleased  at  these  excellent  performances  of 
Saurs,  and  rejoiced  that  they  had  constituted  him  tlieir 
king.  They  also  made  a  clamour  against  those  that  pre- 
tended he  would  be  of  no  advantage  to  their  affairs  ;  and 
they  said,  Where  now  are  these  men?  let  them  be  brought 
to  punishment,  with  all  the  like  things  that  multitudes  do 
usually  say,  when  they  are  elevated  with  prosperity,  against 
those  that  lately  had  despised  the  autliors  of  it.  But  Saul, 
"lough  he  took  the  good-will  and  the  affection  of  these 
tn  very  kindly,  yet  did  he  swear  that  he  would  not  see 
^y  of  his  countrymen  slain  that  day,  since  it  was  absurd  to 
this  victory,  which  God  had  given  them,  with  the  blood 
slaugliter  of  those  that  were  of  the  same  image  with 
elves ;  and  that  it  was  more  agreeable  to  be  men  of  a 
lly  disposition,  and  so  to  betake  themselves  to  feasting. 
And  when  Samuel  had  told  them  that  he  ought  to  con- 
|rm  the  kingdom  to  Saul  by  a  second  ordination  c^f  him, 
?y  all  came  together  to  the  city  Gilgal,  for  thither  did  he 
imand  them  to  come.  So  the  prophet  anointed  Saul  with 
holy  oil,  in  the  sight  of  the  multitude*  and  declared  liim 
I  be  king  the  second  time :  and  so  the  government  of  the 

Bbrews  was  changed  into  a  regal  government:  for  in  the 

dl^«  of  Moses,  and  his  disciple  Joshua,  who  was  their  gene- 

contiTiued  under  an  aristocracy,  but  after  the  death 

ears  in  all,  the  multitude  had  no 
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settled  form  of  government,  but  were  in  an  anarchy  :  aAer 
which  they  returned  to  their  former  government,  they  theii 
permitting  themselves  to  be  judged  by  him  who  appeared  tn 
be  the  best  war  nor,  and  most  courageous,  whence  it  was 
that  they  called  this  niter val  of  their  government  The 
Judges. 

5.  Then  did  Samuel  the  prophet  call  another  assemble 
also,  and  said  to  them,  "  1  solemnly  adjure  you  by  God  Al- 
mighty, who  brought  those  excellent  brethren,  I  mean 
Moses  and  Aaron,  into  the  world,  and  delivered  our  fathen 
from  the  Egyptians,  and  from  the  slavery  they  endured 
under  them,  that  you  will  not  speak  what  you  say  to  gratify 
me,  nor  suppress  any  thing  out  of  fear  of  me,  nor  be  o▼€^ 
borne  by  any  other  passion,  but  say,  what  have  I  ever  done 
that  was  cruel  or  unjust ;  or  what  have  I  done  out  of  lucre 
or  covetousneas,  or  to  gratify  others  ?  Bear  wit^  in«t 
me,  if  I  have  taken  an  ox  or  a  sheep,  or  any  iiigi 
which  yet  when  they  are  taken  to  support  meiij  it  is  esteemed 
blameless  ;  or  have  I  taken  an  ass  ibr  mine  own  use  of  any 
one  to  his  grief?  Lay  some  one  such  crime  to  my  charge, 
now  we  are  in  your  krng\s  presence/'  But  they  cried  out, 
that  no  such  thing  had  been  done  by  hrm.  but  that  he  had 
presided  over  the  nation  after  a  holy  and  ritrhteous  manner, 

6.  Hereupon  Samoel,  when  such  a  testimony  had  been 
given  him  by  them  all,  said  "  Since  you  grant  that  you  are 
not  able  to  lay  any  ill  thing  to  my  charge  hitherto,  come  on 
noWy  and  do  you  hearken  while  I  speak  with  great  freedoiit 
to  you.  You  have  been  guilty  of  great  impiety  against 
God,  in  asking  you  a  king.  It  behoves  you  to  remember, 
that  our  grandfather  Jacob  came  down  into  Egypt  by  reason 
of  a  famine  with  seventy  soids  only  of  our  family,  and  that 
their  posterity  multiplied  there  to  many  ten  thousands, 
whom  the  Egyptians  brought  into  slavery  and  hard  oppret- 
aion  ;  that  God  himself,  upon  the  prayers  of  our  fatherai 
sent  Moses  and  Aaron^  who  were  brethren,  and  gave  them 
power  to  deliver  the  multitude  out  of  their  distress,  and  thfe 
without  a  king.  These  brought  us  into  this  very  land  which 
you  now  possess  :  and  when  you  enjoyed  these  advantage* 
from  God,  you  betrayed  his  worship  and  religion ;  nay, 
moreover,  when  you  were  brought  under  the  hands  of  youf 
enemies,  he  delivered  you,  first  by  rendering  you  superior  to 
the  Assyrians  and  their  forces,  he  then  made  you  to  ove^ 
come  the  Ammonites  and  Moabites,  and  last  of  all  the  Phi- 
listines :  and  these  things  have  been  achieved  under  tli^ 
conduct  of  Jephtha  and  Gideon*     What  madness  therefore 

E)ssessed  you  to  fly  from  God,  and  to  desire  to  be  under  a 
ng  ?  yet  have  I  ordained  him  for  king  whom  he  chose  for 
JFOU.     However,  that  I  may  make  it  plain  to  you,  that  God 
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k  angry  and  displeased  at  yourclioiceof  kingly  government, 
I  will  so  dispose  him  that  he  shall  declare  this  very  plainly 
to  you  by  strange  signals ;  for  what  none  of  you  ever  saw 
here  before,  1  mean  a  winter  storm  in  the  midst  of  harvest  ^ 
I  \¥ill  entreat  of  God,  and  will  make  it  visible  to  you/* 
Now,  as  soon  as  he  had  said  this,  God  gave  such  great  sig- 
nals by  thunder  and  lightning,  and  the  descent  of  hail,  as 
attested  the  truth  of  all  that  the  prophet  had  said,  insomuch 
that  they  were  auTassed  and  terrified*  and  confessed  they  had 
sinned,  and  had  fallen  into  the  shi  through  ignorance;  and 
besought  the  prophet,  as  one  that  was  a  tender  and  gentle 
father  to  them,  to  render  God  so  merciful  as  to  forgive  this 
their  sin,  which  they  had  added  to  those  other  offences 
whereby  they  had  affronted  him  and  transgressed  against 
him.  80  he  promised  them  that  lie  would  beseech  God,  and 
persuade  him  to  forgive  them  their  sins.  However,  he  ad- 
vised them  to  be  righteous,  and  to  be  good,  and  ever  to  re- 
member the  miseries  that  had  befallen  them  on  account  of 
their  departure  from  virtue  ;  as  also  to  remember  the 
strange  signs  God  had  showed  them,  and  the  body  of  laws 
that  Moses  had  given  them,  if  they  had  any  desire  of  being 
preserved  and  made  happy  with  their  king.  But  he  said, 
that  if  they  should  grow  careless  of  these  things,  great 
judgments  woidd  come  from  God  upon  them,  and  upon 
their  king.  And  when  Samuel  had  thus  prophesied  to  the 
Hebrews,  he  dismissed  them  to  their  own  homes,  having 
confirmed  the  kingdom  to  Saul  the  second  time. 


CHAPTER  VL 

►  How  the  Philhtrnes  made  another  expedition  against  the 
Hebrews,  ami  were  beaten, 

§  1,  Now  Saul  chose  out  of  the  multitude  about  three  thou* 
sand  men,  and  he  took  two  thousand  of  them  to  be  the 
guards  of  his  own  body,  and  abode  in  the  city  Bethel,  but 
he  gave  the  rest  of  them  to  Jonathan  his  son  to  be  the  guards 
of  his  body  ;  and  sent  them  to  Gibeah,  where  be  besieged  and 
took  a  certain  garrison  of  the  Philistines,  not  far  from  Gilgal, 
for  the  Philistines  of  Gibeah  had  beaten  the  Jews,  and 
taken  their  weapons  away,  and  had  put  garrisons  into  the 
strongest  places  of  the  country,  and  had  forbidden  them  to 


k  Mr.  Heltnd  obeervesh^re,  and  proves  elsewhere  in  his  note  om  Anitq.  B.  III. 
eh.  L  ^  6.,  ihat  althougli  thunder  aad  lightning  with  us  ufually  hmppen  id  tantiiMT, 
j9l  in  Palestine  and  Syria  they  are  chtetiy  confined  to  wioier.  Josepbus  takm 
iifrtkt  of  the  tame  thin^  a^airt.  Of  the  War,  B.  J  V.  chap.  iv.  $  5. 
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carry  any  instrument  of  iron,  or  at  all  to  make  use  of  any  htm 
in  any  case  whatsoever*  And  on  account  of  this  prohibitioti 
It  was,  that  the  husbandmen,  if  they  had  occafeion  to  sharpen 
any  of  their  tools,  whether  it  were  the  coulter  or  the  eipiidei 
or  any  instrument  of  husbandry,  they  came  to  the  PhUisiitiee 
to  do  it.  Now  as  soon  as  the  Philistines  heard  of  thi« 
slaughter  of  their  garrison,  they  were  in  rage  about  it^  and 
looking  on  this  contempt  as  a  terrible  affront  offered  tben^ 
they  made  war  against  the  Jews,  with  three  hundred  thoa- 
satul  footmen,  and  thirty  thousand  chariots,  and  six  thou- 
sand horses;  and  they  pitched  their  camp  at  the  city  ]\Iicfa- 
mash.  When  Saul,  the  king  of  the  Hebrews,  was  informed 
of  this,  he  went  down  to  the  city  Gilgal,  and  made  procli* 
mation  over  all  the  country,  that  they  should  try  to  regain 
their  liberty ;  and  called  them  to  the  war  against  the  Plulift- 
tines,  diminishing  their  forces,  and  despising  them  as  not 
very  considerable,  and  as  not  so  great  but  thev  might  haseurd 
a  battle  with  them.  But  when  the  people  about  Saul 
observed  how  numerous  the  Philistines  were,  they  were 
tinder  a  great  consternation ;  and  some  of  them  bid  them- 
selves in  caves,  and  in  dens  under  ground,  hut  the  greater 
part  fled  into  the  land  beyond  Jordan,  which  belonged  to 
Gad  and  Reuheh 

2.  But  Saul  sent  to  the  prophet,  and  called  him  to  consult 
with  liiin  about  the  w^ar^  and  the  public  affairs :  so  he  com* 
manded  him  to  stay  there  for  him,  and  to  prepare  sacrifices, 
for  he  would  come  to  him  within  seven  days,  that  thej  mighl 
offer  sacrifices  on  the  seventh  day,  and  might  then  join 
battle  with  their  enemies.     So  he  waited*,  as  the  prophet 


*  Saul  «eem»  to  have  slaid  till  near  the  time  of  the  evening  sacrifice*  era  tlte 
seveolli  day,  which  Samuel  the  prophet  of  God  had  appointed  htm,  but  not  lift  iM  ^ 
eod  of  that  da^,  as  he  oudil  to  liave  done;  and  Samuel  appears,  by  detayisg  to 
come  to  the  full  time  of  the  evenlDg  sacrifice  on  that  seventh  day,  to  have  uM 
him,  (who  seems  to  hove  been  already  for  &ome  time  declining  from  his  strict  ud 
bounden  subordination  to  God  and  bis  prophet ;  to  have  taken  life-gtjardii  for  \ktm- 
solf  and  hi*  rod,  which  was  entirely  a  new  thing  in  Israel,  and  savoured  of  a  di** 
trust  of  God's  providence ;  and  to  have  affected  more  than  he  ought,  that  iodepCA- 
deni  authority  which  the  pagan  l«ings  took  to  IhcmBelves)  ;  Samuel,  1  m,  tm 
to  have  here  tried  Saul,  whether  be  would  atay  till  the  priest  came,  irbo  ilfl. 
could  lawfully  offer  the  sacrifices,  nor  would  boldly  and  profanely  usurp  the  priiil^ 
office,  which  he  venturing  upon,  was  justly  rejected  for  liis  profanenei^s^  See  Ckti* 
stit.  Apost.  B.  II.  ch.  xxvii.  And,  indeed,  since  Saul  bad  accepted  kinsly  pMNTi 
which  naturally  become  uogoverDahle  and  tyrannical,  aa  (jod  foretold.  «iid  ill 
e&periepcc  of  all  agci  has  ahown,  the  divine  settlement  by  Moses  had  sooo  hUfl 
laid  a«ide  under  the  kings,  had  not  God,  by  keeping  strictly  to  his  1awi>  mwAm^ 
verely  executing  the  ihreatenings  therein  contained,  restrained  Saul  nr.H  otKor  kiqfi 
in  tome  degree  of  obedience  to  hinijietf :  nor  waji  even  this  severity  o  rt> 

strain  most  of  the  fnlure  kings  of  Israel  and  Judah  from  the  gro*-  ,  loi 

impiety.  Of  the  advantage  of  wivich  elrictoess,  in  the  observing  diviati  lai*»,  tn^ 
inQicling  their  threatened  penalties,  see  Antiq.  B.  VL  ch.  xii.  4  7,  and  Contri 
Apion.  B.  11.  ^  30.  where  Jotephus  speaka  of  that  matter;  (hough  it  maa(b( 
noted  that  it  seems,  at  least  in  three  losuncet,  that  good  men  did  not  alwaytin* 
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nt  to  him  to  do;  yet  did  not  he  however  observe  the  com* 
that  was  given  him,  but  when  he  saw  that  the  prophet 
Tried  longer  than  he  expected,  and  that  he  was  deserted 
y  the  soldiers,  he  took  the  sacrihces  and  offered  them; 
when  he  heard  that  Samuel  was  come,  he  went  out 
to  meet  him*  But  the  prophet  said  he  had  not  done  well 
in  disobeying  the  injunctions  he  had  sent  him,  and  had  not 
staid  till  his  coming,  which  being  appointed  according  to  the 
will  of  God»  he  had  prevented  him  in  ofteringup  those  prayers, 
and  those  sacrifices,  that  he  shoiild  have  made  for  the  nnil- 
itude,  and  that  he  therefore  had  performed  divine  offices  in 
ill  manner,  and  had  been  rash  in  performing  them. 
ereupon  Haul  made  an  apology  for  himself ^  and  said, 
**  that  lie  had  waited  as  many  days  as  Samuel  had  appointed 
bun;  that  he  had  been  so  quick  in  offering  his  sacrifices, 
upon  account  of  the  necessity  he  was  in,  and  because  his 
soldiers  were  departing  from  hinij  out  of  their  fear  of  the 
eneoiyV  camp  at  Mich  mash,  the  report  being  gone  abroad 
that  they  were  coming  down  upon  him  to  Gilgal.'*  To 
which  Samuel  replied,  **  Nay,  certainly,  if  thou  hadst  been 
a  righteous  man"*,  and  hadst  not  disobeyed  me,  nor  slighted 
the  commands  which  God  suggested  to  me  concerning  the 
present  state  of  affairs,  and  hadst  not  acted  more  hastily 
dm  the  present  circumstances  required,  thou  wouUlest  have 
been  pentiitted  to  reign  a  long  time,  and  thy  posterity  after 
So  Samuel  being  grieved  at  what  happened,  re- 
lied home ;  but  Saul  came  to  the  city  Gibeah,  with  his 
n  Jonathan^  having  only  six  hundred  men  with  him  ;  and 
of  these  the  greater  part  had  no  weapons,  because  of  the 
scarcity  of  iron  in  that  country,  as  well  as  of  tliose  that 
could  make  such  weapons;  for,  as  we  showed  a  little  before, 
the  Philistines  had  not  suffered  them  to  have  such  iron,  or 
workmen.   Now  the  Philistines  divided  their  army  into 


M\j  approve  of^ucK  dtviDe  severity.    There  seems  to  be  one  instance^  1  Sam. 
19,  ^i  atiotbcr,  1  Sam,  iv.  11;  and  a  third,  2  Sam.  vi.  8,  9;  Anliq.  B,  VL  ch. 
i2i  though  they  all  at  lait  acquiesced  in  the  divine  conduct,  as  knowiog  that 
od  is  wtvsr  than  men. 

Hy  this  ao&wer  of  Samuel,  tnd  Ihat  Trom  a  diviuo  commtBsioti,  which  is  fuller 
in  I  sim,  xiii.  H*  aud  by  that  parallel  note  id  the  Apostolical  Coastitutioui  just 
now  quoted  I  concerning:  the  great  wickedness  of  Saul  in  vcDluring,  even  under  a 
Mtmtog  oeccuity  of  aflaira,  to  usurp  the  prie»t'&  oHice,  and  offer  &acri6ce  without 
ilic  pri«st,  we  are,  io  lome  degree,  able  to  answer  that  c^uestion  which  1  have  ever 
tbo«fl»l  a  very  hard  one,  vii.  Wheiher,  if  there  were  a  city  or  coumry  of  lay  Chris- 
without  any  clergyman,  it  were  lawful  for  the  laity  alone  to  baptiie,  or  celc' 
the  eticharist,  Ate,  or  indeed  whether  they  alone  couU  ordam  themselfe* 
bkbope^  pfiesti,  or  deacons,  for  the  due  perfbrmance  of  such  sacerdotal  mi* 
*0D  ;  or  whether  they  ought  not  rather«  till  they  procure  clergymen  to  come 
th«m,  to  confioe  themselves  witbin  those  bounds  of  piety  and  Christianity, 
belong  alone  to  the  laity  ;  such  partictjiarly  as  are  recommended  in  the  6nit 
I  the  ApostoHcal  Comtitutions.  which  peculiarly  concern  the  laity,  and  are 
lotimat^d  in  Cirmcnt'i  undoubted  epislle,  i  40.    To  which  latter  opinion  I  incline. 
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three  companies,  and  took  as  noany  roads,  and  laid  waste  the 
country  of  the  Hebrews,  while  king  Saul  and  his  son  Jona- 
than saw  what  was  done,  but  were  not  able  to  dcfeml  ihe 
land,  as  no  more  than  six  hundred  men  were  with  theou. 
But  as  he,  and  his  son,  and  Ahiah  the  high-priest,  who  was- 
of  the  posterity  of  Eli  the  high-priest,  were  sitting  uport  a 
pretty  high  hill,  and  seing  the  land  laid  waste,  they  were 
tnighlUy  disturbed  at  it.  Now  Saul's  son  agreed  with  bis 
armour  bearer,  that  they  would  go  privately  to  the  enemy  s 
camp,  and  make  a  tumult  and  a  disturbance  among  them. 
And  when  the  armour-bearer  had  readily  promised  to  fatloir 
him  whithersoever  he  should  lead  him,  though  he  should  be 
obliged  to  die  in  the  attempt;  Jonathan  made  use  of  the 
young  man's  assistance,  and  descended  from  the  hill,  and 
went  to  their  enemies.  Now  the  enemy*s  camp  was  unona 
precipice,  which  had  three  tops,  that  ended  in  a  small  but 
sharp  and  Itjug  extremity,  while  there  was  a  rock  that  lur- 
rounded  them,  like  lines  made  to  prevent  the  attacks  of  m 
enemy.  There  it  so  happened,  that  the  out-guards  of  tlie 
camp  were  neglected,  because  of  the  security  that  here  arose 
from  tlie  situation  of  the  place,  and  because  they  thought  it 
altogether  impossible,  not  only  to  ascend  up  to  the  camp  oil 
that  quarter,  but  so  much  as  to  come  near  it.  As  soon 
therefore  as  they  came  to  the  camp,  Jonathan  encouraged 
his  armour-bearer,  and  said  to  him,  **  I^et  us  attack  our 
enemies  :  and  if  when  they  see  us  they  bid  us  come  up  la 
them,  take  that  for  a  signal  of  victory ;  but  if  they  say  no- 
thing, as  not  intending  to  invite  us  to  come  up,  let  us  return 
back  again.'*  So  w^hen  they  were  approaching  to  the  enemy *8 
camp,  just  after  break  of  day,  and  the  Philistines  Baw  them, 
they  said  one  to  another,  **  The  Hebrews  come  out  of  their 
dens  and  caves  :**  and  they  said  to  Jonathan  and  to  hii 
armour-bearer,  **  Come  on,  ascend  up  to  us,  that  we  may  in- 
flict a  just  punishment  upon  you,  for  your  rash  attempt  upon 
us.'*  So  Saul's  son  accepted  of  that  invitation,  as  what  sig* 
nified  to  him  victory,  and  he  immediately  came  out  of  the 
place  whence  they  were  seen  by  their  enemies :  so  he 
changed  his  place,  and  came  to  the  rock  which  had  none  in 
guard  it,  because  of  its  own  strength  ;  from  thence  thff 
crept  up  with  great  labour  and  difficulty,  and  so  far  over 
came  by  force  the  nature  of  the  place,  till  they  were  able  to 
fight  with  their  enemies.  So  they  fell  upon  them  aF  thejr 
were  asleep,  and  slew  about  twenty  of  them,  and  thereby 
filled  them  with  disorder  and  surprise,  insomuch  that  sotnc 
of  them  threw  away  their  entire  armour  and  fled  ;  but  the 
greatest  part  not  knowing  one  another,  because  they  were 
of  diflferent  nations,  suspected  one  anotlier  to  be  enemies 
(for  they  did  not  imagine  there  were  only  two  of  the  He- 


iF.  VI,]    ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS.  3S5 

brews  that  came  up),  and  so  they  fought  one  against  an- 
other; and  some  of  them  died  in  the  battle,  and  some»  aa 

[ibey  were  flying  away,  were  thrown  down  from  the  rock 
'headlong. 

3.  Now  SauFs  watchman  told  the  king,  that  the  camp  of 
the  Philistines  was  in  confusion;  then  he  inquired  whr?ther 

,mny  body  was  gone  away  from  the  aimy;  and  xvhen  he  heard 
liat  his  son,  and  with  him  his  armour-bearer,  were  absent,  he 
bid  the  high-priest  take  the  garments  of  his  hi^h-priesthood, 
[id  prophesy  to  him  what  success  they  should  have;  who 
lid,  **  that  they  should  get  the  victory,  and  prevail  against 
iieir  enemies/*  So  he  went  out  after  ihe  Philistines,  and 
set  upon  them  as  they  were  slaying  one  another*     Those 

^also  came  running  to  him,  w^ho  had  fled  to  dens  and  caves, 
(ipon    hearing    that    Saul   was   gaining   a    victory.     When 
Tierefore  the  number  of  the  Hebrews   that  came  to  Saul 
nounted  to  about  ten  thousand^  he  pui'sucd  the  enemy, 

'who  were  scattered  all  over  the  country;  but  then  he  fell 
into  an  action,  which  was  a  very  unhappy  one,  and  liable  to 
be   very  much   blamed  ;  for  whether  out  of  ignorance,  or 

J  whether  out  of  joy  for  a  victory  gained  so  strangely  (for  it 
T'equently  happens,  that  persons  so  fortunate  are  not  then 

lUile  to  use  their  reason  consistently),  as  he  was  desirous  to 
•Tenge  himself,  and  to  exact  a  due  punishment  of  the  Phi- 
he  denounced"*  a  curse  upon  the  Hebrews,  **  that  if 
put  a  stop  to  his  slaughter  of  the  enemy,  and  fell  on 
eating,  and  left  off  the  slaughter  or  the  pursuit  before  the 
Plight  came  on,  and  obliged  them  so  to  do,  be  should  be  ac- 
irsed/*     Now  after  Saul  had  denounced  this  curse,  since 

^tliey  were  now  in  a  wood  belonging  to  the  tribe  of  Ephraim, 
wbich  was  thick  and  full  of  bees,  Saul's  son,  who  did  not 
hear  bis  father  denounce  that  curse,  nor  hear  of  the  appro- 
baiion  the  multitude  gave  to  it,  broke  ofl:^a  piece  of  a  honey- 
oomb,  and  ate  part  of  it  But,  in  the  mean  time,  he  was  in- 
fonned  with  what  a  curse  his  father  had  forbidden  them  to 
taste  any  thing  before  sun-setting  :  so  he  left  off' eating,  and 
said,  •*  f  lis  father  had  not  done  well  in  this  prohibition,  be- 
cause, had  they  taken  some  food,  they  bad  pursued  the 
CJiemy  with  greater  vigour  and  alacrity,  and  bad  both  taken 
and  slain  many  more  of  their  enemies." 


■  Thii  fuh  vow  or  curie  of  Saul,  wliich  Jo«ephus  says  was  con  finned  by  the 
Mopte^  and  ^et  not  executed,  I  suppote  principally,  because  Jonathan  did  not 
tM»w  uf  it,  i«  very  remarkable  ^  it  being  of  the  essence  of  the  obligmtion  of  all 
U»^  that  ibey  be  sufHcientJy  known  and  promulgated,  olhomise  ibe  conduct  of 
PfOTitlcmcef  as  to  the  tacredness  of  solemn  oaths  and  vows,  in  God*s  refusing  to 
mmwtt  bv  l^nro,  till  this  breach  of  Saul's  vow  or  curse  was  understood^  and  set 
ffi^y.  and  God  propitiated  by  public  prayer,  ii  here  very  remarkablet  as  indeed  it 
if  cttryvhcre  e  Ue  in  the  Old  Tesument. 
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4,  When  therefore  they  had  slain  many  ten  thousands  of 
the  Philistines,  they  fell  upon  spoiling  the  cauip  of  the  Phi- 
listines, but  not  till  late  in  the  evening.  They  aUu  toak  a 
great  deal  of  prey  and  cattle,  and  killed  them,  and  a^  '  i 
with  their  blood*     Tliis  was  told  to  the  king  by  tlie 

that  the  multitude  were  sinning  against  God,  as  they  sacri*. 
ficed,  and  were  eating  before  the  blood  was  well  waj»bed 
away,  and  the  flesh  was  made  clean.  Then  did  Saul  give 
order  that  a  great  stone  should  be  rolled  into  tlie  midst  uf 
them,  and  he  made  proclamution  that  they  should  kill  their 
sacrifices  upon  it,  and  not  feed  upmi  the  flesh  with  tbe  blood, 
for  that  was  not  acceptable  to  God,  And  when  all  the  peo- 
ple did  as  the  king  commanded  them,  Saul  erected  an  allar 
there,  and  offered  burnt-offerings  upon  it  to  God  \  Thk 
was  the  first  altar  that  Saul  built. 

5,  So  when  Saul  was  desirous  of  leading  his  men  to  tbt 
enemy's  camp  before  it  was  day,  in  order  to  plunder  it,  and 
when  the  soldiers  were  not  unwilling  to  follow  him,  but  lo* 
deed  showed  great  readiness  to  do  as  he  commanded  thei«, 
the  king  called  Aliitub  the  high-priest,  and  enjoined  him  to 
know  of  God,  whether  he  would  grant  him  the  favour  and 
permission  to  go  against  the  enemy's  camp,  in  order  to 
destroy  those  that  were  in  it.  And  when  the  priest  'saii 
that  God  did  not  give  any  answer  :  **  And  not  without  some 
cause,'*  said  Saul,  *'  does  God  refuse  to  answer  what  we  in- 
quire of  him,  while  yet  a  little  while  ago  he  declared  to  us 
all  that  we  desired  beforehand,  and  even  prevented  us  in  his 
answer.  To  l>e  sure,  there  is  some  sin  against  him  that  is 
concealed  from  us,  which  is  the  occasion  of  his  silence. 
Now  I  swear  by  him  himself,  that  though  he  that  hath  com* 
mitted  this  sin  should  prove  to  be  my  own  son  Jonathan,  I 
will  slay  him,  and  by  that  means  will  appease  the  anger  of 
God  against  us,  and  that  hi  the  very  same  manner  as  if  I 
were  to  punish  a  stranger,  and  one  not  at  all  related  to  iii«i 
for  the  same  offence.**  So  when  the  multitude  cried  out  to 
him  so  to  do,  he  presently  set  all  the  rest  on  one  side,  and 
he  and  his  son  stood  on  the  other  side,  and  he  sought  to 
discover  the  offender  by  lot.  Now  the  lot  appeared  to  fall 
upon  Jonathan  himself.  So  when  he  was  asked  by  lii* 
father  what  sin  he  had  been  guilty  of;  and  what  he  ^^ 
conscious  of  in  the  course  of  his  life  that  might  be  esteemed 
instances  of  guilt  or  profaneness  ;  his  answer  was  this,  *"0 


"  Here  we  have  atill  mm*  indications  of  Sftul'i  affectutioa  of  despotic 
and  of  his  entrenching  upon  the  priesthood^  and  making  and  endeavouriag  tio  rtf* 
cute  a  ra«h  vow  or  curse  without  consulting  Samuel,  or  tbe  sanheJiini.  In  tl<» 
view  it  is.  alto  that  I  look  ij|>on  this  erection  of  a  oew  attar  bj  Saut,  anil  his  oienfl| 
of  burn U offerings  liimseU  upon  it»  and  not  ai  any  proper  instance  of  devotion  or  rt- 
ligion,  with  other  com  men  I  a  tors. 
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fetlier,  I  have  clone  nothing  more  than  that  yesterday,  with- 
out knowing  of  the  curse  and  oath  thou  hadst  denounced, 
while  I  was  in  pursuit  of  the  enemy,  I  tasted  of  a  honey- 
comh."  But  Saul  sware  that  he  would  slay  him,  and  prefer 
the  observation  of  his  oath  before  all  the  ties  of  birth  and 
of  nature.  And  Jonathan  was  not  dismayed  at  this  threat- 
ening of  death,  but  oftering  himself  to  it  generously,  and  un- 
dauntedly, he  said,  **Nor  do  I  desire  you,  father,  to  spare 
me :  death  will  be  to  me  very  acceptable,  when  it  proceeds 
from  thy  piety,  and  after  a  glorious  victory  ;  for  it  is  the 
greatest  consolation  to  me,  that  I  leave  the  Hebrews  victo- 
rious over  the  Phitislines."  Hereupon  all  the  people  were 
very  sorry,  and  greatly  afflicted  for  Jonathan,  and  they 
sware  that  they  would  not  overlook  Jonathan,  and  see  him 
die,  who  was  the  author  of  their  victory.  By  which  means 
they  snatched  him  out  of  the  danger  he  was  in  from  his 
father*8  curse,  while  they  made  their  prayers  to  God  alan 
for  the  young  man,  that  he  would  remit  his  sin. 

6-  So  Saul  having  slain  about  sixty  thousand  of  the 
enemy,  returned  home  to  his  own  city,  and  reigned  happily: 
and  he  also  fought  against  the  neighbouring  nations,  and 
subdued  the  Ammonites,  and  JMoabites,  and  Philistines,  and 
Edomites,  and  Amalekites,  as  also  the  king  of  Zobah.  He 
had  three  male  children,  Jonathan,  and  Isui,  and  Melchi- 
shua  ;  wnth  Merab  and  Michal  his  daughters.  He  had  also 
Abner,  his  uncle's  son,  for  the  captain  of  his  host :  that 
uncle's  name  was  Ner.  Now  Ner,  and  Kish  the  father  of 
Saul,  were  brothers.  Saul  had  also  a  great  many  chariots 
and  horsemen :  against  whomsoever  he  made  war  he  re- 
turned conqueror,  and  advanced  the  affairs  of  the  Hebrews 
to  a  great  degree  of  success  and  prosperity,  and  made  them 
superior  to  other  nations :  and  he  made  such  of  the  young 

^H       men  that  were  remarkable  for  tallness  and  comeliness,  the 

^V       miai'ds  of  his  body. 

■       111, 


CHAPTER  VIL 


Safffs  war  ivith  the  AmaleHies,  and  conquest  of  them. 

§  1.  Now^  Samuel  came  unto  Saul,  and  said  to  him,  that  he 
was  sent  by  God  to  put  him  in  mind  that  God  had  preferred 
Iiim  before  all  others,  and  ordained  him  king;  that  he  there- 
fore ought  to  be  obedient  to  him,  and  to  submit  to  his  autho- 
rity, as  considering,  tliat  though  he  had  the  dominion  over 
the  other  tribes,  yet  that  God  had  the  dominion  over  him, 
and  over  all  things*  That  accordingly  God  said  to  him. 
that  because  the  Anmlekites  did  the  Hebrews  a  great  deal 

VOL.  I,  z 
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of  mischief  while  they  were  in  the  wilderness,  and  when, 
upon  their  coming  out  of  Egypt,  they  were  making  their 
way  to  tliat  coimtrv  which  is  now  their  own,  I  enjoin  ihee  to 
punish  the  Amalekitcs,  by  making  war  against  them;  aod 
when  thou  hast  subdued  them,  to  leave  none  of  them  alive* 
but  to  pursue  them  through  every  age»  and  to  slay  theiiit 
beginning  with  the  women  and  the  infants,  and  to  require 
this  as  a  punishment  to  be  inflicted  upon  them  for  the  mis- 
chief they  did  to  our  forefathers.  To  spare  nothing,  neither 
asses  nor  other  beasts,  nor  to  reserve  any  of  them  for  your 
own  advantage  and  possession,  but  to  devote  them  universally 
to  God,  and,  in  obedience  to  the  commands  of  Moses,  la 
blot  out  the  name  of  Amalek  entirely  K'* 

i?.  So  Saul  promised  to  do  what  he  was  commanded  ;  and 
supposing  that  his  obedience  to  God  would  be  shown,  not 
only  in  making  war  against  the  Amalekites,  but  more  fully 
in  the  readiness  and  quickness  of  his  proceedings,  he  made 
no  delay,  but  immediately  gathered  together  all  his  forcea; 
and  when  he  had  numbered  them  in  Gilgal,  he  found  tliem 
to  be  about  four  hundred  thousand  of  the  Israelites,  besiilet 
the  tribe  of  Judah,  for  that  tribe  contained  by  itself  thirty 
thousand*     Accordingly  Saul  made  an  irruption  into  the 
country  of  the  Amalekites,  and  set  many  men  in  sevcraJ 
parties  in  ambush  at  the  river,  that  so  he  might  not  only  do 
them  a  mischief  by  open  fighting,  but  might  fall  upon  thera 
unexpectedly  in  the  ways,  and  might  thereby  compass  theiQ 
round  about,  and  kill  them.    And  when  he  bad  joined  battle 
with  the  enemy,  he  beat  them,  and  pursuing  them  as  they 
fled,  he  destroyed  them  all.     And  when  that  undertaking 
had  succeeded,  according  as  God  had  foretold,  he  .^. 
the  citiei*  of  the  Amalekites;  he  besieged  them,  ai 
them  by  force,  partly  by  warlike  machines,  partly  by  muie^ 
dug  under  ground,  and  partly  by  building  walls  on  the  out- 
sides.     Some  they  starved  out  with  famine,  and  some  they 
gained  by  other  methods;  and  after  all,  he  betook  himself  J 
to  elay  the  women  and  the  children,  and  thought  he  did  not  ■ 
act  therein  either  barbarously  or  inhumanly ;  first,  because  ^ 
they  were  enemies  whom  he  thus  treated,  and,  in  the  next 
place,  because  it  was  done  by  the  command  of  God^  whoio 
it  was  dangerous  not  to  obey.     He  also  took  Agag^  the     ' 
enemies'  king,  captive  ;    the  beauty  and  tallness  of  wboaf 
body  he  admired  so  much,  that  he  thought  bun  worthy  «f 

P  The  reason  of  this  severity  is  distinctly  given,  I  Sara,  xv*  16:  '*  Go,  %d 
utterly  destroy  the  ttDoert,  the  AmAlekttea  :*'  dot  indeeti  do  we  ev«r  tneet  niflk 
these  Amalekites  but  as  very  cruel  and  bloody  people,  eiid  purticukrly  B«eki^l» 
injure  and  utleily  lo  de&tioy  the  nation  of  Israel,  Kxod.  jtvii,  8 — 16;  j^orab.  liu 
45  ;  DcuL  XXV,  17—19  ;  Judg.  vi,  3,  6  ;  1  Sam.  xv.  33  ;  Pi*,  Uxxiii.  7  ;  ind  iboit 
itl.  the  TDOflt  barbarous  of  all  cruelties,  that  of  Haman  the  Agn^ie.  or  otie  of  Ae 
posterity  of  A^g,  the  old  king  of  the  Amalekiles*  Esth.  lii.  I  ~l5w 


jHAf.  vu.]    ANXrQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS.         339 

preservation :  yet  was  not  this  done  however  according  to 
Tie  will  of  God,  but  by  giving  way  to  human  piissions,  and 
iftering  himself  to  be  moved  with  an  unseasonable  com- 
niseration,  in  a  point  where  it  was  not  safe  for  him  to  in- 
dulge it;  for  God  hated  the  nation  of  the  Amalekites  to 
such  a  degree,  that  he  commanded  Saul  to  have  no  pity  on 
von  those  infants  which  we  by  nature  chiefly  compas- 
nonate;  but  Saul  preserved  their  king  and  governor  from 
lie  miseries  which  the  Hebrews  brought  on  the  people*  as 
'  he  preferred  the  fine  appearance  of  the  enemy  to  the 
memory  of  what  God  had  j>ent  htm  about.  The  multitude 
were  also  guilty,  together  with  Saul ;  for  they  spared  the 
herds  and  the  flocks,  and  took  them  for  a  prey,  when  God 
dd  commanded  they  should-  not  spare  them*  They  also 
irried  off  with  them  the  rest  of  their  wealth  and  riches, 
tit  if  there  were  any  thing  that  was  not  worthy  of  regard, 
bat  they  destroyed* 

S,  But  when  Saul  had  conquered  all  these  Amalekites 
It  reached  from  Pelusium  of  Egypt  to  the  Red  Sea,  he 
waste  all  the  rest  of  the  enemy's  country  :  but  for  the 
"nation  of  the  Shechemites,  he  did  not  touch  them,  although 
they  dwelt  in  the  very  middle  of  the  country  of  Midian  ;  for 
before  the  battle,  Saul  had  sent  to  them,  and  charged  them 
to  depart  thence,  lest  they  should  be  partakers  of  the 
miseries  of  the  Amalekites,  for  he  had  a  just  occasion  for 
aaviBg  them,  since  they  were  of  the  kindred  of  Raguel, 
Mo9es*8  father-in-law. 
4.  Hereupon  Saul  returned  home  with  joy.  for  the  glori- 
is  things  he  had  done,  and  for  the  conquest  of  his  enemies^ 
as  though  he  had  not  neglected  any  thing  which  the  pro- 
fiiet  had  enjoined  him  to  do,  when  he  was  going  to  make 
ir  with  the  Amalekites,  and  as  though  he  had  exactly  ob- 
trred  all  that  he  ought  to  have  done.  But  God  was 
leved  that  the  king  of  the  Amalekites  was  preserved  alive, 
ul  that  the  multitude  had  seized  on  the  cattle  for  a  prey, 
ecaui^e  these  things  were  done  without  his  permission ;  for 
he  thought  it  an  intolerable  thing,  that  they  should  conquer 
ltd  overcome  their  enennes  by  that  power  which  he  gave 
[•m,  and  then  that  he  himself  should  be  so  grossly  de- 
[ftised  and  disobeyed  by  them,  that  a  mere  man  that  was  a 
_  would  not  bear  it.  He  therefore  told  Samuel  the  pro- 
phet, that  he  repented  that  he  had  made  Saul  king,  while 
he  did  nothing  that  he  had  commanded  him,  but  indulged 
!  inclinations.     When  Samuel  heard  that,  be  was  in 

in;  and  began  to  beseech  God  all  that  night  to  be 
pconciled  to  Saul,  and  not  to  be  angry  with  him;  but  he 
Sd  nut  grant  that  forgiveness  to  Saul  which  the  prophet 
iked  for,  as  not  deeming  it  a  fit  thing  to  grant  forgiveness 
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of  [such]  sins  at  his  entreaties,  since  injuries  do  not  other- 
wise grow  so  great  as  by  the  easy  tempers  of  those  that  are 
injured  ;  for  while  they  hunt  after  the  glory  of  being  thought 
gentle  and  good-natured,  before  they  are  aware  they  pro- 
duce other  sins.     As  soon  therefore  as  God  had  rejected 
the  intercession  of  the  prophet,  and  it  plainly  appeared  he 
would  not  change  his  mind,  at  break  of  day  Samuel  came  to 
Saul  to  Gil  gal.     \\'hen   the  king  saw  him,  he  ran  to  him, 
and  embraced  him,  and  said,  **  1  return  thanks  to  God,  who 
hath  given  me  the  victory,  for  I  have  performed  every  thing 
that  he  hath  commanded  me/*     To  which  Samuel  replietJ, 
**  How  is  it  then  that  I  hear  the  bleating  of  the  sheep,  a«d 
the  lowing  of  the  greater  cattle,  in  the  camp?'*     Saul  miide 
answer,  that  "  the  people  had  reserved  them  for  sacrifices; 
but  that,  as  to  the  nation  of  the  Amalekites,  it  was  entirely 
destroyed,  as  he  had  received  it  in  command  to  see  done, 
and  that  no  one  man  was  left,  but  that  he  had  saved  alire 
the  king  alone,  and  brought  him  to  him,  concerning  whom 
he  said  they  would  advise  together  what  should  be  dow 
with  him."     But  the  prophet  said,  *'  God  is  not  delighted 
with  sacrifices,  but  with  good  and  wich  righteous  men,  who 
are  such  as  follow  his  will  and  his  laws,  and  never  think  tfait 
any  thing  is  well  done  by  them  but  when  they  do  it  as  God 
had  commanded  them:   that  he  then  looks  upon  himself  as 
affronted,  not  when  any  one  does  not  sacrifice,  but  when 
any  one  appears  to  be  disobedient  to  him.     But  that  from 
those  who  do  not  obey  him,  nor  pay  him  that  duty  which  it 
the  alone  true  and  acceptable  worship,  he  will  not  kindly  ac- 
cept their  oblations,  be  those  they  offer  never  so  many  and 
so  fat,  and  be  the  presents  they  make  him  never  so  orna* 
mental,  nay,  though  they  were  made  of  gold  and  silver  them-  j 
selves,  but  he  will  reject  them,  and  esteem  them  instanceiiof  ■ 
wickedness,  and  not  of  piety.     And  that  he  is  delighteii  ™ 
with  those  that  still  hear  in  mind  this  one  thing,  and  thi< 
only,  how  to  do  that  whatsoever  it  be,  which   God  pro-      , 
nouoces  or  commands  for  them  to  do,  and  to  choose  rather      , 
to  die  than  to  transgress  any  of  those  commands;  nor  doc* 
he  require  so  much  as  a  sacrifice  from  them.     And  when 
these  do  sacrifice,  though  it  be  a  mean  oblation,  he  better 
accepts  of  it  as  the  honour  of  poverty,  than  such  oblationi 
as   come   from    the   richest   men   that   offer  them  to  him. 
Wherefore  take  notice,  that  thou  art  uuder  the  wrath  of 
God,  for  thou  hast  despised  and  neglected  what  he  com* 
manded  thee.     How  dost  thou  then  suppose  that  he  will 
respect  a  sacrifice  out  of  such  things  as  he  hath  doomed  lo 
destruction  ?    unless  perhaps  thou  dost  imagine  that  i1  is 
almost  all  one  to  offer  it  in  sacrifice  to  God  as  to  destroy  it 
Do  thou  therefore  expect  tliat  thy  kingdom  will  be  taken 
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rom  thee,  and  that  authority  which  thou  hast  abused  by 
tich  insolent  behaviour,  as  to  neglect  that  God  who  be- 
lowed  it  upon  thee,"  Then  did  Saul  confess,  that  he  had 
cted  unjustly,  and  did  not  deny  that  he  had  sinned,  because 
lie  had  transgressed  the  injunctiona  of  the  prophet;  but  he 
ltd,  that  it  was  out  of  a  dread  and  fear  of  the  soldiers,  that 
did  not  prohibit  and  restrain  them  when  they  seized  on 
le  prey,  "But  forgive  me/*  said  he,  '*  and  be  merciful  to 
me,  for  I  %vill  be  cautious  how  I  ofteml  for  the  time  to 
^bme,**  He  also  entreated  the  prophet  to  go  back  with  him, 
[iat  he  might  offer  Ids  thank-ofterings  to  God ;  but  Samuel 
^ent  home,  because  he  saw  that  God  would  not  be  recon- 
iled  to  him, 
5,  But  then  Saul  was  so  desirous  to  retain  Samuel,  that 
took  hold  of  his  cloak,  and  because  the  vehemence  of 
ftmuel's  departure  made  the  motion  be  violent,  tlie  cloak 
ras  rent.  Upon  which  the  prophet  said,  that  after  the 
saoie  manner  should  the  kingdom  be  rent  from  him,  and 
that  a  good  and  a  just  man  should  take  it;  that  God  per- 
severed in  what  he  had  decreed  about  him;  that  to  be 
mutable  and  changeable  in  what  is  determined,  is  agreeable 
to  human  passions  only,  but  is  not  agreeable  to  the  divine 
power.  Hereupon  Saul  said,  that  he  had  been  wicked,  but 
that  what  was  done  could  not  be  undone:  he  therefore  de- 
sired him  to  honour  him  so  far,  that  the  multitude  might  see 
fiat  he  would  accompany  him  in  worshipping  God.  So 
amuel  granted  him  that  favour,  and  went  with  him  and 
orshipped  God.  Agag  also,  the  king  of  the  Amalekites, 
as  brought  to  him ;  and  when  the  king  asked,  How  bitter 
eath  was  ?  Samuel  said  :  **  As  thou  hast  made  many  of  the 
[ebrew  mothers  to  lament  and  bewail  their  children,  so 
i^tdi  thou,  by  thy  death,  cauise  thy  motlier  to  lament  iliee 
alfto/*  Accordingly  he  gave  order  to  slay  him  immediately 
al  Gilgal,  and  then  went  away  to  the  city  Ramah, 
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biw  upofi  Sfturjs  transgression  of  the  prophet's  commands^ 
Samticl  ordained  another  person  to  be  king  privately^  whose 
name  was  David,  as  God  commanded  him* 

f  1,  Now  Said  being  sensible  of  the  miserable  condition  he 
bad  brought  himself  into,  and  that  he  had  made  God  to  be 
bsi  enemy,  he  went  up  to  his  royal  palace  at  Gibeath,  which 
QiiBe  denotes  a  hill,  and  after  that  day  he  came  no  more  into 
the  prcs^ice  of  the  prophet.  And  when  Samuel  mourned 
for  him,  God  bid  him  leave  oft*  his  concern  for  him,  and  to 
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itk;f  cfae  holy  oil»  and  go  to  Bethlehem  to  Jesse,  the  son  of 
Oc^.  and  to  anoint  such  of  his  sons  as  he  should  show  him 
XY  cheir  future  king.     But  Samuel  said,  be  was  afraid  lest 
SauU  when  he  came  to  know  of  it,  should  kill  him,  either  by 
Mme   private  method   or  even  openly.     But  upon  God's 
suggesting  to  him  a  safe  way  of  going  thither,  he  came  to 
the  forementioned  city;  and  when  they  all  saluted  him, 
and  asked,  what  was  the  occasion  of  his  coming,  be  told 
them,  he  came  to  sacrifice  to  God.    When,  therefore,  he  had 
gotten  the  sacrifice  ready,  he  called  Jesse  and  his  sons  to 
partake  of  those  sacrifices ;  and  when  he  saw  his  eldest  ioa 
to  be  a  tall  and  handsome  man,  he  guessed  by  his  comelinen 
that  he  was  the  person  who  was  to  be  their  future  kiog. 
But  he  was  mistaken  in  judging  about  God's  providence; 
for  when   Samuel  inquired   of  God,  whether   he   shonld 
jiKum   this  youth,   whom   he  so  admired,  and   esteemed 
worthy  of  the  kingdom,  God  said,  ''Men  do  not  see  as  God 
seeih.     Thou  indeed  hast  respect  to  the  fine  appearance  of 
this  youth,  and  thence  esteemest  him  worthy  of  the  kingdon^ 
while  1  pro{^>se  the  kingdom  as  a  reward,  not  of  the  beauty 
ot  Nxiie5.  but  of  the  viitue  of  souls,  and  I  inquire  after  one 
that  is  pertvctiy  cxmeK  in  that  respect ;  I  mean  one  who  m 
S^ucitld  in  piety,  and  righteousness,  and  fortitude,  and 
oSNi>r?ve.  tor  in  th^n  consists  the  comeliness  of  the  sooL* 
Wbve  iivxt  Old  sAiil  this.  Samuel  bid  Jesse  to  show  him  all 
hh^  soe^     So  he  made  l^ye  others  of  his  sons  to  come  to 
hsst:   of  jlII  which   Eliab  was   the  eldest,  Aminadab  the 
s^xvtx!.  Sbammah  the  third,  Nathanael  the  fourth,  Rael  die 
r.^h.  and  Asam  the  sixth.     And  when  the  prophet  saw  thit 
tSrse  were  no  way  inferior  to  the  eldest  in  their  countenanoei, 
>v  iitquired  of  God,  which  of  them  it  was  whom  he  chose 
fv»r  ihoir  kini:.     And  when  GikI  said  it  was  none  of  them, 
he  askod  «losse.  whether  he  had  not  some  other  sons  besides 
thoso;  Aiul  IK  hen  he  said  that  he  had  one  more,  named 
Pa^uK  but  that  he  was  a  shepherd,  and  took  care  of  the 
rtvvk:?.  Sanuiol  bid  them  call  him  immediately,  for  that  til 
ho  x»as  oomo  thov  could  not  possibly  sit  down  to  the  feaet 
Now,  as  Sivn  as  his  tather  had  sent  for  David,  and  he  wn 
vvmo,  he  apix^ared  to  be  of  a  yellow  complexion,  of  a  sharp 
Slight,  and  a  oouH^ly  person  in'other  respects  also.     This  is 
ho.  said  Samuel  privately  to  himself,  whom  it  pleases  God 
to  iuako  our  kirc.     So  he  sat  down  to  the  feast,  and  placed 
cho  \ou:h  under  hinu  and  Jesse  also,  with  his  other  sons; 
at^T  which  ho  tO\>k  oil.  in  the  presence  of  David,  and 
aucir.u\i  1*!:*.*.  a:\i  Hhi<^\?ro\i  him  in  the  ear,  and  acquainted 
lun\  i:*a:  iiv\l  oh.\<o  hir.i  to  be  their  king;  and  exhorted 
hiiv.  to  Iv  r:^h:<ous,  arJ  .^lyv.Unt  to  his  commands,  for  that 
b\  this  !».H*ai:s  his  k:r  j:\ior.:  m  oiild  continue  for  a  long  time,  and 
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that  his  house  should  be  of  great  splendour,  and  celebrated 
in  the  world  :  that  he  should  overthrow  the  Philistines ;  and 
that  against  what  nations  soever  he  should  make  war^  he 
sbotdd  be  the  conqueror,  and  survive  the  fi^fht:  and  that 
irbite  be  Hved  he  should  enjoy  a  glorious  namej  and  leave 
Itich  a  name  to  his  posterity  also« 

2*  So  Samuel,  when  he  had  given  him  these  admonitions, 
went  away :  but  the  divine  power  departed  from  Saul,  and 
^femoved  to  David  ;  who,  upon  this  removal  of  the  divine 
Spirit  to  him,  began  to  prophesy.     But  as  for  Saul,  some 
^  ftnd  demoniacal  disorders  came  upon  him,  and  brought 
litn  such  suffocations  as  were  ready  to  choke  him;  for 
lich  the  physicians  could  find  no  other  remedy  but  thiS| 
iiac  if  any  person  could  charm  those  passionrs  by  singing, 
nd  playing  upon  the  harp,  they  advised  them  to  inquire 
»r  such  a  one,  and  to  observe  when  these  demons  came 
Ipon  him  and  disturbed  him,  and  to  take  care  that  such  a 
Larson  might  stand  over  him,  and  play  on  the  harp,  and 
ite  hymns  to  him''.     Accordingly  Saul  did  not  delay,  but 
inded  them  to  seek  out  such  a  man*     And  when  a 
srtain  stander-by  said,  that  he  had  seen  in  the  city  of 
Bethlehem  a  son  of  Jesse,  who  was  yet  no  more  than  a  child 
in  age,  but  comely  and  beautiful,  and  in  other  respects  one 
that  was  deserving   of  great   regard,   who  was    skilful  in 
playing  on  the  harp  and  in  singing  of  hymns,  and  an  ex- 
cellent soldier  in  war,  he  sent  to  Jesse,  and  desired  him  to 
take  David  away  from  the  flocks,  and  send  him  to  him,  for 
he  had  a  mind  to  see  him,  as  having  heard  an  advantageous 
cliaracter  of  his  comeliness  and  his  valour.     So  Jesse  sent 
his  son,  and  gave  bun  presents  to  carry  to  Sauh    And  when 
be  was  come,  Saul  was  pleased  with  him,  and  made  him  his 
armour-bearer,  and  had  him  in  very  great  esteem;  for  he 
charmed  his  passion,  and  was  the  only  physician  against  the 
trouble  he  had  from  the  demons  whensoever  it  was  that  it 
^^wne  upon  him,  and  this  by  reciting  of  hymns,  and  playing 
^Bhrion  the  harp,  and  hringing  Saul  to  his  right  mind  again, 
^Biowever,  he  sent  to  Jesse  the  father  of  the  child,  and 
^besired  him  to  permit  David  to  stay  with  him,  for  that  he 
was  delighted  with  his  sight  and  company  ;  which  stay,  that 
he  might  not  contradict  Saul,  he  granted. 

^  SfAnhielm  uket  oolke  here,  thiit  the  Greelui  had  such  singers  of  hjmns,  and 
thit  ii«Qany  chitdrea  or  youth  were  picked  out  for  that  Rervico  ;  as  also  that  those 
called  siogera  to  the  h^rp,  did  the  same  that  David  did  here,  t«  r.  join  their  own 
voeal  and  iaitTumeotal  rousic  together. 


M4 


ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS,     [book  vl 


CHAPTER  IX. 

How  the  Philistines  made  another  expedition  agaiifst  th 
Hebrews,  under  ike  reign  of  Saul ;  and  how  (hey  ttere 
opereome  by  David's  slaying  Goliath  in  a  single  combat 

f  1,  Now  the  Philistines  gathered  themselves  together 
again,  no  very  long  time  afterward;  and  having  gotten  to* 
gether  a  great  army,  they  made  war  against  the  Israelites; 
and  having  seized  a  place  between  Shochoh  and  Azekah, 
they  there  pitched  their  camp.  Saul  also  drew  out  bis 
army  to  oppose  them ;  and  by  pitching  his  own  camp  on  a 
certain  hill^  he  forced  the  Philistines  to  leave  their  foimtr 
camp,  and  to  encamp  themselves  upon  such  another  htii, 
over-against  that  on  which  Sauls  army  lav,  bo  that  a  valleji 
which  was  between  the  two  hills  on  which  they  lay,  divided 
their  camps  asunder.  Now  there  came  down  a  man  out  of 
the  camp  of  the  Philistines,  whose  name  was  GoUatli,  of 
the  city  Gath,  a  man  of  vast  hulk,  for  be  was  of  four  cubiU 
and  a  span  in  tallness,  and  liad  about  him  weapons  sxiitable 
to  the  largeness  of  his  body,  for  lie  had  a  breast-plate  on 
that  weighed  five  thousand  shekels :  he  had  also  a  hehact 
and  greaves  of  brass,  as  large  as  you  would  naturally 
suppose  might  cover  the  limbs  of  so  vast  a  body.  His 
spear  was  also  such  as  was  not  carried  like  a  light  thing  in 
his  right  hand,  but  be  carried  it  as  lying  on  his  shouldetB. 
He  had  also  a  lance  of  six  hundred  shekels  ;  and  manY 
followed  him  to  carry  his  armour;  Wherefore  this  Goliatli 
atood  between  the  two  armies,  as  they  were  in  battle-array, 
and  sent  out  a  loud  voice,  and  said  to  Saul  and  the  Hebrews, 
**  I  will  free  you  from  fighting  and  from  dangers ;  for  wb»t 
necessity  is  there  that  your  army  should  fall  and  be  afHictad! 
Give  me  a  man  of  you  that  will  fight  with  me,  and  he  thit 
conquers  shall  have  the  reward  of  the  conqueror,  aitJ 
determine  the  war,  for  these  shall  serve  those  others  to 
whom  the  conqueror  shall  belong  :  and  certainly  it  is  much 
better,  and  more  prudent,  to  gain  what  you  desire  by  th« 
hazard  of  one  man  than  of  all/'  When  he  had  said  this,  he 
retired  to  his  own  camp;  but  the  next  day  he  came  agaiUi 
and  used  the  same  words,  and  did  not  leave  off'  for  fortj 
days  together,  to  challenge  the  enemy  in  the  same  words, 
till  Saul  and  his  army  were  therewith  terrified,  while  they 
put  themselves  in  array  as  if  they  would  fight,  but  did  not 
come  to  a  close  battle. 

2.  Now  while  this  war  between  the  Hebrews  and  the  Phi* 
lis  lines  w*as  going  on,  Saul  «>ent  away  David  to  his  father  Jes«e» 
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keontented  himself  with  those  three  sons  of  his  whom  he 
sent  to  his  assistance,  iind  to  be  partners  in  the  dangers 
of  the  war:   and  at  first  David  returned  to  feed  his  sheep 
id  his   flocks;    but    after  no  long  time   he   came   to    the 
imp  of  tlie  Hebrews,  as  sent  by  his  father  to  carry  pro- 
idions  to  his  brethren,  and  to  know  what  they  were  doing, 
"'*hile  Goliath  came  again,  and  challenged   them  and  re- 
proached them,  that  they  had  no  man  of  valour  among  them, 
liat  durst  come  down  to  fight  him  ;  and  as  David  was  talking 
his  brethren  about  the  business  for  wbich  his  father  had 
I  '  11,  he  heard  the  Philistine  reproaching  and  abusing 
. , ,  and  had  indignation  at  it,  and  said  to  his  brethren, 
^1  am  ready  to  iigbt  a  single  combat  with  this  adversary/' 
Vhereupon  Eliab,  his  eldest  brother,  reproved  him,  and 
fcidi  that  he  spake  too  rashly  and  improperly  for  one  of  bis 
»e,  and  bid  liim  go  to  his  flocks  and  to  his  father.     So  he 
vas  abashed  at  his  brother's  words,  and  went  away,  but  still 
«pake  to  some  of  the  soldiers,  that  he  was  willing  to  fight 
with  him  that  challenged  tbem.     And  when  they  had  in- 
armed Saul  what  was  tlie  resolution  of  the  young  man,  tlie 
iing  sent  for  him  to  come  to  him :  and  when  the  king  asked 
rhat  he  had  to  say,  he  replied,  "  O  king,  be  not  cast  down, 
If  afraid,  for  I  will  depress  the  insolence  of  this  adversary, 
id  will  go  down  and  hght  with  him,  and  will  bring  him 
ider  me,  as  tall  and  as  great  as  he  is,  till  he  shall  be  sufK- 
ently  laughed  at,  and  thy  army  shall  get  great  glory,  when 
lie  shall  be  slain  by  one  that  is  not  yet  of  man's  estate,  neither 
It  for  fighting,  nor  capable  of  being  intrusted  with  the  mar- 
ailing  an  army,  or  ordering  a  battle,  but  by  one  that  lookts 
Ite  a  child,  and  is  really  no  elder  in  age  than  a  chikl/* 
S,  Now  Saul  wondered  at  the  boldness  and  alacrity  of 
>avid,  but  durst  not  presume  on  his  abiHty,  by  reason  of  his 
!;  but  said,  be  must  on  that  account  be  too  weak  to  fight 
rith  one  that  was  skUful  in  the  art  of  war,     **I  undertake 
^ijs  enterprise,"  said  David,  **  in  dependence  on  God's  being 
rith  me«  for  t  have  had  experience  already  of  his  assistance; 
>r  I  once  pursued  after  and  caught  a  lion  that  assaulted  my 
ckji,  and  took  away  a  lamb  from  them :  and  I  snatched  the 
lb  out  of  the  wild  beast's  mouth,  and  when  be  leaped  upon 
with  violence,  I  took  bini  by  the  tail,  and  d^vshed  him 
against  the  ground.     In  tlie  same  manner  did  I  avenge  my- 
^jBJi  on  a  bear  also ;  and  let  this  adversary  of  ours  be  esteemed 
^^^Bone  of  these  wild  beasts,  since  he  has  a  long  while  re* 
^^Pnached  our  army,  and  blasphemed  our  God,  who  will  yet 
reduce  him  under  my  power/' 

4.  However  Saul  prayed  that  the  end  might  be,  by  God's 
ace,  not  disagreeable  to  the  alacrity  and  boldness  of  tlie 
I ;  and  said,  '*  Go  thy  way  to  the  fight."     So  he  put  about 
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him  bis  breast-plate,  and  girded  on  his  sword,  and  fitted  the 
helmet  to  his  head,  and  sent  him  away.  But  David  was  bur- 
dened with  his  armour,  for  he  had  not  been  exercised  to  it,  nor 
had  he  learned  to  walk  Muth  it ;  so  he  said,  "  Let  this  armour 
be  thine,  O  king,  who  art  able  to  bear  it,  bat  give  me  leave  to 
light  as  thy  servant,  and  as  I  myself  desire,"  Accordingly  he 
laid  by  the  armour,  and  taking  his  staff  with  him,  and  pulling 
five  stones  out  of  the  brook  into  a  shepherd's  bag,  and  having 
a  sling  in  bis  right  hand,  he  went  towards  Goliath.  But  the 
adversary  seeing  him  in  such  a  manner,  disdained  bun,  and 
jested  upon  him,  as  if  he  had  not  such  weapons  with  him  es 
are  usual  when  one  man  fights  against  another,  but  such  as 
are  used  in  driving  away  and  avoiding  of  dogs ;  and  said, 
'*  Dost  thou  take  me  not  for  a  man,  but  a  dog?"  To  which 
he  replied,  '*  No»  not  for  a  dog,  but  for  a  creature  worse 
than  a  dog."  This  provoked  Golrath  to  anger,  who  there- 
upon cursed  him  by  the  name  of  God,  and  threatened  to  gifC 
his  flesh  to  the  beasts  of  the  earth,  and  to  the  tbwls  of  the 
air,  to  be  torn  in  pieces  by  them.  To  whom  David  answeredt 
"  Thou  comest  to  me  with  a  sword,  and  with  a  spear,  and 
with  a  breast-plate,  but  I  have  God  for  my  jirmour,  in  coming 
against  thee,  who  will  destroy  thee  and  all  thy  army  by  oiy 
hands ;  for  1  will  this  day  cut  off  thy  head,  and  cast  the  other 
parts  of  thy  body  to  the  dogs,  and  all  men  sthall  learn  that 
God  is  the  protector  of  the  Hebrews,  and  that  our  armour 
and  our  strength  is  in  his  providence,  and  that  without  God^s 
assistance,  all  other  warlike  preparations  and  power  are  use- 
less/' So  the  Philistine  being  retarded  by  the  weight  of  hii 
armour,  when  he  attempted  to  meet  David  in  haste,  came  oa 
but  slowly,  as  despising  him,  and  depending  upon  it  that  lie 
should  slay  him  who  was  both  unarmed  and  a  child  alsd^ 
without  any  trouble  at  alL 

.5.  But  the  youth  met  his  antagonist,  being  accompanied 
with  an  invisible  assistant,  who  was  no  other  than  God  him- 
self. And  taking  one  of  the  stones  that  he  had  out  of  the 
brook,  and  had  put  into  his  shepherd's  bag,  and  fitting  it  to 
his  sling,  he  slang  it  against  the  Philistine.  This  stone  fell 
upon  his  forehead,  and  sunk  into  his  brain,  insomuch  that 
Goliath  was  stunned,  and  fell  upon  his  face.  So  David  ran, 
and  stood  upon  his  adversary  as  he  lay  down,  and  cut  off  hit 
head  with  his  own  sword;  for  he  had  no  sword  himself* 
And  upon  the  fall  of  Gohath,  the  Philistines  were  beaten,  and 
fled;  for  when  they  saw  their  champion  prostrate  on  the 
ground,  they  were  afraid  of  the  entire  issue  of  their  affaiTSp 
and  resolved  not  to  stay  any  longer,  but  committed  them- 
selves to  an  ignominious  and  indecent  flight,  and  thereby 
endeavoured  to  save  themselves  from  the  dangers  they  were 
in*     But  Saul,  and  the  entire  army  of  the  Hebrews,  maile  « 
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^Fihout,  and  rushed  upon  them,  and  slew  a  great  number  of 

W  Ibeiu,  and  pursued  tlie  rest  to  the  borders  of  Gath,  and  to 

the  gateis  of  Ekron;  so  that  there  were  slain  of  the  Philistines 

.  tliirty  thousand,  and  twice  as  many  wounded.     But  Saul  re- 

|tariied  to  their  camp,  and  pulled  their  fortifications  to  pieces, 

burnt  it;    but  David  carried  the  head  of  Goliath  into 

own   tent,   but  dedicated   his    sword    to    God   [at    the 


^tabernacle.] 


CHAPTER  X. 


?mit  enties  Daridfor  his  glorious  success,  ami  takes  an  oc- 
casion of  entrapping  him,  from  the  promise  he  made  him 
of  giving  him  his  daughter  in  marriage^  but  this  upon 
condition  of  his  bringing  him  six  hundred  heads  of  the 
Philistines. 

LU  Now  the  women  were  an  occasion  of  SauFs  envy  and 
Lired  to  David ;  for  they  came  to  meet  their  victorious  army 
witb  cymbals,  and  drums,  and  all  demonstrations  of  joy,  and 
MUlg  thus :    the  wives  said,  that  ''  Saul  had  slain  his  many 
thousands   of  the   Philistines/'     The   virgins   replied,   that 
**  David  had  slain  his  ten  thousands."     Now,  when  the  king 
.keard  them  singing  thus,  and  that  he  had  himself  the  smallest 
ihare  in  their  commendations,  and  that  the  greater  nimiber, 
lie  ten  thousands,  were  ascribed  to  the  young  man ;  and  when 
lie  considered  with  himself,  that  there  was  nothing  more 
Fwanting  to   David,  after  such   a  mighty  applause,  but  the 
iLingdom,  he  began  to  be  afraid  and  suspicious  of  David. 
Vccordingly  he  removed  him  from  the  station  he  was  in  be- 
>re,  for  he  was  his  armour-bearer,  which  out  of  fear  seemed 
bim  much  too  near  a  station  for  him ;  and  so  he  made  him 

Sitain  over  a  thousand,  and  bestowed  on  him  a  post  better 
eed  in  itself,  but  as  he  thought,  more  for  his  own  security; 
jr  he  had  a  mind  to  send  hitn  against  the  enemy,  and  into 
ittles,  as  hoping  he  would  be  slain  in  such  dangerous 
>dflicts, 

2^  But  David  had  God  going  along  with  him  whitherso- 
he  went,  and  accordingly  he  greatly  prospered  in  bis 
tisidertakings,  and  it  was  visible  that  he  had  mighty  success^ 
insomuch  that  SauFs  daughter,  who  was  still  a  virgin,  fell  in 
love  with  him ;  and  her  affection  so  far  prevailed  over  her, 
that  it  could  not  be  concealed,  and  her  father  became  ac- 
quaiiited  with  it.  Now  Saul  heard  this  gladly,  as  intending 
to  malce  use  of  it  for  a  snare  against  David,  and  he  hoped 
liat  it  would  prove  the  cause  of  destruction  and  of  hazard  to 
If  so  he  told  those  that  informed  him  of  his  daughter's 
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afTection,  that  he  would  willingly  give  David  the  virgin  in 
marriage,  and  said,  *'  I  engage  myself  to  marry  my  daughter 
to  him  if  he  will  bring  me  six  hundred  heads  of  my  enemies', 
supposing  that  when  a  reward  so  ample  was  proposed  to  htm, 
and  when  he  should  aim  to  get  him  great  glory,  by  under* 
taking  a  thing  so  dangerous  and  incredible,  he  would  imme* 
diately  set  about  it,  and  so  perbh  by  the  Philistines,  and  mv 
designs  about  him  will  succeed  finely  to  my  mind,  for  1  shall 
be  freed  from  him,  and  get  him  slain>  not  by  myself,  but  bj 
another  man/*     So  he  gave  order  to  his  servants  to  try  hov 
David  would  relish  this  proposal  of  marrying  the  damsel 
Accordingly,  thev  began  to  &peak  thus  to  him,  that  king  Saul 
loved  him,  as  well  as  did  all  the  people,  and  that  he  was  de> 
fiirous  of  his  affinity  by  the  marriage  of  this  damsel.     To 
which  he  gave  this  answer,  "Seelneth  it  to  you  a  light  thing 
to  be  made  the  king* s  son-in4aw  ?     It  does  not  seem  so  to 
me,  especially  when  I  am  one  of  a  family  that  is  low,  and 
without  any  glory  or  honour."     Now  when  Saul  was  informed 
ty  his  servants  what  answer  David  had  made»  he  said,  **Tell 
him,  that  I  do  not  want  any  money  nor  dowry  from  him, 
which  would  be  rather  to  set  my  daughter  to  sale  than  to 
give  her  in  marriage,  but  I  desire  only  such  a  son-in-law  as 
hath  in  him  fortitude,  and  all  other  kinds  of  virtue,  of  which 
he  saw  David  was  possessed,  and  that  his  desire  was  to  re- 
ceive of  him,  on  account  of  his  marrying  his  daughter,  neither 
(rold  nor  silver,  nor  that  lie  should  bring  such  wealth  out  of 
lis  father's  house,  but  only  some  revenge  on  the  Philistine$t 
and  indeed  six  hunt! red  of  their  Iieads,  than  which  a  more 
desirable  or  a  more  glorious  present  could  not  be  brought 
him ;  and  that  he  had  much  rather  obtain  this,  than  any  o( 
the  accustomed  dowries  for  his  daughter,  viz.  that  she  should 
be  married  to  a  man  of  that  character,  and  to  one  who  had 
a  testimony  as  having  conquered  his  enemies." 

S,  When  these  words  of  Saul  were  brought  to  David,  he 
was  pleased  with  them,  and  jsuppused  that  Saul  was  really 
desirous  of  this  affinity  with  him ;  so  that,  without  bearing 
to  deliberate  any  longer,  or  casting  about  in  his  miaa 
whether  what  was  proposed  was  possible,  or  was  difBcult  of 
not,  he  and  his  companions  immediately  set  upon  the  enefny, 
and  went  about  doing  what  was  proposed  as  the  couditioD 
^  of  the  marriage.     Accordingly,  because  it  was   God  who 


'  Joiephttt  Myi  tbrice  in  this  chapter,  and  twice  afierwtfd^  chap.  iuft,tai 
B.  VII.  cli.  i.  £  4.  u  «.  five  times  id  all,  that  Saol  reauired  not  a  bare  handn^vf 
the  foreskins  of  the  Philistincf.  but  »ix  hundred  of  their  beads.  The  Septiii(|UM 
hnve  100  foreskins,  but  the  Syriac  and  Arabic  200.  Now  that  these  wove  not  foft* 
skins,  with  our  other  copies,  but  heads,  with  Josephu&'t  copy,  seems  soiscithat  ^ 
bahle,  from  1  Sam,  xxix,  4  \  where  allcopiea  saj,  that  it  was  wtlh  the  hfi:iii«  cf^mb 
rhilistines  thai  David  mif  hi  reconcile  himself  to  \m  master  Saul, 
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ide  all  things  easy  and  possible  to  David,  he  slew  many 
"the  Philistines],  and  cut  oft*  the  heads  of  six  hundred  of 
ieiHt  and  came  to  the  king,  and  by  showing  him  these 
eads  of  the  Philistines,  required  that  he  might  have  his 
aughter  in  marriage.  Accordingly  Saul,  having  no  way  of 
Btting  off  his  engagements,  as  thinking  it  a  base  thing 

Ither  to  seem  a  liar  when  he  promised  him  this  marriage, 
to  appear  to  have  acted  treacherously  by  him,  in  putting 

Mm  upon  what  was  in  a  manner  impossible,  in  order  to  have 

\\m  slain,  he  gave  him  his  daughter  in  marriage  i  her  name 

ras  MichaL 


CHAPTER  XL 


fow  David,  upon  Satd's  Inijlng  snares  for  him^  did  yet 
escape  the  dangers  he  was  in,  by  the  affection  and  care 
qf  Jonathan^  and  the  contrivances  of  his  wife  Michal : 
and  how  he  came  to  Samuel  the  prophet, 

I.  However,  Saul  was  not  disposed  to  persevere  long 
in  the  state  wherein  he  was ;  for  when  be  saw  that  David 
was  in  great  esteem  both  with  God  and  with  the  multitude, 
he  w^as  afraid  :  and  being  not  able  to  conceal  his  fear  as 
iceming  great  things,  his  kingdom  and  his  life,  to  be  de- 
_  rived  of  either  of  which  was  a  very  great  calamity,  he  re- 
solved to  have  David  slain,  and  commanded  his  son  Jona^ 
than  and  his  most  faithful  servant  to  kill  him :  but  Jonathan 
wondered  at  his  father  s  change  with  relation  to  David,  that 
it  should  be  made  to  so  great  a  degree,  from  showing  him 
no  small  good-will,  to  contrive  how  to  have  him  killed.  Now 
because  he  loved  the  young  man,  and  reverenced  him  for 
kb  virtue,  he  informed  him  of  the  secret  charge  his  father 
lad  given,  and  what  his  intentions  were  concerning  him, 
owever,  he  advised  him  to  take  care  and  be  absent  the 
lext  day,  for  that  he  would  salute  his  father,  and,  if  be  met 
itli  a  favourable  opportunity,  be  would  discourse  with  him 
mbout  him,  and  learn  the  cause  of  his  disgust,  and  show  how 
ittlc  ground  there  was  for  it,  and  that  for  it  he  ought  not  to 
*I1  a  man  that  had  done  so  many  good  things  to  the  multi- 
tude,  and  had  been  a  benefactor  to  himself,  on  account  of 
which  he  ought  in  reason  to  obtain  pardon,  bad  he  been 
iUv  of  the  greatest  crimes:  and  I  will  then  inform  thee  of 
y  father's  resolution.     Accordingly  David  complied  with 
an  advantageous  advice,  and  kept  himself  then  out  of 
he  king's  sight. 

3,  On  the  next  day  Jonathan  came  to  Saul,  as  soon  aa  he 
saw  him  in  a  cheerful  and  joyful  disposition,  and  began  to 
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introduce  a  discourse  about  David :  *'  What  unjust  actioni 
O  father,  either  little  or  great,  hast  thou  found  so  excep* 
tionable  in  David ,  as  to  induce  thee  to  order  us  to  slay  a 
man  who  hath  been  of  great  advantage  to  thy  own  preservii* 
tion,  and  of  still  greater  to  the  punishment  of  the  Phiii&i 
tines  ?  a  man  who  hath  delivered  the  people  of  the  Hebrewt 
from  reproach  and  derision,  which  they  underwent  for  forty 
days  together,  when  he  alone  had  courage  enough  to  sustain 
the  challenge  of  the  adversary,  and  after  that  brought  bs 
many  heads  of  our  enemies  as  he  was  appointed  to  bring,  and 
had,  as  a  reward  for  the  same,  my  sister  in  marriage;  inso- 
much that  his  death  would  be  very  sorrowful  to  os,  not  only 
on  account  of  his  virtue,  but  on  account  of  the  nearness  m 
our  relation,  for  thy  daughter  must  be  injured  at  the  satue 
time  that   he  is  slain,   and   must  be  obliged  to  experience 
widowhood,  before  she  can  come  to  enjoy  any  advantage 
from  their  mutual  conversation.    Consider  these  things,  aniil 
change  your  mind  to  a  more  merciful  temper,  and  do  no 
mischief  to  a  man  who,  in  the  first  place,  hath  done  us  the 
greatest  kindness  of  preserving  thee  ;  for  when  an  evil  spirit 
and  demons  had  seized  upon  thee,  he  cast  them  out,  and 
procured  rest  to  thy  soul  from  their  incursions :  and,  in  the 
second  place,  hath  avenged  us  of  our  enemies  ;  for  it  i$  a 
base  thing  to  forget  such  benefits/*     So  Saul  was  pacified 
with  these  words  ;  and  sware  to  his  son  that  he  would  do 
David  no  harm ;  for  a  righteous  discourse  proved  too  hard 
for  the  king  3  anger  and  fear.     So  Jonathan  sent  for  David, 
and  brought  him  good  news  from  his  father,  that  he  was  to 
be  preserved.     He  also   brought  him  to  his   father ;  and 
David  continued  with  the  king  as  formerly. 

3.  About  this  time  it  was,  that,  upon  the  Philistined 
making  a  new  expedition  against  the  Hebrews,  Saul  sent 
David  with  an  army  to  fight  with  them ;  and  joining  battle 
with  them  he  slew  many  of  them,  and  after  his  victory  he 
returned  to  the  king.  But  his  reception  by  Saul  was  not  ss 
he  expected  upon  such  success,  for  he  was  grieved  at  hi« 
prosperity,  because  he  thought  he  would  be  more  danger- 
ous to  him  by  having  acted  so  gloriously  :  but  when  the 
demoniacal  spirit  came  upon  him,  and  put  him  into  disorder, 
and  disturbed  him,  he  called  for  David  into  his  bed-chatn* 
ber  wherein  he  lay,  and  having  a  spear  in  his  hand,  he 
ordered  him  to  charm  him  with  playing  on  his  harp,  and 
with  singing  hymns;  which  when  David  did  at  his  coin* 
mand,  he  with  great  force  threw  the  spear  at  him ;  but 
David  was  aware  of  it  before  it  came,  and  avoided  it,  and 
fled  to  his  own  house,  and  abode  there  all  that  day, 

4-  But  at  night  the  king  sent  officers,  and  commanded 
that  he  should  be  watched  till  the  morning,  lest  he  should 
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get  quite  away,  that  he  might  come  to  the  judgment-hall, 
and  so  mi^ht  he  delivered   up,  and  condemned  and  slain* 
But  when  Michal»  David's  wife,  the  king's  daughter,  under* 
stood  what  her  father  designed,  she  came  to  her  husband^ 
as  having  small  hopes  of  his  deliverance,  and  as  greatly 
concerned  about  her  own  life  also,  for  she  could  not  bear  to 
live  in  case  she  were  deprived  of  liim ;  and  she  said,  *'  Let 
not  the  sun  tind  thee  here  wlien  it  rises,  for  if  it  do,  that 
will  be  the  last  time  it  will  see  thee  :  fly  away  then  while  the 
night  may  afford  thee  opportunity,  and  may  God  lengthen 
it  for  thy  sake ;  for  know  this,  that  if  my  fiither  find  thee, 
thou  art  a  dead  man."     80  she  let  him  down  by  a  cord  out 
of  the  window,  and  saved  him  :  and  after  she  had  so  done, 
she  fitted  up  a  bed  for  him  as  if  he  were  sick»  and  put  under 
the  bed-clothes  a  goat's  liver';    and  when  her  father,   as 
soon  as  it  was  day,  sent  to  seize  David,  she  said  to  those 
that  were  there,  thai  he  had  not  been  well  that  night,  and 
showed  them  tlie  bed  cover,  and  made  them  believe,  by  the 
leaping  of  the  liver,  which  caused  the  bed- clothes  to  move 
also,  that  David  breathed  like  one  that  was  asthmatic.     So 
when  those   that  were  sent  told  Saul  that  David  had  not 
been  well  in  the  night,  he  ordered  him  to  be  brought  in  that 
condition,  for  he  intended  to  kill  him.     Now  when  they 
came,  and  uncovered  the  bed,  and  found  out  the  woman  a 
contrivance,  they  told  it  to  the  king  ;  and  when  her  father 
complained  of  her  that  she  had  saved  his  enemy ^  and  had 
put  a  trick  upon  himself;  she  invented  this  plausible  de- 
fence for  herself,  ami  said,   **  that  when  he  threatened  to 
kill  her,  she  lent  liim  her  assistance  for  his   preservation, 
out  of  fear;  for  which  her  assistance  she  ought  to  be  for- 
given, because  it  was  not  done  of  her  own  free  choice,  but 
out  of  necessity ;  for,  said  she,  I  do  not  suppose  that  thou 
was  so  zealous  to  kill  thy  enemy,  as  thou  vast  that  I  should 
be  saved/'      Accordingly    Saul   forgave   the   damsel ;    but 
David,  when  he  had  escaped  this  danger,  came  to  the  pro- 
phet Samuel  to  Ramah,  and  told  him  what  snares  the  king 
had  laid   for  him,  and  Iiow  he  was  very  near  to  death  by 
SauFs  throwing  a  spear  at  htm,  al though  he  had  been  no 
way  guilty  with  relation  to  him,  nor  had  he  been  cowardly 
in  his  battles  with  his  enemies,  hut  had  succeeded  well  in 
them  all,  by  God*s  assistance ;  which  thing  was  indeed  the 
cause  of  SauFs  hatred  to  David* 

5,  When  the  prophet  was  made  acquainted  with  the  un- 


*  SiDCe  the  modern  Jews  have  lost  the  sigDtficalioti  of  the  Hebrew  word  here 
UBtdt  ctbir ;  and  smce  the  LXXH  as  well  as  Josephus,  render  it  the  tiver  of  the 
goat,  and  siDce  this  rendering,  and  Josephus's  accouot,  are  here  so  much  mote 
clear  nod  probable  than  those  of  others  ;  it  is  almo&t  unaccountable  thai  our  com- 
mtnltton  should  so  mucli  as  hesitate  about  itA  tnie  intorpretatioo. 
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juat  proceedings  of  the  king,  he  left  the  city  Ramab,  and  1 
took  David  with  him,  to  a  certain  place  called  Naiotht  and  J 
there  he  ahode  with  him.     But  when  it  was  told  Saul  that 
David  was  with  the  prophet,  he  sent  soldiers  to  him^  and 
ordered  them  to  take  hira,  and  bring  him  to  him  :  and  when 
they  came  to  iSamuel,  and  found  there  a  congregation  of 
prophets,  they  became  partakers  of  the  divine  Spirit,  and 
began  to  prophesy ;   which  when  Saul  heard   of,  he  sent 
others  to  David,  who  prophesying  in  like  manner  as  did  the 
first,  he  again  sent  others ;  which  third  sort  prophesying 
also,  at  last  he  was  angry,  and  went  thither  in  great  haste 
himaelf ;  and  when  he  was  jusl  by  the  place,  Samuel,  before 
he  saw  him,  made  him  prophecy  also.   And  when  Saul  came 
to  him,  he  was  disordered  in  mind',  and  under  tbe  vehement 
agitation  of  a  spirit,  and  putting  oft'  his  garments",  he  fril 
down,  and  lay  on  the  ground  all  that  day  and  night«  in  die 
presence  of  Samuel  and  David. 

6.  And  David  went  thence,  and  came  to  Jonathan,  the 
son  of  Saul,  and  lamented  to  him  what  snares  were  laid  for 
him  by  his  father;  and  said,  that  **  though  he  had  been 
guilty  of  no  evil,  nor  had  offended  against  him,  yet  he  was 
very  zealous  to  get  him  killed/'  Hereupon  Jonathan  ex- 
horted him  not  to  give  credit  to  such  his  own  suspidons, 
nor  to  the  calumnies  of  those  that  raised  those  reports,  if 
there  were  any  that  did  so,  but  to  depend  on  him,  and  take 
courage  ;  for  that  his  father  had  no  such  intention,  since  he 
would  have  acquainted  him  with  that  matter,  and  taken  hk 
advice,  had  it  been  so,  as  he  used  to  consult  with  him  in 
common,  when  he  acted  in  other  affairs.  But  David  »wai« 
to  him,  that  so  it  wag,  and  he  desired  him  rather  to  beliere 
him,  and  to  provide  for  his  safety,  than  to  despise  what  he, 
with  great  sincerity,  told  him:  that  he  would  believe  what 
he  said,  when  he  should  either  see  htm  killed  himself,  <if 


*  Thc^e  violent  and  wild  sgitationit  of  Saul  seem  to  me  to  hate  been  no  43Hli« 

itian  demoniacal  ;  and  that  the  »aine  dmnon  which  used  to  teize  bin,  tioce  ti«  w 

'  fiUBaken  of  God*  and  whkb  the  divine  hymns  and  Psalms  which  were  lODg  t^lJit 

I  Itarpby  David  tiled  to  expel,  waj»  now  in  a  judicial  way  brought  upon  him.  iu)tQQ}| 

in  order  to  disappoint  !iis  intentions  ng^inst  innocent  David,  but  toexp<»se  him  (»tM 

laughter  and  contempt  of  aU  who  saw  him,  or  heard  of  thoie  his  i^tationa;  Ofilk 

iriolenl  and  wild  agitations  being  never  obierved  in  true  piTophets,  when  they  wait 

under  ilie  inspiration  of  the  Spirit  of  God.    Our  other  copies^  which  »ay,  the  Soilit 

of  God  came  upon  him,  seem  not  so  ris^ht  here  fls  Josephus's  copy,  which  inenuoQS 

nothing  of  Goa  at  all.   Nor  does  Josephnsscem  to  aicribe  this  impulse  and  ecittty 

of  Saul's  to  any  other  than  to  his  aid  demoniicaj  apifit^  which  on  mil  iccouoti  if- 

pars  the  most  probable.   Nor  does  the  former  description  of  Saul's  real  impkntrnt 

by  the  divine  Spirit,  I  Sam.  x,  9— 12 ;  Anliq,  B.  VI.  cb.  iv,  J  2  ;  which  was  beliirt 

•lie  wa«  become  wicked,  welt  Sj^ree  with  tbe  descriptioi^  befove  us. 

f     ^  What  n  meant  by  Saul's  lying  down  aaked  all  that  day,  and  t 

nl  Satn,  xii.  24.  and  whether  any  more  than  lading  asido  his  royal  a}', 

gtmieiilif  as  Joseph  us  »eems  to  understand  it,  is  by  no  meons  cerMin.     ^>  -  lii' 

note  on  Antiq.  B.  Vlll.  ch.  14.  i  2, 
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learn  it  upon  inquiry  from  others :  and  that  the  reason  why 
Ills  fatlier  did  not  tell  him  of  these  things,  was  this,  that  lie 
knew  of  the  friendship  and  affection  that  he  bore  towards 
him. 

7-  Hereupon  when  Jonathan  found  that  thi'?  intention  of 
SauVs  was  so  well  attested,  he  asked  him,  *'What  he  would 
have  him  do  for  him?"  To  which  David  replied,  *^  I  am 
sensible  that  thou  art  willing  to  gratify  me  in  every  thin*^, 
and  procure  me  what  I  desire.  Now  to-morrow  is  the  new 
moon,  and  I  was  accustomed  to  sit  down  tlien  with  the  king 
at  supper;  now  if  it  seem  good  to  thee,  I  will  go  out  of  the 
city,  and  conceal  myself  privately  there;  and  if  Saul  inquire 
why  I  am  absent,  tell  him  that  I  am  gone  to  my  own  city 
Bethlehem,  to  keep  a  festival  with  my  own  tribe  ;  and  add 
this  also,  that  thou  gavest  me  leave  so  to  do.  And  if  he 
say,  as  is  usually  said  in  the  case  of  friends  that  are  gone 
abroad,  It  is  well  that  he  went,  then  assure  thyself  that  no 
latent  mischief  or  enmity  may  be  feared  at  his  hands  ;  but  if 
he  answer  otherwise,  that  will  be  a  sure  sign  that  he  hath 
some  designs  against  me.  Accordingly  thou  shalt  inform 
me  of  thy  father's  inclinations  ;  and  that  out  of  pity  to  my 
case,  and  out  of  thy  friendship  for  me,  as  instances  of  which 
friendship  thou  hast  vouchsafed  to  accept  of  the  assurances 
of  my  love  to  thee,  and  to  give  the  like  assurances  to  me, 
that  is,  those  of  a  master  to  his  servant;  but  if  thon  dis- 
co ve  rest  any  wickedness  in  me,  do  thou  prevent  thy  father, 
and  kill  me  thyself.'* 

8.  But  Jonathan  heard  these  last  words  with  indignationi 
and  promised  to  do  what  he  desired  of  him,  and  to  inform, 
him  if  his  father's  answer  implied  any  thing  of  a  melancholy 
nature,  and  any  enmity  against  him.  And  that  he  might  the 
more  firmly  depend  upon  him^  he  took  liim  out  into  the  open 
field,  into  the  pure  air,  and  sware  that  he  would  neglect  no- 
thing that  might  tend  to  the  preservation  of  David  ;  and  he 
said,  *'I  appeal  to  that  God,  who  as  thou  seest,  is  difTused 
every  where,  and  knoweth  this  intention  of  mine,  before  I 
explain  it  in  words,  as  the  witness  of  this  my  covenant  with 
thee,  that  1  will  not  leave  off  to  make  frequent  trials  of  the 
purpose  of  my  father,  til!  I  learn  whether  there  he  any  lurk- 
ing distemper  in  the  secretest  parts  of  his  soul  ;  and  when  I 
have  learnt  it,  I  will  not  conceal  it  from  thee,  but  will  dis- 
cover it  to  thee,  whether  he  be  gently  or  peevishly  disposed: 
for  this  God  himself  knows,  that  I  pray  he  may  always  be 
with  thee,  for  he  is  with  thee  now  and  will  not  forsake  thee, 
and  will  make  thee  superior  to  thine  enemies,  whether  my 
father  be  one  of  them,  or  whether  I  myself  be  such.  Do 
thou  only  remember  what  we  now  do  ;  and  if  it  fall  out  that 
I  die,  preserve  my  children  alive,  and  requite  what  kindness 
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thou  best  now  received,   to  them."     When  he  bad  tbi 
sworn,  he  dismissed    David,  bidding  him  go  to   a  certai 
place  of  that  plain  wherein  he  used  to  perform  his  exercii^e 
for  that  as  soon  as  he  knew  the  mind  of  his  father,  he  wuul 
come  thither  to  him,  with  one  servant  only;  **and  if,"  say] 
he,  ^*  I  shoot  three  darts  at  the  mark,  and  then  bid  my  i^ei 
vant  to  carry  thejse  three  darts  awavi  for  they  are  befoi 
him,  know  thou  that  there  is  no  mischief  to  be  feared  fro] 
my  father  ;  but  if  thou  hearcst  me  say  the  contrary,  expect 
the  contrary  from  the  king.     However,  thou  shait  gain  se- 
curity by  my  means,  and  shalt  by  no  means  suffer  any  hami; 
but  see  thou  dost  not  forget  what  1  have  desired  of  thee, 
in    the    time  of  thy  prosperity,  and  be   serviceable  to  my 
children/'      Now    David,    when    he    had    received    th€«e 
assurances  from  Jonathan^  went  his  way  to  the  place  ap- 
pointed. 

1).  But  on  the  next  day,  which  was  the  new  moon,  At 
king,  when  he  had  purified  himself,  as  the  custom  wa*» 
came  to  supper  ;  and  ^^hen  tliere  sat  by  him  bis  son  Jona^ 
than  on  his  right  liand,  and  Abner,  the  captain  of  his  hc»t, 
on  the  other  hand,  he  saw  David's  seat  was  empty,  but  md 
nothing,  supposing  that  be  had  not  purified  himself  since  he 
liad  accompanied  with  his  wife,  and  so  could  not  be  present; 
but  when  he  saw  that  he  was  not  there  the  second  day  of  tlie 
month  neitlier,  he  inquired  of  hia  son  Jonathan  why  the  son 
of  Jesse  did  not  come  to  l!ie  supper,  and  the  feast,  neither 
the  day  before  nor  that  day.  So  Jonathan  said,  that**  he 
was  gone,  according  to  the  agreement  between  them,  to  hi? 
own  city,  where  his  tribe  kept  a  festival,  and  that  by  bit 
permission :  that  he  also  invited  him  to  come  to  their  ^cri- 
fice  ;  and,"  says  Jonathan.  **  if  thou  wilt  give  me  leave,  I 
-will  go  thither,  for  thou  knowest  the  good  will  llial  I  bear 
him."  And  then  it  was  that  Jonathan  understood  his 
father's  hatred  to  David,  and  plainly  saw  his  entire  dispotfi* 
tion ;  for  Saul  could  not  restrain  his  anger,  but  reproache<l 
Jonathan,  and  called  him  the  son  of  a  runagate,  and  an 
enemy  ;  and  said,  **  he  was  a  partner  with  David,  and  hi» 
assistant,  and  that  by  his  behaviour  he  showed  he  had  iw 
regard  to  himself,  or  to  his  motlier,  and  would  not  be  per- 
suaded of  tliis,  that  while  David  is  ahve,  their  kingdom 
was  not  secure  to  them;  yet  did  he  bid  him  send  for  liim* 
that  he  might  be  punished.'*  And  when  Jonathan  saidiin 
answer,  '*  What  hath  he  done  that  thou  wilt  punish  himf 
Saul  no  longer  contented  himself  to  express  bis  anger  in 
bare  words,  out  snatched  up  his  spear,  and  leaped  upon 
him,  and  was  desirous  to  kill  him.  He  did  not  indeed  d« 
what  he  intended,  because  he  w^as  hindered  by  his  friencl^» 
but  It  appeared  plainly  to  his  son  that  he  hatecl  Da%id|OnJ 
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j(reatly  desired  to  despatch  him.  insomuch  that  he  had  almost 
Intn  his  son  witli  his  own  hands  on  his  account. 

10.  And  then  it  was  that  the  lyings  son  rose  hastily  from 

wpper;  and  being  not  ahle  to  admit  any  thin^r  into  his  mouth 

br  grief,  he  wept  ah  night,  both  because  he  iuid  himself 

?n  near  destruction,  and  because  the  death  of  David  wa» 

fftermined  :  but  as  soon  as  it  was  day,  he  went  out  into  the 

plain  that  was  before  the  city,  as  going  to  perform  his  exer- 

ises,  but  in  reality  to  inform  his  friend  what  disposition  his 

father  was  in  towards  him,  as  he  had  agreed  with  him  to  do* 

And  when  Jonathan  had  done  what  had  been  thus  agreed, 

_he  dismissed  his  servant  that  followed  him,  to  return  to  the 

bity,  but  he  himself  went  into  the  desert,  and  came  into  his 

presence,  and  communed  with   him.     So  David  appeared, 

ad  fell  at  Jonathan's  feet,  and  bowed  down  to  him,  and 

died  him  the  preserver  of  his  soul :  but  he  lifted  him  up 

*om  the  earth,  and  they  nTUtually  embraced   one  another, 

md  made  a  long  greeting,  and  that  not  without  tears.    They 

Iso  lamented  their  age,   and  that   familiarity  which    envy 

rould  deprive  them  of.  and  that  separation  which  must  now 

expected,  which  seemed  to  them  no  better  than  death 

M     So  recollecting  themselves  at  length  from  their  la- 

rjentation,  and  exhorting  one  another  to  be  mindful  of  the 

oaths  they  bad  sworn  to  each  other,  they  parted  asunder. 


CHAPTER  XIL 


How  David  fled  to  Ahimelcch,  ami  afterwards  to  the  kings 
of  the  PhilisdneSt  and  of  (he  Moabites ;  and  how  Saul 
stew  Ahimeiech  and  his  farm  fy, 

^^4  1.  But  David  fled  from  the  king,  and  that  death  he  was 

^I^Hianger  of  by  him,  i«nd  came  to  the  city  Nob,  to  Ahime- 

^HHK  the  priest,  who,  when  he  saw  him  coming  all  alone,  and 

^Keitlier  a  friead  nor  a  servant  with  him,  he  wondered  at  it, 

^^nd  desired  to  learn  of  him  the  cause  wlvy  there  was  nobody 

with  him*     To  which  David  answered,  **  that  the  king  had 

Mf  ided  him  to  do  a  certain  thing  that  was  to  be  kept 

Vi^  to  which,  if  he  had  a  mind  to  know  so  much,  he  had 

no  occasion  for  any  one  to  accompany  him  ;  however,  1  have 

^^rdcred  my  servants  to  meet  me  at  such  and  such  a  place/* 

^BSo  he  desired  him  to  let  him  have  somewhat  to  eat ;  and 

^Blmt  in  case  he  would  supply  him,  he  would  act  the  part  of 

^^  friend,  and  be  assisting  to  the  business  he  was  now  about: 

and  when  he  had  obtained  what  he  desired,  he  also  asked 

him  whether  he  had  any  weapons  with  him,  either  sword  or 

frpear.     Now  there  was  a  Nob  a  servant  of  Sauls,  bv  birth 
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a  Syrian,  whose  name  was  Doeg,  one  that  kept  ihe  king^i 
mules.     The  high-priest  said,  that  he  had  no  such  weapons, 
but  he  added,  **  Here  is  the  sword  of  Goliath,  which  vrheil 
thou  had  slain  the  Philistine,  thou  didst  dedicate  to  God/* 
^.  When  David  had  received  the  sword,  he  fled  out  ol 
the  country  of  the  Hebrews  into  that  of  the  Philistines,  ovef 
which  Achish  reigned  :  and  when  the  king  s  servants  kne 
him,  and    he   was   made  known  to    the  king  himself, 
servants  informing  him  that  he   was  that  David   who 
killed  many  ten  thousands  of  the   Philistines,  David  wai 
sfraid  lest  the  king  should   put  him  to  death,  and  that  h« 
should   experience   that   danger   from   him  which    be   had 
escaped  from  Saul ;  so  he  pretended  to  be  distracted  and 
mad,  so  that  his  spittle  ran  out  of  his  mouth,  and  he  did 
other  the  like  actions  before  the  king  of  Gath,  which  might 
make  him  believe  that  they  proceeded  from  such  a  disteo)]:i€n 
Accordingly  the  king  was  very  angry  at  his  servants  thnl 
they  had  brought  him  a  madman ;  and  he  gave  orders  that 
they  should  eject  David  immediately  [out  of  the  city*] 

3.  So  when  David  had  escaped  in  this  manner  out  of 
Gath,  he  came  to  the  tribe  of  Judah,  and  abode  in  a  cave  by 
the  city  of  Adullam.  Then  it  was  that  he  sent  to  hit 
brethren,  and  informed  them  where  he  was,  who  then  came 
to  him  with  all  their  kindred,  as  many  others  as  w*ere  either 
in  want,  or  in  fear  of  king  Saul,  came  and  made  a  body  to- 
gether, and  told  him  they  were  ready  to  obey  his  orders: 
they  were  in  all  about  four  huTulred,  Whereupon  he  took 
courage,  now  such  a  force  and  assistance  was  come  to  him; 
so  he  removed  thence,  and  came  to  the  king  of  the  Moabites, 
and  desired  him  to  entertain  his  parents  in  his  country, 
while  the  issue  of  his  aflairs  were  in  such  an  uncertain  con- 
dition»  The  king  granted  him  this  favour,  and  paid  great 
respect  to  David's  parents  all  the  time  they  were  with  him* 

4,  As  for  himself,  upon  the  prophet's  commanding  him  lo 
leave  the  desert,  and  to  go  into  the  portion  of  the  tribe  of 
Judah,  and  abide  there,  he  complied  therewith ;  and 
coming  to  the  city  Hareth,  which  was  in  that  tribe,  he  ft- 
mained  there.  Now  when  Saul  heard  that  David  had  been 
seen  with  a  multitude  about  aim,  he  fell  into  no  small  d»» 
turbance  and  trouble  :  but  as  he  knew  tlmt  David  was  I 
bold  and  courageous  man,  he  suspected  that  somewhat  ef* 
traordinary  w^ould  appear  from  him,  and  that  openly  alsd 
which  would  make  him  weep,  and  put  him  into  distress ;  to 
he  called  together  to  him  his  friends,  and  his  commanders 
and  the  tribe  from  which  he  was  himself  derived,  to  the  hiB 
where  his  palace  was*,  and  sitting  upon  a  place  calW 
Aroura,  his  courtiers  that  were  in  dignities,  and  the  guards 
of  his  body  being  with  him,  he  spake  thus  to  them:  *'  You 
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ihat  are  men  of  my  own  tribe,  I  conclude  that  you  remember 
the  benefits  that  I  have  bestowed  upon  you ;  and  that  I  have 
made  some  of  you  owners  of  land,  and  made  you  commanders, 
and  bestowed  posts  of  honour  upon  you,  and  set  some  of 

{ou  over  the  common  peoplci  and  others  over  the  soldiers: 
ask  you,  therefore,  whether  you  expect  greater  and  more 
donations  from  the  son  of  Jesse  ?  for  I  know  that  you  are  all 
iocHnable  to  him,  even  my  own  son  Jonathan  himself  is  of 
that  opinion,  and  persuades  you  to  be  of  the  same ;  for  I  am 
not  unacquainted  with  the  oaths  and  the  covenants  that  are 
between  him  and  David,  and  that  Jonathan  is  a  counsellor, 
and  an  assistant  to  those  that  conspire  against  me,  and  none 
of  you  are  concerned  about  these  things,  hut  you  keep 
silence,  and  watch  to  see  what  will  be  the  upshot  of  these 

(^gs/'     When  the  king  had  done  his  speech,  not  one  of 
^  rest  of  those  that  were  present  made  any  answer ;    but 
\oeg  the  Syrian,  who  fed  his  mules,  said,  that  he  saw  David 
hen  he  came  to  the  city  Nob  to  Ahimelech  the  high-priest, 
and  that  he  learned  future  events  by  his  prophesying:   that 
^B  received  food  from  him,  and  the  sword  of  Goliath,  and 
^ILS  conducted  by  him  with  security  to  such  as  he  desired  to 
go  to* 

t5.  Saul  therefore  sent  for  the  high-priest,  and  for  all  his 
fidred,  and  said  to  them,  *'  What  terrible  or  ungrateful 
ling  hast  thou  suffered  from  me,  tliat  thou  hast  received 
le  son  of  Jesse,  and  liast  bestowed  on  him  both  food  and 
weapons,  when  he  was  contriving  to  get  the  kingdom  ?  And 
^^rtner,  why  didst  thou  deliver  oracles  to  him  concerning 
llurities  ?  for  thou  couldest  not  be  unacquainted  that  he 
id  fled  away  from  me,  and  that  he  liated  my  family/*  But 
high-priest  did  not  betake  himself  to  deny  what  he  had 
lonej  but  confessed  boldly  that  he  had  supphed  him  with 
these  things  not  to  gratify  David,  but  Saul  himself:  and  lie 
said,  **  I  did  not  know  that  he  was  thy  adversary,  but  a  ser- 
vant of  thine,  who  was  very  fiiithful  to  thee,  and  a  captain 
over  a  thousand  of  thy  soldiers,  and,  what  is  more  than 
these,  thy  son-in-law,  and  kinsman.  Men  do  not  use  to 
confer  such  ftivours  on  their  adversaries,  but  on  those  who 
^pre  esteemed  to  bear  the  highest  good-will  and  respect  to 
|bem^  Nor  is  this  the  first  time  that  I  prophesied  for  him, 
but  I  have  done  it  often,  and  at  other  times,  as  well  as  now. 
Lnd  when  he  told  me  that  he  was  sent  by  thee  in  great 
Rte  to  do  somewhat,  if  I  had  furnished  him  with  nothing 
^at  he  desired,  1  should  have  thought  that  it  was  rather  in 
^ntradiction  to  thee  than  to  him  :  wherefore,  do  not  thou 
ii  any  ill  opinion  of  me,  nor  do  thou  have  a  suspicion 
i  then  thought  an  act  of  humanity,  from  what  is  no*ir 
told  ihee  of  David's  attempts  against  thee,  for  I  did  then  to 


^-1^ 


858 


ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS,     [book  vi. 


him  as  to  thy  friend  and  son-in-law,  and  captain  of  a  tkon^ 
sand,  and  not  as  to  tliine  adversary/* 

C.  When  the  high-priest  had  spoken  thus,  he  did  not 
persuade  Saul,  his  fear  was  so  prevalent,  that  be  could  not 
give  credit  to  an  apology  that  was  very  just.     So  be  com* 
manded  his  armed  men  that  stood  about  him  to  kill  him,  aiKi 
all  his  kindred  ;  but  as  they  durst  not  touch  the  high-prie»t, 
but  were  more  afraid  of  disobeying  God  than  the  king,  hi 
ordered  Doeg  the  Syrian  to  kill  them*     Accordingly,  he 
took  to  his  assistance  such  wicked  men  as  were  like  himself, 
and  slew  Ahimelecli  and  his  family,  which  were  in  all  thret 
hundred  and  eighty-five.     Saul  also  sent  to  Nob  *,  the  city 
of  the  priests,  and  slew  all  that  were  there^  without  spariag 
either  women  or  children,  or  any  other  age^  and  burnt  it; 
only  there  was  one  son  of  Ahinielech,  whose    name  wa* 
Abiathar,  wlio  escaped*     However,  these  things    cnme  to 
pass  as  God  had  roretold  to  Eli  the  high-priest,  when  he 
said,  that  his  posterity  should  be  destroyed/on  account  oi 
the  transgression  of  his  two  sons, 

"iJ  Now  this  king  Said,  by  perpetrating  so  barbarous  a 
crime,  and  murdering  the  whole  family  of  the  high-priestlj 
dignity,  by  having  no  pity  of  the  infants,  nor  reverence  fer 
the  aged,  and  by  overthrowing  the  city  which  God  had 
chosen  for  the  pr<)|ierty,  and  for  the  support,  of  the  priesta 
and  prophets  which  were  there,  and  had  ordained  as  this 
only  city  allotted  for  the  education  of  such  men,  girea  all  to 
understand  and  consider  the  disposition  of  men,  that  while 
they  are  private  persons,  and  in  a  low  condition,  because  it 
is  not  in  their  power  to  indulge  nature,  nor  to  venture  upon 
what  they  wish  for,  they  are  equitable  and  moderatei  and 


*  Thid  city  Nob  was  not  a  cily  aUoUeti  to  the  priests,  oor  Imd  the  propheli,  tbil 
we  know  oF,  atjy  purticuJar  cvUes  anolted  them.  It  seem*  the  tab«rnacle  ww  !>«• 
At  Nob,  and  probably  a  school  of  the  prophels  wat  here  aho.  U  iras  f»\\  trnt 
clays' journey  on  foot  from  Jeriisalem»  1  Sam.  jixi.  6.  The  numb«r  of  pticats  Iwat 
ilain  in  Josephu&  is  three  huDdrcd  and  cighty-iive,  and  but  cighty-bv«  \n  oar 
Hebrew  copies,  yet  are  ihey  three  hundred  and  five  in  the  Sepiuflcifil  •  T  piafe 
Jo»0phus'»  number,  the  Hebrew  having,  I  suppoic,  only  dropped  th^  ^.tkc 

other  the  tens,     l\m  city  Nub  seem*  to  have  been  the  chief,  or  p'  iljf. 

sent  of  the  family  of  IthaRiar.  which  here  perished  accoidiog  to  0».hj  ?  nuuci  tei* 
rible  ihreaienintfS  to  Eli,  1  Sam,  ii.  27—36;  iit,  U — 18.  Sec  chap.  ai».  f  t^. 
heteafter. 

'  This  sectioQ  contains  an  admirable  rKflection  of  JosepbuB^a  coQccfninf  lb 
gfoeral  wickedne»s  of  men  in  great  authority,  and  the  danger  they  are  io  of  rviert* 
ingthat  regaid  to  justice  and  humanity,  lo  divine  providence  and  the  fear  of  God, 
which  they  either  really  had,  or  pretended  to  have,  while  they  were  kn  a  Ipwff 
ccndition.  It  can  never  be  lou  often  perused  by  kinga  and  grtn-  -  -~-  iv 
lUuiQ  who  expect  to  obiHin  such  elevated  dignities  among  matikiii 
rftiectioi*s  of  our  Joseph us's,  Anticj,  li»  VII.  ch.  i.  sect.  6.  at  <' 

VIII,  ch.  X.  sect.  2.  at  the  beginning*     '^  h<^y  ^^^  to  the  like  (>>  oM 

WttQcti  of  A  gar's  prayer.  One  thing  liavc  I  lequiird  of  thee,  dco>  ■  n  J 

die  .  gtve  me  not  lichcs,  kbt  L  be  full,  and  deny  thee,  A»d  say.  \V  bit  ja  ibu  U^  ' 
I*rov.  xxji.  7,  n,  y. 
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pursue  nothing  but  what  is  just,  and  bend  their  whole  luinds 
ind  labours  that  way ;  when  it  is  that  they  have  this  belief 
ibout  God|  tlmt  he  is  present  to  all  the  actions  of  their 
lives,  and  that  he  does  not  only  see  the  aclions  that  are 
done,  but  clearly  knows  those  their  thtmgbts,  also  whence 
liose  actions  do  arise  :  but  when  once  they  are  advanced 
ato  power  and  authority,  then  they  put  oft*  all  such  notion^^ 
Eld,  as  if  they  were  no  other  than  actors  upon  a  theatre, 
khey  lay  aside  their  disguised  parts,  and  manners,  and  take 
up  boldness,  insolence,  and  a  contempt  of  both  huiiian  and 
iivine  laws,  and  this  at  a  tone  when  they  especially  stand  in 
^eed  of  piety  and  righteousness,  because  iht-y  are  then  most 
E»f  all  exposed  to  envy,  and  alt  they  think,  and  all  they  say, 
ire  in  the  view  of  all  men  ;  then  it  is  that  they  become  so 
]£olent  in  their  actions,  as  though  God  saw  them  no  longer, 
pr  were  afraid  of  them  because  of  their  power:  and  whatso- 
Br  it  is  that  they  either  are  afraid  of  by  the  rumours  they 
far,  or  they  hate  by  inclination,  or  they  love  without  reason, 
lie:se  seem  to  them  to  be  authentic,  and  hrm,  and  true,  and 
ing  both  to  men  and  to  God  ;  but  as  to  what  will  come 
after,  they  have  not  the  least  regard  to  it.  They  raise 
lose  to  honour  indeed  who  have  been  at  a  great  deal  of 
itns  for  them,  and  after  that  honour  they  envy  them  ;  and 
rhen  they  have  brought  them  into  Iiigh  dignity,  they  do 
[)t  only  (leprive  them  of  what  they  had  obtained,  but  also 
that  very  account  of  their  lives  also,  and  that  on  wicked 
ccusations,  and  such  as  on  account  of  their  extravagant 
lature  are  incredible*  They  also  punish  men  for  their 
ctions,  not  such  as  deserve  condemnation,  but  from  calum- 
M  and  accusations  without  examination  ;  and  thi«  extends 
not  only  to  such  as  deserve  to  be  punished,  but  to  as  many 
ibey  are  able  to  kill.  This  reflection  is  openly  confirmed 
ua  from  the  example  of  SjiuI,  the  son  of  Kish,  who  was 
the  first  king  who  reigned  after  our  aristocracy  and  govern- 
ment under  the  judges  were  over;  and  that  by  his  slaughter 
of  three  hundred  priests  and  prophets,  on  occasion  of  his 
BUspicion  about  Ahimeiech,  and  by  the  additional  wicked* 
tiess  of  the  overttirow  of  their  city,  and  this  as  if  he  were 
endeavouring  in  some  sort  to  render  the  temple  [tabernacle] 
destitute,  both  of  priests  and  prophets,  which  endeavour  he 

i bowed  by  slaying  so  many  of  tliem,  and  not  suftering  the 
ery  city  belonging  to  tliem  to  remain,  that  so  others  might 
mcceed  thein. 
8.  But  Abiathar,  the  son  of  Ahimeiech,  who  alone  could 
>e  saved  out  of  the  family  of  priests  slain  by  Saul»  fled  to 
[)avid,  and  informed  him  of  the  calamity  that  had  befallen 
heir  family,  and  of  the  slaughter  of  his  father:  who  here- 
iipon  said,  *'  He  was  not  unapprised  of  what  would  follow 
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with  relation  to  them  when  he  saw  Doeg  there ;  for  be  htA 


then  a  suspicion  that  the  high-priest  would  be  fatM  ' 
hy  him  to  the  king,  and  he  blamed  himself  as  1 
the  cause  of  this  misfortune/'  But  he  desired  i*uii  tu 
there*  and  abide  with  him,  as  in  a  place  where  he  migl 
better  concealed  than  any  where  else. 


isedij 


CHAPTER  XIIL 

How  Datidf  when  he  had  twice  the  opportunity  of  tiffing 
Saul,  did  not  kill  him.  Also  concern irt^^  the  death  of 
Samuel  and  NabaL 

§  1«  About  this  time  it  was  that  David  heard  how  the  Phi- 
listines had  made  an  inroad  into  the  country  of  Keilah,  und 
robbed  it;  so  he  offered  himself  to  fight  against  theiti,  if 
God,  when  he  should  be  consulted  by  the  prophet,  would 
grant  him  the  victory.  And  when  the  prophet  said,  tli>t 
God  gave  a  signal  of  victory,  he  made  a  sudden  onset  m 
the  Phihstines  with  his  companions,  and  he  shed  a  great 
deal  of  blood,  and  carried  off*  their  prey,  and  staid  with  the 
inhabitants  of  Keilah  till  they  had  securely  gathered  in  their 
corn  and  their  fruits.  However,  it  was  told  Saul  the  king 
that  David  was  with  the  men  of  Keilah,  for  what  had  be^n 
done,  and  the  great  success  that  had  attended  him,  were 
not  confined  among  the  people  where  the  things  were  doaCi 
but  the  fame  of  it  went  all  abroad,  and  came  to  the  hearing 
of  others,  and  both  the  fact  as  it  stood,  and  the  author  of 
the  fact,  were  carried  to  tlie  kings  ears.  Then  w*as  Saul 
ghid  when  he  heard  David  was  in  Keilah ;  and  he  s&ld, 
**  God  hatli  now  pot  him  into  my  hands,  »ince  he  hath  oli- 
Hged  him  to  come  into  a  city  that  bath  walls,  and  gates,  luiJ 
bars  ;'*  so  he  commanded  all  the  people  to  set  upon  Keilah 
suddenly,  and,  when  they  had  besieged  and  taken  it,  to  kill 
David.  But  when  David  perceived  this,  and  learned  af 
God,  that  if  he  staid  there  the  men  of  Keilah  would  deliver 
him  op  to  Saul,  he  took  his  four  hundred  men  and  retired 
into  a  desert  th-rt  was  over-against  a  city  called  Engedi.  So 
that  when  the  king  heard  he  was  fled  away  from  the  men  of 
Keilah,  he  left  olfhis  expedition  against  him. 

^.  Then  David  removed  thence,  and  came  to  a  certain 
place  called  the  New  Place,  belonging  to  Ziph  ;  where 
Jonathan,  the  sou  of  Saul,  came  to  him,  and  saluted  himi 
and  exhorted  him  to  be  of  good  courage,  and  to  hope  well 
as  to  his  condition  hereafter,  and  not  to  despond  at  hh 
present  circumstances,  for  that  he  should  be  king,  and  ha^e 
all  the  forces  of  the  Hebrews  under  him ;  he  told  him,  that 
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Bch  happiness  uses  to  come  with  great  labour  and  pains : 

key  also  took  oaths,  that  they  would,  all  their  lives  long, 

sntinue  in  good-will  and  fidehty  one  to  another ;  and  he 

bA  Cjod  to  witness,  as  to  what  execrations  he  had  made 

himself,   if  he   should   transgress   his   covenant,   and 

should  change  to  a  contrary  behaviour*     So  Jonathan  left 

iiim  there,  having  rendered  his  cares  and  fears  somewhat 
Ighter,  and  returned  home.  Now  the  men  of  Ziph,  to 
Ratify  Saul,  informed  him  that  David  abode  with  them,  and 
assured  him]  that  if  he  would  come  to  them,  they  would 
(eliver  him  up,  so  that  if  the  king  could  seixe  on  the  straits 
tf  Ziph,  David  coidd  not  escape  to  any  other  people*  So 
the  king  commended  them,  and  confessed  that  he  had  reason 

K  thank  tl»em,  because  they  hud  given  him  information  of 
s  enemy;  and  he  promised  them,  that  it  should  not  he 
ng  ere  he  would  requite  their  kindness.    He  also  sent  men 
to  seek  for  David,  and  to  search  the  wilderness  wherein  he 
was ;  and  he  promised,  that  he  himself  would  follow  them* 
Accordingly  they  went  before  the  king,  to  hunt  for  and  to 
tch  David,  and  used  endeavours  not  only  to  show  their 
[ood-will  to  Saul,  by  informing  him  where  his  enemy  waSj 
ut  to  evidence  the  same  more  plainly  by  delivering  him  up 
L^ifitu  his  power*     But  these  men  f^tiled  of  those  their  unjust 
^ftnd  wicked  desires,  who,  while  they  underwent  no  hazard 
^H>y  not  discovering  such   an  ambition   of  revealing  this  to 
^Pfiaul,  yet  did  they  falsely  accuse  and  promise  to  deliver  up 
a  man  beloved  of  God,  and  one  that  was  unjustly  sought 
after  to  be  put  to  death,  and  one  that  might  otherwise  have 
lain  concealed,  and  this  out  of  flattery,  and  expectation  of 
^Hain  from  the  king;  for  wlien  David,  was  apprised  of  the 
^Hbalignant  intention  of  the  men  of  Ziph,  and  of  the  approach 
^Hof  Saul,  he  left  the  straits  of  that  cotmtry,  and  fled  to  the 
^rj^eat  rock  that  was  in  the  wilderness  of  Maon, 

3*  Hereupon  Saul  made  haste  to  pursue  him  thither;  for, 
^^s  he  was  marching,  he  learned  that  David  had  gone  away 
^Hfrom  the  straits  of  Ziph,  and  Saul  removed  to  the  other 
^Hup  of  the  rock.  But  the  report  that  the  Philist'mes  had 
^HHBn  made  an  incursion  into  the  country  of  the  Hebrews 
^called  Saul  another  way  from  ihe  pursuit  of  David,  when 
he  was  ready  to  he  caught ;  for  he  returned  back  again  to 
opp<)se  those  Philistines,  who  were  naturally  their  enemies, 
m»  judging  it  more  necessary  to  avenge  himself  of  them,  than 
to  take  a  great  deal  of  pains  to  catch  an  enemy  of  his  own, 
and  to  overlook  the  ravage  that  was  made  in  the  land. 

4,  And  by  this  means  David  unexpectedly  escaped  out  of 
the  danger  he  was  in,  and  came  to  the  straits  of  Engedi, 
And  when  Saul  had  driven  the  Philistines  out  of  the  land, 
there  came  some  messengers  who  told  him  that  David  abode 
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within  the  bounds  of  Engedi:  so  he  took  thr^e  thow 
^    chosen  men  that  were  armed,  and  made  haste  to  him;  and 
r    when  he  was  not  far  from  those  places,  he  saw  a  deep  and 
hollow  cave  hy  the  way-side,  it  was  open  to  a  great  feagtit 
and   breadth^   and   there   it  was   that  David  with   liis  loiii 
hundred   men  were   concealed.     When  therefore    he   had 
occasion  to  ease  nature,  he  entered  into  it  by  himself  alone  l 
and,  being  seen  by  one  of  David's  companions,  and  he  th 
saw  him  saying  to  him,   that  he   had  now,  by  God*s  prcH' 
vidence,  an  opportunity  of  avenging  himself  of  his  adversary; 
and  advising  him  to  cut  off  hts  head,  and  so  deliver  htm^elf^ 
out  of  that  tedious  wundering  condition,  and  the  difitress  he 
was  in,  he  rose  up  and  only  cut  oft*  the  skirt  of  that  garment 
which  Saul  had  on.     But  he  soon  repented  of  what  he  had 
done :  and  said,  it  was  not  right  to  kill  him  that  w&s  hk 
master,   and  one  whom    God   had   thought  worthy  of  the 
kingdom  :   *'  for  that  although  he  were  wickedly  disposed 
towards  us,  yet  does  it  not  behove  me  to  be   so  dii^pofted 
towards  him/'     But  when  Saul  had  left  the  ciive,  David 
came  near  and  cried  out  aloud,  and  desired  Saul  to  bear 
him  ;  whereupon  the  king  turned  his  face  back,  and  David, 
I    according  to  custom,  fell  down  on  his  face  before  the  kiag, 
and  bowed  to  him;  and  said,  "O   king^  thou  oughtest  not 
to  hearken  to  wicked  men,  nor  to  such  as  forge  e^himnief, 
nor  to  gratify  them  so  far  as  to  beheve  what  they  say,  nor 
to  entertain  suspicions  of  such  as  are  your  best  friends,  but 
I    to  judge  of  the  disposition  of  all  men  by  their  actions;  foe 
calumny  deludes  men,  but  men  s  own  actions  are  a  ekar 
demonstration  of  their  kindness.     Words  indeed,  in  tfadr 
own  nature,  may  be  either  true  or  false,  but  men's  acliom 
expose   their  intentions   nakedly  to   our  view.     By  these, 
therefore,  it  will  be  well  for  thee  to  believe  me,  as  to  my 
regard  to  thee  and  to  thy  house,  and  not  to  believe  tho^c 
that  frame  such  accusations  against  me  as  never  came  into 
my  mind,  nor  are  possible  to  be  executed,  and  do  this  further 
I   by  pursuing  after  my  life,  and  have  no  concern  either  day 
or  night,  but  how  to  compass  my  life  and  to  murder  me, 
which  thing  I    think  thou  dost   unjustly  prosecute,     Foi 
how  comes   it  about,  that   thou  hast  embraced    tlua  false 
I   opinion  about  me,  as  if  I  had  a  desire  to  kill  thee  t  or  hem 
I  canst  thou  escape  the  crime  of  impiety  towards  God,  when 
thou  wishest  thou  couldest  kill,  and  deemest  thine  adversurtt 
a  man  who  had  it  in  his  power  this  day  to  avenge  lumselfi 
and  to  punish  thee,  but  would  not  do  it?  nor  make  use  of 
such   an  opportunity,   which   if  it  had   fallen  out   to  tbc« 
I  against  me,  thou  hadst  not  let  it  slip,  for  when  I  cut  ofFtiie 
skirt  of  thy  garment,  I  could  ha%*e  done  the  same  to  thf 
head."     So  he  showed  him  the  piece  of  his  gartnettt,  and 
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fereby  made  him  agree  to  what  he  said  to  be  true;  and 
ied,  '*],  for  certain,  have  abstained  from  taking  a  just 
tenge  upon  thee,  yet  art  thou  not  ashamed  to  prosecute 
fwith  unjust  hatred'*     May  God  do  juf^tice,  and  determine 
[)Ut  eaclj  of  our  dispositions."     But  Saul  was  amazed  at 
strange  delivery  he  had  received ;   and,  being  greatly 
a^KfCted  with  the  moderation  and  the  disposition  of  the  young 
I,  he  groaned  :  and  wlien  David  had  done  the  same,  the 
Elg  answered  that  he  had  the  justest  occasion  to  groan, 
^or  thou  hast  been  the  author  of  good  to  me,  as  1  have 
m  the  author  of  caUiniity  to  thee.    And  thou  hast  demon- 
iitcd  this  day,  that  thou  possessest  the  righteousness  of 
itncients,  who  determined  that  men  ought  to  save  their 
Bmies  though  they  caught  tliem  in  a  desert  place.     I  am 
persuaded   that  God  reserves    the  kinLjdom  fur  thee, 
that  thou  wilt  obtain  the  dominion  overall  the  Hebrews, 
|ve  me  then  assurances  upon  oath,  that  thou  wih  not  root 
my  family,  nor,  out  of  remembrance  of  what  evil  I  have 
kne  thee,  destroy  my  posterity,  but  save  and  preserve  my 
jse."     So  David  sware  as  he  desired,  and  sent  buck  Saul 
Mils  own  kingdom ;  hut  he,  and  those  that  were  with  him, 
Btit  up  the  straits  of  IVIjisthercjth. 

About  this  time  Samuel  the  prophet  died.     He  was  a 
whom   the    Hebrews    honoured    in   an    extraordinary 
jree ;   for  that  lamentation  which   the  people   made  for 
1,  and  this  during  a  long  time,  manifested  his  virtue^  and 
attection  which  the  people  bore  for  him ;  as  also  did  the 
?innity   and   concern   that   appeared   about   his  funeral, 
about  the  complete  observation  of  all  his  funeral  rites* 
key  buried  him  in  his  own  city  Ramidi ;  and  wept  for  him 
\fety  great  number  of  days,  not  looking  on  it  as  a  sorrow 
the  death  of  another  man,  but  as  that  in  which  they 
re  every  one  themselves  concerned.     He  was  a  righteous 
in,  and  gentle  in  his  nature ;  and  on  that  account  he  was 
ry  dear  to  God,     Now  he  governed  and  presided  over 
people  alone,  after  the  death  of  Eli  the  high-priest 
jIvc  years,   and   eighteen  years   together  wuth   Saul  the 
king.     And  thus  we  have  finislied  the  iiistory  of  Samuel* 

(i.  There  was  a  man  that  was  a  Ziphite,  of  the  city  of 
Maon,  who  was  richt  and  had  a  vast  number  of  cattle;  for 

»fed  a  flock  of  three  thousand  sheep,  and  another  flock 
a  thousand  goats*  Now  David  had  charged  his  associates 
to  keep  these  flocks  without  hurt  and  without  <lamage,  and 
to  do  them  no  mischief,  neither  out  of  covetousness,  nor 

'    t^e  in  David's  speecli  to  Saul,  as  set  down  in  Josepkus,  that  he  had 
h'  Ti  just  revenge,  puts  ine  in  mind  uf  tlie  like  words  ta  the  ApoBlotical 

to..^ w>j^,  U*  Vll,  ch.  lu  that  Hevengd  is  tiol  evil,  but  that  patience  is  mote 
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because  they  were  in  want,  nor  because  they  were  in  ihi 
wilderness,  and  so  could  not  easily  be  discovered,  but  id 
esteem  freedom  from  injustice  above  all  other  motives,  am 
to  look  upon  the  touching  of  what  belonged  to  another 
as  a  horrible  crime,  and  contrary  to  the^iill  of  God,  Thi 
were  the  instructions  he  gave,  thinking  that  the  favours 
granted  this  rnan  were  granted  to  a  good  man,  and  oi 
that  deserved  to  Iiave  such  care  taken  uf  his  affairs^  TUl 
man  was  Nahal,  for  that  was  his  name  ;  a  harsh  man,  ani 
of  a  very  wicked  life,  being  like  a  cynic  in  the  course  of  hii 
behaviour,  bnt  still  had  obtained  for  his  wife  a  woman  of 
good  cliaracter,  wise  and  handsome.  To  this  Nubal,  there- 
fore, David  sent  ten  men  of  his  attendants  at  the  time 
when  he  sheared  his  sheep,  and  by  them  saluted  him;  and 
also  wished  he  miglit  do  what  he  now  did  for  many  yeais  to 
come,  but  desired  him  to  make  him  a  present  of  what  be 
was  able  to  give  him»  since  he  bad,  to  be  sure,  learned  from 
his  shepherds,  that  he  bad  done  them  no  injury,  but  haJ 
been  their  guardian  a  long  time  together,  while  we  continued 
in  the  wilderness;  and  he  assured  him  be  should  never 
repent  of  giving  any  thing  to  David,  W  hen  the  messenger* 
had  carried  this  message  to  Nabal,  he  accosted  them  after 
an  inhuman  and  rough  manner;  for  he  asked  them,  who 
David  was  :  and  when  be  beard  that  he  was  the  son  of 
Jesse,  '*  Now^  is  the  time,"  said  he,  **  that  fugitives  grow 
insolent*  and  make  a  figure,  and  leave  their  masters,"' 
When  they  told  David  this,  be  was  wroth;  and  commanded 
four  hundred  armed  men  to  follow  him,  and  left  two  hun- 
dred to  take  care  of  the  stutT  (for  be  had  already  six 
hundred"),  and  went  against  Nabal:  he  also  swore  that  he 
would  that  niglit  utterly  destroy  the  whole  house  and  pcwK 
sessions  of  Nabal;  for  that  he  was  grieved,  not  only  that 
he  had  proved  imgrateful  to  them,  without  making  any 
return  for  the  humanity  they  had  showed  him,  but  that  be 
had  also  reproaclied  thenr,  and  used  ill  language  to  them, 
when  he  had  received  no  cause  of  disgust  from  them* 

7.  Hereupon  one  of  those  that  kept  the  flocks  of  Nabfll, 
said  to  his  mistress,  NabaKs  wife,  that  **  when  David  sent 
to  her  husband  lie  had  received  no  civil  answer  at  all  froin 
him,  but  that  her  husband  had  moreover  adtled  very  re- 
proachful language,  while  yet  David  had  taken  extraor- 
dinary care  to  keep  his  flocks  from  harm,  and  that  what 

»  The  number  of  men  that  came  first  to  David, ure  distinctly  in  Jo^^phiis  toAti. 
our  common  copies,  but  four  hundred.  When  he  was  at  Keilab  atilJ  but  fouihon' 
dredt  both  in  Joi^ephus  and  in  the  LXXll,  but  six  hundred  in  our  Hebrew  c^mn, 
1  Sam. 'xxiii.  13;  see  xxjt,  9,  10.  Now  the  six  hundred  there  mentioned  arcW 
intimated  by  Jo«iephus  to  have  been  »o  many,o[il^  by  an  ungmenyitioQ  of  twg  Hiio* 
drcd  afterward,  which  I  suppose  Is  the  true  solulioo  of  ihii  seerotDg  diMgrettziciU« 
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d  passed  would  prove  very  pernicious  to  liis  master." 
lien  the  servant  had  said  this,  Abigail,  ior  that  was  his 
wife**  name,  saddled  her  asses,  and  loaded  them  with  all 
^nrts  of  presents;  and  without  telling  her  hnsbatid  any 
tiling  of  what  she  was  about  (for  he  was  not  sensible  on 
ccount  of  his  drunkenness),  she  went  to  David.  She  waa 
ben  met  by  David  as  she  was  descending  a  hill,  who  was 
ding  against  Nabal  with  four  hundred  men.  When  the 
roman  saw  David,  she  leaped  down  from  her  ass,  and  fell 
pn  her  face,  and  bowed  down  to  the  ground  \  and  entreated 
bim  not  to  bear  in  mind  the  words  of  Nabal,  since  he  knew 
that  he  resembled   his  name  ;   now  Nabal   in  the  Hebrew 

Kmgue  signifies  folly,     80  she  made  her  apolotry,  that  she 
id  not  see  the  messengers  whom  he  sent :  **  Forgive  me, 
therefore/'  said  she,  **  and  thank  God  who  hath  hindered 
jee  from  shedding   human   blood ;    for   so  long  as  thou 
?pe8t  thyself  innocent*  he  will   avenge  thee  of  wicked 
i^j  for  what  miseries  await  Nabal,  they  will  fall  upon  the 
"  1  of  thine  enemies.     Be  thou  gracious  to  me,  and  think 
so  far  worthy  as  to  accept  these  presents  from  me;  and 
of  regard  to  me,  remit  that  wrath  and  that  anger  which 
lou  hast  against  my  husband  and  his  house,  for  mildness 
nd  humanity  become  thee,  especially  as  thou  art  to  be  our 
sn^.**    Accordingly  David  accepted  I*er  presents,  and  said, 
'Nay,  but  C)  woman,  it  was  no  other  than  God's  mercy 
ihich  brought  thee  to  us  to-day,  for  otherwise  thou  hadst 
not  seen  another  day,  1  having  sworn  to  destroy  Nabal's 
>ase  this  very  night  %  and  to  leave  alive  not  one  of  you 
who  belonged   to   a  man  that  was  wicked  and   ungrateful 
me^  and  my  companions;  but  now  hast  thou  prevented 
le*  and  mollitied  my  anger,  as  being  thyself  under  the  care 
^  God's  providence:   but  as  for   Nabal,  although  for  thy 
_ke  he  now  escape  punishment,  he  will  not  always  avoid 
istice,  for  his  evil  conduct  on  some  other  occasion  will  be 
in." 


*  Tn  »hia  tnd  the  two  next  sections,  we  may  perceive  how  Josephui,  nay,  how 

Alyi|^il  her^eir^  would  understand ,  the  •*  not  avenging  ourselves,  but  heaping  cotI» 
Tfiw  00  the  head  of  ihe  injurious/*  Prov.  jtxv.  22  \  Rom,  xii,  20  ;  not  a*^  we  coin- 
Hptily  do  DOW,  of  mehing  them  into  kindness,  buc  of  leaving  them  to  ihe  judgment 
f  Godi  "  to  whom  vengeiince  belongeth/'  Deut*xxxii.  35;  Psal.  iiciv,  t  ;  Meb.  x. 
Di  ind  who  will  take  vengeance  on  the  wicked.  And  lince  all  God't;  judgtnents 
W  jwt«  ind  ftll  fit  to  be  executed,  and  ill  at  length  tor  good  of  the  persons  punished, 

Itticline  jo  think  Ihat  to  be  the  meaning  of  this  phrase  of  **  heaping  coals  of  fire  od 

Vii  beads." 
«  W«  may  note  here,  that  how  sacred  soever  an  oath  was  esteemed  among  the 
licple  of  God  ia  old  times^  they  did  not  think  ii  obligatory  where  the  action  waa 

painty  unlawful.     For  so  we  see  it  was  in  this  of  David'  who  although  he  had 

«wurn  to  ilesifoy  Nabal  and  bi^  family,  yet  does  be  here»  and  I  Sam.  xnv.  32.  33. 

34.  bless  God  for  preveniiog  bis  keeping  this  oath,  and  from  ^^hedding  of  bloody  as 

He  hAtI  sworti  to  do. 
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8.  When  David  had  gaid  this  he  disiuissed  the  woman* 
But  when  she  came  home  and  found  her  husband  feasting 
with  a  great  company,  and  oppressed  with  wine,  she  8«id 
nothing  to  him  then  about  what  had  happened,  but  on  the 
next  day,  when  he  was  sober,  she  told  him  all  the  particuUrj, 
and  made  his  whole  hody  to  appear  hke  that  of  a  dead  man 
by  her  words,  and  by  that  grief  which  arose  from  them ;  8Q 
Nabal  survived  ten  days,  and  no  more^  and  then  died.     And 
when  David  heard  of  his  death,  he  said,  that  **  Gc^d  had  justly 
avenged  him  of  this  man,  for  that  Nabal  had  died  by  his  own 
wickedness,  and  had  suffered  punishment  on  bis  account, 
while  he  had  kept  his  own  hands  clean."     At  which  time  he 
understood  that  the  wicked  are  prosecuted  by  God  ;    tbat 
he  does  not  overlook  any  man,  but  bestows  on  the  good  what 
is  suitable  to  them,  and  inflicts  a  deserved  punistujienl  m 
the  wicked.     So  he  sent  to  Nabars  wife,  and  invited  her  to 
come  to  him,  to  live  with  him,  and  to  be  his  wife.     Where- 
upon she  replied  to  those  that  came,  that  she  was  not  worthy 
to  touch  his  feet ;  however,  slie  came  with  all  her  servant*, 
and  became  his  wife,  having  received  that  honour  on  ftcooiiut 
of  her  wise  and  righteous  course  of  life.     She  also  obtained 
the  same  hoi^onr  partly  on  account  of  her  beauty,     Now 
David  had  a  wife  before,  which  he  married  from  the  city 
Abesar;  for  as  to  MichaU  the  daughter  of  king  Sank  who 
had  been  David's  wife,  her  father  had  given  her  »^e 
to  Phalti,  the  son  of  Laish,  who  was  of  the  city  < 

9.  After  this  came  certain  of  the  Ziphrtes,  and  told  Saul, 
that  David  was  come  again  unto  their  country,  and,  if  h« 
would  afford  them  his  assistance,  they  could  catch  hiw.  So 
he  came  to  them  with  three  thousand  armed  men;  and  upon 
the  approach  of  night,  he  pitched  his  camp  at  a  certain  place 
called  Ilachilah.  But  when  David  heard  that  Saul  was 
coming  against  him,  he  sent  spies,  and  bid  them  let  him  know 
to  what  place  of  the  country  Saul  was  already  come;  and 
when  they  told  him  he  was  at  Hachilah,  he  concealed  111* 
going  away  from  his  own  companions,  and  came  to  Saul's 
camp,  having  taken  with  him  Abishai,  his  sister  ZeruiaVf 
son,  and  Ahimelech  the  Hittite.  Now  Saul  was  asleep  ;  wwl 
the  armed  men,  with  Abner  their  commander,  lay  round 
about  him  in  a  circle.  Hereupon  David  entered  into  the 
king  s  tent,  but  he  did  neither  kill  Saul,  though  he  knew 
where  he  lay,  by  the  spear  that  was  stuck  down  by  him,  nor 
did  he  give  leave  to  Abishai,  who  woidd  have  killed  him,  and 
was  earnestly  bent  upon  it  so  to  do:  for  he  said,  "It  was  a 
horrid  crime  to  kill  one  that  was  ordained  king  by  God,  al- 
though he  was  a  wicked  man ;  for  that  he  who  gave  htm  the 
dominion,  would  in  time  inflict  punishment  upon  him/*  So 
lie  restrained  his  eagerness :  but  that  it  might  appear  tohtfe 
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been  in  bis  power  to  have  killed  Iilni  when  he  refrained  from 
it,  he  Uiok  his  spear,  and  the  cruse  of  water  which  stood  by 
Saul  as  he  lay  asleep,  without  being  perceived  by  any  of  the 

Eip,  who  were  all  asleep,  and  went  securely  aivay,  having 
formed  every  thing  among  the  king's  attendants  that  the 
►orttinity  aflbrded,  and  his  boldness  encouraged  him  to  do. 
when  he  had  passed  over  a  brook ♦  and  was  gotten  up  to 
Ae  top  of  a  hill,  whence  he  might  be  sufficiently  heard,  he 
cried  aloud  to  SauPs  soldiers,  and  to  Ahner  their  commander, 
■id  awaked  them  out  of  their  sleep^  and  called  both  to  bim 
Kd  to  the  people.  Hereupon  the  commander  heard  him, 
Md  asked  who  it  was  that  called  him.  To  whom  David 
replied,  *'  It  is  I,  the  son  of  Jesse,  whom  yoii  make  a  vaga- 
bond. But  what  is  the  matter?  Dost  thou  that  art  a  man 
of  80  great  dignity,  and  of  the  first  rank  in  the  king's  coiirl, 
Ite  80  little  care  of  thy  master's  body  ?  and  is  slee|>  of  more 
resequence  to  thee  than  his  preservation,  and  thy  care  of 
»?  This  negligence  of  yours  deserves  death,  and  punisb- 
tut  to  be  inflicted  on  you,  who  never  perceived,  when,  a 
Jttle  while  ago,  some  of  us  entered  into  your  camp,  nay,  as 
far  as  to  the  king  himself,  and  to  all  the  rest  of  you.  If  thou 
look  for  the  king's  spear,  and  his  cruse  of  water,  thou  wilt 

ttm  that  a  mighty  misfortune  was  ready  to  overtake  you  in 
or  camp  without  your  knowing  of  it."  Now,  when  Saul 
ew  David's  voice,  and  understood,  that  when  he  had  bim 
in  bis  power  while  he  was  asleep,  and  his  guards  took  no 
care  of  him,  yet  did  not  he  kill  bim,  but  spared  him,  wdien 
ih^  might  justly  have  cut  him  off,  he  said,  that  **  he  owed  bim 
inks  for  his  preservation  ;  and  exhorted  him  to  be  of  good 
iroge,  and  not  be  afraid  of  suflering  any  mi.^cbief  from 
any  more,  and  to  return  to  bis  own  borne,  for  he  was  now 
rsuaded  tlmt  he  did  not  love  himself  so  well  as  he  was  be- 
rcd  by  bim:  that  he  had  driven  away  bim  that  could  guard 
1,  and  had  given  many  demonstrations  of  his  good-will  to 
i:  that  be  had  forced  him  to  live  so  long  in  a  state  of 
inisbment,  and  in  great  fears  of  his  life,  destitute  of  his 
ends  and  his  kindred,  while  still  he  was  often  saved  hy 
and  frequently  received  his  life  again  when  it  was 
idently  in  danger  of  perishing."  So  David  bid  them  send 
ibe  spear  and  the  cruse  of  water,  and  take  them  back; 
ling  this  withal,  that  **God  would  be  the  judge  of  both 
&ir  dispositions,  and  of  the  actions  that  flowed  from  the 
?,  who  knows  that  when  it  was  this  day  in  my  power  to 
killed  thee  I  abstained  from  it," 
10-  Thus  Saul  having  escaped  the  bands  of  David  twice, 
went  his  way  to  his  royal  palace,  and  his  own  city :  but 
ivid  was  afraid,  that  if  he  staid  there  be  should  be  caught 
'  Saul,  so  be  tbouglit  it  better  to  go  up  into  the  land  of  the 
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Philistines  aiid  abide  there.  Accordingly  he  came  with 
six  hundred  men  that  were  with  him  to  Achkh,  the  king 
Gath,  which  was  one  of  their  live  cities.  Now  the  king  re- 
ceived both  him  and  his  men»  and  gave  them  a  place  to  in 
habit  in*  He  had  with  him  also  his  two  wives,  Ahinoam  a 
Abigail,  and  he  dwelt  in  Gath.  But  when  Saul  heard  this, 
he  took  no  further  care  about  sending  to  him,  or  going  aftei 
him,  because  he  had  been  twice  in  a  manner  caught  by  him,- 
while  he  was  himself  endeavouring  to  catch  him.  However, 
David  had  no  mind  to  continue  in  the  city  of  Gath«  bufr 
desired  the  king,  that  since  he  had  received  him  with  such 
huniauit)^  that  he  would  grant  him  another  favour,  and  be- 
stow upon  him  some  place  of  that  country  for  his  habitation* 
for  he  was  ashamed,  by  living  in  the  city,  to  be  grievous  and 
burdensome  to  him.  80  Aehish  gave  him  a  certain  viltt^e 
called  Ziklag;  which  place  David  and  his  sons  were  fond  of 
%vhen  he  was  king,  and  reckoned  it  to  be  their  peculiar 
inheritance.  But  about  those  matters  we  shall  give  the 
reader  further  information  elsewhere.  Now  the  time  that 
David  dwelt  in  Ziklag,  in  the  land  of  the  Philistines,  was  four 
months  and  twenty  days.  And  now  he  privately  attacked 
those  Geshurites  and  Amalekites  that  were  neighbours  to 
the  Philistines,  and  laid  waste  their  country,  and  took  much 
prey  of  their  beasts  and  camels,  and  then  returned  home; 
but  David  abstained  from  the  men,  as  fearing  they  should 
discover  him  to  king  Aehish,  yet  did  he  send  part  of  the  prey 
to  him  as  a  free  gift.  And  when  the  king  inquired  Mtiom 
they  had  attacked  when  they  brought  away  the  prey,  he 
said,  those  that  lay  on  the  south  of  the  Jews,  and  inhahitecl 
in  the  plain ;  whereby  he  persuaded  Aehish  to  approve  of 
what  he  had  done,  for  he  hoped  that  David  had  fought 
against  his  own  nation,  and  that  now  he  should  have  him 
for  his  servant  all  his  life  long,  and  that  he  would  stay  in  his 
country. 


CHAPTER  XIV- 

How  SnuL  upon  Gotfs  not  answering  him  concerning^ 
Jighi  with  the  Philistines,  desired  a  necromantic  u^omc 
raise  up  the  soul  of  Samuel  to  him  ;  and  how  he  died^  with 
his  sonSf  vpon  the  orer throw  of  the  Hebrews  in  battle, 

§  I,  About  the  same  time  the  Philistines  resolved  to  make" 
war  against  the  Israelites,  and  sent  to  all  their  confederates! 
that  they  would  go  along  with  them  to  the  war  to  Heggaii* 
[near  the  city  Sliunem,]  whence  they  might  gather  tbem-j 
selves  together,  and  suddenly  attack  the  Hebrews.     Thcn^ 


^ 
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Hi  Achish,  the  king  of  Gath,  tlesire  David  to  assist  them 
Bth  his  armed  men  against  the  Hebrews.  This  he  readily 
pfciniised ;  and  said  tliat  the  time  was  now  come  wherein  he 
might  requite  him  for  his  kindness  and  hospitality :  so  the 
king  promised  to  make  him  the  keeper  of  his  body  after  the 
Tictory,  supposing  that  the  battle  with  the  enemy  succeeded 
ta  their  mind;  wliich  promise  of  honour  and  confidence  he 
miule  on  purpose  to  increase  his  zeal  for  his  service. 

^^  Now  Saul,  the  king  of  the  Hebrews,  had  cast  out  of 
country  the  fortune-tellers,  and  the  necromancers,  and 
such  as  exercised  the  like  arts,  excepting  the  prophets* 
It  when  he  heard  that  the  Philistines  were  already  come, 
'  had  pitched  their  camp  near  the  city  Shunem,  situate  in 
plain,  he  made  haste  to  oppose  them  with  his  forces; 
III  when  he  was  come  to  a  certain  mountain  called  Gilboa, 
pitched  his  camp  over*against  the  enemy  ;  but  when  he 
the  enemy's  army  he  was  greatly  troubled,  because  it 
peared  to  him  to  be  numerous,  and  soperior  to  his  own; 
he  inquired  of  God  by  the  prophets   concerning    the 
|tle,  that  he  might  know  beforehand  what  would  be  the 
Bnt  of  it.     And  when  God  did  not  answer  him,  Saul  was 
Jer  a  still  greater  dread,  and  his  courage  fell,  foreseeing^ 
rns  but  reasonable  to  suppose,  that  mischief  would  befall 
now  God  was  not  there  to  assist  him  ;    yet    did   he 
his  servants  to  inquire  out  for  him  some  woman  that  was 
Becromancer,  and  called  up  the  souls  of  the  dead,  that  so 
f»e  might  know  whether  his  affairs  would  succeed  to   his 
sdnd  ;  for  this  sort  of  necromantic   women   that  bring  up 
gouls  of  the  dead,  do  by  them  foretell  future  events  to 
eh  aa  de&ire  them.     And  one  of  his  servants  told  him,  that 
was  such  a  woman  in  the  city  End  or,  but  was  known 
^nobody  in  the  camp ;  hereupon  Saul  put  off  his  royal 
irel,  and  took  two  of  those  bis  servants  with  him,  whom 
[knew  to  be  most  faithful  to  him,  and  came  to  Endor  to 
woman,  and  entreated  her  to  act  the  part  of  a  fortune- 
Jet,  and  to  bring  up  such  a  soul  to  him  as  he  should  name 
[her.     But  when  the  woman  opposed  his  motion,  and  said, 
^be  did  not  despise  the  khig,  %vho  had  banished  this  sort 
fortune-tellers,  and  that  he  did  not  do  well  himself,  when 
had  done  him  no  harm,  to  endeavour  to  lay  a  snare  for 
and  to  discover  that  she  exercised  a  forbidden  art,  in 
^r  to  procure  her  to  be  punished  ;''  he  suare  that  nobody 
luld  kno%v  what  she  did  ;  and  that  he  would  not  tell  any 
else  what  she  foretold,  but  that  she   should   incur   no 
|er.     As  soon  as  he  had  induced  her  by  this  oath   to 
no  harm,  he  bid  her  bring  up  to  him  the  sDul  of  Samuel, 
She  not  knowing  who  Samuel  was,  called  him  out  of  Hades. 
fie  appeared,  and  the  woman  saw  one  that  was  vener* 
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able,  and  of  a  divine  form,  she  was  in  disorder ;  and,  being 
astonished  at  the  sight,  she  said,  ''Art  not  thou  king  SaulT' 
for  Samuel  had  informed  her  who  he  was.     When  he  bad 
owned  that  to  be  true,  and  had  asked  her  whence  her  dis- 
order arose,  she  said,  that  "  she  saw  a  certain  person  as- 
cend, who  in  his  form  was  like  to  a  god."     And  when  he 
bid  her  tell  him  what  he  resembled,  in  what  habit  he  ap- 
peared, and  of  what  age  he  was,  she  told  him,  "he  was  an 
old  man  already,  and  of  a  glorious  personage,  and  had  on  a 
sacerdotal  mantle.*'     So  the  king  discovered  by  these  signs 
that  he  was  Samuel ;  and  he  fell  down  upon  the  ground, 
and  saluted,  and  worshipped  him.     And  when  the  soul  of 
Samuel  asked  him,  why  he  had  disturbed  him,  and  caused 
him  to  be  brought  up,  he  lamented  the  necessity  he  wis 
under ;  for  he  said,  that  his  **  enemies  pressed  heavily  upoo 
him  :  that  he  was  in  distress  what  to  do  in  his  present  cir- 
cumstances ;  that  he  was  forsaken  of  God,  and  could  obtain 
no  prediction  of  what  was  coming,  neither  by  prophets  nor 
by  dreams  ;  and  that  these  were  the  reasons  why  I  have  re- 
course to  thee,  who   always   tookest   care  of  me."    Bat* 
Samuel,  seeing  that  the  end  of  Saul's  life  was  come,  said, 
"  It  is  vain  for  thee  to  desire  to  learn   of  me  any  thing 
further,  when  God  hath  forsaken  thee :  however,  hear  what 
I  say,  that  David  is  to  be  king,  and  to  finish  this  war  with 
good  success ;  and  thou  art  to  lose  thy  dominion  and  thy 
life,  because  thou  didst  not  obey  God  in  the  war  with  the 
Amalckites,  and  hast  not  kept  his  commandmentSy  as  I  fore- 
told thee   while   I  was  alive.     Know,  therefore,  that  the 
people  shall  be  made  subject  to  their  enemies,  and  that 
thou,  with  thy  sons,  shalt  fall  in  the  battle  to-morrow,  and 
thou  shalt  then  be  with  me  [in  Hades]." 

S.  When  Saul  had  heard  this,  he  could  not  speak  for 
grief,  and  fell  down  on  the  floor,  whether  it  were  from  the 
sorrow  that  arose  upon  what  Samuel  had  said,  or  from  his 
emptiness,  for  he  had  taken  no  food  the  foregoing  day  or 
night,  he  easily  fell  quite  down  :  and  when  with  difficulty  he 
had  recovered  himself,  the  woman  would  force  him  to  eat, 
begging  this  of  him  as  a  favour  on  account  of  her  concern  in 
that  dangerous  instance  of  fortune-telling,  which  it  was  not 

^  This  history  of  Saul's  consultation,  not  with  a  witch,  as  we  render  the  Hebrew 
word  here,  but  with  a  necromancer,  as  the  whole  history  shows,  is  easily  owle^ 
stood,  especially  if  we  consult  the  Recognitions  of  Clement,  B.  1.  ch.  v.  at  UigCt 
and  more  briefly,  and  nearer  the  days  of  Samuel,  Ecclus.  xlvi.  20 :  **  Samuel  pro- 
phesied after  his  d^ath.  and  showed  the  king  his  end,  and  lift  up  his  voice  from  tk 
earth  in  prophecy,*'  to  blot  out  •'  the  wickedness  of  the  people.  Nor  does  ibeei- 
actness  of  the  accomplishment  of  this  prediction,  the  very  next  day,  permit  us  to 
suppose  any  imposition  upon  Saul  in  the  present  history  ;  for  as  to  all  modem  bv- 
potheses  against  the  natural  sense  of  such  ancient  and  authentic  histories,  I  taic 
them  to  be  of  very  small  value  or  consideration. 
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^■twfiii  for  her  to  have  done,  because  of  the  fear  she  was 

^Bnder  of  the  king,  while  she  knew  not  who  he  was,  yet  did 

Hhe  undertake  it,  and  go  through  with  it ;  on  which  account 

^■le  entreated  him  to  admit  thut  a  table  and  food  might  be 

^Pl^t  before  liim,  that  he  might  recollect  his  strength,  and  sa 

get    safe  to  his  own   camp.     And   when   he    opposed   her 

motion,  and  entirely  rejected  it,  by  reason  of  his  anxiety, 

she  forced  him,  and  at  last  persuaded  him  to  it.     Now  she 

^^d   one  calf  that  she  was  very  fond  of,  and  one  that  she 

^Mok  a  great  deal  of  care  of,  and  fed  it  herself^  for  she  was  a 

i^vonian  that  got  lier  living  by  the  labour  of  her  own  hunds, 

Bkid    had   no   other  possession  but   that  one  calf;  this  she 

killed,  and  made  ready  its  flesh,  and  set  it  before  his  ser- 

fants  and  himself.     So  Saul  came  to  the  camp  while  it  was 

tt  night, 

4*  Now  it  was  but  just  to  recommend  the  generosity  of 
lis  woman*,  because  when  the  king  had  forbidden  her  to 
lithat  art  whence  her  circumstances  were  bettered  and 
&V€d,  and  when  she  had  never  seen  the  king  beiore, 
ihe  still  did  not  remember  to  his  disadvantage  that  he  had 
^condemned  her  sort  of  learning,  and  did  not  refuse  him  as  a 
^Branger,  and  one  that  she  had  had  no  acquaintance  with  ; 
^BtiC  she  had  compassion  upon  him,  and  comforted  him,  and 
^kborted  him  to  do  what  he  was  greatly  averse  to,  and  of- 
fered him  the  only  creature  she  had,  as  a  poor  woman,  and 
that  earnestly,  and  with  great  humanity,  while  she  had  no 
|uital  made  to  her  for  her  kindness,  nor  hunted  after  any 
pture  favour  from  him,  for  she  knew  he  was  to  die  ;  whereas 
en  are  naturally  either  ambitious  to  please  those  that  be- 
benefits  upon  them,  or  are  very  ready  to  serve  those 
wn  whom  they  may  receive  some  advantage.  It  would  be 
^rell  therefore  to  imitate  the  example  of  this  woman,  and  to 
_do  kindnesses  to  all  such  as  are  in  want ;  and  to  think  that 
>thing  is  better,  nor  more  becoming  mankind,  than  such  a 
nerai  beneficence,  nor  what  will  sooner  render  God  fa- 
irable,  and  ready  to  bestow  good  things  upon  us.  And 
may  suffice  to  have  spoken  concerning  this  woman, 
^I  shall  speak  further  upcm  another  subject,  which  will 
>rd  me  an  opportunity  of  discoursing  on  what  is  for  the 
1  vantage  of  cities,  and  people,  and  nations,  and  suited  to 
the  taste  of  good  men,  and  will  encourage  them  all  in  the 
prosecution  of  virtue,  and  is  capable  of  showing  them  the 


These  great  comtncndalions  of  ihi»  n^crnniiEintic  womani  of  Endorpatid  of  Ssars 
urthil  conntgc,  wbrn  yi^t  hr  kiivw  lie  shou'il  die  m  the  luatllc,  are  ftomewhat  uti* 

\  dtpe88XOQ%  ts,     Tliey  st'cm  ro  me  extracted  from  soii>e  $>peechett  or 

elitDlMioOB  of  1i  I  fomierly,  in  the  way  of  oratory  that  lay  by  him,  and 

\kirh  he  thought  m  m  m^*  rt  upoo  this  occasion.     See  before  on  Anliq.  B,  IL  ch* 
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mHbod  of  acquiring  gloiy,  asd  an  eTcrlastiDg  bme ;  ami  < 
imprinting  in  the  kings  of  mtmu,  and  the  mkra  of  cil ' 
great  inclination  mnd  diEgenee  of  doing  well ;  as  also  of  i 
couraging  them  to  undergo  daoger^i  and  to  die  for  thtS^ 
countries,  and  of  tnitnicting  them  hovr  to  despise  all  the  i 
terrible  adversities ;  and  I  hare  a  fair  occasion  offered 
to  enter  on  such  a  discourse  by  Saul  the  king  of  the  He 
brews ;  for  althoagh  be  knew  what  was  coming  apon 
and  that  he  was  to  die  immedtatelj  by  the  prediction  of  I 
prophet,  he  did  not  resolve  to  fly  from  death,  nor  so  far 
indulge  the  love  of  hfe  as  to  betray  his  own  people  to  the" 
enemy,  or  to  bring  a  disgrace  on  his  royal  dignity ;  but,  ei* 
posing  himself,  as  well  as  all  his  fiuxuly  and  cliildren  1^ 
dangers^  he  thought  it  a  brave  thing  to  fall  together  with 
them,  as  he  was  fighting  for  his  subjects,  and  that  it  mu 
better  his  sons  should  die  tbus»  showing  their  courage,  tbio  J 
to  leave  them  to  their  uncertain  conduct  afterward,  white,  m 
instead  of  succession  and  posterity,  they  gained  comnieud*  " 
alion  and  a  lasting  name.     Such  a  one  alone  seems  to  mc 
to  be  a  just,  a  courageous,  and  a  prudent  man  ;  and  wbea 
any  one  has  arrived  at  these  dispositions,  or  shall  hereafter 
arrive   at   them,   he   is    the   man  that  ought  to  be  by  tli 
honoured  with  the  testimony  of  a  virtuous  or  courageous 
man ;  for  as  to  those  that  go  out  to  war  with  hopes  of  suc- 
cess, and  that  they  shall  return  safe,  supposing  they  have 
performed  some  glorious  action,  I  think  tho^e  do  not  do  veil 
who  call  these  laliant  men^  as  so  many  historians,  and  other 
writers  who  treat  of  ihero,  are  wont  to  do,  although  I  confcw 
those  do  justly  deserve  some  commendation  also,  but  those 
only  may  be  styled  courageous  and  bold  in  great  under- 
takings, and  Jespisers  of  adversities,  who  imitate  Saul;  for 
as  for  those  that  do  not  know  what  the  event  of  war  will  be 
as  to  themselves,  and  though  they  do  not  faint  in  it,  but  de^ 
liver  themselves  up  to  uncertain  futurity,  and  are  tossetl  this 
way  and  that  way,  this  is  not  so  very  eminent  an  instance  of 
a  generous  mind,  although  they  happen  to  perform  many 
great  exploits ;    but  when   men*s   niintls   expect    no  good 
event,  but  they  know  beforehand  they  must  die,  and  tliit 
they  must  undergo  that  death  in  the  battle  also,  after  tbU 
neither  to  be  affrighted,  nor  to  be  astonished,  at  the  terrible 
fate  that  is  coming,  but  to  go  directly  upon  it,  when  tliey 
know  it  beforehand,  this  it  is  what  I  esteem  the  character 
of  a  man  truly  courageous.     Accordingl}'  this  Saul  did,  and 
thereby  demonstrated  that  all  men  who  desire  fame  after 
they  are  dead,  are  so  to  act  as  they  may  obtuin  the  same: 
this  especially  concerns  kings,  who  ought  not  to  think  it 
enough  in  their  high  stations  that  they  are  not  wicked  in  the 
government  of  their  subjects,   but  to   be  more   than  mo- 
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^■erately  good  to  them.     I  could  say  more  than  this  about 

^TOul,  and  his  courage,  the  subject  affording  matter  sufficient, 

but  that  I  may  not  appear  to  run  out  improperly  in  his  com- 

idation,  I  return  again  to  that  history  from  which  I  made 

Ilis  digression. 

6.    Now   when   the    Philistines,    as    I    said   before,    had 
Itched  their  camp,  and  had  taken  uti  account  of  their  forces, 
cording  to  their  nations,  and  kingdoms,  and  governments, 
lug  Achish  came  last  of  all  with  his  own  army;  after  whom 
ae  David  with  his  six  hundred  armed  men.     And  when 
"flie  commanders  of  the  Philistines  saw  him,  they  asked  the 
king,  whence  these  Hebrews  came,  and  at  whose  invitation. 
He  answered,  that  **  it  was  David,  who  was  fled  away  from 
hift  roaster  Saul,  and  that  he  had  entertained  him  when  he 
earoe  to  him,  and  that  now  he  was  willing  to  make  him  his 
^Ipquital  for  his  favours,  and  to  avenge  himself  upon  Saul, 
^hd    so  was   become    Iiis   confederate,"     The   commanders 
complained  of  this,  that  he  had  taken  him  for  a  c<jn federate 
who  was  an  enemy,  and  gave  him  counsel  to  send  him  away, 
lest  he  should  unaM^ares  do  his  friends  a  great  deal  of  mis- 
chief, by  entertaining  him^  for  that  he  afforded  him  an  op- 
portunity of  being  reconciled  to  his  master,  by  doing  mischief 
^p  oar  army.    They  thereupon  desired  him,  out  of  a  prudent 
^bresight  of  this,  to  send  him  away,  with  his  six  hundred 
armed  men,  to  the  place  he  had  given  him  for  his  habitation ; 
that  this  was  that  David  whom   tlie  virgins  celebrated  in 
their  hymns,  as  having  destroyed  many  ten  thousands  uf  the 
Philistines,     When  the  king  of  Gath  lieard  this,  he  thought 
they  spake  well;  so  he  called  David,  and  said  to  him,  '*  As 
for  myself,  I  can  bear  witness  that  thou  hast  shown  great 
diligence  and  kindness  about  me,  and  on  that  account  it  was 
that  I  took  thee  for  my  confederate ;  however,  wliat  I  have 
done  does  not  please  the  commanders  of  the  Philistines,  go 
therefore  within  a  day*s  time  to  the  place  I  have  given  thee, 
^rithout  suspecting  any  harm,  and  there  keep  my  country, 
^■^t  any  of  our  enemies  should  make  an  incursion  upon  it, 
^%hich  will  be  one   part  of  that  assistance  which  I  expect 
from  thee."     So  David  came  to  Ziklag,  as  the  king  of  Gath 

Kd  him  ;  but  it  happened,  that  while  he  was  gone  to  the 
distance  of  the  Pliilistines,  the  Amalekites  had  made  an 
incursion,  and  taken  Ziklag  before,  and  had  burnt  it ;  and 
when  they  had  taken  a  great  deal  of  other  prey  out  of  that 
place,  and  out  of  the  other  parts  of  the  Philistines*  country, 
they  departed, 

6.  Now  when  David  found  that  Ziklag  was  laid  waste, 

and  that  it  was  all  spoiled,  and  that  as  well  his  own  wived, 

which  were  two,  as  the  wives  of  his  companions,  with  their 

^khildren,  were  made  captives,  he  presently  rent  his  clothes. 
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creeping  and  lamenting,  together  Vfiib  his  friends ;  and  in^ 
deed  he  was  so  cast  down  with  these  misfartunes,  that  at 
length  tears  themselves  failed  him.  He  was  also  hi  danger 
of  being  stoned  to  death  by  his  companions^  who  were 
greatly  afflicted  at  the  captivity  of  their  wives  and  cbildreivj 
for  they  hiid  the  blame  upon  him  of  what  had  happened 
But  when  he  had  recovered  himself  out  of  his  grief,  and  had 
raised  up  his  mind  to  God,  he  desired  the  high-priest 
Abiathar  to  put  ou  hia  sacerdotal  garments,  and  to  im|uire 
of  God,  and  to  prophesy  to  him,  **  Whether  God  would 
grant,  that  if  he  pursued  after  the  Amalekites,  he  sbouidi 
overtake  them,  and  save  their  wives  and  their  children,  arufi 
avenge  himself  on  the  enemies."  And  when  the  high-^priest 
bid  him  to  pursue  after  them,  he  marched  apace»  with  his 
six  hundred  men,  after  the  enemy ;  and  when  he  was  come 
to  a  certain  brook  called  Besor,  and  had  lit  upon  one  tbit 
was  wandering  about,  an  Egyptian  by  birth,  who  was  ahno^t 
dead  with  want  and  famine  (for  he  had  continued  wandering 
about  without  food  in  the  wilderness  three  days),  he  firsl  t»f 
all  gave  him  sustenance,  both  meat  and  drink^  and  thereby 
refreslied  him.  He  then  asked  him»  to  whom  he  belonged, 
and  whence  he  came.  Whereupon  the  man  told  him  he  wa^s 
an  Egyptian  by  birth,  and  was  left  behind  by  his  master, 
because  he  was  so  sick  and  weak,  that  he  could  not  follow 
him.  He  also  informed  him,  that  he  was  one  of  those  that 
had  burnt  and  plundered,  not  only  other  parts  of  Judea,  but 
Ziklag  itself  also.  So  David  made  use  of  him  as  a  guide  10 
find  out  the  Amalekites ;  and  when  he  had  overtaken  them, 
as  they  lay  scattered  about  on  the  ground,  some  at  dinner, 
some  disordered,  and  entirely  drunk  with  wine,  and  in  the 
fruition  of  their  spoils  and  their  prey,  he  fell  upon  them  on 
the  sudden,  and  made  a  great  slaughter  among  them,  for 
they  were  naked,  and  expected  no  such  thing,  but  had  be- 
taken themselves  to  drinking  and  feasting,  and  so  they  were 
all  easily  destroyed-  Now  some  of  them  that  were  overtaken 
as  they  lay  at  the  table,  were  slain  in  that  posture,  and  their 
blood  l>rouglit  up  with  it  their  meat  and  their  drink.  They 
slew  others  of  them  as  they  were  drinking  to  one  another  in 
their  cups,  and  some  of  them  wiien  their  full  bellies  hud 
made  them  fall  asleep;  and  for  so  many  as  had  time  to  pat 
on  all  their  annour,  they  slew  them  with  the  sword,  with  no 
less  ease  than  they  did  those  that  were  naked  ;  and  for  the 
partisans  of  David,  they  continued  also  the  slaughter  from 
the  first  hour  of  the  day  to  the  evening,  so  that  there  were 
not  above  four  hundred  of  the  Amalekites  left,  and  they  only 
escaped  by  getting  upon  their  dromedaries  and  camels* 
Accordingly  David  recovered,  not  only  all  the  other  spoils 
which  the  enemy  had  carried  away,  but  his  wives  also,  and 


* 
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the  wives  of  his  companions.  But  when  they  were  come  to 
the  place  where  they  had  left  the  two  hundred  men,  which 
were  not  able  to  follow  them,  but  were  left  to  take  care  of 
the  stuff',  the  four  hundred  men  did  not  think  fit  to  divide 
among  them  any  other  parts  of  what  they  had  gotten,  or  of 
the  prey,  since  they  did  not  accompany  them,  but  pretended 
to  be  feeble,  and  did  not  follow  them  in  the  pursuit  of  the 
enemy,  but  said,  they  should  be  contented  to  have  safely 
recovered  iheir  wives;  yet  did  David  pronounce,  that  this 
opinion  of  theirs  was  evil  and  unjust,  and  that  when  God 
had  granted  them  such  a  favour,  that  they  had  avenged 
themselves  on  their  enemies,  and  had  recovered  all  that  be- 
longed to  themselves,  they  should  make  an  equal  dis- 
tribution of  what  they  had  gotten  to  all,  because  the  rest 
had  tarried  behind  to  guard  their  stuff';  and  from  that  time 
this  law  obtained  among  them,  that  those  who  guarded  the 
stuff,  should  receive  an  equal  share  with  those  who  fought 
in  the  battle.  Now  when  David  was  come  to  Ziklag,  he 
sent  portions  of  the  spoils  to  all  that  had  been  familiar  with 
him,  and  to  his  friends  in  the  tribe  of  Judah.  And  thus 
ended  the  affairs  of  the  plundering  of  Ziklag,  and  of  the 
slaughter  of  the  Amalekites. 

7.  Now  u])on  the  Philistines  joining  battle,  there  followed 
a  sharp  engagement,  and  the  Philistines  became  the  con- 
querors, and  slew  a  great  nurnl>er  of  their  enemies;  but 
Saul  the  king  of  Israel,  and  his  sons,  fought  courageously, 
and  with  the  utmost  alacrity,  as  knowing  that  their  entire 
glory  lay  in  nothing  else  but  dying  honourably,  and  exposing 
themselves  to  the  utmost  danger  from  the  enemy  (for  they 
had  nothing  else  to  hope  for),  so  they  brought  upon  them- 
selves the  whole  power  of  the  enemy,  till  they  were  en- 
compassed round  and  slain,  but  not  before  they  had  killed 
many  of  the  Philistines,  Now  the  sons  of  Saul  were  Jona- 
than, and  Abinadab,  and  Malchisua;  and  when  these  were 
slain,  the  multitude  of  the  Hebrews  were  put  to  fliglit,  and 
all  was  disorder  and  confusion,  and  wlaugltter,  upon  the 
Philistines  pressing  in  upon  them*  But  Saul  himself  fled, 
having  a  strong  body  of  soldiers  about  him;  and  upon  the 
Philistines  sending  after  him  those  that  threw  javelins  and 
shot  arrows,  he  lust  all  his  company  except  a  few;  as  for 
himself  he  fought  with  great  bravery,  and  when  he  had  re- 
ceived so  many  wounds,  that  he  was  not  able  to  bear  up,  nor 
to  oppose  any  longer,  and  yet  was  not  able  to  kill  himself, 
he  bid  his  armour-bearer  draw  his  sword  and  run  him 
through,  before  the  enemy  should  take  him  alive.  But  his 
armour-bearer  not  daring  to  kill  his  master,  he  drew  his  own 
sword,  and  placing  himself  over-against  its  point,  he  threw 
himself  upon  it,  and  when  he  could  neither  run  it  through 
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him,  nor,  by  leaning  against  it,  make  the  sword  pftss  through 
him,  he  turned  him  round,  and  asked  a  certain  young  man 
that  stood  by  who  he  was;  and  when  he  understood  that  he 
wa«  an  Amalekite,  he  desired  him  to  force  the  sword  through 
him,  because  be  was  not  able  to  do  it  with  his  own  bands, 
and  thereby  to  procure  him  such  a  death  as  he  desired. 
This  the  young  man  did  accordingly ;  and  he  took  the  golden 
bracelet  that  was  on  SauKs  arm,  and  his  royal  crown  that 
was  on  his  head,  and  ran  away.  And  when  SauFs  armour- 
bearer  saw  that  he  was  slain,  he  killed  himself;  nor  did  an 
of  the  king*s  guards  escape,  but  they  all  fell  upon  the  moun 
tain  called  Gilboa*  But  when  those  Hebrews  that  dwelt : 
the  valley  beyond  Jordan,  and  those  who  had  their  cities  in 
the  plain,  heard  that  Saul  and  his  sons  were  fallen,  and  that 
the  multitude  about  them  were  destroyed ^  they  left  their  own 
cities,  and  fled  to  such  as  were  the  best  fortified  and  fenced; 
and  the  Philistines  finding  those  cities  deserted,  came  and 
dwelt  in  them. 

8.  On  the  next  day,  when  the  Philistines  came  to  strip  their 
enemies  that  were  slain,  they  got  the  bodies  of  Saul,  and  of 
his  sons,  and  stripped  them,  and  cut  ofl'  their  heads:  and 
they  sent  messengers  all  about  their  country,  to  acquaint  tbera 
that  their  enemies  were  fallen  ;  and  they  dedicated  their 
armour  in  the  temple  of  Astarte,  but  hung  their  bodies  on 
crosses  at  the  walls  of  the  city  Bethi^han,  which  is  now  colled 
Scythopolis.  But  when  the  inhabitants  of  Jabesh-Gilcad 
heard  that  they  had  dismembered  the  dead  bodies  of  Saul, 
and  of  his  sons,  they  deemed  it  so  horrid  a  thing  to  overlook 
this  barbarity,  and  to  suffer  them  to  be  m  ithout  funeral  rites, 
that  the  most  courageous  and  hardy  among  them  (and  indeed 
that  city  had  in  it  men  that  were  very  stout  both  in  mind  and 
bf*dy,)  journeyed  all  night,  and  came  to  Bethshan,  and] 
approfiched  to  the  enemy's  wall,  and  taking  down  the  bodief 
of  Saul  and  of  his  sons,  they  carried  them  to  Jabesh,  wink 
the  enemy  were  not  able  enough,  nor  hold  enough  to  hinder 
them,  because  of  their  great  courage ;  so  the  people  of  Jabesh 
wept  all  in  general,  and  buried  their  bodies  in  the  best  place 
of  tlieir  country,  which  was  called  Aroura;  and  they  observed 
a  public  mourning  for  them  seven  days,  with  their  wives  and 
children,  beating  their  breasts,  and  lamenting  the  king  and 
his  sons,  without  either  tasting  meat  or  drink ^  [till  the 
evening,] 

f  This  way  of  spftakiog  in  Joaephtis,  of  *'  faMin^  seven  dap  Mriihout  meal  « 
drink,"  is  almost  like  that  of  Su  Paul,  Acts,  xjtvii.  33  :  *'  1  his  day  is  the  four* 
teenth  day  that  ye  have  tarried  and  continued  fasting,  having  taken  nothtDg:*'t]id 
II  the  nature  of  the  things  and  the  impossibility  of  strictly  faatiog  so  long,  teqiuif 
ut  here  to  understand  both  Josephus  and  the  sacred  author  of  this  history,  1  Sam» 
jiiii,  13,  from  whence  he  rook  it»  of  onJy  fasting  till  the  evening;  so  mustM 
Undertitand  5t«  Panl^  either  that  this  was  really  the  fourteeoih  day  of  iheir  tempts- 
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9.  To  this  his  sad  end  did  Saul  comey  according  to  the 
prophecy  of  Samuel,  because  he  disobeyed  the  commands 
of  Uod  about  the  Amalekites,  and  on  the  account  of  de* 
itroying  the  family  of  Ahimelech  the  hi^h-priest,  with  Ahime- 
lech  himself,  and  the  city  of  the  high-priests.  Now  Saul 
when  he  had  reigned  eighteen  years,  while  Samuel  was  alive, 
and  after  his  death  two  [and  twenty,]  ended  his  life  in  this 
manner. 


1  weather  in  the  Adriatic  Sea,  as  ver.  27.  and  that  on  this  fourteenth  day  alone 
tbcy  had  continued  fasting,  and  had  taken  nothing  before  the  evening.  The  men- 
tioB  of  their  long  abatinence,  ver.  21.  inclines  me  to  believe  the  former  explicatioa 
ti  b«  the  truth,  and  that  the  case  was  then  for  a  fortnight  what  it  was  here  for  a 
wmkt  that  thev  kept  all  those  days  entirely  as  fasts  till  the  evening,  but  not  longer. 
BMjndg.  XZ.263  zzi.  2;  iSam.ziv.24;  2  Sam.  i.  12;  Antiq.B.  VII.  chap.  vii. 

MCt.4. 


BOOK  VII. 

CONTAINING  THE  INTERVAL  OF  FORTY  YEARS. 
FROM  THE  DEATH  OF  SAUL  TO  THE  DEATH  OF  DAVID. 

CHAPTER  I. 

How  David  reigned  over  one  tribe  at  Hebron^  while  the  $(m 
of  Saul  reigned  over  the  rest  of  the  multitude  ;  and  how  m 
the  civil  war ,  which  then  arose,  Asahel  and  Abner  were 
slain. 

§  1.  This  fight  proved  to  be  on  the  same  day  whereon  David 
was  come  back  to  Ziklag,  after  he  had  overcome  the  Amak- 
kites.  Now  when  he  had  been  already  two  days  at  Ziklag, 
there  came  to  him  the  man  who  slew  Saul,  which  was  toe 
third  day  after  the  fight.  He  had  escaped  out  of  the  battle 
which  the  Israelites  had  with  the  Philistines,  and  bad  his 
clothes  rent,  and  ashes  upon  his  head.  And  when  he  made 
his  obeisance  to  David,  he  inquired  of  him  whence  he  came. 
He  replied,  from  the  battle  of  the  Israelites:  and  he  informed 
him,  that  the  end  of  it  was  unfortunate,  many  ten  thousands 
of  the  Israelites  having  been  cut  ofiT,  and  Saul,  together  widi 
his  sons,  slain.  He  also  said,  that  he  could  well  give  him 
this  information,  because  he  was  present  at  the  victory  gained 
over  the  Hebrews,  and  was  with  the  king  when  he  fled.  Nor 
did  he  deny  that  he  had  himself  slain  the  king,  when  he  was 
ready  to  be  taken  by  the  enemy,  and  he  himself  exhorted 
him  to  do  it,  because,  when  he  was  fallen  on  his  sword,  his 
great  wounds  had  made  him  so  weak  that  he  was  not  able  to 
kill  himself.  He  also  produced  demonstrations  that  the  king 
was  slain,  which  were  the  golden  bracelets  that  had  been  on 
the  king's  arms,  and  his  crown,  which  he  had  taken  away 
from  Saul's  dead  body,  and  had  brought  them  to  him.  So 
David  having  no  longer  any  room  to  call  in  question  the  truth 
of  what  he  said,  but  seeing  most  evident  marks  that  Saul  was 
dead,  he  rent  his  garments,  and  continued  all  that  day  with 
his  companions,  in  weeping  and  lamentation.  This  grief  was 
augmented  by  the  consideration  of  Jonathan,  the  son  of  Saul, 
who  had  been  his  most  faithful  friend,  and  the  occasion  of 
his  own  deliverance.     He  also  demonstrated  himself  to  have 
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such  great  virtue,  and  such  great  kindness  for  Saul,  as  not 
only  to  take  his  death  to  heart,  though  he  had  heen  frequently 
in  danger  of  losing  his  hfe  by  his  means,  but  to  punish  liim 
that  slew  him;  for  when  David  had  gaid  to  him.  that  he  was 
become  his  own  accuser,  as  die  very  man  that  had  slain  the 
kingt  and  when  he  understood  that  he  was  the  8on  of  an 
Amalekite,  he  commanded  him  to  he  slain,  lie  also  com- 
mitted to  writing  some  lamentations  and  funeral  commenda- 
J^ns  of  Saul  and  Jonathan,  which  have  continued  to  my  own 

^^2.  Now  when  David  had  paid  these  honours  to  the  king, 
he  left  off  his  mournings  and  inquired  of  God  by  the  prophet, 
which  of  the  cities  of  the  tribe  of  Judah  he  would  bestow 
upon  him  to  dwell  in;  who  answered  that  he  bestowed  upon 
him  Hebron,  So  he  left  Ziklag  and  came  to  Hebron,  and 
^Dok  with  him  his  wives,  which  were  in  number  two,  and  his 
Hlned  men;  whereupon  all  the  people  of  the  forementioned 
Tnbe  came  to  him,  and  ordained  him  their  king.  But  when 
he  heard  that  the  inhabitants  of  Jabesh-Gilead  had  buried 
Saul  and  his  sons  [honourably,]  he  sent  to  them  and  com- 
mended them,  and  took  what  they  had  done  kindly,  and  pro- 
mised to  make  them  amends  for  their  care  of  those  that  were 
dead ;  and  at  the  same  time  he  informed  them,  that  the  tribe 
of  Judah  had  chosen  him  for  tlieir  king* 
M^3*  But  as  soon  as  Abner  the  son  of  Ner,  who  was  general 
If  SauVs  army,  and  a  very  active  man,  and  good-natured, 
Knew  that  the  king  and  Jonathan,  and  his  tw^o  other  sons, 
were  fallen  in  the  battle,  he  made  haste  into  the  camp;  and 
taking  away  with  him  the  remaining  son  of  Saul,  whose  name 
WHS  Ishbosheth,  he  passed  over  to  the  land  beyond  Jordan, 
and  ordained  him  the  king  of  the  whole  multitude,  excepting 
the  tribe  of  Judah  ;  and  made  his  royal  seat  in  a  place  called 
in  our  language  Mahanaim,  but  in  the  language  of  the  Gre- 
cians, the  Camps  :  from  whence  Abner  made  haste  with  a 
select  body  of  soldiers,  to  fight  with  such  of  the  tribe  of 
Judah  ae  were  disposed  to  it*  for  he  was  angry  that  this  tribe 
had  set  up  David  for  their  king.  But  Joab,  whose  father 
was  Suri,  and  his  mother  Zeruiah,  David's  sister,  who  was 
leral  of  David*s  armvi  met  him,  according  to  David's 
ipointment.  He  had  with  him  his  brethren  Abishai,  and 
lahelt  as  also  all  David's  armed  men.  >Jow  when  he  met 
5ner  at  a  certain  fountain,  in  the  city  of  Gibeon,  he  pre- 
to  fight.  And  when  Abner  said  to  him,  that  he  had 
oind  to  know  which  of  them  had  the  more  valiant  soldiers; 
ras  agreed  between  them,  that  twelve  soldiers  of  each  side 
tiould  fight  together.  So  those  that  were  chosen  out  by 
toth  the  generals  for  this  fight,  came  between  the  two  armies, 
and  throwing  their  lances  one  against  the  other,  they  drew 
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their  swords,  and  catching  one  another  by  the  head,  i!iey 
held  one  another  fast,  and  ran  each  other  s  swords  into  their 
sides  and  groins,  until  they  all,  as  it  were  by  mutual  agree- 
ment, perished  together.  When  these  were  fallen  down 
dead,  the  rest  of  the  army  came  to  a  sore  battle,  and  AbnerV 
men  were  beaten;  and  when  they  were  beaten,  Joab  did  not 
leave  off  pursuing  them,  but  he  pressed  upon  them,  and  ex- 
cited the  soldiers  to  follow  them  close,  and  not  to  grow  weary 
of  killing  them.  His  bretliren  also  pursued  them  with  great  J 
alacrity,  especially  the  younger  Asahel,  who  was  the  moflt ' 
eminent  of  them.  He  was  very  famous  for  his  swiftness  of  ^ 
foot,  for  he  could  not  only  be  too  hard  for  men,  but  is  re- 
ported to  have  over-run  a  horse,  when  they  had  a  race  !«• 
gether.  This  Asahel  ran  violently  after  Abner,  and  wotiU 
not  turn  in  the  least  out  of  the  straight  way,  either  to  the  one 
side  or  to  the  other.  Hereupon  Abner  turned  back,  und 
attempted  artfully  to  avoid  his  violence.  Sometimes  he  bade 
him  leave  off  the  pursuit,  and  take  the  armour  of  one  of  his 
soldiers;  and  sometimes,  when  he  could  not  persuade  him 
so  to  do,  he  exhorted  him  to  restrain  himself,  and  not  to 
pursue  him  any  longer,  lest  he  should  force  him  to  kill  him, 
and  he  should  then  not  be  able  to  look  his  brother  in  the 
face.  But  when  Asahel  would  not  admit  of  any  persuasions, 
but  still  continued  to  pursue  him,  Abner  smote  him  with  his 
flpear,  as  he  held  it  in  his  flight,  and  that  by  a  back- stroke, 
and  gave  him  a  deadly  wound,  so  that  he  died  immediatelj; 
but  those  that  were  with  him  pursuing  Abner,  when  thej 
came  to  the  place  where  Asahel  lay,  they  stood  round  about 
the  dead  body,  and  left  off  the  pursuit  of  the  enemy.  How- 
ever, both  Joab'  himself  and  his  brother  Ahishai  ran  p«iit 
the  dead  corpse,  and  making  their  anger  at  the  death  of 
Asahel  an  occasion  of  greater  zeal  against  Abner,  they  went 
on  with  incredible  haste  and  alacrity,  and  pursued  Abner,  to 
a  certain  place  called  Ammah :  it  was  about  sunset.  Then 
did  Joab  ascend  a  certain  hill,  as  he  stood  at  that  place 
having  the  tribe  of  Benjamin  with  him,  whence  he  took  a  view 
of  them,  and  of  Abner  also.  Hereupon  Ahnc r  cried  aloud, 
and  said,  **thnt  it  was  not  fit  that  they  should  irritate  men 
of  the  same  nation  to  fight  so  bitterly  one  against  another; 
that  as  for  Asahel  his  brother,  he  was  himself  in  the  wrong, 
when  he  would  not  be  advised  by  him  not  to  pursue  him  any 
further,  which  was  the  occasion  of  his  wounding  and  death*" 
So  Joab  consented  to  what  he  said,  and  accepted  these  words 
as  an  excuse  [about  Asahel,]  and  called  the  soldiers  back  with 


*  h  ought  here  to  b«  noted  ih&t  Joab,  and  Abtthai,  ood  Asahet»  werv  lU 
Daviil't  nephews,  (he  nons  orhii  tuter  Zeniith,  u  I  Chron*  ii.  16,  mnd  tlifti  Ajii*^ 
Mf*i  «l»o  his  n«phew  by  hii  other  iisier  Abigmil;  ver.  17. 
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the  sound  of  the  trumpet,  as  a  signal  for  their  retreat,  and 
thereby  put  a  stop  to  any  further  pursuit.  After  which  Joab 
pitched  his  camp  there  that  night  j  but  Abner  marched  all 
that  night,  and  passed  over  the  river  Jordan,  and  came  to 
Ishboshetli,  Saufs  son,  to  Mahanalm.  On  the  next  day  Joab 
counted  the  dead  meu,  and  took  care  of  all  the  funerals. 
Now  there  were  slain  of  Abner's  soldiers  about  three  hun- 
dred and  sixty,  hut  of  those  of  David  nineteen,  and  Asahel, 
whose  body  Joab  and  Abishai  carried  to  Bethlehem ;  and 
when  they  had  buried  him  in  the  sepulchre  of  tlieir  fathers, 
they  came  to  David  to  Hebron,  From  this  time  therefore 
there  began  an  intestine  war,  which  lasted  a  great  while,  in 
which  the  followers  of  David  grew  stronger  in  the  dangers 
they  underwent,  and  the  servants  and  subjects  of  SauFs  sons 
did  almost  every  day  become  weaker, 

4.  About  this  time  David  was  become  the  father  of  six 
sons  born  of  as  many  mothers.  The  eldest  was  by  Ahinoam, 
and  he  was  called  Ammon  ;  the  second  was  Daniel,  by  his 
wife  Abigail ;  the  name  of  the  third  was  Absalom,  by 
Maacah,  the  daughter  of  Talmai,  king  of  Geshur :  the 
fourth  he  named  Adonijah,  by  his  wife  Haggith  ;  the  fifth 
was  Shephatiah,  by  Abitail ;  the  sixth  he  called  Ithream,  by 
Eglah.  Now  while  this  intestine  war  went  on,  and  the 
subjects  of  the  two  kings  came  frequently  to  acti^m  and  to 
fighting,  it  was  Abner,  the  general  of  the  host  of  Saufs  son, 
who,  by  his  prudence,  and  the  great  interest  he  had  among 
the  muhituiJe,  made  them  all  continue  with  Uhbosheth ;  and 
indeed  it  was  a  considerable  time  that  they  continued  of  his 
party  ;  but  afterward  Abner  was  blamed,  and  an  accusation 
was  laid  against  him,  that  he  went  into  SauVs  concubine  : 
her  name  was  Kispah,  the  daughter  of  Aiah,  80  when  he 
was  comphiined  of  by  Ishboshetli,  he  was  very  uneasy  and 
angry  at  it,  because  he  had  not  justice  done  him  by  Ish- 
bosheth,  to  whom  he  had  shown  the  greatest  kindness; 
whereupon  lie  threatened  to  transfer  the  kingdom  to  David, 
and  demonstrate  that  he  did  not  rule  over  the  people  beyond 
Jordan  by  his  own  abilities  and  wisdom,  but  by  his  warlike 
conduct  and  fidelity  in  leading  liis  army.  So  he  sent  am- 
bassadors to  Hebron  to  David,  and  desired  that  he  would 
give  him  security  upon  oath,  that  he  would  esteem  him  his 
companion  and  his  friend »  upon  condition  that  he  should 
persuade  the  people  to  leave  Sauf  s  son,  and  choose  him 
king  of  tlie  whole  country.  And  when  David  had  made 
that  league  with  Ahner,  for  he  was  pleased  with  his  mes- 
sage to  him,  he  desired  that  he  would  give  this  as  the  first 
mark  of  performance  of  the  present  league*  that  he  might 
have  his  wife  Michal  restored  to  him»  as  her  whom  he  had 
purchased  with  great  hazards,  and  with  those  six  hundred 
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heads  of  the  Philistines  which  he  had  brought  to  Saul  her 
father.  80  Abner  took  Micha!  from  Phakiel,  who  was  then 
her  hiisihand,  and  sent  her  to  David,  Lshbosheth  himself 
affordintc  him  his  a^sistancei  for  David  had  written  tu  him 
that  of  right  he  ought  to  liave  this  his  wife  restored  to  hina* 
Abner  also  called  together  the  elders  of  the  multitude,  the 
commanders,  and  captains  of  thousands,  and  spake  thus  to 
them,  that  **  he  had  formerly  dissuaded  tfiem  from  thefr 
own  resolution  when  they  were  ready  to  forsake  Ishboshetb, 
and  to  join  themselves  to  David;  that,  however,  he  now 
gave  them  leave  so  to  do,  if  they  had  a  mind  to  it,  for  they 
knew  that  God  had  appointed  David  to  be  king  of  all  the 
Hebrews,  by  Samuel  tlie  prophet:  and  had  foretold  that  be 
should  punish  the  Philistines,  and  overcome  them,  and 
bring  them  under/'  Now  when  the  elders  and  rulers  hewd 
this,  and  understood  that  Abner  was  come  over  to  those 
sentiments  about  the  public  affairs  which  they  were  of 
before,  they  changed  their  measures,  and  came  in  to  Dand. 
When  these  men  had  agreed  to  Abner*s  proposal,  he  called 
together  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  for  all  of  that  tribe  were  the 
guards  of  Ishbosheth's  body,  and  he  spake  to  them  to  the 
same  purpose.  And  when  he  saw  that  they  did  not  in  the 
least  oppose  what  he  said,  but  resigned  themselves  up  to 
his  opinion,  he  took  about  twenty  of  his  friends  and  came  to 
David*  in  order  to  receive  himself  security  upon  oath  from 
him  ;  for  we  may  justly  esteem  those  things  to  be  firmer, 
which  every  one  of  us  do  by  ourselves,  than  those  which  we 
do  by  another.  He  also  gave  him  an  account  of  what  he 
had  said  to  the  rulers,  and  to  Ithe  whole  tribe  of  Benjamin* 
And  when  l>aviil  had  received  him  in  a  courteous  manner, 
and  had  treated  him  with  great  hospitality  for  many  davis 
Abner,  when  he  was  dismissed,  desired  him  to  permit  htrt 
to  bring  the  multitude  with  him,  that  he  might  deliver  up 
the  government  to  him,  when  David  himself  was  presenti 
and  a  spectator  of  what  was  done. 

5.  When  David  had  sent  Abner  away,  Joab  the  geneitl 
of  his  army  came  immediately  to  Hebron;  and  when  ne  had 
understood  that  Abner  had  been  with  David,  and  had  parted 
with  him  a  little  before  under  leagues  and  ngreements,  that 
the  government  should  be  delivered  up  to  David,  he  feared 
lest  David  should  place  Abner,  who  had  assisted  him  to 
gain  the  kingdom,  in  the  first  rank  of  dignity,  especially 
since  he  was  a  shrewd  man  in  other  respects,  in  und€^ 
standing  affairs,  and  in  managing  them  artfully,  as  proper 
seasons  should  require,  and  that  he  should  himself  be  put 
lower,  and  be  deprived  of  the  command  of  the  army,  so  be 
took  a  knavish  and  wicked  course.  In  the  first  place,  he 
eTKleavoured  to  calumniate  Abner  to  the   king,  exhorting 
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im  to  have  a  care  of  him,  and  not  to  give  attention  to  what 
e  had  engaged  to  do  tor  him»  because  all  he  did  tended 
contirm  the  government  to  Saul's  son :  that  he  came  to 
im  deceitfully,  and  witli  guile,  and  was  gone  away  in  hopes 
f  gaining  his  purpose  hy  this  management.     But  when  he 
'could   not  thus  persuade  David,  nor  saw  him  at  all  exas- 
perated, he   betook   himself  to  a  project  bolder  than   the 
former.    He  determined  to  kill  Abner;  and  in  order  thereto 
he   sent  some  messengers   afler  him  to  whom  he  gave  in 
charge,  that  when  they  should  overtake  him,  they  should 
call  him  in  David^s  name,  and  tell  him  that  he  had  some- 
hat  to  say  to  him  about  his  affairs,  which  he  had  mot  re* 
euibered  to  speak  of  when  he  was  with  him.     Now  when 
bner  heard  what  the  messengers  said  (for  they  overtook 
lurn  in  a  certain  place  called  Besira,  which  was  distant  from 
'  ebrun  twenty  furlongs),  he  suspected  none  of  the  mischief 
hich  was  befalling  him,  and  came  back.     Hereupon  Joab 
et  him  in  the  gate,  and  received  him  in  the  kindest  manner, 
if  he  was  Abner's    most   benevolent   acquaintance   and 
lend ;  for  such  as  undertake  the  vilest  actions,  in  order  to 
re  vent  the  suspicion  f>f  any  private  mischief  intended,  do 
equently  make  the  greatest  pretences  to  what  really  good 
en  sincerely  do.     So  he  took   him  aside  from  bis  own 
'  owers,  as  if  he  would  speak  with  him  in  private,  and 
ht  him  into  a  void  place  of  the  gate,  having  himself 
y  with  hini  but  his  brother  Abishai ;   then  he  drew 
IfTsword,  and  smote  him  in  the  groin;  upon  which  Abner 
led  by  this  treachery  of  JoaVs,  which,  as  he  said  himself^ 
as  in  the  way  of  punishment  for  his  brother  Asahal,  whom 
bner  smote  and  slew^  as  lie  was  pursuing  after  him  in  the 
ttle  of  Hebron,  but  as  the  truth  was,  out  of  his  fear  of 
sing  his  command  of  the  army,  and  his  dignity  with  the 
y,  and  lest  he  should  be  deprived  of  those  advantages^ 
Abner  should  obtain  the  first  rank  in  David's  court. 
these  examples  any  one  may  learn,  how  many  and  how 
reat  instances  of  wickedness  men  will  venture  upon,  for  the 
ke  of  getting  money  and  authority,  and  that  they  may  not 
"  of  either  of  them;  for  as  when  they  are  desirous  of  ob- 
ming  the  same,  they  acquire  them  by  ten  thousand  evil 
ractices,  so  when  they  are  afraid  of  losing  them,  they  get 
em  confirmed  to  them,  by  practices  much  worse  than  the 
Tormer,  as  if  [no]  other  calamity  so  terrible  could  befall  them 
8  the  failure  of  acquiring  so  exalted  an  authorityj  and  when 
have  acquired  it,  and  by  long  custom  found  the  sweet- 
fss  of  it,  the  losing  it  again  :  and  since  this  last  would  be 
the  heaviest  of  all  afflictions,  tliey  all  of  them  contrive  and 
venture  upon  the  most  diflicult  actions,  out  of  the  tear  of 
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losing  the  same.     But  let  it  suffice  thai  I  have  made  tliete 
short  reflections  upon  that  subject* 

6.  When  David  heard  that  Abner  was  slatn,  it  grieved 
his  soul :  and  he  called  all  men  to  witness,  with  stretching 
out  his  hands  to  God*  and  crying  out,  tliat  be  was  not  a 
partaker  in  the  murder  of  Abner,  and  that  his  death  was 
not  procured  by  his  command  or  approbation.  He  ali^j 
wished  the  heaviest  curses  might  Hght  upon  him  that  slew 
him,  and  upon  his  whole  house;  and  he  devoted  those  that 
had  assisted  him  in  this  murder  to  the  same  penalties  on  its 
account;  for  he  took  care  not  to  appear  to  have  had  any 
hand  in  this  murder,  contrary  to  the  assurances  he  had 
given,  and  the  oaths  he  had  taken  to  Abner.  However,  be 
commanded  all  the  people  to  weep  and  lament  this  man,  anil 
to  honour  his  dead  body  with  the  usual  solemnities;  that  is, 
by  rending  their  garments,  and  putting  on  sackcloth,  and 
that  this  should  be  the  habit  in  which  they  should  go  before 
the  bier;  after  which  he  followed  it  himself,  with  the  elderf 
and  those  that  were  rulers,  lamenting  Abner,  and  by  his 
tears  demonstrating  his  good-will  to  him  while  he  was  alive, 
and  his  sorrow  for  him  now  he  was  dead,  and  that  he  wai 
not  taken  oS^  with  his  consent.  So  he  buried  him  at  Hebron 
in  a  magnificent  manner,  and  indited  funeral  elegies  for  liim; 
he  also  stood  first  o%'er  the  monument  weeping,  and  caused 
others  to  do  the  same;  nay,  so  deeply  did  the  death  of 
Abner  disorder  him,  that  his  companions  could  by  no  meaoi 
force  him  to  take  any  food,  but  he  affirmed  with  an  oath 
that  he  would  take  nothing  till  the  sun  was  set.  This  pro- 
cedure gained  him  the  good-will  of  the  multitude;  for  such 
as  had  an  affection  for  Abner,  were  mightily  satisfied  with 
the  respect  he  paid  him  when  he  was  dead,  and  the  obser- 
vation of  that  faith  he  had  plighted  to  him,  which  was 
showed  in  his  vouchsafing  him  all  the  usual  ceremonies,  as 
if  he  had  been  his  kinsman  and  his  friend,  and  not  Bulferiafl 
him  to  be  neglected  and  injured  with  a  dishonourable  buriali 
as  if  he  had  been  his  enemy ;  insomuch  that  the  entire , 
nation  rejoiced  at  the  kings  gentleness  and  mildness  of 
disposition,  every  one  being  ready  to  suppose  that  the  king 
would  have  taken  the  same  care  of  them  in  the  like  circum- 
stances, which  they  saw  he  showed  in  the  burial  of  the  dead 
body  of  Abner,  And  indeed  David  principallv  intended  to 
gain  a  good  reputation,  and  therefore  he  tooV  care  to  Aq 
what  was  proper  in  this  case,  whence  none  had  any  suspicioo 
that  he  was  the  author  of  Abner  s  death.  He  also  said  this 
to  the  multitude,  that  **he  was  greatly  troubled  at  the  death 
of  so  good  a  man ;  and  that  the  affairs  of  the  Hebrews  hid 
sufifered  great  detriment  by  being  deprived  of  himt  vho 
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of  so  great  abilities  to  presei^^e  them  by  his  excellent 
idvice  and  by  the  strength  of  his  hands  in  wan  But  he 
added,  that  God^  who  hnth  a  regard  to  all  men's  actions, 
Fill  not  suffer  this  man  [Joab]  to  go  off  unrevenged  ;  but 
know  ye»  that  I  am  not  able  t^  do  any  thing  to  these  sons  of 
Teruinh,  Joab»  and  Abishai,  who  have  more  power  than  I 
davet  but  God  will  recjuite  their  insolent  attempts  upon  their 
jwn  heads.'*  And  this  was  the  fatal  conclusion  of  the  life 
Lbncr. 


CHAPTER  IL 


iai  upon  the  slaughter  of  Ishbosheth  by  the  treachery  of 
his  friends^  iJavid  receired  the  whole  kingdom. 

§  I,  W  If  F.N  Ishbosheth  the  son  of  Saul  had  heard  of  the 
eAtli  of  Abner,  he  took  it  to  heart  to  be  deprived  of  a  man 
it  was^  of  his  kindred,  and  had  indeed  given  him  the 
jngdom,  but  was  greatly  afflicted,  and  Abner  s  death  very 
HtJch  troubled  him;  nor  did  he  himself  outlive  any  long 
ne,  but  was  treacherously  set  upon  by  the  sons  of  Rimmon 
mail  and  Ilechab  were  their  names),  and  was  slain  by 
them ;  for  these  being  of  a  family  of  the  Benjamites,  and  of 
le  first  rank  among  them,  thought  that  if  they  should  slay 
ihbosheth,  they  should  obtain  large  presents  from  David, 
[td  be  made  commanders  by  him,  or,  however,,  should  have 
»fne  other  trust  committed  to  them.  So  when  tliey  once 
and  him  alone,  and  asleep  at  noon,  in  an  upper  room, 
iien  none  of  his  guards  were  there,  and  when  the  woman 
ilal  kept  the  door  was  not  watching,  but  was  fallen  asleep 
'ko,  partly  on  account  of  the  labour  she  had  undergone, 
[id  partly  on  account  of  the  heat  of  the  day,  these  men 
tnt  into  the  room  in  which  Ishbosheth,- Saufs  son,  lay 
lleept  and  slew  him ;  they  also  cut  off  his  head,  and  took 
eir  journey  all  that  night,  and  the  next  day,  as  supposing 
iemselves  flying  away  from  those  they  had  injured,  to  one 
that  would  accept  of  this  action  as  a  favour,  and  would 
Tfird  them  security.  So  they  came  to  Hebron,  and  showed 
Kiivid  I  he  head  of  Ishbosheth,  and  presented  themselvt^s  to 
as  his  well-wishers,  and  such  as  had  killed  one  that  was 
enemy  and  antagonist.  Yet  David  did  not  relish  what 
ley  had  done  as  they  expected,  but  said  to  them,  **  You 
ie  wretches,  you  shall  immediately  receive  the  punishment 
|u  deserve.  Did  not  you  know  what  vengeance  I  executed 
Tin  him  that  murdered  Saul,  and  brought  me  his  crr^wn  of 
fold,  and  this  while  he  who  made  this  slaughter  did  it  as  a 
rouf  to  him,  that  he  might  not  be  caught  by  his  enemies? 
11*.  I.  c  c 
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i  Or  do  you  imagine  that  1  am  altered  in  tny  disposition,  and 
'  suppose  that  1  am  not  the  same  man  I  then  was,  but  jtni 
pleaded  with  men  that  are  wicked  doers,  and  esteem  your 
vile  actions,  when  you  are  become  murderers  of  jour  master, 
as  grateful  to  me,  when  you  have  slain  a  righteous  man 
upon  his  bed,  who  never  did  evil  to  any  body,  and  treated 
you  with  great  good-will  and  respect?  Wherelbre  you  shall 
KuSer  the  punishment  due  on  his  account,  and  the  vengeance 
I  ought  to  inflict  upon  you  for  killing  Ishbosheth,  and  for 
supposing  that  I  should  take  his  death  kindly,  at  your 
hands ;  for  yoti  could  not  lay  a  greater  blot  on  my  honour 
than  by  making  such  a  proposal."  When  David  had  said 
this,  he  tormented  them  with  all  sorts  of  torments,  and  theji 
put  them  to  deatli ;  and  he  bestowed  all  accustomed  rites  90 
the  burial  of  tlie  head  of  Ishbosheth,  and  laid  it  in  the  grave 
of  Ahner* 

2.  When  these  things  were  brought  to  this  conclusion,  aD 
the  principal  men  of  the  Hebrew  people  came  to  David  to 
Hebron,  with  the  heads  of  thousands,  and  other  rulers,  and 
delivered  themselves  up  to  him,  putting  him  in  mind  of  tJic 
good -will  they  had  borne  to  him  in  Sauls  life-time,  and  the 
respect  they  then  had  not  ceased  to  pay  him  when  he  was 
captain  of  n  thousand,  as  also  that  he  was  chosen  of  God  bj 
Samuel  the  prophet,  he  and  his  sonsf;  and  declaring  besideSi 
how  God  had  given  him  power  to  save  the  land  of  the 
Hebrews,  and  to  overcome  the  Philistines*     Whereupon  be 
received    kindly  this   their   alacrity    on   his   account;  and 
exhorted  tliem  to  continue  in  it,  for  that  they  shoidd  haic 
no  reason  to  repent  of  being  thus  disposed  to  him.    So 
when  he  had  feasted  them,  and  treated  them  kindly,  he  sent 
them  out  to  bring  all  the  people  to  him;  upon  which  tlirre 
came  to  liim  about  six  thousand  and  eight  hundred  armt^d 
men  of  tlie  tribe  of  Judah,  wlio  bare  shields  and  spears  for 
their  weapons,  for  these  had  [till  now]  continued  with  Sa«rt 
son,  when  the  rest  of  the  tribe  of  Judah  had  ordained  David 
for  their  king.     There  came  also  seven  thousand  and  olie 
hundred  out  of  the  tribe  of  Simeon.     Out  of  the  tribe  of 
Levi  came  four  thousand  and  seven  hundred,  having  Jehoiada 
for  their  leader.     After  these  came  Zadok  the  bigh-pricstt 
with  twenty-two  captains  of  his  kindred.     Out  of  the  tribe 
of  Benjamin  the  armed  men  were  four  thousand,  but  the 
rest  of  the  tribe  continued,  still  expecting  that  some  one  of 
the  house  of  Saul  should  reign  over  them.     Those  of  the 
tribe  of  Kphraim  were  twenty  thousand  and  eight  hundred, 

f  Tbb  may  \m  a  Iruc  obeervation  of  Josephus,  thai  Samuel,  by  coinmatu)  frtfa 
God,  enliLika  the  crown  on  David  and  his  p(»teritj»  for  no  further  did  thattatiil 
ever  reach  ;  Solonuin  hTm»c»ir  having  never  had  promise  made  him  Ih&t  lits  yotinttlf 
should  nlways  have  ihe  right  lu  it. 
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^nd  these  mighty  raen  of  valour,  and    eminent  for   their 

strength.     Out  of  the  half*tribe  of  Manasseh  came  eighteen 

thousand  of  the  most  potent  men.     Out  of  the  tribe  of 

Issachar  came  two  hundred,  who  foreknew  what  was  to 

Pcome  hereafter'",  hut  of  armed  men  twenty  thousand.     Of 

the  tribe  of  Zebulon  fifty  thousand  chosen  Mien»     This  was 

rthe  only  tribe  that  came  universally  in  to  David,  and  all 

rthese  had  the  same  weapons  with  the  tribe  of  Gad.     Out  of 

Ithc  tribe  of  NaphtaH  the  eminent  men  and  rulers  were  one 

Fthousand,  whose  weapons  were  shields  and  spears,  and  the 

fjribe  itself  followed  after,  being  (in  a  manner)  innumerable, 

1  [thirty-seven   thousand].     Out  of  the  tribe  of  Dan  there 

[Vere  of  chosen  men  twenty -seven  thousand  and  six  hundred. 

[Out  of  the  tribe  of  Asher  were  forty  thousand.     Out  of  the 

rtwo  tribes  that  were  beyond  Jordan,  and  the  rest  of  tlie  tribe 

of  Manasseh,  such  as  used  shields,  and  spears,  and  head- 

l ^pieces,  and  swords,  were  a  hundred  and  twenty  thousand. 

The  rest  of  the  tribes  also  made   use  of  swords.     This 

I  multitude  came  together  to  Hebron  to  David,  with  a  great 

quantity  of  corn,  and  wine,  and  all  other  sorts  of  food,  and 

established  David  in  his  kingdom  with  one  consent.     And 

I  when  the  people  had   rejoiced  for  three  days  in  Hebron 

'  David  and  all  the  people  removed  and  came  to  Jerusalem* 


CHAPTER  111, 

How  David  laid  siege  to  Jerusalem  ;  and  when  he  had  taken 
the  cittfi  he  cast  the  Canaanites  out  of  it,  and  brought  in 
the  Jews  to  inltabit  t}$erein, 

§  1.  Now  the  Jebusites,  who  were  the  inhabitants  of  Jeru- 
salem, and  were  by  extraction  Canaanites,  shut  their  gates, 
I  and  placed  the  blind,  and  the  lame,  and  all  their  maimed 
persons,  upon  the  wall,  in  way  of  derision  of  the  king  ;  and 
said,  that  the  very  lame  themselves  would  hinder  his  entrance 
into  it*  This  they  did  out  of  contempt  of  his  power,  and  as 
depending  on  the  strength  of  their  walls.  David  was  hereby 
enraged,  and  began  the  siege  of  Jerusalem,  and  employed 
liis  utmost  diligence  and  alacrity  therein,  as  intending  by  the 
taking  of  this  place  to  demonstrate  his  power,  and  to  intimi- 
date all  others  that  might  be  of  the  like  [evil]  disposition 


^  Tlic*c  words  of  JoscphusconcerDitig  the  irilifl  of  l^^achar,  "  wlio  foreltnew  what 
iraa  to  come  hereafter/'  ar«besl  paraphrased  by  the  paratlel  leil,  I  Chroo.  xii.  32. 
'•  Who  Jiad  uQilersliLndiDg  of  ihc  linit*  U>  know  what  Israel  ought  to  do  ;**  that  is, 
Who  had  ^o  much  knowledge  id  astronomy  «s  to  make  caleodan  for  the  Ifracliles^ 
that  they  mi^ht  keep  their  festivals^  aud  plough  aad  sow,  aiul  filter  id  their  barvetu 
and  vinlagG  in  dut  seasom 
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towards  him;  so  he  took  the  lower  city  by  force,  but  the 
citadel  held  out  still';  whence  it  was  that  the  king,  I 
tliat  the  proposal  of  dignities  and  rewards  would  en* 
the  soldiers  to  greater  actions,  promised  that  he  who  should 
first  go  over  the  ditches  that  were  beneath  the  citadel, 
and  should  ascend  to  the  citadel  itself  and  take  it,  should 
have  the  command  of  the  entire  peo[>le  conferred  upon  him. 
So  they  all  were  ambitious  to  ascend,  and  thought  no  pains 
too  great  in  order  to  ascend  thither,  out  of  their  desire  of 
the  chief  command*  However  Joab,  the  son  of  Zeruiafa, 
prevented  the  rest ;  and  as  soon  as  he  was  got  up  to  the 
citadel,  cried  out  to  the  king,  and  claimed  the  chief  com- 
mand* 

:^,  When  Dtivid  had  cast  the  Jebusites  out  of  the  citadel, 
he  also  rebuilt  Jerusalem,  and  named  it  The  City  of  DaviH» 
and  abode  there  all  the  time  of  his  reign :  but  for  the  time 
that  he  reigned  over  the  tribe  of  Judah  only  in  Hebron, it 
was  seven  years  and  six  months.  Now  when  he  had  chosen 
Jerusalem  to  be  his  royal  city,  his  afiairs  did  more  and  iwore 
prosper,  by  the  providence  of  God,  who  took  care  that  thej 
shouhl  improve  and  be  augmented*  Hiram  also,  the  king  of 
the  Tyrians,  sent  ambassadors  to  him,  and  made  a  league  of 
mutual  friendship  and  assistance  with  him.  He  also  sent 
him;  presents,  cedar-trees,  and  mechanics,  and  men  skilful 
in  building  and  architecture,  that  they  might  build  him  a 
royal  palace  at  Jerusalem.  Now  David  made  buildiiTg« 
round  about  the  lower  city :  he  also  joined  the  citadel  to  it, 
and  made  it  one  body  ;  and  when  he  had  encompassed  all 
with  walls,  he  appointed  Joab  to  take  care  of  them.  It  was 
David,  therefore,  who  first  cast  the  Jebusites  out  of  Jeni- 
salem,  and  called  it  by  his  own  name,  The  City  of  David: 


^  What  our  othisr  copies  »ay  of  mount  Sion,  as  alone  property  callfd  th«  CiH  tl 
David,  2  Sam.  v*  6—^,  and  of  this  its  si^ge  and  conquest  now  by  Dnvid,  Jmt^u 
applies  to  the  whole  city  Jerusalem,  though  including  the  citadel  »lso:  bv  vlitt 
authority  we  do  not  now  know  ;  pcrliap!^  after  David  had  united  them  togvtW*  of 
joined  the  citadel  to  the  lower  city,  a$  $  ?«  Jo«ephua  esteemed  tbem  u  oo«dtj. 
However^  this  notion  seems  to  be  confirmed  by  wnm  the  ^ame  JoKrphuf  capeoQ* 
ccrniog^  David^s  and  many  other  kings  of  Judah *£  sepulchret .  which,  at  the  •uthon 
of  the  books  of  Kings  and  Chronicles  say,  were  in  the  City  ol  David«  ao  daenS^ 
&ephu^  jtill  say  they  were  in  Jerusalem.  The  sepulchre  of  Darid  seems  to  hl*> 
bcwn  aUo  a  known  place  in  ihe  several  days  of  Hpcanus,  of  EJemd.  at»d  ol  $L 
Peter,  Anttq.  U.  Mil.  ch.  viii.  ^  4  ;  B.  X  VL  ch.  vii.  $  1  ;  Acts  ii.  29*  N&w  bd 
tttcb  royal  septilcbrei  bare  been  foand  about  mount  Sion,  but  are  found  close  t^ 
tbe  north  wall  of  Jerusalem,  which  I  suspect  therefore  to  be  these  very  «e^Icbie& 
See  the  note  on  ch.  xv.  $  3.  In  the  mean  time.  Josephus's  c^  i  ''  *  <cae, 

and  tbe  blind,  and  the  maimer:!,  Zi->  »et  to  keep  this  city  or  ci'  dn 

truth,  and  give*  Uie  best  light  to  th^t  history  in  our  Uible.  f^ 

serves,  ap.  Havercamp,  p.  305,  that  Josephus  never  mentions  mo*  li^i 

Datne,  as  taking  it  for  an  appellative,  as  I  suppose,  and  not  for  a  jn  b( 

stilt  either  styles  it  the  citadefp  or  the  upptr  eiiit ;  nor  do  I  see  any  t^a^u  hi  V'* 
Otiu»*s  evil  suspicions  about  this  procedure  of  Josephus. 


H>ok 
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>r  under  our  forefather  Abraham  it  was  called  (Salem  or) 

ioljuia* ;  but  after  that  time  some  say  that  Homer  mentions 

by    that   name   of  Solyma,    [for   he    named  the  temple 

oly ma^  according  to  the  Hebrew  language,  which  denotes 

ecurity.]     Now  the  whole  time   from  the  warfare  under 

jTosbua  our  general  against  the  Canaanites,  and  from  that 

far  in  which  he  overcame  them,  and  distributed  the  land 

among  the  Hebrews  (nor  could  the  Israelites  ever  cast  the 

7anaanites  out  of  Jerusalem  until  this  time,  when  David 

^k  it  by  siege),  this  whole  time  was  five  hundred  and 

een  years. 

5.  I  shall  now  make  mention  of  Araunah,  who  was  a 

wealthy  man   among  the   Jebusites^  but  was   not  slain  by 

David  in  the  siege  of  Jerusalem,  because  of  the  good-will  he 

bore  to  the  Hebrews,  and  a  particular  benignity  and  affec- 

^^on  which  he  had  to  the  king  himself,  which  I  shall  take  a 

^Kiore  seasonable  opportunity  to  speak  of  a  little  afterwards. 

^Blow  David  marrietl  other  wives  over  and  above  those  which 

^Be  had  before  :  he  had  also  concubines*     The  sons  which 

he  had  were  in  niunber  eleven,  whose  names  were  Amnon, 

^mnos,  Eban,    Nathaji,   Solomon,    Jeban,    Elieo,    Phalna, 

Cnnaphen,  Jenae,  Eiiphale;  and  a  daughter,  Tamar.    Nine 

bf  these  were  born  of  legitimate  wives,  but  the  two  last- 

(led  of  concubines :  and  Tamar  had  the  same  mother  with 

Lbsalom. 


CHAPTER  IV, 

"TThat  when  David  had  conquered  ike  Pftiiisthies,  who  wade 
war  against  him  at  Jermftlem,  he  removed  the  ark  to  Je- 
rusalcm^  and  had  a  mind  to  build  a  temple, 

h  WuKN  the  Philistines  understood  that  David  was 
[fade  king  of  the  Hebrews,  they  made  war  against  liini  at 
lenisalem;    and  w^hen  they    had    seized  upon   that   valley 


•  Some  copiei  of  Jowphu*  have  here  Solytnn,  or  Salem,,  and  olhere  Hicro^lymt, 
r  Jerusalem*  The  latter  best  agree  to  what  Joseph  us  says  elsewhere,  Of  the 
i/tr,  D*  VL  ch.  X,  that  thii  city  wa*  called  SoJyma,  or  Salem*  before  the  dayi  of 
|elchi»edee,  bul  was  by  him  called  Hiero&olyma  or  Jerusalem,  1  suppose  it  to 
I  been  so  called  after  Abraham  hiid  received  that  oncle  Jehovah  .Ureb,  '*  the 
i  will  see,  or  provide/'  Gen,  3i*ii,  H.  The  latter  word,  Jirch,  with  a  litlk  al- 
on,  prefixed  to  the  old  oame  Salem,  Peace^  will  be  Jerusalem.  And  since 
xprcf^ioD,  •'  God  will  see/'  or  rather,  ♦'  God  will  provide  himself  a  lamb  for 
Bl-ofTehng/'  ver.  8,  14,  is  lliere  said  to  have  been  proverbial,  till  the  days  of 

s»  tbis«eem!i  lo  rae  the  most  probable  derivation  of  that  name,  which  will  then 

difo&te,  that  '*  God  m  onld  provide  peace  by  that  Lamb  of  God  which  was  to  taku 
ivrtv  the  sins  of  the  worldt"  However,  tbnt  which  ts  put  into  brackets,  can 
htrdly  be  supposed  the  geooine  words  of  Josephus,  as  Dr.  Utid&o&  well  judj^es. 
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wlucli  18  called  (he  Valley  of  the  Gianto^  and  is  a  place  not 
far  from  the  city,  they  pitched  their  canip  therein.     But 
the  king  of  the  Jews,  who  never  permitted   himself  to  do 
any  thing  without  prophecy*,  and  the  command  of  God,  and 
without  depending  on  him  as  a  security  for  the  time  to 
come^  bid  the  liigh-prie^t  to  foretell  to  him  what  was  the  will 
of  God,  and  what  would  be  the  event  of  this  battle.     And 
when  he  foretold  that  he  should  gain  the  victory,  and  tike 
dominion,  he  led  out  his  anny  against  the  Philistines;  and 
when  the  battle  was  joined,  he  came  himself  behind,  and  fell 
upon  the  enemy  on  the  sudden,  and  slew  some  of  them,  nod 
put  the  rest  to  fiight.     And  let  no  one  suppose  that  it  was 
a  small  army  of  the  Philistines  that  c^me  against  the  He* 
brews,  as  guessing  so  from  the  suddenness  of  their  defeat, 
and  from  their  having  performed  no  great  action,  or  that  wis 
worth  recording,  from  the  slowness  of  their  march,  and  waat 
of  courage;  but  let  him  know  that  all  Syria  and  Phentdji, 
with  many  other  nations  besides  them,  and  those  warlike 
nations  also^  came  to  their  assistance,  and  had  a  share  iu 
this  war.     Which  thing  was  the  only  cause  why,  when  tliey 
had  been  so  often  conquered,  and  Jiad  lost    so   many  ten 
thousands  of  their  men,  they  still  came  upon  the  Hebrews 
with  greater  armies  ;  nay,  indeed,  when  they  had  so  often 
failed  of  their  purpose  in  these  battles,  they   came  upon 
David  with  an  army  three  times  as  numerous  as  before,  anil 
ivitcbed  their  camp  on  the  same  spot  of  ground  as  before^ 
J'he  king  of  Israel  therefore  inquired  of  God  again  coa- 
cerning  the  event  of  the  battle  ;  and  the  high-priest  prophe- 
sied to  him,  that  lie  should  keep  his  army  in  the  groves, 
called  the  Groves  of  Weeping,  which  were  not  far  firora  the 
enemy *s  camp,  and  that  he  should  nut  move,  nor  begin  to 
fight,  till  the  trees  of  the  grove  should  be  in  motion  without 
tlie  wind's  blowing  ;  but  as  soon  as  these  trees  moved,  mi 
the  time  foretold  to  him  by  God  was  come,  he  should,  with- 
out delay,  go  out  to  gain  what  was  an  already  prepared  and 
evident  victory  ;  for  the  several  ranks  of  the  enemy's  army 
did  not  sustain  him,  but  retreated  at  the  first  onset.  wln>m 
he  closely  followed,  and  slew  them  as  he  went  along,  aiiJ 
pursued  them  to  the  city  of  Gaza  (which  is  the  limit  of 


I 
I 


*  If  deserves  here  to  be  remarked,  that  Saul  vctt?  rerely,  4tid  I*"  ■  ■     —•  ^tt- 
qupntly.  comutt«d  God  by  Urim,  and  that  David  aimed  alway*  t 
his  own  prudence  or  abililies,  but  oa  the  divine  direction*  conirarj,  ^     i- 

tice.  Sre  §  2,  aod  the  note  on  ADtiq.  B.  IIL  ch.  vtii.  $  9.  And  when  S«iii« 
davghter(but  IHvid's  wife)  Mtcbal  laughed  at  David'n  dancinft  hefori!  the  trk, 
2  Sam.  vi*  lt>.  &c,.  and  here^  ^  1^  3*  3.  tl  is  probjble»hedid  so,  bti  >. 

Saul  did  not  ue«  to  pay  such  a  regard  to  the  ark,  \o  ihe  Uriin  thert  :• 

to  God^  wor&hip  before  it,  and  because  she  thought  it  beneath  the  diguny  ot  a  ^ruj 
t4}^  to  religious. 
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Hfeheir  country) ;  after  this,  he  spoiled  their  camp,  in  which 
^■le  found  great  riches;  and  he  destroyed  their  gods. 
^B  2.  WTien  this  had  proved  the  event  of  the  battle,  David 
^nfaought  it  proper,  upon  a  consultation  of  the  elders  and 
^prulers,  and  captains  of  tliousands,  to  send  for  those  that 
were  in  the  flower  of  their  age  out  of  all  Ids  countrymen, 

Knd  out  of  the  whole  land,  tind  withal  for  the  jiriests  and 
le   Levites,  in  order  to   their  going  to  Kirjathjearim,  to 
ring  up  the  ark  of  God  out  of  that  city,  and  to  carry  it  to 
Jerusalem,  and  there  to  keep  it,  and  ofler  before  it  those 
sacrifices,  and  those  other  honours,  with  which  God  used 
^^lo  be  well  pleased  ;  for  had  they  done  thus  in  the  rcign  of 
^Bfiaul,  they  had  not  undergone  any  great  misfortunes  at  all. 
pVSo  when  the  wdiole  body  ui'  the  people  were  come  together, 
an  they  had  resolved  to  do,  the  king  came  to  the  ark,  which 
the  priests  brought  out  of  the  house  of  Aminadab,  and  laid 
it  upon  a  new  cart,  and  permitted  their  brethren  and  their 
children   to   draw    it,  together  with    the   oxen.     Before  it 
rent  tlie  king  and  the  whole  multitude  of  the  people  Tvitli 
liim,  singing  hymns  to  God,  and  making  use  of  all  sorts  of 
^ngs  usual  among  them,   with    variety   of  the   sounds    of 
Buccal   instruments,    and   with    dancing    and    singing    of 
salms,  as  also  with  the  suunds  of  trumpets  and  of  cymbals, 
[id  so  brought  the  ark  to  Jerusalem,     But  as  they  were 
to  the  threshing-floor  of  Chidon,  a  place  so  called, 
Jzsah  was   slain  by  the  anger  of  God  ;  for  as  the  oxen 
shook  the  ark,  he  stretched  out  his  hand,  and  would  needs 
^_take  bold  of  it.     Now  because  he  was  not  a  priest",  and 
^^et  touched  the  ark,  God  struck    him    dead.      Hereupon 
^^poth  the  king  and  the  people  were  displeased  at  the  death 
^ft»f  Uzzah  ;  and  the  place  where  he  died  is  still  called  the 
^Rlreach  of  Uzzah  unto  llus  day.     So  David  was  afraid,  and 
^rtupposing  that  if  he  received  the  ark  to  himself  in  the  city, 
be  might  suiter  in  the  like  manner  as  Uzzah  had  suffered » 
who,  upon  his  bare  putting  out  his  hand  to  the  ark,  died  in 
the  manner  already  mentioned,  he  did  not  receive  it  to  him- 
i      self  into  the  city,  but  he  took  it  aside  onto  a  certain  place 
belonging  to  a  righteous  man^  whose  name  was  Obcdcdom, 
I      who  was  by  his  family  a  Levite,  and  deposited  the  ark  with 
"iim :  and  it  remained  there  three  entire  months ;  this  aug- 

JOAephus  seems  lo  be  partly  in  the  right,  when  he  oliservcs  here  that  Uzxaii 

»  priest  (though  perhaps  he  might  be  a  Leritc),  and  watt;  Uiererore  Kiruck 

-  (br  touching  the  ark  conUmrv  to  the  Jaw,  and  for  which  profane  rashue^s 

itti  vra«  the  peoftlty  by  the  law*  Niimb«  tv.  15^  20«     Ste  the  like  before,  Autiq. 

VI.  ch.  i*  ^  4.     it  is  not  improbable  that  the  f>iitting  this  ark  in  a  cart,  when 

tt  ought  to  have  been  carried  by  the  pricM^  or  Levites.  as  it  was  pr^&ently  here  in 

JoMcphus  %o  carried  from  Obcd«^lon/s  house  to  David's,  might  be  also  an  occiuioti 

i  that  aoger  of  God  on  that  breach  af  bis  law.     See  Numb.  iv.  15^  1  Chroni 
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inented  the  house  of  ObeJedotii,  and  conferred  many  bles^ 
jngs  upon  it.     And  when  the  king  heard  what  had  beikUen 
Obededoin,  how  he  was  become  of  a  poor  man,  in  a  low 
estate,  exceedingly  happy,  and  the  object  of  envy  to  aU 
those  that  saw  or  inquired  after  his  house,  he  took  courage, 
and  hoping  that  he  siiould  meet  with  no  misfortune  thereby, 
he  transferred  the  ark  to  his  own  house,  the  priests  carry- 
ing it,  while  seven  companies  of  singers,  who  were  set  in 
that  order  by  the  king,  went  before  it,  and  while  he  himself 
played  upon  the  bar}),  and  joined  in  the  mustc,  insomueh^ 
that  when  his  wife  Michal,  the  daughter  of  Saul,  who  was 
our  first  king,  saw  him  so  doing,  she  laughed  at  him*     Bat 
when  they  had  brought  in  the  ark,  they  placed  it  under  tk 
tabernacle  which  David  had  pitched  for  it,  and  he  o&ereil 
UNitly  sacrifices  and  peace*of]erings,  and  treated  the  whole 
multitude,  and  dealt  both  to  the  women  and  the  men  and 
the  infants  a  loaf  of  bread  and  a  cake,  and  another  cute 
baked  in  a  pan,  with  a  portion  of  the  sacrifice.     So  wbeil 
he  Iiad  thus  feasted  the  people,  he  sent  them  away^  and  he 
himself  returned  to  his  own  house. 

3,  But  when  Michal  his  wife,  the  daughter  of  Saul,  came 
and  stood  by  him,  she  wished  him  all  other  happiness ;  and 
entreated  that  whatsoever  he  should  further  desire,  to 
tile  utmost  possibility  might  be  given  him  by  God,  and  that 
he  might  be  favourable  to  him  ;  yet  did  she  blame  him,  tlwl 
BO  great  a  kiug  as  he  was  should  dance  after  an  unseemly 
manner,  and  in  his  dancing  uncover  himself  among  the  ser- 
vants and  the  hand-maidens.  But  he  replied,  **  that  he  w»« 
not  ashamed  to  do  what  was  acceptable  to  God,  who  bid 
preferred  him  before  her  father,  and  before  all  other;  that 
he  would  pray  frequently,  and  dance,  without  any  regard  tn 
what  the  hand -maidens  and  slie  herself  thought  of  it***  So 
this  Rlichal  had  no  children;  however,  wlien  she  was  aftef- 
urards  married  to  him  to  whom  Saul  her  father  had  given 
her  (for  at  this  time  David  had  taken  her  away  from  hint* 
and  had  her  himself),  she  bare  five  children.  But  conwni- 
ing  those  matters  I  shall  discourse  in  a  proper  place. 

4.  Now,  when  the  king  saw  that  his  affairs  grew  better 
almost  every  day,  by  llie  will  of  God,  he  thought  he  ihoiali 
offend  him,  if,  while  he  himself  continued  in  houses  m»de 
of  cedar,  such  as  were  of  a  great  height,  and  had  the  most 
curious  works  of  architecture  in  them,  he  should  overlook 
the  ark  while  it  was  laid  in  a  tabernacle,  and  was  desirous  to 
build  a  temple  to  God*  as  Moses  had  predicted  such  t 
temjde  should  be  built ''.      And  when  he   had  discoursed 

*■  Jo&epltufi  here  ioforms  us,  tliat,  according  to  his  uiRleriUutltof  of  the  muti«X 
liU  tuiiy  of  llic  PcuUleut'b,  jVta5<i&  had  bimsttlf  foretold  Ilu»  tiuiUftng  of  tlic  itntfk, 
uhieli  )ci  is  jmvUicrtf  ihat  1  kuow  oft  in  our  prcscul  copies:  Had  tlifti  Xhis  u  oo< 
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Kh    Nathan   tlie   prophet    about  these  things,   and    been 
;our;igeJ  by  him  to  do  ^^hatsoever  he  had  a  mind  to  do, 
fts  having  God  with  him  and  his  helper  in  all  things,,  he  was 
thereupon  the  more  ready  to  set  about  that  building.     But 
God  appeared  to  Nathan  that  very  night,  and  commatided 
■fan  to  say  to  David  ^,  that  •*  he  took  his  purpose  and  his  de- 
^pes  kindly,  since  nobody  had  before  now  taken  it  into  their 
head  to  build  him  a  temple,  although  upon  his  Itaving  such 
JUiotion  he  would  not  permit  him  tu  build  him  that  temple, 
^pcause  he  hail  made  many  wars,  and  was  defiled  with  the 
Slaughter  of  his  enemies  ;  that  however  after  his  death  in 
bis  old  age,  and  when  lie  had  lived  a  long  life,  there  should 
be  a  temple  built  by  a  son  of  his,  who  should  take  the  king- 
dom after  him,  and  should  be  calleil  Solomon,  whom  he 
promised  to  provide  for,  as  a  father  provides  for  his  son,  by 

fsserving  the  kingdom  for  his  son's  posterity,  and  deliver- 
l  it  to  them,  but  that  he  would  still  punish  him  if  he 
ned,  with  diseases  and  barrenness  of  land."  When 
David  understood  this  from  the  prophet,  and  was  over- 
joyful  at  this  knowledge  of  the  sure  continuance  of  the 
dotiiinion  to  his  posterity,  and  that  his  house  should  be 
ftplendid,  and  very  famous,  he  came  to  the  ark,  and  fell 
down  ou  his  face,  and  began  to  adore  God,  and  to  return 
thanks  to  him  for  all  his  benefits,  as  well  for  those  that  he 
bad  already  bestowed  upon  hitn  in  raising  him  from  a  low 
«slate,  and  from  the  employment  of  a  shepherd,  to  so  great 
rnity  of  dominion  and  glory  ;  as  for  those  also  which  he 
promised  to  his  posterity;  and  besides,  for  that  pro- 
Yidence  which  he  had  exercised  over  the  Hebrews  in  pro- 
curing them  the  liberty  they  enjoyed  :  and  when  he  had 
gaid  thus,  and  had  sung  a  hymn  of  praise  to  God,  he  went 
^i&  way* 

m  mistake  set  dovrn  by  him  tiDwarilj  appears  by  whmt  he  observed  before,  oo 
Antiq*  B.  IV.  ch.  viiL  $  46,  how  I^Ioses  forelald,  that  upon  the  Jews^  Tulure  dis- 
obedience, their  temple  should  be  burnt  and  rebiilltp  and  that  uol  once  only,  bot 
•etenl  times  afterward.     See  also  Josephus's  mention  of  God's  former  commaods 
to  bflild  such  a  teinple  presently,  ch,  x«v.  §  2,  contrary  to  our  other  copies,  or  at 
Iftstt  to  our  tranilatioD  of  the  Hebrew,  2  Sanu  vii.  6,  7  ;  t  C%roa.  xviL  5,  6. 
^^  y  Jo^epbus  seems,  m  this  place,  with  our  modern  interpreters,  to  confound  the 
^Brn  dntinci  predictions  which  God  made  to  David»  and  to  Nathan,  concerning 
^Hs  building  itTm  a  temple  by  one  of  DavidV  posterity  :   the  one  beiongeth  to 
Solomon,  the  other  to  the  I^fesaiah  ;  the  dlstioctton  between  which  ts  of  the  gre&lesl 
coosequence  to  the  Christian  religion. 
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CHAPTER  V. 

How  Datid  brought  under  the  Philistines,  and  the  Moab- 
ites,  and  the  kings  of  Sophene^  and  of  Damascus,  and  cj 
the  Syrians y  as  ako  the  Idumeans^  in  war;  and  how  ke 
made  a  league  with  the  king  of  Hamath  ;  and  was  mind' 
ful  of  the  friendship  that  Jonathan,  the  son  of  Saul,  had 
borne  to  him. 

$  1.  A  LITTLE  while  after  this,  he  considered  that  he  ought 
to  make  war  against  the  Philistines,  and  not  to  see  any  ide- 
ness  or  laziness  permitted  in  his  management,  that  so  it 
might  prove,  as  God  had  foretold  to  him,  that  when  he  hid 
overthrown  his  enemies  he  should  leave  his  posterity  to 
reign  in  peace  afterward :  so  he  called  together  his  amif 
again,  and  when  he  had  charged  them  to  be  ready  and  pre- 
pared for  war,  and  when  he  thought  that  all  things  in  hit 
army  were  in  a  good  state,  he  removed  from  Jerusalem,  and 
came  against  the  Philistines:  and  when  he  had  overcome 
them  in  battle,  and  had  cut  off  a  great  part  of  their  country, 
and  adjoined  it  to  the  country  of  the  Hebrews,  he  trans* 
ferred  the  war  to  the  Moabites ;  and  when  he  had  overcome 
two  parts  of  their  army  in  the  battle,  he  took  the  remaining 
part  captive,  and  imposed  tribute  upon  them,  to  be  paid, 
annually.  He  then  made  war  against  Hadadezer,  the  son 
of  Rehob,  king  of  Sophene :  and  when  he  had  joined  battb 
with  him  at  the  river  Euphrates,  he  destroyed  twenty 
thousand  of  his  foot- men,  and  about  seven  thousand  of  hu 
horse-men.  He  also  took  a  thousand  of  his  chariots,  and 
destroyed  the  greatest  part  of  them,  and  ordered  that  no 
more  than  one  hundred  should  be  kept ". 

2.  Now  when  Hadad  %  king  of  Damascus  and  of  Syriii 
heard  that  David  fouglit  against  Hadadezer,  who  was  hit 
friend,  he  came  to  his  assistance  with  a  powerful  army,  ii 
hopes  to  rescue  him ;  and  when  he  had  joined  battle  with 

*  David's  reserving  only  one  hundred  chariots  for  himself  out  of  ooe  thoustnd  hi 
had  taken  from  Hadadezer,  was  most  probably  done  in  compliance  with  the  lawflf 
Moses,  which  forbade  a  king  of  Israel  "  to  multiply  horses  to  himself,"  Deut.ivii* 
16,  one  of  the  principal  uses  of  horses  in  Judea  at  that  time  being  fordrawiof 
their  chariots.     See  Josh.  xii.  6  ;  and  Antiq.  B.  V.  chap.  i.  §  18. 

*  It  deserves  here  to  be  remarked,  that  this  Hadad,  being  a  veiy  great  kingt 
was  conquered  by  David,  whose  posterity  yet  for  several  generations  were  ctllei 
Benhadad,  or  the  son  of  Hadad,  till  the  days  of  Ilazael,  whose  son  Adar  or  Adtf 
is  also  in  our  Hebrew  copy,  2  Kings,  xiii.  24,  written  Benhadad,  but  in  Josephtf 
Adad  or  Adar.  And  strange  it  is,  that  the  son  of  Hazael,  said  to  be  such  in  tiie 
same  text,  and  in  Joscphus,  Antiq.  B.  IX.  ch.  viii.  §  7,  should  still  be  called  the 
8on  of  Hadad  ;  I  would  therefore  here  correct  our  Hebrew  copy  from  Josephus's, 
which  seems  to  have  the  true  nuiding. 
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David  at  the  river  Euphrates,  he  failed  of  bis  purpose, 
^d  lost  ill  battle  a  great  number  of  his  soldiers ;  tor  there 
B^re  slain  of  the  army  of  Hadad  twenty  thousand,  and  all 
Ke  rest  fled.  Nicolaus  also  [of  Damascus]  makes  mention 
K  tliis  king,  in  the  fourth  book  of  his  histories;  where 
ne  speaks  thus:  **  A  great  while  after  these  things  had 
|>pened|  there  was  one  of  that  country  whose  name  was 
lad,  who  was  become  very  potent:  he  reigned  over 
sens,  and  the  other  parts  of  Syria,  excepting  Phenicia. 
He  made  war  against  David^  the  king  of  Judea,  and  tried 
^■p  fortune  in  many  battles,  and  particularly  in  the  last  bat- 
^m  at  Euphrates,  wherein  he  was  beaten.  He  seemed  to 
Hre  been  the  most  excellent  of  all  their  kings  in  strength 
Bd  manhood/'  Nay,  besides  this,  he  says  of  his  posterity, 
that  after  his  death  they  succeeded  one  another  in  his  king- 
'^m,  and  in  his  name;"  where  he  thus  speaks:  **  When 
pdad  was  dead,  his  posterity  reigned  for  ten  generations, 
1&  of  Ins  successors  receiving  from  his  father  that  his  do- 
aion,  and  this  his  name ;  as  did  the  Ptolemies  in  Egypt, 
Sue  the  third  was  the  most  powerful  of  theiu  all,  and  was 

tling  to  avenge  the  defeat  his  foreiather  had  received  :  so 
made  an  expedition  against  the  Jews,  and  laid  waste  the 
f  which  is  now  called  bamaria/'    Nor  did  he  err  from  the 
tnith ;  for  this   is   that  Hadad  who   made    the    expedition 

Iiatnst  Samaria,  in  the  reign  of  Ahab,  king  of  Israel;  con- 
ming  whom  we  shall  speak  in  due  place  hereafter, 
3,  Now  when  David  had  made  an  exj^edition  against 
ainaticus,  and  the  other  parts  of  Syria,  and  had  brought  it 
all  into  subjection,  and  had  placed  garrisons  in  the  country, 
and  appointed  that  tliey  should  pay  tribnte,  he  returned 
bome.  He  also  dedicated  to  God  at  Jerusalem,  the  golden 
Bjlivers,  the  entire  armour  wliich  the  guards  of  Hadatl  used 
B  wear,  wliieh  Shislmk  the  king  of  Egypt  took  away  when 
he  fought  with  l>avid*s  grandson  Reho!)oam,  with  a  great 

ffttl   oi   other  wealth  which  he   carried  out  of  Jerusalem, 
owever,  these  things  will  come  to  be  explained  in  their 
©per   places   hereafter.      Now   as    for   the   king   of  the 
cbrews,  he  was  assisted  by  God,  who  gave  him  great  sue- 
c^fts  in  his  wars,  and  made  an  expedition  against  the  best 
eities  of  Hadadezer,  Bctah,  and  Machon  ;  so  he  took  tlieni 
by  farce  and  laid  them  waste.     Therein  was  found  a  very 
^pcat  quantity  of  gold  and  silver,  besides  that  sort  of  brass 
^hiich  is  said  to  be  more  valuable  than  gold  ;  of  which  brass 
^blomon    made   that   large    vessel    which    was    called    the 
^prasen]  sea,  and  those  most  curious  lavers,  when  he  built 
the  temple  for  God. 

4<  But  when  the  king  of  Hamath  was  informed  of  the  ill 
success  of  Hadadezer,  and  liad  heard  of  the  ruin  of  his 
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amiyi  he  was  afraid  on  his  own  account,  aiid  resolved  Cq 
make  a  league  of  friendship  and  fidelity  with  David  befoi 
he  should  come  against  him;  so  he  sent  to  him  his  soi 
Joram,  and  professed  that  he  owed  him  thanks  for  his  figh 
ing  against  Hadadezer,  who  was  his  enemy,  and  made 
league  with  him  of  mutual  assistance  and  friendship*     Ha] 
also   sent   him  presents,  vessels  of  ancient  workmanship 
both  of  gold,  of  silver,  and  of  brass.     So  when  David  bai 
made  his  league  of  mutual  assistance  with  Toi  (for  that 
the  name  of  the  king  of  Hamath),  and  had  received  the  pre- 
sents he  sent  him,  he  dismissed  his  son  with  that  respect 
which  was  due  on  both   sides*     But  then  David   brouglit 
those  presents  that  were  sent  by  him,  as  also  the  rest  of  ihe 
gold  and  silver  which  he  had  taken  of  the  cities  whom  he 
had  conquered,  and  dedicated  them  to  God.     Nor  did  God 
give  victory  and  success  to  him  only  when  he  went  to  the 
battle  himself,  and  led  hi^s  own  army,  but  he  gave  victory  to 
Abishai,  the  brother  of  Joab,  general  of  his  forces,  over  the 
Idumeans  ^\  and  by  him  to  David,  when  he  sent  him  with&n 
army  into  Idumea;  for  Abishai  destroyed  eighteen  tliousaitd 
of  them  in  battle;  whereupon  the  king  [of  Israel]  phiced 
garrisons  through  all  Idumea,  and  received  the   tribute  of 
the  country,  and  of  every  head  among  them.     Now  David 
was  in  his  nature  just,  and  made  his  determination  with  re- 
gard to  truth.     He  had  for  the  general  of  his  whole  army 
Joah;   and  lie  made  Jehoshaphat,  the  son  of  Ahilud,  re- 
corder.   He  also  appointed  Zadok,  of  the  family  of  Phineas^ 
to  be  high-priest,  together  Vith  Abiathar,  for  he  was  to 
friend,     lie  also  made  Seisan  the  scribe;  and  coraouttd 
the  command  over  the  guards  of  his  body  to  Benaiabi  tbc 
8on  of  Jehuiada.     His  elder  sons  were  near  his  body*  and 
had  the  care  of  it  also. 

5.  He  also  called  to  mind  the  covenants  and  the  oaths  he 
had  made  with  Junathari»  the  son  of  Sauli  and  the  friendship 
and  affection  Jonathan  had  fur  him;  for  besides  all  the  TCi\ 
of  his  excellent  qualities  with  which  he  was  endowed,  ht 
was  also  exceeding  mindful  of  such  as  had  at  other  times 
bestowed  benefits  upon  him.  He  therefore  gave  order  thai 
inquiry  should  be  made,  whether  any  of  Jonathans  lineage 
were  living,  to  whom  he  might  make  return  of  that  familiw 
acquaintance  which  Jonathan  had  had  with  him,  and  for 
which  he  was  sliO  debtor.     And  when  one  of  Saul's  freed* 

^  By  this  great  victory  over  the  Tduroeaas  or  Kdomite«»  tlie  posterity  of  £«tii. 
and  by  the  conseciuent  rribiUe  paid  by  that  nation  to  tlie  Jews,  were  ibfl  propbiCiff 
delivered  to  Rebecca  before  Jacob  aud  Esau  were  born,  ami  by  old  I«aic  Mn 
hi*  death,  that  the  elder.  Esau,  or  the  Womites,  should  serve  the  yoangeft  Jic«i 
or  the  Urnelites,  and  Jamb,  or  ihe  iKnieUles,  should  Ik  Esau's  or  the  Kdofiii<%'' 
lord,  remarkably  fulfilled.  See  AnUq,  II.  VlIE  ch.  m,  ^  6  ;  Gen.  mew*^;  io^ 
Ibe  Doteft  oo  AoUq.  H.  1.  ch.  xviii,  ^  5,  6. 
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inen  was  brought  to  him,  who  was  acquairitetl  wUli  those  of 
^k  family  that  were  still  living,  he  asked  Iiim,  **  whether  he 
fnild  tell  him  of  any  one  belonging  to  Jonathan  (hat  was 
^bw  alive,  and  capable  of  a  requital  of  the  benefits  which  he 
Pul  received  from  *Jonathan."     And  when  he  said,  *' that  a 

gron  of  his  was  remaininsf.  whose  name  was  Mephibosheth, 

«t  that  he  was  lame  of  his  feet;  for  that  when  his  nurse 
urd  that  the  father  and  grandfather  uf  the  chiUl  were 
len  in  the  battle,  she  snatched  him  up,  and  tied  away,  and 
let  him  fall  from  her  slKmklers,  and  his  feet  were  lamed/* 
when  he  had  learned  where  and  by  whom  he  was  brought 
,  he  sent  messengers  to  Machir,  to  the  city  of  Lodebar, 
witti  him  was  the  son  of  Jonathan  brought  up,  and  sent 
him  to  come  to  liim.  So  whjen  Mephibosheth  came  to 
[e  king,  he  fell  on  his  face  and  worshipped  him;  but  David 
icouraged  him,  and  bid  him  be  of  good  cheer,  and  expect 
Iter  times.  Ho  he  giivc  him  his  father*s  house,  and  all  the 
itate  which  his  grandfather  Saul  was  in  possession  of,  and 
him  come  and  diet  with  him  at  his  own  table,  and  never 
to  be  absent  one  day  from  that  table*  And  when  the  youth 
had  worshipped  him  on  account  of  his  words  and  gifts  given 
to  him,  he  called  for  Ziba,  and  told  him  that  he  had  given 
tlie  youth  his  father^s  house,  and  all  Saurs  estate.  He  also 
ordered  that  Ziba  should  cultivate  his  land*  and  take  care 

Kit»  and  bring  him  the  profits  of  all  to  Jerusalem.  Ac- 
rdingly  David  brought  him  to  his  table  every  day;  and 
beBtowed  upon  the  ycnith,  Ziba  and  his  sons,  who  were  in 
number  fifteen,  and  his  servants >  who  were  in  number 
twenty.  When  the  king  had  made  these  appointments,  and 
Ziba  had  worshipped  him,  and  promised  to  do  all  that  he 
had  bidden  him,  lie  went  his  way ;  so  that  this  son  of  Jona- 
than dwelt  at  Jerus,'dem,  and  dieted  at  the  king  s  table,  an^ 
hml  the  sarne  care  that  a  son  could  claim  taken  of  him.  He 
abo  had  himself  a  son,  whom  he  named  Micha. 


CHAPTER    VI. 

JIow  the  war  was  waged  against  the  Ammonites,  and  happily 

concluded. 

*  1 .  Tnr.SK  were  the  honours  that  such  as  were  left  of 
^  lis  and  Jonathan's  lineage  received  from  David,  About 
ilu^  time  died  Nahash,  the  king  of  the  Ammonites,  who 
w.i^  a  friend  of  David's ;  and  when  his  son  had  succeeded 
his  father  in  tlie  kingtlom,  David  sent  ambassadors  to  him 
to  comfort  him:  and  exhorted  him  to  take  his  father's 
death  patiently,  and  to  expect  that  he  would  continue  the 
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name  kindness  to  himself  which  he  bad  showed  to  hi»  father 
But  the  princes  of  the  Ammonites  took  this  message  in  evil 
part,  and  not  as  David's  kind  dispositions  gave  reason  to 
take  it ;  and  they  excited  the  king  to  resent  it ;  and  sntd, 
that  David  had  sent  men  to  spy  out  the  country,  and  what 
strength  it  had,  under  the  pretence  of  humanity  and  kindness. 
They  further  advised  him  to  have  a  care,  and  not  to  give 
heed  to  David's  words,  lest  he  should  be  deluded  by  him, 
and  so  fall  into  an  inconsolable  calamity.  Accordingly 
Nahash's  [son],  the  king  of  the  Ammonites,  thought  these 
princes  spake  what  was  more  probable  than  the  truth  would 
admit,  and  so  abused  the  ambassadors  after  a  very  harsh 
manner;  for  he  shaved  the  one  half  of  their  beards,  and  cut 
oft'  one  half  of  their  garments,  and  sent  his  answer  not  in 
words,  but  in  deeds.  When  the  king  of  Israel  saw  this,  he 
had  indignation  at  it,  and  showed  openly  that  he  would  not 
overlook  tiiis  injurious  and  contumelious  treatment,  but 
would  make  war  with  the  Anunonites,  and  would  avenge  thk 
wicked  treatment  of  his  ambassadors  on  their  king.  So  that 
the  king's  intimate  friends  and  commanders,  understanding 
that  they  had  violated  their  league,  and  were  liable  to  be 
punished  for  the  same,  made  preparations  for  war,  they  also 
sent  a  thousand  talents  to  the  Syrian  king  of  IVf-  -aia, 

and  endeavoured  to  prevail  with  him  to  assist  tlt^  hat 

pay,  and  Shobach.  Now  these  kings  had  twenty  thousaati 
foot-men.  They  also  hired  the  king  of  the  country,  calletl 
Maacah,  and  a  fourth  king,  by  name  Ishtob;  which  last  hail 
twelve  thousand  armed  men. 

2.  But  David  was  under  no  consternation  at  this  con- 
federacy, nor  at  the  forces  of  the  Ammonites ;  and  putting 
his  trust  in  God,  because  he  was  going  to  war  in  a  just  cause, 
on  account  of  the  injurious  treatment  he  had  met  with,  be 
immediately  sent  Joab,  the  captain  of  his  host,  against  them, 
and  gave  him  the  flower  of  his  army,  who  pitched  his  camp 
by  Rabbath,  the  metropolis  of  the  Ammonites  ;  whereupon 
the  enemy  came  out  antl  set  themselves  in  array,  not  all  of 
them  together,  but  in  two  bodies ;  for  the  auxiliaries  were 
set  in  array  in  the  plain  by  themselves,  but  the  army  of  th^ 
Ammonites  at  the  gates  over-against  the  Hebrews.  Wbfli 
Joab  saw  this,  he  opposed  one  stratagem  against  anotheir 
and  chose  out  the  most  hardy  part  of  his  men,  and  set  them 
in  opposition  to  the  king  of  Syria,  and  the  kings  that  wrrt 
with  him,  and  gave  the  other  part  to  his  brother  Abtshai* 
and  bid  him  set  them  in  opposition  to  tlie  Ammonites ;  am) 
eaid  to  him,  **  that  in  case  he  should  see  that  the  S^Tians 
distressed  him,  and  were  too  hard  for  him,  he  should  orelcf 
his  troops  to  turn  about,  and  assist  him  :*'  and  he  said,  iNt 
**he  himself  would  do  the  same  to  him,  if  he  saw  him  in  the 
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like  distress  from  tlie  Ammonites/'  So  lie  sent  his  brother 
before,  and  encouraged  liim  to  do  every  thing  courageously 
and  with  alacrity,  which  wouh!  teach  them  to  be  afraid  of 
disgrace,  and  to  iight  manfully  ;  and  so  he  dismissed  him  to 
fight  with  the  Ammonites,  while  he  fell  upon  the  Synans. 
And  though  they  made  a  strong  opposition  for  a  while,  Joab 
slew  many  of  ihem,  but  compelled  the  rest  to  betake  them- 
8elve«  to  flight;  which,  when  the  Ammonites  saw,  and  were 
withal  afraid  of  Abishai,  and  his  armVt  they  staid  no  longer, 
but  imitated  their  auxiliaries,  and  fled  to  the  city.  80  Joab, 
when  he  had  thus  overcome  the  cnemy>  returned  with  great 
joy  to  Jerusalem  to  the  king, 

3.  This  defeat  did  not  still  induce  the  Ammonites  to  be 
quiet,  nor  to  own  those  that  were  super itir  to  them  to  be  so, 
and  be  still,  but  they  sent  to  Chalaman  the  king  of  the 
Syrians,  beyond  Euphrates,  and  hired  him  for  an  auxiliary, 
lie  had  Shobach  for  the  captain  of  his  host,  with  eighty 
thousand  foot-men,  and  ten  thousand  horse-men.  Now 
when  the  king  of  the  Hebrews  understood  that  the  Ammo- 
nites had  again  gatheretl  so  great  an  army  together,  he 
determined  to  make  war  with  them  no  longer  by  his  generals, 
but  he  passed  over  the  river  Jordan  himself  with  all  his 
army;  and  when  he  met  them  he  joined  battle  with  them, 
and  overcame  them,  and  slew  forty  thousand  of  their  foot- 
men, and  seven  thousand  of  their  horse-men.  He  also 
wounded  Shobach,  the  general  of  Chalaman*s  forces,  w*ha 
died  of  that  stroke  ;  but  the  people  of  Mesopotamia,  upon 
8uch  a  conclusion  of  the  battle,  delivered  themselves  up  to 
David,  and  sent  him  presents,  who  at  winter*time  returned 
to  JeiTisalem.  But  at  the  beginning  of  the  spring  he  sent 
Joab,  the  captain  of  Ids  host,  to  fight  against  the  Ammo- 
nites, who  overran  all  their  country,  and  laid  it  waste,  and 
shut  them  up  in  their  metropolis  Kabbah,  and  besieged  them 
therein, 


CHAPTER  VIL 


I  Jfaw  David  fell  in  love  with  Bathsheba,  and  sletv  her  husband 
Uriah  fjor  which  he  is  reproved  bt/  Nathan. 

§  U  But  Davdd  fell  now  into  a  very  grievous  sin,  though  he 
were  otherwise  naturally  a  righteous  and  a  religious  man, 
and  one  that  firmly  observed  the  laws  of  our  fathers ;  for 
when  late  in  an  evening  he  took  a  view  rountl  him  from  the 
roof  of  his  royal  palace,  where  he  used  to  walk  at  that  hour, 
he  saw  a  woman  washing  herself  in  her  own  house :  she  was 
one   of  extraordinary   beauty,   and    therein    surpassed   all 
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other  women;  her  name  was  Batbslieba,     So  he  ira«  ovei^ 
come  by  that  woman's  beauty,  and  was  not  able  to  restrnin 
his  desires,  but  sent  for  her,  and  lay  with  her.     Hereupon 
she  conceived  with  child,  and  sent  to  tbe  king,  that  he 
should  contrive  some  way  for  concealing  her  sin,  (for,  ac- 
cording to  the  laws  of  their  fathers,  she  who  had  been 
guilty  of  adultery  ought  to  be  put  to  death).     So  the  Icitig 
sent  for  Joab's  armour-bearer  from  the  siege,  who  was  the 
woman's  husband;  and  his  name  was  Uriah:  and  when  be 
was  come,  the  king  inquired  of  him  about  the  army,  and 
about  the  siege ;  and  when  he  had  made  answer »  that  all 
their  affairs  went  according  to  their  wishes,  the  king  took 
some  portions  of  meat  from  his  supper  and  gave  them  to 
him,  and  bade  him  go  home  to  his  wife,  and  take  his  rest 
with  her,     Uriah  did  not  do  so,  but  slept  near  the  kirij^ 
with  the  rest  of  his  armour-bearers.     When  the  king  wu 
infonned  of  this,  he  asked  him  why  he  did  not  go  home  to 
his  house,  and  to  his  wife,  after  so  long  an  absence  ;  which  is 
the  natural  custom  of  all  men,  when  they  come  from  a  long 
journey.     He  replied,  that  it  was  not  rights  wliile  his  fellow- 
soldiers,  and  the  general  of  the  army,  slept  upon  the  ground, 
in  the  camp,  and  in  the  enemy *s  country*  that  he  should 
go  and  take  his  rest^  and  solace  himself  with  his  wife.     So 
when  he  had   thus  replied,  the  king  ordered  hiro  to  stay 
there  that  night,  that  he  might  dismiss  him  the  next  day  to 
the  general.     So  the  king  invited  Uriah  to  the  supper,  and 
after  a  cunning  and  dexterous  manner  plied  him  with  drink 
at  Bupper  till  he  was  thereby  disordered ;  yet  did  he  n€ve^ 
theless  sleep  at  the  king*s  gates,  without  any  inclination  to 
go  to  his  wife.     Upon  this  the  king  was  very  angry  at  him; 
and  wrote  to  Joab,  and  commanded  him  to  punish  Urialit 
for  he  told  him  that  he  had  oHbnded  him  ;  antl  he  suggestd 
to  him  the  manner  in  which  he  would  have  him  punished, 
that  it  might  not  be  discovered  that  he  was  himself  tlio  author 
of  this  liis  punishment;  for  he  charged  him  to  set  him  over- 
against  that  part  of  the  enemy's  army  where  the  attack 
would  be  most  liazardous,  and  where  he  might  be  deserted, 
and  be  in  the  greatest  jeopardy ;  for  he  bid  him  order  his 
fellow>si>tdiers  to  retire  out  of  the  fight.     When  he  had 
written  this  to  him,  and  sealed  the  letter  with  his  own  seal, 
he  gave  it  to  Uriah  to  carry  it  to  Joab.     When  Joab  bml 
received    it,  and   upon   reading   it   understood   the   king* 
purpose,  he  set   Uriah  in  that  place  where  he  knew  the 
enemy  would  be  most  troublesome  to  them ;  and  gave  hiro 
for  his  partners  some  of  the  best  soldiers  in  the  army  ;  and 
said,  that  he  would  also  come  to  their  assistance  with  the 
whole  army,  that  if  possible  they  might  break  down  some 
part  of  the  wall,  and  enter  the  city.    And  he  desired  him  to 
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be  glad  of  the  opportunity  of  exposing  himself  to  such  ^eat 
pains,  and  not  to  be  displeased  at  it,  since  he  was  a  valiant 
soldier,  and  had  a  ^reat  re|}utation  for  his  valour,  both 
with  the  king  and  with  liis  countrymen.  And  when  Uriah 
undertook  the  work  he  was  set  upon  with  alacrity,  he  gave 
private  orders  to  those  who  w^ere  to  he  his  companions, 
that  when  they  saw^  the  erjemy  make  a  sally,  they  should 
leave  liini*  When,  therefore,  the  Hebrews  made  an  attack' 
upon  tlie  city,  the  Ammonites  were  afraid  that  the  enemy 
might  prevent  ihein,  and  get  up  into  the  city,  and  this  at 
the  very  place  whither  Uriati  was  ordered,  so  they  expoised 
their  best  soldiers  to  be  in  the  fore  front,  and  opened  their 
gates  suddenly,  and  fell  upon  the  enemy  with  great  vehe- 
mence, and  ran  violently  upon  them.  Wlien  those  that 
were  with  Uriah  saw  this,  they  all  retreated  backward,  as 
Joab  had  directed  them  beforehand;  but  Uriah,  as  ashamed 
to  run  away  and  leave  his  post,  sustained  the  enemy,  and 
receiving  the  violence  of  their  onsets  he  slew  many  of  them» 
but  being  encompassed  round,  and  caught  in  the  midst  of 
them,  he  was  slain,  and  some  other  of  his  companions  were 
elain  with  him. 

2.  When  this  was  done,  Joab  sent  messengers  to  the  king, 
and  ordered  them  to  tell  him,  that  '*  he  did  what  he  could  to 
take  the  city  soon,  but  that,  as  they  made  an  assault  on  the 
wall,  they  had  been  forced  to  retire  with  great  loss/*  And 
bid  thein,  if  they  saw  the  king  was  angry  at  it,  to  add  this> 
that  **  Uriah  was  slain  also/'  When  the  king  had  heard  this 
of  the  messengers^  he  took  it  heinously,  and  said,  that  **  they 
did  wrong  when  they  assaulted  thew^all,  whereas  they  ought, 
by  untleraiining  and  other  stratagems  of  war,  to  endeavour 
the  taking  of  the  city,  especially  when  they  had  before  their 
eyes  the  example  of  Abimelech,  the  son  of  Gideon,  who 
would  needs  take  the  tower  in  Thebes  by  force,  and  was 
killed  by  a  large  stone  thrown  at  him  by  an  old  woman  ;  and, 
although  lie  was  a  man  of  great  prowess,  he  died  ignomini- 
ously  by  the  dangerous  manner  of  his  assault :  that  they 
should  remember  this  accident,  and  not  come  near  the  enemy's 
wall,  for  that  the  best  method  of  making  war  witli  success 
was  to  call  to  mind  the  accidents  of  former  wars,  and  what 
good  or  bad  success  had  attended  them  in  the  like  dangerous 
cases,  that  so  they  might  imitate  the  one,  and  avoid  the  other.** 
But  when  the  king  was  in  this  disposition,  the  messenger 
told  him,  that  Uriah  was  slain  also ;  whereupon  he  was 
pacified.  So  he  bid  the  messenger  go  back  to  Joab  and  tell 
him,  that  **  this  misfortune  is  no  other  than  what  is  common 
anion cj  mankind ;  and  that  such  is  the  nature,  and  such  the 
accidents  of  war,  insomuch,  that  sometimes  the  enemy  will 
have  success  therein,  and   sometimes  others,  but  that   he 
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ordered  him  to  go  on  still  in  his  care  about  the  siege,  that 
no  ill  accident  might  befall  him  in  it  hereafter;  that  thejr 
should  raise  bulwarks,  and  use  machines  in  besieging  mt 
city  ;  and  when  they  had  gotten  it,  to  overturn  its  very 
foundations,  and  to  destroy  all  those  that  are  in  it-"  Accord* 
ingly  the  messenger  carried  the  king's  message  with  vtbich 
he  was  charged,  and  made  haste  to  Joab.  But  Bathshehi, 
the  wife  of  Uriah,  w  hen  she  was  informed  of  the  death  of  her 
husband,  mourned  for  his  death  many  days;  and  when  her 
mourning  was  over,  and  the  tears  which  she  shed  for  Uriah 
were  dried  up,  the  king  took  her  to  wife  presently,  and  a«oo 
was  born  to  him  by  hen 

3.  With  this  marriage  God  was  not  well  pleased,  but  iriji 
thereupon  angry  at  David  :  and  he  appeared  to  Nathan  the 
prophet  in  his  sleep,  and  complained  of  the  king.  Kair 
Nathan  was  a  fair  and  prudent  man;  and  considering  that 
kings,  when  they  fall  into  a  passion,  are  guided  more  by  thai 
passion  than  they  are  by  justice,  he  resolved  to  conceal  the 
threatening  tliat  proceeded  from  God,  and  made  a  good- 
natured  discourse  to  him,  and  this  after  the  manner  following: 
he  desired  that  the  king  would  give  him  his  upiiiion  in  the 
following  case :  "There  were/  said  he,  **two  men  inhabitiog 
the  same  city,  the  one  of  them  was  rich,  and  [the  other  poor;] 
the  rich  man  had  a  great  many  flocks  of  cattle,  of  sheep,  and 
of  kine,  but  the  poor  man  had  but  one  ewe*lamb :  tliia  he 
brought  up  w  ith  his  children,  and  let  her  eat  her  food  with 
them,  and  he  had  the  ^ame  natural  affection  for  her  wbicli 
any  one  might  have  for  a  daughter*  Now  upon  the  coining 
of  a  stranger  to  the  rich  man,  he  would  not  vouchsafe  to  kii 
any  of  his  own  flocks,  and  thence  feast  his  friend,  but  be 
sent  for  the  poor  man's  lamb,  and  took  her  away  from  him, 
and  made  her  ready  for  food,  and  thence  feasted  the  stranger." 
This  discourse  trouhled  the  king  exceedingly;  and  lie  d^ 
nounced  to  Nathan,  that  **  this  man  was  a  wicked  man  who 
could  dare  to  do  such  a  thing;  and  that  it  was  but  just  thtt 
he  should  restore  the  lamb  fourfold,  and  be  punished  witk 
death  for  it  also."  Upon  this  Nathan  itnmedialely  said,  thit 
*'he  was  himself  the  man  who  ought  to  suffer  those  puuiJj- 
menta,  and  that  by  his  own  sentence,  and  that  it  was  he  who 
had  perpetrated  this  great  and  horrid  crime.  He  also  r«- 
vealed  to  him,  and  laid  before  him,  the  anger  of  God  agmiiit 
him,  who  had  made  him  king  over  the  army  of  the  Hebreirs, 
and  lord  of  all  the  nations,  and  those  many  and  great  natiooi* 
round  about  him;  who  had  formerly  delivered  him  out  of 
the  hands  of  Saul,  and  liad  given  him  such  wives  aa  he  Ittd 
justly  and  legally  married ;  and  now  this  God  was  desdH 
by  him»  and  affronted  by  his  impiety,  when  he  had  loafnRi 
•  and  now  had  another  man's  wife;  and  by  exposing  ber  hai- 
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bniitl  to  the  enemy,  had  realty  slain  him  ;  that  God  would  in- 
lict  puiushments  upon  him  on  account  of  those  instances  of 
E^kedness;  that  his  own  wives  should  be  forced  by  one  of 
»ns  ;  and  that  !ie  should  be  treacherously  supplanted  by 
ime  son;  and  that  although  he  had  perpetrated  his 
wickedness  secretly,  yet  shnukl  that  punishment  which  he 
jjias  to  undergo  be  inflicted  publicly  upon  him;  that  more- 
fett''  said  he,  *'  the  child  which  was  born  to  thee  of  her, 
aU  soon  die/'  When  the  king  was  troubled  at  these 
ssages,  and  suffieieutly  confounded,  and  said  with  tears 
id  sorrow,  that  he  had  sinned  (for  he  ivas  without  contro* 
crsy  a  pious  man,  and  guilty  of  no  sin  at  all  in  his  whole 
excepting  those  in  the  matter  of  Uriah)  God  had  com- 
ission  on  him,  and  was  reconciled  to  him,  and  promised  that 
fie  would  preserve  to  him  both  iiis  life  and  his  kingdom :  for 
he  said,  that  **  seeing  be  repented  of  the  things  he  had  done, 
he  was  no  longer  displeased  with  hum*     So  Nathan,  when 

thad  delivered  this  prophecy  to  the  king,  returned  hunie. 
4.  However,  God  sent  a  dangerous  distemper  upon  the 
child  that  was  boni  to  David  of  the  wife  of  Uriah  ;  at  which 
the  king  was  troubled,  and  did  not  take  any  food  for  seven 
days,  although  bis  servants  almost  forced  him  to  take  it,  but 
he  clothed  himself  in  a  black  garment^  and  fell  down^  and  lay 
upon  the  ground  in  sackcloth,  entreating  God  for  the  re- 

Bjvery  of  the  child,  for  he  vehemently  loved  the  chihrs  mother. 
ut  when»  on  the  seventh  day,  the  child  was  dead,  the  king^s 
Servants  durst  not  tell  him  of  it,  as  supposing  that  when  he 
Jlucw  it,  he  would  still  less  admit  of  food,  and  otfier  care  of 
Hiinself,  by  reason  of  his  grief  at  the  death  of  his  son,  since 
^then  the  child  was  only  sick,  he  so  greatly  afflicted  himself, 
and  grieved  for  him.     But  when  the  king  perceived  that  bis 
servants  were  in  disorder,  and  seemed  to  be  affected,  as  those 
are  who  are  very  desirous  to  conceal  something,  be  under- 
stood that  the  child  was  dead  ;  and  when  he  had  called  one 
^f  his  servants  to  liim,  and  discovered  that  so  it  was,  he  arose 
^np  and  washed  himself,  and  took  a  white  garment,  and  came 
^Bto  the  tabernacle  of  God*     He  also  commanded  them  to 
Bat  supper  before  him,  and  thereby  greatly  surprised  his 
TWndred  and  servants,  while  he  did  nothing  of  this  w^hen  the 
cbild  was  sick,  but  did  it  all  when  he  was  dead*     Whereupon 
iring  first  begged  leave  to  ask  him  a  question,  they  be* 
jght  him  to  tell  them  the  reason  of  this  his  conduct ;  he 
ben  called  them  unskilful  people  ;  and  instructed  them  how 
had  hopes  of  the  recovery  of  the  child  while  it  was  ahve, 
nd  accordingly  **  did  alt  that  was  proper  for  him  to  do,  aa 
linking  by  such  means  to  render  God  propitious  to  him,  but 
bal  when  the  child  was  dead,  there  was  no  longer  any  occa- 
for  grief,  which  was  then  to  no  purpose,'*     When  he 
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had  said  this,  they  commended  the  king's  wisdom  and  under- 
standing. He  then  went  in  unto  Bathsheba  his  wife,  and 
she  conceived  and  bare  a  son,  and  by  the  command  of  Nathan 
the  prophet,  called  his  name  Solomon. 

5.  But  Joab  sorely  distressed  the  Ammonites  in  the  siege, 
by  cutting  off  their  waters,  and  depriving  them  of  other 
means  of  subsistence,  till  they  were  in  the  greatest  want  of 
meat  and  drink,  for  they  depended  only  on  one  small  well 
of  water,  and  this  they  durst  not  drink  of  too  freely,  lest  the 
fountain  should  entirely  fail  them.  So  he  wrote  to  the  kug, 
and  informed  him  thereof;  and  persuaded  him  to  come 
himself  to  take  the  city,  that  he  might  have  the  honour  of 
the  victory.  Upon  this  letter  of  Joab*s,  the  king  accepted 
of  his  good-will  and  fidelity,  and  took  with  him  his  army, 
and  came  to  the  destruction  of  Rabbah  ;  and  when  he  had 
taken  it  by  force,  he  gave  it  to  his  soldiers  to  plunder  it; 
but  he  himself  took  the  king  of  the  Ammonites*  crown, 
whose  weight  was  a  talent  of  gold^;  and  it  had  in  its  middle 
a  precious  stone  called  a  sardonyx;  which  crown  David 
ever  after  wore  on  his  own  head.  He  also  found  many 
other  vessels  in  the  city,  and  those  both  splendid  and  of 
great  price ;  but  as  for  the  men  he  tormented  them^,  and 
then  destroyed  them:  and  when  he  had  taken  the  other 
cities  of  the  Ammonites  by  force,  he  treated  them  after  the 
same  manner. 


c  That  a  taleot  of  ^old  was  about  seven  pounds  weight,  see  the  d 
the  temples,  chap.  xiii.    Nor  could  Josephus  well  estimate  it  higher,  i 


descriplioB  sf 

J  since  n«  hoi 

says  ihat  David  wore  it  on  his  head  perpetually. 

<*  Whether  Josephus  saw  the  words  of  our  copies,  2  Sam.  xii.  31 ,  and  1  Chiis. 
zx.  3,  that  David  put  the  inhabitants,  or  at  least  the  g^arrison  of  Rabbah,  and  of 
the  other  Ammonite  cities  which  he  be&ieged  and  took,  under,  or  cut  them  vitk 
saws,  and  under,  or  with  harrows  of  irons,  and  under,  or  with  axes  of  iron,  and 
made  them  pass  through  the  brick-kiln,  is  not  here  directly  expressed.  If  besav 
them,  as  it  is  most  probable  he  did,  he  certainly  expounded  them  of  torroeoting 
these  Ammonites  to  death,  who  were  none  of  those  seven  nations  of  Caoaai, 
whose  wickedness  had  rendered  them  incapable  of  mercy  ;  otherwise  I  should  be 
inclinable  to  think,  that  the  meaning,  at  least  as  the  words  are  in  Samuel,  m^kt 
only  be  this,  that  they  were  made  the  lowest  slaves,  to  work  in  sawing  timber  or 
stone,  in  harrowing  the  6elds,  in  hewing  timber,  in  making  and  burnmg  bricks, 
and  the  like  hard  services,  but  without  taking  away  their  lives.  We  never  elie* 
where,  that  I  remember,  meet  with  such  methods  of  cruelty  in  putting  meo  to 
death  in  all  the  Bible,  or  in  any  other  ancient  history  whatsoever:  nor  do  tbe 
words  in  Samuel  seem  naturally  to  refer  to  any  such  thing. 
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CHAPTER  VIIL 


tow  Absalom  murdered  Amnofi,  tijho  had  forced  his  own 
xhiert  and  how  he  was  banished^  and  afterward  recalled 
fe  btf  Dacid, 

y  1.  When  the  king  was  returned  to  Jerusalem,  a  sad  mis* 
fortune  befell  his  house,  on  the  occasion  following  :  he  had 
a  daughter,  who  was  yet  a  virgin,  and  very  handsome,  inso- 
much that  she  surpassed  all  the  most  beautiful  wH>men ;  her 
name  was  Tamar  :  she  had  I  he  same  mother  with  Absalom. 
Now  Amnon,  David*s  eldest  son,  fell  in  love  w^ith  her,  and 
being  not  able  to  obtain  his  desires,  on  account  of  her  vir- 
ginity, and  the  custody  she  was  under,  was  much  out  of 
order;  nay,  his  grief  so  eat  up  his  body,  that  he  grew  lean, 

rid  his  colour  was  changed*  Now  there  was  one  Jonadab, 
kinsman  and  friend  of  his,  who  discovered  this  his  pas- 
sion, for  he  was  an  extraordinary  wise  man,  and  of  great 
ttgacity  of  mind.  When  therefore  he  saw  that  every  morn- 
■|[g  Amnon  was  not  in  body  as  he  ought  to  be,  he  capie  to 
tlm,  and  desired  him  to  tell  him  what  was  the  cause  of  it : 
however,  he  said,  that  he  guessed  that  it  arose  from  the 
passion  of  love.  Amnon  confesied  his  passion,  that  he  was 
jp  love  w^ith  a  sister  of  his,  who  had  the  same  fiither  with 
iself.  So  Jonadab  suggested  to  him  by  wliat  method 
contrivance  he  might  obtain  his  desires  ;  for  he  per- 
ided  him  to  pretend  sickness,  and  bid  him,  when  his 
ther  should  come  to  him,  to  beg  of  him  that  his  sister 
kight  come  and  minister  to  him,  for  if  that  were  done  he 
lould  be  better,  and  sliould  quickly  recover  from  his  dis- 
mper.  So  Amnon  lay  down  on  his  bed,  and  pretended  to 
sick,  as  Jonadab  had  sug*ijested.  When  his  father 
Es,  and  inquired  how  he  did,  he  begged  of  him  to  send 
sister  to  him.  Accordingly,  he  presently  ordered  her  to 
brought  to  him  ;  and  when  she  was  come,  Amnon  bid 
rlier  make  cakes  for  him,  and   fry  them  in  a  pan,  and  do  it 

Kwith   her   own   ljandi«,   because    he    should    take    them 
tter  from  her  hand  [than  from  any  one'8  else.]     So  she 
Icneaded  the  flour  in   the  sight  of  her  brother,  and  made 
Jljtn  cakes,  and  baked   them  in  a  pan,  and  brought  them  to 
Ibim ;  but  at  that  time  he  would  not  taste  them,  but  gave 
4>rder  to  his  servants  to  send  all  that  were  there  out  of  his 
chamber,    because   he  had  a  mind  to  repose  himself,  free 
from   tumult  and  disturbance.     As   soon   as   what  he   had 
commanded  was  done,  he  desired  his  sister   to   bring  his 
bupper  to  bun  into  the  inner  parlour ;   which,  when  the 
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damsel  had  done,  he  took  hold  of  her,  and  endeavoured  to 
persuade  her  to  lie  with  him.  Whereupon  the  damsel  cried 
out,  and  said,  "  Nay,  brother,  do  not  force  me,  nor  be  so 
wicked  as  to  transgress  the  laws,  and  bring  upon  thyself  the 
utmost  confusion.  Curb  this  thy  unrighteous  and  impure 
lust,  from  which  our  house  will  get  nothing  but  reproach 
and  disgrace.  She  also  advised  him  to  speak  to  his  father 
about  this  affair,  for  he  would  permit  him  [to  marry  her]." 
This  she  said,  as  desirous  to  avoid  her  brother's  violent 
passion  at  present.  But  he  would  not  yield  to  her,  but  in- 
flamed with  love,  and  blinded  with  the  vehemency  of  his 
passion,  he  forced  his  sister :  but  as  soon  as  Amnon  had 
satisfied  his  lust,  he  hated  her  immediately,  and  giving  her 
reproachful  words,  bid  her  rise  up  and  be  gone.  And  when 
she  said,  that  ''  this  was  a  more  injurious  treatment  than 
the  former,  if,  now  he  had  forced  her,  he  would  not  let  her 
stay  with  him  till  the  evening,  but  bid  her  go  away  in  the 
day-time,  and  while  it  was  light,  that  she  might  meet  with 

Eeople  that  would  be  witness  of  her  shame/'  he  commanded 
is  servant  to  turn  her  out  of  his  house.     Whereupon  she 
was  sorely  grieved  at  the  injury  and  violence  that  had  been 
offered  to  her,  and  rent  her  loose  coat  (for  the  virgins  of  old 
time  wore  such  loose  coats  tied  at  the  hands,  and  let  down 
to  the  ancles,  that  the  inner  coats  might  not  be  seen),  and 
sprinkled  ashes  on  her  head ;  and  went  up  the  middle  of 
the  city,  crying  out,  and  lamenting,  for  the  violence  that 
had  been  offered  her.     Now  Absalom  her  brother  hap- 
pened to  meet  her,  and  asked  her,  what  sad  thing  had  be- 
fallen her,  that  she  was  in  that  plight ;  and  when  she  had 
told  him  what  injury  had  been  ofrered  her,  he  comforted 
her,  and  desired  her  to  be  quiet,  and  to  take  all  patiently, 
and  not  to  esteem  her  being  corrupted  by  her  brother  as  an 
injury.     So  she  yielded  to  his  advice,  and  left  off  her  crying 
out,  and  discovering  the  force  offered  her  to  the  multitude: 
and  she  continued  as  a  widow  with  her  brother  Absalom  a 
long  time. 

2.  When  David  his  father  knew  this,  he  was  grieved  at 
the  actions  of  Amnon  ;  but  because  he  had  an  extraordinary 
affection  for  him,  for  he  was  his  eldest  son,  he  was  compelled 
not  to  afHict  him :  but  Absalom  watched  for  a  fit  opportu- 
nity of  reven<jing  this  crime  upon  him,  for  he  thoroughly 
hated  him.  Now  the  second  year  after  this  wicked  affair 
about  his  sister  was  over,  and  Absalom  was  about  to  go  to 
shear  his  own  sheep  at  Baalhazor,  which  is  a  city  in  the 
portion  of  Ephraim,  he  besought  his  father,  as  well  as  his 
brethren,  to  come  and  feast  with  him :  but  when  David  ex- 
cused himself,  as  not  being  willing  to  he  burdensome  to 
liim^  Absalom  desired  he  would  however  send  his  brethren; 


* 
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whom  he  did  send  accordingly.  Then  Absalom  charged 
his  own  servants,  that  when  they  should  see  Amnon  disor- 
dered and  drowsy  with  wine,  and  he  should  give  them  a 
signal,  they  should  fear  nobody »  but  kill  hini. 

3,  When  they  had  done  as  they  w^ere  commanded,  the 
rest  of  his  brethren  %vere  astonished  and  disturbed,  and 
were  afraid  for  themselves,  so  they  immediately  got  on 
horseback;  and  rode  away  to  their  father:  but  sfiinebody 
there  was  who  prevented  them,  and  told  their  father  they 
were  all  slain  by  Absalom ;  whtreupon  he  was  overcome 
with  sorrovi ,  as  for  so  many  of  his  sons  that  wx»re  destroyed 
at  once,  and  that  by  their  brother  also  ;  and  by  this  consi- 
deration, that  it  was  their  brother  that  appeared  to  have 
slain  them*  he  aggravated  his  sorrow  Ibr  them.  80  he 
neither  inquired  what  was  the  cause  of  tins  slaughter,  nor 
staid  to  hear  any  thing  else,  which  yet  it  was  but  reasonable 
to  have  done,  when  so  very  great,  and  by  that  greatness  so 
incredible  a  misfortune  was  related  to  him,  he  rent  his 
clothes,  and  threw  himself  upon  the  ground,  and  there  lay 
lamenting  the  loss  of  all  his  sons,  both  those  who,  as  he 
was  informed,  were  slain ♦  and  of  him  who  slew  them.  But 
Jonadab,  the  son  of  his  brother  Sbemeah,  entreated  him 
not  to  indulge  his  sorrow  so  far,  for  as  to  the  rest  of  his 
sons  he  did  not  believe  that  they  were  slain,  for  he  found  no 
cause  for  such  a  suspicion ;  but  he  said  it  might  deserve 
inquiry  as  to  Amnon,  for  it  was  not  unlikely  that  Absalom 
might  venture  to  kill  him  on  account  of  the  injury  he  had 
ofFered  to  Tamar.  In  the  mean  time,  a  great  noise  of 
horses,  and  a  tumult  of  some  people  that  were  coming, 
turned  their  attention  to  them ;  they  were  the  king  s  sons, 
who  were  fled  away  from  the  feast.  80  their  father  met 
them  as  they  were  in  their  grief,  and  he  himself  grieved 
with  them;  but  it  was  more  than  he  expected  to  see  those 
his  sons  again,  whom  he  had  a  little  before  heard  to  have 
perished,  flow^ever,  there  were  tears  on  both  sides;  they 
lamenting  their  brother  who  was  killed,  and  the  king  la* 
menting  his  son  who  was  killed,  also ;,  but  Absalom  fled  to 
Geshur,  to  his  grandfiither  by  his  mother's  side,  who  was* 
king  of  that  country,  and  he  remained  with  him  three  whole 
years. 

4,  Now  David  had  a  design  to  send  to  Absalom,  not  that 
he  should  come  to  he  punished,  but  that  Ire  might  be  with 
him,  for  the  effects  of  his  anger  were  abated  by  length  of 
time.  It  w^as  Joab,  the  captain  of  his  host,  that  chiefly  per- 
suaded him  so  to  do ;  for  he  suborned  an  ordinary  woman, 
that  was  stricken  in  age,  to  go  to  the  king  in  mourning  ap- 
parel, who  said  thus  to  him  :  **  that  tw^o  of  her  sons,  in  a 
coarse  way,  had  some  difference  between  them,  and  that  in 
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the  progress  of  that  difference  they  came  to  an  open  quar- 
rel, and  that  one  was  smitten  by  the  other,  and  was  dead ; 
and  she  desired  him  to  interpose  in  this  case,  and  to  do  her 
the  favour  to  save  this  her  son  from  her  kindredi  who  were 
very  zealous  to  have  him  that  had  slain  his  brother  put  to 
death,  that  so  she  might  not  be  further  deprived  of  the 
hopes  she  had  of  being  taken  care  of  in  her  old  age  by  him; 
and  that  if  he  would  hinder  this  slaughter  of  her  son  bj 
those  that  wished  for  it,  he  would  do  her  a  great  favour,  b&> 
cause  the  kindred  would  not  be  restrained  from  their  pur- 
pose by  any  thing  else  than  by  the  fear  of  him.**    And  when 
the  king  had  given  his  consent  to  what  the  woman  had 
begged  of  him,  she  made  this  reply  to  him :  "  I  owe  thee 
thanks  for  thy  benignity  to  me  in  pitying  my  old  age,  and 
preventing  the  loss  of  my  only  remaining  child  ;  but  in  order 
to  assure  me  of  this  thy  kindness,  be  first  reconciled  to  thine 
own  son,  and  cease  to  be  angry  with  him;  for  how  shall  I 
persuade  myself  that  thou  hast  really  bestowed  this  favour 
upon  me,  while  thou  thyself  continuest  after  the  like  manner 
in  thy  wrath  to  thine  own  son?  for  it  is  a  foolish  thing  to 
add  wilfully  another  to  thy  dead  son,  while  the  death  of  the 
other  was  brought  about  without  thy  consent."     And  nor 
the  king  perceived  that  this  pretended  story  was  a  suborn- 
ation derived  from  Joab,  and  was  of  his  contrivance;  and 
when,  upon  inquiry  of  the  old  woman,  he  understood  it  to 
be  so  in  reality,  he  called  for  Joab,  and  told  him  he  had  ob- 
tained what  he  requested  according  to  his  own  mind ;  and 
he  bid  him  bring  Absalom  back,  for  he  was  not  now  dis- 
pleased, but  had  already  ceased  to  be  angry  with  him.    So 
Joab  bowed  himself  down  to  the  king,  and  took  his  words 
kindly,  and  went  immediately  to  Geshur,  and  took  Absalom 
with  him,  and  came  to  Jerusalem. 

5.  However,  the  king  sent  a  message  to  his  son  before- 
hand, as  he  was  coining,  and  commanded  him  to  retire  to 
his  own  house,  for  he  was  not  yet  in  such  a  disposition  as  to 
think  fit  at  present  to  sec  him.  Accordingly,  upon  the 
father's  command,  he  avoided  coming  into  his  presence,  and 
contented  himself  with  the  respects  paid  hun  by  his  own 
family  only.  Now,  his  beauty  was  not  impaired,  either  by 
the  grief  lie  had  been  under,  or  by  the  want  of  such  care  as 
was  ])roper  to  be  taken  of  a  king  s  son,  for  he  still  surpassed 
and  excelled  all  men  in  the  tallness  of  his  bodvj  and  was 
more  eminent  [in  a  fine  appearance]  than  those  that  dieted 
the  most  luxuriously ;  and  indeed  such  was  the  thickness  of 
the  hair  of  his  head,  that  it  was  with  difficulty  that  he  was 
polled  every  eighth  day  ;  and  his  hair  weighed  two  hundred 
shekels',  which  are  five  pounds.  However  he  dwelt  in 
•^  Of  this  weight  of  Absalom's  hair,  how  in  twenty  or  thirty  years  it  might  well 


CHAP.  VIII,]    ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS^        409 

JnrusoJem  two  years,  and  became  the  father  of  three  sons, 
and  one  daughter  ;  which  daughter  was  of  very  great 
beauty,  and  which  [{ehol»oam,  the  son  of  Solonion»  took  to 
Btfe  afterward,  and  h;id  by  her  a  son  named  Abijah.  But 
Bbsaloni  sent  to  Joab,  and  desired  him  to  pacify  his  father 
€tiltrely  towards  liim  ;  and  to  beseech  him  to  give  him  leave 
come  to  liim  to  see  him,  and  speak  with  h'lnu  But  wlien 
b  neglected  so  to  do,  he  sent  some  of  his  own  servant.^, 
id  set  fire  to  a  field  adjoining  to  him ;  which*  when  Joab 
iderstood,  he  came  to  Absalom,  and  accosed  him  of  what 
had  done  ;  he  asked  him  the  reason  why  he  did  so  ?  To 
ich  Absalom  repUed,  that  **  I  have  found  out  thi^  struta- 
that  mit^ht  bring  thee  to  us,  while  thou  hast  taken  no 
ire  to  perform  tlie  injunction  I  hiid  upon  thee,  which  was 
f  to  reconcile  my  father  to  me  :  and  I  really  beg  it  of 
,  now  thou  art  here,  to  pacify  my  father  as  to  me,  since 
esteem  my  coniin;^  hither  to  be  more  grievous  than  my 
ishment,  while  my  father's  wrath  against  uie  continues,** 
tereby  Joab  was  persuaded,  and  pitied  the  distress  that 
tbsalom  was  in.  and  became  an  intercessor  with  the  king 
htm.  And  when  he  had  discoursed  witli  his  father,  he 
n  brought  him  to  that  amicable  disposition  toward  Ah- 
lom,  that  he  presently  sent  fur  him  to  come  to  him:  and 
len  he  had  cast  himself  down  upon  the  ground,  and  had 
gged  for  the  forgiveness  of  his  offences,  tlie  king  raised 
him  up,  and  promised  him  to  forget  what  be  had  formerly 
done. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

Concerning  the  inmrrection  of  Absalom  against  David;  and 
concerning  Ahithopcl  and  Hiishai ;  and  concerning  Ziba 
and  Slilmei :  and  how  Ahlihophel  hanged  htmself, 

I  1*  Now  Absalom  upon  this  his  success  with  the  king,  pro- 
cored  to  himself  a  great  many  horses,  and  many  chariots^ 
And  that  in  a  little  time  also.  He  had  moreover  fifty  armour- 
bearers  that  were  about  him,  and  he  came  early  every  day 
to  the  king's  palace,  and  spake  what  was  agreeable  to  such 
aa  came  for  justice  and  lost  their  causesi  as  if  that  happened 

•mooot  to  two  hundred  shekels,  or  to  somewhat  above  %vx  pounds  ^Toirdupois,  fte« 
tiM  Litem!  Accomplishment  of  E^raphccies,  p.  77,  78.  Bui  a  late  veiy  jadieiout 
iruthof  thioki  that  the  LXXll  meaat  not  tU  weighty  bat  its  value  wa«  tMrealy 
^bdieta  "  *'irs  cntical  ootet  on  the  Old  TesUmeiit  upoo  2  Sam.  aiv.  26.  It 
tifit^  Di  iiat  was  Joseptius's  opioion  :  he  set«  tbe  text  down  hooesLJy  as 

^  ftjuyii.   .  t  copies;  only  he  thought,  thai  *  at  the  end  of  djys/  when  Ah»a- 

Iq«i  polled  or  weighed  bis  liair,  wa»  once  a-week. 
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for  want  of  good  counsellors  about  tbe  king^  or  perhapi 
cause  the  judges  mistook  in  that  unjust  sentence  they  gave 
whereby  he  gained  the  good  will  of  them  all    He  told  them 
that  had  he  but  such  authority  committed  to  him,  he  wqM 
distribute  justice   to   them   in   a   most  equitable    manner. 
When  he  had  made  himself  so  popular  among  the  multi- 
tude, he  thought  he  had  already  the  good-will  of  the  peopL 
secured  to  him;  hut  when  four  years'  had  passed  since  hi 
father's  reconciliation  to  him,  he  came  to  him,  and  I' 
him  to  give  him  leave  to  go  to  Hebron,  and  pay  a 
to  God,  because  he  vowed  it  to  him  when  he  fled  out  o(  iht 
country.     So  when  David  had  granted  his  request,  he  went 
thither,  and  great  muUitudes  came  running  together  to  hmf' 
for  he  had  sent  to  a  great  number  so  to  do, 

2,  Among  them  came  Ahithophel  the  Gilonite,  a  cmin 
sellor  of  David,  and  two  hundred  men  out  of  Jemsalest 
itself,  who  knew  not  his  intentions,  but  were  sent  for  as  to  i 
sacrifice.  So  he  was  appointed  king  by  all  of  them,  which  he 
obtained  by  this  stratagem*  As  soon  as  this  news  was 
brought  to  David,  and  he  was  informed  of  w  hat  be  did  not 
expect  from  his  son,  be  was  affrighted  at  this  his  impioiii 
and  boltl  undertaking,  and  wondered  that  he  was  so  far 
from  remembering  how  his  offence  had  been  so  lately  for- 
given hitn,  that  lie  undertook  much  worse  and  more  wicked 
enterprises;  first  to  deprive  him  of  that  kingdom  which  wi* 
given  him  of  God  ;  and  secondly,  to  take  away  his  oti 
father's  bfe.  He  therefore  resolved  to  fly  to  the  parti 
beyond  Jordan :  so  he  called  his  most  intimate  friends  to- 
etlier,  and  communicated  to  them  all  that  he  had  heart!  of 
is  son's  madness.  He  committed  himself  to  God,  to  jutlge 
between  them  about  all  their  actions  ;  and  left  the  care  of 
his  royal  palace  to  his  ten  concubines,  and  went  away  from 
Jerusalem,  being  willingly  accompanied  by  the  rest  of  tht 
multitude,  w  ho  went  hastily  away  with  him,  and  partieulariy 
by  those  six  hundred  armed  men,  who  had  been  with  lum 
from  his  first  flight  in  the  days  of  Sauk  But  he  persuaded 
Abiathar  and  Zadok,  the  hi^di-priests,  who  had  determined 
to  go  away  with  him,  as  also  all  the  Levites,  who  were  with  the 
ark,  to  stay  behind*  as  hoping  that  God  would  deliver  bim 
without  its  removal :  but  he  charged  them  to  let  him  know  I 
privately  how  all  things  went  on:  and  he  had  their  aoni. 


'  Tht»  is  one  of  the  besi  corrections  that  Jo««pbus*B  copy  affords  us  of  n  t**Tt  UtU 
in  oar  ordinary  copies  is  grossly  corrupted.     They  say.  tniU  this  r  K%^ 

saToni  was  forty  yesrs  aftei  what  went  before  (of  bis  reconciliatinii  uef), 

whereas  tbe  series  of  tbe  history  Khows  it  could  not  be  more  than  four  ye^rfcuitirtt,  . 
as  here  ia  Josephus,  whose  ouinber  is  dircctlv  coofirincd  by  that  copy  of  the  Sep* 
tuagini  version  whence  the  Armenian  trantlatioii  w«b  made,  whicn  gii>ea  m  tnt  ^ 
amall  number  of  four  years* 


i? 
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Ahinmaz  the  sun  of  ZaJok,  and  Jonathan  the  son  of  Abia- 
thar,  for  faithful  ministers  in  all  things  ;  but  Ittai  the  Gittite 
went  out  with  him  whether  David  would  let  him  or  not,  for 
he  would  have  persuaded  him  to  sii\y\  and  On  that  account 
he   appeared  the  most   friendly   to   him*     But  as    he    was 
iseending  the  mount  of  Olives  bare fou ted »  and  all  his  com- 
pany were  in  tears^  it  was  told  him  that  Ahithopliel  was  with 
Hfesjalom,  and  was  of  his  side.     This  hearing  augmented  his 
^Kef ;  and  he  besought  God  earnestly  to  alienate  the  mind 
^P  Absalom   from   Ahithophel,   for  he  was   afraid  that    he 
thould  persuade  him  to  follow  his  pernicious  counsel,  for  he 
was  a  prudent  man,  and  very  sharp  in  seeing  what  w^as  ad- 
vantageous.    When  David  was  gotten  upon  the  top  of  the 
^Buntatn,  he  took  a  view  of  the  city  ;  and  prayed  to  God 
^Blb  abundance  of  tears,  as  having  already  lost  his  kingdom: 
^Bd  here  it  was  that  a  faithful  friend  of  his«  whose  name  was 
0bshai,  met  hiun     When  David  saw  him  witli  his  clothes 
rent,  and  having  ashes  all  over  his  head^  and  in  lamentation 
for  the  great  change  of  affairs,  he  comforted  him,  and  ex- 
horted him  to  leave  off  grieving;  nay,  at  length  he  besought 
him  to  go  back  to  Absalom,  and  appear  as  one  of  his  party, 
and  fish  out  the  secretest  counsels  of  his  mind,  and  to  con- 
tradict the  counsels  of  Ahithophel,  for  that  he  could  not  do 
himself  so  much  good  by  being  with  him  as  he  might  by 
being  with  Absalom.     So  he  was  prevailed  on  by   David, 
■pd  left  him,  and  came  to  Jerusalem,  whither  Absalom  him- 
Hpf  came  also  a  little  while  afterward. 

^^,  When  David  was  gone  a  little  further,  there  met  him 
Ziba,  the  servant  of  Mephibosheth  (whom  he  had  sent  to 
take  care  of  the  possessions  which  had  been  given  him,  as  the 
BOO  of  Jonathan,  the  son  of  Saul,)  with  a  couple  of  asses, 
loaden  with  provisions,  and  desired  him  to  take  as  much  of 
them  as  he  and  his  followers  stood  in  need  of.     And  when 
the  king  asked  him  where  he  had  left  Mephibosheth,  he  said, 
JUie  had  left  him  in  Jerusalem  expecting  to  be  chosen  king 
^^the  present  confusions,  in  remembrance  of  the  benefits 
oaul  had  conferred  upon  them,"     At  this  the  king  had  great 
indignation,  and  gave  to  Ziba  all  that  he  had  formerly  be- 
stowed on  Mephibosheth,  for  he  determined  that  it  wa*i  much 
^tler  that  he  should  have  them  than  the  other;    at  which 
Bba  greatly  rejoiced. 

^4,  When  David  was  at  Bahurim,  a  place  so  called,  there 
caine  out  a  kinsman  of  SauFs,  whose  name  was  Shtmei,  and 
*w  stones  at  him,  and  gave  him  reproachful  words;  and 
lift  friends  stood  about  the  king  and  protecteil  him,  he 
?d  still  more  in  his  reproaches,  and  called  him  a 
[>dy  man,  and  the  author  of  all  sorts  of  mischief.     He  bid 
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him  also  ^'  go  out  of  the  land  as  an  impure  and  accurt^c 
wretch  ;  and  he  thanked  God  fur  depriving  htm  of  liis  kin^* 
doni,  and  causing  him  to  be  punished  for  what  injuries 
had  done  to  his  master  [Saulj  and  this  by  the  means  of  hiij 
own  son."     Now  when  they  were  all  provoked  against  bira, 
and  angry  at  him,  and  particularly  Abishai,  who  had  a  mind 
to  kill  Shimei,  David  restrained  his  anger,     ''Let  ua  not," 
said  he,  '*  bring  upon  ourselves  another  fresh  misfortune  UiJ 
those  we  have  already,  for  truly  I  have  not  the  least  regarll 
or  concern  for  this  dng  that  raves  at  me  :  I  submit  myself  t(i| 
God,  by  whose  pemiission  this  man  treats  me  in  such  a  wiM 
manner:  nor  is  it  any  wonder  that  I  am  obliged  to  undergo 
these  abuses  from  him,  while  I  experience  the  like  from  in 
impious  son  of  my  own ;    hut  perhaps  God  will  have  »otne 
commiseration  upon  us,  if  it  be  his  will  we  shall   overcome 
them."     So  he  went  on  his  way  without  troub*         '     iselti 
with  Shimei,  who  ran  along  the  other  side  of  t!f  lUiin, , 

and  threw  out  his  abusive  language  plentifully*  But  when 
David  was  come  to  Jordan,  he  allowed  those  that  were  with 
him  to  refresli  themselves ;  for  they  were  weary. 

5,  But  when  Absalom,  and  Ahithophel  his  counsellor, 
were  come  to  Jerusalem,  with  all  the  people,  David's  fricnil, 
Hushai,  came  to  tliem ;  and  when  he  had  worshipped  Ab«a» 
lorn,  he  withal  wislied  that  his  kingdom  might  last  a  long  time, 
and  continue  for  all  ages.  But  when  Absalom  said  to  hinit 
•*How  comes  this,  that  he  who  was  so  intimate  a  friend  of 
my  father's,  and  appeared  faithful  to  him  in  all  things,  is  not 
with  him  now,  but  hath  left  him,  and  is  come  over  to  meT 
Ilushai's  answers  was  very  pertinent  and  prudent;  for  he 
said,  **  We  ought  to  follow  God  and  the  multitude  of  the 
people;  white  these,  therefore,  my  lord  and  master,  are  with 
thee,  it  is  (it  that  I  should  follow  them,  for  thou  hast  receivtil 
the  kingdom  from  God,  I  will  therefore,  if  thou  belicveJt 
me  to  be  thy  friend,  sliow  the  same  fidelity  and  kindness  «» 
thee,  which  thou  knowest  I  have  showed  to  thy  father:  m 
is  there  any  reason  to  he  in  the  least  dissatisfied  with  the 
present  state  of  affairs,  for  the  kingdom  is  not  transferrcil 
into  another,  but  remains  .still  in  the  same  family,  by  the  f>mi 
receiving  it  after  his  father."  This  speech  persuaded  AbsA- 
lorn,  who  before  suspected  Hushai,  And  now  he  calW 
Ahithophel,  and  consulted  with  him  what  he  ought  to  do; 
he  persuaded  him  to  go  in  unto  his  father's  concubines;  for 
he  said,  that  **  by  this  action  the  people  would  believe  that 
thy  difference  with  thy  father  is  irreconcileable,  and  m\\ 
thence  fight  with  great  alacrity  against  thy  father,  for  hitherto 
they  are  afraid  of  taking  up  open  enmity  against  him,  mitof 
an  expectation  that  you  will  be  reconciled  again,"     Ac4;onl- 


CHAP-  IX. 

iiigly  Absalom  was  prevailed  on  by  this  advice,  and  com- 
ma luled  bis  servants  to  pitch  him  a  tent  upon  the  top  of  the 
royal  palace,  in  the  sight  of  the  nioltitude ;  and  he  went  in 
and  lay  wilh  his  father's  concubines.  Now  this  came  to  pass 
according  to  the  prediction  of  Nathan,  when  he  prophesied 
and  signified  to  him,  that  his  son  would  rise  up  in  rebelhon 
against  him. 

6.  And  when  Absalom  had  done  what  he  w^as  advised  to 
hy  Ahithophel,  he  desired  his  advice  in  the  second  place, 
about  the  war  against  his  father.  Now  Aliithopliel  only 
asked  him,  to  let  him  have  ten  thousand  chosen  men,  and  he 
promised  he  wouhi  slay  his  father,  and  bring  the  soldiers 
back  again  in  safety ;  and  lie  said,  that  **  then  the  kingdom 
would  be  firm  to  liim  when  David  was  dead,  [but  not  other- 
wise.*'] Absalom  was  pleased  with  this  advice ;  and  called 
for  Hushai,'  David's  friend  (for  so  did  he  style  him,)  and  in- 
formed him  of  the  opinion  of  Ahithophel :  he  asked  further 
what  was  his  opinion  concerning  that  matter.  Now  he  was 
sensible  that  if  Ahithophel's  counsel  was  followed,  David 
would  be  in  danger  of  being  seized  on,  and  slain ;  so  he 
attempted  to  introduce  a  contrary  opinion,  and  said,  **Thou 
art  not  unacquainted,  O  king,  with  the  valour  of  thy  fatlier, 
and  of  those  that  are  now  with  him ;  that  he  hath  made  many 
w^ars,  and  hath  always  come  off  with  victory,  though  pnibably 
he  now  abides  in  the  camp,  for  he  is  very  skilful  in  stratagems, 
and  in  forseeing  the  deceitful  tricks  of  his  enemies  i  yet  will 
he  leave  his  own  soldiers  in  the  evening,  and  will  either  hide 
himself  in  some  valley,  or  will  place  an  andiush  at  some  rock; 
so  that  when  our  army  joins  battle  with  him,  his  soUliers  will 
retire  for  a  little  while,  but  will  come  upon  us  again,  as  en- 
couraged by  the  king  s  being  near  them ;  and  in  the  mean 
time  your  father  will  show  himself  suddenly  in  the  time  of 
the  battle,  and  will  infuse  courage  into  his  own  people  when 
they  are  in  danger,  but  bring  consternation  to  thine*  Con- 
sider, therefore,  my  advice,  and  reason  upon  it,  and  if  thou 
canst  not  but  acknowledge  it  to  be  the  best,  reject  the  opinion 
of  Ahithophel  Send  to  the  entire  country  of  the  Hebrews^ 
and  order  them  to  come  and  fight  with  thy  father;  and  do 
thou  thyself  take  the  army,  and  be  thine  own  general  in  this 
war,  and  do  not  trust  its  management  to  another ;  then  ex- 
pect to  conquer  him  with  ease,  when  thou  overtakest  him 
openly  witli  his  few  partizans,  but  hast  thyself  many  ten 
thousands,  who  will  be  desirous  to  demonstrate  to  thee  their 
diligence  and  alacrity.  And  if  thy  lather  shall  shut  himself 
up  in  some  city,  and  bear  a  siege,  we  will  overthrow  that 
city  with  machines  of  war,  and  by  undermining  it/*  When 
Hnshai  had  said  this,  he  obtained  his  point  against  Ahitho- 
phel, for  his  ophnon  was  preferred  by  Absalom  before  the 
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other's :  liowever,  it  was  no  other  than'  God  who  made  the 
counsel  of  Hu^hai  appear  best  to  the  mind  of  Absalom. 

7.  So  Hushai  made  haste  to  the  high-priests,  Zadok  and 
Abiathar,  and  told  them  the  opinion  of  Ahithophel,  and  hia 
own,  and  that  the  resohition  was  taken  to  follow  this  latter 
advice.     He  therefore  bid  them  send  to  David*  and  tell  him 
uf  it,  and  to  inform  him  of  the  counsels  that  had  been  taken; 
and  to  desire  him  further  to  pass  quickly  over  Jordan,  kit 
his  son  should  change  his  mind,  and  maJLe  haste  to  pursue 
him,  and  so  prevent  him,  and  seize  upon  him  before  he  be  ii 
safety.     Now,  the  high-priests  had  their  sons  concealed  ini 
proper  place  out  of  the  city,  that  they  might  carry  news  to 
David  of  what  was  transacted.     Accordingly,  they  sent  i 
maid-servant  whom  they  could  trust,  to  them,  to  carry  the 
news  of  Absalom's  counsels,  and  ordered  them  to  signify  the 
same  to  David  with  all  speed.     So  they  made  no  excuse  or 
delay,  but  taking  along  with  them  their  fathers^  injunctions, 
became  pious  and  faithful  ministers,  and  judging  that  quick- 
ness and  suddenness  was  the  best  mark  of  faithful  senrioe, 
they  made  haste  to  meet  with  David ;  but  certain  horsemen 
saw  them  when  they  were  two  furlongs  from  the  city,  and 
infonned  Absalom  of  them,  who  immediately  sent  some  to 
take  them ;  but  when  the  sons  of  the  high-priests  perceifed 
this,  they  went  out  of  the  road,  and  betook  themselves  to  t 
certain  village ;  that  village  was  called  Bahurim ;  there  they 
desired  a  certain  woman  to  hide  them,  and  afford  then 
security.     Accordingly  she  let  the  young  men  down  by  a  rope 
into  a  well,  and  laid  fleeces  of  wool  over  them :   and  when 
those  that  pursued  them  came  to  her,  and  asked  her  whether 
she  saw  them,  she  did  not  deny  that  she  had  seen  them,  ibr 
that  they  staid  with  her  some  time,  but  she  said  they  then 
went  their  ways ;  and  she  foretold,  that  however,  if  they  would 
follow  them  directly,  they  would  catch  them.     But  when  after 
a  long  pursuit  they  could  not  catch  them,  they  came  back 
again  ;  and  when  the  woman  saw  those  men  were  returned, 

>  I  his  reflection  of  Joseph us*s.  that  God  brought  to  nought  the  dangerous  cooud 
of  Ahiihophel,  and  directly  infatuated  wicked  Absalom  to  reject  it  (which  infalot- 
tion  is  what  the  Scripture  styles  the  judicial  hardening  the  hearts,  and  blindiog  tbi 
eyes,  of  men  who,  by  their  former  voluntary  wickedness,  have  justly  deserved  to  be 
destroyed,  and  are  thereby  brought  to  destruction,)  is  a  very  just  one,  and  in  him 
not  unfre<}uent.  Mor  does  Josephus  ever  puzzle  himself,  or  perplex  his  readers, 
with  subtile  hypotheses  as  to  the  manner  of  such  judicial  iafatuations  by  God, 
while  the  justice  of  them  is  generally  so  obvious.  That  peculiar  manner  of  tlM 
divine  operations,  or  permissions,  or  the  means  God  makes  use  of  in  such  cases,  it 
often  impenetrable  by  us.  •*  Secret  things  belong  to  the  I^rd  our  God  ;  but  thon 
thin;:s  that  are  revealed  belong  to  us.  and  to  our  children  for  ever,  that  we  may  do 
all  the  wonis  of  this  law,"  Deut.  xxix.  29.  Nor  have  all  the  subtilties  of  tbo 
moderns,  so  far  as  1  see,  given  any  considerable  light  in  this,  and  many  other  Ike 
like  pointsof  difficulty  relating  either  to  divine  or  human  operations.  See  the  notes 
on  Anliq.  ]\.  V.  ch.  i.  $  2  ;  and  Anliq.  B.  IX.  ch.  iv.  J  3. 
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and  that  there  was  no  longer  any  feav  of  the  young  men's 
being  caught  by  them,  she  drew  them  up  by  the  rope,  and 
bid  them  go  on  their  journey-  Accordingly,  tliey  used  great 
diUgence  in  the  prosecution  of  that  journey,  and  came  to 
David  and  informed  him  accurately  of  all  the  counsels  of 
Absalom.  So  he  commanded  those  that  were  with  him  to 
pass  over  Jordan  while  it  was  night,  and  not  to  delay  at  all 
on  that  accounU 

8.   But  Ahithopbel,  on  rejection  of  his  advicCi  got  upon 
his  ass  and  rode  away  to  his  own  country  Gilon ;  and  call- 
ing his  family  together,  he  told  them  distinctly  what  advice 
be  had   given   Absalom  ;   and  since  be  hjid  not  been  per- 
suaded by  it,  he  said  he  would  evidently  perish,  and  this  in 
no  long  time,   and    that   David    would  overcome  him  and 
return  to  his  kingdom  again  :  so  be  said  it  was  better  that 
he  should  take  his  own  life  away  with  freedom  and  magna- 
nimity, than  expose  himself  to  be  punished  by  David,  in  op- 
position to  whom  he  had  acted  entirely  for  Absalom.   When 
ne  had  discoursed  thus  to  them,  he  went  into  the  inmost 
room  of  his  house  ami  hanged  hhnself;  and  thus  was  the 
deatli  of  Ahithophel,  who  was  self-condemned  ;  and  when 
his  relations  had  taken  him  down  from  the  halter,  they  took 
care  of  his  funeral.     Now,  as  for  David,  be  passed   over 
Jordan^  as  we  have  said  already,  and  came  to  Mahanaim,  a 
very  fine  and  very  strong  city  ;  and  all  the  chief  men  of  the 
country  received  him  with  great  pleasure,  both  out  of  the 
shame  they  had  that  he  should  be  forced  to  flee  away  [from 
Jerusalem],  and  out  of  the  respect  they  bare  him  while  be 
was  in   his   former  prosperity.     These   were   Barzillai   the 
Gileadite,  and  Siphar  the  ruler  among  the  Ammonites,  and 
Maciiir  the  principal  man  of  Gilead  ;  and  these  fur nis lied 
him  with  plentiful  provisions  for  hhnself  and  his   followers, 
insomuch  that  they  wanted  no  beds  nor  blankets  for  them, 
nor  loaves  of  hread,  nor  wine  ;  nay,  they  brought  them  a 
great  many  cattle  for  slaughter,  and  offered  them  what  fur- 
niture they  wanted  for  their  refreshment  when   they  were 
weary,  and  for  food,  with  plenty  of  other  necessaries. 


CHAPTER  X. 


How  when  Absalom  was  beaten,  he  was  caught  in  a  tree  by 
his  hair,  and  was  slain, 

§  1.  And  this  was  the  state  of  David  and  his  followers:  hut 
Absalom  got  together  a  vast  army  of  the  Hebrews  to  oppose 
his  father,  and  passed  there witli  over  the  river  Jordan,  and 
sat  down  not  far  off  Mahanaim,  in  the  country  of  Gilead, 
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He  appointed  Amasa  to  be  captain  of  all  his  host,  instead  of 
Joab  his  kinsman :  his  father  was  Ithra,  and  his  mother 
Abigail :  now  she  and  Zeruiah,  the  mother  of  Joab,  were 
David's  sisters.     But  when  David  had  numbered  bis  fol- 
lowers, and  found  them  to  be  about  four  thousand,  he  re- 
solved not  to  tarry  till  Absalom  attacked  him^  but  set  over 
his  men  captains  of  thousands,  and  captains  of  hundreds, 
and  divided  his  army  into  three  parts;   the  one  part  he 
committed  to  Joab,  the  next  to  Abishai,  Joab's  brother,  ani 
the  third  to  Ittai,  David's  companion  and  friend,  but  one 
that  came  from  the  city  Gath.     And  when  he  was  desirow 
of  fighting  himself  among  them,  his  friends  would  not  kt 
him  ;  and  this  refusal  of  theirs  was  founded  upon  very  wise 
reasons:  "for,"  said  they,  "if  we  be  conquered  when  he 
is  with  us,  we  have  lost  all  good  hopes  of  recovering  01l^ 
selves  ;  but  if  we  should  be  beaten  in  one  part  of  our  army, 
the  other  parts  may  retire  to  him,  and  may  therefore  pie- 
])arc  a  greater  force,  while  the  enemy  will  naturally  suppose 
that  he   hath   another  army    with   him."     So   David  wu 
pleased  with  this  their  advice,  and  resolved  himself  to  tarry 
at  Mahanaim.     And  as  he  sent  his  friends  and  commanden 
to  the  battle,  he  desired  them  to  show  all  possible  alacrity 
and  fidelity,  and  to  bear  in  mind  what  advantages  they  re- 
ceived from  him,  which  though  they  had  not  been  very 
great,  yet  had  they  not  been  quite  inconsiderable ;  and  he 
begged  of  them  to  spare  the  young  man  Absalom,  lest  some 
mischiof  should  befall  himself,  if  he  should  be  killed.    And 
thus  did  he  send  out  his  army  to  the  battle,  and  wished  them 
victory  therein. 

2.  Then  did  Joab  put  his  army  in  battle-array  over-against 
the  enemy  in  the  great  plain,  where  he  had  a  wood  behind 
him.  Absalom  also  brought  his  army  into  the  field  to 
oppose  him.  Upon  the  joining  of  the  battle  both  sides 
showed  groat  actions  with  their  hands  and  their  boldness; 
the  one  siile  exposing  themselves  to  the  greatest  hazards, 
and  using  their  utmost  alacrity,  that  David  might  recover 
his  kingdom,  and  the  other  being  no  way  deficient,  either  in 
doing  or  sufFerhig,  that  Absalom  might  not  be  deprived  of 
that  kingdom,  and  be  brought  to  punishment  by  his  father, 
for  his  impudent  attempt  against  him.  Those  also  that  were 
the  most  numerous  were  solicitous  that  they  might  not  be 
conquered  by  those  few  that  were  with  Joab,  and  with  the 
other  conunandcrs,  because  that  would  be  the  greatest  dis- 
grace to  them,  while  David's  soliliers  strove  greatly  to  over- 
come so  many  ten  thousands  as  the  enemy  had  with  them. 
Now  David's  men  were  conquerors,  as  superior  in  strength 
and  skill  in  war;  so  they  followed  the  others  as  they  fled 
away  through  the  forests  and  valleys,  some  they  took  pri- 
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sonerSy  and  many  they  slew%  and  more  in  the  flight  than  in 

t  battle,  for  there  fell  about  twenty  thousand  that  day. 
t  all  David's  men  ran  violently  ii|>on  Absalom,  for  he  was 
ily  known  by  his  beauty  and  tallness.  He  was  himself 
also  afraid  lest  his  enemies  should  seize  on  him,  so  he  got 
upon  the  king's  mule,  and  fled ;  but  as  he  was  carried  with 
violence,  and  noise,  and  a  great  motion,  as  being  himself  light, 
he  entangled  his  hair  greatly  in  the  large  boughs  of  a  knotty 

tie  that  spread  a  great  way,  and  there  he  hung  after  a  sur- 
ging manner :  and  as  for  the  beast,  it  went  on  further, 
d  that  swiftly,  as  if  his  master  had  been  still  upon  his 
back  ;    but  he  hanging  in  the  air   upon  the  boughs,  was 
taken  by  his  enemies.     Now  when  one  of  David's  soldiers 
saw   this,  he  informed  Joab  of  it;   and  when  the  general 
said^  that  **  if  he  had  shot  at  and  killed  Absalom,  he  would 
^Lve  given  him  fifty  shekels/'     He  replied,  *^  I  would  not 
^pve  killed  my  master's  son  if  thou  wouldest  have  given  me 
^ftlbousand   shekels,  especially  when  he  desired  that  the 
HPung  man  might  be  spared  in  the  hearing  of  us  alL''     But 
iloab  bade  him  show  him  where  it  was  that  he  saw  Absalom 
Jung;  whereupon  he  shot  him  to  the  heart,  and  slew  him, 
^pd  Joab*s  armour-bearers  stood  round  about  the  tree,  and 
filled  down  his  dead  body,  and  cast  it  into  a  great  chasm 
tliat  was  out  of  sight,  and  laid  a  heap  of  stones  upon  him, 
till  the  cavity  was  filled  up,  and  had  both  the  appearance 
and  the  bigness  of  a  grave.     Then  Joab  sounded  a  retreat, 
and  recalled  his  own  soldiers  from  pursuing  the  enemy's 
ftrmy,  in  order  to  spare  their  countrymen. 

S.  Now  Absalom  had  erected  for  himself  a  marble  pillar 

in  the  kings  dale,  two  furlongs   distant   from   Jerusalem, 

which  he  named  Absalom's  Hand,  saying,  that  if  his  children 

were  killed,  his  name  would  remain  by  that  pillar;  for  he 

bad  three  sons  and  one  daughter,  named  Tamar,  as  we  said 

^■fore»  who,  when  she  was  married  to  David^s  grandson, 

^phoboam,  bare  a  son,  Abijah  by  name,  who  succeeded  hia 

fkber  in  the  kingdom :  but  of  these  we  shall  speak  in  a  part 

of  our  history  which  will  be  more  proper.     After  the  death 

of  Absalom,  they  returned  every  one  to  their  own  homes 

respectively. 

4.  But  now  Ahimaaz,  the  son  of  Zadok  the  high-priest, 

went  to  Joab,  and  desired  he  would  permit  him  to  go  and 

tell  David  of  this  victory,  and  to  bring  him  the  good  news 

that  God  had  afforded  his  assistance  and  his  providence  to 

^tei.     However  he  did  not  grant  his  request;  but  said  to 

^■n,  "  Wilt  thou,  that  hast  always  been  the  messenger  of 

^Bod  news,  now  gn  and  acquaint  the  king  that  hia  son  is 

Hud  V     So   he   desired   him   to   desist*     He   then   called 

Cushii  and  committed  the  business  to  him,  that  he  should 

VOL.  I,  E  € 
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tall  die  king  what  he  had  seen.  But  when  Ahimaaz  again 
desired  him  to  let  him  go  as  a  messenger,  and  assured  biro 
that  he  would  only  relate  what  concerned  the  victory,  but 
not  concerning  the  death  of  Absalom,  he  gave  him  leave  to 
go  to  David.  Now  he  took  a  nearer  road  than  the  former 
did,  for  nobody  knew  it  but  himself,  and  he  came  before 
Cushi.  Now  as  David  was  sitting  between  the  gates**,  and 
waiting  to  see  when  somebody  would  come  to  him  from  the 
battle,  and  tell  him  how  it  went,  one  of  the  watchmen  saw 
Ahimaaz  running,  and  before  he  could  discern  who  he  was, 
he  told  David  that  he  saw  somebody  coming  to  him,  wbo 
said,  he  %Tas  a  good  messenger.  A  little  while  after,  he  in- 
formed him,  that  another  messenger  followed  him ;  wheit- 
upon  the  king  said  that  he  was  also  a  good  messenger :  but 
w^hen  the  watchman  saw  Ahimaaz,  and  that  he  was  already 
very  near,  he  gave  the  king  notice  that  it  was  the  son  of 
Zadok  the  high-priest,  who  came  running-  So  David  9t^s 
very  glad,  and  said,  **  he  was  a  messenger  of  good  tidings 
and  brought  him  some  such  news  from  the  battle  as  he  de- 
sired to  hear." 

5.  While  the  king  was  saying  thus,  Ahimaaz  appeared, 
and  worsliipped  the  king.  And  when  the  king  inquired  of 
him  about  the  battle,  he  said,  **  he  brought  him  the  good 
new's  of  a  victory  and  dominion/*  And  when  he  inquired 
what  he  had  to  say  concerning  his  son,  he  sfiid,  that  **I»e 
came  away  on  the  sudden  as  soon  as  the  enemy  was  defeated, 
but  that  he  heard  a  great  noise  of  those  that  pursued  Ab- 
salom,  and  that  he  could  learn  no  more,  because  of  the 
haste  he  made  when  Joab  sent  him  to  inform  him  of  the 
victory."  But  when  Cushi  was  come,  and  hatl  worshipped 
him,  and  informed  him  of  the  victory,  he  asked  him  alwut 
his  son;  who  replied,  **  May  the  like  misfortune  befall  thine 
enemies  as  hath  befallen  Absalom/*  That  word  did  oot 
permit  either  himself  or  his  soldiers  to  rejoice  for  the 
victory,  though  it  was  a  very  great  one ;  but  David  went  up 
to  the  highest  part  of  the  city*,  and  wept  for  his  son,  ana 


( 


^  The  reader  need  not  be  surprised  at  this  account  of  Diivid'ft  thfooe*  boiij  ncr^, 
aod2  Sara,  jtviii,  24,  thai  it  was  between  two  gntes,  or  poHd»;  giiei  btiftfin 
citifi«,  as  well  a.*  at  the  temple,  large  opea  plnces,  with  a  porttl  at  0^  ^ntnntt 
and  another  at  the  enit,  between  which  judicial  cauaes  were  heard, 
consultations  taken,  and  as  it  ia  well  known  from  several  place«  oi 
2  Chroo,  %%jLu  2  ;  PmL  ix.  14  ;  CJixvii.  5  ;  Prov.  L  21  ;  vin.  3.  34  i  mmmL  23 f 
and  often  elsewhere. 

*  Since  David  >vb5  now  in  Mahanaim«  and  in  the  open  place  of  that  ctly-f^ 
which  seems  niiW  to  have  been  built  the  highi^st  of  any  part  of  the  wall,  and  sinrc  ow 
other  copies  say»  he  went  op  lo  the  chamber  over  the  gt»t^  ^  ^  ■  "  •  ^^  ^ 
think  we  ought  to  correct  our  present  reading  in  Josephus,  ;. 
gait,  t.  c.  instead  of  the  highest  part  of  the  city,  ahotild  say  !  ^  ,  -  ' 
gait.  Accordingly  we  find  David  presently,  in  Josephus,  as  well  u  la  oui  od»i 
copies.  2  Satn,  jti»,  8,  sitting  as  b«foi«  in  the  g^u  of  the  cily. 
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beat  his  breast,  tearing  [tlie  hair  of]  his  head,  and  torment- 

»g  himself  all  manner  of  way%arid  crying  out,  **  O,  my  son! 
wish  that  I  had  died  myself,   and  ended  my  days  with 
thee!**     For  he  was  of  a  tender  natural  affection,  and  had 

t;traordinary  compassion  for  this  son  in  particidan  But 
ben  the  arn»y  and  Joab  heard  that  the  king  mourned  for 
s  son»  they  were  aishamed  to  enter  the  city  in  the  liahit  of 
conquerors,  but  they  all  came  in  as  cast  down^  and  in  tears, 
^k  if  they  had  been  beaten*  Now  while  the  king  covered 
Htnself,  antl  grievously  lamented  his  son,  Joab  went  in  to 
Hhti»  and  comforted  him,  and  said,  *'  O  my  lord  the  king, 
ykon  art  not  aware  that  thou  layest  a  blot  on  thyself  by 
what  thou  now  doest;  for  thou  now  seemest  to  hate  those 
^luit  love  thee,  and  undergo  dangers  fr>r  tliee;  nay,  to  hate 
^lyself  and  thy  family,  and  to  love  those  tliat  are  thy  hitter 
enemies,  and  to  desire  the  company  of  those  that  are  no 
jM)re,  and  who  have  been  justly  slain  ;  for  had  Absalom 
Blten  the  victory,  and  firmly  settled  himself  in  the  king- 
^■m,  there  had  been  none  of  us  left  alive,  but  all  of  us, 
^ginning  with  thyself  and  thy  children,  had  miserably 
perished,  while  our  enemies  had  not  wept  for  us,  but  re- 
joiced over  us,  and  piminhed  even  those  that  pilied  us  in 
misfortunes^  and  thou  art  not  ashamed  to  do  this  in  llie 
ie  of  one  that  has  been  tliy  bitter  enemy,  who,  while  he 
III  thine  own  son,  hath  proved  so  wicked  to  thee.  Leave 
therefore,  thy  unreasonable  grief,  and  come  abroad  and 
seen  by  thy  soldiers,  and  return  them  thanks  for  the 
kcrtty  they  showed  in  the  fight ;  for  I  myself  will  this  day 
Vsuade  the  people  to  leave  thee,  and  to  give  the  kingdom 
la  another,  if  thou  continuest  to  do  thus-,  and  then  I  shall 
make  thee  to  grieve  bitterly,  and  in  earnest."  Upon  Joab*s 
speaking  thus  to  him,  he  made  the  king  leave  off  his  sorrow; 

EI  brought  him  to  the  consideration  of  his  affairs.  So 
vid  changed  his  habit,  and  exposed  himself  in  a  manner 
to  be  seen  by  the  multitude,  and  sat  at  the  gates;  where- 
>n  all  the  people  heard  of  it,  and  ran  together  to  him, 
and  saluted  him.  And  this  was  the  present  state  of  David's 
fairs. 


nea 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

ITow  Davids  when  he  had  recovered  his  kingdom,  was  re*\ 
conciled  to  Shimei,  and  to  Ziba ;   and  showed  a  great 
affection  to  BarziUai :  and  how,  upon  the  rise  of  a  sedi- 
tion,  he   made  Amasa  captain  of  his   host,  in  orde 
pursue  Sheba ;  which  Amasa  was  slain  by  Joab^ 

§  I.  Now  those  Hebrews  that  had  been  with  Absalom,  and 
had  retired  out  of  the  battle,  when  they  were  all  returned 
home,  sent  messengers  to  every  city  to  put  them  iti  mind  of 
what  benefits  David  had  bestowed  upon  them,  and  of  that 
liberty  which  he  had  procured  them,  by  delivering  them 
from    many  and   great  wars.     But  they  complained,   that 
whereas  they  had  ejected  him  out  of  his  kingdom,  and  com- 
tnitted  it  to  another  governor,  which  other  governor,  whom 
they  had  set  up,  was  already  dead,  they  did  not  now  beseech 
David  to  leave  oft'  his  anger  at  them,  and  to  become  friends 
with  them,  and,  as  he  used  to  do,  to  resume  the  care  of  their 
affairs,  and  take  the  kingdom  again.     This  was  often  told  to 
David.     And,  this  notwithstanding,  David  sent  to  Zadok 
and  Abiathar  the  high-priests,  that  they  should  speak  to  the 
rulers  of  the  tribe  of  Judah  after  the  manner  following :  that 
it  would  be  a  reproach  upon  them  to  permit  the  other  tribw 
to  choose  David  for  their  king  before  their  tribe,  and  this, 
said  he,  while  you  are  akin  to  him,  and  of  the  same  comoMW 
blood/*     He  commanded  them  also  to  say  the  same  to  Amui 
the  captain  of  their  forces,  that  "whereas  he  was  his  sister'* 
son,  he  had  not  persuaded  the  multitude  to  restore  the 
kingdom  to  David:  that  he  might  expect  from  him  not  odj 
a  reconciliation,  for  that  was  already  granted,  but  that  supreme 
command  of  the  army  also  which  Absalom  had  bestowed 
upon  him/'     Accordingly  the  high-priests,  when  they  M 
discoursed  with  the  rulers  of  the  tribe,  and  said  what  th« 
king  had  ordered  them,  persuaded  Amasa  to  undertake  the 
care  of  his  affairs.     80  he  persuaded  that  tribe  to  €<TMi 
immediately  ambassadors  to  him,  to  beseech  him  to  retaru  lo 
his  kingdom.     The  same  did  all  the  Israelites,  at  the  like 
persuasion  of  Amasa. 

2.  When  the  ambassadors  came  to  him,  he  came  to  Jem* 
salem ;  and  the  tribe  of  Judah  w\hs  the  first  that  came  to 
meet  the  king  at  the  ri%'er  Jordan.  And  Shimei,  the  son  of 
Gera,  came  with  a  thousand  men;  which  he  brought  willi 
him  out  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin:  and  Ziba,  the  freednno 
of  Saul,  with  his  sons,  fifteen  in  number,  and  with  his  twenljf 
servants.     All  these,  as  well  as  the  tribe  of  Judah,  kid  • 
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bridge  [of  boats]  over  the  river,  that  the  king,  and  those  that 

were  with  him,  might  with  ease  pass  o%'er  it.     Now  as  soon 

as  he  was  come  to  Jordan,  the  tribe  of  Judah  saluted  him. 

K  Shimei  also  came  upon  the  bridge,  and  took  hohl  of  his  feet, 

Hand  prayed  him  to  **  forgive  him  what  he  had  offended,  and 

Huot  to  be  too  bitter  against  him,  nor  to  think  fit  to  make  him 

^  the  first  example  of  severity  under  his  new  authority ;  but 

to  consider  that  he  Iiad  repented  of  his  failure  of  duty,  and 

had  taken  care  to  come  first  of  all  to  him*"     While  he  was 

thus  entreating  the  king,  and  moving  him  to  compassion, 

Abishai,  JoalVs  brother,  said,  **  And  shall  not  this  man  die 

^  for  this,  that  lie  hath  cursed  that  king  whom  God  hath  ap- 

HjBpointed  to  reign  over  us  r     But  David  turned  himself  to  him, 

^mnd  said,  Will  you  never  leave  off,  ye  sons  of  Zeruiah  ?     Do 

not  you,  I  pray,  raise  new  troubles  and  seditions  among  us, 

now  the  former  are  over;  for  I  would  not  have  you  ignorant 

»that  I  this  day  begin  my  reign,  and  therefore  swear  to  remit 
'Id  all  offenders  their  punishments,  and  not  to  animadvert  on 
■Sny  one  that  has  sinned.  Be  thou  therefore,''  said  he,  **  O 
l>6himei,  of  good  courage,  and  do  not  at  all  fear  being  put  to 
death/'     So  he  worshipped  him,  and  went  on  before  him, 

3.  Mephibosheth  also,  SauFs  grandson,  met  David,  clothed 
in  a  sordid  garment,  and  having  his  hair  thick  and  neglected; 
for  after  David  was  fled  awavj  he  was  in  such  grief  that  he 
had  not  polled  his  head,  nor  had  he  washed  his  clothes,  as 
^—dooming  himself  to  undergo  such  hardships  upon  occasion 
^|bf  the  change  of  the  king's  affairs.  Now  he  had  been  un- 
^^Udtly  calumniated  to  the  king  by  Ziba  hiy  steward.  When 
he  had  saluted  the  king,  and  worshipped  him,  the  king  began 
to  ask  him,  '*  why  he  did  not  go  out  of  Jerusalem  with  him, 
and  accompany  him  during  his  flight?'*  He  replied,  that 
**  this  piece  of  injustice  was  owing  to  Ziba ;  because,  when 
he  was  ordered  to  get  things  ready  for  his  going  out  with 
hirn,  he  took  no  care  of  it,  but  regarded  him  no  more  than  if 
he  had  been  a  slave;  and  indeed,  had  I  had  my  feet  sound 
and  strong,  I  had  not  deserted  thee,  for  1  could  then  have 
made  use  of  them  in  my  flight:  hut  this  is  not  all  the  injury 
that  Ziba  has  done  me,  as  to  my  duty  to  thee,  my  lord  and 
my  master,  but  he  hath  calumniated  me  besides,  and  told  lies 
about  me  of  his  own  invention  ;  but  1  know  thy  mind  will  not 
admit  of  such  calumnies,  but  is  righteously  disposed,  and  a 
lover  of  truth,  which  it  is  also  the  will  of  God  should  prevail* 
For  when  thou  wast  in  the  greatest  danger  of  suffering  by 
my  grandfather,  and  when,  on  that  account,  our  whole  family 
might  justly  have  been  destroyed,  thou  wast  moderate  and 
merciful,  and  didst  then  especially  forget  all  those  injuries, 
rhen^if  thou  hadst  remembered  tnem,  thou  hadst  the  power 
"  punishing  us  for  ihcm  ;  but  ihou  hast  judged  me  to  be  thy 
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friend^  and  hast  set  me  every  day  at  thine  own  table ;  nor 
have  I  wanted  any  thing  which  one  of  thine  own  kinatnan,  of 
greatest  esteem  with  tbee,  could  have  expected."  When  he 
said  thi«,  David  resolved  neither  to  punish  Mephibosheth\ 
nor  to  condemn  Ziba,  as  having  belied  his  master;  but  said 
to  him^  that  as  he  had  [before]  granted  all  his  estate  to  Ziba, 
because  he  did  not  come  along  with  him,  so  he  [now]  pro* 
mised  to  forgive  him,  and  ordered  that  theone  half  of  his  estate 
should  he  restored  to  him.  Whereupon  Mephibosheth  said, 
**  Nay,  let  Ziba  take  all ;  it  suffices  me  that  thou  hast  re- 
covered thy  kingdom." 

4,  But  David  desired  Barzillai  the  Gileadite,  that  great 
and  good  man,  and  one  that  had  made  a  plentiful  provision 
for  him  at   Muhanaim«  and  had  conducted  him  as   far  as 
Jordan,  to  accompany  him  to  Jerusalem,  for  he  promised  to 
treat  liim  in  his  old  age  with  all  manner  of  respect ;  to  take 
care  of  him,  and  provide  for  him.     But  Barzillai  was  so  de* 
sirous  to  live  at  home,  that  he  entreated  him  to  excuse  him 
from  attendance  on  him  ;  and  said,  that  *'  his  age  waa  too 
great  to  enjoy  the  pleasures  [of  a  court],  since  he  was  four- 
score years  old»  and  was  therefore  making  provision  for  his 
death  and  burial ;  so  he  de^sired  him  to  gratify  him  in  ihii 
request,  and  dismiss  him ;  for  he  had  no  reliish  of  his  meat, 
or  his  drink,  by  reason  of  his  age;  and  that  his  cars  wert 
too  much  shut  up  to  hear  the  sound  of  pipes,  or  the  melodf 
of  other  musical  instruments,  such  as  all  tiiose  that  live  ivith 
kings  delight  in/*    When  he  entreated  for  tlii&i  so  earnestly^ 
the  kin^  said,  '*  I  di.^miss  thee,  but  thou  shalt  grant  me  thy 
son  Chiniham,  and  upon  him  will  I  bestow  all  surts  of  good 
things/*     So  Barzillai  left  his  son  with  him,  and  worshtp|>«d 
the  king,  and  wished  him  a  prosperous  conclusion  of  (11  hi* 
affairs  according  to  his  own  mind,  and  then  returned  home: 
but  David  came  to  Gilgal,  having  about  him  half  the  peopb 
[of  Israel],  and  the  [whole]  tribe  of  Judah. 

.5.  Now  the  principal  men  of  the  country  came  to  Gilgll 
to  him  with  a  great  multitude,  and  complained  of  tlie  trib 
of  Judah,  that  they  had  come  to  him  in  a  private  manaet, 
whereas  they  ought  all  conjointly,  aitd  with  one  and  iht 
same  intention,  to  have  given  him  the  meeting.  But  the 
rulers  of  the  tribe  of  Judah  desired  them  not  to  be  dif* 

^  By  David^s  disposal  of  halfMepliibosheth's  estate  to  Ziba,  one  wootil  isiKgiP' 
ihat  he  waa  &  good  deal  dUsaiisficd,  and  doubtful  whether  Meph'ihoKhtlh'a  ^vwj  wt^ 
entirely  true  or  not :  nor  doei  Diivid  now  invite  him  to  ditt  wiih  him,  m  tic  did 
before,  but  oaly  forgives  him,  If  he  had  been  at  all  guilty.  Nor  b  ihis  odd  vtf  of 
niourniog  that  Mephibosheth  made  use  of  here,  and  2  Sara.  k\%  ?*  -J  n-  tm 
from  suApicion  of  hypocrisy.     If  Ziba  neglected  or  rcfus>ed  to  bri-  ii«ll> 

an  ass  of  his  own,  on  which  he  might  ride  lo  David,  it  is  hard  lu      ;;  ^'^ 

great  a  man  n$  he  was  should  not  be  ablo  lo  procure  some  other  beast  lor  Uieftmc 
p^^fpose. 


Hun 
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leased,  if  they  had  been  prevented  by  them :  for,  said  they, 
We  are  David's   kinsmen,  and   on   that  account  we  the 
raiher  took  care  of  him,  and  loved  him,  and  so  came  first  to 
him,  yet  they  had  not,  by  their  early  comings  received  any 
gifts  from  hin),  which  might  give  them  who  came  last  any 
uneasiness/'     When  the  rulers  of  the  tribe  of  Judah  had 
id  this,  the  rulers  of  the  other  tribe  were  not  cjuiet,  but 
MLid   further,  **  O  brethren,  we  cannot  but  wonder  at  you 
when  you  call  the  king  your  kinsman  alone,  whereas  he  that 
hath  received  from  God  the  powder  over  all  of  us  in  conmion, 
ought  to  be  esteemed  a  kinsman  to  us  all ;  for  w  hicli  reason 
the  whole  people  have  eleven  parts  in  him,  and  you  but  one 
tktt^ :  we  also  are  elder  than  you;  wiierefore  you  have  not 
one  justly  in  coming  to  the  king  in  this  private  and  con- 
cealed manner." 

Gp  While  these  rulers  were  thus  disputing  one  with  an- 
ther, a  certain  wicked  man,  who  took  a  pleasure  in  sedi- 
ou8  practices  (his  name  was  Sheba,  the  son  of  Bichri,  of 
the  tribe  of  Benjamin),  stood  up  in  the  midst  of  the  multi- 
tude, and  cried  aloud,  and  spake  thus  to  them :  **  We  have 
tia  part  in  David,  nor  inheritance  in  the  son  of  Jesse.'  And 
when  he  had  used  those  words,  he  blew  with  a  trumpet,  and 
declared  w^ar  against  the  king  ;  and  they  all  left  David,  and 
followed  him;  the  tribe  of  Judah  alone  staid  with  him,  and 
settled  him  in  his  royal  palace  at  Jerusalem.  But  as  for  his 
Concubines,  with  whom  Absalom  his  son  had  accompanied, 
uly  he  removed  them  to  another  house  ;  and  ordered  those 
at  had  the  care  of  them  to  make  a  plentiiul  provision  for 
them,  but  he  came  not  near  them  any  more.  He  also  ap- 
pointed Amasa  for  the  captain  of  his  forces,  and  gave  hira 
the  same  high  office  which  Joab  before  had ;  and  com- 
manded him  to  gather  together  out  of  the  tribe  of  Judah,  as 
great  an  army  as  he  could,  and  come  to  him  within  three 
days,  that  he  might  deliver  his  entire  army,  and  might  send 
him  to  fight  against  [Sheba]  the  son  of  Bichri.  Now  while 
Amasa  was  gone  out,  and  made  some  delay  in  gathering  the 
anny  tog^ether,  and  so  was  not  yet  returned,  on  the  third 
day  the  king  said  to  Joab,  **  It  is  not  fit  we  should  make  any 
delay  in  this  affair  of  Sheba,  lest  he  get  a  numerous  army 
about  him,  and  be  the  occasion  of  greater  mischief,  and  hurt 
oiu*  affairs  more  than  did  Absalom  himself;  do  not  thou 
therefore  wait  any  longer,  but  take  such  forces  as  thou  hast 

^B  *  1  clearly  prefer  Jotephus's  reodiog  here,  when  it  stippo&es  eleven  tribes,  iu- 
^^WudinfT  Henjamin,  to  be  on  one  side,  and  the  tribe  of  Judah  alone  on  tlie  other^ 
^Kl  iitiia  ID  general  bad  been  still  fonder  of  the  house  of  Saul,  and  leu  flnij 

^■t^  itherlo,  than  any  of  the  rt^i,  and  su  cannot  be  suppoMid  io  be  joined 

^B  li^.:..  .:  _..^h  al  this  time  to  make  it  double,  especially  whtn  tbe  followiog  rebellidD 
iras  headed  by  a  Benjamite,    See  $  6 ;  and  2  Sam.  xjl,  2, 4« 
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«t  hand,  and  that  [old]  body  of  six  hundred  men  and  tbjr 
brother  Abishai  with  thee,  and  pursue  after  our  enemy,  and 
endeavour  to  fight  with  him  wheresoever  thou  canst  overtake 
him.  Make  haste  to  prevent  him,  lest  be  seize  upon  some 
fenced  cities,  and  cause  us  great  labour  and  pains  before  ire 
take  him/' 

7*  So  Joab  resolved  to  make  no  delay,  but  taking  with 
bim  his  brother,  and  those  six  hundred  men,  and  giving 
orders  that  the  rest  of  the  army  which  was  at  Jerusalem 
should  follow  him,  he  marched  with  great  speed  agaitiil 
Sheba;  and  when  he  was  come  to  Gibeon,  which  is  a  village 
forty  furlongs  distant  from  Jerusalem,  Amasa  brought  a 
great  army  with  him,  and  met  Joab.  Now  Joab  was  girded 
with  a  sword,  and  his  breast-plate  on;  and  when  Amiisii 
came  near  him  to  salute  him,  he  took  particular  care  that  hii 
6 word  should  fall  out  as  it  were  of  its  own  accord :  so  he 
took  it  up  from  the  ground,  and  while  he  approached  Amasa, 
who  was  then  near  him,  as  though  he  would  kiss  liinii  he 
took  hold  of  Amasa  s  beard  with  his  other  hand,  and  b 
emote  him  in  his  belly  when  he  did  not  foresee  it,  and  t^lew 
liim.  This  impious  and  altogether  profane  action,  Joab  did 
to  a  good  young  man,  and  his  kinsman,  and  one  that  had  done 
him  no  injury,  and  this  out  of  jealousy  that  he  would  obttin 
the  chief  command  of  the  arm>,and  be  in  equal  dignity  wi^ 
himself  about  the  king:  and  for  the  same  cause  it  was  thai 
killed  Abner.  But  as  to  that  former  wicked  action,  the  d 
of  his  brother  Asahel,  which  he  seemed  to  revenge,  afforded 
him  a  decent  pretence^  and  made  that  crime  a  pardonable 
one ;  but  in  this  murder  of  Amasa  there  was  no  such 
covering  for  it.  Now  when  Joab  had  killed  this  general,  ht 
pursued  after  Sheba,  having  left  a  man  with  the  dead  body, 
who  was  ordered  to  proclaim  aloud  to  the  army,  that  Amwt 
was  justly  slain,  and  deservedly  punished.  **But,  said  he, 
if  you  be  for  the  king,  follow  Joab  his  general,  and  Abishii 
JoaVs  brother:"  but  because  the  body  lay  on  the  road,  and 
all  the  multitude  came  running  to  it,  and,  as  is  usual  with 
the  multitude,  w^ondering  a  great  w*hile  at  it,  he  that  guarded 
it  removed  it  thence,  and  carried  it  to  a  certain  place  that 
was  very  remote  from  the  road,  and  there  laid  it,  and 
covered  it  with  his  garment.  When  this  was  done,  all  the 
people  followed  Joab.  Now  as  lie  pursued  Sheba  through 
all  the  country  of  Israel,  one  told  him,  that  he  was  in  a 
strong  city  called  Abel-bethmaachah  ;  hereupon  Joab  went 
thither,  and  set  about  it  with  his  army,  and  cast  up  a  bank 
round  it,  and  ordered  his  soldiers  to  undermine  the  waHf, 
and  to  overthrow  them ;  and  since  the  people  in  the  city  did 
not  admit  him,  he  was  greatly  displeased  at  them. 

8.  Now  there  was  a  woman  of  small  aceountj  and  jct  both 
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ise  and  intelligent,  wlio  seeing  her  native  city  lying  at  the 
t  extremity,  ascentled  upon  the  wall,  and  by  means  of  the 
armed  men,  called  for  Joab  ;  and  when  he  came  to  her,  she 
began  to  say,  that  **  God  ordained  kings  and  generals  of 
armies,  that  they  might  cut  off  the  enemieg  of  the  Hebrews, 
and  introduce  a  universal  peace  among  them;  but  thou  art 
endeavouring  to  overthrow  and  depopulate  a  metropolis  of 
the  Israelites,  which  hath  been  guilty  of  no  ofience/*  But 
be  replied,  ''  God  continue  to  be  merciful  unto  me :  1  am 
disposed  to  avoid  killing  any  one  of  the  people,  much  less 
would  I  destroy  such  a  city  as  this  ;  and  if  they  will  deliver 
me  up  Sheba,  the  son  of  Bichri,  who  hath  rebelled  against 
the  king,  I  will  leave  off  the  siege,  and  withdraw  the  army 
from  the  place."  Now  as  soon  as  the  woman  heard  what 
Joab  said>  she  desired  him  to  intermit  the  siege  for  a  little 
while,  for  that  he  should  have  the  head  of  his  enemy  thrown 
out  to  him  presently.  So  she  went  down  to  the  citizens, 
and  said  to  them,  "Will  you  be  so  wicked  as  to  perish 
miserably,  with  your  children  and  wives,  for  the  sake  of  a 
vile  fellow,  and  tme  whom  nobody  knows  who  he  is  ?  And 
will  you  have  him  for  your  king  instead  of  David,  who  hath 
been  so  great  a  benefactor  to  you,  and  oppose  your  city 
alone  to  such  a  miffhty  and  strong  army  ?'*  So  she  prevailed 
with  them,  and  they  cut  off  the  head  of  Sheba,  and  threw  it 

to  Joab's  army.     When  this  was  done,  the  king's  general 

unded  a  retreat  and  raised  the  siege*  And  when  he  was 
come  to  Jerusalem  he  was  again  appointed  to  be  general  of 
all  the  people.     The  king  *also  constituted  Benaiah  captain 

^  the  guards,  and  of  the  six  hundred  men.  He  also  set 
Adoram  over  the  tribute,  and  Sabathes  and  Achifaus  over 
the  records.  He  made  Sheva  the  scribe ;  and  appointed 
Zadok  and  Abiathar  the  high-priests. 


m 


CHAPTER  Xll. 


Tfow  the  Hebrews  were  delivered  from  a  famine  when  the 
Gibeonitei  had  caused  punishment  to  be  mjiicied  for  those 
qf  them  that  had  been  slain :  as  also,  what  great  actions 
were  performed  against  the  Philistines  by  Daridf  and  the 
men  of  talour  about  him, 

)  1,  After  this,  when  the  country  was  greatly  afflicted 
With  a  famine,  David  besought  God  to  have  mercy  on  the 
people,  and  to  discover  to  him  what  was  the  cause  of  it,  and 
how  a  remedy  might  be  found  for  that  distemper.  Arid 
then  the  prophets^  answered,  "  that  God  would  have  the 
Gtbeonites  avenged,  whom  Saul  the  king  was  so  wicked  ai 
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to  betray  to  slaughter,  and  had  not  observed  the  oath  whic 
Joshua  the  general  and  the  senate  had  sworn  to  them*  1 
therefore,  said  God,  the  king  would  permit  such  ven^eani 
to  be  taken  for  those  that  were  slain,  as  ihe  Gi^ 
should  desire,  be  promised  that  he  would  be  recon 
them,  and  free  the  multitude  from  their  miseries/*  As  sooi 
therefore  as  the  king  understood  that  this  it  was  which  Goi 
sought,  he  sent  for  the  Gibeonites,  and  asked  them^  what  ij 
was  they  should  have;  and  when  they  desired  to  have  sex 
sons  of  Saul  delivered  to  them,  to  be  punished,  he  deliven 
them  up,  but  spared  Mephibosheth  the  son  of  Jona 
So  when  the  Gibeonites  had  received  the  men»  they  puni 
them  as  they  pleased;  upon  which  God  began  to  send  mfn, 
and  to  recover  the  earth  to  bring  forth  its  fruits  as  usual, 
and  to  free  it  from  the  foregoing  drought,  so  that  the  country 
of  the  Hebrews  flourished  again.  A  little  afterward  the 
king  made  war  against  the  Philistines;  and  when  he  bid 
joined  the  battle  with  them,  and  put  them  to  flight,  be  w&i 
left  alone,  as  he  was  in  pursuit  of  them ;  and  when  he  was 
quite  tired  down,  he  was  seen  by  one  of  the  enemy,  hi« 
name  was  Achmon,  the  son  of  Araph ;  he  was  one  of  the 
sons  of  tlie  giants.  He  had  a  spear,  the  handle  of  which 
weighed  three  hundred  shekels,  and  a  breast-plate  of  chain- 
work,  and  a  sword*  He  turned  back,  and  ran  violently  tn 
slay  [David],  their  enemies  king,  for  he  was  quite  tired  o«t 
with  labour ;  but  Abishai,  Joab's  brother,  appeared  on  the 
sudden,  and  protected  the  kin^  with  his  shield,  as  he  \sj 
down,  and  slew  the  enemy.  Now  the  multitude  were  very 
uneasy  at  these  dangers  of  the  king,  and  that  he  was  very 
near  to  be  slain;  and  the  rulers  made  him  swear  that  lie 
would  no  more  go  out  with  them  to  battle,  lest  he  should 
come  to  some  great  misfortune  by  his  courage  and  boldne&i, 
and  thereby  deprive  the  people  of  the  benefits  they  now 
enjoyed  by  his  means,  and  of  those  that  they  might  hereafter 
enjoy  by  his  living  a  long  time  among  them, 

2.  When  the  king  heard  that  the  Philistines  were  gatberetl 
together  at  the  city  Gazara,  he  sent  an  army  against  them* 
when  Sibbechai  the  Hittite,  one  of  David's  most  courageoui 
men,  behaved  himself  so  as  to  deserve  great  commendatioa, 
for  he  slew  many  of  those  that  bragged  they  were  the 
posterity  of  the  giants,  and  vaunted  themselves  highly  i>n 
that  account,  and  thereby  was  the  occasion  of  victory  to  the 
Hebrews.  After  which  defeat,  the  Philistines  made  wat 
again;  and  when  David  had  sent  an  army  against  thew* 
Nephan  his  kinsman  fought  in  a  single  combat  with  tbc 
Btoutest  of  all  the  Philistines,  and  slew  him,  and  put  fhf 
rest  to  flight.  Many  of  them  also  were  skin  in  the  fight 
Now  a  little  while  after  this,  the  Philistines  pitched  thcif 
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camp  at  a  city  which  lay  not  fur  off  the  bounds  of  the  country 

of  the  Hebrews.     They  had  a  man  who  was  six  cubits  tall, 

and  had  on  each  of  his  feet  and  hands  one  more  toe  and 

■^nger  than  men  naturally  have.     Now  the  person  who  was 

^Knt  against  them  by  David  out  of  his  army  was  Jonathan, 

^Hbe  son  of  ShimeEi  Mho  fbuglit  this  man  in  a  single  combat, 

PHtid  slew  him;  and  as  he  was  the  j^erson  who  gave  the  turn 

to  the  battle,  he  gained  the  greatest  reputation  for  courage 

therein.     This  man  also  vaunted  himsi^lf  to  be  of  the  sons 

of  the  giants*     But  after  this  tight  the  Philistines  made  war 

■no  more  against  the  Israelites. 

^B  3.  And  now  David  being  freed  from  wars  and  dangers, 
^Bnd  enjoying  for  the  future  a  profound  peace  %  composed 
pHbngs  and  liymns  to  God  of  several  sorts  of  metre;  some  of 
them  which  he  made  were  triuietersi  and  some  were  penta- 
meters; he  also  made  instruments  of  music,  and  taught  the 
Levites  to  sing  hymns  to  God,  both  on  that  called  the 
sabbath-day,  and  on  other  festivals*  Now  the  construction 
of  the  instruments  was  thus  :  the  viol  was  an  instrument  of 
ten  strings,  it  was  played  upon  with  a  bow;  the  psaltery  had 
twelve  musical  notes,  and  was  played  upon  by  the  singers ; 


Th«  tection  is  a  very  rcmarkoble  one,  uiid  shows,  tint,  in  fbe  opinion  of  Jo&e- 

ui,  David  composed  the  Hook  of  Pdatms,  noi  at  several  limeft  before,  a&  tbeir 

col  iosicriptioDs  frcquentty  imply t  but  generally  at  the  latter  ind  of  lii&  life,  or 

hi*  wars  were  over,     ^or  does  Josephu>i,  nor  the  authors  of  thckuown  hooks 

I  Old  and  New  J  estament,  nor  the  Apc&ioUcal  Conslilotionft,  ^eem  lo  bave 

1  any  oflbem  to  any  other  author  ih^n  to  David  him&elL     See  Kssayou  the 

_  atament,  page  174,  175.     Of  ihe^  metres  of  the  Taalms^  »ee  the  oole  on 

q.  H.  IK  cb.  xvi.  $  4.    However,  we  oiust  ob^rve  here,  thai  as  Jo&epbus  &ays, 

B.  II.  ch.  xvl.  ^  4.  that  the  soog  at  the  Hed  inga,  Exod.  xv.  1  —  21  ;  wai 

led  by  Mo«cs  la  the  heiameter  tunet  or  mf tre,  as  also  Antiq.  B.  IV*  chap. 

4,  that  the  ioog  of  Moses,  Detit.  xxxii,  1—43  ;  was  an  hexameter  pi>em,  m 

J  say,  that  the  I'tiilnu  of  t  Jut  id  were  of  lariouj  kindi  of  mttre,  and  particularly, 

J  contained  irimelen  and  pentamtt^^s,  Antiq.  B.  VII.  ch.  %h.  j  'J.  all  which 

_  ,  that  he  thought  the»e  Hebrew  poems  might  be  be^t  described  to  the  breekt 

Romani  under  those  names  and  Gbaracterii  of  Hfiamettn,  Tnmetfitt  and 

ifUmeUrM.     Now,  it  appear*  ihai  the  iastrumcnts  of  music  that  were  originally 

•d,  by  the  command  of  king  David  and  Solomon,  and  were  carried  to  Baby  Ion  at 

I  nplitrily  of  the  two  tribes,  were  brought  back  after  that  captivity  ;  ua  also,  that 

I  atogeri  and  musicians,  who  outlived  that  capttvtiy,  came  back  with  those  in striL- 

tuts.  Kira  ii.  41  ;  vii*  24  ;  Neb.  vii.  44  ;  Antirj*  B.  XJ.  ch.  tii  i  8,  and  ch.  iv.  & 

>  and  that  this  mufic,  and  these  instruments  at  the  temple,  could  not  but  be  well 

I  lo  iosephus.  a  priest  beloagiog  to  that  temple  :  who  accordingly  eivea  us  ft 

feacription  of  three  of  the  iaitruinent&,  ADtiq.  U.  Vii,  ch.  xti.  ^  3.  and  gives 

atkflct  account,  thnt  such  psalms  and  hyiTins  were  «ung  iti  hi^  days  at  that 

J  Afitiq«  B.  XX.  chap,  ix*  §  6.  eo  that  Josephus't  auithority  is  beyond  excep* 

I  Ihefte  matter*.     Nor  cao  any  hypothesis  nf  the  moderns,  that  does  not  agree 

»bii»'s  characters,  be  justly  iup|io»ed  Ibe  true  metre  of  the  ancient  i^lebrewi.^ 

I  is  there,  I  think,  any  other  original  authority  now  extant,  hereto  relating, 

to  be  opposed  lo  these  le^^^tinmnics  before  us.   '1  hat  the  ancient  music  of  the  ilebrewa 
pui  very  completo  aieo,  and  had  in  it  great  variety  of  tunes,  i^  evident  by  the  number 
I  tlieir  OQUsical  instruments,  and  by  the  teatitcony  of  another  most  aulbentic  witaesa, 
ftUSj  ibe  son  of  :^irach,  Ecclus.  1.  18.  who  says,  that  at  the  temple,  in  his  days, 
"  ^aitigers  saoj;  praises  with  their  voice,  with  great  variety  of  sounds  was  there 
■ — et  melody." 
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.  the  cymbals  were  broad  and  large  instruments,  and  were 
made  of  brass.  And  so  much  shall  suffice  to  be  spoken  hj 
us  about  these  instruments,  that  the  readers  may  not  b* 
wholly  unacquainted  with  their  nature. 

4,  Now  all  the  men  that  were  about  David,  were  men 
courage.  Those  that  were  most  illustrious  and  famous 
them  for  their  actions  were  thirty-eight;  of  five  of  whom  I' 
will  only  relate  the  performances,  for  these  will  suffice  to 
make  manifest  the  virtues  of  the  others  also;  for  thi 
were  powerful  enough  to  subdue  countries,  and  conqucrj 
great  nations.  First,  therefore,  was  Jessai,  the  son  of 
Achimaas,  who  frequently  leaped  upon  the  troops  of  the 
enemy,  and  did  not  leave  off  fighting  till  he  overthrew  nbe 
hundred  of  them.  After  him  was  Eleazar,  the  son  of  Dodo, 
who  was  with  the  king  at  Arasam.  This  man,  when  once 
the  Israelites  were  under  a  consternation  at  the  multitude  of 
the  Philistines,  and  were  running  away,  stood  alone,  and 
fell  upon  the  enemy,  and  slew  many  of  them,  till  his  sword 
clung  to  his  hand  by  the  blood  he  had  shed,  and  till  tlu! 
Israelites,  seeing  the  Philistines  retire  by  his  means,  came 
down  from  the  mountains  and  pursued  them,  and  at  that 
time  won  a  surprising  and  a  famous  victory,  while  Eleaiir 
slew  the  men,  and  the  multitude  followed  and  sjpoiM 
their  dead  bodies.  The  third  was  Sheba,  the  son  oi  Ilus. 
Now  this  miin»  when,  in  the  wars  against  the  Philistinef, 
they  pitched  their  camp  at  a  place  called  Lehi,  and  wbai 
the  Hebrews  were  again  afraid  of  their  army,  and  did  DOi 
stay,  he  stood  still  alone,  as  an  army,  and  a  body  of  men, 
and  some  of  them  he  overthrew,  and  some  who  were  aot 
able  to  abide  his  strength  and  force  he  pursued.  These 
are  the  works  of  the  hands,  and  of  fighting*  which  these 
three  performed.  Now  at  the  time  when  the  king  was  otic« 
at  Jerusalem,  and  the  army  of  the  Philistines  came  upon  hi© 
to  fight  him,  David  went  up  to  the  top  of  the  citadel, «»  ^« 
have  already  said,  to  inquire  of  God  concerning  the  battle, 
while  the  enemy*s  camp  lay  in  the  valley  that  extends  to  the 
city  Bethlehem,  which  is  twenty  furlongs  distant  fro«« 
Jerusalem.  Now  David  said  to  his  companions,  **\\> 
have  excellent  water  in  my  own  city,  especially  that  which 
is  in  the  pit  near  the  gate,"  wondering  if  any  one  would 
bring  him  some  of  it  to  drink ;  but  he  said,  that  "  he  would 
rather  have  it  than  a  great  deal  of  money/*  When  these 
three  men  heard  what  he  said,  they  ran  away  immediately, 
and  burst  through  the  midst  of  their  enemy's  camp,  wii 
came  to  Bethlehem ;  and  when  they  had  drawn  the  water, 
they  returned  again  through  the  enemy's  camp  to  the  kmf» 
insomuch  that  the  Philistines  were  so  surprised  at  t!ie»t 
boldness  and  alacrity,  that  they  were  quiet,  and  did  nothing 
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affainst  them,  as  if  they  despised  their  small  number.     But 

when  the  water  was  brought  to  the  kiiig,  he  would  not  drink 

it,  sayings  that   **  it  was  brought  by  the  danger  and  the 

blood  of  men,  and  that  it  was  not  proper  on  that  account  to 

drink  it,"     But  he  poured  it  out  to  God,  and  gave  him 

^anks  for  the  salvation  of  the  men.     Next  to  these  was 

Lbizshai,  Joab's  brother;  for  he  in  one  day  slew  six  hundred. 

The  fifth  of  these  was  Benaiali,   by  lineage  a  priest,  for 

ting  challenged  by  [two]  eminent  men  in  the  country  of 

loab,  he  overcame  them  by  his  valour.     Moreover,  there 

las  a  man,  by  nation  an  Egyptian,  who  was  of  a  vast  bulk, 

sd  challenged  him,  yet  did  lie,  when  he  was  unarmed,  kill 

im  with  his  own  spear,  which  he   threw  at  him,  for  he 

lught  him  by  force,  and  took  away  his  weapons,  while  he 

jra8  alive  and  fighting,  and  slew  him  with  his  own  weapons. 

)ne  may  also  add  this  to  the  foremen tioned  actions  of  the 

imc  man,  either  as  the  principal  of  them  in  alacrity,  or  aa 

Esemhling  the  rest ;  When  God  sent  a  snow,  there  was  a 

lion  who  slipped  and  fell  into  a  certain  pit,  and  because  the 

pit's  mouth  was  narrow  it  was  evident  he  would  perish,  being 

enclosed  with  the  snow ;  so  when  he  saw  no  way  to  get  out 

and  save  himself  he  roared.     When    Benaiah  heard   the 

^^ild  beast,  he  went  towards  him,  and  coming  at  the  noise 

^B^  made,  he  went  down  into  the  mouth  of  the  pit  and  smote 

^Kim,  as   he   struggled,  with  a   stake    that  lay  there,  and 

HpiiEnediately  slew  him*    The  other  thirty^hree  were  hke 

"  these  in  valour  also. 


CHAPTER  Xin. 

at  when  Datkl  had  numbered  the  people^  they  were 
punished;  and  how  the  dicine  compassion  restrained  that 
punishment, 

{  I.  Now  king  David  was  desirous  to  know  how  many  ten 
thousands  there  were  of  the  |»eople,  but  forgot  the  commands 
of  Moses  %  who  told  them  beforehand,  that  if  the  multitude 


•  The  words  of  God  by  Moses,  Eiod.  xtx,  12  ;  sufficiently  jualify  the  reason 
I  given  by  Joseph  us  for  the  great  plague  m«n  tioned  ia  this  chapter :  "  When 
\  Hmk/tal  U»e  sum  of  the  children  of  laraol,  after  their  number,  then  shall  they  give 
f  man  a  ransom  for  his  %o\x\  unto  the  Lord»  ivhen  thou  ntimberesl  tbemt  that 
tllefe  be  no  plague  amongst  them  when  thou  numbcre^t  them."  Nor  indeed  could 
David'ftor  the  Sanhedrim**  neglect  of  executing  this  law  at  this  aumeration,  cxcui* 
the  |<*op1c\  who  ought  stiU  to  have  brought  their  bounden  oblaiion  of  half  a  shekel 
apiece  with  ihcm,  when  they  came  to  be  numbered*  The  great  reason  why  pationa 
sre  io  constantly  punished  by.  and  wilh,  their  wicked  kings  aod  |o*emors»  is  ihtt: 
thai  Ibey  almost  constantly  comply  with  them  in  their  nei^lect  oT,  or  disobedience 
l»»  tbe  divtn*  lawi,  and  suf^r  iWio  divine  laws  to  go  into  disuse  or  conteoipt,  tu 
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were  numbered  they  should  pay  half  a  shekel  to  God  for 
every  head.  Accordingly  the  king  commanded  Joab,  the 
captain  of  his  host,  to  go  and  number  the  whole  multitude : 
but  when  he  said  there  was  no  necessity  for  such  a  numera- 
tion, he  was  not  persuaded  [to  countermand  it,]  but  he«n* 
joined  him  to  make  no  delay,  but  to  go  about  the  numbering 
of  the  Hebrews  immediately.  So  Joab  took  with  him  the 
heads  of  the  tribes,  and  the  scribes,  and  went  over  the 
country  of  the  Israelites,  and  took  notice  how  numerous  the 
multitude  were,  and  returned  to  Jerusalem  to  the  king,  after 
nine  months  and  twenty  days ;  and  he  gave  in  to  the  king  the 
number  of  the  people,  without  the  tribe  of  Benjamin,  for  he 
had  not  yet  numbered  that  tribe,  no  more  than  the  tribe  of 
Levi,  for  the  king  repented  of  his  having  sinned  against  God. 
N  ow  the  number  of  the  rest  of  the  Israelites  was  nine  hundred 
thousand  men,  who  were  able  to  bear  arms  and  go  to  war; 
but  the  tribe  of  Judah,  by  itself,  was  four  hundred  thousand 
men. 

2.  Now  when  the  prophets  had  signified  to  David,  that 
God  was  angry  at  him,  he  began  to  entreat  him,  and  to  desire 
he  would  be  merciful  to  him,  and  forgive  his  sin.  But  God 
sent  Nathan  the  prophet  to  him,  to  propose  to  him  the  elec- 
tion of  three  things,  that  he  might  choose  which  he  liked 
best;  "Whether  he  would  have  famine  come  upon  the 
country  for  seven  years  ?  or  would  have  a  war,  and  be  sub- 
dued three  months  by  his  enemies  ?  or  whether  God  should 
send  a  pestilence  and  a  distemper  upon  the  Hebrews  for  three 
days?"  But  as  he  was  fallen  to  a  fatal  choice  of  great 
miseries,  he  was  in  trouble,  and  sorely  confounded ;  and  when 
the  prophet  had  said,  that  he  must  of  necessity  make  this 
choice,  and  had  ordered  him  to  answer  quickly,  that  he  might 
declare  what  he  had  chosen  to  God,  the  king  reasoned  with 
himself,  that  in  case  he  should  ask  for  famine,  he  would  ap- 
pear to  do  it  for  others,  and  without  danger  to  himself,  since 
he  had  a  great  deal  of  corn  hoarded  up,  but  to  the  harm  of 


order  to  please  those  wicked  kings  and  governors  ;  and  that  they  submit  to  several 
wicked  political  laws  and  commands  of  those  kings  and  governors  instead  of  the 
righteous  laws  of  God,  which  all  mankind  ought  ever  to  obey,  let  their  kings  and 
covernors  say  what  they  please  to  the  contrary;  this  preference  of  human  t>efore 
divine  laws  seeming  to  me  the  principle  character  of  idolatrous  or  antichristian  na- 
tions. Accordingly,  Josephus  well  observes,  Antiq.  B.  IV.  ch.  viii.  §  17.  that  it 
was  the  duty  of  the  people  of  Israel  to  take  care  that  their  kings,  when  they  should 
have  them,  did  not  exceed  their  proper  limits  of  power,  and  prove  ungovernable  by 
the  laws  of  God,  which  would  certainly  be  a  most  pernicious  thing  to  their  divine 
settlement.  Nor  do  I  think  that  negligence  peculiar  to  the  Jews  :  those  nations 
which  are  called  ChrUtianSt  are  sometimes  indeed  very  solicitous  to  restrain  their 
kings  and  governors  from  breaking  the  human  laws  of  their  several  kingdoms,  but 
without  the  like  care  for  restraining  them  from  breaking  the  laws  of  God.  **  Whether 
it  be  right  in  the  sight  of  God,  to  hearken  unto  men  more  than  God,  judge  ye," 
Acts  V.  19.    "  We  ought  to  obey  God  rather  than  men,"  ver.  29. 
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others ;  that  in  case  he  should  choose  to  be  overcome  [by 
his  enemies]  for  three  monihs,  he  would  appear  to  have 
chosen  war,  because  he  had  valiant  men  about  him,  and 
strong  holds,  and  that  therefore  he  feared  nothing  therelVom; 
so  be  chose  that  affliclion  which  is  common  to  kings  and  to 
their  subjects,  aiitl  in  which  the  fear  was  equal  on  all  sides; 
and  suitl  this  heforehaud,  that  **  it  was  much  better  to  fall 
into  the  bands  of  God,  than  into  those  of  bis  enemies/' 

3*  When  the  profibet  had  heard  this,  he  declared  it  to 
God;  who  thereupon  sent  a  pestilence  and  a  mortahty  upon 
the  Hebrews  ;  nor  did  they  die  after  one  and  the  same  man- 
ner, nor  so  that  it  was  easy  to  know  what  tl»e  distemper  was. 
Now,  the  miserable  disease  was  one  in  deed,  but  it  carried 
them  off  by  ten  thousand  causes  and  occanions,  which  those 
that  were  afflicted  could  not  understand  ;  for  one  died  upon 
the  neck  of  another,  and  the  terrible  malady  seized  them 
before  they  were  aware,  and  brought  them  to  their  end  sud- 
denly, some  giving  up  the  ghost  immediately  with  very  great 
pains,  and  bitter  grief,  and  some  were  worn  away  by  their 
distempers,  and  had  nothing  remaining  to  be  buried,  but  as 
soon  as  ever  they  fell,  were  entirely  macerated  ;  some  were 
choked,  and  greatly  lamented  tiieir  case,  as  being  also 
stricken  with  a  sudden  darkness  ;  some  there  were,  who,  as 
they  were  burying  a  relation  fell  down  dead"*,  without  finish- 
ing the  rites  of  the  funeral.  Now  there  perished  of  this  dis- 
ease, which  began  with  the  morning,  and  lasted  till  the  hour 
of  dinner,  seventy  thousand*  Nay  the  angel  stretched  out 
his  hand  over  Jerusalem,  as  sending  this  terrible  judgment 
upon  it.  But  David  had  put  on  sackcloth,  and  lay  upon  the 
ground,  entreating  (iod,  and  begging  that  the  distemper 
might  now  cease,  and  that  be  would  be  satisfied  with  those 
that  had  already  perished.  And  when  the  king  looked  up 
into  the  air,  and  saw  the  angel  carried  along  thereby  into 
Jerusalem,  with  his  sword  drawn,  he  said  to  God,  that  '*he 
might  justly  be  punished,  who  was  their  shepherd,  hut  that 
the  sheep  ought  to  be  preserved,  as  not  having  sinned  at 
all ;  and  be  implored  God  that  he  would  send  his  wrath 
upon  him,  and  upon  all  his  family,  hut  spare  the  people/* 

4,  When  God  heard  his  supplication,  he  caused  the  pes- 
tilence to  cease;  and  sent  Gad  the  prophet  to  him,  and 
commanded  Iiim  to  go  up  immediately  to  the  threshing-floor 
of  Araunah  the  Jehusite,  and  build  an  altar  there  to  God, 
and  offer  sacrifices.  When  David  beard  that,  be  did  not 
neglect  his  duty,  but  made  haste  to  the  place  appointed  him* 


^  Whence  Josephui  took  th«se  hts  disiiQct  mod  melanclioly  accounti  of  the  par* 
ticuUr  iymptoms.  and  iTio<t  miserable  metbod*  of  dying,  in  ihis  lerrible  pesiileoce, 
tve  cannot  now  tell,  our  other  copies  afTording  us  do  such  accounts. 
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Now  Araunah  was  threshing  wheat ;  and  wlien  he  saw  the 
king  and  all  his  servants  coming  to  him,  he  ran  before,  and 
came  to  him,  and  worshipped  him :  he  was  by  his  lineage  a 
JebusitOy  but  a  particular  friend  of  David  ;  and  for  that 
cause  it  was,  that  when  he  overthrew  the  city,  he  did  him 
no  harm,  as  we  informed  the  reader  a  little  before.  Now 
Araunah  inquired,  **  Wherefore  is  ray  lord  come  to  his  ser- 
vant?" He  answered,  **  To  buy  of  him  the  threshing-floor, 
that  he  might  therein  build  an  altar  to  God,  and  offer  a  sa- 
crifice." He  replied,  that  ''  he  freely  gave  him  both  the 
threshing-floor,  and  the  ploughs  and  the  oxen  for  a  burnt- 
offering ;  and  he  besought  God  graciously  to  accept  his  sa- 
crifice." But  the  king  made  answer,  that  he  took  his  gene- 
rosity and  magnanimity  kindly*  and  accepted  his  good-will, 
but  he  desired  him  to  take  tiie  price  of  them  all,  for  that  it 
was  not  just  to  offer  a  sacrifice  that  cost  nothing*  And 
when  Araunah  said,  he  would  do  as  he  pleased,  he  bought  the 
threshing-floor  of  him  for  fifty  shekels.  And  when  he  had 
built  an  altar,  he  perlbrnied  divine  service,  and  brought  a 
burnt-offering,  and  offered  peace-offerings  also.  With 
these  God  was  pacified,  and  became  gracious  to  them  again* 
Now  it  happened,  that  Abraham ^  came  and  offered  his  son 
Isaac  for  a  burnt-offering  at  that  very  place  ;  and  when  the 
youth  was  ready  to  have  his  throat  cut,  a  ram  appeared  on  a 
sudden,  standing  by  the  altar,  which  Abraham  sacrificed  in 
the  stead  of  his  son,  as  we  have  before  related.  Now  when 
king  David  saw  that  God  had  heard  his  prayer,  and  had 
graciously  accepted  of  his  sacrifices,  he  resolved  to  call  that 
entire  place  the  Altar  of  all  the  People,  and  to  build  a  temple 
to  God  there.  Which  words  lie  uttered  very  appositely  to 
what  was  to  be  done  afterward  ;  for  God  sent  the  prophet 
to  him^  and  told  him,  that  there  should  his  son  build 
him  an  altar,  that  son  who  was  to  take  the  kingdom  after 
him. 


i*  Wbai  JoftepUus  adds  here  is  very  reti[i&rkable»  itiat  tbii  mouttt  Moriah  was  06t 
otity  thfl  very  place  vt\mTt  Abraham  offered  up  Isaac  long  ago*  bui  tbat  God  bid 
foretold  to  bavid  by  a  prophel,  ibai  here  bis  soa  should  build  bim  a  tempb ; 
which  is  not  directly  Id  any  of  our  other  copies,  though  vbtt  agreeable  to  what  ii 
in  thtm,  particubrfy  in  1  Chron.  xxi.  26,  26  j  and  zsii.  1  ^'  to  which  places  I  n« 
for  the  r«flder. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

77iat  David  made  gre€if  preparai  torn  for  the  house  of  God; 
and  (hat  if  port  Adonijah^s  lU  tempt  to  gain  the  kingdom^  he 
(tppointed  Solomon  to  reign. 

§  1.  Aftkr  the  delivery  of  this  prophecy,  the  king  com- 
inanded  the  strangers  to  be  numbered,  and  they  were  found 
to  be  one  hundred  and  eighty  thousand:  of  these  he  ap- 
pointed fourscore  thousand  to  be  hewers  of  stone,  and  the 
restof  tlie  multitude  to  carry  the  stones,  and  of  them  he  set 
over  the  workmen  three  thousand  and  live  hundred.  He 
also  prepared  a  great  quantity  of  iron  and  brass  for  the 
work,  with  many  (and  those  exceeding  large)  cedar-trees, 
the  Tyrians  and  Sidonians  sending  thorn  to  him»  for  lie  had 
sent  to  them  for  a  supply  of  those  trees.  And  he  told  his 
friends,  that  these  things  were  now  prepared,  that  he  might 
leave  materials  ready  for  the  building  of  the  temple  to  his 
sua,  who  was  to  reign  after  him,  and  that  he  might  not  have 
tliem  to  seek  then,  when  he  was  very  young,  and*  by  reason 
of  his  age,  unskilful  in  such  matters,  but  might  have  them 
lying  by  him,  and  so  might  the  more  readily  complete  the 
work. 

2.  8o  David  called  his  son  Solomon,  and  charged  him, 
when  he  had  received  the  kingdom,  to  build  a  temple  to 
God  ;  and  said,  **  1  was  willing  to  build  God  a  temple  my- 
self, but  he  prohibited  me,  because  I  was  polluted  with 
blood  and  wars  ;  but  he  hath  foretold,  that  Solomon,  my 
youngest  son,  should  build  him  a  temple,  and  should  be 
called  by  that  name ;  over  whom  he  hath  promised  to  take 
the  like  care  as  a  father  takes  over  his  son ;  and  that  he 
would  make  the  country  of  the  Hebrews  happy  under  him, 
and  that  not  only  in  other  respects,  but  by  giving  it  peace, 
and  freedom  from  wars,  and  from  internal  seditions,  which 
are  the  greatest  of  all  blessings.  Since,  therefore,"  says  he> 
*' thou  wast  ordained  king  by  God  himself  before  thou  wast 
born,  endeavour  to  render  thyself  w^orthy  of  this  his  provi- 
dence, as  in  other  instances,  so  particularly  in  being  religious, 
and  righteous,  and  courageous.  Keep  thou  also  his  com- 
mands, and  his  laws,  which  he  hath  given  us  by  Moses,  and 
do  not  permit  others  to  break  them.  Be  zealous  also  to  de- 
dicate to  God  a  temple,  which  he  hath  chosen  to  be  built 
under  thy  reign ;  nor  be  thou  affrighted  by  the  vastness  of 
the  work,  nor  set  about  it  timorously,  for  I  will  make  all 
tilings  ready  before  I  die :  and  take  notice,  that  there  are 
already  ten  thousand  talents  of  gold,  and  a  hundred  thousand 
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talents  of  silver**,  collected  together*  I  have  also  kid  to- 
gether brass  and  iron  without  number,  and  an  immense 
quantity  of  timber,  and  of  stones.  Moreover,  thou  hast 
many  ten  thousand  stone-cutters,  and  carpenters ;  and  if 
thou  shalt  want  any  thing  further,  do  thou  add  somewhat  of 
thine  own.  Wherefore,  if  thou  performest  this  work,  ihou 
wilt  be  acceptable  to  God,  and  have  him  for  thy  patron/* 
David  also  further  exhorted  the  rulers  of  the  people  to  assist 
his  son  in  this  building,  and  to  attend  to  the  divine  service, 
when  they  should  be  free  from  all  their  misfortunes,  for  that 
they  by  this  means  should  enjoy  instead  of  I  hem  peace,  and 
a  happy  settlement,  with  which  blessings  God  rewards  such 
men  as  arc  religious  and  righteous.  He  also  gave  orders^ 
that  when  the  temple  should  he  once  built,  they  should  put 
the  ark  therein,  witli  the  holy  vessels  ;  and  he  assured  them, 
that  they  ought  to  have  had  a  temple  long  ago,  if  their 
fathers  had  nivt  been  negligent  of  God's  commands,  who 
had  given  it  in  charfje,  that  when  they  had  got  the  possession 
of  this  land  they  should  build  him  a  temple.  Thus  did 
David  discourse  to  the  governors,  and  to  his  son. 

S,  David  was  now  in  years,  and  his  body,  by  length  of 
time,  was  become  cold,  and  benumbed,  insomuch  that  he 
couUl  get  no  heat  by  covering  himself  with  many  clothes : 
and  when  the  physicians  came  together,  they  agreed  to  this 
advice,  that  a  beautiful  virgin,  chosen  out  of  the  whole 
country,  should  sleep  by  the  king's  side,  and  that  this  dam- 
sel should  communicate  heat  to  him,  and  be  a  remedy  against 
his  numbness.  Now  there  was  found  in  the  city  one  woman, 
of  a  superior  beauty  to  all  other  women  (her  name  was  Abi- 
shag),  who,  sleeping  with  the  king,  did  no  more  than  com- 
municate warmth  to  him,  for  he  was  so  old  that  he  could  not 
know  her  as  a  hui^band  knows  his  wife.  But  of  this  woman 
we  shall  speak  more  presently. 

4.  Now  the  fourth  son  of  David  was  a  beautiful  young 
man,  and  tall,  born  to  him  of  Haggith  his  wife.  He  was 
named  Adonijah,  and  was  in  his  disposition  like  to  Absalom; 
and  exalted  himself  as  hoping  to  be  king,  and  told  hi& 
friends  that  he  ought  to  take  the  government  upon  bini» 
He  also  provided  many  chariots,  and  horses,  and  fifty  men 
to  run  before  him.  When  his  father  saw  this,  he  did  not 
reprove  him,  nor  restrain  him  from  his  purpose,  nor  did  he 
go  so  far  as  to  ask  wherefore  he  did  so.  Now  Adonijah  had 
for  his  assistants  Joab^  the  captain  of  the  army,  and  Abiachar 
the  high-priest,  and  the  only  persons  that  opposed  him  were 
Zadok  the  high-priest,  and  the  prophet  Nathan,  and  Be- 


« 


4  Of  the  quantity  of  gold  and  silver  expended  in  ihe  building  of  Solomon*!  tem- 
ple, aod  whence  it  arofte.  »ee  the  descripUon  of  the  temple,  chap,  xiii. 
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naiah,  who  was  captain  of  the  guards,  and  Shimei,  David's 
friend,  with  all  the  other  most  mighty  men.  Now  Adoiiijah 
had  prepared  a  supper  out  of  the  city,  near  the  fountain 
that  was  in  the  kings  paradise,  and  had  invited  all  his 
brethren  except  Solomon,  and  had  taken  with  him  Joah,  the 
captain  of  the  army,  and  Abiathar,  and  the  rulers  of  the 
tribe  of  Judah,  hut  had  not  invited  to  this  feast  either 
Zadok  the  high-priest,  or  Nathan  the  prophet,  or  Benatah» 
the  captain  of  the  guards,  or  any  of  those  of  the  contrary 
party.  This  matter  was  told  by  Nathan  the  prophet  to 
Bathsheba,  Solomon  s  mother,  that  Adonijah  was  king,  and 
that  David  knew  nothing  of  it ;  and  he  advised  her  to  save 
herself,  and  her  son  Solomon,  and  to  go  by  herself  to  David, 
and  say  to  him,  that  *'  he  had  indeed  sworn  that  Solomon 
should  reign  after  him,  hut  that  in  the  mean  time,  Adonijah 
had  already  taken  the  kingdom,"  He  said,  that  he,  the 
prophet  himself,  would  come  after  her,  and  when  she  had 
spoken  thus  to  the  king,  would  confirm  what  she  had  said* 
Accordingly  Bathslieba  agreed  with  Nathan,  and  went  in  to 
the  kingj  and  worshipped  him,  and  when  she  had  desired 
leave  to  s})eak  with  him,  she  told  him  all  things  in  the  man- 
ner that  Nathan  had  suggested  to  her ;  and  related  what  a 
supper  Adonijah  had  made,  and  who  they  were  whom  he 
had  invited,  Abiathar  the  high -priest,  and  Joab  the  general, 
and  David's  sons,  excepting  Solomon  and  his  intimate 
friends.  She  also  said,  that  *'all  the  people  had  their  eyea 
upon  him,  to  know  whom  he  would  choose  for  their  king.** 
She  desired  hitn  also  to  consider,  how  after  his  departure, 
Adonijali,  if  he  were  king,  would  slay  her,  and  her  eon 
Solomon. 

5.  Now,  as  Bathsheba  was  speaking,  the  keeper  of  the 
king  s  chambers  told  him,  that  Nathan  desired  to  see  him. 
And  when  the  king  had  commnnded  that  he  should  be 
admitted,  he  came  in,  and  asked  him,  whether  he  had 
ordained  Adonijah  to  be  king,  and  delivered  the  government 
to  him,  or  not ;  for  that  he  had  made  a  splendid  supper,  and 
invited  all  his  sons,  except  Solomon;  as  also  that  he  had 
invited  Joab,  the  captain  of  his  host  [and  Abiathar  the  high- 
priest],  who  are  feasting  with  applauses,  and  many  joyful 
sounds  of  instruments,  and  wish  that  his  kingdom  may  last 
for  ever;  but  be  hath  not  invited  me,  nor  Zadok  the  high- 
priest,  nor  Benaiah  the  captain  of  the  guards  ;  and  it  is  but 
fit  that  all  should  know  whether  this  be  done  by  thy  appro- 
bation or  not.  When  Nathan  had  said  thus,  the  king  com- 
manded that  they  should  call  Bathsheba  to  him,  for  she  had 
gone  out  of  the  room  when  the  prophet  came.  And  when 
Bathsheba  was  come,  David  said,  **I  swear  by  Almighty 
God,  that  thy  son  Solomon   shall  certainly  be  king,  as  I 
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f formerly  swore,  and  that  lie  shall  sit  upon  my  throne,  and 
that  this  very  day  also/*     So  Bathsheba  worshipped  bim» 

ind  wished  him  a  long  life :  and  tlie  kin'jj  sent  for  Zadok 
Nile  high-priest,  and  Benaiah  the  captain  of  the  guards  ;  and 
prhen  they  %vere  come,  he  ordered  them  to  take  with  them 

Nathan  the  prophet,  and  all  the  armed  men  about  the  pa1iice» 
[and  to  set  his  son  Solomon  iipoii  the  king's  mule,  and  to 
fcarry  him  out  of  the  city  to  the  fountain  called  Gihon,  and 
loint  him  there  wilh  the  holy  oil,  and  to  make  him  king, 
is  he  charged  Zadok  the  high-priest,  and  Nathan  the  pro- 
phet, to  do ;  and  commanded  them  to  follow  Solomon  through 
the  midst  of  the  city,  and  to  sound  the  trumpets,  and  wish 
aloud,  that  *' Solomon  the  king  may  sit  upon  the  royal 
throne  for  ever,'*  that  so  all  the  people  may  know  ttiat  he  is 
ordained  king  by  his  father.  He  also  gave  Solomon  a  charge 
concerning  his  government,  to  rule  the  ^vhole  nation  of  the 
Hebrews,  and  particularly  the  tribe  of  Judah,  religiously 
and  righteously.  And  when  Benaiah  had  prayed  to  God  to 
be  favourable  to  Solomon,  without  any  delay,  they^  set 
Solomon  upon  the  mule,  and  brought  him  out  of  the  city  to 
the  fountain,  and  anointed  him  with  oil,  and  brought  him 
into  the  city  again,  with  acclamations  and  wishes  that  his 
kingdom  might  continue  a  long  time :  and  when  they  had 
introduced  him  into  the  king's  house  they  set  him  upon  the 
throne.  W hereupon  all  the  people  betook  themselves  to 
make  merry,  and  to  celebrate  a  festival,  dancing  and  delight- 
ing themselves  with  musical  pipes,  till  both  the  earth  and 
the  air  echoed  with  the  multitude  of  the  instruments  of 
music. 

6,  Now  wlien  Adotiijali  and  bis  guests  perceived  this 
noise,  they  were  in  disorder;  and  Joab  the  captain  of  the 
host  said,  **  he  was  not  pleased  with  these  echoes,  and  the 
sound  of  these  trumpets."  And  when  supper  was  set  befonc 
them,  nobody  tasted  of  it,  but  they  were  all  very  thoughtful 
what  would  be  the  matter.  Then  Jonathan,  the  son  of 
Abiatliar  the  high -priest,  came  nmning  to  them ;  and  when 
Adonijah  saw  the  young  man  gladly,  and  said  to  him  that 
he  was  a  good  messenger,  he  declared  to  them  the  whole 
matter  about  Solomon,  and  the  determination  of  king  David: 
hereupon  both  Adonijah  and  all  his  guests  rose  hastily  from 
the  feast,  and  every  one  fled  to  their  own  homes*  Adonijah 
also,  as  afraid  of  the  king  for  what  he  had  done,  became  a 
supplicant  to  God,  and  took  hold  of  the  horns  of  the  altar, 
which  were  prominent.  It  was  also  told  Solomon  that  be 
had  so  done;  and  that  he  desired  to  receive  assurances  from 
him*  that  he  would  not  remember  the  injury  he  had  dcme, 
and  not  inflict  any  severe  punishment  for  it,  Solomon 
answered    very   mildly   and    prudently,    that   "he   forgave 
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liim' this  his  offence;**  but  said  withal,  **  that  if  he  were 
foand^out  in  any  attempt  for  new  innovations,  that  he  wouKl 
be  the  author  of  his  own  punishment/'  iSo  he  sent  to  him, 
and  raised  him  up  from  the  place  of  his  supplication. 
And  wheu  he  was  come  to  the  king,  and  had  worshipped 
him,  the  king  bid  him  go  away  to  his  own  house,  and 
have  no  suspicion  of  any  harm ;  and  desired  him  to  show 
himself  a  worthy  man,  as  what  Mould  tend  to  his  own 
advantage. 

7,  But  David  being  desirous  of  ordaining  his  son  king  of 
all  tlie  people,  called  together  their  rulers  to  Jerusalem* 
with  the  priests  and  the  Levites:  and  having  first  numbered 
tlie  Levites,  he  found  them  to  be  thirty-eight  thousand,  from 
thirty  years  old  to  fifty;  out  of  which  he  appointed  twenty- 
three  thousand  to  take  care  of  the  building  of  the  temple, 
and  out  of  the  same  six  thousand  to  be  judges  of  the  people, 
and  scribes;  four  thousand  for  porters  to  the  house  of  God, 
and  as  many  for  singers,  to  sing  to  the  instruments  which 
David  had  prepared,  as  we  have  said  already.  He  divided 
them  also  into  courses:  and  when  he  had  separated  the 
priests  from  them,  he  found  of  these  priest  a  twenty -four 
courses,  sixteen  of  the  house  of  Eleazar,  and  eight  of  that 
of  Ithamar ;  and  he  ortlaioed  that  one  course  should  minister 
to  God  eight  days,  from  sabbath  to  sabbath.  Ami  thus 
were  the  courses  distributed  by  Int,  in  the  presence  of  David, 
and  Zadok  ai»d  Abiathar  the  high-priests,  and  of  all  the 
rulers  :  and  that  course  which  came  up  first  was  written 
down  as  the  tirst,  and  accordingly  the  seconth  ami  so  on  to 
the  twenty-fourth;  and  this  partition  hnth  remained  to  this 
day.  He  also  made  twenty-four  parts  of  the  tribe  of  Levi; 
and  when  they  cast  lots,  they  came  up  in  the  same  manner 
for  their  courses  of  eight  days.  He  also  honoured  the 
posterity  of  Moses,  and  made  them  the  keepers  of  the 
treasures  of  God,  and  of  the  donations  which  the  kingi 
dedicated.  He  also  ordained,  that  all  the  tribe  of  Levi,  as 
well  as  the  priests,  should  serve  God  night  and  day,  as  Moses 
had  enjoined  them. 

8.  After  this  he  parted  the  entire  army  into  twelve  parts, 
with  their  leaders  [and  captains  of  hundreds],  and  com- 
mamders.  Now  every  part  had  twenty-four  thousand,  which 
were  ordered  to  wait  on  Solomon,  by  thirty  days  at  a  time, 
from  the  first  day  till  the  last,  with  the  captains  of  thousands, 
and  captains  of  hundreds.  He  also  set  rulers  over  every 
part,  such  as  he  knew  to  be  good  and  righteous  men.  He 
set  others  also  to  take  charge  of  the  treasures,  and  of  the 
villages,  and  of  the  fields,  and  of  the  beasts,  whose  names  I 
do  not  think  it  necessary  to  mention.  When  David  had 
ordered  all  these  offices  after  the  manner  before-mentionedi 
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he  called  the  rulera  of  the  Hebrews,  and  their  heads  of  tribes, 

'  and  the  officers  over  the  several  divisions,  and  those  that 

I  were  appointed  over  every  work,  and  every  possession ;  and 

I  standing  upon  a  high  pulpit  he  said  to  the  multitude  as 

follows;  ** My  brethren,  and  my  people,  I  would  have  you 

I  know,  that  I  intended  to  build  a  house  fur  God»  and  pre- 

I  pared  a  large  quantity  of  gold,  and  a  hundred  thousand 

I  talents  of  silver,  bat  God  prohibited  me  by  the  prophet 

I  Nathan,  because  of  the  wars  I  had  on  your  account,  and 

because  my  right  hand  was  polluted  with  the  slaughter  of 

our  enemies;  but  he  commanded  that  my  son,  who  was  to 

succeed  me  in  the  kingdom,  should  build  a  temple  for  him. 

Now  therefore,  since  you  know  that   of  the  twelve  sons 

whom  Jacob  our  forefather  had,  Judah  was  appointed  to  be 

king,  and  that  I  was  preferred  before  my  six  brethren,  and 

received  the  government  from  God,  and  that  none  of  them 

I  were  uneasy  at  it,  so  do  I  also  desire  that  my  sons  be  not 

seditious  one  against  another,  now  Solomon  has  received 

I  the  kingdom,  but  to  bear  him  cheerfully  for  their  lord,  as 

I  knowing  that  God  hath  cK^sen  him:  for  it  is  not  a  grievous 

thing  to  obey  even  a  foreigner  as  a  ruler,  if  it  be  God's  will, 

but  it  is  fit  to  rejoice  when  a  brother  hath  obtained  that 

dignity,  since  the  rest  partake  of  it  with  him.     And  I  pray 

that  the  promises  of  God  may  be  fultilh?d  ;  and  that  this 

'  happiness  which  he  hath  promised  to  bestow  upon  kinj 

1  Solomon,  over  all  the  country,  may  continue  therein  for 

I  time  to  come.     And  these  promises,  O  son,  will  be  firm,  and 

'  come   to  a   happy  end,   if  thou  showest  thyself  to  be  a 

religious  and  a  righteous  man,  and  an  observer  of  the  laws 

[  of  thy  country ;  but  if  not,  expect  adversity  upon  thy  dis- 

[  obedience  to  them/* 

I       9.  Now  when  the  king  had  said  this,  he  left  oflf,  but  gave 

'  the  description  and  pattern  of  the  building  of  the  temple  in 

^  the  sight  of  them  all,  to  Solomon  j  of  the  foundations  and  of 

f  the  chambers,  inferior  and  superior,  how  many  they  were  to 

[  be,  and  how  large  in  height  and  in  breadth ;   as  also  he 

determined  the  weight  of  the  golden  and  silver  vessels  ;  more- 

f  over,  he  earnestly  excited  tliera  with  his  words,  to  use  the 

utmost  alacrity  about  the  work :    he  exhorted  the  rulers 

I  also,  and  particularly  the  tribe  of  Levi,  to  assist  him,  both 

because  of  his  youth,  and  because  God   had   chosen  him 

to  take  care  of  the  building  of  the  temple*  and  of  the 

'  government  of  the  kingdom.     He  also  declared   to  them 

that  the  work  would  be  easy,  and   not  very  laborious  to 

them,  because  he  had  prepared  for  it  many  talents  of  gold, 

and  more  of  silver,  with  timber,  and  a  great  many  carpenters 

and  stone-cutters,  and  a  large  ouantity  of  emeralds,  and  all 

sorts  of  precious  stones :   and  ne  said,  that  even  now  he 
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would  give  of  the  proper  goods  of  bis  own  dominion  two 
hundred  talents,  and  three  hundred  other  talents  of  pure 
gold,  for  the  most  holy  place,  and  for  the  chariot  of  God, 
the  cherubim,  which  are  to  stand  over  and  cover  the  ark. 
Now,  when  David  had  done  speaking,  there  appeared 
great  alacrity  among  the  rulers,  and  the  priests,  and  the 
Levites,  who  now  contributed  and  made  great  and  splendid 
promises  for  a  future  contribution  ;  for  they  undertook  to 
bring  of  gold  five  thousand  talents,  and  ten  thousand 
drams*  and  of  silver,  ten  thoustind  talents,  and  many  ten 
thousand  talents  of  iron:  and  if  any  one  had  a  precious  stone 
he  brought  it,  and  bequeathed  it  to  be  put  among  the 
treasures  :  of  which  Jachiel,  one  of  the  posterity  of  Moses, 
had  the  care* 

10.  Upon  this  occasion  all  the  people  rejoiced,  as  in  par- 
ticular did  David,  when  he  saw  the  zeal  and  forward  am- 
bition of  the  rulers,  and  the  priests,  and  of  all  the  rest;  and 
he  began  to  bless  God  with  a  laud  voice,  calling  him  **  the 
Father  and  Parent  of  the  universe,  and  the  Author  of 
human  and  divine  things,  with  which  he  had  adorned  So- 
lomon, the  patron  and  guardian  of  the  Hebrew  nation,  and 
of  its  happiness,  and  of  that  kingdom  which  he  hath  given 
his  son.  Besides  this,  he  prayed  for  happiness  to  all  the 
people  ;  and  to  Solomon  his  son,  a  sound  and  a  righteous 
mind,  and  confirmed  in  all  sorts  of  virtue  ;'*  and  then  he 
commanded  the  multitude  to  bless  God.  Upon  w^hich  they 
all  fell  down  upon  the  ground,  and  worshipped  him.  They 
also  gave  thanks  to  David,  on  account  of  all  the  blessings 
vrhtch  they  had  received  ever  since  he  had  taken  the  king- 
dom. On  the  next  day  he  presented  sacrifices  to  God,  a 
thousand  bullocks,  and  as  many  lambs,  which  they  offered 
for  burnt-offerings.  They  al?o  oflfered  peace-offerings  ;  and 
slew  many  ten  thousand  sacrifices;  and  the  king  feasted  all 
day,  together  with  all  the  people;  and  they  anointed  Solo- 
mon a  second  time  with  the  oil,  and  appointed  him  to  be 
king,  and  Zadok  to  be  the  high -priest  of  the  whole  multi- 
tude. And  when  they  had  brought  Solomon  to  the  royal 
palace,  and  had  set  him  upon  his  father  s  throne,  they  were 
obedient  to  him  from  that  day* 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

W/tai  charge  Dacld  gate  to  his  son  Solomon^  at  the  ap^ 
p roach  of  his  death ;  and  how  many  things  he  left  him 
for  the  bmlding  of  the  tefuple, 

§  1.  A  LITTLE  afterward  David  also  felt  into  a  distemper, 
by  reason  of  his  age  ;  and  perceiving  that  he  was  near  to 
death,  he  called  his  son  Solomon,  and  discoursed  to  him 
thus  :  **  I  am  now^  O  my  son,  going  to  my  grave,  and  to  my 
fathers,  which  is  the  common  way  which  all  men  that  now 
are,  or  shall  be  hereafter,  must  go ;  from  which  w*ay  it  is  no 
longer  possible  to  return,  and  to  know  any  thing  that  is 
done  in  this  world.  On  which  account  I  exhort  thee,  while 
I  am  still  alive,  though  already  very  near  to  death,  in  the 
same  manner  as  I  have  formerly  said  in  my  advice  to  thee, 
to  be  righteous  towards  thy  subjects,  and  religious  towards 
God,  that  hath  given  thee  thy  kingdom :  to  observe  his 
commandsj  and  his  laws,  which  he  liath  sent  us  by  Moses  ; 
and  neither  do  thou  out  of  favour  nor  flattery,  allow  any 
hist  or  other  passion  to  weigh  with  thee,  to  disregard  them; 
for  if  thou  transgressest  his  laws,  thou  wilt  lose  the  favour 
of  God,  and  thou  wilt  turn  away  his  providence  from  thee 
in  all  things  ;  but  if  thou  behave  thyself  so  as  it  behoves 
thee,  and  I  exhort  thee,  thou  wilt  preserve  our  kingdom  to 
our  family,  and  no  other  house  will  hear  rule  over  the 
Hebrew^s,  but  we  ourselves,  for  all  ages.  Be  thou  also 
mindful  of  the  transgressions  of  Joab*^,  the  captain  of  the 
host,  who  hath  slain  two  generals  out  of  envy,  and  those 
righteous  and  good  men,  Abner  the  son  of  Ner,  and  Amasa 

f  Dtvid  ift  hcr«  greatly  bltmed  by  tome  for  recommendrng  Jotb  and  J^Himei  lo 
\m  punished  by  Solomon,  if  be  coulirl  find  a  proper  occasion,  afler  \\>-  '  *  na 
with  ihe  tirit  a  long  wkiilc,  and  seemed  to  hiive  pardoned  the  other  ci.  Ii 

Solomiin  eitecutpd  accordingly  :  yet  1  caxinot  dificcxn  Bny  fault  eilhti  ..i  i -jl.i..  ur 
Solomon  in  thej^e  cases,  Joab'a  murder  of  AhnLT  and  Amasa  wert  very  LitrbarQus, 
Bod  coufd  not  propeily  be  forgiven  either  by  David  or  Solomon  ;  for  a  dtf-peuMog 
power  in  kings  for  the  crime  of  wilful  murder  is  warranted  by  no  law  of  God,  oaf» 
IB  directly  against  it  every  where  \  nor  is  it,  for  certain^  in  tl>e  power  of  men  to 
rrant  «ucn  a  prerogative  to  any  of  tlieir  kings.  Though  Joab  was  so  nearly  re- 
laleil  to  David,  and  so  potent  in  the  army  undt^r  a  warlike  adfuioistration,  that 
David  dursi  not  litmtclf  put  him  to  death,  2  Sam.  tii.  39  ;  and  xix,  7*  Sbtmei's 
cursing  the  Lord's  anotDted,  and  \\\\^  without  any  just  caui^.  was  the  highest  act 
of  treason  again&t  God.  and  his  anointc-<l  king,  and  justly  deserved  death:  and 
though  David  could  forgive  treason  against  liim&elf,  yet  had  be  done  do  xitUT^  in 
the  ca»c  of  Shimci  than  promised  hiin,  that  be  would  not  i6rf»«  on  the  day  of  (tie 
return  and  re- inauguration,  or  upon  that  occasion,  himself  put  him  to  deatht  2 
Sam.  xix.  2'2  ;  and  he^wore  to  him  do  further,  v.  23,  as  the  words  are  in  Josephtis 
than  that  he  would  not  then  put  him  to  death,  which  he  performed  ;  nor  was 
Solomon  under  any  obligation  to  spare  such  a  traitor. 
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the  son  of  Jether,  whose  death  do  thou  avenge  as  shall 
seem  good  to  thee,  since  Joab  hath  been  too  hard  for  me, 
and  more  potent  than  myself*  and  so  hath  escaped  punish- 
ment hitherto,  I  also  commit  to  thee  the  son  of  Barzillai 
the  Gileadite,  whom,  in  order  to  gratify  me,  thou  shalt  have 
in  great  honour,  and  take  great  care  of;  for  we  liave  not 
done  good  to  him  first,  but  we  only  repay  that  debt  which 
we  owe  to  his  father,  for  what  he  did  to  nie  in  my  flight. 
There  is  also  Shimei,  the  son  of  Gera,  of  the  tribe  of  Ben- 
jamin, who,  after  he  had  cast  many  reproaches  upon  me, 
when,  in  my  flight,  I  was  going  to  JVIahanaim,  met  me  at 
Jordan,  and  received  assurances  that  he  should  then  suffer 
nothing.  Do  thou  now  seek  out  for  some  just  occasion^ 
and  punish  him/' 

2,  When  David  had  given  these  admonitions  to  his  son 
about  pubHc  affairs,  and  about  his  friends,  and  about  those 
whom  ne  knew  to  deserve  punishment,  he  died,  having  lived 
seventy  years,  and  reigned  seven  years  and  six  mouths  in 
Hebron,  over  the  tribe  of  Judah,  and  thirty-three  years  in 
Jerusalem,  over  all  the  country.  This  man  was  of  an  ex- 
cellent character,  and  was  endowed  with  all  virtues  that 
were  desirable  in  a  king,  and  in  one  that  had  the  preserva- 
tion  of  so  many  tribes  committed  to  him;  for  he  was  a  man 
of  valour  in  a  very  extraordinary  degree,  and  went  readily 
and  first  of  all  into  dangers,  when  lie  was  to  fight  for  his 
subjects,  as  exciting  the  soldiers  to  action  by  his  own 
labours,  and  fighting  for  them,  and  not  by  commanding 
them  in  a  despotic  way.  He  was  also  of  very  great  abilities 
in  understanding,  and  apprehension  of  present  and  future 
circumstances,  when  he  was  to  manage  any  affairs.  He 
was  prudent  and  moderate,  and  kind  to  such  as  were  under 
any  calamities  :  he  was  righteous  and  humane;  which  are 
good  qualities  peculiarly  fit  for  kings :  nor  was  he  guilty  of 
any  offence  in  the  exercise  of  so  great  an  authority,  but  in 
the  business  of  the  wife  of  Uriah,  He  also  left  behind  him 
greater  wealth  than  any  other  king  either  of  the  Hebrews, 
or  of  other  nations,  ever  did, 

3.  He  was  buried  by  his  son  Solomon,  in  Jerusalem,  w^ith 
great  magnificence,  and  with  all  the  other  funeral  pomp 
which  kings  used  to  be  buried  with ;  moreover,  he  had 
great  and  immense  wealth  buried  with  him,  the  vastncss  of 
which  may  be  easily  conjectured  at  by  what  I  shall  now  say; 
for  a  thousand  and  three  hundred  years  afterward  Hyr- 
canus  the  high-yjriest,  when  he  was  besieged  by  Antiochus, 
that  was  called  the  Piuiis,  the  sou  of  Demetrius,  and  was 
desirous  of  giving  him  money  to  get  him  to  raise  the  siege, 
and  draw  off  his  army ;  and  having  no  other  method  of 
compassing  the  money,  opened  one   room  of  David*s   se- 
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pulchre^  and  took  out  three  thousand  talents,  and  gave 
part  of  that  sum  to  Antiochus,  and  by  this  means  caused 
the  siege  to  be  raised,  as  we  have  informed  the  reader  else- 
where. Nay,  after  him,  and  that  many  years,  Herod  the 
king  opened  another  room,  and  took  away  a  great  deal  of 
money,  and  yet  neither  of  them  came  at  the  coffins  of  the 
kings  themselves,  for  their  bodies  were  buried  under  the 
earth  so  artfully,  that  they  did  not  appear  to  even  those 
that  entered  into  their  monuments.  But  so  much  shall 
suffice  us  to  have  said  concerning  these  matters. 


BOOK  VIII. 

CONTAINING  THE  INTERVAL  OF  ONE  HUNDRED  AND 
SIXTY-THREE  YEARS. 

FROM  'JHE  DEATH  OF  DAVID  TO  THE  DEATH  OF  AHAB. 


CHAPTER  L 


^ 


How  Solomon^  when  he  had  receited  the  kingdom^  iook  off 
his  enemies* 

5  1,  We  have  already  treated  of  David  and  his  virtue,  and 
of  the  benefits  he  was  the  author  of  to  his  countrymen:  of 
his  wars  also,  and  battles,  which  he  managed  with  success, 
and  then  died  an  old  man,  in  the  foregoing  hook.  And 
when  Solomon  his  son,  %vho  was  but  a  youth  in  age,  had 
taken  the  kingdom,  and  whom  David  had  declared,  while  he 
was  alive,  the  lord  of  that  people,  according  to  God's  ivill; 
when  he  sat  upon  the  throne,  the  whole  body  of  the  people 
made  joyful  acclamations  to  him,  as  is  usual  at  the  beginning 
of  a  reign;  and  wished  that  all  bis  affairs  might  come  to  a 
blessed  conclusion  ;  and  that  he  might  arrive  at  a  great  age, 
and  at  the  most  happy  state  of  affairs  possible, 

2.  But  Adonijah;  who,  while  his  father  was  living,  at- 
tempted  to  gain  possession  of  the  government,  came  to  the 
king  s  mother  Buthsheba,  and  saluted  her  with  great  civility; 
and  when  she  asked  him,  whether  he  came  to  her  as  desiring 
her  assistance  in  any  thing  or  not ;  and  bade  him  tell  her  if 
that  were  the  case,  for  that  she  would  cheerfully  afford  it 
him ;  he  began  to  say,  that  she  knew  herself  that  the  king- 
dom was  his,  both  on  account  of  his  elder  age,  and  of  the 
disposition  of  the  multitude ;  and  that  yet  it  was  transferred 
to  Solomon  her  son,  according  to  the  will  of  God.  lie  also 
said  that  he  was  contented  to  be  a  servant  under  him,  and 
was  pleased  with  the  present  settlement :  hut  he  desired  her 
to  be  a  means  of  obtaining  a  favour  from  his  brother  to  him, 
and  to  persuade  him  to  bestow  on  him  in  marriage  Abishag, 
who  had  indeed  slept  hy  his  father,  but,  because  his  father 
was  too  old,  he  did  not  Vie  with  her,  and  she  was  wtill  a  vir- 
gin*     So  Bathshcba  promised  him  to  afford  him  her  assist- 
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ance  very  earnestly,  and  to  bring  this  marriage  about,  be- 
cause the  king  would  be  wiUing  to  gratify  him  in  such  a 
thing,  and  because  she  would  press  it  to  him  very  earnestly. 
Accordingly  he  went  away,  in  hopes  of  succeeding  in  this 
match.  So  Solomon*^  mother  went  presently  to  her  son,  to 
speak  to  him  about  what  she  had  promised,  upon  Adonijah*s 
supplication  to  her.  And  when  her  son  came  forward  to 
meet  her,  and  embraced  her,  and  when  he  had  brought  her 
into  the  house  where  Ids  royal  throne  was  set,  he  sat  there- 
on, and  bid  them  set  another  throne  on  the  right  hand  for 
his  mother.  When  Bathsheba  was  sat  down,  she  said,  '*  O 
my  son,  grant  me  one  request  that  I  make  of  thee,  and  do 
not  any  thing  to  me  that  is  disagreeable  or  ungrateful,  which 
thou  wilt  do  if  thou  deniest  me/*  And  when  Solomon  bid 
her  to  lay  lier  commands  upon  him,  because  it  was  agree- 
able to  his  duty  to  grant  her  every  thing  she  should  ask, 
and  complained  that  she  did  not  begin  her  discourse  with  a 
firm  expectation  of  obtaining  what  she  desired,  but  had 
some  suspicion  of  a  denial,  she  entreated  him  to  grant,  that 
his  brother  Adonijah  might  marry  Abishag. 

3.  But  the  king  was  greatly  offended  at  these  wards,  and 
sent  away  his  mother,  and  said  that  Adonijah  aimed  at  great 
things ;  and  that  he  wondered  that  she  did  not  desire  him 
to  yield  up  the  kingdom  to  him,  as  to  his  elder  brother, 
since  she  desired  that  he  mi^ht  marry  Abishag ;  and  that 
he  had  potent  friends,  Joab  the  captain  the  host,  and  Abia- 
thar  the  priest.  So  he  called  for  Benaiah,  the  captain  of 
the  guards,  and  ordered  him  to  slay  his  brother  Adonijah ; 
he  also  called  for  Abiathar,  the  priest,  and  said  to  him,  **I 
will  not  put  thee  to  death,  because  of  those  other  hardships 
which  thou  hast  endured  with  my  father,  and  because  of  the 
ark  wiiich  thou  hast  borne  along  with  him;  but  I  inflict  this 
following  pyniiihment  upon  thee,  because  tliou  wast  among 
Adonijali's  followers,  and  wast  of  his  party.  Do  not  thou 
continue  here,  nor  come  any  more  into  my  sight,  but  go  to 
thine  own  town,  and  live  on  thy  own  fields,  and  there  abide 
all  thy  life ;  for  thou  hast  oftended  so  greatly,  that  it  is  not 
just  that  thou  shouldest  retain  thy  dignity  any  longer/*  For 
the  foremenlioned  cause,  therefore,  it  M*as  that  the  liou^e  of 
Ithamar  was  deprived  of  the  sacerdotal  dignity,  as  God  had 
foretold  to  Eli  the  grandfather  of  Abiathar.  So  it  was 
transferred  to  the  family  of  Phineas,  to  Zadok.  Novr 
those  that  were  of  the  family  of  Phineas,  but  lived  privately 
during  the  time  that  the  high-priesthood  was  transferred  to 
the  house  of  Ithamar  (of  which  Aimily  Eli  was  the  first  that 
received  it)  were  these  that  follow:  Bukki,  the  son  of 
Abishua  the  high-priest ;  his  son  was  Joatham  ;  Joatham*s 
son  was  Meraioth  ;  Meraioth*8  son  was  Arophaeus  j  Aro-- 
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phflpus's  son  was  Ahitub;  and  AhituVs  son  was   Zadok, 
who  was  first  made  high-priest  in  the  reign  of  Duvid, 

4*  Now  when  Joah  the  captain  of  the  host  heard  of  the 
slaughter  of  Adonijah,  he  was  greatly  afraid,  for  he  was  a 
greater  friend  to  him  than  to  Solomon  i  and  suspecting,  not 
without  reason,  that  he  was  in  danger,  on  account  of  his  fa- 
vour to  Adonijah,  he  fled  to  the  altar,  and  supposed  he 
might  procure  safety  therehy  to  himself,  hecause  of  the 
king*s  piety  towards  God.  But  when  some  told  the  king 
what  Joab's  supposal  was,  he  sent  Benaiah,  and  commanded 
him  to  raise  him  up  from  the  altar,  and  bring  to  the  judg- 
ment-seat, in  order  to  make  his  defence.  However,  Joab 
said  he  would  not  leave  the  altar,  but  would  die  there  rather 
than  in  another  place.  And  when  Benaiah  had  reported 
his  answer  to  the  king,  Solomon  commanded  him  to  cut  off 
his  head  there*,  and  let  him  take  that  as  a  ponishment  fur 
those  two  captains  of  the  host  whom  he  luid  wickedly  slain, 
and  to  bury  his  body,  that  his  sins  might  never  leave  his 
family,  but  that  himself  and  his  father,  by  Joah*s  death, 
might  he  guiltless.  And  when  Benaioh  had  done  what  he 
was  commanded  to  do,  he  was  himself  appointed  to  be  cap- 
tain of  the  whole  army.  The  king  also  nuide  Zadok  to  be 
alone  the  high-priest,  in  the  room  of  Abiathar,  whom  be  had 
removed, 

.5.  But  as  to  Shimei,  Solomon  conunanded  that  be  sliould 
buiJd  him  n  house,  and  stay  at  Jerusalem,  and  attend  upon  him, 
and  should  not  have  authority  to  go  over  the  brook  Cedron; 
and  that  if  he  disobeyed  that  command,  death  should  be  his 
punishment.  He  also  threatened  him  so  terribly,  that  he 
compelled  him  to  take  an  oath  that  he  would  obey.  Ac- 
cordingly Shimeisai<i  that  he  had  reason  to  thank  Solomon  for 
giving  him  such  an  injunction  ;  and  added  an  oath  that  he 
would  do  as  he  bade  him;  and  leaving  his  own  country,  he 
made  his  abode  in  Jerusalem.  But  three  years  afterwards, 
when  he  heard  that  two  of  his  servants  were  run  away  from 
him,  and  were  in  Gath^  he  went  for  his  servants  in  haste; 
and  when  he  was  come  back  with  them,  the  king  perceived 
it,  and  was  much  displeased  that  he  had  contemned  his 
commands,  and,  what  was  more,  had  no  regard  to  the  oatlis 
he  had  sworn  to  God ;  so  he  called  him,  and  said  to  liim, 
**  Did8t  not  tliou  swear  never  to  leave  me,  nor  to  go  out  of 
this  city  to  another  ?  Thou  sbalt  not  therefore  escape 
punijiihment  for  thy  perjury:  but  I  will  punish  thee,  thou 


*  Thi*  eieciition  upon  Joab,  as  a  murHcrer,  by  slaying  him,  even  when  he  had 
taken  ftanrtudry  nt  God's  altar,  is  perfectly  agreeable  to  the  law  of  Moses»  which 
CDJotns,  that*  "  If  a  man  come  pre«uTnptuou&ly  upon  hit:  net$:Hbour  to  «1ay  blm 
with  guile»  ihou  shuU  take  hirn  from  mine  altar,  that  he  die/*     Exod.  iwi.  14, 
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wicked  wretch,  both  for  this  crime  and  for  those  wherewith 
thou  didst  abuse  my  iatlier  when  he  was  in  his  flight,  that 
tliou  mayest  know  that  wicked  men  gain  nothing  at  last 
although  they  be  not  punished  immediately  upon  their  un- 
just practices ;  but  that  in  all  the  time  wherein  they  think 
themselves  secure,  because  they  have  yet  suffered  nothings 
their  punishment  increases,  and  is  heavier  upon  them,  and 
that  to  a  greater  degree  than  if  they  had  been  punished  im- 
mediately upon  the  commission  of  their  crimes***  So  Be- 
naiah,  on  the  king's  command^  slew  Shimei. 


CHAPTER  IL 

Concerning  the  wife  of  Solomon ;  concerning  his  wisdom  and 
riches ;  and  concerning  ivhat  he  obtained  of  Hirain  for 
the  btnlding  of  the  temple. 

\  L  Solomon  having  already  settled  himself  firmly  in  hit 
kingdom,  and  having  brought  his  enemies  to  punishment*  He 
married  the  daughter  of  Pharaoh,  king  of  Egypt,  and  buiJt 
the  walls  of  Jerusalem  much  larger  and  stronger  than  thoge 
that  had  been  before **,  and  thenceforward  he  managed  public 
affairs  very  peaceably.  Nor  was  his  youth  any  liind ranee  in 
the  exercise  of  justice,  or  in  the  observation  of  the  laws,  or 
in  the  remembrance  of  what  charges  his  father  had  given  him 
at  his  death;  but  he  discharged  every  duty  with  great  accu- 
racy, that  might  have  been  expected  from  such  as  are  aged, 
and  of  the  greatest  prudence.  He  now  resolved  to  go  to 
Hebron,  and  sacrifice  to  God  upon  the  brazen  altar  that 
was  built  by  Moses.  Accordingly  he  offered  there  burnt- 
offerings,  in  number  a  thousand ;  and  when  he  had  done 
this,  he  thought  he  had  paid  great  honour  to  God ;  for,  aa 
he  was  asleep  that  very  night,  God  appeared  to  him,  and 
commanded  him  to  ask  of  1  urn  some  gifts  which  he  was  read? 
to  give  him  as  a  reward  for  his  piety.  So  Solomon  asked  of 
God  what  was  most  excellent,  and  of  the  greatest  worth  in 
itself,  what  God  w^ould  bestow  with  the  greatest  joy,  and 
what  it  was  most  profitable  for  man  to  receive;  for  he  did 
not  desire  to  have  bestowed  upon  him  either  gold  or  silver, 
or  any  other  riches,  as  a  man  and  a  youth  might  naturally 
have  done,  for  these  are  the  things  that  generally  are  ea- 
teemed  by  most  men,  as  alone  of  the  greatest  worth,  and  the 


t*  Thif  butlditi^  of  the  walls  of  Jerusalem,  soon  after  David^s  death,  illttftnkca  ttia 
eonclusioD  of  the  5Ut  psalm^  where  Darid  i»ny»»  *•  Build  thou  the  w»IU  of  Jctv* 
M^m;'*  ihcj  heing  it  (eems  unhnij^hed  or  imperfect  at  that  time.  Se«  cbsp,  vt, 
^  1  ,  and  cb,  irii.  §  7 ;  also  1  Kings  in,  15. 
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Hpbest  gifts  of  God ;  but,  said  he,  **  Give  me,  O  Lord,  a  sound 
^*inind  and  a  good  understanding,  whereby  I  may  speak  and 
judge  the  people  according  to  truth  and  righteousness." 
With  these  petitions  God  was  well  pleased ;  and  promised 
to  give  him  all  those  things  that  he  had  not  mentioned  in  his 
option,  riches,  glory,  victory  over  his  enemies;  and,  in  the 
first  place,  understanding  and  wisdom,  and  this  in  such  a 
degree,  as  no  other  mortal  man,  neither  kings  nor  ordinary 
persons,  ever  had.  He  also  promised  to  preserve  the  king- 
dom to  his  posterity  for  a  very  long  thiie,  if  he  continued 
righteous  and  obedient  to  him,  and  imitated  his  father  in 
those  things  wherein  he  excelled.  When  Solomon  heard 
this  from  God,  he  presently  leaped  out  of  his  bed ;  and 
when  he  had  worshipped  him,  he  returned  to  Jerusalem ; 
and  after  he  had  oflered  great  sacrifices  before  the  taber- 
nacle, he  feasted  all  his  own  family, 

2.  In  these  days  a  hard  cause  came  before  him  in  judgment, 
hich  it  was  very  difficult  to  find  any  end  of;  and  I  think  it 
ecessarv  to  explain  the  fact  about  which  the  contest  was, 
hat  such  as  fight  upon  my  writings  may  know  what  a  diffi- 
ult  cause  Solomon  was  to  determine ;    and  those  that  are 
ncerned  in  such  matters  may  take  this  sagacity  of  the  king 
for  a  pattern,  that  they  may  the  more  easily  give  sentence 
bout  such  questions.     There  were  two  women »  who  were 
[liarlots  in  the  course  of  their  lives,  that  came  to  him,  of  whom 
he  that  seemed  to  be  injured  began  to  speak  first,  and  said, 
*  O  king,  I  and  this  other  woman  dwell  together  in  one  room, 
"ow  it  came  to  pass  that  we  both  bore  a  son  at  the  same 
i^hour  of  the  same  day ;    and  on  the  third  day  this  woman 
overlaid  her  son,  and  killed  it,  and  then  took  my  son  out  of 
my  bosom,  and  removed  him  to  herself;  and  as  I  was  asleep 
tihe  laid  her  dead  son  in  my  arms,     N  ow,  when  in  the  morning 
I  was  desirous  to  give  the  breast  to  the  child,  I  did  not  find 
my  own,  but  saw  the  woman's  dead  child  lying  by  me  ;  for  I 
considered  it  exactly,  and  found  it  so  to  be.     Hence  it  was 
that  I  demanded  my  son,  and  when  I  could  not  obtain  him, 
I  have  recourse,  my  lord,  to  thy  assistance ;  for  since  we 
urere  alone,  and  there  was  nobody  there  that  could  convict 
her,  she  cares  for  nothing,  but  perseveres  in  the  stout  denial 
of  the  fact,*'     When  this  woman  had  told  this  her  story*  the 
kiog  asked  the  other  woman  what  she  had  to  say  in  contra- 
diction  to  that  story.     But  when  she  denied  that  she  had 
done  what  was  charged  upon  her^  and  said  that  it  was  her 
child  that  was  living,  and  that  it  was  her  antagonist's  child 
that  was  dead,  and  when  no  one  could  devise  what  judgment 
coidd  be  given,  and  the  whole  court  were  blind  in  their  un- 
derstanding, and  could  not  tell  how  to  find  out  this  riddle, 
the  king  alone  invented  the  following  way  how  to  discover  it : 
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ille  bade  them  bring  in  both  the  dead  child  and  the  liTing 
f child;  and  sent  one  of  his  guards,  and  commanded  him  to 
^fetch  a  sword,  and  draw  it,  and  to  cut  both  the  children  into 
two  pieces,  that  each  of  ihe  women  might  have  half  the  living 
land  half  the  dead  child.     Hereupon  all  the  people  privately 
Llaughed  at  the  king,  as  no  more  than  a  youth.     But»  in  the 
[mean  time,  she  that  was  the  real  mother  of  the  living  child 
^cried  out,  that  he  should  not  do  so,  but  deHver  that  child  to 
the  other  woman  as  her  own,  for  she  would  be  satisfied  with 
|lhe  life  of  the  child,  and  with  the  sight  of  it,  although  it  were 
L^steenied  the  other's  child ;  but  the  other  woman  was  ready 
to  see  the  child  divided,  and  was  desirous,  moreover,  that 
the  first  woman  should  be  tormented.     When  the  king  un- 
derstood that  both  their  words  proceeded  from  the  truth  of 
their  passions,  he  adjudged  the  child  to  her  that  cried  out 
to  save  it,  for  that  she  was  the  real  mother  of  it ;    and  he 
[condemned  the  otfier  as  a  wicked  woman,  who  had  not  only 
[  Jtilled  her  own  child,  but  v,t\s  endeavouring  to  see  her  friend's 
^child  destroyed   also.     Now  the  multitude   looked  on  this 
letermination  as  a  great  sign  and  demonstration  of  the  king's 
tiagacity  and  wusdom ;  and,  after  that  day,  attended  to  him 
||tB  to  one  that  liad  a  divine  mind. 

3.  Now  the  captains  of  his  armies,  and  officers  appointed 
5ver   the    whole    country,    w'ere    these*      Over   the    lot   of 

i£lphraim  was  Ures  ;  over  the  toparchy  of  Bcthleliem  was 
Jj)ioclerus;  Abinadab,  who  married  Solomon's  daughter,  had 
he  region  of  Dora  and  the  sea-coast  under  him;  the  Great 
"^lain  was  under  Benaiah,  the  son  of  Achilus ;  he  also  governed 
II  the  country  as  far  as  Jordan;  Gabaris  ruled  over  Gilead 
^nd  Gaulantis,  and  had  under  him  tlie  sixty  great  and  fenced 
Icities  [of  Og;]  Achinadab  managed  the  affairs  of  all  Galilee, 
as  far  as  Sidon,  and  had  himself  also  married  a  daughter  of 
Solomons,  whose  name  was  Basima;  Banacates  had  the  sea- 
coast  about  Arce;  as  had  Shaphot  Mount  Tabor,  and  Carniel, 
and  [the  lower]  Galilee  as  far  as  the  river  Jordan;  one  man 
was  appointed  over  all  this  country ;  Shimei  was  intrusted 
with  the  lot  of  Benjamin  ;  and  Gabares  had  the  country 
beyond  Jordan,  over  whom  there  was  again  one  governor 
appointed.  Now  the  people  of  the  Hebrews,  and  particularly 
the  tribe  of  Judah,  received  a  wonderful  increase  when  they 
betook  themselves  to  husbandry  and  the  cultivation  of  their 
grounds  ;  for  as  they  enjoyed  peace,  and  were  not  distracted 
with  wars  and  troubles,  and  having  besides  an  abundant 
fruition  of  the  most  desirable  liberty,  every  one  was  busy  in 
augmenting  the  product  of  their  own  lauds,  and  making  them 
worth  more  than  they  had  formerly  been, 

4.  The  king  had  also  other  rulers,  who  were  over  the  land 
of  Syria  and  the  PJuIistines,  which  reached  from  the  river 
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(.Euphrates  to  Egypt,  and  the&e  collected  his  tributes  of  the 

nations.     Now  these  contributed  to  the  kings  table^  and  to 

his  supper  every  day*",  thirty  cori  of  fine  flour,  and  sixty  of 

I  meal;  as  also  ten  fat  oxen,  and  twenty  oxen  out  of  the  pas- 

Iftores^  and  a  hundred  fat  lamhs;  all  these  were  besides  what 

were  taken  by  hunting  harts  and  huQaloes,  and  birds  and 

Hsbes,  which  were  brought  to  the  king  by  foreigners  day  by 

^ day.     Solomon  had  also  so  great  a  number  of  chariots,  that 

the  stalls  of  his  horses  for  those  chariots  were  forty  thousand; 

and  besides  these,  he  liad  twelve  thousand  horsemen,  the 

I  one  half  of  whom  waited  upon  tlie  king  in  Jerusalem,  and  the 

rest  were  dispersed  abroad,  and  dwelt  in  the  royal  villages; 

but  the  same  officer  who  provided  for  the  king's  expenses, 

supplied  also  the  fodder  for  the  horses,  and  still  carried  it  to 

the  place  where  tlie  king  abode  at  that  time. 

5,  Now  the  sagacity  and  wisdom  which  God  had  bestowed 

I  upon  Solomon  was  so  great,  that  be  exceeded  the  ancients, 

'  insomuch  that  he  was  no  way  inferior  to  the  Egyptians,  who 

I  are  said  to  have  been  beyond  all  men  in  understanding  ;  nay, 

indeed,  it  is  evident  that  their  sagacity  was  very  much  inferior 

1  to  that  of  the  king's.     He  also  excelled  and  distinguished 

lliimself  in  wisdom  above  those  who  were  most  eminent  among 

^  the  Hebrews  at  that  time  for  shrewdness :  those  I  mean  were 

Ethan,  and  Heman,  and  Chalcol,  and  Darda,  the  sons  of 

MahoL     He  also  composed  books  of  odes  and  songs,  a  thou- 

I  sand  and  five ;  of  parables  and  similitudes,  three  thousand ; 

^  for  he  spake  a  parable  upon  every  sort  of  tree,  from  the  hyssop 

to  the  cedar ;  and  in  like  manner  also  about  beasts,  about  all 

I  sorts  of  living  creatures,  whether  upon  the  earth,  or  in  the 

seas,  or  in  the  air;  for  he  was  not  unacquainted  with  any  of 

their  natures  norommitted  inquiries  about  them, but  described 

them  all  like  a  philosopher,  and  demonstrated  his  exquisite 

knowledge  of  their  several  properties-     God  also  enabled 

[him  to  learn  that  skill  whicti  expels  demons**,  which  is  a 

'  h  may  Dot  b«  amift  to  compare  the  daily  furaiturc  of  king  Sobmoo's  Ubio, 

bere  let  down,  and  I  Kings,  iv.  22,23.  wiih  the  tikedaity  rurniture  of  Nebctniah  ihe 

goventoKt  tab1e»  after  the  Jewi  were  come  back  from  Babjloa  ;    and  to  remembeT 

withal*  that  Nebemiah  wai  now  building  the  walls  of  Jenitalem,  and  roaintained. 

more  than  u^ual,  above  150  con&iderable  men  everyday;    and  that,  because  the 

nation  was  tlmo  very  uoor,  at  hU  own  charges  also,  wiihoiit  laying  aoy  burden  upon 

I  the  people  at  all.    "  Now  that  which  wai  prepared  forme  daily  was  an  oa,  and  atx 

I  choice  »beep  ;  also  fowls  were  prepared  for  me ;  and  once  in  ten  days*  store  of  aU 

I  torts  of  wine ;  and  yet  for  all  this  1  required  not  the  bread  of  the  soveroorf  becauM 

I  the  bondage  was  heavy  upon  ihii  people."     Neh.  v.  18.     See  tne  whole  context, 

I  vcr.  14.  19*     Nor  did  the  governor  s  uMial  allowance  of  40  shckelt  of  stiver  a  day^ 

ver.  lb,  amount  to  5^.  a«day.  nor  to   1800/.  a<yetr.     Nor  does  it  indeed  ippear, 

I  fthatf  under  the  Judges,  or  under  Samuel  the  prophet,  there  was.  any  such  public 

I  tllowaiice  to  those  governors  at  all ;  those  great  ckarges  upon  the  public  for  main* 

I  taioiog  courts,  came  in  with  kings,  as  God  foretold  they  would*  I  Sam,  vtii. 

til.  18. 

^  Some  protended  fragmenti  of  these  booki  of  coojiiration  of  Solomon,  are  still 
I  fiitaol  in  Fabhcus*»  Cod.  Pseudepigr,  Vet,  'Vt*\*  page  1054,  though  I  entiiely 
VOL,  I.  O  g 
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|*8cience  useful  and  sanative  to  men.     He  composed  8uch  m- 
rcantations  also  by  wliich  distempers  are  alleviated.     And  he 
left  behind  him  the  manner  of  using  exorcisms,  by  which 
lihey  drive  away  demons,  so  that  they  never  return,  and  this 
method  of  cure  is  of  great  force  unto  this  day  j  for  I  have 
Been  a  certain  man  of  my  own  country  whose  name  was 
Eleazar,  releasing  people  that  were  demoniacal  in  the  pre- 
sence of  Vespasian,  and  his  sons,  and  his  captains,  and  the 
whole  multitude  of  his  soldiers.     The  manner  of  the  cure 
was  this.     He  put  a  ring  that  had  a  root  of  one  of  those  sorts 
I  mentioned  by  Solomon  to  the  nostrils  of  the  demoniac,  after 
I  which  he  drew  out  the  demon  through  his  nostrils;  and  when 
the  man  fell  down  immediately,  he  abjured  him  to  return  into 
^him  no  more,  making  still  mention  of  Solomon,  and  reciting 
[the  incantations  wliich  he  composed.     And  when  Eleazar 
would  persuade  and  demonstrate  to  the  spectators  that  he 
had  such  a  power,  he  set  a  little  way  off  a  cup  or  bason  full 
[of  water,  and  commanded  the  demon,  as  he  went  out  of  the 
itnan,  to  overturn  it,  and  thereby  to  let  the  spectators  know 
that  he  had  left  the  man ;  and  when  this  was  done,  the  skill 
and  wisdom  of  Solomon  was  shown  very  manifestly :  for  which 
I  Yeason  it  is,  that  all  men  may  know  the  vastness  of  Solomon's 
f  ibilities,  and  how  he  was  beloved  of  God,  and  that  the  ex- 
traordinary virtues  of  every  kind  with  which  this  king  was 
I  endowed,  may  not  be  unknown  to  any  people  under  the  sun; 
^  for  this  reason,  1  say,  it  is  that  we  have  proceeded  to  speiik 
I  so  largely  of  these  matters. 

6.  Moreover  Hiram,  king  of  Tyre,  when  he  had  heard  that 
[Solomon  succeeded  to  his  father's  kingdom,  was  very  glad  of 
[it,  for  he  was  a  friend  of  David*s.     So  he  sent  ambassadors 
to  him,  and  saluted  him,  and  congratulated  him  on  the  pre- 
sent happy  state  of  his  affairs.     Upon  which  Solomon  sent 
[him  an  epistle,  the  contents  of  which  here  follow  ;— 


SOLOMON  TO  KING  HIRAM. 


"•Know  thou  that  my  father  would  have  built  a  temple 
[pod,  but  was  hindered  by  wars,  and  continual  expeditions; 

lifiTer  fronn  Josephua  in  ihis  his  suppoMi,  ihatsuch  books  and  am  of  Solomon  wtn 
|»rts  of  that  wisdom  which  was  imparted  to  him  by  God  in  bis  youDger  days  .  tbey 
must  rather  have  belonged  lo  such  profane  but  cunou&arts  is  we  find  meniiooeai 
Acts  xix.  13—20.  and  had  been  derived  from  the  idolitry  and  super«iitioii  of  bii 
heathen  wives  and  concubines  in  his  old  age,  when  he  had  forsaken  God,  aod  God 
had  forsaken  him,  and  given  him  up  to  demoniacal  delusions.  Nor  does  Joseph us*a 
strange  account  of  the  root  Baara  (of  the  War,  B.  VllL  cb*  vi.  $  a),  teem  to  b« 
other  than  that  of  iVi  magical  use  in  such  conjuratians.  As  for  the  following  faia* 
tory,  it  confirms  what  Christ  says,  Matt.  xii.  27|)  *'  If  I  by  Beelzebub  caat  otit  de- 
nnons,  by  whom  do  your  sons  cast  them  out  V* 

*  These  epistles  of  Solomoo  and  Hiram  are  those  in  1  Kin^s,  v,  3 — 9,  «nd«  a& 
enlarged ,  in  2  Chron.  ii.  3— 16 ;  but  here  gircu  us  by  Joscphos  in  his  awo  wofdi* 
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Ifor  he  did  not  leaye  off  to  overthrow  his  enemies  till  he 
Imade  them  all  subject  to  tribute.  But  I  give  thanks  to  God 
[for  the  peace  I  at  present  enjoy,  and  on  that  account  I  am 
at  leisure,  and  design  to  build  a  hause  to  God,  for  God  fore* 
told  to  my  father  that  such  a  house  should  he  built  by  me; 
therefore  I  desire  thee  to  send  some  of  thy  subjects  with 
[mine  to  mount  Lebanon,  to  cut  down  timber;  for  the  Sido- 
[liians  are  more  skilful  than  our  people  in  cutting  of  wood. 
I  As  for  wages  to  the  hewers  of  wood,  I  will  pay  whatsoever 
Iprice  thou  shalt  determine,'* 

7,  When   Hiram  had  read  this  e  pis  tie  j  he  was  pleased 
ifpith  it,  and  wrote  back  this  answer  to  Solomon; — 


HIRAM  TO  KING  SOLOMOK, 


h 


"  It  is  fit  to  bless  God,  that  he  hath  committed  thy  father's 
Jfovemment  to  thee,  who  art  a  wise  man,  and  endowed  with 
lU  virtues.  As  for  myself,  I  rejoice  at  the  condition  thou 
irt  in,  and   will  be  subservient   to  thee  in   all   that   thou 

^ndest  to  me  about;  for  when  by  my  subjects  I  have  cut 
lown  many  and  large  trees  of  cedar  and  cypress  wood,  I  will 

end  them  to  sea,  and  will  order  my  subjects  to  make  floats 
jf  them,  and  to  sail  to  what  place  soever  of  thy  country 
liou  shalt  desire,  and  leave  them  there,  after  which  thy 

ibjects  may  carry  them  to  Jerusalem :  but  do  thou  take 

are  to  procure  us  corn  for  this  timber,  which  we  stand  in 
&d  of,  because  we  inhabit  in  an  island  '•" 

^  What  Joseplius  here  puti  ioto  hti  Gopy  of  Himm's  epistle  to  Solomofi,  mi} 

Cftta  aftenvartl!!  ch,  v.  ftcct.  3,  that  Tyre  w]is  now  an  ialasd,  is  aot  io  any  of  the 

»  other  copies,  viz,  that  of  the  Kingi,  Chronicles,  or  Cusebius  ^  um  is  it  any 

her,  I  suppose,  than  his  own  conjectural  paraphrase ;  for  when  I,  many  years 

jo»  inquired  into  this  matter,  I  found  the  slate  of  this  famous  city,  and  of  the 

Sand  whereupon  ii  stood,  to  have  been  very  dilferentat  dilTcreDt  times.     The  re> 

ult  of  my  inquiries  io  this  mauer,  with  the  addition  of  some  later  improvements, 

kaads  thus ,  That  the  best  testimanies  hereto  relating,  imply^  that  Palstyrus,  or 

[>1dest  Tyre,  was  no  other  than  that  most   ancient  smaller  fort  or  city  Tyrt, 

^uated  on  the  continent,  and  mentioned  in  Josh,  xix,  29,  out  of  >vhicli  the  Ca- 

dte  or  Phenictan  inhabitants  were  driven  into  a  large  islaud,  that  tay  not  fv 

1  the  sea,  by  Joshua  :  thai  this  island  was  then  joined  to  the  continent,  at  th« 

ent  remains  of  Pala>lyru»,  by  a  neck  of  land,  over  against  Solomon's  cisterns, 

80  called ;  and  the  city's  fresh  water,  probably,  was  carried  along  in  pipes  by 

at  n«ck  of  land  -,  and  that  this  island  was  therefore,  in  strictness,  no  other  than  a 

tQintula,  having  villages  in  its  fields,  Ezek.  xxvi.  6,  and  a  wall  about  it  Amos,  i. 

0,  and  the  city  was  not  of  so  great  reputation  as  Sidoo  for  some  ages  :  that  it  was 

backed  both  by  sea  and  land  by  Salmaoasser,  as  Josephus  informs  us,  Antiq,  B 

'.  ch*  aiv*  $  2,  and  afterwards  came  to  be   the  metropolis  of  Phenicia  ;  and 

i  afterwards  taken  and  destroyed  by  Nebuchadnetzar,  according  to  the  numerous 

rtpture  prophecies  thcieto  relating.  Is,  xniii  i  Jer*  xxv,  22  -,  xxvii.  3  ;  xlvti.  4 ; 

cek.  xxvi,  xxvii,  xxviii.     That  sevcoty  ^ears  after  that  destruction  by  Nebuchad- 

•irar,  this  city  was  in  some  measure  revived  and  rebuilt,  Is,  xxiii,  17,  1B»  but 

khX,  as  the  prophet  Ezekiel  had  foretold,  xxvi,  3,  4,  6,  14  ;  xxvii.  34;  the  sea 

I  higher  tnan  before,  till  at  last  it  overflovied,  not  only  the  neck  of  land,  but 

og2 
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8.  The  copies  of  these  epistles  remain  at  this  day,  and 
preserved  not  only  in  our  hooks,  but  among  the  Tyrians 

insomuch  that  if  any  one  would  know  the  certainty 

fabout  them,  he  may  desire  of  the  keepers  of  the  public  re* 
cords  of  Tyre  to  show  him  them,  and  he  will  find  what  19 

I  there  set  down  to  agree  with  what  we  have  said.  I  have 
eaid  so  much  out  of  a  desire  that  my  readers  may  know  that 
we  speak  nothing  but  the  truth,  and  do  not  compose  a  his- 
tory out  of  some  plausible  relations,  which  deceive  men  and 
please  them  at  the  same  time^  nor  attempt  to  avoid  examina- 

I  tion,  nor  desire  men  to  believe  us  immediately  ;  nor  are  we 
at  liberty  to  depart  from  speaking  truth,  which  is  the  pro- 

[per  commendation  of  a  historian,  and  yet  to  be  blameless. 
But  we  insist  upon  no  admission  of  what  we  say,  unless  we 
be  able  to  manifest  its  truth  by  demonstration  and  the 
itrongest  vouchers. 

9.  Now  king  Solomon,  as  soon  as  this  epistle  of  the  king 
of  Tyre  was  brought  him,  commended  the  readiness  and 
jood-will  he  declared  therein,  and  repaid  him  in  what  he 

bired,  and  sent  hhn  yearly  twenty  thousand  cori  of  wheat, 
as  many  baths  of  oil :  now  the  bath  is  able  to  contain 
'  aeventy-two  sextaries.  He  also  sent  him  the  same  measure 
of  wine.  So  the  friendship  between  Hiram  and  Solomon 
.hereby  increased  more  and  more;  and  they  swore  to  continue 
I  it  for  ever.  And  the  king  appointed  a  tribute  to  be  laid  on 
( all  the  people,  of  thirty  thousand  labourers,  whose  work  he 
I  Tendered  easy  to  them,  by  prudently  dividing  it  among 
I* them;  for  he  made  ten  thousand  cut  timber  in  mount 
[Lebanon  for  one  month,  and  then  to  come  home;  and  to 
-test  two  months,  until  the  time  when  the  other  twenty 
^thousand  had  finished  their  task  at  the  appointed  time;  and 
1  so  afterward  it  came  to  pass,  that  the  first  ten  thousand  re- 
turned to  their  work  every  fourth  month:  and  it  was 
t  Ad  Oram  who  was  over  this  tribute.  There  were  also  of  the 
strangers  who  were  left  by  David,  who  were  to  carry  the 
Rfttones  and  other  materials,  seventy  thousand ;  and  of  those 
[that  cut  the  stones,  eighty  thousand.  Of  these  three 
[thousand  and  three  hundred  were  rulers  over  the  rest.     He 


i 


he  mtan  iilBnd  or  peDiDKuU  itself,  and  destroyed  thai  old  and  faroont  citjfor  ^wt : 

hat.  however,  there  ttitl  remained  an  adjoining  titiaUer  island*  once  contiected  td 

lOId  TyreiUetf  by  Hiram,  which  was  afterwards  inhabited  ;  lo  which  Alexander  Ut« 

f  Great,  with  incredible  pains,  raised  a  new  bonk  or  causeway  :  and  that  it  plainty  ap- 

^an  from  !k[aundre11.  a  most  authentic  eye-wttnestt  that  the  old,  lar^.and  famous 

Mj,  on  the  original  larpe  island,  is  now  laid  to  general ty  under  water,  that  Bcarce 

more  than  forty  acres  ol"  it,  or  rather  of  thnt  adjoining  small  island^  remain  at  iJit* 

day  :  so  that,  perhaps,  not  above  a  hundredth  part  of  tbe  fintt  island  and  city  it  now 

above  water.     This  was  foretnld  in  the  same  prophecies  of  Ezekiel ;  and.  accord  Log 

to  tbetti«  a^  Mr.  Maundrell  distinctly  observes,  these  poor  remains  of  Old  Tyre  ar« 

now  **  become  like  the  top  of  a  rock ;  a  pltce  for  the  spreading  of  nelt  in  the  midat 

of  the  sea." 
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also  enjoined  them  to  cut  out  large  stones  for  the  founda- 
tions  of  the  temple,  and  that  they  should  fit  them  and  unite 
them  together  in  the  mountain,  and  so  bring  them  to  the 
city.  This  was  done,  not  only  by  our  own  country  work- 
men j  but  by  those  workmen  whom  Hiram  sent  also» 


CHAPTER  III. 

Of  the  building  of  ike  Temple, 

}  L  Solomon  began  to  build  the  temple  in  the  fourth  year 

of  his  reign,  on  the  second  month,  which  the  Macedonians 
call  Artemisius,  and  the  Hebrews  Jur;  five  hundred  and 
ninety-two  years  after  the  exodus  out  of  Egypt,  but  one 
thousand  and  twenty  years  from  Abraham's  coming  out  of 
Mesopotamia  into  Canaan  ;  and  after  the  Deluge  one  thou- 
sand four  hundred  and  forty  years  ;  and  from  Adam,  the 
first  man  who  was  created,  until  Solomon  built  the  temple, 
there  had  passed  in  all  three  thousand  one  hundred  and  two 
years.  Now  that  year  on  which  the  temple  began  to  be 
built,  was  already  the  eleventh  year  of  the  reign  of  Hiram  ; 
but  from  the  building  of  Tyre  to  the  building  of  the  temple, 
there  had  passed  two  hundred  and  forty  years, 

2,  Now,  therefore,  the  king  laid  the  foundations  of  the 
temple  very  deep  in  the  ground  *,  and  the  materials  were 
strong  stones,  and  such  as  would  resist  the  force  of  time  ; 
these  were  to  unite  themselves  with  the  earth,  and  become 
a  basis  and  a  sure  foundation  for  that  superstructure  which 
was  to  be  erected  over  it :  they  were  to  be  so  strong,  in 
order  to  sustain  with  ease  those  vast  superstructures,  and 
precious  ornaments,  %vhose  own  weight  was  to  be  not  less 
than  the  weight  of  those  other  high  and  heavy  buildings 
which  the  king  designed  to  be  very  ornamental  and  magni- 
ficent. They  erected  its  entire  body,  quite  up  to  the  roof, 
of  white  stone:  its  height  was  sixty  cubits,  and  its  length 
was  the  same,  and  its  breadth  twenty.  There  was  another 
building  erected  oveT  it,  equal  to  it  in  its  measures  ;  so  that 
the  entire  altitude  of  the  temple  was  a  hundred  and  twenty 
cubits.     Its  front  was  to  the  east.     As  to  the  porch,  they 

'  built  it  before  the  temple :  its  length  was  twenty  cubits,  and 
it  was  so  ordered  that  it  might  agree  with  the  breadth  of  the 
house ;  and  it  had  twelve  cubits  in  latitude,  and  its  height 

'  was  raised  as  high  as  a  hundred  and  twenty  cubits.     He 


r  Of  the  tcmpio  of  Solomoni  here  dGscnbcd  by  Josephos,  in  ih'is  aod  the  follow- 
log  fectloQi  of  this  chtipicr^  see  my  dcscriptj^Q  of  the  templet  belougtog  to  thit 
work,  ch.  xiii. 
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also  built  round  about  the  temple  thirty  small  rootns^  which 

might  include  the  whole  temple,  by  their  closeness  one  to 

another,  and  by  their  number,  and  outward  position  touemI 

it.     He  also  made  passages  through  them,  that  tl  _^ht 

come  into  one  through  another*     Every  one  of  tli  im 

had  five  cubits  in  breadth  '',  and  the  same  in  length,  but  in 

height  twenty*     Above  these  were  other  rooms,  and  others 

above  them,  equal,  both  in  their  measures  and  number ;  so 

that  these  reached  to  a  height  equal  to  the  lower  part  of  ihe 

house ;  for  the  upper  pari  had  no  buildings  about  it.     The 

roof  that  was  over  the  house  was  of  cedar;  and  truly  every 

one  of  these  rooms  had  a  roof  of  their  own,  that  was  not 

[Connected  with  the  other  rooms;  but  for  the  other  parts^ 

{there  was  a  covered  roof  common  to  them  all,  and  built  with 

[Tery  long  beams,  that  passed  through  the  rest,  and  through 

I  the    whole    building,    that    so    the     middle    walls,    being 

strengthened  by  the  same  beams  of  timber,  might  be  thereby 

made  firmer  t  but  as  for  that  part  of  the  roof  that  was  under 

I  the  beams,  it  was  made  of  the  same  materials,  and  was  all 

Isiade  smooth,  and   had   ornaments   proper  for   roofs,   and 

[plates  of  gold  nailed  upon  them;  and  as  he  enclosed  the 

I  walls  with  boards  of  cedar,  so  he  fixed  on  them  plates  of 

I  gold,  which  had  sculptures  upon  them;  so  that  the  whole 

[temple  shined,  and  dazzled  the  eyes  of  such  as  entered^  by 

Ithe  splendour  of  the  gold  that  was  on  every  side  of  them* 

'Jow  the  whole  structure  of  the  temple  was  made,   with 

Igreat   skill,  of  polished  stones,  and  those  laid  together  80 

[▼ery  harmoniously  and  smoothly,  that  there  appeared  to  the 

['■pectators  no  sign  of  any  hammer,  or  other  instrumenl  of 

[architecture,  but  as  if,  without  any  use  of  them,  the  entire 

[inateritds  had  naturally  united  themselves  together,  that  the 

1  agreement  of  one  part  with  another  seemed  rather  to  ha^e 

Iheen  natural,  than  to  have  arisen  from  the  force  of  toob 

[Upon  them.     The  king  also  had  a  fine  contrivance  for  an 

[gscent  to  the  upper  room  over  the  temple,  and  that  was  by 

jftteps  in  the  thickness  of  its  wall  \  for  it  had  no  large  door  on 

I  the  east  end,  as  the  lower  house  had,  but  the  entrances  were 

|l»y  the  sides,  through  very  small  doors.     He  also  overlaid 

Ithe  temple,  both  within  and  without,  with  boards  of  cedari 

Ithat  were  kept  close  together  by  thick  chains,  so  that  thk 

[contrivance  was  in  the  nature  of  a  support  and  a  strength  to 

[tiie  building. 

3.  Now  when  the  king  had  divided  the  temple  into  two 
parts,  he  made  the  inner  house  of  twenty  cubits  [every  way]^ 

*•  Theie  small  Toora&,  or  side  chambers,  seem  lo  have  been»  by  Josepboi'ft  d#- 
scnption,  no  less  than  20  cubilfi  higb  a.piece*  olJierwis«  lliere  mti&t  hive  bteo  a 
Iftrge  interval  betwecD  one  and  the  oUit*r  that  wHfi  over  it;  «ud  this  with  tUmblt 
floor*,  the  one  of  six  eubils  dJ&taDce  from  lh«  floor  b«neath  i^  as  1  Ktngf,  tL  4. 
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to  be  the  most  secret  chamber,  but  lie  appointed  that  of 
forty  cubits  to  be  the  sanctuary ;  and  when  he  had  cut  a 
door-place  out  of  the  wall,  he  put  therein  doors  of  cedar, 
and  overlaid  them  wuth  a  great  deal  of  gold,  that  had  sculp- 
tures upon  it.  He  also  had  veils  of  blue,  and  purple,  and 
scarlet,  and  the  brightest  and  softest  of  hncn,  with  the  most 
'Curious  flowers  wrought  upon  them,  v/hicli  were  to  be  drawn 
before  those  doors.  He  also  dedicated  for  the  most  secret 
place,  whose  breadth  was  twenty  cubits,  and  the  length  the 
same,  two  cherubims  of  solid  gold  ;  the  height  of  each  of 
them  was  five  cubits  * :  they  had  each  of  them  two  wings 
Stretched  out  as  far  as  five  cubits;  wherefore  Solomon  set 
them  up  not  far  from  each  other,  that  with  one  wing  they 
might  touch  the  southern  wall  of  the  secret  place,  and  with 
another  the  northern;  their  other  wings,  which  joined  to 
each  other,  were  a  covering  to  the  ark,  which  was  set  be- 
tween them  :  but  nobody  can  tell,  or  even  conjecture,  what 
was  the  shape  of  these  cherubims.  He  also  laid  the  floor 
of  the  temple  with  plates  of  gold  ;  and  he  added  doors  to 
the  gate  of  the  temple,  agreeable  to  the  measure  of  the 
!lieight  of  the  wall,  but  in  breadth  twenty  cubits,  and  ou 
them  he  glued  gold  plates  ;  and,  to  say  all  in  one  word,  he 
left  no  part  of  the  temple,  neither  internal  nor  external,  but 
what  was  covered  with  gold.  He  also  had  curtains  drawn 
over  these  doors,  in  liie  manner  as  they  were  drawn  over 
the  inner  doors  of  the  most  holy  place;  but  the  porch  of  the 
temple  had  nothing  of  that  sort* 

4,  Now  Solomon  sent  for  an  artificer  out  of  Tyre,  whose 
name  was  Hiram :  he  was  by  birth  of  the  tribe  of  Napthali^ 
tn  the  mother's  side  (for  she  was  of  that  tribe) ;  but  his 
ifilther  was  Ur,  of  the  stock  of  the  Israelites.  This  man 
was  skilful  in  all  sorts  of  work  ;  but  his  chief  skill  lay  in 
working  in  gold,  in  silver,  and  brass;  by  whom  were  made 
all  the  mechanical  works  about  the  temple,  according  to  the 
will  of  Solomon,  Moreover,  this  Hiram  made  two  [hollow] 
pillars^  whose  outsides  were  of  brass;  and  the  thickness  of 
the  brass  was  four  fingers'  breadth,  and  the  height  of  the 
•pillars  was  eighteen  cubits '',  and  their  circumference  twelve 
cubits ;  but  there  was  cast  with  each  of  their  chapiters  lily- 
ork,  that  stood  upon  the  pillar,  and  it  was  elevated  five 

Joscphus  iays  lieie  that  the  cherubims  were  of  tolid  gold,  end  only  five  cuhiu 
Jiijh  ;  while  otir" Hebrew  copiet,  \  Kings,  vi,  23,28,*aY  thev  were  of  ihe  olive-tree; 
i  mud  the  LXXIl.  of  the  cypress* tree,  and  only  overlaitf  with  gold  *,  and  both  agree 
[they  were  ten  cubits  high.  T  fuppo0e  the  number  here  ts  falaely  trnnicribedi  &ad 
[•that  Jotephui  wrote  tea  cubits  also. 

J      *  A»  for  thetc  two  famous  pillars*  Jochifi  and  Booi,  their  height  eould  be  no 
Lmore  than  18  cubits,  as  here,  and  I  Kings,  vii.  15  ;  2  Kings,  xxv.  17  -  Jer.  iii,  21  i 
tbo«e  36  cubiti  ia  2  Chron.  iii,  15 ;  being  contrary  to  lU  the  rule&  of  architecture 
in  Ihc  world. 
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cubits,  round  about  which  there  was  net-work  interwoven 

with  small  palms  made  of  brass,  and  covered  with  Uly^work. 

I  To  this  also  were  hung  two  hundred  pomegranates  in  two 

rows.     The  one  of  these  pillars  he  set  at  the  entrance  of  the 

[porch  on  the  right  hand  and  called  it  Jachin;  and  the  other 

fat  the  left  hand,  and  called  it  Booz. 

5.  Solomon  also  cast  a  brazen  sea,  the  figure  of  which 
Lwas  that  of  an  hemisphere.  This  brazen  vessel  was  called 
la  sea  for  its  largeness,  for  the  laver  was  ten  feet  in  diameter, 
I  Jind  cast  of  the  thickness  of  a  palm  :  its  middle  part  rested 
[on  a  short  pillar,  that  had  ten  spirals  round  it,  and  that  pillar 
^was  ten  cubits  in  diameter.  There  stood  round  about  it 
I  twelve  oxen  that  looked  to  the  four  winds  of  heaven,  three 
I  to  each  wind,  having  their  hinder  parts  depressed,  that  so 
1  the  hemispherical  vessel  might  rest  upon  them,  which  itself 
|was  also  depressed  round  about  iuMardly,  Now  this  aea 
I  contained  three  thousand  baths. 

G,    He   also   made  ten   brazen   bases  for  so  many  qua- 

I  drangular  lavers  :  the  length  of  every  one  of  these  bases  was 

[five  cubits,  and  the  breadth  four  cubits,  and  the  height  six 

cubits.  This  vessel  was  partly  turned,  and  was  thus  contrived: 

I  There  were  four  small  quadrangular  pillars,  that  stood  one  at 

l^ach  corner ;  these  had  the  sides  of  the  base  fitted  to  them 

j^Dn  each  quarter:  they  were  parted  into  three  parts;  every 

I  interval  had  a  border  fitted  to  support  [the  laver] ;  upon  which 

I  Was  engraven,  in  one  place  a  lion,  and  in  another  place  a 

I'bull,  and  ati  eagle.     The  small  pillars  had  the  same  animals 

Ikngraven  that  were  engraven  on  the  sides.     The  whole  work 

►^as  elevated,  and  stood  upon  four  wheels,  which  were  also 

ca^t,  which  had  also  naves  and  felloes,  and  were  a  foot  and 

a  half  in  diameter.     Any  one  who  saw  the  spokes  of  the 

wheels,  how  exactly  they  were  turned,  and  united  to  the 

sides  of  the  bases,  and  with  what  harmony  they  agreed  to 

the  felloes,  would  wonder  at  them.     However,  their  structure 

was  this:  Certain  shoulders  of  hands  stretched  out  held  the 

corners  above,  upon  which  rested  a  short  spiral  pillar,  that 

lay  under  the  hollow  part  of  the  laver,  resting  upon  the 

fore  part  of  the  eagle  and  the  lion,  which  were  adapted  to 

them,  insomuch,  that  those  who  viewed  them  would  think 

they  were  of  one  piece :  between  these  were  engravings  of 

palm  trees.     This  was  the  construction  of  the  ten  bases: 

ne  also  made  ten  large  round  brass  vessels,  which  were  the 

lavers   themselves,  each   of  which  contained  forty  baths*; 

'  The  round  or  cyliadrical  lavers  of  four  cubits  in  diftmeler,  «nd  four  io  betghc 
boib  m  our  copies,  1  Kings,  vii.  38,  39,  and  here  to  Josephus,  must  have  cootainod 
«  grtit  deml  more  than  these  forty  baths»  which  are  always  assigned  thcio.  Where 
the  error  tics  is  hard  to  say  :  perhaps  Josephus  honestly  followed  his  copies  here* 
though  they  had  Ueen  corrupted^  and  he  was  not  able  to  restore  ihe  tnie  reading* 
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for  it  had  its  lieight  four  cubitSi  and  its  edges  were  as  much 
distant  from  each  other :  he  also  placed  these  lavers  upon 
the  ten  bases  that  were  called  Mechonolh  :  and  he  set  five 

of  the  lavers  on  the  left  side  of  the  teniple "",  which  was  that 
side  towards  the  north  wind,  and  as  inany  on  the  right  side, 
towards  the  south,  hut  looking  towards  the  east;  the  same 
[eastern]  way  he  also  set  the  sea.  Now,  he  appointed  the 
sea  to  be  for  washing  the  hands  and  the  feet  of  the  priests 
when  they  entered  into  the  temple  and  were  to  ascend  tlie 
altar  ;  hut  the  lavers  to  cleanse  the  entrails  of  the  beasts 
that  were  to  be  burnt-offerhigs,  with  their  feet  also. 

7,  He  also  made  a  brazen  altar,  whose  length  was  twenty 
cubits,  and  its  breadth  the  same,  and  its  height  ten,  for  the 
burnt-offerings :  he  also  made  all  its  vessels  of  brass ;  the 
pots,  and  the  shovels,  and  the  basons,  and  besides  these,  the 
snufters  and  the  tongs,  and  all  its  other  vessels  he  made  of 
brass,  and  such  brass  as  was  in  splendour  and  beauty  like 
gold.  The  king  also  dedicated  a  great  number  of  tables, 
but  one  that  was  large  and  made  of  gohl,  upon  which  they 
set  the  loaves  of  God;  and  he  made  ten  thousand  more  that 
resembled  them,  but  were  done  after  another  manner,  upon 
which  lay  the  vials  and  the  cups ;  those  of  gold  were  twenty 
thousand,  those  of  silver  were  forty  thousand.  He  also 
made  ten  thousand  candlesticks,  according  to  the  command 
of  Moses,  one  of  which  he  dedicated  for  the  temple,  that  it 
might  burn  in  the  day-time,  according  to  the  law  ;  and  one 
table  with  loaves  upon  it,  on  the  north  side  of  the  temple, 
over  against  the  candlestick;  for  this  he  set  on  the  south 
side,  but  the  golden  altar  stood  between  them.  All  these 
vessels  were  contained  in  that  part  of  the  holy  house,  which 
was  forty  cubits  long,  and  were  before  the  veil  of  that  most 
secret  place  wherein  the  ark  was  to  be  set. 

8.  The  king  also  made  pouring  vessels,  in  number  eighty 
thousand,  and  a  hundred  thousand  golden  vials,  and  twice 
as  many  silver  vials :  of  golden  dishes,  in  order  therein  to 
offer  kneaded  fine  flour  at  the  altar,  there  were  eighty  thou- 
sand, and  twice  as  many  of  silver.  Of  large  basons  also, 
wherein  they  mixed  fine  flour  with  oil,  sixty  thousand  of 
gold,  and  twice  as  many  of  silver.     Of  the  measures  hke 


If)  the  mean  time,  the  forty  baths  are  probably  the  tme  quantity  conlaitied  in  each 
laver,  since  they  went  upon  wheels^  and  were  to  be  drawn  b^lbe  Levties  about  the 
courts  of  the  priests,  for  the  washings  they  were  deiigoed  for ;  and  had  they  held 
much  more,  they  would  have  been  loo  heavy  to  have  been  so  drawn. 

"  Ffere  Josephus  gives  us  a  key  to  hts  own  Innguage,  of  right  and  left  haad  in 
the  tabernacle  and  temple;  thai  by  the  neht  hand  he  means  what  is  against  our 
left,  when  we  suppose  ourselves  gomg  up  from  the  east  gates  of  the  cnurts  towards 
the  tabernacle  or  temple  themselves,  and  so  vie*  versa ;  whence  it  follows,  that  the 

S'llir  Jachin.  on  the  right  hand  of  the  temple*  wa»  on  ibe  south,  against  otir  lelt 
Likd]  end  Booz  on  the  north,  A^tnst  our  tight  hand. 
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those  which  Moses  called  the  Hin,  and  the  Assaron  (a  tenth 
deal),  there  were  tiventy  thousand  of  gold,  and  twice  as 
many  of  silver*  The  golden  censers,  in  which  they  carried 
the  incense  to  the  altar,  were  twenty  thousand :  the  other 
censers,  in  which  they  carried  fire  from  the  great  altar  to 
the  little  altar,  within  the  temple  were  fifty  thousand.  The 
sacerdotal  garments  which  belong  to  the  high-priest,  with 
the  long  robes,  and  the  oracle,  and  the  precious  stones^ 
were  a  thousand ;  but  the  crown  upon  which  Moses  wrote 

[i[the  name  of  God]  ",  was  only  one,  and  hath  remained  ta 
this  very  day.  He  also  made  ten  thousand  sacerdotal 
garments  of  fine  Uuen,  with  purple  girdles,  for  every  priest; 
and  two  hundred  thousand  trumpets,  according  to  the  com- 
mand of  Moses ;  also  two  hundred  thousand  garments  of 
fine  linen  for  the  singers  that  were  Levites;  and  he  made 

"musical  instruments,  and  such  as  were  invented  for  singing 
of  hymns,  called  Nablae  and  Cinyrte  [psalteries  and  harps}, 

l. which  were  made  of  electrum  [the  finest  brass],  forty 
thousand. 

9.  Solomon  made  all  these  things  for  the  honour  of  God, 

Ifrith  great  variety  and  magnificence,  sparing  no  cost,  but 

fusing  all  possible  liberality  in  adorning  the  temple ;  and 
these  things  he  dedicated  to  the  treasures  of  God.  He  also 
placed  a  partition  round  about  the  temple,  which,  in  our 
tongue  we  call  Gison,  but  it  is  called  Thrigcos  by  the 
Greeks,  and  he  raised  it  up  to  the  height  of  three  cubits ; 
and  it  was  for  the  exclusion  of  the  multitude  from  coming 
into  the  temple,  and  showing  that  it  was  a  place  that  was 
free  and  open  only  for  the  priests.  He  also  built  beyond 
this  court  a  temple,  the  figure  of  which  was  that  of  a 
quadrangle,  and  erected  for  it  great  and  broad  eloistera; 
this  was  entered  into  by  very  high  gates,  each  of  which  had 
its  front  exposed  to  one  of  the  [four]  winds,  and  were  shut 
by  golden  doors.  Into  this  temple  all  the  people  entered 
that  were  distinguished  from  the  rest  by  being  pure,  and 
observant  of  the  laws ;  but  he  made  that  temple  which  was 
beyond  this  a  wonderful  one  indeed,  and  such  as  exceeds 
all  description  in  words;  nay,  if  I  may  so  say,  is  hardly 
believed  upon  sight;  for  when  he  had  filled  up  great  valleys 
with  earth,  which,  on  account  of  their  innitense  depth,  could 
aot  be  looked  on  when  you  bended  down  to  see  them, 
FJthont  pain,  and  had  elevated  the  ground  four  hundred 
cubits,  he  made  it  to  be  on  a  level  with  tlie  top  of  the 
mountain  on  which  the  temple  was  built,  and  by  this  means 
the  outmost  temple,  which  was  exposed  to  the  air,  wa»  even 

"  Oflihe  golden  phte  on  the  high-prieslV  forehead  that  was  in  being  in  die  days 
of  Joscphus,  and  a  ccoluiy  or  two  at  least  laler,  sec  the  note  oo  Antiq.  B,  HI.  ch. 
vii,  f  6\ 
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^M    witli  the  temple  itself''.     He  encompassed  this  also  with  a 

■  buir'      -        -' 

^M     upo 

^^     and 


building  of  a  double  row  of  cloisters,  which  stood  on  high 
upon  pillars  of  native  stone,  w^hile  the  roofs  were  of  cedar, 
and  were  polished  in  a  manner  proper  for  such  high  roofs; 
but  he  made  all  the  doors  of  this  temple  of  silver. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

How  Solomon  removed  the  ark  into  ike  temple;  how  he 
made  supplication  to  God^  and  offered  public  sacrijices  to 
him. 

§  1.  When  king  Solomon  had  finished  these  works,  these 
large  and  beautiful  buildings,  and  had  laid  up  his  donations 
in  the  temple,  and  all  this  in  the  interval  of  seven  years «", 
and  had  given  a  demonstration  of  his  riches  and  alacrity 
therein;  insomuch,  that  any  one  who  saw  it  would  have 
thought  it  must  have  been  an  immense  time  ere  it  could  have 
been  finished,  and  [wouhl  be  surprised]  that  so  much  should 
be  finished  in  so  short  a  time  j  short,  I  mean,  if  compared 
with  the  greatness  of  the  work ;  he  also  wrote  to  the  rulers 
and  elders  of  the  Hebrews,  and  ordered  all  the  people  to 
gather  themselves  together  to  Jerusalem,  both  to  see  the 
temple  which  he  had  built,  and  to  remove  the  ark  of  God 
into  it ;  and  when  this  invitation  of  the  whole  body  of  ihe 
people  to  come  to  Jerusalem  w^as  everywhere  carried  abroad, 
it  was  the  seventh  month  before  they  came  together  ;  which 
month  is,  by  our  countrymen,  called  Thisri ;  but  by  the 
Macedonians  Hyperberetams.  The  Feast  of  Tabernacles 
happened  to  fall  at  the  same  time,  which  was  kept  by  the 
Hebrews  as  a  most  holy  and  most  eminent  feast.  So  they 
carried  the  ark  and  the  tabernacle  which  Moses  had  pitched, 
and  all  the  vessels  that  were  for  ministration  to  the  sacrifices 
of  God|  and  removed  them   to   the  temple**. 


The  king 


*  When  Josephu!!  here  sayt  that  the  fl(M)T  of  the  outmost  temple  or  cotirt  of  the 
Gentiles,  w;ii  with  vast  labour  raised  to  becvcn,  or  of  ctjual  height,  with  the  floor 
of  the  inner.,  or  court  of  the  prietts,  he  must  meAn  thii  in  a  %xo%%  estimaiion  only; 
for  he  and  all  others  agree,  that  the  ioner  temple,  or  court  of  the  priests,  was  a  few 
cubits  more  elevated  than  the  middle  court,  the  court  of  Israel,  and  that  much  more 
wai  the  court  of  the  priests  tilevated  several  cubits  above  the  outmost  court,  since 
the  court  of  Israel  was  lower  than  the  one  and  higher  than  the  other, 

f  The  Septuagiai  sayp  that  "they  prepared  timber  and  stones  lo  build  the  temple 
forth  tee  yeaii»/'  I  King«»  v.  18;  and  although  neither  our  present  Hebrew  copy^ 
nor  Josephus,  directly  name  that  number  of  years,  yet  do  they  both  say  the  building 
ittelf  did  not  bc^in  (ill  Solomoo's  fourth  year;  aQcf  both  ipeak  of  the  preparation  of 
materiaU  beforcband,  1  Kings,  v.  18;  Aotiq.  B.  VllL  ch,  5,  §  1.  There  ta  na 
reason,  therefore,  to  alter  the  Septuagint*s  number ,  but  wo  are  lo  suppose  three 
yeara  to  have  been  the  just  time  of  the  preparation,  as  1  tiave  done  in  my  cotit* 
putatioo  of  the  expense  in  budding  the  temple. 

1  This  solemo  removal  of  the  ark  from  mount  Sinn  to  mount  Moriah,  il  iht 


460         ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS,    [book  vin. 

himself,  and  all  the  people  and  the  Levites,  went  before, 
rendering  the  ground  moist  with  sacrifices,  and  drink- 
offerings,  and  the  blood  of  a  great  number  of  oblations,  and 
burning  an  immense  quantity  of  incense ;  and  this  till  the 
very  air  itself  everywhere  round  about  was  so  full  of  these 
odours,  that  it  met,  in  a  most  agreeable  manner,  persons  at 
a  great  distance,  and  was  an  indication  of  God's  presence, 
and,  as  men's  opinion  was,  of  his  habitation  with  them  in 
this  newly-built  and  consecrated  place,  for  they  did  not  grow 
weary,  either  of  singing  hymns,  or  of  dancing,  until  they 
came  to  the  temple ;  and  in  this  manner  did  they  carry  the 
ark :  but  when  they  should  transfer  it  into  the  most  secret 
places,  the  rest  of  the  multitude  went  away,  and  only  those 
priests  that  carried  it  set  it  between  the  two  cherubims, 
which  embracing  it  with  their  wings  (for  so  they  were  framed 
by  the  artificer),  they  covered  it,  as  under  a  tent  or  a  cupok. 
Now  the  ark  contained  nothing  else  but  those  two  tables  of 
stone  that  preserved  the  ten  commandments,  which  God 
spake  to  Moses  in  mount  Sinai,  and  which  were  engraven 
upon  them ;  but  they  set  the  candlestick,  and  the  table,  and 
the  golden  altar,  in  the  temple,  before  the  most  secret  place, 
in  the  very  same  places  wherein  they  stood  till  that  time  in 
the  tabernacle.  So  they  offered  up  the  daily  sacrifices ;  but 
for  the  brazen  altar,  Solomon  set  it  before  the  temple,  over- 
against  the  door,  that  when  the  door  was  opened,  it  might 
be  exposed  to  sight,  and  the  sacred  solemnities,  and  the 
richness  of  the  sacrifices,  might  be  thence  seen;  and  all  the 
rest  of  the  vessels  they  gathered  together,  and  put  them 
within  the  temple. 

2.  Now,  as  soon  as  the  priests  had  put  all  things  in  order 
about  the  ark,  and  were  gone  out,  there  came  down  a  thick 
cloud,  and  stood  there;  and  spread  itself,  after  a  gentle 
manner,  into  the  temple:  such  a  cloud  it  was  as  was  dif- 
fused and  temperate,  not  such  a  rough  one  as  we  see  full  of 
rain  in  the  winter  season.  This  cloud  so  darkened  the 
place,  that  one  priest  could  not  discern  another;  but  it 
afforded  to  the  minds  of  all  a  visible  image  and  glorious  ap- 
pearance of  God's  having  descended  into  this  temple,  and 
of  his  having  gladly  pitched  his  tabernacle  therein.  So 
these  men  were  intent  upon  this  thought ;  but  Solomon  rose 
up,  for  he  was  sitting  before,  and  used  such  words  to  God 
as  he  thought  agreeable  to  the  divine  nature  to  receive,  and 
fit  for  him  to  give ;  for  he  said,  "  Thou  hast  an  eternal 
house,  O  Lord,  and  such  a  one  as  thou  hast  created  for 
thyself  out  of  thine  own  works ;    we  know  it  to  be  the 

distance  of  almost  three  quarters  of  a  mile,  confutes  that  notion  of  the  modern  Jews, 
and  followed  by  many  Christians  also*  as  if  those  two  were,  after  a  sort,  one  and 
the  same  mountain :  for  which  there  is,  I  think,  very  little  foundation. 
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heaven,  and  the  air,  and  the  earth,  and  the  sea,  which  thou 
pervadest,  nor  art  thou  contained  within  then*  limits.  I 
have  indeed  built  this  temple  to  thee,  and  thy  name,  that 
from  thence,  when  we  sacrifice,  and  perform  sacred  opera- 
tions, we  may  send  our  prayers  up  into  the  air,  and  may 
cons  tan  lly  believe  that  thou  art  present,  and  art  not  remote 
from  wbat  is  thine  own  ;  for  neither  when  thou  seest  all 
things,  and  hearest  all  things,  nor  now,  when  it  pleases  thee 
to  dwell  here,  dost  thou  leave  off  the  care  of  all  men,  hut 
rather  thou  art  very  near  to  them  all,  but  especially  thou 
art  present  to  thoi^e  that  address  themselves  to  thee,  whether 
by  night  or  by  day,"  When  he  had  thus  solemnly  ad- 
dressed himself  to  God,  he  converted  his  discourse  to  the 
multitude,  and  strongly  represented  the  power  and  provi- 
dence of  God  to  them;  how  he  liad  shown  all  things  that 
were  come  to  pass  to  David  his  father,  as  many  oi'  those 
things  had  already  come  to  pass,  and  the  rest  would  cer- 
tainly come  to  pass  hereafter;  and  how  he  had  given  him 
his  name,  and  told  to  David  what  he  should  he  called  before 
he  M'as  born;  and  foretold,  that  when  he  should  be  king 
after  his  father*s  death,  he  should  build  him  a  temple,  wdiich 
since  they  saw  accomplished,  according  to  bis  prediction,  he 
i-equired  them  to  hless  God,  and  by  believing  him,  from 
the  sight  of  what  they  had  seen  accomplished,  never  to 
despair  of  any  thing  that  he  had  promised  for  the  future,  in 
order  to  their  happiness,  or  suspect  that  it  would  not  come 
to  pass, 

3.  When  the  king  had  thus  discoursed  to  the  nmltitude, 
he  looked  again  towards  the  temple,  and  lifting  up  his  right 
hand  to  the  multitude,  he  said,  **  It  is  not  possible  by  what 
men  can  do  to  return  sufficient  thanks  to  God  for  his 
benefits  bestowed  upon  them,  for  the  Deity  stands  in  need 
of  nothing,  and  is  above  any  such  requital ;  but  so  far  as  we 
liave  been  made  superior,  O  Lord,  toother  animals  by  thee. 
It  becomes  us  to  bless  thy  Majesty,  and  it  is  necessary  for 
ua  to  return  thee  thanks  for  what  thou  hast  bestowed  upon 
our  house,  and  on  the  Hebrew  people;  for  with  what  other 
instrument  can  we  better  appease  thee,  when  thou  art  angry 
at  us,  or  more  properly  preserve  thy  favour,  than  with  our 
voice  ;  which,  as  we  have  it  from  the  air,  so  do  we  know 
'that  by  that  air  it  ascends  upwards  [towards  thee].  I  there- 
I'fore  ought  myself  to  return  thee  thnnks  thereby,  in  the  first 
ralace,  concerning  my  father,  whom  thou  hast  raided  from 
obscurity  unto  so  great  joy  ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  con- 
cerning myself,  since  thou  hast  performed  all  that  thou  hast 
promised  unto  this  very  day  ;  and  I  beseech  thee,  for  the 
time  to  come,  to  afford  us  whatsoever  thou,  O  God,  hast 
power  to  bestow  on  such  as  thou  dost  esteem ;  and  to  aug- 
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ment  our  house  for  all  ages,  ad  thou  hast  promised  to  David 
my  father  to  do,  both  in  his  lifetime  and  at  hia  death,  that 
our  kingdom  shall  continue,  and  that  his  posterity  should 
successively  receive  it  to  ten  thousand  generations.  Do  not 
thou  therefore  fail  to  give  us  these  blessings,  and  to  bestow 
on  my  children  that  virtue  in  which  thou  delightest!  and 
besides  all  this,  I  humbly  beseech  thee,  that  thou  wilt  let 
some  portion  of  thy  Spirit  come  down  and  inhabit  in  this 
temple,  that  thou  mayest  appear  to  be  with  us  upon  earth. 
As  to  thyself,  the  entire  heavens,  and  the  immensity  of  the 
things  that  are  therein,  are  but  a  small  habitation  for  tfaee^ 
much  more  is  this  poor  temple  so ;  but  I  entreat  thee  to 
keep  it  as  thine  own  house,  from  being  destroyed  by  our 
enemies  for  ever,  and  to  take  care  of  it  as  thine  own  posses^ 
sion ;  but  if  this  people  be  found  to  have  siimed,  and  be 
thereupon  afflicted  by  thee  with  any  plague,  because  of  their 
sin,  as  with  dearth,  or  pestilence,  or  any  other  affliction 
which  thou  usest  to  inflict  on  those  that  transgress  any  of 
thy  holy  laws,  and  if  they  fly  all  of  them  to  this  templei 
beseeching  thee,  and  begging  of  thee  to  deliver  them,  then 
do  thou  hear  their  prayers,  as  being  within  thine  house^ 
and  have  mercy  upon  them,  and  deliver  them  from  their 
afflictions  !  nay,  moreover,  this  help  is  what  I  implore  of 
thee,  not  for  the  Hebrews  only,  when  they  are  in  distress, 
but  when  any  shall  come  hither  from  any  ends  of  the  world 
whatsoever,  and  shall  return  from  their  sins  and  implore  thy 
pardou,  do  thou  then  pardon  them,  and  hear  their  prayer; 
for  hereby  all  shall  learn  that  thou  thyself  wast  pleased 
with  the  building  of  this  house  for  thee ;  and  that  we  are 
not  ourselves  of  an  unsociable  nature,  nor  behave  ourselves 
like  enemies  to  such  as  are  not  of  our  own  people,  but  are 
willing  that  thy  assistance  should  be  communicated  by  thee 
to  all  men  in  common,  and  that  they  may  have  the  enjoy- 
ment of  thy  benefits  bestowed  upon  them.'* 

4.  When  Solomon  had  said  this,  and  had  cast  himself 
upon  the  ground,  and  worshipped  a  long  time,  he  rose  up 
and  brought  sacrifices  to  the  altar ;  and  when  he  had  filled 
it  with  unblemished  victims,  he  most  evidently  discovered 
that  God  had  with  pleasure  accepted  of  all  that  he  had 
sacrificed  to  him,  for  there  came  a  fire  running  out  of  the 
air,  and  rushed  with  violence  upon  the  altar,  in  the  sight  of 
all,  and  caught  hold  of  and  consumed  the  sacrifices*  Now, 
when  this  divine  appearance  was  seen,  the  people  supposed 
it  to  be  a  demonstration  of  God's  abode  in  the  temple,  and 
were  pleased  with  it,  and  fell  down  upon  the  ground,  and 
worshipped.  Upon  which  the  king  began  to  bless  God^ 
and  exhorted  the  multitude  to  do  the  same,  as  now  having 
iiifflctent   indications  of    God's   favourable    disposition   to 
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tbei« ;  and  to  pray  that  they  might  always  have  the  like  in- 
dkations  from  him,  and  that  he  woiikl  preserve  in  them  a 

mind  pure  from  all  wickedness,  in  righteousness  and  re- 
ligious worship,  and  that  they  might  continue  in  the  observ- 
ation of  tliose  precepts  which  God  had  given  them  by 
Moses,  because  by  that  means  the  Hebrew  nation  wouhl  be 
happy j  and  indeed  the  most  blessed  of  all  nations  among  all 
mankind.  lie  exhorted  them  also  to  be  mindful,  that  by 
what  methods  they  hatl  attained  their  present  good  things, 
by  the  same  they  must  preserve  them  sure  to  themselves^ 
and  make  them  greater,  and  more  than  they  were  at  pre- 
sent; for  that  it  was  not  sulKcieot  for  them  to  suppose  they 
had  received  them  on  account  of  their  piety  and  righteous* 
ness,  but  that  they  had  no  other  way  of  presernng  them 
for  the  time  to  come;  for  that  it  is  not  so  great  a  thing  for 
men  to  acquire  somewhat  which  they  want,  as  to  preserve 
what  they  have  acquired,  and  to  be  guilty  of  no  sin,  whereby 
it  may  be  hurt, 

5.  So  when  the  king  had  spoken  thus  to  the  multitude, 
he  dissolved  the  congregation,  hut  not  till  he  had  completed 
bis  oblations,  both  for  himself  and  for  the  Hebrews,  inso- 
much  that  he  sacrificed  twenty  and  two  thousand  oxen,  and 
a  hundred  and  twenty  thousand  sheep ;  for  then  it  was  that 
the  temple  did  first  of  all  taste  of  the  victims ;  and  all  the 
Hebrews,  with  their  wives  and  children,  feasted  therein : 
nay,  besides  this,  the  king  then  observed  splendidly  and 
ma|rnificently  the  feast  which  is  called  the  Feast  of  Taber- 
nacles, before  the  temple,  for  twice  seven  days,  and  he  then 
feasted  together  with  all  the  people. 

6.  When  all  these  solemnities  were  abundantly  satisfied, 
and  nothing  was  omitted  that  concerned  the  divine  worship, 
the  king  dismissed  them  ;  and  every  one  went  to  their  own 
homes,  giving  thanks  to  the  king  for  the  care  he  had  taken 
of  them,  and  the  works  be  bad  done  for  them  ;  and  praying 
to  God  to  preserve  Solomon  to  be  their  king  for  a  long  time. 
They  also  took  their  journey  home  with  rejoicing,  and 
making  merry,  and  singing  hymns  to  God :  and  indeed  the 
pleasure  they  enjoyed,  took  away  the  sense  of  the  pains  they 
all  underwent  in  their  journey  home.  So  when  they  had 
brought  the  ark  into  the  temple,  and  had  seen  its  greatness, 
and  how  fine  it  was^  and  had  been  partakers  of  the  many 
sacrifices  that  had  been  offered,  and  of  the  festivals  that  had 
been  solemnized,  they  every  one  returned  to  their  own  cities* 
But  a  drenni  that  appeared  to  the  king  in  bis  sleep,  informed 
him,  that  God  had  heard  his  prayers  ;  and  that  he  would 
not  only  preserve  the  temple,  but  would  always  abide  in  it; 
th«t  is,  in  case  his  posterity  and  the  whole  multitude  would 
be  righteous.     And  for  himself,  it  said,  that  if  he  continued 
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according  to  the  admonitions  of  his  father,  he  would  advance  ■ 

him  to  an  immense  degiee  of  dignity  and  happiness^  and  tliat 

then  his  posterity  should  be  kings  of  that  country,  of  the 

[  tribe  of  Judah,  for  ever ;  but  that  still,  if  he   should  be 

(found  a  betrayer  of  the  ordinances  of  the  law,  and  forget 

I  them,  and   turn  away  to  the  worship  of  strange  gods,   he 

Would  cut  him  off  by  the  roots,  and  would  neither  suffer  any 

remainder  of  his  family  to  continue,  nor  would  overlook  the 

Eeople  of  Israel^  or  preserve  them  any  longer  from  afflictions, 
ut  would  utterly  destroy  them  with  ten  thousand  wars  and 
I  tnisfortunes ;  would  cast  them  out  of  the  land  which  he  had 
I  given  their  fathers,  and  make  them  sojourners  in  strangd 
[  landa ;  and  deliver  that  temple  which  was  now  built,  to  be 
I  burnt  and  spoiled  by  their  enemies ;  and  that  city  to  be 
I  utterly  overthrown  by  the  hands  of  their  enemies  *»  and 
make  their  miseries  deserve  to  be  a  proverb^  and  such  as 
,  should  very  hardly  be  credited  for  their  stu])endous  magni- 
tude, till  their  neighbours,  when  they  should  hear  of  them, 
I  should  wonder  at  their  calamities,  and  very  earnestly  inquire 
i  for  the  occasion,  why  the  Hebrews,  who  had  been  so  far 
[advanced  by  God  to  such  glory  and  w^ealth,  should  be  then 
I  to  hated  by  him  I  And  that  the  answer  that  should  be  made 
I  by  the  remainder  of  the  people  should  be,  by  confessing 
I  their  sins,  and  their  transgression  of  the  laws  of  their 
[country.  Accordingly,  we  liave  it  transmitted  to  us  in 
Iwriting,  that  thus  did  God  speak  to  Solomon  in  his  sleep, 


CHAPTER  V, 


d 


\How  Solomon  built  himself  a  royal  palace ^  very  costly  and 
splendid ;  and  how  he  solved  the  riddles  which  were  seni 
him  by  Hiram, 

LL  After  the  building  of  the  temple,  which,  as  we  have 
ifore  said,  was  finished  in  seven  years,  the  king  laid  the 
foundation  of  his  palace,  which  he  did  not  finish  under 
thirteen  years  ;  for  he  was  not  equally  zealous  in  the  building 
of  this  palace  as  he  had  been  about  the  temple;  for  as  to 
that,  though  it  w^as  a  great  work,  and  required  wonderful 
and  surprising  application,  yet  God,  for  whom  it  was  made, 
so  far  co-operated  therewith,  that  it  was  finished  in  the 
forementioned  number  of  years  ;  but  the  palace,  which  waa 
a  building  much  inferior  in  dignity  to  the  temple,  both  on 
account  that  its  materials  had  not  been  so  long  beforehand 
gotten  ready,  nor  had  been  so  zealously  prepared,  and  on 
account  that  this  was  only  a  habitation  for  kings,  and  iM>t 
for  God,  It  was  longer  in  finishing.     However,  this  building 
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was  raised  so  magiiificendy,  as  suited  the  Happy  state  of  tlie 

Hebrews,  and  of  the  king  thereof:  but  it  is  necessary  that 

I  describe  the  entire  structure  and  disposition  of  the  parts, 

that  so  those  ttiat  light  upon  this  book  may  thereby  make  a 

[-conjecture,  and,  as  it  %vere,  have  a  prospect  of  its  magnitude* 

2,  This  house  was  a  large  and  curious  building,  and  was 

supported  by  many  pillars,  which  Solomon  built  to  contain  a 

I  multitude  for  hearing  causes,  and  taking  cognizance  of  suits. 

It  was  suOiciently  capacious  to  contain  a  great  body  of  men, 

[rwho  would  come  together  to  have  their  causes  determined. 

It  was  a  hundred  cubits  long,  and  fifty  broad,  and  thirty 

Lhigh,  supported  by  quadrangular  pillars,  which  were  all  of 

^cedar  ;  but  its  roof  was  according  to  the  Corinthian  order  % 

vitU  folding  doors,  and  their  adjoining  pillars  of  equal  mag- 

Lnitude,  each  fluted  witfi  three  cavities ;  which  building  was 

^ftt  once  firm  and  very  ornamental.     There  w^as  also  another 

louse  so  ordered,  that  its  entire  breadth  was  placed  in  the 

diddle:    it  was  quadrangular,  and   its  breadth  was  thirty 

llCubits,  having  a  temple  over-against  it,  raised  upon  massy 

illars ;  in  which  temple  there  was  a  large  and  very  glorious 

jom,  wherein  the   king   sat   in  judgment.     To    this   was 

Uoined  another  house,  that  was  built  for  his  queen.     There 

kwere  other  smaller  edifices  for  diet,  and   for  sleep,  after 

public  matters  were  over;  and  these  w^ere  all  floored  with 

Dards  of  cedar.     Some  of  these  Solomon  built  with  stones 

)f  ten  cubits,  and  wainscoted  the  walls  with  other  stones 

that  were  sawed,  and  were  of  great  value,  such  as  are  dug 

lout  of  the  earth  for  the  ornaments  of  temples,  and  to  make 

ifine  prospect.s  in  royal  palaces,  and  which  make  the  mines 

[whence  they  are  dug  fiimous.     Now  the  contexture  of  the 

Icurious  workmanship  of  these  stones  was  in  three  rows,  but 

"ic    fourth    row  would    make   one    admire   its    sculptures, 

pbereby  were  represented  trees,  and  all  sorts  of  plants,  with 

the  shades  that  arose  from  their  branches,  and  leaves  that 

Iiung  down  from  them.    Tliose  trees  and  plants  covered  the 

Btone  that  was  beneath  them,  and  then*  leaves  were  wrought 


^  Thh  mcniion  of  the  Corinthian  oruamenls  of  architeclurc  m  Solomon*s  palnce 

by  JosepluH,  «eems  lo  Ue  liere  set  down  by  woy  of  prolcpsisi ;  for  althoiigh  it  appears 

lio  me  th»nt  the  Greci<in  and  Roman  most  nnciecl  orders  of  architecture  were  luken 

firom  Solomon's  temple,  rs  horn  their  ori<;;iniU  patterns,  yet  it  ia  not  so  clear  that  the 

Flast  and  most  ornamenio,]  order  of  the  Corinthian  was  so  ancieDi,  although  what 

I  the  same  Josephuci  says,  Uf  the  VVnr,  B.  V.  ch.  v.  $  3.  thai  one  of  ihe  gates  of 

Iflerod's  temple  was  birilt  according  to  the  rules  of  this  Corinthian  order,  is  no  way 

llinprobable,  that  order  being,  wilhoyt  dbput*?^  much  o!der  ttiaii  the  reign  of  Herod. 

iflowever,  upon  f-ome  trials  I  confest  I  have  not  hitherto  bet^n  able  fully  to  under- 

ind  the  structure  of  this  palace  uf  Solomon,  either  as  described  in  our  Uihtes,  or 

en  with  the  additional  help  of  thtt  de&cription  here  by  Josephui  ;  only  the 

Ifeader  may  easily  ob&erve  with  me.  that  the  measures  of  this  first  building  in  Jose- 

phus.  1(K)  cubits  lonjg,  and  SO  cubits  bro^td,  are  the  very  r>anje  with  the  area  of  the 

ourt  of  the  tabt;rnacTe  uf  IVIoses,  und  just  ha!f  au  Eg^ptiaa  aroura,  or  acre. 
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fio  prodigious  thin  and  subtile,  that  you  would  think  they 
were  in  motion ;  but  the  other  part,  up  to  the  roof,  wm 
plastered  over,  and,  as  it  were,  embroidered  with  colours 
and  pictures.  He,  moreover,  built  other  edifices  for  plea- 
sure; as  also  very  long  cloisters,  and  those  situate  in  an 
agreeable  place  of  the  palace;  and  among  them  a  most 
glorious  dining-room,  for  feaslings  and  compotattons,  and 
full  of  gold,  and  such  other  furniture  as  so  fine  a  room  ought 
to  have  for  the  conveniency  of  the  guests,  and  where  all  the 
vessels  were  made  of  gold.  Now  it  is  very  hard  to  reckon  up 
the  magnitude  and  the  variety  of  the  royal  apartments ;  how 
many  rooms  there  were  of  the  largest  sort,  how  many  of  a 
bigness  inferior  to  those,  and  how  many  that  were  subter- 
raneous and  invisible  ;  the  curiosity  of  those  that  enjoyed 
the  fresh  air ;  and  the  groves  for  the  most  delightful  pro* 
spect,  for  the  avoiding  the  heat,  and  covering  of  their  boaies. 
And  to  say  all  in  brief,  Solomon  made  the  whole  building 
entirely  of  white  stone,  and  cedar- wood,  and  gold,  and  silver. 
He  also  adorned  the  roofs  and  walls  with  stones  set  in  gold, 
and  beautified  them  thereby  in  the  same  manner  as  he  had 
beautified  the  temple  of  God  with  the  like  stones.  He  also 
made  himself  a  throne  of  prodigious  bigness,  of  ivory,  con- 
structed as  a  seat  of  justice,  and  having  six  steps  to  it ;  on 
every  one  of  which  stood,  on  each  end  of  the  step,  two  lions, 
two  other  lions  standing  above  also;  but  at  the  sitting-place 
of  the  throne,  hands  came  out,  and  received  the  king;  and 
when  he  sat  backward,  he  rested  on  half  a  bullock,  that 
looked  towards  his  back  ;  but  still  all  was  fastened  together 
with  gold. 

3.  When  Solomon  had  completed  all  tlus  in  twenty  years' 
tiine^  because  Hiram  king  of  Tyre  had  contributed  a  great 
deal  of  gold,  and  more  silver  to  these  buildings,  as  also 
cedar- wood  and  pine- wood,  he  also  rewarded  Hiram  with 
rich  presents :  corn  he  sent  him  also  year  by  year,  and  wine 
and  oil,  which  were  the  principal  things  that  he  stood  in 
need  of,  because  he  inhabited  an  island,  as  we  have  already 
said.  And  besides  these,  he  granted  him  certain  cities  of 
Galilee,  twenty  in  number,  that  lay  not  far  from  Tyre ; 
which  when  Hiram  went  to,  and  viewed,  and  did  not  like 
the  gift,  he  sent  word  to  Solomon  that  he  did  not  want  such 
cities  as  they  were;  and  after  that  time  those  cities  were 
called  the  land  of  Cabul  ;  which  name,  if  it  be  interpreted 
according  to  the  language  of  the  Phenicians,  denotes  what 
does  not  please.  Moreover,  the  king  of  Tyre  sent  sophisms 
I  and  enigmatical  sayings  to  Solomon,  and  desired  he  would 
lolve  them,  and  free  them  from  the  ambiguity  that  was  in 
them.  Now  of  so  sagacious  an  understanding  was  Solomon, 
that  none  of  these  problems  were  too  hard  for  him  ;  but  he 
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I  conquered  them  all  bj^  his  reasonings,  and  discovered  their 
hidden  meaning,  and  brought  it  to  light.     Menander  also, 
lone  wlio  translated  the  Tynan  archives  out  of  the  dialect  of 
[the  Pheoicians  into  the  Greek  language,  makes  mention  of 
I  these  two  kings,  where  he  says  thus  :  **  When  Abibalus  was 
[dead,  his  son  Iliram  received  the  kingdom  from  himi  who, 
|-when  he  had   lived  fifty-three  years,   reigned  thirty- four, 
I  He   raised  a  bank   in  the   large  place,  and  dedicated  the 
[golden  pillar  which  is  in  Jupiter\s  temple.     He  also  went 
(and  cut  down  materials  of  timber  out  of  the  mountain  called 
jibanusj  for  the  roof  of  temples ;  and  when  he  had  pulled 
[down  the  ancient  temples,  he  both  built  the  temple  of  Her- 
[cules  and  that  of  Astarte  ;  and  he  first  set  up  the  temple  of 
[Hercules  in  the  month  Peritius  ;  he  also  made  an  expedition 
yainst  the  Euchii  [or  Titii],  who  did  not  pay  their  tribute ; 
id  when  he  had   subdued  them  to   himself  he  returned- 
Jnder  this  king  there  was  Abdemon,  a  very  youth  in  age, 
rho  always  conquered  the  difficult  problems  which  Solomon, 
king  of  Jerusalem,  commanded  him  to  explain."     Dius  also 
Dakes  mention  of  him,  where  he  says  thus:  "When  Abibalus 
ras  dead,  his  son  Hiram  reigned*     He  raised  the  eastern 
parts  of  the  city  higher,   and  made  the  city  itself  larger, 
le  also  joined  the  temple  of  Jupiter,  wliich  before  stood  by 
Iself,  to  the  city,  by  raising  a  bank  in  the  middle  between 
*iem ;  and  he  adorned  it  with  donations  of  gold.     More- 
vev  he  went  up  to  mount  Libanus,  and  cut  down  materials 
^  wood  for  the  building  of  the  temples."     He  says  also, 
liat  "  Solomon,  who  was  then  king  of  Jerusalem,  sent  rid- 
lle^  to  Hiram,  and  desired  to  receive  the  like  from  him ;  but 
lat  he  who  could  not  solve  them  should  pay  money  to  them 
lat  did  solve  them;  and  that  Hiram   accepted  the   con- 
litions  ;  and  when  he  ivas  not  able  to  solve  the  riddles  [pro- 
3sed  by  Solomon],  he  paid  a  great  deal  of  money  for  his 
Ine ;  but  that  he  afterward  did  solve  the  proposed  riddles 
means  of  Abdemon,  a  man  of  Tyre ;  and  that  Hiram  pro- 
posed other  riddles,  which,  when  Solomon  could  not  solve, 
ie  paid  back  a  great  deal  of  money  to  Hiram*'*    This  it  it 
Thich  Dius  wrote. 
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CHAPTER  VI. 

How  Solomon  fortified  the  city  of  Jerusalem^  and  built  greai\ 
ciiieK ;  and  how  he  brought  sorne  of  ike  CanaanUes  imi^X 
subjection^  and  entertained  th^  Queen  of  Egypt  and  of\ 
Ethiopia. 

§  1.  Now  when  the  king  saw  that  the  walls  of  Jentsalem 
stood  in  need  of  being  better  secured,  and  made  stronger  (foe 
he  thought  the  walls  that  encompassed  Jerusalem  ought  to 
correspond  to  the  dignity  of  the  city)  he  both  repaired  them 
and  made  them  higher,  with  great  towers  upon  them;  he 
also  built  cities  which  might  be  counted  among  the  strongest, 
Ha^or  and  Megiddo,  and  the  third  Gezer,  which  had  indeed 
belonged  to  the  Philistines;  but  Pharaoh,  the  king  of  Egjpt, 
bad  made  an  expedition  against  it,  and  besieged  it,  and  taken 
it  by  force ;  and  when  he  had  slain  all  its  inhabitants,  he 
utterly  overthrew  it,  and  gave  it  as  a  present  to  his  daughter 
w^ho  had  been  married  to  Solomon:  for  which  reason  the  king 
rebuilt  it,  as  a  city  that  was  naturally  strong,  and  might  be 
useful  in  wars,  and  the  mutations  ot  affairs  that  sometimes 
happen.  Moreover,  he  built  two  other  cities  not  far  from  it; 
Beth-horon  was  the  name  of  one  of  them,  and  Baalath  of  the 
other.  He  also  built  other  cities  that  lay  conveniently  for 
these,  in  order  to  the  enjoyment  of  pleasures  and  dehcacies 
in  them,  such  as  were  naturally  of  a  good  temperature  of  the 
air,  and  agreeable  for  fruits  ripe  in  their  proper  seasons,  and 
well  watered  with  springs.  Nay,  Solomon  went  as  far  as 
the  desert  above  Syria,  and  possessed  himself  of  it,  and  built 
there  a  very  great  city,  which  was  distant  two  days'  journey 
from  Upper  Syria,  and  one  day*s  journey  from  Euphrates, 
and  six  long  days*  journey  from  Babylon  the  Great.  Now 
the  reason  why  this  city  lay  so  remote  from  the  parts  of  Syria 
that  are  inhabited,  is  this  :  That  below  there  is  no  water  to 
be  had,  and  that  it  is  in  that  place  only  that  there  are  springs 
and  pits  of  water.  When  he  had  therefore  built  this  city, 
and  encompassed  it  with  very  strong  walls,  he  eave  it  the 
name  of  Tadmor;  and  that  is  the  name  it  is  still  called  by 
at  this  day  among  the  Syrians;  but  the  Greeks  name  it 
Palmyra. 

2.  Now  Solomon  the  king  was  at  this  time  engaged  in 
building  these  cities.  But  if  any  inquire  why  all  the  kings 
of  Egypt  from  Menes,  who  built  Memphis,  and  was  many 
years  earlier  than  our  forefather  Abraham^  until  Solomon, 
nvhere  the  interval  was  more  than  one  thousand  three  hundred 
years,  were  called  Pharaohs,  and  took  it  from  one  Pharaoh 
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that  lived  after  the  kings  of  that  interval,  I  think  it  necessary 

to  inform  them  of  it,  and  this  in  order  to  cure  their  ignorance, 

and  to  make  the  occasion  of  that  name  manifest.     Pharaoh, 

ill  the  Egyptian  tongue,  signifies  a  king*",  but  I  suppose  they 

made  use  of  other  names  from  their  chiklhood  ;   but  when 

ithey  were  made  kings,  they  changed  them  into  the  name 

[which,  in  their  own  tongue,  denoted  their  authority  ;  for  thus 

jit  was  also  that  the  kings  of  Alexandria,  who  were  called 

[formerly  by  other  names,  when  they  took  the  kingdom,  were 

I  flamed   Ptolemies,  from  their  first  king.     The  Roman  em- 

Iperors  also  were,  from  their  nativity,  culled  by  other  names, 

jutare  styled  Ciosars,  their  empire  and  their  dignity  imposing 

Ithat  name  upon  them,  and  not  suffering  them  to  continue  in 

'lose  names  which  their  fathers  gave  them.     I  suppose  also 

|jthat  Herodotus  of  Ilaliearnassus,  when  he  said  there  were 

three  hundred  and  thirty  kings  of  Egypt  after  Menes,  who 

"suilt  Memphis,  did  therefore  not  tell  us  their  names,  because 

hey  were  in  common  called  Pharaohs ;  for  when  after  their 

3eath  there  was  a  queen  reigned,  he  calls  her  by  her  name 

Jicaule,  as  thereby  declaring,  that  while  the  kings  were  of 

he  male  line,  and  so  admitted  of  the  same  name,  while  a 

roman  did  not  admit  the  same,  he  did  therefore  set  down 

fchat  her  name,  which  she  could  not  naturally  liave.     As  for 

nyself,  I  have  discovered  from  our  own  books,  that  after 

*haraoh,  the  father-in-law  of  Solomon,   no  other  king  of 

igypt  did  any  longer  use  that  name;  and  that  it  was  after 

hat  time  when  the  fo renamed  queen  of  Egypt  and  Ethiopia 

ime  to  Solomon,  concerning  whom  we  shall  inform  the  reader 

presently  ;  but  I  have  now  made  mention  of  these  things,  that 

may  prove  that  our  books  and  those  of  the  Egyptians  agree 

jgether  in  many  things. 

3.  But  king  Solomon  subdued  to  himself  the  remnant  of 
iie  Canaanites  that  had  not  before  submitted  to  him;  those 
mean  that  dwelt  in  mount  LebarioUi  and  as  far  as  the  city 
lamath ;  and  ordered  them  to  pay  tribute.  He  also  chose 
aut  of  them  every  year  such  as  were  to  serve  him  in  the 
neanest  offices,  and  to  do  his  domestic  works,  and  to  follow 
lusbandry  ;  for  none  of  the  Hebrews  were  servants  [in  such 

■*  Tliii  sigtiLficatioEi  of  the  name  Pharaoh  appears  to  be  true.     But  what  Joseplius 

Ids  pretentlv.  that  no  kicig  of  Kgypl  was  called  Phanioti  after  Solomoo's  father* 
^  'faw»  dcKs  narcUy  agree  to  our  copies,  which  havo  long  aflerwmrds  the  naniee  of 
Pharaoh  Nechoh.  and  Pharaoh  Hophrah.  2  Kiogs,  xxiii.  29;  Jer*  xliv.  30;  beaidea 
'\e  frequent  mcniion  of  that  name  in  the  propbeU.     However,  Joaephus  himself^ 

I  hU  own  speech  to  the  Jews,  Of  the  War*  B.  V»  ch.  ix.  ^  i  ;  speaks  of  Nechao, 
»ho  wa^i  uho  railed  Pharaoh,  as  the  na toe  of  that  king  of  Egypt  with  whom  Ahra- 
Win  was  coocerfied  \  of  which  name  Nechao  yet  we  have  elsewhere  no  mcntioo  lilt 
he  da^t  of  JoAiaht  but  only  of  Pharaoh*  And  indeed  it  nni^t  be  confei>Aed,  that 
lere,  and  £  5,  we  have  more  mi&takcs  made  by  Jo&ephus,  and  tho»e  relating  \o  the 
jogi  of  EgyP*»  *"^  ^  *^^^  queen  of  Kgypt/»od  Ethiopia,  whom  he  suppoees  lo 

ave  cutne  lo  see  Solomon^  than  almost  anywhere  clsu  hi  all  hi&  Antiquities* 
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low  employments ;]  nor  was  it  reasonable  that,  when  God  hud 
brought  so  many  nations  under  their  power,  they  should  de- 
press their  own  people  to  such  mean  offices  of  life^  rather  than 
those  nations;  but  all  the  Israelites  %vere  concerned  in  war- 
like aftairs,  and  were  in  armour,  and  were  set  over  tlie  chariots 
and  the  horses  rather  than  leading  the  life  of  slaves.  He 
appointed  also  five  hundred  and  fitty  rulers  over  those  Ca- 
naanites  who  were  reduced  to  such  domestic  slavery,  who  r*. 
ceived  the  entire  care  of  them  from  the  king,  and  in?' 
them  in  those  labours  and  operations  wherein  he  v 
their  assistance. 

4,  Moreover,  the  king  built  many  ships  in  the  Egyptian 
Bay  of  the  Red  Sea,  in  a  certain  place  called  Ezion-geber: 
it  is  now  called  Berenice,  and  is  not  far  from  the  city  Eloth. 
This  country  belonged  formerly  to  the  Jews,  and  became 
useful  for  shipping,  from  the  donations  of  Hiram,  king  of 
Tyre ;  for  he  sent  a  sufficient  number  of  men  thither  for 
pilots,  and  such  as  were  skilful  in  navigation;  to  whom 
Solomon  gave  this  command :  That  they  should  go  along 
with  his  own  stewards  to  the  land  that  was  of  old  cailea 
Ophir,  but  now  the  Aurea  Chersonesus,  which  belongis  to 
India,  to  fetch  him  gold.  And  when  they  had  gathered  four 
hundred  talents  together,  they  returned  to  the  king  again, 

5.  There  was  tlien  a  woman,  queen  of  Kgypt  and  Ethiopia*; 
she  was  inquisitive  into  philosophy,  and  one  that  on  other 
accounts  also  was  to  be  admired.  When  this  queen  heard 
of  the  virtue  and  prudence  of  Solomon,  she  had  a  great  mind 
to  see  him;  and  the  reports  that  went  every  day  abroad  in- 
duced her  to  come  to  him,  she  being  desirous  to  be  satisHed 
by  her  own  experience,  and  not  by  a  bare  hearing  (for  re- 
ports thus  heard,  are  likely  enough  to  comply  with  a  fais^ 
opinion,  while  they  wholly  depend  on  the  credit  of  the  re- 
lators;) so  she  resolved  to  come  to  him,  and  that  especially, 
in  order  to  have  a  trial  of  his  wisdom,  while  she  proposed 
questions  of  very  great  difficulty,  and  entreated  that  he  would 
solve  their  hidden  meaning.  Accordingly  she  came  to  Jeru* 
salem  with  great  splendour  and  rich  furniture ;  for  abe 
brought  with  her  camels  laden  with  gold,  with  several  aorta 
of  sweet  spices,  and  with  precious  stones.  Now,  upon  thefl 
king*s  kind  reception  of  her,  he  both  showed  a  great  desire  ™ 
to  please  her,  and  easily  comprehending  in  his  mind  the 


•  JImI  thi-^  queen  of  Sheba  vrat  i  qtimn  of  Sahara  in  South  Arabtai  and  oot  ot 
\  ^tffMwnd  Ethiopia,  a!>  Josepbtis  h«re  aia«rti»  it,  I  euppoat,  now  ^eornlly  agrttad; 
•ira  aliiea  SnboeQ  is  well  known  to  be  a  cotintry  near  the  sea  in  tb«  lourh  of  ArabM 
FeliK,  which  lav  floath  from  Judea  also  ;  and  >ince  our  SavioAir  ca1)6  this  quMa 
**  the  queen  of  tW  south/*  ond  &ay&,  *'  she  came  from  th«  utmost  part»  of  the  amrtllw'' 
Matt*  xiu  43  i  Luke,  xi.  dj  ;  i«m«li  descriptions  ngr^e  better  to  this  Arabia  tlita 
(0  Egjpl  and  Kthiopka,  there  U  little  occasion  for  doubting  in  Uiii  matter. 
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meaniog  of  the  curious  questions  she  propounded  to  him,  he 

resolved  them  sooner  than  any  body  could  have  expected. 

So  she  was  amazed  at  the  wisdom  of  Solomon^  and  discovered 

that  it  was  more  excellent  upon  trial  than  what  she  had  heard 

by  report  beforehand;  and  especially  she  was  surprised  at 

( the  fineness  and  largeness  of  his  royal  palace,  and  not  less 

80  at  the  good  order  of  the  apartments,  for  she  observed  that 

the  king  had   therein  shown  great  wisdom;    but  she  was 

beyond  measure  astonished  at  the  house  which  was  called  the 

Forest  of  Lebanon,  as  also  at  the  magnificence  of  his  daily 

table,  and  the  circumstances  of  its  preparation  and  ministra- 

Ltion,  with  the  apparel  of  his  servants  that  waited,  and  the 

T skilful  and  decent  management  of  their  attendance;  nor  was 

I  she  less  affected  with  those  daily  sacrifices  which  were  oflfered 

Llo  God,  and  the  carefal  njanagement  which  the  priests  and 

kLevites  used  about  them.     \\  lien  she  saw  this  done  every 

►day^  she  was  in  the  greatest  admiration  imaginable,  insomuch 

ilhat  she  was  not  able  to  contain  the  surprise  she  was  in,  but 

openly  confessed  how  wonderfully  she  was  affected ;  for  she 

[proceeded  to  discourse  with  the  king,  and  thereby  owned 

Itbut  she  was  overcome  with  admiration  at  the  things  before 

[related ;  and  said,  "  All  things,  indeed,  O  king*  that  came  to 

Jour  knowledge  by  report,  came  with  uncertainty  as  to  our 

t.belief  of  them;  but  as  to  those  good  things  that  to  thee  ap- 

[pertain,  both  such  as  thou  thyself  possessest,  I  mean  wisdom 

md  prudence,  and  the  happiness  thou  hast  from  thy  kingdom, 

certainly  the  same  that  came  to  us  was  no  falsity;  it  was  not 

Lonly  a  true  report,  but  it  related  thy  happiness  after  a  much 

"iwer  manner  than  I  now  see  it  to  be  befure  my  eyes.     For 

us  for  the  report,  it  only  attempted  to  persuade  our  hearing, 

[but  did  not  so  make  known  the  dignity  of  the  things  them- 

Belvea  as  does  the  sight  of  them,  and  being  present  among 

tthem«     I,  indeed  1  who  did  not  believe  what  was  reported,  by 

eason  of  the  multitude  and  grandeur  of  the  things  I  inquired 

ibout,  do  see  them  to  be  much  more  numerous  than  they 

[were  reported  to  be*     Accordingly,  I  esteem  the  Hebrew 

people,  as  well  as  tliy  servants  and  friends,  to  be  happy,  who 

lenjoy   thy   presence  and   hear  thy  wisdom  every  tlay  con- 

liiiually.     One  would  therefore  bless  God,  who  hath  so  loved 

llhis  country,  and  those  that  inhabit  therein,  as  to  make  thee 

Ling  over  them." 

6-  Now  when  the  queen  had  thus  demonstrated  in  words 

low  deeply  the  king  had  alFected  her,  her  disposition  w^as 

known  by  certain  presents,  for  she  gave  him  twenty  talents 

Ipf  gold,  and  an  immense  quantity  of  spices  and  precious 

latones.     They  say  also  that  we  possess  the  root  of  that 

'"balsam   which    our   country   still    bears   by   this   woman^s 


47S        ANTIQllTIES  OF  THE  JEWS-    [book  vjii. 

gifts     Solomon  also  repaid  her  with  many  good  thiugs^  and 

principally  by  bestowing  upon  her  what  she  chose  of  her  own 

^inclination,  for  there  was  nothing  that  she  desired  which  he 

I  denied  her ;  and  as  he  was  very  generous  and  hberal  in  his 

own  temper,  so  did  he  show  the  greatness  of  his  soul  in 

[bestowing  upon  her  what  she  herself  desired  of  him.     So 

rhen  this  queen  of  Ethiopia  had  obtained  what  we  have 

[already  given  an  account  of»  and  had  again  conHiiunicated 

^ to  the  king  what  she  brought  with  her,  she  returned  to 

^own  kingdum. 


CHAPTER  VIL 
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hilow  Solomon  grew  ricft,  and  fell  desperately  in  lore  with 
women t  and  how  Gody  being  incensed  at  it,  raised  up 
Ader  and  Jeroboam  against  him.  Concerning  the  death 
of  Solomon, 

{  1,  About  the  same  time  there  were  brought  to  the  king 
from  the  Aurea  Chersonesusj  a  country  so  called,  precious 
Btones  and  pine-trees,  and  these  trees  he  made  use  of  for 
supporting  the  temple  and  the  palace,  as  also  for  the 
materials  of  musical  instruments,  the  harps,  and  the  psal- 
teries, that  the  Levites  might  make  use  of  them  in  their 
hymns  to  God.  The  wood  which  was  broufrht  to  him  at 
this  time  was  larger  and  finer  than  any  that  had  ever  been 
brought  before  ;  but  let  no  one  imagine  that  these  pine- 
trees  were  like  those  which  are  now  so  named,  and  which 
take  that  their  denomination  from  the  merchants,  who  so 
call  them,  that  they  may  procure  them  to  be  admired  by 
those  that  purchase  them  ;  for  those  we  speak  of  were  to 
the  sight  hke  the  wood  of  the  fig-tree,  hut  were  whiter  and 
more  shining.     Now  w^e  have  said  thus  mucbj  that  nobody 

t  Some  blame  Josepbus  for  supposing  Ibat  the  btbAiii*lTee  might  be  6rst  brouglit 
lout  of  Arabia,  or  Egypt,  or  Ktbiopia,  itilo  Judea,  by  this  queeu  of  Sbeba,  since 
Lievcral  have  said,  that  of  old  no  country  bore  this  precious  baUam  but  Judea ; 
r  yet  itU  not  only  faljie  that  this  bal>*am  was  pecubar  to  Judea,  but  bolb  %ypl  lod 
I  Arabia,  and  jrarticylarly  Sabiraip  had  it  ^  wliicli  last  wa»  that  very  country  whifDce 
L  JosepUus,  if  undtir^tO'iiHl  aot  of  Kthiopia  but  of  Arabia*  intimates  iUh  queen  ini^ht 
I  bring  it  first  into  Judea.  Nor  are  wo  to  §uppoise  that  the  queen  of  Sabirn  could 
'  well  ouiit  ftuch  a  preitent,  as  this  balsam.tTee  would  be  esleeuied  by  Solorooo, 
^in  case  it  were  «hen  almost  peculiar  to  her  own  country:  nor  is  the  meutioA  ot' 
V  balm  or  balsam,  as  earned  by  merchants,  and  sent  as  a  present  out  of  Judea  by 
[Jacob,  to  the  governor  of  Kgypt,  Gen,  xxicvii.  25,  and  xliii.  U,  tobi-  "'  ■ -i  t'^  the 
r  contrary,  «ince  what  wc  there  render  balm  or  balsam »  denotes  ratht'i  '  iqc 

f  Which  we  now  call  Turpentine  of  Chio  or  Cyprus,  the  juice  of  the  i     ,  i  rt*«» 

than  this  precious  haUara*  This  last  U  also  the  same  word  thai  we  elsewhere 
^  reudt;r,  by  the  same  mistake,  BiiltD  of  Gilcad  :  it  shodd  be  rendered  the  Turptu< 

lino  of  Gilead,  Jer.  viii*  22. 
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may  be  ignorant  of  tlie  difference  between  these  sorts  of 
wood,  nor  uuacquainted  with  the  nature  of  the  genmne 
pine-tree ;  and  we  thought  it  botli  a  seasonable  and  humane 
thing  when  we  mentioned  it,  and  the  uses  the  king  made  of 
it,  to  explain  this  difference  so  far  as  we  have  done. 

2.  Now  the  weight  of  gold  that  was  brought  him  was  six 
hundred  and  sixty^six  talents,  not  including  in  that  sum 
what  was  brought  by  the  merchants,  nor  what  the  toparchs 
and  kings  of  Arabia  gave  him  in  presents.  He  also  cast 
two  hundred  targets  of  gold,  each  of  them  weighing  six 
hundred  shekels :  he  also  made  three  hundred  shields, 
every  one  weighing  three  pounds  of  gold,  and  he  had  them 
carried  and  put  into  that  house  which  was  called  the  Forest 
of  Lebanon,  He  also  made  cups  of  gold,  and  of  [precious] 
stones^  for  the  entertainment  of  his  guests,  and  had  them 
atlorned  in  the  most  artificial  manner;  and  he  contrived 
that  all  his  other  furniture  of  vessels  should  be  of  gold,  for 
there  was  nothing  then  to  be  sold  or  bought  for  silver ;  for 
the  king  had  many  ships  which  lay  upon  the  sea  of  Tarsus, 
these  he  commanded  to  carry  out  all  sorts  of  merchandise 
into  the  remotest  nations,  by  the  sale  of  which  silver  and 
gold  were  brought  to  the  king,  and  a  great  quantity  of  ivory, 
and  Ethiopians,  and  apes ;  and  they  finished  their  voyage, 
going  and  returning,  in  three  years'  time. 

3,  Accordingly  there  went  a  great  lame  all  around  the 
neighbouring  countries,  which  proclaimed  the  virtue  ami 
wisdom  of  Solomon,  insomuch  that  all  the  kings  everywhere 
were  desirous  to  see  him,  as  not  giving  credit  to  what  was 
reported,  on  account  of  its  being  almost  incredible:  they 
also  demonstrated  the  regard  they  had  for  him  by  tlie  pre- 
sents  they  made  him;  for  they  sent  him  vessels  of  gold  and 
silver,  and  purple  garments,  and  many  sorts  of  spices,  and 

>  horses,  and  chariots,  and  as  many  mules  for  his  carriages  as 
they  could  find  proper  to  please  the  king's  eyes,  by  their 
strength  and  beauty*  This  addition  that  he  made  to  those 
chariots  and  horses  wliich  he  had  before  from  those  that 
were  sent  him,  augmented  the  nnmber  of  his  chariots  by 
above  four  hundred,  for  he  had  a  thousand  before,  and 
augmented  the  numlier  of  his  horses  by  two  thousand,  for 
he  had  twenty  thousand  before.  These  horses  also  were  so 
much  exercised,  in  order  to  their  making  a  tine  appearance, 
and  running  swiftly,  that  no  others  could,  upon  the  com- 
parison, appear  either  finer  or  swifter;  but  they  were  at 
once  the  most  beautiful  of  all  others,  and  their  swiftness 
was  incomparable  also.  Their  riders  aUo  were  a  further 
ornament  to  them,  being,  in  the  first  place,  young  men  in 
the  most  delightfid  flower  of  their  age,  and  being  eminent 
for  their  largeness,  and  far  taller  than  other  men.    They 
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had  also  very  long  beads  of  hair  haogtn^  down,  and  were 
clothed  in  garments  of  Tyrian  purple.  They  bad  aldo  duae 
of  gold  every  day  sprinkled  on  their  hair,  so  that  their 
beads  sparkled  with  the  reflection  of  the  sun-beaina  from 
the  gold.  The  king  himself  rode  upon  a  chariot  in  the 
midst  of  these  men,  who  were  still  in  armour,  ami  had  their 
bows  fitted  to  them.  He  had  on  a  white  garment «  and 
used  to  take  his  progress  out  of  the  city  in  the  morning 
There  was  a  certain  place,  about  fifty  furlongs  distant  Iron 
Jerusalem,  which  is  called  Etham,  very  pleasant  it  is  in 
fine  gardens,  and  abounding  in  ri%~ulets  of  water'' ;  thither 
did  he  use  to  go  out  in  the  morning,  sitting  on  high  [in  his 
chariot]* 

4.  Now  Solomon  had  a  divine  sagacity  in  all  things,  and 
was  very  diligent  and  studious  to  have  things  done  after  an 
elegant  manner ;  so  he  did  not  neglect  the  care  of  the  ways^ 
but  he  laid  a  causeway  of  black  stone  along  the  roads  thai 
led  to  Jerusalem,  which  was  the  royal  city,  both  to  render 
them  easy  for  travellers,  and  to  manifest  the  grandeur  of 
his  riches  and  government.  He  also  parted  his  chariota« 
and  set  tliem  in  a  regular  order,  that  a  certain  number  of 
them  should  be  in  every  city,  still  keeping  a  few  about  him; 
and  those  cities  he  called  the  cities  of  his  chariots ;  and  the 
king  made  silver  as  plentiful  in  Jerusalem  as  the  stones  in 
the  street;  and  so  multiplied  cedar-trees  in  the  plains  of 
Judea,  which  did  not  grow  there  before,  that  they  were  like 
to  the  multitude  of  common  sycamore-trees.  He  also 
ordained  the  Egyptian  merchants  that  brought  him  their 
merchandise,  to  sell  him  a  chariot,  with  a  pair  of  horsea» 
for  six  hundred  drachmae  of  silver,  and  he  sent  them  to  the 
kings  of  Syria,  and  to  those  kings  that  were  beyond  Eu- 
phrates. 

5.  But  although  Solomon  w^as  become  the  most  glorious 
of  kings,  and  the  best  beloved  by  God,  and  had  exceeded  in 
wisdom  and  riches  those  that  had  been  rulers  of  the  He- 
brews before  him,  yet  did  not  he  persevere  in  this  happy 
state  till  he  died.  Nay,  he  forsook  the  observation  of  the 
laws  of  his  father,  and  came  to  an  end  no  way  suitable  tO 
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•  Whether  fhe?ie  fine  gartlenf  and  rivulets  of  Elham,  about  5\\  mues  fiom 
Jeru»aTem,  whither  Solomoti  rode  s<»  often  in  itate,  be  uot  those  alluded  lo, 
Ecclcf*  ii.  5»  6;  where  he  lave*  **  Ho  made  him  giirdens  and  orchards,  iod 
plaiiilcd  trees  in  them  of  all  Kinus  of  fruits ;  he  made  him  pools  of  water,  to  water 
the  wood  that  bnng^th  forth  trees i"  and  to  the  finest  part  whereof  he  seemf  to 
allude*  w\\tn,  in  ih«  Cnntkles,  he  compares  his  ApouM  to  a  '*  gaiden  eneloted/* 
tot  '*  spnn^  ihut  up/'  to  a  **  fountaia  sealed,"  chap.  iv.  12,  (pert  of  which 
fountains  arc  still  extant,  as  Mr.  r^Iaundrell  informs  vh,  page  87»  88,)  cannot  now 
l>e  certainly  detcrminfid,  but  may  be  very  probably  conjeciured*  But,  whether 
thlfl  Etlkam  has  any  relation  to  those  rivers  of  Btbam,  which  providence  once  dried 
up  in  a  miracutons  manner,  Tsdm,  Itiiv,  15,  m  the  Septuagint,  I  ctnoot  lay* 
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our  foregoing  history  of  him.  He  grew  niad  in  bis  love  of 
women,  and  laid  no  restraint  on  himself  in  his  lusts ;  nor 
was  he  satisHed  with  the  women  of  his  country  alone,  but  he 
married  many  wives  out  of  foreign  nations  ;  J^idonians,  and 
Tyrians,  and  Ammonites,  and  Edomltes;  and  he  trans- 
gressed the  laws  of  Moses,  which  forbade  Jews  to  marry 
any  but  those  that  were  of  their  own  people.  He  also 
began  to  worship  their  gods,  which  he  did  in  order  to  the 

f-atification  of  his  wives,  and  out  of  his  affection  for  them, 
his  very  thing  our  legislator  suspected,  and  so  admonished 
us  beforehand,  that  we  ^should  not  marry  women  of  other 
countries,  lest  we  should  be  entangled  with  foreign  customs, 
and  apostatize  from  our  own ;  lest  we  should  leave  off  to 
honour  our  own  God,  and  should  worship  their  gods.  But 
Solomon  was  fallen  headlong  into  unreasonable  pleasures, 
and  regarded  not  those  admonitions;  for  when  he  had 
married  seven  hundred  wives",  the  daughters  of  princes, 
and  of  eminent  persons,  and  three  hundred  concubines,  and 
these  besides  the  king  of  Egypt's  daughter,  he  soon  was 
governed  by  them,  till  he  came  to  imitate  their  practices. 
He  was  forced  to  give  them  this  demonstration  of  his  kind- 
ness and  affection  to  them,  to  live  according  to  the  laws  of 
their  countries.  And  as  he  grew  into  years,  and  his  reason 
became  weaker  by  length  of  time^  it  was  not  sufHcient  to 
recall  to  his  mind  the  institutions  of  his  own  country ;  so  he 
still  more  and  more  contemned  his  own  God,  and  continued 
to  regard  the  gods  that  his  marriages  had  introduced  :  nay, 
before  this  happened,  he  sinned,  and  fell  into  an  error  about 
the  observation  of  the  laws,  when  he  made  the  images  of 
brazen  oxen  that  supported  the  brazen  sea^,  and  the  images 
of  lions  about  his  own  throne;  for  these  he  made,  although 
it  was  not  agreeable  to  piety  so  to  do  j  and  this  he  did,  not- 
withstanding that  he  had  his  father  as  a  most  excellent  and 
domestic  pattern  of  virtue,  and  knew  what  a  glorious  cha- 
racter he  bad  left  behind  him,  because  of  his  piety  towards 

•  Theie  700  wivei,  or  the  daughters  of  gre»t  raeo,  »Dd  the  300  concubines,  the 
daiightcn  of  the  ignoble,  ntake  1000  ici  «ll ;  ami  are,  I  »uppofte,  ihuse  very  lOOO 
womeD  infimaied  et&cwhert;  by  Solomon  hims^eU,  when  ho  speuWs  of  his  not  having 
found  one  [f^oodj  woman  among  (hat  very  number,  Eccles.  vii.  28. 

f  Jotephus  if  here  certainly  too  severe  upon  Solomon,  who,  in  milking  tbo 
cbeniblms  and  these  twelve  braicn  oi^n,  seem»  to  have  done  no  more  than  imitata 
the  patterns  left  him  by  David  t  which  were  all  given  llavid  by  divine  inspiration^ 
See  my  description  of  the  temples,  chap*  it.;  and  although  God  gave  no  direction 
for  the  lions  that  adorned  hi&  throne,  yet  does  not  Solomon  s<L'um  tlK*ri;if%  to  have 
broken  any  law  of  Mo«es  ;  for  alihouj^h  the  Pharisees  aoti  btter  Rabbins  have  ex- 
tended the  second  commandment,  to  forbid  the  very  making  of  any  image,  though 
without  any  intention  to  have  it  worshipped,  yet  do  not  1  iiuppose  that  Solumod 
■o  itndei  stood  it,  nor  that  it  ought  to  be  hO  underslood,  J  he  making  any  other 
iltar  for  worahiu  but  that  at  the  tabernacle,  wa£  equally  forbidden  by  Moset, 
Aoliq.  B.  1 V.  cn«  viii,  $  5 ;  yet  did  not  the  two  tribes  and  m  half  o^od  when 
they  made  an  altar  for  a  memoiial  only,  Josh,  xxii  ^  Antiq.  B,  V'.ch.  i.  §  26,  27. 
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fGod;  nor  did  he  imitate  David,  although  God  had  twice 
appeared  to  him  in  his  sleep,  and  exhorted  him  to  imitate 
his  father :  so  he  died  ingloriously.  There  came  therefore 
a  prophet  to  him,  who  was  sent  by  God,  and  told  hliu  that 
his  wicked  actions  were  not  concealed  from  God ;  and 
threatened  him  that  he  should  not  long  rejoice  in  what  he 
had  done:  that  indeed  the  kingdom  should  not  be  takea 
from  him  while  he  was  aUve,  because  God  iiad  promised  to 
his  father  David  that  he  would  make  him  his  successor,  but 
that  he  would  take  care  that  this  should  befall  his  son  when 
he  was  dead;  not  that  he  would  withdraw  all  the  people 
from  him,  but  that  he  would  give  ten  tribes  to  a  servant  of 
his,  and  leave  only  two  tribes  to  David*s  grandson  for  bis 
sake,  because  he  loved  God.  and  for  the  sake  of  the  city  of 
Jerusalem,  wherein  he  should  have  a  temple, 

(>.  When  Solomon  heard  this  he  was  grieved,  and  great Jy 
confounded,  upon  this  change  of  almost  all  that  happiJieas 
which  had  made  him  to  be  admired,  into  so  bad  a  state  ;  nor 
had  there  much  time  passed  after  the  prophet  had  foretold 
what  was  coming,  before  God  raised  up  an  enemy  against 
him,  whose  name  was  Ader,  who  took  tlie  following  occasion 
of  his  enmity  to  him:  He  was  a  child  of  the  stock  of  the 
lulumites,  and  of  the  blood  royal ;  and  when  Jiiab,  the 
captain  of  David's  host,  laid  waste  the  land  of  Edom,  and 
destroyed  all  that  were  men  grown,  and  able  to  bear  arms» 
for  six  months'  time,  this  Hadad  fled  away,  and  came  to 
Pharaoh,  the  king  of  Egypt,  who  received  him  kindly,  and 
assigned  him  a  house  to  dwell  in,  and  a  country  to  supply 
him  with  food  ;  and  when  he  was  grown  up  he  loved  him 
exceedingly,  insomuch  that  he  gave  him  his  wife's  sister, 
whose  name  was  Tahpenes,  to  wife,  by  whom  he  had  a  8on> 
Mho  was  brought  up  with  the  king's  children.  When  Hadad 
heard  in  Egypt  that  both  David  and  Joah  were  dead,  he 
came  to  Pharaoh,  and  desired  that  he  would  permit  him  to 
go  to  his  own  country  :  upon  which  the  king  asked  what  il 
was  that  he  wanted,  and  what  hardship  he  had  met  with, 
that  he  was  so  desirous  to  leave  him;  and  when  he  was  often 
troublesome  to  him,  and  entreated  him  to  dismiss  liini,  he 
did  not  then  du  it.  But  at  the  time  when  Solomon's  atlairs 
began  to  grow  worse,  on  account  of  his  forementioned 
transgressions  %  and  God's  anger  against  him  for  the  same, 
Iladad,  by  Pharaoh's  permission,  came  to  Edom;  and  when 


I 


'  Siocc  the  beginning  of  Solnmon*s  evil  Hfe  and  odvenity  was  the  time  when 
Httdttd  or  Ader,  wlio  was  born  at  ka»t  20  or  30  years  before  Solomon  came  to  tlic 
crowo,  HI  the  dn^s.  ol  David,  began  to  ^vc  him  dlsturbiiDpe,  lhi»  implte»  ibat 
SolomoD's  cvtL  lite  bcgdii  t'^fly.  ^nd  continued  vor^  long,  which  th«  multitude  »( 
hit  wives  mud  concubines  does'imply  al&o.  1  suppose^  when  ho  wa^  tiat  fifty  yoar* 
of  age. 
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he  was  not  able  to  make  tlie  people  forsake  Solomon,  for  it 
was  kept  nmler  by  many  garrisons*  and  an  innovaliun  wu5 
not  to  be  made  with  safety,  lie  removed  thenee,  and  came 
into  Syria  J  there  he  Ht  upon  one  Rezon^  who  had  run 
away  from  Hadadezer,  king  of  Zobah,  his  master,  and  was 
become  a  robber  in  that  country,  and  joined  friendship  with 
him,  wlio  had  already  a  band  of  robbers  about  him.  ^io  he 
went  up,  and  seized  upon  that  part  of  Syria,  and  was  made 
king  tliereof.  He  also  made  incursions  into  the  land  of 
Israel,  and  did  it  no  small  mischief,  and  spoiled  it,  and  tliat 
in  the  lifetime  of  Solomon.  And  this  was  the  calamity  which 
tlie  Hebrews  suftered  by  Hadad. 

7.  There  was  also  one  of  Solomon's  own  nation  that  made 
an  attempt  against  him,  Jeroboam  the  son  of  Ncbat»  who 
had  an  expectation  of  rising,  from  a  prophecy  that  had  been 
made  to  him  long  before.  He  was  left  a  child  by  bis  father, 
and  brought  up  by  his  mother;  and  when  Solomon  saw  that 
he  was  of  an  active  and  bold  disposition,  he  made  him  the 
curator  of  the  walls  which  he  built  round  about  Jerusalem ; 
and  he  took  such  care  of  those  works,  that  the  king  approved 
of  his  behaviour,  and  gave  him,  as  a  reward  fur  the  same, 
the  charge  of  the  tribe  of  Joseph,  And  when  about  that 
time  Jeroboam  was  once  going  out  of  Jerusalem,  a  prophet 
of  the  city  Shilo,  whose  name  was  Ahijah,  met  him  and 
saluted  him ;  and  when  he  had  taken  him  a  little  aside,  to  a 
place  out  of  the  way,  where  there  was  not  one  other  person 
present,  lie  rent  the  garment  he  had  on  into  twelve  pieces, 
and  bid  Jeroboam  take  ten  of  them  ;  and  told  him  before- 
hand, that  **  this  is  the  will  of  God;  he  will  part  the  dominion 
of  Solomon,  and  give  one  tribe,  with  that  which  is  next  it, 
to  his  son,  because  of  the  promise  made  to  David  for  his 
succession,  and  will  give  ten  tribes  to  thee,  because  Solomon 
hath  sinned  against  liim,  and  delivered  up  himself  to  women, 
and  to  their  gods.  Seeing  therefore  thou  knowest  the  cause 
for  which  God  hath  changed  his  mind,  and  is  alienated  from 
Solomon,  be  thou  righteous  and  keep  the  laws,  because  he 
hath  proposed  to  thee  the  greatest  of  all  rewards  for  thy 
piety,  and  the  honour  thou  slialt  pay  to  God,  namely,  to  be 
as  greatly  exalted  as  thou  knowest  David  to  have  been." 

8,  So  Jeroboam  was  elevated  by  these  words  of  the 
prophet ;  and  being  a  young  man ",  of  a  warm  temper,  and 
ambitious  of  greatness,  he  could  not  be  quiet ;  and  when  he 


•  This  youth  of  JcToboam,  when  Solomon  bultt  ihc  walls  of  Jerusalem,  not  very 
long  after  lie  had  6nt!ihed  his  twenty  ^cars  builditig  of  the  temple  and  hU  own 
mitttce,  or  not  very  toug  afier  tho  iwenly-faunh  of  hts  mjro*  I  Kings,  ix,  24 ; 
2  Chfon*  viii.  11  ;  and  bU  youth  hero  still  mentioned,  when  Solomon**  wickodoeas 
was  become  intolerable,  fuUy  confirm  my  former  observation  that  such  his  wicked- 
eaii  early  and  coatiQtied  very  long.    See  Eccloi*  ^Ivii.  H. 


478         ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS,    [book  tto. 

had  80  great  a  charge  in  the  government,  and  called  to  mind 
^hat  hud  been  revealed  to  him  by  Ahijahj  he  endeavoured 
to  persuade  the  people  to  forsake  Solomon,  to  make  a  dis- 
turbance, and  to  bring  the  government  over  to  himself;  bot 
I  when  Solomon  understood  his  intention  and  treachery,  he 
i  iought  to  catch  him  and  kill  him;  but  Jeroboam  was  informed 
[of  it  beforehand,  and  fled  to  Shishak,  the  king  of  Egypt, 
there  abode  till  the  death  of  Solomon;  by  which  means 
gained  these  two  advantages,  to   sufter  no  harm  from 
f  Solomon,  and  to  be  preserved  for  the  kingdom.    So  Solomon 
J  died  when  he  was  already  an  old  man»  having  reigned  eighty 
[years,  and  lived  ninety-four.     He  was  buried  in  Jeni3aTem« 
j  laving  been  superior  to  all  other  kings  in  happiness,  and 
mches,  and  wisdom,  excepting  that  when  he  was  growing 
I  into  years  he  was  deluded  by  women,  and  transgressed  the 
jlaw;    concerning   which    transgressions,   and   the   miseriet 
[which  befell  the  Hebrews  thereby,  I  think  proper  to  di»- 
eourse  at  another  opportunity. 


I 


CHAPTER  VIII, 


Tow,  mon  the  death  of  Solomon^  the  people  /orsook  Hi 
son  ttehoboam,  and  ordained  Jeroboam  ktng  over  the  i€n 
tribes. 

L  Now  when  Solomon  was  dead,  and  his  son  Rehoboam 
(who  was  born  of  an  Ammonite  wife,  whose  name  waa 
Naamah)  had  succeeded  him  in  the  kingdom,  the  rulers  of 
the  multitude  sent  immediately  into  Egypt,  and  called  back 
Jeroboam ;  and  when  he  was  come  to  them,  to  the  city 
Shechem,  Rehoboam  came  to  it  also,  for  he  had  resolved  to 
declare  himself  king  to  the  Israelites,  while  they  were  there 

Sathered  together.  So  the  rulers  of  the  people  as  well  rb 
eroboam,  came  to  him,  and  besought  him,  and  said  that  he 
ought  to  relax,  and  to  be  gentler  than  his  father,  in  the 
ervitude  he  had  imposed  on  them,  because  they  had  borne 
heavy  yoke,  and  that  then  they  should  be  better  affected 
to  him,  and  be  well  contented  to  serve  him  under  his  modermte 
government,  and  should  do  it  more  out  of  love  than  fear; 
but  Rehoboam  told  them  they  should  come  to  him  agaui  in 
three  days'  time,  when  he  would  give  an  answer  to  their 
request.  This  delay  gave  occasion  to  a  present  suspicion, 
since  he  had  not  given  them  a  favourable  answer  to  their 
mind  immediately,  for  they  thought  that  he  shoidd  have 
given  them  a  humane  answer  off-hand,  especially  since  be 
was  but  young.    However,  they  thought  that  his  consultation 


I 
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about  it,  and  that  he  did  not  presently  give  them  a  denial^ 
afibrded  tliem  some  good  hope  of  success. 

2*  Rehoboam  now  called  his  father's  friends,  and  advised 

with  them  wliat  sort  of  answer  he  ought  to  give   to  the 

auhitnde  :    upon  which   they  gave  him  the  advice  w^hich 

became  friends,  and  those  that  knew  the  temper  of  such  a 

Itnultitude.     They   advised   him   to   speak   in  a  way  more 

fpopular  than  suited  the  grandeur  of  a  king,   because  he 

IHFould  tliereby  oblige  them  to  subnnt  to  him  with  good- will, 

[It  being  most  agreeable  to  subjects  that  their  kings  should 

t  almost  upon  the  level  with  them  ;  but  Rehoboam  rejected 

[lis  so  good,  and  in  general  so  profitable  advice  (it  was  such 

least,  at  that  time  when  he  was  to  be  made  king),  God 

tiimself,  I  suppose*  causing  what  was  most  advantageous  to 

ie  condemned  by  him.     So  he  called  for  the  young  men  who 

irere  brouglit  up  with  him,  and  told  them  what  advice  the 

elders  had  given  him,  and  bid  them  speak  what  they  thought 

le  ought  to  do.     They  advised  him  to  give  the  following 

iswer  to  the  people  (for  neither  their  youth  nor  God  him- 

lelf  suffered  them  to  discern  what  was  best) :  That  his  little 

Inger  should  be  thicker  than  his  father*s  loins ;  and  if  they 

iad  met  with    hard   usage   from    his   father,  they  should 

experience  much  rougher  treatment  from  him;  and  if  his 

^ither  had  chastised  them  with  whips,  they  must  expect 

that  he  would  do  it  with  scorpions  ^     The  king  was  pleased 

nth  this  advice,  and  thought  it  agreeable  to  the  dignity  of 

lis  government  to  give  them  such  an  answer.     Accordingly, 

rhen  the  multitude  was  come  together  to  hear  his  answer 

&n  the  third  day,  all  the  people  were  in  great  expectation, 

Und  very  intent  to  hear  what  the  king  would  say  to  them, 

md  supposed  they  should  hear  somewhat  of  a  kind  nature; 

^ut  he  passed  by  his  friends,  and  answered  as  the  young 

len  had  given  him  counsel.     Now  this  was  done  according 

to  the  will  of  God,  that  what  Ahijah  had  foretold  might 

come  to  pass. 

3,  By  these  words  the  people  were  struck,  as  it  were,  by 
in  iron  hammer,  and  were  so  grieved  at  the  words,  as  if  they 
aad  already  felt  the  effects  of  them  j  and  they  had  great 
indignation  at  the  king;  and  all  cried  out  aloud,  and  said 
**We  will  have  no  longer  any  relation  to  David  or  his 
jjosterity  after  this  day  ;*  and  they  said  further,  '*  We  only 
leave  to  Rehoboam  the  temple  which  his  father  built;*'  and 
Ithey  threatened  to  forsake  him.     Nay,  they  were  so  bitter, 


^  That  hj  icarpitni*  w  not  here  meant  that  imall  aotitial  lo  called,  which  was 
,eter  used  m  corrections ;  but  either  a  shrub  with  sharp  prickles*  like  the  stiags  of 
corpiont,  tuch  at  our  fmxe>budh,  or  else  iome  terrible  sort  of  whip  of  the  like 
'aalttit*    S««  HudtOQ^s  and  Spaohemi's  notes  b«re. 
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and  retained  their  wrath  so  long,  that  when  he  sent  AdoraiBp 
who  was  over  the  tribute,  that  he  might  pacify  them,  and 
render  them  milder,  and  persuade  tliem  to  forgive  him,  if  he 
had  said  any  thing  that  was  rash  or  grievous  to  theni  in  his 
youth,  they  would  not  hear  it,  but  threw  stones  at  him  and 
killed  him.  When  Kehoboam  saw  this,  he  thouglit  himself 
aimed  at  by  those  stones  with  which  they  had  killed  his 
servant,  and  feared  lest  he  should  undergo  the  last  of 
punishments  in  earnest;  so  he  got  immediately  into  his 
chariot,  and  fled  to  Jerusalem,  where  the  tribe  of  Judah  and 
that  of  Benjamin  ordained  him  king  ;  hut  the  rest  of  the 
nmltitude  forsook  the  sons  of  David  from  that  day,  and 
appointed  Jeroboam  to  be  the  ruler  of  their  public  affairs^ 
Upon  this  Rehoboam,  Solomon's  son,  assembled  a  great 
congregation  of  those  two  tribes  that  submitted  to  him,  and 
was  ready  to  take  a  hundred  and  eighty  thousand  chosen 
tnen  out  of  the  army,  to  make  an  expedition  against  Jeroboam 
and  his  people,  that  he  might  force  them  by  war  to  be  his 
servants;  but  he  was  forbidden  of  God  by  the  prophet 
[Shemaiah]  to  go  to  war ;  for  that  it  was  not  just  that 
brethren  of  the  same  country  should  fight  one  against 
another.  He  also  said,  that  tins  defection  of  the  multitude 
was  according  to  the  purpose  of  God.  So  he  did  not  proceed 
in  this  expedition  r  and  now  I  will  relate  first  the  actions  of 
Jeroboam  tlie  king  of  Israel,  after  which  we  will  relate  what 
are  therewith  coiu>ected,  the  actions  of  Rehoboam,  the  king 
of  the  two  tribes ;  by  this  means  we  shall  preserve  the  good 
order  of  the  history  entire. 

4.  Wlien  therefore  Jeroboam  had  built  him  a  palace  in  the 
city  Shechem,  he  dwelt  there.  He  also  built  him  another  at 
was  Pcnuel,  a  city  so  called ;  and  now  the  feast  of  Tabernacles 
approaching  in  a  little  time,  Jeroboam  considered,  that  if  be 
t^hould  permit  the  multitude  to  go  to  worship  God  at  Jerusa- 
lem, and  there  to  celebrate  the  festival,  they  would  probably 
repent  of  what  tliey  had  done,  and  be  enticed  by  the  temjile, 
and  by  the  worship  of  God  there  performed,  and  would  leave 
him,  and  return  to  their  first  king;  and  if  so,  be  should  run 
the  ri.sk  of  losing  his  own  life:  so  he  invented  this  contrivance; 
He  made  two  golden  heifers,  and  built  two  little  temples  for 
them,  the  one  in  the  city  Bethel,  and  the  other  in  Dan,  which 
last  was  at  the  fountains  of  the  Lesser  Jordan  %  and  he  put 


I 


«  Whether  these  '  fouolains  of  the  Lesser  Jordan'  were  near  a  ulacc  called  D«ii. 
mnd  the  fountaiti^  of  ihe  Greater  near  a  place  called  Jor,  before  ifieir  conjunction  ; 
or  whether  there  wa§  only  one  fountain,  arising  at  ihe  lake  Fhiala.  at  first  i^inkin^ 
tinder  ground,  and  then  arising  near  the  mountain  Paneum,  and  thence  running 
lliroug-h  the  lake  Senioconitis  to  the  sea  of  Galilee,  und  so  far  railed  the  Lesser 
i  Jnrdnn,  i*  hardlj  certain,  even  in  Joisephus  himbelf.  though  the  latter  account  b« 
the  moat  probable.     However,  the  nortbcra  idolatrous  calf,  let  up  by  Jeroboiun, 
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[  the  heifers  into  both  the  little  temples,  in  the  foremen  tie  netl 
I  cities.  And  when  he  had  called  those  ten  tribes  together, 
I  pver  whom  he  raledj  he  made  a  speech  to  the  people  in  these 
I  i¥ord$.  **I  suppose,  ray  countrymen,  that  you  know  this, 
I  that  every  place  hath  God  in  it  j  nor  is  there  any  one  deter- 
lininate  place  in  which  he  is,  but  he  everywhere  hears  and 
I  Bees  those  that  worship  him  ;  on  which  account  I  do  not  think 
I  it  right  for  you  to  go  so  long  a  journey  to  Jerusalem,  which 
lis  an  enemy's  city,  to  worship  him.  It  was  a  man  that  built 
[the  temple:  I  have  also  made  two  golden  heifers,  dedicated 
I  to  tlie  same  God;  and  the  one  of  them  I  have  consecrated  in 
I  the  city  Bethel,  and  the  other  in  Dan,  to  the  end  that  those 
[fjf  you  that  dwell  nearest  those  cities,  may  go  to  them,  and 
I  worship  God  there:  and  I  will  ordain  for  you  certain  priests 
[  and  Levites  from  among  yourselves,  that  you  may  have  no 
I  want  of  the  tribe  of  Levi,  or  of  the  sons  of  Aaron ;  but  let 
i  him  that  is  desirous  among  you  of  being  a  priest,  bring  to 
God  a  bullock  and  a  ram,  which  they  say  Aaron  the  first 

Sriest  brought  also."  When  Jeroboam  had  said  this,  he 
eluded  the  people,  and  made  them  to  revolt  from  the  worship 
[  of  their  forefathers,  and  to  transgress  their  laws.  This  was 
the  beginning  of  miseries  to  the  Hebrew^s,  juid  the  cause  why 
t  they  were  overcome  in  war  by  foreigners,  and  so  fell  into 
I  captivity.  But  we  shall  relate  those  things  in  their  proper 
iplaces  hereafter. 

V  5.  When  the  feast  [of  tabernacles]  was  just  anproaching, 
Ejeroboam  was  desirous  to  celebrate  it  himself  in  Bethel, 
MS  did  the  two  tribes  celebrate  it  in  Jerusalem.  Accordingly 
pie  built  an  altar  before  the  heifer,  and  undertook  to  be  high- 
[priest  himself.  So  he  went  up  to  the  altar,  with  his  own 
Ipriests  about  him ;  but  when  he  was  going  to  offer  the  sacri- 
Ifices,  and  the  burnt-ofierings  in  the  sight  of  all  the  people, 
la  prophet,  whose  name  was  Jadon,  was  sent  by  God,  and 
Icame  to  him  from  Jerusalem,  who  stood  in  the  midst  of  the 
Imultitude,  and  in  the  hearing  of  the  king,  and  directing  his 
Idiscourse  to  the  altar,  said  thus: — **  God  foretells  that  there 
Ishall  be  a  certain  man  of  the  family  of  David,  Josiah  by  name, 
l^ho  shall  slay  upon  thee  those  false  priests  that  shall  live  at 
Ithat  time,  and  upon  thee  shall  burn  the  bones  of  those  de- 
Iceivers  of  the  people,  those  imposters  and  wicked  wretches. 
IHowever,  that  this  people  may  believe  that  these  things  shall 
uo  come  to  pass,  I  loretell  a  sign  to  them  that  shall  also  come 
Ito  pass:  This  altar  shall  be  broken  to  pieces  immediately, 
nnd  all  the  fat  of  the  sacrifices  that  is  upon  it  shall  be  poured 
liipon  the  ground."     When  the  prophet  had  said  tins,  Jero- 

rwfts  wli«re  Lhtie  Jordan  felt  iuio  Greai  Jordan,  near  a  (jlace  called  Daphnm,  as 
fjoiepbus  elsewhere  informs  «s,  (Of  the  War»  B.  IV*  ch,  i.  §  I)    See  the  nolo 

VOL.  I.  I  i 
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boam  fell  into  a  passion,  and  stretched  out  bis  hand,  ami  bid 
them  lay  hold  of  him:  but  that  hand  which  he  stretched  out 
was  enfeebled,  and  he  was  not  able  to  pull  it  in  again  to  lum, 
for  it  was  become  withered,  and  hung  down  as  if  it  were  a 
dead  band.  The  altar  also  was  broken  to  pieces,  and  all  that 
was  upon  it  was  poured  out,  as  the  prophet  had  foretold 
should  come  to  pass.  So  the  king  understood  that  he  was 
a  man  of  veracity,  and  had  a  divine  fore-knowledge ;  and  — 
entreated  him  to  pray  unto  God  that  be  would  restore  his  right  ■ 
hand.  Accordingly  the  prophet  did  pray  to  God  to  grant 
him  that  request.  So  the  king  having  his  hand  recovered  to 
its  natural  state,  rejoiced  at  it,  and  invited  the  prophet  to  sup 
with  him  ;  but  Jadon  said,  that  he  could  not  endure  to  come 
into  his  house,  nor  to  taste  of  bread  or  water  in  this  city,  for 
that  was  a  thing  God  had  forbidden  him  to  do ;  as  also  to 
go  back  by  the  same  way  which  he  came :  but  he  said  he 
was  to  return  by  another  way,  So  the  king  wondered  at  the 
abstinence  of  the  man ;  hut  was  himself  in  fear,  as  suspecting 
a  change  of  bis  affairs  for  the  worse^  from  what  bad  been 
said  to  him. 
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CHAPTER  IX. 
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How  Jadon  the  prophet  was  persuaded  by  another  Iffhg 

prophet^  and  returned  \to  Bethel^']  and  was  aftertcards  Mlam 

by  a  lion.     As  also,  what  words  the  wicked  prophet  tnade 

use  of  to  persuade  the  Icing,  and  thereby  alienated  his  mind 

from  God. 

§  1.  Now  there  was  a  certain  wicked  man  in  that  city,  who 
was  a  false  prophet,  whom  Jeroboam  had  in  great  esteem, 
but  was  deceived  by  him  and  his  flattering  words.  This  man 
was  bed-rid  by  reason  of  the  infirmities  of  old  age :  however, 
he  was  informed  by  his  sons  concerning  the  prophet  that  was 
come  from  Jerusalem,  and  concerning  the  signs  done  by  him; 
and  how,  when  Jeroboam's  right  hand  had  been  enfeebled, 
at  the  prophet's  prayer,  he  had  it  revived  again.  Wliere- 
upon  he  was  afraid  that  this  stranger  and  prophet  should  be 
in  better  esteem  with  the  king  than  himself,  and  obtain  greater 
honour  from  him;  and  he  gave  order  to  his  sons  to  saddle 
his  ass  presently,  and  make  all  ready  that  he  might  go  out. 
Accordingly  they  made  haste  to  do  what  they  were  com- 
manded, and  he  got  upon  the  ass,  and  followed  after  the 
{jrophet;  and  when  he  had  overtaken  him,  as  he  was  resting 
liniself  under  a  very  large  oak -tree  that  was  thick  and  shady, 
he  at  first  saluted  him,  but  presently  he  complained  of  him, 
because  he  had  not  come  into  his  house,  and  partaken  of  hia 
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hospitality.     And  wlien  the  other  said,  that  God  had  for- 
bidden him  to  taste  of  any  one's  provision  in  that  city,  he 
replied,  that  '  for  certain  God  had  not  forhidden  that  I  should 
set  food  before  thee,  for  I  am  a  prophet  as  thou  art»  and 
worship  God  in  the  same  manner  that  thou  dost;  and  I  am 
now  come  as  sent  by  him,  in  order  to  bring  thee  into  my 
house,  and  make  thee  my  guest/     Now  Jadon  gave  credit  to 
this  lying  prophet,  and  returned  back  with  him.     But  when 
they  were  at  dinner,  and  merry  together,  God  appeared  to 
Jadon,  and  said,  that  he  should  suffer  punishment  fur  trans- 
gressing his  cnmmandsj  and  he  told  him  what  that  pimishment 
should  be;  for  he  said  that  he  should  meet  with  a  lion  as  he 
waa  going  on  Ids  way,  by  which  lion  he  should  be  torn  in 
pieces,  and  be  deprived  of  hnrial  in  the  sepulchres  of  his 
fathers:  which  things  came  to  pass,  as  I  suppose,  according 
to  the  will  of  God,  that  so  Jeroboam  might  not  give  heed  to 
the  words  of  Jadon,  as  of  one  that  had  been  convicted  of 
lying.     However,  as  Jadon  was  again  going  to  Jerusalem,  a 
lion  assaulted  him,  and  polled  him  off  the  beast  he  rode  on, 
and  slew^  him;  yet  did  he  not  at  all  hurt  the  ass,  hut  sat  by 
liim,  and  kept  him,  as  also  the  prophet's  body.     This  con- 
tinued till  some  travellers  that  saw  it  came  and  told  it  in  the 
city  to  the  false  prophet,  who  sent  his  sons  and  brought  the 
body  into  'the  city,  and  made  a  funeral  for  him  at  great  ex- 
pense.    He  also  charged  his  sons  to  bury  himself  with  him; 
lind  said,  that  all  which  he  had  foretold  against  that  city, 
and  the  altar,  and  priests,  and  false  prophets,  would  prove 
true ;  and  that  if  he  were  buried  with  him,  he  should  receive 
no  injurious  treatment  after  bis  death,  the  bones  not  being 
then  to  be  distinguished  asunder-     But  now,  when  he  liad 
performed  those  funeral  rites  to  the  prophet,  and  had  given 
that  charge  to  In  is  sons,  as  he  was  a  wicked  and  impious  man, 
he  goes  to  Jeroboam,  and  says  to  him,  "And  wherefore  is  it 
now  that  thou  art  disturbed  at  the  words  of  this  silly  fellow?" 
And  when  the  king  had  related  to  him  what  had  iKippened 
j  ahout  the  altar,  and  about  his  own  hand,  and  gave  him  the 
[  names  of  divine  man,  and  an  excellent  prophet,  he  endea- 
I  voured,  by  a  wicked  trick,  to  weaken  that  his  opinion;  and 
I  by  using  plausible  words  concerning  what  had  happened,  he 
aimed  to  injure  the  truth  that  was  in  them  ;  for  he  attempted 
I  to  persuade  him,  that  his  hand  was  enfeebled  by  the  labour 
it  had  undergone  in  supporting  the  sacrifices,  and  that  upon 
hits  resting  awhile  it  returned  to  its  former  nature  again:  and 
[that  as  to  the  altar,  it  was  but  new,  and  had  borne  abundance 
•of  sacrifices,  and  those  large  ones  too,  and  was  accordingly 
[broken  to  pieces,  and  fallen  down  by  the  weight  of  what  had 
lid  upon  it.     He  also  informed  him  of  the  death  of 
id  foretold  those  things,  and  bow  he  perished ;  [wh 
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ho  concliulotl  that]  he  had  not  any  thing  in  him  of  a  |irophet, 
nor  spake  any  thing  like  one.  \X'hen  he  had  thus  spoken, 
te  persuaded  tlie  king,  and  entirely  alienated  his  mind  from 
» God,  and  from  doing  works  that  were  righteous  and  holy, 
I  and  encourujjed  him  to  go  on  in  his  impious  practices**;  aiid 
[acci»rdingly  jie  was  to  thut  decree  injurious  to  God,  and  ao 

freat  a  transnrcsstjr,  that  he  sought  for  notli  rv 

ay  but  hnw  he  might  he  guiUy  of  some  n«.  oi' 

I  wickedness,  and  such  as  shoidd  be  more  detestabit^  than 
what  he  had  been  so  insolent  a&  to  do  Ijefore,     And  so  mudi 
I  iluill  at  present  suffice  to  have  said  concerning  Jeroboanu 


CHAPTER  X. 

Contermnfi  RehoboatHf  and  fiow  God  inflicted  pumshmenl 
fipon  him  for  his  impiciy,  hy  Shishak  [ting  of  Egi/pt]. 

tl.  Now  Ilehohoanv  the  son  of  Solomon,  who,  as  we  satd 
efore,  was  king  of  the  two  tribes,  built  stron«jf  and  large 
cities,  Bethlehcnn  and  Ktam.  and  Tckoa,  and  Bethxur,  and 
Bhoco,  and  AdidUun^  and  Ipan,  and  Maresha,  and  Zipb, 
Adoraim,  and  Lachish,  and  Azekah,  and  Zorab,  and 
Aijalnm,  and  Ilrbron  ;  tliesc  he  built  first  of  all  in  the 
triht*  titMiiilah.  lie  also  built  other  large  cities  in  the  tribe 
of  lU*uiamin»  and  walled  them  about,  and  put  garrisons  in 
tlH»ui  all,  and  captains,  and  a  great  deal  of  corn,  and  wine, 
111  1(1  oil ;  and  be  furnishctl  every  one  of  them  plentifully  with 
other  provisions  that  were  necessary  for  sustenance  :  more- 
over, he  put  tliereiJi  sliields  and  spears  for  many  ten  thousand 
men.  The  priests  also  that  were  in  all  Israel,  and  the 
Levitesj  and  if  there  were  any  of  the  multitude  that  were 
goo<l  and  righteous  men,  they  gathered  themselves  together 
to  liim»  having  left  their  own  cities,  that  they  might  worship 
God  in  Jerusalem  ;  for  they  were  not  willing  to  be  forced  to 
worship  the  heifers  whicli  Jeroboam  had  made;  and  they 
augmented  the  kingdom  of  Kehohoam  for  three  years.  And 
after  he  had  married  a  woman  of  his  own  kindred,  and  had 
by  her  three  cliiklren  born  to  him,  he  married  also  another 

'  How  much  ft  larger  and  better  copy  Josepbas  had  in  this  renmrkible  hluary 
of  the  Inie  prophet  of  Judca,  and  hh  concern  with  Jeroboam,  nnd  witb  tht  Ulm 
prophet  of  B4Jlnel,  ihan  our  other  copies  have,  is  «videut  al  firml  aighl,  Tb^  pro* 
phet's  very  oame,  Jadon,  or,  as  the  ConstJlutioiu  call  him,  Adooaiti,  is  waniiag  ia 
our  other  copies  ;  and  it  is  thero^  with  no  tittle  absurdity,  ftoid,  that  God  revvoWd 
Jadon  the  true  prophet's  death,  not  to  Himwlf,  «m  here,  but  to  the  (n\*e  pmpliet 
Whether  the  particular  account  of  the  n  I  '     ims  of,  aftcji   i  f.ibt 

prophet  ajQfiiinst  Iiis  owti  belief,  and  his  m  order  to  cm* 

t>oam  to  j)eTSevcre  in  his  idolatry  and  v,u  ^r.  iui  .:=.  l,,.,..  >^  Inch. more  ^MiuML-it  noM 
not  be  itiverited.  was  inlimnted  in  Joscphiis's  copy,  or  in  snme  other  ancient  book 
caanot  now  be  determined  r  our  other  copies  say  not  one  uoni  of  it. 
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of  Ills  own  kinilrcd,  who  was  daughter  of  Absalom  by  TamaFj 
whose  name  was  Maachah  ;  and  by  her  he  had  a  son,  whom 
he  named  Abijah,  He  had  moreover  many  other  children 
by  other  wives,  but  he  loved  Maacbali  above  them  all.  Now 
he  had  eighteen  legitimate  wives,  and  thirty  concubines,  and 
he  had  born  to  him  twenty- eight  sons  and  threescore 
daughters ;  but  he  appointed  Abijah,  whom  he  had  by 
Maacbali,  to  be  his  successor  in  the  kingdom,  and  intrusted 
him  already  with  the  treasures  and  the  strongest  cities, 

2,  Now  I  cannot  but  think  that  the  greatness  of  a  king- 
dom, and  its  cliange  into  prosperity,  often  becomes  the  oc- 
casion of  mischief  and  of  transgression  to  men  ;  for  when 
Rehoboam  saw  that  his  kingdom  was  so  much  increased,  he 
went  out  of  the  right  way,  unto  unrighteous  and  irre- 
ligious practices,  and  he  despised  the  worship  of  God,  till 
the  people  themselves  imitated  his  wicked  actions ;  for  so  it 
usually  happens,  that  the  manners  of  subjects  are  corrupted 
at  the  same  time  with  those  of  their  governors  j  which  sub- 
jects then  lay  aside  their  own  sober  way  of  living,  as  a  re- 
proof of  their  governors  intemperate  courses,  and  follow 
their  wickedness  as  if  it  w^ere  virtue ;  for  it  is  not  possible  to 
show  that  men  approve  of  the  actions  of  their  kings,  unless 
they  do  the  same  actions  with  them.  Agreenble  whereto  it 
now  happened  to  the  subjects  of  Rehoboam ;  for  when  he 
was  grown  impious,  and  a  transgressor  himself,  they  en- 
deavoured not  to  offend  him  by  resolving  still  to  be  righte- 
ous ;  but  God  sent  Shishafc,  king  of  Egypt,  to  punish  them 
for  their  unjust  behaviour  towards  him;  concerning  whom 
Herodotus  was  mistaken,  and  applied  his  actions  to  Sesos- 
tris ;  for  this  Shishak*,  in  the  fifth  year  of  the  reign  of  Re- 
hoboam, made  an  expedition  [into  Judea]  with  many  ten 
thousand  men ;  for  he  had  one  thousand  two  hundred 
chariots  in  number  that  followed  him,  and  threescore  thou- 
sand horsemen,  and  four  hundred  thousand  footmen.  These 
he  brought  with  him,  and  they  were  the  greatest  part  of 
tliem  Libyans  and  Etlnopians.  Now,  therefore,  when  he 
fell  upon  the  country  of  the  Hebrews,  he  took  the  strongest 
cities  of  Rehoboam^s  kingdom  without  fighting ;  and  wnen 
he  had  put  garrisons  in  them,  he  came  last  of  all  to 
Jerusalem, 

3.  Now  when  Rehoboam,  and  the  multitude  with  him, 
were  shut  up  in  Jerusalem  by  the  means  of  the  army  of 
Shishak,  and  when  they  besought  God  to  give  thcni  victory 
and  deliverance,  they  could  not  persuade  God  to  be  on  their 

*  That  thLi  Sbiahak  was  not  the  same  pereon  with  the  famous  Sesostris,  as  Mme  ^ 
bav«  v«iy  lately,  in  contradiciton  to  a\\  aotiquityrSuppo^edraQd  that  our  Joi^phus 
did  not  take  bini  to  l>c  ihu  same,  a*  they  prelend*  but  tbat  Se»o»tria  was  raaoy  cen* 
turiea  eariWr  than  Shbbak,  see  Autbeai.  Kecordi,  Part  ii.  page  1024, 
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side ;  but  Shemaiah  the  prophet  told  them,  that  Qod  threat- 
ened to  forsake  them,  as  tney  had  themselves  forsaken  his  wor* 
ship.  When  they  heard  this,  they  were  immediately  in  a 
consternation  of  mind,  and  seeing  no  way  of  deliverance, 
they  all  earnestly  set  themselves  to  confess  that  God  might 
justly  overlook  them,  since  they  had  been  guilty  of  impiety 
towards  him,  and  had  let  his  laws  lie  in  confusion.  So 
when  God  saw  them  in  that  disposition,  and  that  they  ac- 
knowledged their  sins,  he  told  the  prophet  that  he  would 
not  destroy  them,  but  that  he  would,  however,  make  them 
servants  to  the  Egyptians,  that  they  may  learn  whether 
they  will  suffer  less  by  serving  men  or  God.  So  when  Shi- 
shak  had  taken  the  city  without  fighting,  because  Rehoboam 
was  afraid,  and  received  him  into  it,  yet  did  not  Shishak 
stand  to  the  covenants  he  had  made,  but  he  spoiled  the 
temple,  and  emptied  the  treasures  of  God  and  those  of  the 
king,  and  carried  oflf  innumerable  ten  thousands  of  gold  and 
silver,  and  left  nothing  at  all  behind  him.  He  also  took 
away  the  bucklers  of  gold,  and  the  shields,  which  Solomon 
the  king  had  made  ;  nay,  he  did  not  leave  the  golden 
quivers  which  David  had  taken  from  the  king  of  Zobah, 
and  had  dedicated  to  God ;  and  when  he  had  thus  done,  he 
returned  to  his  own  kingdom.  Now  Herodotus  of  Halicar- 
nassus  mentions  this  expedition,  having  only  mistaken  the 
king*s  name  ;  and  [in  saying  that]  he  made  war  upon  many 
other  nations  also,  and  brought  Syria  of  Palestine  into  sub- 
jection, and  took  the  men  that  were  therein  prisoners  with- 
out fighting.  Now  it  is  manifest  that  he  intended  to  declare 
that  our  nation  was  subdued  by  him ;  for  he  saith,  that  he 
left  behind  him  pillars  in  the  land  of  those  that  delivered 
themselves  up  to  him  without  fighting,  and  engraved  upon 
them  the  secret  parts  of  women.  Now  our  king  Rehoboam 
delivered  up  our  city  without  fighting.  He  says  withal^, 
that  the  Ethiopians  learned  to  circumcise  their  privy  parts 
from  the  Egyptians;  with  this  addition,  that  the  Phenicians 

'  Herodotus,  as  here  quoted  by  Josephus,  and  as  this  passage  still  stands  in  hii 
present  copies,  B.  H.  chap.  civ.  affirms,  that  *'  the  Phenicians  and  Syrians  in 
Palestine  [which  last  are  generally  supposed  to  denote  the  Jews]  owned  their  re- 
ceiving circumcision  from  the  Egyptians;'*  whereas  it  is  abundantly  evident, 
that  the  Jews  received  their  circumcision  from  the  patriarch  Abraham,  Gen.  xvii. 
9—14  ;  John  vii.  22,  23,  as  I  conclude  the  Egyptian  priests  themselves  did  also. 
It  is  not  therefore  very  unlikely,  that  Herodotus,  because  the  Jews  had  lived  longin 
Egypt,  and  came  out  of  it  circumcised,  did  thereupon  think  they  had  learned  that 
circumcision  in  Egypt,  and  had  it  not  before.  Manetho.  the  famous  Egyptian  cbro- 
nologer  and  historian,  who  knew  the  history  of  his  own  country  much  better  than 
Herodotus,  complains  frequently  of  his  mistakes  about  their  affairs  ;  as  does  Jose- 
phus more  than  once  in  this  chapter.  Nor  indeed  docs  Herodotus  seem  at  all  ac- 
quainted with  the  affairs  of  the  Jews ;  for  as  he  never  names  them,  so  little  or  nothing 
of  what  he  says  about  thtra,  their  country,  or  maritime  cities,  two  of  which  he  alone 
mentions,  Cadytis  and  Jenysus,  proves  true  ;  nor  indeed  do  there  appear  to  have 
ever  Lccn  any  such  cities  on  their  coast. 
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and^Syrians  that  live  in  Palestine  confess  that  they  learned 
it  of  the  Egyptians;  yet  it  is  evident  that  no  other  of  the 
Syrians  that  live  in  Palestine,  besides  us  alone,  are  circum- 
cised •  But  as  to  such  matters,  let  every  one  speak  what  is 
agreeable  to  his  own  opinion. 

4.  When  Shishak  was  gone  away,  king  Rehoboam  made 
bucklers  and  shields  of  brass,  instead  of  those  of  gold,  and 
delivered  the  same  number  of  them  to  the  keepers  of  the 
king's  nalace :  ao>  instead  of  warlike  expeditions,  and  that 
glory  wnich  results  from  those  public  actions,  he  reigned  in 
great  quietness,  though  not  without  fear,  as  being  always  an 
enemy  to  Jeroboam  ;  and  he  died  when  he  had  lived  fifty- 
seven  years,  and  reigned  seventeen.  He  was  in  his  dispo- 
sition a  proud  and  a  foolish  man,  and  lost  [part  of  his]  do- 
minions by  not  hearkening  to  liis  father*s  friends*  He  was 
buried  in  Jerusalem,  in  thQ  sepulchres  of  the  kings ;  and  his 
son  Abijah  succeeded  him  in  the  kingdom,  and  this  in  the 
eighteenth  year  of  Jeroboam^s  reign  over  ttie  ten  tribes ;  and 
this  was  the  conclusion  of  these  affairs.  It  must  be  now  our 
business  to  relate  the  affairs  of  Jeroboam,  and  how  he 
ended  iiis  life;  for  be  ceased  not,  nor  rested  to  be  injurious 
to  God,  but  every  day  raised  up  altars  upon  high  mountains, 
and  went  on  making  priests  out  of  the  multitude. 


CHAPTER  XL 


Concerning  the  death  of  a  son  of  Jeroboam.  How  Jeroboam 
was  heaien  by  Abijah,  who  died  a  little  afterward,  and 
was  succeeded  in  his  kingdom  by  Asa.  Ami  aUo  how, 
after  the  death  of  Jeroboam^  Baasha  destroyed  his  son 
Nadab,  and  all  the  house  of  Jeroboam. 

i  1.  However,  God  was  in  no  long  time  ready  to  return 
Jeroboam's  wicked  actions,  and  the  punishment  they  de- 
served i  upon  his  own  head,  and  upon  the  heads  of  all  his 
I  house :  and  whereas  a  son  of  his  lay  sick  at  that  time,  who 
was  called  Abijah,  he  enjoined  his  wife  to  lay  aside  her 
robes,  and  to  take  the  garments  belonging  to  a  private  per- 
son, and   to  go  to  Ahijah  the  prophet,  for  that  he  was  a 
wonderful  man  in  foretelling  futurities,  it  having  been  he 
who  told  me  tliat  I  should  be  king.     He  also  enjoined  her^ 
^  when  she  came  to  him,  to  inquire  concerning  the  child,  as  if 
Bbe  were  a  stranger,  whether  he  should  escape  this  distem- 
per*    So  she  did  as  her  husband  bade  her,  and  changed  her 
I  nabit,  and  came  to  the  city  Shiloh,  for  there  did  Ahijah  live: 
Vand  as  she  was  going  into  his  hou^e,  his  eyes  being  then 
i  dtm  with  age,  God  appeared  to  himj  and  informed  him  of 
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two  things ;  thai  the  wife  of  Jeroboam  was  come  to  him, 
and  what  answer  he  should  make  to  her  iiK|uiry.  Accord* 
ingly,  as  the  woman  was  coming  into  the  house  like  a  pri- 
vate person  and  a  stranger,  he  cried  out,  **  Come  in,  O  thou 
wife  of  Jeroboam!  Why  coucealesjt  thou  thyself?  Thou 
art  not  concealed  from  God,  who  hath  appeared  to  me,  and 
informed  me  that  thou  wast  coming,  and  hath  given  me  in 
command  what  I  shall  say  to  thee,"  So  he  said  that  she 
should  go  away  to  her  husband,  and  speak  to  him  thus: 
"  Since  I  made  thee  a  great  man  when  thou  wast  little,  or 
rather  wast  nothing,  and  rent  the  kingdom  from  the  house 
of  David,  and  gave  it  to  thee,  and  thou  bast  been  unmindful 
of  these  benefits,  hast  left  off  my  worship,  hast  made  thee 
molten  gods,  and  honoured  them,  I  will  in  hke  manner  cast 
thee  down  again,  and  will  destroy  all  thy  house,  and  make  them 
food  for  the  dogs  and  the  fowls;  for  a  certain  king  is  rising 
up,  by  appointment,  over  all  this  people,  who  shall  leave 
none  of  the  family  of  Jeroboam  remaining.  The  multitude 
.  also  simll  themselves  partake  of  the  same  punishment,  and 
shall  be  cast  out  of  this  good  land,  and  shall  be  scattered 
into  the  places  beyond  Euphrates,  because  they  hare 
followed  the  wicked  practices  of  their  king,  and  have  wor- 
Bliippcd  the  gods  that  he  made,  and  forsaken  my  sacrifices. 
But  do  thou,  O  woman,  make  haste  back  to  thy  husband, 
and  tell  him  tliis  message;  but  thou  shah  then  find  thy  son 
dead,  for  as  thou  enterest  the  city  he  shall  depart  this  life^  fl 
yet  sliall  he  be  buried  with  the  lamentation  of  all  the  multi-  ™ 
tude,  and  honoured  witli  a  general  mourning,  for  he  is  the 
only  person  of  goodness  of  Jeroboam's  family."  When  the 
prophet  had  foretold  these  events,  the  woman  went  hastily 
away  with  a  disordered  mind,  and  greatly  grieved  at  the 
death  of  the  forenamed  child :  so  she  was  in  lamentation  as 
she  went  along  the  road,  and  mourned  for  the  death  of  her 
son,  that  was  just  at  liand.  She  was  indeed  in  a  miserable 
condition,  at  the  unavoidable  misery  of  his  death,  and  went 
apace,  but  in  circumstances  very  unfortunate,  because  of 
her  son ;  for  the  greater  haste  she  made,  she  would  the 
sooner  see  her  son  dead,  yet  was  she  forced  to  make  such 
baste,  on  account  of  her  husband.  Accordingly,  when  she 
was  come  back,  she  found  that  the  child  had  given  up  the 
ghost,  as  the  ]>rophct  had  said  ;  and  she  related  all  the  cir- 
cumstances to  the  king, 

2.  Yet  did  not  Jeroboam  lay  any  of  these  things  to  beart, 
but  he  brought  together  a  very  numerous  army,  and  made 
a  warlike  expedition  against  Abijah,  the  sun  of  Rehoboam, 
who  had  succeeded  his  father  hi  the  kingdom  of  the  two 
^.tribes  ;  for  he  despised  him  because  of  his  age.  But  when 
he   heard    of   the   expedition   of   Jeroboam,   he   was    not 
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affrighted  at  it,  but  proved  of  a  courageous  temper  of  mind, 
superior  both  to  bis  youtli  and  to  the  liopes  of  his  enemy  ; 
so  he  chose  him  an  army  out  of  the  two  tribes,  and  met 
Jeroboam  at  a  place  callet)  mount  Zemaraim,  and  pitched 
his  camp  near  the  other*s,  and  prepared  every  thing  neces- 
Bary  for  the  fight.     His  aniiy  consisted  of  four  hundred 
thousand,   but   the   army  of  Jeroboam  was  double  to  it. 
Now,  as  the  armies  stood  in  array,  ready  for  action  and 
dangers,  and  were  just  going  to  fight,  Abijah  stood  upon  an 
elevated   placCj  and,  beckoning  with  his  hand,  he  desired 
the  midtitude   and   Jeroboam   himself  to   hear  first   with 
silence  what  he  had  to  say.     And  when  silence  was  madc« 
he  began  to  speak,  and  told  them,  "  God  had  consented 
that  David  and  his  posterity  should  be  their  rulers  for  all 
time  to  come,  and  this  you  yourselves  are  not  unacquainted 
with ;   but  1  cannot  but  wonder  how  you  should   forsake 
my  father,  and  join  yourselves  to  his  servant  Jeroboam,  and 
are  now  here  with  him  to  fight  against  those  who,  by  God*s 
own  determination^  are  to  reign,  and  to  deprive  them  of  that  i 
dominion   which   they   have    still   retained;    for  as  to  the    ■ 
greater  part  of  it,  Jeroboam  h  unjustly  in  possession  of  it, 
However,  I  do  not  suppose  he  will  enjoy  it  any  longer;  but 
when  he  hath  suifered  that  punishment  which  God  thinks 
due  to  him  for  what  is  past,  he  will  leave  off*  the  transgres- 
sions  he   hath    been  guilty   of,  and   the  injuries  he   hath 
offered  to  him,  and  which  he  hath  still  continued  to  offer,  ■ 
and  hath  persuaded  you  to  do  the  same  ;  yet  when  you  ■ 
were  not  any  further  unjustly  treated  by  my  father,  than 
that  he  did  not  speak  to  you  so  as  to  please  you,  and  this  j 
only  in  compliance  with  the  advice  of  wicked  men,  you  in  f 
anger  forsook  him,  as  you  pretended,  but,  in  reality,  you 
withdrew  yourselves  from  God,  and  from  his  laws,  although 
it  had  been  right  for  you  to  have  forgiven  a  man  that  waa 
young  in  age,  and  not  used  to  govern  people,  not  only  some 
disagreeable  words,  but  if  his  youth  and  his  unskil fulness 
in  aflTairs  had  led  Iiim  into  some  unfortunate  actitms,  and 
that  for  the  sake  of  his  father  Solomon,  and  the  benefits 
you  received  from  him ;  for  men  ouf^ht  to  excuse  the  sins 
of  posterity  on  account  of  the  benefactions  of  parents  :  but 
you  considered  nothing  of  all  this  then,  neither  do  you  con- 
sider it  now,  but  come  with  so  great  an  anuy  against  us. 
And  what  is  it  you  depend  upon  for  victory?     Is  it  upon 
these  golden  heifers  and  the  altars  that  you  have  on  highj 
places,  which  are  demonstrations  of  your  impiety,  and  not! 
of  religions  worship?     Or  is  it  tJie  exceeding  multitude  of] 
your  army  which  gives  you  such  good  hopes?     Yet  cer-i 
tainly  there  is  no  strength  at  all  in  an  army  of  many  teii,| 
thousands,  when  the  war  is  unfust  ^  for  we  ought  to  place 
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our  surest  hope  of  success  against  our  enemies  in  righteous- 
ness alone,  and  in  piety  towards  God;  which  hope  we 
justly  have,  since  we  have  kept  the  laws  from  the  beginnings 
and  have  worshipped  our  own  God,  who  was  not  made  by 
hands  out  of  corruptible  matter;  nor  was  he  formed  by  a 
wicked  king,  in  order  to  deceive  the  multitude;  but  who  is 
his  own  workmanship s,  and  the  beginning  and  end  of  all 
things.  I  therefore  give  you  counsel  even  now  to  repent, 
and  to  take  better  advice,  and  to  leave  oft'  the  prosecution 
of  the  war;  to  call  to  mind  the  laws  of  your  country,  and  to 
reflect  what  it  hath  been  that  hath  advanced  you  to  so 
happy  a  state  as  you  arc  now  iu." 

;J.  This  was  the  speech  which  Abijah  made  to  the  multi- 
tude. But,  while  he  was  still  speaking,  Jeroboam  sent 
some  of  his  soldiers  privately  to  encompass  Abijah  round 
about,  on  certain  parts  of  the  camp  that  were  not  taken 
notice  of;  and  when  he  was  thus  within  the  compass  of  the 
enemy,  his  army  was  ailHghted,  and  tlieir  courage  failed 
them.  But  Abijah  encouraged  them,  and  exhorted  them  to 
place  their  hopes  on  God,  for  that  he  was  not  encompassed 
by  the  enemy.  So  they  all  at  once  implored  the  divine 
assistance,  while  the  priest  sounded  with  the  trumpet,  and 
they  made  a  shout,  and  fell  upon  their  enemies,  and  God 
brake  the  courage,  and  cast  down  the  force  of  their  enemies, 
and  made  Ahijidi's  army  superior  to  them,  for  God  vouch- 
safed to  grant  them  a  wonderful  and  very  famous  victory; 
and  such  a  slaughter  was  now^  made  of  Jeroboam's  army**  as 
is  never  recorded  to  have  happened  in  any  other  war, 
whether  it  were  of  the  Greeks  or  of  the  Barbarians,  for  they 
overthrew  [and  slew]  five  hundred  thousand  of  their  enemies, 
and  they  took  their  strongest  cities  by  force,  and  spoiled 
them ;  and  besides  those,  they  did  the  same  to  Bethel  and 
her  towns,  and  Jeshanah  and  her  towns.  And  after  this 
defeat,  Jeroboam  never  recovered  himself  during  the  life  of 
Abijah,  who  yet  did  not  long  survive,  for  he  reigned  bul 
three  years,  and  was  buried  in  Jerusalem  in  the  sepulchres 
of  his  forefathers.    lie  left  behind  him  twenty-two  sons  and 
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i  Thit  Is  a  strange  e^rpreasion  in  Joscpbu«,  that  God  is  his  own  workiiiatislii|i, 
or  that  be  toade  himself,  contrary  to  comman  &cnse  and  to  caitholic  ChrUtiaDity  j^ 
pcrliaps  he  only  means  tiiat  he  was  not  made  hv  one,  but  was  unortginatcd. 

^  By  this  terrible  and  perfectly  unparalleled  slatighter  of  600,000  men  of  the 
t»ewly- idolatrous  and  rebclJiouj^  ten  tnbes,  God^f  bi|fh  displeasure  and  indignattoti 
against  ibal  iiiloliitry  and  rcbellioa  fully  appeared ;;  the  remainder  were  thereby 
ftcrioosiy  cautioned  not  to  persist  in  thern^  and  a  kind  of  balance  or  equilibrium 
was  made  between  tlie  ten  and  the  two  tribes  for  the  lime  to  come ;  while  other* 
wise  the  perpetunlly  idolatrous  and  rehellious  ten  tribes  would  naturally  have  beeo 
too  powerful  for  the  ttvo  IrilHJSj  which  were  pretty  frequently  free  both  from  sacb 
idolatry  and  rebellion  ;  nor  is  there  any  reason  to  doubt  of  the  tnith  of  the  prodi- 
gious number  slain  upon  so  signal  an  ctccasiou. 
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sixteen  claugLters,  and  he  had  also  those  children  by  four- 
teen wives;  and  Asa  Ins  son  succeeded  in  the  kingdom; 
and  the  young  man's  mother  was  Miehaiah.  Under  his 
reign  the  country  of  the  Israehtes  enjoyed  peace  for  ten 
years. 

4.  And  so  far  concerning  Abijah,  the  son  of  Ilehoboam, 
the  son  of  Soknnon,  as  his  history  hath  come  down  to  us ; 

»but  Jeroboam,  the  king  of  the  ten  tribes,  died  when  he  had 
governed  them  two-and-twenty  years;  whose  son  Nadab 
succeeded  him,  in  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of  Asa.  Now 
Jeroboam's  son  governed  two  years,  and  resembled  his 
father  in  impiety  and  wickedness.  In  these  two  years  he 
made  an  expedition  against  Ciibbethon,  a  city  of  the  l*hi- 
Hstines,  and  continued  tlie  siege  in  order  to  take  it;  but  he 
was  conspired  against  while  he  was  there,  by  a  friend  of  his, 
wljose  name  was  Baasha,  the  son  of  Ahijah,  and  was  slain ; 
which  Baasha  took  the  kingdom  after  the  others  death,  and 
destroyed  tlie  whole  house  of  Jeroboam.  It  also  came  to 
pass,  according  as  God  had  foretold,  that  some  of  Jero- 
boam^s  kindred  had  died  in  the  city  were  torn  to  pieces  and 
devoured  by  dogs  ;  and  that  others  of  them  that  died  in  tlie 
fields,  were  torn  and  devoured  by  the  fowls.  So  the  house 
of  Jeroboam  suficred  the  just  punishment  of  his  impiety  and 
of  his  wicked  actions. 


CHAPTER  XIL 

Tow  Zerah,  king  of  (he  Ethiopians^  was  beaten  br/  Asa ; 
and  how  Asa^  upon  Baasha  s  making  war  against  him^ 
incited  the  king  of  the  Damascens  to  assist  kirn ;  and 
how,  on  the  destruction  of  the  house  of  Baasha,  Zimri  got 
the  kingdom^  as  did  his  son  Ahab  after  him. 

A%  !•  Now  Asa,  the  king  of  Jerusalem,  was  of  an  excellent 
character,  and  had  a  regard  to  God,  and  neither  did  nor 
designed  any  thing  but  what  had  relation  to  the  observation 
of  tlie  laws.  He  made  a  reformation  of  his  kingdom,  and 
cut  off  whatsoever  was  wicked  therein,  and  purified  it  from 
every  impurity.  Now  he  had  an  army  of  chosen  men,  that 
were  armed  with  targets  and  spears :  out  of  tlie  tribe  of 
Judah  three  hundred  thousand  ;  and  out  of  the  tribe  of 
Benjamin^  that  bore  shields  and  drew  hows,  two  hundred 
and  fifty  thousand  ;  but  when  he  had  already  reigned  ten 
years,  Zerahi  king  of  EUiiopia^  made  an  expedition  against 


t  Tho  Tcader  h  to  remember,  tbfti  Cusb  is  not  Ethiopia,  but  Arabia  *    S€« 
Bocltart,  B.  IV.  cb*  ii. 
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htm,  with  a  f^eat  army  of  nine  hundred  iboiiiaiid  footmeo* 
arid  one  hiuidred  thousand  horsemen^  and  diice  hundred 
clkariotfly  and  ean)e  as  far  as  Atareshah,  a  city  that  belonged 
to  the  tribe  of  Judah.  Now  when  Zerah  had  passed  so  &r 
with  his  own  army,  Asa  met  him,  and  put  his  army  in  array 
over-against  him,  in  a  valley  called  Zephathah,  not  far  from 
tlie  city  ;  and  when  he  saw  the  multitude  of  the  Ethiopians, 
be  cried  out,  and  besought  God  to  give  hun  the  victory, 
and  that  he  might  kill  many  ten  thousands  of  the  enemy : 
**  For/'  said  he,  "  I  depend  on  nothing  else  but  that  assist- 
ance  which  I  expect  from  thee,  which  is  able  to  make  the 
fewer  superior  to  tlie  more  numerous^  and  the  weaker  to 
the  stronger ;  and  thence  it  is  alone  that  1  renture  to  meet 
Zerah  and  fight  him/* 

2.  While  Asa  was  saying  tliis,  God  gave  him  a  signal  of 
victory,  and  joining  battle  cheerfully  on  account  of  what 
iGod  had  foretold  about  it,  he  slew  a  great  many  of  the 
Ethiopians ;  and  when  he  had  put  them  to  flight,  he  pur- 
sued them  to  the  country  of  Gerar;  and  when  they  left  off 
kilhng  their  enemies,  they  betook  themselves  to  spoiling 
tliem,  for  the  city  Gerar  was  already  taken,  and  to  spoiling 
their  camp,  so  that  they  carried  off  much  gold,  and  much 
silver,  aiul  a  great  deal  of  [other]  prey,  and  camels,  and 
great  cattle,  and  flocks  of  sheep.  Accordingly,  when  Asa 
and  his  army  had  obtained  such  a  victory,  and  such  wealth 
from  God,  they  returned  to  Jerusalem-  Now,  as  they  were 
coming,  a  prophet,  whose  name  was  Azariah,  met  them  on 
the  road,  and  bade  them  stop  their  journey  a  little,  and 
be^an  to  say  to  them  thus :  That  the  reason  why  they  had 
obtaiJied  this  victory  from  God  was  this,  that  they  had 
showed  themselves  righteous  and  reUgious  men,  and  had 
done  every  thing  according  to  the  will  of  God ;  that  there- 
fore, he  said,  if  they  persevered  therein,  God  would  grant 
that  they  should  always  overcome  their  enemies,  ana  live 
happily ;  but  that  if  they  left  off  his  worship,  all  things  shall 
fall  out  on  the  contrary;  and  a  time  should  come'',  wherein 
no  true  prophet  shall  be  left  in  your  whole  multitude,  nor  a 
priest  who  shall  deliver  you  a  true  answer  from  the  oracle; 
but  your  cities  shall  be  overthrown,  and  your  nation  scattered 
over  the  whole  earth,  and  live  the  life  of  strangers  and 
wanderers,  Su  he  advised  them,  while  they  had  time,  to  be 
^ood,  and  not  to  deprive  themselves  of  the  favour  of  God« 
When  the  king  and  the  people  heard  this,  they  rejoiced ; 
and  all  in  common,  and  every  one  in  particular,  took  great 


^  Jlere  is  a  very  gicat  error  in  our  Hebrcivcopj  ia  this  phce»  2CUron.  vi.3 — 6, 
\  applying  wlicit  ToHowi  to  times  pxsi,  and  not  la  Uiiie»  luturc ;  wWiice  thai  lui 
is  quilo  oiliappLitd  by  Sir  Uatc  Newton. 
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care  to  behave  themselves  righteously.  The  king  also  sent 
some  to  take  care  that  those  in  the  country  should  observe 
tlie  laws  also. 

3,  And  this  was  the  state  of  Asa,  king  of  the  two  tribes* 
I  now  return  to  Baasha,  the  king  of  the  multitude  of  the 
Israelites,  who  slew  Natlab,  the  son  of  Jeroboam,  and  re- 
tained the  government.  He  dwelt  in  the  city  Tirzah,  having 
made  that  his  habitation,  and  reigned  twenty -four  years. 
He  became  more  wicked  and  impious  than  Jeroboam  or  his 
son.  He  did  a  great  deal  of  mischief  to  the  multitude,  and 
was  injurious  to  God,  who  sent  the  prophet  Jehu,  and  told 
him  beforehandj  that  his  whole  family  should  be  desti'oyed, 
and  that  lie  would  bring  the  same  miseries  on  his  house 
which  liad  brought  that  of  Jeroboam  to  ruin;  because  when 
he  had  been  made  king  by  him,  he  had  not  requited  his 
kindnesSj  by  governing  the  multitude  righteously  and  reli- 
giously ;  which  things,  in  the  first  place,  tended  to  their  own 
happiness ;  and,  in  the  next  place,  were  pleasing  to  God : 
that  he  had  imitated  this  very  wicked  king  Jeroboam  ;  and 
although  that  man's  soul  had  perished,  yet  did  he  express 
to  the  life  his  wickedness  ;  and  he  said  that  he  should 
therefore  justly  experience  the  like  calamity  with  him,  since 
he  had  been  guilty  of  the  like  wickedness*  But  Baasha, 
though  he  heard  beforehand  what  miseries  would  befall  him 
and  his  W'hole  family  for  their  insolent  behaviour,  yet  did 
not  he  leave  off  his  wicked  practices  for  the  time  to  come, 
nor  did  he  care  to  appear  to  be  other  than  worse  and  worse 
till  he  died ;  nor  did  he  then  repent  of  his  past  actions,  nor 
endeavour  to  obtain  pardon  of  God  for  thcni»  but  did  as 
those  do  who  have  rewards  proposed  to  theni,  when  they 
have  once  in  earnest  set  about  their  w^ork,  they  do  not  leave 
off  their  labours ;  for  thus  did  Baasha,  when  the  prophet 
foretold  to  him  what  would  come  to  pass,  grow  worse,  as 
if  what  were  threatened,  the  perdition  of  his  family  and  the 
destruction  of  his  house  (which  are  really  among  the  great- 
est of  evils),  were  good  things ;  and,  as  if  he  were  a  com- 
batant for  wickedness,  he  every  day  took  more  and  more 
pains  for  it;  and  at  last  he  took  his  army,  and  assaulted  a 
certain  considerable  city  called  Ramah^  which  was  forty  fur- 
longs distant  from  Jerusalem  ;  and  when  he  had  taken  it, 
he  fortified  it,  having  determined  beforehand  to  leave  a 
garrison  in  it,  that  they  might  thence  make  excursions,  and 
do  mischief  to  the  kingdom  of  Asa. 

4.  ^'hereupon  Asa  was  afraid  of  the  attempts  the  enemy 
might  make  upon  him ;  and  considering  with  himself  w^hat 
mischiefs  this  army  that  was  left  in  Ramah  might  do  to  the 
country  over  which  he  reigned,  he  sent  ambassadors  to  the 
king  of  the  Dsunascens,  with  gold  and  silver,  desiring  his 
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assistance,  and  putting  him  in  mind  that  we  have  had  a 
friendship  together  from  the  times  of  our  forefathers.  So 
he  gladly  received  tliat  sum  of  money,  and  made  a  league 
with  him,  and  broke  the  friendship  he  had  with  Baasha, 
and  sent  the  commanders  of  his  own  forces  unto  the  cities 
that  were  under  Baasha*s  dominion,  and  ordered  them  to  do 
them  mischief.  So  they  went  and  hurnt  some  of  them,  and 
spoiled  others :  Ijon  and  Dan,  and  Abehnain*,  and  many 
others.  Now  when  the  king  of  Israel  heard  this,  he  left  off 
building  and  fortifying  Ramah,  and  returned  presently  to 
assist  his  own  people  under  the  distresses  they  were  in  ;  but 
Asa  made  use  of  the  materials  that  were  prepared  for 
building  that  city,  for  building  in  the  same  place  two  strong 
cities,  the  one  of  which  was  called  Geba,  and  the  other 
Mizpah ;  so  that  after  this  Baasha  liad  no  leisure  to  make 
expeditions  against  Asa,  for  he  was  prevented  by  death,  and 
was  buried  in  the  city  Tirzah  ;  and  Elah,  his  son»  took  the 
kingdom,  who,  when  he  had  reigned  two  years,  died,  being 
treacherously  slain  by  Zimri,  the  captain  of  half  his  army ; 
for  when  he  was  at  Arza,  his  steward's  house,  he  persuaded 
some  of  the  horsemen  that  were  under  him  to  assault  Elah, 
and  by  that  means  he  slew  him  when  he  was  without  hia 
armed  men,  ami  his  captains,  for  they  were  all  busied  in  the 
siege  of  Gibhethon,  a  city  of  tlie  Philistines* 

5.  When  Zimri,  the  captain  of  the  army,  had  killed  Elah, 
he  took  the  kingdom  himselt\  and,  according  to  Jehu's  pro* 
phecy,  slew  all  the  house  of  Baasha;  for  it  came  to  pass 
that  Baaslui's  house  utterly  perished,  on  account  of  his  im- 
piety, in  the  same  manner  as  we  have  already  described  the  de- 
struction of  the  house  of  Jeroboam;  but  the  anny  that  was 
besieging  Gibhethon,  when  they  heard  wliat  had  befallen 
the  king,  and  that  when  Zimri  had  killed  him  he  had  gained 
the  kingdom,  they  made  Omri  their  general  king,  who  drew 
off  his  army  from  (libbethon,  and  came  to  Tirzah,  where 
the  royal  palace  was,  and  assaulted  the  city,  and  took  it  by 
force.  But  when  Zimri  saw  that  the  city  had  none  to  de^ 
fend  it>  he  fled  into  the  inmost  part  of  the  palace,  and  set  it 
on  fire,  and  burnt  himself  with  it,  when  he  had  reigned  only 
seven  days.    Upon  which  the  people  of  Israel  were  presently 

'  This  A  be!  main,  or,  in  Josephus'a  copy,  Abel  lane,  thnt  belonged  to  the  land  lif 
IsTftel,  and  bordered  ou  the  dountrj  of  Daniasciis,  h  supposed,  both  by  HudiOQ  nm4 
Sjikanheiini  to  be  the  same  with  Abel,  or  Abila,  whence  came  Abilene.  This  mmf 
be  that  city  m  deDominated  from  Abel  ihe  righteous,  there  buried  ;  concerning  the 
ftlieddioff  of  whose  blood  within  the  corapjisi  of  the  land  of  Israel,  1  understand  i>ut 
Saviour  s  words,  about  the  fatal  war  and  overthrow  of  Judea  by  Titu&  and  his  Ro- 
man army,  **  I'hat  upoa  you  may  come  all  the  righteous  blooiL  shed  upon  tbo  laiMl* 
from  the  blood  of  righteous  Abel  to  the  blood  of  Zachaxias,  son  of  Barachias,  whom 
ye  <vlew  between  tbe^  temple  and  the  altar.  Verily,  I  say  unto  you,  all  these  Ihiags 
ihall  come  upon  this  generation.''    Matt.  ixuh'iS,  36 ;  Luke  xL  5K 
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divided,  and  part  of  them  would  Iiave  Tibni  to  be  king,  and 
part  Omri ;  but  when  those  tliat  were  for  Omri's  ruhng  had 
beaten  Tiboi,  Omri  reigned  over  all  the  multitude.  Now  it 
was  in  the  thirtieth  year  of  the  reign  of  Asa  that  Omri 
reigned  for  twelve  years ;  six  of  these  years  he  reigned  in 
the  city  of  Tirzah,  and  the  rest  in  the  city  called  Scmareon, 
but  named  by  the  Greeks  Samaria ;  but  he  himself  called  it 
Semareon,  from  Semer,  who  sold  him  the  mountain  whereon 
he  built  it.  Now  Omri  was  no  way  diflerent  from  those 
kings  that  reigned  before  him,  but  that  he  grew  worse  than 
they,  for  they  all  sought  how  they  might  turn  the  people 
away  from  God,  by  their  daily  wicked  practices;  and  on 
that  account  it  was  that  God  made  one  of  them  to  be  slain 
by  another,  and  that  no  one  person  of  their  families  should 
remain.  This  Omri  also  died  at  Samaria,  and  Ahab  his 
son  succeeded  him* 

(5.  Now  by  these  events  we  may  learn  what  concern  God 
hath  for  the  affairs  of  mankind,  and  how  he  loves  good  men, 
and  hates  the  wicked,  and  destroys  them  root  and  branch  : 
for  many  of  these  kings  of  Israel,  they  and  their  families, 
were  miserably  destroyed,  and  taken  away  one  by  another, 
in  a  short  time,  for  their  transgression  and  wickedness ;  but 
Asa,  who  was  king  of  Jerusalem,  and  of  the  two  tribes,  at- 
tained, by  Cirod's  blessing,  a  long  and  a  blessed  old  age,  for 
his  piety  and  righteousness,  and  died  happily,  when  he  had 
reigned  forty  and  one  years  ;  and  when  he  was  dead,  his 
son  Jehoshaphat  succeeded  him  in  the  government.  He 
was  born  of  Asa's  wife  Azubah.  And  all  men  allowed  that 
he  followed  the  works  of  David  his  forefather,  and  this  b(»th 
in  courage  and  piety ;  but  we  are  not  obliged  now  to  speak 
any  more  of  the  affairs  of  this  king. 


I 


CHAPTER  XIII. 

Ho%G  Ahab^  when  he  had  taken  Je;:!ehel  to  wlfe^  became  more  ' 
wicked  than  all  the  kings  that  had  been  before  hhn»     Of  \ 
the  actions  of  the  prophet  Elijah ;  and  what  befell  Na- 
both. 

§  L  Now  Ahab,  the  king  of  Israel,  dwelt  in  Samaria,  and  held 
the  government  for  twenty-two  years ;  and  made  no  altera- 
tion in  the  conduct  of  the  kings  that  were  his  predecessors, 
but  only  in  such  things  as  were  of  his  own  invention  for  the 
worse,  and  in  his  most  gross  wickedness.  He  imitated  them 
in  their  wicked  courses,  and  in  their  injurious  behaviour  to- 
wards God  ;  and  more  especially  he  imitated  the  trangres- 
sion  of  Jeroboam ;  for  he  worshipped  the  heifers  that  he 
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had  tnzide;  and  he  contrived  other  absurd  objects  ofworshj 
besides  those  heifers;  he  also  took  to  wife  Uie  daughter 
Ethbaal,  king  of  the  Tyrians  and  SidonianSt  whose  naiDi 
was  Jezebel,  of  whom  he  learned  to  worship  her  own  g" 
This  woman  was  active  and  bold,  and  fell  into  so  great 
degree  of  impurity  and  wickedness,  that  she  built  a  tempi 
to  the  god  of  the  Tyrians,  which  they  called  Belus»  am 
planted  a  prrove  of  all  sorts  of  trees ;  she  also  appoint 
priests  and  false  prophets  to  this  god.  The  king  also  b 
self  had  many  such  about  him ;  and  so  exceeded  in  uiadne: 
and  wickedness  all  [the  kings]  that  went  before  him. 

2,  There  was  now  a  prophet  of  God  Almighty,  of  The 
bon,  a  country  in  Gilead,  that  came  to  Ahab,  and  said  t 
him,  that  God  foretold  he  would  not  send  rain  nor  dew 
those  years  upon  the  country  but  when  he  should  appear^ 
And  when  he  had  confirmed  this  by  an  oath,  he  departed 
into  the  southern  parts,  and  made  his  abode  by  a  brook^ 
out  of  which  he  had  water  to  drink;  for  as  for  his  food| 
ravens  brought  it  to  him  every  day  5  but  when  that  river 
was  dried  up  for  want  of  rain,  he  came  to  Zarepliath,  a  city 
not  far  from  Sidon  and  Tyre,  for  it  lay  between  them,  and 
this  at  the  command  of  God,  for  [God  told  him]  that  he 
should  there  find  a  woman,  who  was  a  widow,  that  should 
give   him   sustenance  :    so   when   he   was  not  far    off  the 
city,  he  saw  a  woman  that  laboured  with  her  own  handsp 
gathering  of  sticks :  so  God  informed  him  that  this  was  the, 
woman  who  was  to  give  him  sustenance :  so  he  came  and 
saluted  her,  and  desired  her  to  bring  him  some  water  to 
drink  ;  but  as  she  was  going  so  to  do,  he  called  to  her,  and 
would  have  her  to  bring  him  a  loaf  of  bread  ako;  whereupon 
she  affirmed  upon  oath,  that  she  had  at  home  nothincr  more 
than  one  handful  of  meal  and  a  little  oil,  and  that  she  was 
going  to  gather  some  sticks,  that  she  might  knead  it,  and 
make  bread  for  herself  and  her  son  ;  after  which,  she  said, 
they  must  perish,  and  be  consumed  by  the  famine,  for  they 
had  nothing  for  themselves  any  longer.     Hereupon  he  saidt 
*'  Go  on  with  good  courage,  and  hope  for  better  things  ;  and 
first  of  all  make  me  a  little  cake,  and  bring  it  to  me,  for  I 
foretell  to  thee  that  this  vessel  of  meal,  and  this  cruise  of  oiI| 
shall  not  fail,  until  God  send  rain,"    When  the  prophet  hod 
said  this,  she  came  to  him,  and  made  him  the  before-named 
cake:  of  which  she  had  part  for  herself,  and  gave  the  rest  to 
her  son,  and  to  the  prophet  also ;  nor  did  any  thing  of  this 
fiiil  until  the  drought  ceased.   Now  Menander  mentions  this 
drouglit  in  his  account  of  the  acts  of  Ethbaal,  king  of  the 
Tyrians ;  where  he  says  thus :    **  Under  him   there  was  a 
want  of  rain  from  the  month  Hyperberetaeus,  till  the  month 
Hyperberetasus  of  the  year  foUowing;  but  when  he  made 
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supplications,  there  came  great  thunders.  This  Ethbaal 
built  the  city  Botrys^  in  Phenicia^  and  the  city  Auza,  in 
Libya/*  By  these  words  be  designed  the  want  of  rain  that 
was  in  the  days  of  Abab;  for  at  that  time  it  was  that  Eth- 
baal also  reigned  over  the  Tyrians,  as  Menander  infonns 

US. 

3.  Now  this  woman^  of  whom  we  spake  before,  tliat 
sustained  the  prophet,  when  her  son  was  fallen  into  a 
distemper,  till  he  gave  up  the  gbost>  and  appeared  to  be 
dead,  came  to  the  prophet  weeping,  and  beating  her  breasts 
with  her  hands,  and  sending  out  such  expressions  as  her 
passions  dictated  to  her,  and  complained  to  him  that  he  had 
come  to  her  to  reproach  her  for  her  sins,  and  that  on  this 
account  it  was  that  her  son  was  dead.  But  he  bid  her  be 
of  good  cheer,  and  deliver  her  son  to  liim,  for  that  he  would 
deliver  him  again  tij  her  alive.  So  when  she  bad  delivered 
her  son  up  to  him,  he  carried  him  into  an  upper  room,  where 
lie  himself  lodged,  and  laid  him  down  upon  the  bed,  and 
cried  unto  God,  and  said,  that  God  bad  not  done  well  in 
rewarding  the  woman  who  had  entertained  him  and  sustained 
him,  by  taking  away  her  son;  and  he  prayed  tliat  be  would 
send  again  the  soul  of  the  child  into  liim,  and  bring  Inm  to 

*  life  again.  Accordingly  God  took  pity  on  the  mother,  and 
was  willing  to  gratify  the  prophet,  that  he  might  not  seem  to 
have  come  to  her  to  do  her  a  mischief;  and  the  child,  beyond 

I  all  expectation,  came  to  life  again.  So  the  mother  returned 
the  prophet  thanks,  and  said  she  was  then  clearly  satisfied 
that  God  did  converse  with  him. 

4.  After  a  little  while  Etijali  came  to  king  Ahab,  according 
to  God's  will,  to  inform  hitn  that  rain  was  coming"'.  Now 
the  famine  had  seized  upon  the  whole  country,  antl  there 
was  a  great  want  of  what  was  necessary  for  sustenance,  inso- 
much that  it  was  not  only  men  that  wanted  it,  but  the  earth 
itself  also,  which  did  not  produce  enough  for  the  horses  and 
the  other  beasts,  of  what  was  useful  for  them  to  feed  on,  by 
reason  of  the  drought.     So  the  king  called  for  Obadiah, 

1  who  was  steward  over  his  cattle,  and  said  to  him,  that  he 
would  have  him  go  to  the  fountains  of  water,  and  to  the 
brooks,  that  if  any  herbs  could  he  found  for  them,  they 
might  mow  it  down,  and  reserve  it  for  the  beasts.     And 

■  JoMphus,  in  his  present  coniet,  says,  ihat  a  little  white  after  the  recovery  of 
i  th«  widow's  son  of  Sarepta,  God  sent  niia  upon  the  earth ;  whereas,  in  our  other 
^copies,  U  is  after  many  days*  1  Kings,  xviii*  1*  Several  years  are  also  intimated 
rthere»  and  in  Josephu»,  §  2.  as  belonging  to  this  drought  and  famine;  nay,  we  hare 
[  the  express  mention  of  the  third  year,  which  I  siippowj  was  reckoned  from  the 
[  recovery  of  the  widow's  son,  and  the  ceasing  of  this  drought  in  Phcoieia  (which,  as 
I  Jtfenander  Informs  ui  here,  lasted  one  whole  year)  ;  nnd  both  our  Saviour  and  Si, 
f  James  afHrm,  thai  thi«  drought  lasted  tiiree  years  and  six  months,  as  their  copies  of 
'  the  Old  resument  then  informed  them,  Luke,  iv,  25  ;  James,  v.  17. 
V  OU  I.  K  k 
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when  he  had  sent  persons  all  over  the  hahitable  earth  "»  to 
discover  the  prophet  Elijah,  and  they  could  not  find  hhm» 
he  bade  Obadiah  accompany  him :  so  it  was  resolved  they 
should  make  a  progress,  and  divide  the  ways  between  them; 
and  Obadiah  took  one  road,  and  the  king  another.  Now  it 
happened,  that  the  5?ame  time  when  queen  Jezebel  slew  the 
prophets,  this  Obadiah  had  hidden  a  hundred  prophets,  and 
nad  fed  them  with  nothing  but  bread  and  water.  But  when 
Obadiah  was  alone^  and  absent  froni  the  king,  the  prophet 
Elijah  met  him;  and  Obadiah  asked  him  who  he  was ;  and 
when  he  had  learned  it  from  him,  he  worshipped  him. 
Elijali  then  bid  him  go  to  the  king,,  and  tell  him  that  I  am 
here  ready  to  wait  on  him.  But  Obadiah  replied,  "  Wliat 
evil  have  I  done  to  thee,  that  thou  sendest  me  to  one  who 
seeketh  to  kill  thee,  and  hath  sought  over  all  the  earth  for 
thee?  Or  was  he  so  ignorant  as  not  to  know  that  the  king 
had  left  no  place  untouched  unto  which  he  had  not  sent 

Sersons  to  bring  him  back,  in  order,  if  they  could  take 
im,  to  have  him  put  to  death?"  For  he  told  him  he  was 
afraid  lest  God  should  appear  to  him  again,  and  he  should 
go  away  into  another  place;  and  that  when  the  king  should 
send  him  for  Elijah,  and  he  should  miss  of  him,  and  not  be 
able  to  find  him  anywhere  upon  earth,  he  should  be  put  to 
death.  He  desired  him  therefore  to  take  care  of  his  pre- 
servation ;  and  told  him  how  diligently  he  had  provided  for 
those  of  his  own  profession,  and  had  saved  a  hundred 
prophets,  when  Jezebel  slew  the  rest  of  them,  and  had  kept 
them  concealed,  and  that  they  had  been  sustained  by  him. 
But  Elijah  bade  him  fear  nothing,  but  go  to  the  king ;  and 
he  assured  him  upon  oath,  that  he  would  certainly  show 
himself  to  Ahab  that  very  day. 

5*  So  %vhen  Obadiah  had  informed  the  king  that  Elijah 
was  there,  Ahab  met  him,  and  asked  him  in  anger  if  he  were 
the  man  that  afHictcd  the  people  of  the  Hebrews,  and  was 
the  occasion  of  the  drought  they  lay  under?  But  Elijah, 
without  any  flattery,  said  that  he  was  himself  the  man ;  he 
and  his  house,  which  brought  such  afflictions  upon  them ; 
and  that  by  introducing  strange  gods  into  their  country,  and 
worshiping  them,  and  by  leaving  their  own,  who  was  the 
only  true  God,  and  having  no  manner  of  regard  to  hiro. 
However,  he  bade  him  go  his  way,  and  gather  together  all 
the  people  to  him,  to  mount  CarmeU  with  his  own  prnphetSj 
and  those  of  his  wife,  telling  him  how  many  there  were  of 
them,  as  also  the  prophets  of  the  groves,  about  four  hundred 

"  Joiephus  here  seems  to  meiin,tl]at  this  drought  afiected  alt  thehabitabteenrthi 
lod  pnesently  all  the  earthy  as  our  Saviour  says  it  was  upon  all  the  earth,  Luke,  it* 
25.  They  who  restiaiTi  these  cxpreesioos  to  the  laud  of  Judea  aJone,  go  without 
iuflficieiit  authority  or  examples. 
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in  number.  And  as  all  the  men  whom  Ahab  sent  for  ran 
away  to  the  fo renamed  mountain,  the  prophet  EHjah  stood 
in  the  midst  of  them,  and  said,  '*  How  long  will  you  live 
thus  in  uncertainty  of  mind  and  opinion?'*  He  also  exhorted 
them,  that  in  case  they  esteemed  their  own  country  God  to 
be  the  true  and  only  God,  they  would  follow  him  and  his 
commandments ;  but  in  case  they  esteemed  him  to  be  nothing, 
but  had  an  opinion  of  the  strange  gods,  and  that  they  ought 
to  worship  them,  his  counsel  was,  that  they  should  follow 
them.  And  when  the  multitude  made  no  answer  to  what 
he  said,  Elijah  desired,  that,  for  a  trial  of  the  power  of  the 
Btrange  gods  and  of  their  own  God,  he,  who  was  his  only 
prophet,  while  they  had  four  hundred,  might  take  a  heifer 
and  kill  it  as  a  sacrifice,  and  lay  it  upon  pieces  of  wood,  and 
not  kindle  any  fire,  and  that  they  should  do  the  same  things^ 
and  call  upon  their  own  gods  to  set  the  wood  on  fire,  for  if 
that  were  done,  they  would  thence  learn  the  nature  of  the 
true  God.  This  proposal  pleased  the  people.  So  Elijah 
bade  the  prophets  to  choose  out  a  heifer  first,  and  kill  it,  and 
to  call  on  their  gods ;  but  when  there  appeared  no  effect  of 
the  prayer  or  invocation  of  the  prophets  upon  their  sacrifice, 
Elijah  derided  them,  and  bade  them  call  upon  their  gods 
with  a  loud  voice,  for  they  might  either  be  on  a  journey  or 
asleep ;  and  when  these  prophets  had  done  so  from  morning 
till  noon,  and  cut  themselves  with  swords  and  lances  % 
according  to  the  customs  of  their  country,  and  he  was  about 
to  offer  his  sacrifice,  he  bid  [the  prophets]  go  away;  but 
bade  [the  people]  come  near  and  observe  what  he  did,  lest 
he  should  privately  hide  fire  among  the  pieces  of  wood.  So, 
upon  the  approach  of  the  multitude,  he  took  twelve  stones, 
one  for  each  tribe  of  the  people  of  the  Hebrews,  and  built 
an  altar  with  them,  and  dug  a  very  deep  trench ;  and  when 
he  had  laid  the  pieces  of  wood  upon  the  altar,  and  upon 
them  had  laid  the  pieces  of  the  sacrifices,  he  ordered  them 
to  fill  four  barrels  with  the  water  of  the  fountain,  and  to 
pour  it  upon  the  altar,  till  it  ran  over  it,  and  till  the 
trench  was  filled  with  the  water  poured  into  it.  When  he 
had  done  this,  he  began  to  pray  to  God,  and  to  invocate  him 
to  make  manifest  his  power  to  a  people  that  had  already 
been  in  an  error  a  long  time;  upon  which  words  a  fire  came 
on  a  sudden  from  heaven,  in  the  sight  of  the  multitude,  and 
fell  upon  the  altar,  and  consumed  the  sacrifice,  till  the  very 
water  was  set  on  firci  and  the  place  was  become  dry, 

6.  Now  when  the  Israelites  saw  this,  they  fell  down  upon 
the  ground,  and  worshipped  one  God,  and  called  him  the 

*  Mr.  Spanheim  take?  notice  here,  that  in  the  worship  of  Milhra  (the  god  of  the 
PfiTnaRe)i  the  prieita  cut  UiemAelves  in  the  »ame  irmnner  ft*  did  these  priests  ia 
tlieir  invocation  of  Bnal  (the  god  of  the  FheQictaDa). 
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great  and  the  only  true  God,  but  they  called  the  others 
mere  names,  framed  by  the  evil  and  wild  opinions  of  men* 
So  they  caught  their  prophets,  and,  at  the  command  of 
Elijah,  slew  them*     Elijah  also  said  to  the  king,  that  he 

1  should  go  to  dinner  without  any  further  concern,  for  that  in 
a  little  time  he  would  see  God  send  them  rain.  Accordingly, 
Ahab  went  his  way ;  but  Elijah  went  up  to  the  highest  top 

j  of  mount  Carmcl,  and  sat  down  upon  the  ground,  and 
leaned  his  head  upon  his  knees,  and  bade  his  servant  go  up 
to  a  certain  elevated  place,  and  look  towards  the  sea,  and 
when  he  should  see  a  cloud  rising  anywhere,  he  should  give 
liim  notice  of  it,  for  till  that  time  the  air  had  been  clear- 
When  the  servant  had  gone  up,  and  had  said  many  times 
that  he  saw  nothing,  at  the  seventh  time  of  his  going  up,  he 
said  that  he  saw  a  small  black  thing  in  the  sky,  not  larger 
than  a  mans  foot.  When  Elijah  heard  that,  he  sent  to 
Ahab,  and  desired  him  to  go  away  to  the  citv  before  the  rain 
came  down.  So  he  came  to  the  city  Jezreel ;  and  in  a  little 
time  the  air  was  all  obscured,  and  covered  with  clouds,  and 
a  vehement  storm  of  wind  came  upon  the  earth,  and  with  it 
a  great  deal  of  rain ;  and  the  prophet  was  under  a  divine 
fury,  and  ran  along  with  the  king's  chariot  unto  Jezreel,  a 
city  of  Izar  ^'  [Isachar,] 

7*  When  Jezebel,  the  wife  of  Ahab,  understood  what 
signs  Elijah  had  wrought,  and  how  he  had  slain  her  prophets, 
she  was  angry,  and  sent  messengers  to  him,  and  by  them 
threatened  to  kill  him,  as  he  had  destroyed  her  prophets. 
At  this  Elijah  was  affrighted,  and  fled  to  tlie  city  called 
Beersheba,  which  is  situate  at  the  utmost  limits  of  the 
country  belonging  to  the  tribe  of  Judah,  towards  the  land  of 
Edom ;  and  there  he  left  his  servant,  and  went  away  into 
the  desert.  He  prayed  also  that  he  might  die,  for  that  he 
was  not  better  than  his  fathers,  nor  need  he  be  very  desirous 
to  live,  when  they  were  dead ;  and  he  lay  and  slept  under  a 
certain  tree;  and  when  somebody  awakened  him,  and  he 
was  risen  up,  he  found  food  set  by  hhn  and  water  j  so  when 
he  had  eaten,  and  recovered  his  strength  by  that  his  food, 
he  came  to  that  mountain  which  is  called  Sinai,  where  it  is 
related  that  Moses  received  his  laws  from  God;  and  Bnding 
there  a  certain  hollow  cave,  he  entered  into  it,  and  continued 
to  make  his  alM)de  in  it.  But  when  a  certain  voice  came  to 
him,  but  from  whence  he  knew  not,  and  asked  him,  why  he 
was  come  thither,  and  had  left  the  city  ?  he  said,  that 
because  he  had  slain  the  prophets  of  the  foreign  gods,  and 

I*  For  liar  we  may  here  read  (with  Hudson  find  Coccelus)  Isachar^  i.  ©.  of  Uae 
iril>e  of  Uachar»  for  to  tdai  trtU  diil  Jezreel  belong:  and  presently  at  the  bcgumin^ 
of  ^  8.  as  also  chap*  xv.  ^  4.  we  may  read  for  Uar*  with  one  ^IS.  nearly*  tnd  ibe 
(cnpture,  Je/reel,  for  that  ^vas  the  city  meant  id  the  Uistory  gf  Nabotlt, 
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had  persuaded  t!ie  people  tliat  he  alone  uhoin  they  had 
worshipped  from  the  beginning  was  Gud,  lie  was  sought  for 
by  the  kjng*s  wife  to  be  punished  for  so  doing.  And  when 
he  bad  heard  another  voice,  telling  him  that  be  should  cunie 
out  the  next  day  into  the  open  air,  and  should  thereby  know 
what  he  was  to  do,  he  came  out  of  the  cave  the  next  day 
accordingly,  when  he  both  heard  an  earthquake,  and  saw 
the  bright  splendour  of  a  fire;  and  after  a  silence  made,  a 
divine  voice  exhorted  him  not  to  he  distm-bed  with  the  cir- 
cumstances he  was  in,  for  that  none  of  his  enemies  should 
have  power  over  him.  The  voice  also  commanded  him  to 
return  home,  and  to  ordain  Jehu,  the  son  of  Nimshi,  to  be 
king  over  their  own  niuUitude :  and  llazael,  of  Damascus, 
to  he  over  the  Syrians  j  and  Elisha,  of  the  city  Abel,  to  be 
a  prophet  in  his  stead :  and  that  of  the  impious  multitude, 
some  should  be  slain  by  Hazael,  and  others  by  Jehu»  So 
Elijah,  upon  hearing  this  charge,  returned  into  the  land  of 
the  Hebrews.  And  when  he  found  Klisha,  the  son  of  Sliaptet, 
ploughing,  and  certain  others  with  him,  driving  twelve  yoke 
of  oxen,  he  came  to  him,  and  cast  his  own  garment  upon 
him  ;  upon  which  Ehsha  began  to  prophesy  presently,  and 
leavmg  his  oxen,  he  followed  Elijah.  And  when  he  desired 
leave  to  salute  his  parents,  Elijah  gave  him  leave  so  to  do: 
and  when  he  had  taken  his  leave  of  them,  he  followed  hhn, 
and  became  the  disciple  and  the  servant  of  Elijah  all  the 
days  of  his  hfe.  And  thus  have  I  despatched  the  afiairs  in 
which  this  prophet  was  concerned. 

8.  Now  there  was  one  Naboth,  of  the  city  Izar  [Jezreel], 
who  had  a  field  adjoining  to  that  of  the  king's  :  the  king 
would  have  persuaded  him  to  sell  him  that  his  field,  which 
lay  so  near  to  his  own  lands,  at  what  price  he  pleased,  that 
he  might  join  them  togetlier,  and  make  them  one  farm;  and 
if  he  would  not  accept  of  money  for  it,  he  gave  him  leave  to 
choose  any  of  his  other  fields  in  its  stead.  But  Naboth 
said,  he  would  not  do  so,  but  would  keep  the  possession  of 
that  land  of  his  own,  which  lie  had  by  inheritance  from  his 
father*  Upon  this  the  king  was  grieved,  as  if  he  had  re- 
ceived an  injury,  when  he  could  not  get  another  man's  pos- 
session, and  he  would  neither  wash  himself,  nor  take  any 
food :  and  when  Jezebel  asked  him  what  it  was  that  troubled 
him,  and  why  he  would  neither  wash  himself,  nor  eat  either 
diimer  or  supper,  he  related  to  her  the  perversencss  of 
Naboth ;  and  how,  when  he  had  made  use  of  gentle  words 
to  him,  and  such  as  were  beneath  the  royal  authority,  he 
had  been  affronted,  and  had  not  obtauied  what  he  desired. 
However,  she  persuaded  him  not  to  he  cast  down  at  this 
accident,  but  to  leave  off  his  grief,  and  return  to  the  ustial 
care  of  his  body*  for  that  she  would  take  care  to  have 
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Naboth  punished :  and  slic  immediately  sent  letters  to  the 
ruler  of  the  Israelites  [Jezreelites]  in  Ahab's  name,  and 
commanded  tliem  to  fast,  and  to  assemble  a  congregation, 
and  to  set  Naboth  at  the  head  of  them,  because  he  was  of 
an  illustrious  family,  and  to  have  three  bold  men  ready 
to  bear  witness  that  he  had  blasphemed  God  and  the 
king,  and  then  to  stone  him,  and  slay  him  in  that  manner. 
Accordingly,  when  Naboth  had  been  thus  testified  against, 
as  the  queen  had  written  to  them,  that  he  had  blasphemed 
against  God  and  Ahab  the  king,  she  desired  him  to  take 
possession  of  Naboth's  vineyard  on  free  cost.  So  Abab 
was  glad  at  what  had  been  done,  and  rose  up  immediately 
from  the  bed  whereon  he  lay,  to  go  to  see  Naboth's  vine-  ^ 
yard ;  but  God  had  great  indignation  at  it,  and  sent  Klijali  ■ 
the  prophet  to  the  field  of  Naboth,  to  speak  to  Ahab,  and 
to  say  to  him,  that  -*  he  had  slain  the  true  owner  of  that 
field  unjustly*"  And  as  soon  as  he  came  to  him,  and  the 
king  had  said,  that  he  might  do  with  iiim  what  he  pleased 
(for  he  thought  it  a  reproach  to  him  to  be  thus  caught  in 
bis  sin),  Elijah  said,  that  **  in  that  very  place  in  which  the 
dead  body  of  Nabotli  was  eaten  by  dogs,  both  his  own 
blood,  and  that  of  his  wife's,  should  be  shed  ;  and  that  all 
his  family  should  perish,  because  he  had  been  so  insolently^ 
wicked,  and  slain  a  citizen  unjustly  and  contrary  to  the  kws 
of  his  country.'  Hereupon  Ahab  began  to  be  sorry  for  the 
things  he  had  done,  and  to  repent  of  them ;  and  he  put  on 
sackcloth,  and  went  barefoot 'i,  and  would  not  touch  any 
food:  he  also  confessed  his  sins,  and  endeavoured  thus  la 
appease  God*  But  God  said  to  the  prophet,  that  '*  while 
Ahab  was  living  he  would  put  off  the  punishment  of  hisi 
family,  because  he  repented  of  those  insolent  crimes  he  had 
been  guilty  of,  but  that  still  he  would  fulfil  his  threatening 
under  Ahab's  son,"  Which  message  the  prophet  deliverea 
to  the  king. 


I 


CHAPTER  XIV. 

How  Hadad  king  of  Damascus  and  of  Syria  ^  made  two 
ejrjjeditions  againsi  Ahabi  and  was  beaten. 

§  1.  When  the  affairs  of  Ahab  w^ere  thus,  at  that  very  tiraej 
the  son  of  Hadad  [Benhadad],  who  was  king  of  the  Syrians 


•1  **  The  Jews  weep  to  Ihw  day  (says  Jemme,  Uere  cired  by  HeU&d),  Jind  roll  ' 
theniftelvi^s  upon  sackcloth,  iu  aahes,  barefoot,  upon  &ucK  occaiions/*     To  whicb 
Spanheim  add?^,  ''  that  afler  ihe  same  tnaaoer  Bertiice,  whca  life  was  in  diDgeit 
stood  ai  the  tribunal  of  Florus  barefoot/*    Of  the  \Var»  B.  11.  ch.  xv»  f  I.     See 
the  like  of  David,  2  Sam.  xv.  30  j  Aniiq.  B.  VIU  ch,  ijt,  f  2. 
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and  of  Damascug,  got  together  an  army  out  of  all  his  coun- 
try, and  procured  thirty-two  kings  beyond  Euphrates  to  be 
his  auxiliaries  :  so  he  made  an  expedition  against  Ahab  ; 
but  because  Ahab's  army  was  not  ]ike  that  of  Benhadad's, 
he  did  not  set  it  in  array  to  fight  him,  but  having  shut  up 
every  thing  that  was  in  the  country*  in  the  strongest  cities 
he  had,  he  abode  in  Samaria  liimself,  for  the  walls  about  it 
were  very  strong,  and  it  appeared  to  be  not  easily  to  be  takeu 
in  other  respects  also.  So  the  king  of  Syria  took  his  army 
with  him,  and  came  to  Samaria,  antl  placed  his  army  round 
about  the  city,  and  besieged  it.  He  also  sent  a  herald  to 
Ahab,  antl  desireJ  he  Mould  *idmit  the  ambassadors  he 
would  send  him,  by  whom  he  would  let  him  know  his 
pleasure.  So  upon  the  king  of  Israel's  permission  for  him 
to  send,  those  ambassadars  came,  and  by  their  king's  com- 
matid  spake  thus;  that  '^  AkaVs  riches,  and  his  children, 
and  his  wives,  were  Benhadad's,  and  if  he  would  make  an 
agreement,  and  give  him  leave  to  take  as  much  of  what  he 
had  as  he  pleased,  he  would  withdraw  his  army,  and  leave 
oil' the  siege."  Upon  this  Ahab  bid  the  ambassadors  to  go 
back,  and  tell  their  king,  that  both  he  himself^  and  all  that 
lie  hath,  were  his  possessions,  And  when  these  ambas- 
sadors had  told  this  to  Benhadad,  he  sent  to  him  again,  and 
desired,  since  he  confessed  that  all  he  had  w^as  his,  that  he 
would  admit  those  servants  of  his  which  he  should  send  the 
next  day,  and  he  commanded  him  to  deliver  to  those  whom 
he  should  send  whatsoever  upon  their  searching  his  palace, 
and  the  houses  of  his  friends  and  kindred,  they  should  find 
to  be  excellent  in  its  kind,  but  that  what  did  not  please 
them  they  should  leave  to  him.  At  this  second  embassage 
of  the  king  of  Syria,  iVhab  was  surprised,  and  gathered 
together  the  multitude  to  a  congregation,  and  told  them, 
**  that  for  himself  he  was  ready,  for  their  safety  and  peace, 
to  give  up  his  own  wives  and  children  to  the  enemy,  and  to 
jield  to  him  all  his  own  possessions,  for  that  was  what  the 
Syrian  king  required  at  his  first  embassage  ;  but  that  now 
he  desires  to  send  his  servants  to  search  all  their  houses, 
and  in  them  to  leave  nothing  that  is  excellent  in  its  kind, 
seeking  an  occasion  of  fightijig  against  him,  as  knowing 
that  1  would  not  spare  what  is  mine  own  for  your  sakes,  but 
taking  an  handle  from  the  disagreeable  terms  he  offers  con- 
cerning you  to  bring  a  war  upon  us;  however,  I  will  do 
what  you  shall  resolve  is  fit  to  be  done/*  But  the  multitude 
advised  him  to  hearken  to  none  of  his  proposals,  but  to 
despise  him,  and  be  in  readiness  to  fight  him.  Accordingly 
when  he  had  given  the  ambassadors  this  answer  to  be  re- 
ported, that  **  he  still  continued  in  the  mind  to  comply  with 
terms  he  at  first  desired,  for  the  safety  of  the  citizens; 
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but  as  for  hia  second  desires,  he  cannot  submit  to  them," 
be  dismissed  them, 

2.  Now  when  Benhadad  heard  this,  he  had  indignation, 
I  and  sent  ambassadors  to  Ahab  the  third  time,  and  threatened 
that  his  army  '*  would  raise  a  bank  higher  than  those  walls, 
in  confidence  of  whose  strength  he  despised  him,  and  that 
by  only  each  man  uf  his  army  taking  a  handful  of  earth ;" 
hereby  making  a  show  of  the  great  number  of  his  army,  and 
»imhig  to  affright  him.  Ahab  answered,  that  "  he  ought 
not  to  vaunt  hunself  when  he  had  only  put  on  his  armour^ 
but  when  he  should  have  conquered  his  enemies  in  the 
battle,'*  So  the  ambassadors  came  back,  and  found  the 
king  at  supper  with  his  thirty-two  kings,  and  informed  him 
of  AhaVs  answer ;  who  then  immediately  gave  order  for 
proceeding  thus  :  to  make  lines  round  the  city,  and  raise  a 
bulwark,  and  to  prosecute  the  siege  all  manner  of  w*ays* 
Now,  as  this  was  doing,  Ahab  was  in  a  great  agony,  and  all 
his  people  with  him :  but  he  took  courage,  and  was  freed 
from  his  fears,  upon  a  certain  prophet  coming  to  him,  and 
saying  to  hhii,  that  "  God  had  promised  to  subdue  so  many 
ten  tliousands  of  hia  enemies  under  him."  And  when  he 
inr|uired  by  whose  means  the  victory  was  to  be  obtained,  he 
said,  '*  By  the  sons  of  the  princes,  but  under  thy  conduct  as 
their  leader,  by  reason  of  their  unskilfulness  [in  war]/^ 
Upon  which  he  called  for  the  sons  of  the  princes,  and  found 
them  to  be  two  hundred  thirty  and  two  persons.  So  when 
he  was  informed  that  the  king  of  Syria  had  betaken  himself 
to  feasting  and  repose,  he  opened  the  gates,  and  sent  out 
the  princes*  sons.  Now  when  the  sentinels  told  Benhadad 
of  it,  he  sent  some  to  meet  tliem,  and  commanded  them, 
that  if  these  men  were  come  out  for  fighting,  they  should 
bind  them,  and  bring  tlietn  to  him ;  and  that  if  they  caime 
out  peaceably  they  sltould  do  the  same.  Now  Ahab  had 
another  army  ready  within  the  walls,  but  the  sons  of  the 
princes  fell  upon  the  out-guard,  and  slew  many  of  ihem,  and 
pursued  the  rest  of  them  to  the  camp ;  and  when  the  king 
of  Israel  saw  that  these  had  the  upper  hand,  he  sent  out  atl 
the  rest  of  his  army,  which  falling  suddenly  upon  the  Syrians, 
beat  them,  for  they  did  not  think  they  would  have  come 
out;  on  which  account  it  was  that  they  assaulted  them 
when  they  were  naked',  and  drunk,  insomuch  that  they  left 


'  Mr.  Rt^bnd  ntites  here  very  truly,  that  tbc  word  ualcd  does  not  always  lugoify 
tniircly  nakeil,  bui  soraclimcs  without  tuen's  usual  iirmour,  without  their  u»ual 
tobea  Of  upper  ganncoU :  a*  when  Virgil  bids  llic  hujibanJiniin  plough  Daked« 
aod  tow  Q&kvd ;  wht-n  Joscphus  says,  Autlq.  B.  IV.  ch.  lii.  ^  2,  tbM  God  hftd 
giveo  ihe  Jews  Lhe  s«iurity  of  aniiour  wbi^ti  ibey  were  naked  ;  and  wbcn  be  bore 
Mys,  that  v\hmb  kl\  oti  Iho  Syrians  wben  they  were  naked  and  druok :  wImh 
Aniiq.  B.  XI.  eb,  v.  j  8,  bo  &ays,  Ibal  Nebemiah  comioaiidcd  those  ,|€WA  ikftt 
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armour  behind  them  when  they  fled  out  of  the  camp, 
and  the  king  himself  escaped  with  difficuUyj  by  6ying  away 
on  horseback  :  but  Ahab  went  a  great  way  iu  pursuit  of  the 
Syi^i^ns ;  and  when  he  had  spoiled  their  camp,  which  con- 
tainetl  a  great  deal  of  weahh,  and  moreover  a  large  quantity 
of  gold  and  sUver,  he  took  Benhadad's  chariots  and  horses, 
and  returned  to  the  city;  but  as  the  prophet  told  him  he 
ought  to  have  his  army  ready,  because  the  Syrian  king 
would  make  another  expedition  against  him  the  next  year, 
Ahab  was  busy  in  making  provision  for  it  accordingly. 

S>  Now  Benhadad,  when  he  had  saved  himself,  and  as 
much  of  his  army  as  he  couldjOUt  of  the  battle,  he  consulted 
Vfith  his  friends  how  he  might   make  another  expedition 

^mgainst  the  Israelites.  Now  those  friends  advised  him  not 
lo  fight  with  them  on  the  hills,  because  their  God  was 
potent  in  such  places,  and  thence  it  had  come  to  pass  that 
they  had  very  lately  been  beaten ;  but  they  said,  that  if  they 

I  joined  battle  with  them  in  the  plain,  they  should  beat  them, 

I  They  also  gave  him  this  further  advice,  to  send  home  those 
kings  whom  he  had  brought  as  his  auxiliaries,  but  to  retain 
their  army,  and  to  set  captains  over  it  instead  of  the  kings, 
and  to  raise  an  army  out  of  their  country,  and  let  them  be  in 

I  the  phice  of  the  former  who  perished  in  the  battle,  together 
with  horses  and  chariots.  So  he  judged  their  counsel  to  be 
good,  and  acted  according  to  it  in  the  management  of  the 

[army. 

4.  At  the  beginning  of  the   spring,  Benhadad  took  his 

i  army  with  him,  and  led  it  against  the  Hebrews ;  and  when 
he  was  cotne  to  a  certain  city  which  was  called  Aphek,  he 
pitched  his  camp  in  the  great  plain.  Ahab  also  went  to 
meet  him  witli  his  army,  and  pitched  his  camp  over-against 
him,  although  his  army  were  a  very  small  one,  if  it  were 

I  compared  with  the  enemy*3  :  but  the  prophet  came  again  to 

I  him,  and  told  liim,  that  *'God  would  give  him  the  victory, 

I  that  he  might  demonstrate  his  own  power  to  be,  not  only  on 
the  mountains,  but  on  the  phdns  also;"  which  it  seems  was 
contrary  to  the  opinion  of  the  Syrians.     So  they  lay  quiet  in 

.their  camp  seven  days,  but  on  the  last  of  those  days,  when 


«rere  building  the  walls  of  Jerusalem,  to  take  care  to  have  their  armour  oa  upon 
occuioQ,  that  the  eaemy  might  tiot  fall  upon  them  naked,  I  may  add,  that  the 
case  aeems  to  he  the  same  in  the  Scripture,  when  it  says,  that  Saul  lay  down  naked 
«moDg  the  prophets,  I  Sam.  xix.  24,  when  it  says,  thai  Isaiab  walked  naked  and 
liarefoot,  ba.  xx.  2,  3  ;  and  when  it  says,  that  Peter,  before  he  girt  his  fisher's  coat 
to  him,  was  naked,  John.  xxi.  7.  What  is  said  of  David  aUo  giv^  light  to  tbts, 
who  was  reproached  by  Michal  for  **  daDciag  before  the  ark,  and  uncovering  him- 
self  in  the  eyes  of  lii^  hiitidmaidii.  as  oiie  of  the  vain  fellows  ahamefuUy  uncovereth 
himaelf,"  2  Saw,  vi,  14,  '20  ,  yet  it  is  there  expressly  said,  tcr,  14,  that  '*  David 
wai  girded  with  a  linen  ephml/'  i,  c.  he  had  laid  aaide  his  robes  of  state,  and 
put  on  the  sacerdotal  J  Levitical^  or  sacred  gartnents^  proper  for  such  a  aolemnity. 
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the  enemies  came  out  of  their  campj  and  put  themselves  in 
array  in  order  to  fight,  Ahab  also  brought  out  his  own  army, 
and  when  the  battle  was  joined,  and  they  fought  valiantly, 
be  put  the  enemy  to  flight,  and  pursued  them,  and  pressed 
upon  them,  and  slew  them ;  nay,  they  were  destroyed  by 
their  own  chariots,  and  by  one  another ;  nor  could  any  more 
than  a  few  of  them  escape  to  their  own  city  Aphek,  who 
Mere  also  killed  by  the  walls  fallinf^  upon  them,  being  in 
number  twenty-seven  thousand  *•  Now  there  were  slain  in 
this  battle  a  hundred  thousand  more :  but  Benhadad,  the 
king  of  the  Syrians,  fled  away,  with  certain  others  of  his 
most  faithful  servants,  and  hid  himself  in  a  cellar  under 
ground  :  and  when  these  told  him  that  the  kings  of  Israel 
were  humane  and  merciful  men,  and  that  they  might  make 
use  of  the  usual  manner  of  supplication,  and  obtain  deliver- 
ance from  Ahab,  in  case  he  would  give  them  leave  to  go  to 
him,  he  gave  them  leave  accordingly.  So  they  came  to 
Ahab,  clothed  in  sackcloth,  with  ropes  about  their  heads 
(for  this  was  the  ancient  manner  of  supplication  among  the 
Syrians)*,  and  said,  that  "Benhadad  desired  he  would  save 
him,  and  that  he  would  ever  be  a  servant  to  him  for  that  fa* 
vour/*  Ahab  replied,  **  lie  was  glad  that  he  w*as  alive,  and 
not  hurt  in  the  battle/*  And  he  further  promised  him  the 
same  honour  and  kindness  that  a  man  would  show  to  his 
brother.  So  they  received  assurances  upon  oath  from  him^ 
that  when  he  came  to  him  he  should  receive  no  harm  from 
bim,  and  then  went  and  brought  him  out  of  the  cellar 
wherein  he  was  hid,  and  brought  him  to  Ahab  as  he  sat  in 
I  his  chariot.  So  Benhadad  worshipped  him;  and  Ahab 
gave  him  his  hand,  and  made  him  come  up  to  him  into  his 
chariot,  and  kissed  him,  and  bid  him  l>e  of  good  cheer,  and 
not  to  expect  that  any  mischief  should  be  done  to  him.  So 
Benhadad  returned  him  thanks,  and  professed  that  he 
would  remember  his  kindness  to  him  all  the  days  of  his  life; 
and  promised  he  would  restore  those  cities  of  the  Israelites 
which  the  former  kings  had  taken  from  them,  and  grant 
that  he  should  have  leave  to  come  to  Damascus,  as  his  fore* 

■  Josephus'ft  Dumber,  two  myrladK  and  Beven  thousand,  agrees  here  with  thai  ia 

I  our  other  copteii,  as  those  that  were  E^lam  by  the  hllmg  down  of  th«  walla  <il 

I  Aphek;  bat  I  auspecied  at  first  that  this  Dumber  id  Josephus*a  present  co|i)«a 

could  not  be  bis  origiaa]  number,  because  bo  cavils  them  olicoi,  a  fete,  wbiclk 

I  euuld  hardly  be  said  of  so  mauy  as  tweQiy*s«ven  thousacui,  and  because  oflbe  im- 

1  prahability  of  the  fall  of  a  particular  ^all  killtng  to  many  ]  yet  when  I  consider  Jo> 

:  tepbus's  next  words,  how  the  rest  which  were  slain  in  the  battle  were  '  ten  lyUiflr 

myriads,'  thnt  iweiuy-icven  thousand  arc  but  a  few  iu  comparison  of  a  hundnd 

tlmusand  ;  and  ttiat  it  was  not  *  a  wall,"  as  in  our  English  version^  but '  tbe  waU* 

or  *  the  entire  walls*  of  the  city  that  fell  down,  as  in  all  the  originnJ«. 

*  This  manner  of  suppticatioD  for  men's  lives  among  the  Syriaas,  with  roptA  of 
halicrs  about  their  beads,  or  necks,  is,  I  suppoie,  no  strange  tbiag  in  lal#r 
even  in  our  own  country. 
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fathers  liad  to  come  to  Samaria.  So  they  confirmed  their 
covenant  by  oaths,  and  Ahab  made  him  many  presentSi  and 
sent  him  back  to  his  own  kingdom.  And  this  was  the  con- 
clusion of  that  war  that  Benhadad  made  against  Ahab  and 
the  Israehtes. 

5.  But  a  certain  prophet,  whose  name  was  Micaiah ", 
came  to  one  of  the  Israelites,  and  bid  him  smite  him  on  the 
head,  for  by  so  doing  he  would  please  God;  but  when  he 
would  not  do  so,  he  foretold  to  him,  that  since  he  disobeyed 
the  commands  of  God,  he  should  meet  with  a  lion  and  he 
destroyed  by  him.  When  this  sad  accident  had  befallen 
the  man,  the  prophet  came  again  to  another,  and  gave  him 
the  same  injunction ;  so  he  smote  him,  and  wounded  his 
skull :  upon  which  he  bound  up  his  headj  and  came  to  the 
king,  and  told  him,  that  he  had  been  a  soldier  of  his,  and 
had  the  custody  of  one  of  the  prisoners  connnitted  to  him 
by  an  officer,  and  that  the  prisoner  being  run  away,  he  was 
in  danger  of  losing  his  own  life  by  the  means  of  that  officer, 
who  had  threatened  him,  that  if  the  priscmcr  escaped,  he 
would  kill  him.  And  when  Ahab  had  saidj  that  he  would 
justly  die,  be  took  off  the  binding  about  his  head,  and  was 
known  by  the  king  to  be  Micaiah  the  prophet,  who  made  use 
of  this  artifice  as  a  prelude  to  the  foUowhig  words:  for  he 
said,  that  "  God  would  punish  him,  who  had  suffered  Ben- 
hadad, a  blasphemer  against  him,  to  escape  punishment ; 
and  that  he  would  so  bring  it  about,  that  he  should  die  by 
the  other's  means,  and  his  people  by  the  other's  army*," 
Upon  which  Ahab  was  very  angry  at  the  prophet,  and  gave 
commandment  that  be  should  be  put  in  prison,  and  there 
kept:  but  for  himself,  he  was  in  confusion  at  the  words  of 
Micaiah,  and  returned  to  his  own  house. 


I 

I 


It  i&  hera  Tein«ir1ub1er  that  in  Jo^euhus'a  copy,  this  prophet,  wdoie  iflvero  de* 
lienC  ncr&on'*  slaugbter  by  a  lion  h 
WM  uo  other  than  Micaiahj  tne  bod  of  Imlah,  who^  as  be  now  di^Qounced  Cod'i 


DUDciadoQ  of  a  dUobedienC  pCT&oti'»  slaughter  by  a  lion  hftd  lately  come  to  pa 


judgmeut  od  disoUedicnt  Ahab,  Acems  directly  to  have  been  that  very  tirophet 
^^Rt  the  same  Abab,  in  1  Kiogi,  xxiU  8^  18  ;  complains  of,  ''  as  one  whom  be 
1»  because  he  did  not  prophe:»y  good  concerning  him^  but  evil/'  and  who  \a 
chapter  openly  repeats  his  denunciations  against  him  ;  all  which  came  to  pass 
accordingly  j  nor  is  there  any  reason  to  doubt  but  thia  and  the  former  were  the  very 
same  prtiphet. 

»  \Vhat  is  most  remarkable  in  this  history,  and  ia  many  histories  on  other  occa* 
lions  in  the  Old  Testament,  is  thiSj  that  during  the  Jewish  theocracy  God  acted 
entirely  as  the  supreme  king  of  Israel*  vnd  tbe  supreme  general  of  their  armies, 
aod  always  expected  that  the  Israelites  iluraJd  b«  in  such  abiiolute  subjection  to 
him»  their  supreme  and  heavenly  kiog,  and  general  of  their  armie&,  as  subjects 
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CHAPTER  XV. 

Concei^mng  JehosJiaphat^  the  king  of  Jemsalem  ;   and 
Ahab  tnade  an  expedition  against  the  Syrians^  and 
assisted  therein  by  Jchoshaphaty  but  was  himself  overcome 
in  battle f  and  perished  therein, 

§  1.  And  these  were  the  circumstances  in  which  Ahab  was. 
But  I  ni>w  return  to  Jehoshaphat,  the  king  of  Jerusalem, 
who,  when  he  had  augmented  his  kingdom,  and  had  set 
garrisons  in  the  cities  of  the  countries  belonging  to  his  sub- 
jects, and  had  put  such  garrisons  no  less  into  those  cities 
which  were  taken  out  of  the  tribe  of  Ephraim,  by  his  grand- 
father Abijah.  when  Jeroboam  reigned  over  the  ten  tribes^ 
[than  he  did  into  the  other :]  but  then  he  had  God  favourable 
and  assisting  to  liim,  as  being  both  righteous  and  religious, 
and  seeking  to  do  somewhat  every  day,  that  should  be  agree* 
able  and  acceptable  to  God,  The  kings  also  that  were  round 
about  him,  lionoured  him  with  the  presents  they  made  himi 
till  the  riches  that  he  had  acquired  were  immensely  great, 
and  the  glory  he  had  gained  was  of  a  most  exalted  nature. 

%  Now,  in  tlie  third  year  of  his  reign,  he  called  together 
the  rulers  of  the  country,  and  the  priests,  and  commanded 
them  to  go  round  the  land,  and  teach  all  the  people  that 
were  under  him,  city  by  city,  the  laws  of  Moses,  and  to  keep 
them,  and  to  be  diligent  in  the  worship  of  God.  With  this 
the  whole  multitude  was  so  pleased,  that  they  were  not  so 
eagerly  set  upon,  or  aifected  with,  any  thing  so  much  as  the 
observation  of  the  laws.  The  neighbouring  nations  also  con- 
tinued  to  love  Jehoshaphat,  and  to  be  at  peace  with  him. 
The  Philistines  paid  their  ajipointed  tribute,  and  the  Arabians 
supplied  him  every  year  with  three  hundred  and  sixty  lambs« 
and  as  many  kids  of  the  goats.  He  also  fortified  the  great 
cities,  which  were  many  hi  number,  and  of  great  consequence. 
He  prepared  also  a  mighty  army  of  soldiers  and  weapons 
against  their  enemies.  Now  the  army  of  men  that  wore  their 
armour,  was  three  hundred  thousand  of  the  tribe  of  Judah, 
of  whom  Adnah  was  the  chief;  but  John  was  chief  of  two 
hundred  thousand.  The  same  man  was  chief  of  the  tribe  of 
Benjamin,  and  had  two  hundred  thousand  archers  under  him. 
There  was  another  chief,  whose  name  was  Jehozabad,  who 
had  a  hundred  and  fourscore  thousand  armed  men.  ThU 
multitude  was  distributed  to  be  ready  for  the  king's  service, 
besides  those  whom  he  sent  to  the  be^t  fortified  cities* 

3.  Jehosliaphat   took  for  his  son   Jehoram   to  wife,  the 
daughter  of  Ahab,  the  king  of  the  ten  tribes,  whose  name 
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was  Athalia.     And  when,   after   some   time,   he   went    to 
Samaria,  Ahah  received  him  courteously,  and  treated  the 
army  that  followed  him  in  a  splendid  manner,  with  great 
plenty  of  corn  and  wine,  and  of  slain  beasts ;   and  desired 
that  he  would  join  with  him  in  his  war  against  the  king  of 
Syria,  that  he  might  recover  from  him  the  city  Ramoth,  in 
Gilead ;    for  though  it  had  belonged  to  his  father,  yet  had 
the  king  of  Syria's  father  taken  it  away  from  him ;  and  upon 
Jehosliaphat's  promise  to  afford  him  his  assistance  (for  indeed 
Ills  army  was  not  inferior  to  the  other's,)  and  his  sending  for 
his  army  from  Jerusalem  to  Samaria,  the  two  kings  went  out 
of  the  city,  and  eacli  of  them  sat  on  his  own  throne,  and  each 
gave  their  orders  to  their  several  armies*     Now  Jehoshaphat 
bid  them  call  some  of  the  prophets,  if  there  were  any  there, 
and  inquire  of  them  concerning  this  expedition  against  the 
king  of  Syria,  whether  they  would  give  them  counsel  to  make 
that  expedition  at  this  time,  for  there  was  peace  at  that  time 
between  Ahaband  the  king  of  Syria,  which  had  lasted  three 
years,  from  the  time  he  had  taken  him  captive  till  that  day. 
4.  So  Ahab  called  his  own  prophets,  being  in  mimher 
about  four  hundred,  and  bid  them  inquire  of  God  whether 
he  would  grant  him  the  victory,  if  he  made  an  expedition 
against  Benhadad,  and  enable  him  to  overthrow  that  city,  for 
whose  sake  it  was  that  he  was  going  to  war.     Now  these 
prophets  gave  their  counsel  for  making  this  expedition  j  and 
said,  that  **  he  would  heat  the  king  of  Syria,  and,  as  formerly, 
would  reduce  him  under  his  power,'*     But  Jehoshaphat, 
understanding  by  their  words  that  they  were  false  prophets, 
asked  Ahab  whether  there  were  not  some  other  prophet,  and 
he  belonging  to  the  true  God,  that  we  may  have  surer  inform- 
ation concerning  futurities.     Hereupon  Ahab  said,  "  There 
was  indeed  such  a  one,  hut  that  he  hated  him,  as  liaving 
prophesied  evil  to  him,  and  having  foretold  that  he  should 
be  overcome,  and  slain  by  the  king  of  Syria,  and  that  for  this 
cause  he  had  him  now  in  prison,  and  that  his  name  was 
Micaiah,  the  son  of  Imlah/*     But  upon  Jehoshaphat's  desire 
that  he  might  be  produced,  Ahab  sent  a  eunuch,  who  brought 
Micaiah  to  him.     Now  the  eunuch  had  informed  him  by  tlie 
way,  that  all  the  other  prophets  had  foretold  that  the  king 
should  gain  the  victory;  but  he  said,  that  **  it  was  not  lawful 
for  him  to  lie  against  God,  but  that  he  must  speak  what  he 
should  say  to   him  about  the  king,  whatsoever  it  were," 
When  he  came  to  Ahab,  and  he  had  adjured  him  upon  oath 
to  speak  the  truth  to  him,  he  said,  ''  thjit  God  had  showed 
to  him  the  Israelites  running  away,  and  pursued  by  the 
Syrians,  and  dispersed  upon  the  mountains  by  them,  as  are 
flocks  of  sheep  dispersed  when  their  shepherd  is  slain.'*     He 
said  further,  that  God  signified  lo  him,  that  those  Israelites 
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should  return  in  peace  to  their  own  home,  and  that  he  only 
I  should  fall  in  the  battle/'     When  Micaiah  had  thus  spoken, 
1  Ahab  said  to  Jehoshaphat,  **  I  told  thee  a  little  while  ago  the 
Vdisposition  of  the  man  with  regard  to  me,  and  that  he  usee 
to  prophesy  evil  to  me."     Upon  which  Micaiab  replied,  thut 
**  he  ought  to  hear  all,  whatsoever  it  be,  that  God  foretells; 
and  that  in  particular^  they  were  false  prophets  that  encou- 
raged him  to  make  tliis  war  in  hope  of  \ictory,  whereas  he 
must  fight  and  be  killed."     Whereupon  the  king  was  in  sus- 
pense with  himself:   but  Zedekiah,  one  of  those  false  pro- 
phets, came  near,  and  exhorted  him  not  to  hearken  to  Micaiah, 
for  he  did  not  at  all  speak  truth ;  as  a  demonstration  of  which, 
he  instanced  in  what  Elijah  had  said,  who  was  a  better  pro- 
phet in  fbretelhng  futurities  than  Micaiah^,  for  he  foretold, 
l^that  *'  the  dogs  should  lick  his  blood  in  the  city  of  Jezreel, 
fin  the  field  of  Naboth,  as  they  licked  the  blood  of  Naboth, 
rwho  by  his  means  was  there  stoned  to  death  by  the  multitude; 
[that  therefore  it  was  plain  that  this  Micaiah  was  a  liar,  as 
I  contradicting  a  greater  prophet  than  himself,  and  saying,  that 
[he  shoukl  be  slain  at  three  days*  journey  distance :  and  [said 
Ihe]  you  shall  soon  know  whether  he  l>e  a  true  prophet,  and 
rhath  the  power  of  the  divine  Spirit;    for  1  will  smite  him* 
land  let  him  then  hurt  my  hand,  as  Jadon  caused  the  hand  of 
I  Jeroboam  the  king  to  wither  when  he  would  have  caught 
Ihim,  for  I  suppose  thou  hast  certainly  heard  of  that  accident,** 
[•So  when,  upon  his  smiting  Micaiah,  no  harm  happened  to 
rhinii  Ahab  took  courage,  and  readily  led  his  army  against 
[the  king  of  Syria;  for,  as  I  suppose,  fate  was  too  hard  for 
lliim,  and  made  him  believe  that  the  false  prophets  spake 
1  truer  than  the  true  one,  that  it  might  take  an  occasion  of 
f bringing  him  to  his  end.     However,  Zedekiah  made  horns 
[of  iron,  and  said  to  Ahab,  that  **God  made  those  horns 
{signals,  that  hy  them  he  should  overthrow  all  Syria."     But 
fB^Iicaiah  replied,  that  '*  Zedekiah,  in  a  few  days,  should  go 
ffrom  one  secret  chamber  to  another,  to  hide  himself,  that  he 
might  escape  the  punishment  of  his  lying.*'     Then  did  the 
king  give  orders  that  they  should  take  Micaiah  away,  and 
guard  him  to  Amon,  the  governor  of  the  city,  and  to  give  him 
nothing  but  bread  and  water. 

5,  Then  did  Ahab  and  Jehoshaphat  the  king  of  Jerusalem 
take  their  forces,  and  marched  to  llamoth,  a  city  of  Gilead ; 


f  TUefte  reasotiiDgB  of  Zedekiah  iti«  faUe  prophet,  ia  order  to  persuafl^  Abab  not 

...   . 

h\a  htd  tbem,  wlioib^r  from  his  own 


IIp  believe  Micaiah  The  true  prophet,  are  plausible,  but  bein| 
lies,  we  cannot  now  tell  whence  Joi     * 
pie  copy,  from  some  other  origioal  author»or  fro*-  ""'»-»;"  -P^f.,^.. 
s  »uch  plausible  objection  was  now  raited  again 
i  JeHoshaphat,  who  u»ed  to  disbelieve  tUI  such  1.1 
n  induced  to  accompany  Ahab  la  these  desperate  ctrcuniataaces. 
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and  when  the  king  of  Syria  heard  of  this  expedition^  he 
brought  out  his  anny  to  oppose  them,  and  pitched  his  cainp 
not  far  from  Ramoth.  Now  Ahab  and  Jehoshaphat  had 
jLgreed,  that  Ahab  should  lay  aside  his  royal  robes,  but  that 
the  king  of  Jerusalem  should  put  on  his  [Ahab's]  proper 
hahitj  and  stand  before  the  army,  in  order  to  disprove,  by 
this  artifice,  what  Micaiah  had  foretold*;  but  Ahah's  fate 
found  him  out  without  his  robes;  for  Benhadad  the  king  of 
Assyria  had  charged  his  army,  by  the  means  of  their  com- 
manders, to  kill  nobody  else  but  only  the  king  of  Israel.  So 
when  the  Syrians,  upon  their  joining  battle  with  the  Israel- 
ites, saw  Jehoshaphat  stand  before  the  army,  and  conjectured 
that  he  was  Ahab,  they  fell  violently  upon  him,  and  encom- 
passed him  round  ;  but  when  they  were  near,  and  knew  that 
it  was  not  he,  they  all  returned  back;  and  while  the  fight 
lasted  from  the  morning  light  till  late  in  the  evening,  and  the 
Byrians  were  conquerors,  they  killed  nobody,  as  their  king 
had  commanded  them :  and  when  they  sought  to  kill  Ahab 
alone,  but  could  not  find  him,  there  was  a  young  nobleman 
belonging  to  king  Benhadad,  whose  name  was  Naaman;  he 
drew  his  bow  against  the  enemy,  and  wounded  the  king 
through  his  breastplate,  in  bis  lungs.  Upon  this  Ahab  re- 
solved not  to  make  his  mischance  known  to  his  army,  lest 
they  should  run  away,  but  he  bid  the  driver  of  his  chariot  to 
turn  it  back,  and  carry  him  out  of  the  battle,  because  he  was 
sorely  and  mortally  w^ounded  :  however,  he  sat  in  his  chariot 
and  endured  the  pain  till  sunset,  <^nd  then  he  fainted  away 
and  died. 

6.  And  now  the  Syrian  army,  upon  the  coming  on  of  the 
night,  retired  to  their  camp;  and  when  the  herald  belonging 
to  the  camp  gave  notice  that  Ahab  was  dead,  they  returned 
home :  and  they  took  the  dead  body  of  Ahab  to  Samaria, 
and  buried  it  there ;  but  when  they  bad  washed  his  chariot 
in  the  fountain  of  Jezreel,  %vhich  was  bloody  with  the  dead 
body  of  the  king,  they  acknowledged  that  the  prophecy  of 
Elijah  was  true,  for  the  dogs  licked  his  blood,  and  the  bar- 
lots  continued  afterwards  to  wash  themselves  in  that  foun- 
tain;  but  still  he  died  at  Ramoth,  as  Micaiah  had  foretold. 
And  as  what  things  were  foretold  should  happen  to  Ahab 
by  the  two  prophets,  came  to  pass,  we  ought  thence  to  Iiave 
high  notions  of  God,  and  everywhere  to  honour  and  wor- 

*  Thit  reading  of  Josephus,  that  Jehosbaphit  put  on  not  bis  own  but  Ahab^s 
robes,  in  order  to  appear  to  be  Ahab,  while  Aliab  was  wiihout  any  robes  at  all,  and 
hoped  thereby  to  C!M;ape  his  own  evil  fate,  and  disprove  Micaiah's  prophecy  against 
htm,  ti  exceeding  probable.  It  g^ve$  great  light  also  to  this  whole  history  ;  aod 
ahuw«,  that  although  Ahab  huped  Jehosliaphat  would  be  mii^takea  for  him,  and  run  1 
Ihe  only  risk  of  being  slain  m  the  battle^  yet  he  was  entirely  disappointed,  while 
■till  the  escape  of  the  good  roan  Jehoshaphat,  and  the  slaughter  of  the  bad  rnan 
Ahab,  demonstrated  the  great  dcstioclion  that  divitie  Providence  made  betwixt 
th«iii. 
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ship  him,  and  never  to  suppose  that  what  is  pleasant  and 
agreeable,  is  worthy  of  belief  before  what  is  true,  and  to  es- 
teem nothing  more  advantageous  than  the  gift  of  prophTOj  % 
and  that  foreknowledge  of  future  events  which  is  derived 
from  it,  since  God  shows  men  thereby  what  we  ought  to 
avoid.  We  may  also  guess  from  what  happened  to  this 
king,  and  have  reason  to  consider  the  power  of  fiite,  that 
there  is  no  way  of  avoiding  it,  even  when  we  know  it.  It 
creeps  upon  human  souls,  and  flatters  them  with  pleasing 
hopes,  till  it  leads  them  about  to  the  place  where  it  will  be 
too  hard  for  them.  Accordingly  Ahab  appears  to  have  been 
deceived  thereby,  till  he  disl^Ueved  those  that  foretold  his 
defeat,  but  by  giving  credit  to  such  as  foretold  what  was 
ffrateful  to  him,  was  slain ;  and  his  son  Ahaziah  succeeded 
him. 

*  We  have  here  a  very  wise  reflection  of  Josephus  about  divine  Providence,  and 
what  is  derived  from  it»  prophecy,  and  the  ineviuble  certainty  of  itt  accomplish- 
ment ;  and  that  when  wicked  men  think  they  take  |>roper  methods  to  elude  what 
is  denounced  against  them,  and  to  escape  the  divine  jud^ents  thereby  threatened 
them,  without  repentance,  they  are  ever  by  Providence  infatuated  to  bring  about 
their  own  destruction,  and  thereby  withal  to  demonstrate  the  perfect  veracity  of  that 
Cod  whose  predictions  they  in  vain  endeavour  to  elude. 


BOOK  IX. 


CONTAINING  THE  INTERVAL  OF  ONE  HUNDRED  AND  FIFTY- i 
HEVEN  YEARS. 

I 

FROM  THE  DEATH  OF  AfTAH  TO  THF.  CAPHVITV  OF  THK 
TEN  TRIBi:S, 


CHAPTER  I. 

Concerning  Jehoshapkat  again  ;  how  he  constituted  Judges 
ond^  by  God^s  assistance  ^  over  came  his  enemies* 

§  1.  When  Jehoshapliat  the  king  was  come  to  Jerusalem; 
from  the  assistance  he  had  [iftordetl  Ahab,  the  king  of 
Israel,  when  he  fought  with  Benhadad,  king  of  Syria,  the 
prophet  Jehu  met  him,  and  accused  him  for  assisting  Ahab, 
a  man  botli  impious  and  wicked  ;  and  said  to  hitn,  that 
**  God  was  displeased  with  him  for  so  doing,  hot  that  he 
delivered  him  from  the  enemy,  notwithstanding  he  liad 
sinned,  because  of  his  own  proper  disposition,  wliich  was 
good.'*  Whereupon  the  king  betook  himself  to  tharjksgivings 
and  sacrifices  to  God;  after  which  he  presently  went  over 
all  that  country  which  he  ruled  round  about,  and  taught  the 
people,  as  well  the  laws  which  Ciod  gave  them  by  Moses,  as 
that  religious  worship  that  was  due  to  liim.  He  also  con- 
stituted judges  in  every  one  of  the  cities  of  his  kingdom ; 
and  charged  them  **to  have  regard  to  nothuig  so  much  in 
judging  the  multitude  as  to  do  justice,  and  not  to  be  moved 
by  bribes,  nor  by  the  dignity  of  men  eminent  for  either  their 
riches  or  their  high  birth,  but  to  distribute  justice  equally 
to  all,  as  knowing  that  God  is  conscious  of  every  secret  ac- 
tion of  theirs."  When  he  had  himself  instructed  them  thus, 
and  gone  over  every  city  of  the  two  tribes,  he  returned  to 
Jerusalem*  He  there  also  constituted  judges  outj  of  the 
priests  and  the  Levites,  and  principal  persons  of  the  multi- 
tude, and  admonished  them  to  pass  all  their  sentences  with 
care  and  justice*.     And  that  if  any  of  the  people  of  his 

*  These  judges,  consiitutcd  by  Jchosbaphat^  were  a  kind  of  Jentsftleni  Ranhedrun, 
oat  of  the  priesu,  the  Levite»,  end  the  ptmctpnl  of  the  |}«aple,  bolh  here  end 
2  ChroQ.  xix.  8,  much  ItWethe  old  Chnsiiati  judicatures  of  the  bishop>  the  i^reiby* 
ten,  the  deacoiUp  aad  the  people. 
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country  had  differences  of  great  consequence,  they  should 
tend  them  out  of  the  other  cities  to  these  judges,  who  would 
be  ohliged  to  give  righteous  sentences  conceTning  such 
causes;  and  this  with  the  greater  care,  because  it  is  proper 
that  the  sentences  which  are  given  in  that  city  wherein  the 
temple  of  God  i$,  and  wherein  the  king  dwells,  be  given  with 
great  care,  and  the  utmost  justice*  Now  he  set  over  them 
Amariah  the  priest,  and  Zebadiah,  [both]  of  the  tribe  of 
Judah :  and  after  this  manner  it  was  that  the  king  ordered 
these  affairs^ 

2,  About  the  same  time  the  Moabites  and  Ammonitet 
made  an  expedition  against  Jehoshaphat,  and  took  witli 
them  a  great  body  of  Arabians,  and  pitched  their  camp  at 
Engedi,  a  city  that  is  situate  at  the  lake  Asphaltitis,  and 
distant  three  hundred  furlongs  from  Jerusalem,  In  that 
place  grows  the  best  kind  of  palm-trees,  and  the  opobal&a- 
mum^  Now  Jehosbaphat  heard  that  the  enemies  had 
passed  over  the  lake,  and  had  made  an  irruption  into  that 
country  which  belonged  to  his  kingdom;  at  which  news  he 
was  aflrighted,  and  called  the  people  of  Jerusalem  to  a  con- 
gregation in  the  temple,  and  standing  over-against  the  temple 
itself,  he  called  upon  God,  **  to  afford  him  power  and 
Strength,  so  as  to  inflict  punishment  on  those  that  made  this 
expedition  against  them  (for  that  those  who  built  this  his 
temple  had  prayed,  tliathe  would  protect  that  city,  and  take 
vengeance  on  those  that  were  so  bold  as  to  come  against  it), 
for  they  are  come  to  take  from  us  that  land  which  thou  hast 
given  us  for  a  possession."  When  he  had  prayed  thus,  he 
fell  into  tears ;  and  the  wliole  multitude,  together  with  their 
wives  and  children,  made  their  supplications  also :  upon 
which  a  certain  prophet,  Jahaziel  by  name,  came  into  the 
midst  of  the  assembly,  and  cried  out,  and  spake  both  to  the 
multitude  and  to  the  king,  that  God  heard  their  prayersi 
and  promised  to  fight  against  their  enemies.  He  also  gave 
order  that  the  king  should  draw  his  forces  out  the  next  day, 
for  that  he  should  find  them  between  Jerusalem  and  the 
ascent  of  Engedi,  at  a  place  called  the  Eminence,  and  that 
he  should  not  fight  against  them,  but  only  stand  still,  and 
see  how  God  would  fight  against  them»  When  the  prophet 
had  said  this,  both  the  king  and  the  multitude  fell  upon 
their  faces,  and  gave  thanks  to  God,  and  worshipped  him; 
and  the  Levites  continued  sing  hymns  to  God  with  their  in- 
struments of  music* 

3.  As  soon  as  it  was  day,  and  the  king  was  come  into  that 
wilderness  which  is  under  the  city  of  Tekoa,  he  said  to  the 
multitude,   that   **they  ought  to  give   credit  to  what  the 
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^  Coneerriing^  ihis  precious  balsam^  see  tli«  noieoo  Aatiq.  B.  VIII.  cH.  vi.  j  6, 


CHAP- 1]    ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS. 


prophet  had  said,  and  not  to  set  themselves  in  array  for 
fighting,  but  to  set  the  priests  with  their  trumpets,  and  the 
Levites  with  the  singers  of  hymns,  to  give  thanks  to  God, 
as  having  already  delivered  our  own  country  from  our 
enemies/*  This  opinion  of  the  king  pleased  [the  people], 
and  they  did  what  he  advised  them  to  do.  So  God  caused 
a  terror  and  a  commotion  to  arise  among  the  Ammonites, 
who  thought  one  another  to  he  enemies,  and  slew  one  another, 
insomuch  that  not  one  man  out  of  so  great  an  army  escaped; 
and  wlien  Jehoshaphat  looked  upon  that  valley  wlierein  their 
enemies  had  been  encamped,  and  saw  it  full  of  dead  men,  he 
rejoiced  at  so  surprising  an  event,  as  was  this  assistance  of 
God,  while  he  himself  by  his  own  power,  and  without  their 
labour,  had  given  them  the  victory.  He  also  gave  his  army 
leave  to  lake  the  prey  of  the  enemies*  camp,  and  to  spoil 
their  dead  bodies ;  and  indeed  so  they  did  for  three  days 
together,  till  they  were  weary,  so  great  was  the  immber  of 
the  slain;  and  on  the  fourth  day,  all  the  people  were 
gathered  together,  unto  a  certain  hollow  place  or  valley,  and 
blessed  God  for  his  power  and  assistance,  from  which  the 
place  had  this  name  given  it,  *The  valley  of  [Berachah,  or] 
blessing/ 

4,  And  when  the  king  had  brought  his  army  back  to 
Jerusalem,  he  betook  himself  to  celebrate  festivals,  and  offer 
sacrifices,  and  this  for  many  days.  And  indeed,  after  this 
destruction  of  their  enemies,  and  when  it  came  to  the  ears 
of  the  foreign  nations,  they  were  all  greatly  affrighted,  as 
supposing  that  God  would  openly  fight  for  him  liereat^er. 
So  Jehoshaphat  from  that  time  lived  in  great  glory  and 
splendour,  on  account  of  his  righteousness  and  his  piety 
towards  God.  He  was  also  in  friendship  with  Ahab^s  son, 
who  was  king  of  Israel;  and  he  joined  with  him  in  the 
building  of  ships  that  were  to  sail  to  Pontus,  and  the  traffic 
cities  of  Thrace '';  bnt  he  failed  of  his  gains,  for  the  ships 
were  destroyed  by  being  so  great  [and  unwieldy] ;  on 
which  account  he  was  no  longer  concerned  about  shipping. 
And  this  is  the  history  of  Jehoshaphat,  the  king  of  Jeru- 
salem* 


«  Whatmre  here  FootUB  and  Thiace,  a&  the  ptac«$  whilher  Jehoahapbat'i  flfl«t 
ftatled,  are  in  our  other  copies  Ophlr  &nd  Tanhtsh,  and  the  pUce  whence  it  sailed 
h  m  ihem  Etiongeber.  whicti  lay  on  the  Red  Sea,  whence  it  was  impossiblo  for 
any  thipa  to  sail  to  Pont  us  or  Thrace  ;  ao  that  Josephus's  copy  differed  frora  our 
other  copies,  as  is  further  pbiti  from  his  own  words,  which  render  what  we  read, 
that  '  the  ship«  were  broken  at  Fziongeber«  from  their  unwieldy  greatness/  But  so 
far  we  may  conclude ,  that  JosephuA  ih  ought  one  Ophir  to  be  some  where  in  tho 
Mediterranean ,  and  not  in  the  South  Sea,  though  perhaps  there  might  be  another 
Ophir  in  that  South  Sea  atso,  and  that  fleeii  might  then  sail  both  from  Phenicia, 
and  from  the  Red  Sea,  to  fetch  the  gold  of  Ophir, 
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CHAPTER  IL 


Concerning  Ahaziah^  the  king  of  Israel;  and  again  cow- 
eerning  the  prophet  Elijah, 

i§  1.  And  now  Aliazinh,  the  son  of  Ahab,  reigned  over 
Israel,  and  made  his  abode  in  Samaria.  He  was  a  wicked 
man,  and  in  all  respects  like  to  both  his  parents,  and  to 
Jeroboam^  who  first  of  all  transgressed,  and  began  to 
deceive  the  people.  In  the  second  year  of  his  reign,  the 
king  of  Moah  fell  off  from  his  obedience,  and  left  off  paying 
those  tributes  which  he  before  paid  to  his  father  Ahab- 
Kow  it  happened  that  Ahaziah,  as  he  was  coming  down 
from  the  top  of  his  house,  fell  down  from  it,  and  in  his 
sickness  sent  to  the  Fly,  which  was  the  god  of  Ekron»  for 
that  was  tliis  god's  name,  to  inquire  about  his  recovery**: 
but  the  god  of  the  Hebrews  appeared  to  KHjah  the  prophet, 
and  commanded  him  to  go  and  meet  the  messengers  that 
were  sent,  and  to  ask  them,  "  Whether  the  people  of  Israel 
had  not  a  God  of  their  own,  tliat  the  king  sent  to  a  foreign 
god  to  inquire  about  his  recovery  ?  and  to  bid  them  return 
and  tell  the  king,  that  he  would  not  escape  this  diseased 
And  when  Elijah  had  performed  what  God  had  commanded 
him,  and  the  messengers  had  heard  what  he  said,  they 
returned  to  the  king  immediatelv :  and  when  the  king 
wondered  how  they  could  return  so  soon,  and  asked  them 
the  reason  of  it,  they  said,  that  *' a  certain  man  met  them, 
and  forbade  them  to  go  on  any  further;  but  to  return  and 
tell  thee,  from  the  command  of  the  God  of  Israel,  that  this 
disease  will  have  a  bad  end,''  And  when  the  king  bid  them 
describe  the  man  that  said  this  to  them,  they  replied^  **  thai 
he  was  a  hairy  man,  and  was  girt  about  with  a  girdle  of 
leather."  So  the  king  understood  by  this  that  the  man  who 
was  described  by  the  messengers  was  L^Jijah ;  whereupon  he 
sent  a  captain  to  liim,  with  fifty  soldiers,  and  commanded 
them  to  bring  Elijah  to  him;  and  when  the  captain  that  was 
sent  found  I^lijafi  sitting  upon  the  top  of  a  hill,  he  coin* 
maitded  him  to  come  down,  and  to  come  to  the  king,  for  bo 
had  he  enjoined,  but  that  in  case  he  refused,  they  would 
carry  him  by  force.  Elijah  said  to  him»  "that  you  may 
have  a  trial  whether  I  be  a  true  prophet,  I  will  pray  that 
fire  may  fell  from   heaven,  and   destroy  both  the  soldiers 


**  This  god  of  flies  seems  lo  have  been  so  called*  as  \va5  ihc  like  god  amoiig  {^_ 
Greeks,  rmm  his  supposed  |>owcr  over  rtics,  in  dnviDg  them  away  from  the  flah  of 
their  imerifices,  which  otheiwise  would  have  been  very  troublesome  to  them* 


I 
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and  yourself","  So  he  prayed j  and  a  whirlwind  of  fire  fell 
[froin  hea\'en],  and  destroyed  the  captain,  and  tliose  that 
were  with  him.  And  when  the  kifig  was  informed  of  the 
destruction  of  these  men,  he  was  very  angry,  and  sent 
another  captain  with  the  hke  number  of  armed  men  that 
were  sent  before.  And  when  this  captain  also  threatened 
the  prophet,  that  unless  he  came  down  of  his  own  accord, 
he  would  take  him  and  carry  him  away ;  upon  his  prayer 
against  him,  the  fire  [from  heaven]  slew  this  captain  as  well 
as  the  other.  And  when  upon  inquiry  the  king  was  informed 
of  what  had  happened  to  hinx,  he  sent  out  a  third  captain. 
But  when  this  captain,  who  was  a  wise  man,  and  of  a  mild 
disposition,  came  to  the  place  where  Elijah  happened  to  be, 
and  ^puke  civilly  to  him,  and  said,  that  **he  knew  that  it  was 
without  his  own  consent,  and  only  in  submission  to  the  king's 
command  that  he  came  to  him ;  and  that  those  that  came 
before  did  not  come  willingly^  but  on  the  same  account :  he 
therefore  desired  him  to  have  pity  on  those  armed  men  that 
were  with  him  ;  and  that  he  would  come  down  and  follow 
him  to  the  king."  So  Elijah  accepted  of  hi^  discreet  words 
and  courteous  belmviour,  and  came  down  and  followed  him. 
And  when  he  came  to  the  king,  he  prophesied  to  him,  and 
told  him^  that  God  said,  **  Since  thou  hast  despised  him  as 
not  being  God,  and  so  unable  to  foretell  the  truth  about  thy 
distemper,  but  hast  seat  to  the  god  of  Ekron  to  inquire  of 
him  what  will  be  the  end  of  this  thy  distemper,  know  this, 
that  thou  shalt  die.*' 

2.  Accordingly  the  king  in  a  very  little  time  died,  as  l^lijah 
had  foretold  ;  but  Jehoram  his  brother  succeeded  him  in 
the  kingdom,  for  he  died  without  cliildren  :  but  for  this 
Jehoram,  he  was  like  his  father  Ahab  in  wickedness,  and 
reigned  twelve  ycai  s,  indulging  himself  in  all  sorts  of  wicked- 
ness and  impiety  towards  God,  for,  leaving  otf  his  worship, 

*  tt  H  commonly  esteemed  a  very  cruel  action  of  EUjah»  when  be  called  for  fire 

fmm  heaven,  and  consunied  no  fewer  than  twocaplaiiiu  and  ahun<lred  soldterH^  and 

I  this  for  DO  other  crime  than  QbeyiQ<  ihc  orders  of  ih^'u  ktiig,  in  attempting  to  aeixc 

I  him  J,  and  it  is  owned  by  nur  Snviiur,  th^it  it  was  an  instance  of  ;^rvater  severity 

than  the  suiril:  of  the  New  i'eslament  allows,  Luke,  ix.  51.     Jiut  then  we  must 

coix^ider,  that  it  is  not  unlikely  that  these  captains  and  soldiers  believed  that  they 

'  w«ra  sent  to  fetch  the  prophet,  that  he  mi|^ht  he  put  to  death  for  foretcHing  the  death 

I  of  the  king,  and  lUh  while  they  kuew  him  to  be  the  prophet  of  the  truo  God,  the 

1  supreme  king  of  Israel  (for  they  were  siill  under  the  theocracy),  which  was  no  le,s* 

'  than  impiety,  rehelliorj,  nnd  frenison,  in  the  highest  degree:  nor  would  the  command 

)  of  B  ftubaltern,  or  infci  .  contrsilictrng  the  commands  of  the  general,  whrn 

the  captain  and  the  :->  kviow  it  to  be  so»  as  I  <^uppose,  justify  or  excuse 

aiich  gTO*s  rebellion  .niu  m  (Mnuitince  in  soldiers  ut  this  day»     Accordingly,  when 

I  Sutit  commanded  U\»  guards  lo  <<lay  Ahirnulech,  and  the  priests  at  Nob,  ihey  knew  ' 

'  it  to  be  an  unlawful  command,  jml  would  not  ol>ey  it,  I  Sam.  xiii.  17,     From 

I  «hich  case«  both  ofHcers  and  soldiers  may  learn,  thai  the  commands  of  their  baders 

I  nr  kmgt  cannot  justify  or  excuse  ihcm  in  doing  what  is  wicked  in  the  flight  of  God. 

\  or  JQ  ftghtip^  in  an  unjiiat  cause,  when  titey  know  it  so  to  be« 
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I  lie  worshipped  foreign  gods,  but  in  other  respects  he  was  an 
[active  man.  Now  at  this  time  it  was  that  Elijah  disappeared 
I  from  among  men,  and  no  one  knows  of  his  death  to  this  very 
[day;  but  he  left  behind  him  his  disciple  Elisha,  as  we  have 
I  formerly  declared.  And  indeed,  as  to  Elijah,  and  as  to 
Enoch,  wlio  was  before  the  deluge,  it  is  written  in  the  sacred 
books  that  they  disappeared,  but  so  that  nobody  knew  thai 
[they  died,  ** 


CHAPTER  in. 

[//otr  Joram  and  Jehoshaphat  made  an  expedition  agaiuMi 
the  Moabitea:  as  also  concerning  the  wonders  of  Elisha; 
and  the  death  of  Jehoshaphat* 

[f  K  When  Joram  had  taken  upon  him  the  kingdom^  be 

[determined  to  make  an  expedition  against  the  king  of  Moab, 

I  whose  name  was  Mesha  ;  for,  as  we  told  you  before,  he  was 

[departed  tVom  his  obedience  to  his  brother  [Ahaziah,]  while 

[he  paid  to  his  father  Ahab  two  hundred  thousand  sheep, 

[vith  tbeir  fleeces  of  wool.     When  therefore  he  bad  gathered 

jbtB  own  army  together,  he  sent  also  to  Johoshaphat,  and 

I  entreated  him,  that  since  he  had  from  the  beginning  been  & 

I  friend  to  his  father,  he  would  assist  him  in  the  war  that  he 

was  entering  into  against  the  Moabites,  who  had  departed 

I  from  their  obedience,  who  not  only  himself  promised  to  assist 

him,  but  would  also  oblige  the  king  of  Edom,  who  was  under 

his  authority,  to  make  the  same  expedition  also.     >Vhen 

Joram   had  received  these   assurances    of  assistance   from 

Jehoshaphat,  he  took  his  army  with  him,  and  came  to  Jera- 

aalem  ;  and  when  he  had  been  sumptuously  entertained  by 

the  king  of  Jerusalem,  it  was  resolved  upon  by  them  to  take 

their  march  against  their  enemies  through  the  wilderness  of 

jEdom;  and  when  they  had  taken  a  compass  of  seven  days* 

I  journey,  they  were  in  distress  for  want  of  water  for  the  cattle 

land  for  the  army,  from  the  mistake  of  their  roads  by  the 

[guides  that  conducted  them,  insomuch  that  they  were  all  in 

Ian  agony,  especially  Joram  ;  and  cried  to  God,  by  reason  of 

itheir  sorrow,  and  [desired  to  know]  what  wickedness  had 

[been  committed  by  them  that  induced  him  to  deliver  three 

[kings  together,  without  fighting,  unto  the  king  of  Moab. 

[But  ffehoshaphat,  who  was  a  righteous  man,  encouraged  him, 

[and  biil  him  send  to  the  camp  and  know  whether  any  prophet 

Pof  God  was  come  along  with  thenij  that  we  might  by  him 

learn  from  God  what  we  should  do.     And  when  one  of  the 

servants  of  Joram  said  that  he  had  seen  there  Ehsha,  the  sou 

of  Sbaphat,  the  disciple  of  Elijah,  the  three  kings  went  to 
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liira,  at  the  entreaty  of  Jehoshaphat ;  and  when  they  were 
come  at  the  prophet's  tent,  which  tent  was  pitched  out  of  the 
camp,  they  asked  him,  **  What  would  become  of  the  army?" 
and  Joram  was  particularly  very  pressing  with  him  about  it. 
And  when  he  rephed  to  him,  that  '*  he  should  not  trouble 
him,  but  go  to  his  father*s  and  his  mother*s  prophets,  for  they 
[to  be  sure]  were  true  prophets,"  he  still  desired  him  to 
prophesy,  and  to  save  them.  So  he  swore  by  God,  that  he 
would  not  answer  him,  unless  it  were  on  account  of  Jehosh- 
aphat,  who  was  a  holy  and  righteous  man  ;  and  when,  at  his 
desire,  they  brought  him  a  man  that  could  play  on  the  psal- 
tery, the  divine  spirit  came  upon  him,  as  the  music  played, 
and  he  conmianded  them  to  dig  many  trenches  in  the  valley ; 
for,  said  he,  *'  Though  there  appear  neither  cloud,  nor  wind, 
nor  storm  of  rain,  ye  shall  see  iliis  river  full  of  water,  till  the 
army  and  the  cattle  be  saved  for  you  by  drinking  of  it  i  nor 
will  this  be  all  the  favour  that  you  shall  receive  from  God, 
but  you  shall  also  overcome  your  enemies,  and  take  the  best 
and  strongest  cities  of  the  Moabites,  and  you  shall  cut  down 
their  fruit-trees',  and  lay  waste  their  country,  and  stop  up 
their  fountains  and  rivers." 

2.  When  the  prophet  had  said  this,  the  next  day,  before 
the  sun-rising,  a  great  torrent  ran  strongly:  for  God  had 
caused  it  to  rain  very  plentifully  at  the  distance  of  three  days* 
journey  into  Edom,  so  that  the  army  and  the  cattle  found 
water  to  drink  in  abundance.  But  when  the  Moabites  heard 
that  the  three  kings  were  coming  upon  them,  and  made  their 
approach  through  the  wilderness,  the  king  of  Moab  gathered 
his  army  together  presently,  and  commanded  them  to  pitch 
their  camp  upon  the  mountains,  and  when  the  enemies  should 
attempt  to  enter  their  country,  they  might  not  be  concealed 
from  them.  Bat  when  at  the  rising  of  the  sun  they  saw  the 
water  in  the  torrent,  for  it  was  not  far  from  the  land  of  Moab, 
and  that  it  was  of  the  colour  of  blood,  for  at  such  a  time  the 
water  especially  looks  red,  by  the  shining  of  the  sun  upon  it, 
they  formed  a  false  notion  of  the  state  of  their  enemies,  as 
if  they  had  slain  one  another  for  thirst ;  and  that  the  river 
ran  with  their  blood.  However,  supposing  that  this  was  the 
case,  they  desired  their  king  would  send  them  out  to  spoil 
their  enemies;  whereupon  they  all  went  in  haste,  as  to  an 
advantage  already  gained,  and  came  to  the  enemies'  camp,  as 

'  This  pmcticQ  of  cutting  down,  or  plucTtirag  up  by  the  roots,  the  fruH-lrecs,  w«» 
forbidden^  eveo  tn  ordinary  wars,  by  the  l&w  of  Mo«e:«,  Dcut.  \x»  19,  20  ;  and  odIj 
allowed  by  God  in  this  particular  case,  when  the  Moabitci  were  to  bo  puoisHedana 
cut  off  in  an  extraordinary  manner  for  their  «vickedne»5.  See  Jcr*  xlviit,  )1,  12, 
13;  and  many  the  like  prophecies  agnmat  ihera.  Nothing  could  Iberefore  jtutify 
this  practice  but  a  particular  comroissioQ  from  God  hy  lii»  prophet.  a«  io  the  pre> 
tent  case,  which  wis  ever  a  sufficient  wafiant  for  breaking  any  luch  ritual  or  cew* 
monia]  law  wbaiso^vtr. 
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supposing  them  Jestroyed  already.  But  their  hope  deceived 
them,  for  as  their  enemies  stood  round  ahoat  them,  some  of 
them  were  cut  to  pieces,  aiitl  others  of  them  were  dispersed, 
and  fled  to  their  own  country.  And  when  the  kings  fell  into 
the  land  of  Moab^  they  overthrew  the  cities  that  were  in  it, 
and  spoiled  their  fields,  and  marred  them,  filling  them  with 
stones  out  of  the  brooks,  and  cut  down  the  bestof  their  trees, 
and  stopped  up  their  fountains  of  water,  and  overthrew  their 
walls  to  their  tbundations.  But  the  king  of  Moab,  when  he 
was  pursued,  endured  a  siege,  and  seeing  his  city  in  danger 
of  being  overthrown  by  force,  made  a  sally,  and  went  out 
with  seven  hundred  men,  in  order  to  break  through  the 
enemies'  camp  with  his  horsemen,  on  that  side  where  the 
watch  seemed  to  he  kept  most  negligently ;  and  when,  upon 
trial,  he  could  not  get  away,  for  he  lit  upon  a  place  that  was 
carefully  watched,  he  returned  into  the  city,  and  did  a  thing 
that  showed  despair,  and  the  utmost  distress;  for  he  took 
his  eldest  son,  who  was  to  reign  alter  him,  and  lifting  him  up 
upon  tlie  wall,  that  he  might  be  visible  to  all  the  enemies,  he 
ofteretl  him  as  a  whole  burnt-offering  to  God,  whom  when 
the  kings  .saw,  they  commiserated  the  distress  that  was  the 
occasion  of  it,  and  were  so  affected,  in  way  of  humanity  and 
pity,  tliat  they  raised  the  siege,  and  every  one  returned  to 
his  own  house.  So  Jehoshaphat  came  to  Jerusalem,  and 
contitmcd  in  peace  there,  and  r>ut lived  this  expedition  but  a 
little  time,  and  then  died,  having  lived  in  all  sixty  years,  and 
of  them  reigned  twenty-five.  He  was  buried  in  a  magnificent 
manner  in  »JerusaIem,  for  he  had  imitated  the  actions  of 
David. 


CHAPTER  IV. 

Jchoram  succeeds  Jehoshaphat :  How  Joram,  his  nmnes 
king  of  Israel f  fought  with  the  Syrians ;  and  what  Mvanderi 
were  done  by  the  prophet  Klisha. 

§  1.  Jehoshaphat  had  a  good  number  of  children ;  but  he 
appointed  his  eldest  son  Jchoram,  to  be  his  successor,  who 
had  the  same  name  with  his  molher*s  hrother,  that  was  king 
of  Israel,  and  (he  sou  of  Ahab.  Now  when  the  king  of  Israel 
was  come  out  of  flie  land  of  Moab  to  Samaria,  he  had  witli 
him  Elisha  the  prophet,  whose  acts  I  have  a  mind  to  go  over 
particularly,  ffjr  they  were  illustrious,  and  worthy  to  be  related, 
as  we  have  them  set  down  in  the  sacred  books. 

%  For  they  say  that  the  widow   of  Obadiah^    Ahab*8 

B   rhm  thks  M^oman  wito  crml  to  FJiti&Ua,  und  wlio  lu  out  Biblu  ta  fttvtetl  *  (He  mlie 
of  ooe  ol  tlic  &OIU  oF  the  prophets/  l  Kmgs,  tv«  1  ;  was  nu  otbcr  than  ihe  wridpw  ui 


1 
I 


I 


I  CHAP,  ivj     ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS.  521 

I  steward,  came  to  him,  and  said,  that  **he  was  not  ignorant 
I  how  her  husband  had  preserved  the  prophets  that  were  to 
I  be  slain  by  Jezebel,  the  wife  of  Ahab  ;  for  she  said  that  he 
hid  a  hundred  of  them,  and  had  boiTowed  money  for  their 
maintenance^  and  that  after  her  husband's  deatli,  she  and 
her  children  were  carried  away  to  be  made  slaves  by  the 
creditors  ;  and  she  desired  of  him  to  liave  mercy  upon  her 
on  account  of  what  lier  iiusband  did,  and  afford  her  some 
as.sistance/'  And  when  he  asked  her  what  site  had  in  the 
house,  she  said,  **  Nothing  but  a  very  small  quantity  of  oil  in 
a  cruise/*  So  the  prophet  bid  her  go  away,  and  borrow  a 
great  many  empty  vessels  of  her  neighbours,  and  when  she 
bad  shut  her  chamber-door,  to  pour  the  oil  into  them  all; 
for  God  w^ould  fill  them  fulK     And  when  the  woman  had 

I  done  what  she  was  commanded  to  do,  and  bade  her  children 
bring  every  one  of  the  vessel?,  and  all  were  filled,  and  not 
one  left  empty,  she  came  to  the  prophet,  and  told  him  that 
they  were  all  foil :  upon  which  he  advised  her  to  go  away, 
and  sell  the  oil,  and  pay  the  creditors  what  was  owing  to  them, 
for  that  there  would  be  some  surplus  of  the  price  of  the  oil, 
which  she  might  make  use  of  for  the  maintenance  of  her 
children.  And  thus  did  Elisha  discharge  the  woman's  debts^ 
and  free  her  from  the  vexation  of  her  creditors, 
3.  Elisha  also  sent  a  hasty  message  to  Joram*',  and  ex* 
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Obadiah,  Ibe  god  stewnrd  of  Ahab,  it  confirmed  by  iHe  Chaldcepnrapbrast,  and  by 
the  Rabbins  aod  others.  Nor  b  thai  utiUkely  which  Jos«phtiB  here  adds,  that  thes6 
debts  wer«  contracted  by  her  hus^baDd  for  the  support  of  tho&e  '  hundred  of  the  fxjrd's 

?rophoU,  whom  he  maiutained  by  fifty  in  a  cave,*  ia  the  days  of  Almb  nud  Jezebel^ 
Kings,  iviii.  4 ;  which  circumstance  rendered  U  highly  fit  that  the  prophet  Eli&ha 
ithould  prov^ide  her  a  remedy,  and  enable  her  to  redeem  herself  and  her  ao(i&  from 
the  fear  of  that  slavery  which  insoivenl  debtors  were  liable  to  by  the  l>i\v  of  Mo^cs^ 
Lcvil*  XXV.  39  i  Malt,  viii,  25  ;  which  he  did  accordingly,  with  God*a  help,  at  the 
expenbeofa  miracle, 

*  Dr.  Hudson,  with  very  ^ood  reason,  suspects,  thai  there  is  no  small  defect  id 
our  present  copies  of  Josephus,  just  before  the  beginning  of  this  section,  and  thai 
chiefly,  as  to  that  distinct  account  which  he  had  given  us  reason  to  expect  iu  the 
first  section,  and  to  which  beseems  to  refer,  chap,  viii,  §  6,  concerning  tlie  glonouf 
miracles  which  Elisha  wrought,  which  indeed  in  our  Dibtes  are  not  a  few,  2  KtngSt 
iv.^i ;  but  of  which  we  have  several  omitted  in  Jo§ephus's  present  copies.  One 
of  thosQ  histories,  omitted  at  present,  was  evidently  in  his  Bible,  T  mean  that  of  the 
curing  of  Naaman*s  leprosy,  2  Kings,  v  ;  for  he  plainly  alludes  to  it,  B.  11 L  ch.  xi. 
$  4;  where  he  obterve^.  that  *'  there  were  lepers  in  many  nations  who  yet  Uavei 
been  in  honour,  and  not  only  free  from  reproach  and  avoidance,  but  who  have  been 
g^reat  captams  of  armies,  and  been  intruNiud  with  high  oifices  in  the  comtnouwenhb, 
tnd  have  had  the  privilege  of  entering  into  hoty  places  and  temples."  Hut  what 
makes  me  most  to  reeret  the  want  of  that  history  in  our  oresent  copies  of  Jo.iephus, 
is  this,  that  we  have  here,  as  it  is  commonly  understooa,  one  of  the  greatest  difli* 
ciiUi«s  in  all  the  Bible,  that  in  2  Kings,  v.  IB,  19;  where  Naamun,  after  he  had 
been  miraculously  cured  bv  a  prophet  of  the  true  God,  and  had  thereupon  promti!ied, 
ver.  17,  that  ••  he  would  henceforth  offer  neither  burul-oH'erinff  nor  sacrifice  unto 
other  gods,  but  itnto  the  Lottl,ailels,  In  this  thing  the  Lor*i  pardon  thy  servant,  that 
when  toy  master  goeth  into  the  house  of  Rtmnion  to  worship  there,  and  he  leaneth 
„  on  my  hands,  and  I  bow  myself  in  the  house  of  liiromoo,  wtien  I  bow  down  tnyaelf 
■       in  the  house  of  litmmon,  the  Lord  pardon  tby  servant  in  this  thing.     And  Elisha 
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horted  him  to  take  care  of  that  place,  for  that  therein  were 
some  Syrians  lying  in  ambush  to  kill  him.     So  the  king  did 
as  the  prophet  exhorted  him»  and  avoided  liis  going  a-bunt- 
ing.    And  when  Benhadad  missed  of  the  success  of  his  Ijuig 
in  ambush,  lie  was  wroth  with  his  own  servants,  as  if  they 
had  betrayed  his   ambushment  to  Joram,  and  he  sent  for 
them,    and    said    they    were    the   betrayers   of    his    secret 
counsels  ;  and  he   threatened  that  he  would  put  them  to 
death,  since  such  their  practice  was  evident,  because  he  had 
intrusted  this  secret  to  none  but  them»  and  yet  it  was  made 
known  to  his  enemy*     And  then  one  that  was  present  said, 
that  *'  he  should  not  mistake  himself,  nor  suspect  that  they 
had  discovered  to  his  enemy  his  sending  men  to  kill  him, 
but  that  he  ought  to  know  that  it  was  EHsha  the  prophet 
who  discovered  all  to  him,  and  laid  open  all  his  counsels/* 
So  he  gave  order  that  they  should  send  some  to  learn  in 
what  city  Elisha  dweU.     Accordingly  those  that  were  sent 
brought  word,  that  he  was  in  Dothan :  wherefore  Benhadad 
sent  to  that  city  a  great  army,  with  horses  and  chariots,  to 
take  Elisha  ;  so  they  encompassed  the  city  round  about  by 
night,  and  kept  him  therein  confined  :  but  when  the  prophet*s 
servant  in  the  morning  perceived  this^  and  that  his  enemies 
sought  to  take   Elisha,  he  came  running,  and  crying  out 
after  a  disordered  manner  to  him,  and  told  him  of  it;  but  he 
I  encoumgcd  him,  and  bid  him  not  be  afraid,  and  to  despise 
j  the  enemy,  and  trust  in  the  assistance  of  God,  and  was  him- 
►  self  without  fear  ;  and  he  besought  God  to  make  manifest  to 
this  servant  his  power  and  presence,  so  far  as  was  possible, 
I  in  order  to  the  inspiring  him  with  hope  and  courage.     Ac- 
cordingly God  heard  the  prayer  of  the  prophet,  and  made 
'  the  servant  see  a  multitude  of  chariots  and  horses  encora^ 
[passing  Elisha,  till  he  laid  aside  his  fear,  and  his  courage 
[revived,  at  the  sight  of  what  he  supposed  was  come  to  their 
assistance.     After  this  Elisha  did  further  entreat  God,  that 
he  would  dim  the  eyes  of  their  enemies,  and  cast  a  mist  be- 
;  fore  them,  whereby  they  might  not  discern  him.    When  this 
was  done,  he  went  into  the  midst  of  his  enemies,  and  asked 
them  who  it  was  that  they  came  to  seek;  and  when  they 
[replied,  The  prophet  Elisha,  he  promised  he  would  deliver 
Ihim  to  them,  if  they  would  follow  him  to  the  city  where  he 
liras.     So  these  men  were  so  darkened  by   God  in  their 
light  and  in  their  mind,  that  they  followed  him  very  dili- 
Igently ;  and  when  Elisha  had  brought  them  to  Samaria,  he 
ordered  Joram  the  king  to  shut  the  gates,  and  to  place  his 
9wn  army  round  about  them ;  and  prayed  to  God  to  clear 


I 
I 


I 
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taid.  Go  in  pe&ee."     TKis  look»  like  a  prophet's  pennisgton  for  beioj^  pirUktr  i 
doltirjr  itMU,  owl  of  compliince  with  an  idolitroui  coufl. 
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the  eyes  of  these  their  enemies,  and  take  the  mist  from  be- 
fore them*  Accordingly  mhen  they  were  freed  from  the 
obscurity  they  had  been  in»  they  saw  themselves  in  tlie  midst 
of  their  enemies  ;  and  as  the  Syrians  were  strangely  amazed 
and  distressed,  as  was  but  reasonable,  at  an  action  so  divine 
and  surprising;  and  as  king  Joram  asked  the  prophet,  if  he 
would  give  him  leave  to  slioot  at  them :  Khsha  forbade  him 
so  to  do;  and  said,  tliat  **it  is  just  to  kill  those  that  are 
taken  in  battle,  but  that  these  men  had  done  the  country  no 
harm,  but  without  knowing  it  were  come  thither  by  the  di- 
ifine  power/'  So  that  his  counsel  was  to  treat  them  in  an 
hospitable  manner  at  his  table,  and  then  send  them  away 
without  hurting  them  K  Wherefore  Joram  obeyed  the 
prophet;  and  when  he  had  feasted  the  Syrians  in  a  splendid 
and  magnificent  manner,  he  let  them  go  to  Benhadad  tlieir 
king. 

4.  Now  when  these  men  were  come  back,  and  had 
showed  Benhadad  how  strange  an  accident  had  befallen 
them,  and  what  an  appearance  and  power  they  had  ex- 
perienced of  the  God  of  Israel,  he  wondered  at  it,  as  also  at 
that  prophet  with  whom  God  was  so  evidently  present :  so 
he  determined  to  make  no  more  secret  attempts  upon  the 
king  of  Israel,  out  of  fear  of  Elisha,  but  resolved  to  make 
open  war  with  them,  as  supposing  he  could  be  too  hard  for 
his  enemies  by  the  multitude  of  his  army  and  power.  So  he 
made  an  expedition  with  a  great  army  against  Joram,  who, 
not  thinking  himself  a  match  for  him,  shut  himself  up  in 
Samaria,  and  depended  on  the  strength  of  its  walls;  but 
Benhadad  supposed  he  should  take  the  city,  if  not  by  his 
engines  of  war,  yet  that  he  should  overcome  the  Samaritans 
by  famine,  and  the  want  of  necessaries,  and  brought  his 
army  upon  them,  and  besieged  the  city :  and  the  plenty  of 
necessaries  was  brought  so  low  with  Joram,  that  from  the 
extremity  of  want  an  ass's  head  was  sold  in  Samaria  for 
fourscore  pieces  of  silver,  and  the  Hebrews  brought  a 
sextary  of  dove's  dung,  instead  of  salt,  for  five  pieces  of 
silver.  Now  Joram  was  in  fear  lest  somebody  should  betray 
the  city  to  the  enemy,  by  reason  of  the  famine,  and  went 
e^ery  day  round  the  walls  and  the  guards,  to  see  whether 
any  such  were  concealed  among  them  ;  and  by  being  thus 
ieen,  and  taking  such  care»  he  deprived  them  of  the  oppor- 
tunity of  contriving  any  such  thing  ;  and  if  they  had  a  mind 


•  Upon  occation  of  this  stratagera  of  ElisWs  in  Jofi«t>hus,  w©  may  take  ootice, 
thai  &Uhouch  Jo4«plitis  was  one  of  the  greatest  lovers  of  truth  m  the  world,  yei  in 
a  just  vrar  he  stems  to  have  had  no  manner  of  scruple  upon  him,  by  all  such  &tra. 
tagems  posaible,  to  deceive  public  enemies.  See  this  Joseph ua 'a  account  of  Jere* 
isiah'a  iinpoaitioa  on  the  great  men  of  the  Jewa  in  somewhat  a  liko  casfi  Antif). 
B.  X.  ch.  vii.  $6,  and  2  Sam.  xvi.  16,  ^c. 
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to  do  it,  he,  by  this  means,  prevented  them;  but  UDon  a 
certain  woman's  crying  out,  **  Have  pity  on  me,  my  lord,*' 
while  he  thought  that  she  was  about  to  ask  for  somewhat  to 
eat,  he  imprecated  God*s  curse  upon  her,  and  said, ''  he  had 
neither  threshing-floor  nor  wine-press,  whence  he  might 
give  her  any  thing  at  her  petition."  Upon  which  she  said, 
**  she  did  not  desire  his  aid  in  any  such  thing,  nor  trouble 
him  about  food,  but;desired  that  he  would  do  her  justice  as 
to  another  woman."  And  when  he  bade  her  say  on,  and  let 
him  know  what  she  desired,  she  said,  *'  she  had  made  an 
agreement  with  the  other  woman,  who  was  her  neighbour 
and  her  friend,  that  because  the  famine  and  want  was  into* 
lerable,  they  should  kill  their  children,  each  of  them  having 
a  son  of  their  own,  and  we  will  live  upon  them  ourselves  for 
two  days,  the  one  day  upon  one  son,  and  the  other  day  upon 
the  other :  and,"  said  she,  **  I  have  killed  my  son  the  first 
day,  and  we  lived  upon  my  son  yesterday,  but  this  other 
woman  will  not  do  the  same  thing,  but  hath  broken  her 
agreement,  and  hath  hid  her  son."  This  story  mightily 
grieved  Joram  when  he  heard  it ;  so  he  rent  his  garment, 
and  cried  out  with  a  loud  voice,  and  conceived  great  wrath 
against  Elisha  the  prophet,  and  set  himself  eagerly  to  have 
him  slain,  because  he  did  not  pray  to  God  to  provide  them 
some  exit  and  way  of  escape  out  of  the  miseries  with  which 
they  were  surrounded,  and  sent  one  away  immediately  to 
cut  off  his  head,  who  made  haste  to  kill  the  prophet ;  but 
EHsha  was  not  unacquainted  with  the  wrath  of  the  king 
against  him ;  for  as  he  sat  in  his  house  by  himself,  with  none 
but  his  disciples  about  him,  he  told  them,  that  Joram  S  who 
was  the  son  of  a  murderer,  had  sent  one  to  take  away  his 
head ;  but,  said  he,  **  When  he  that  is  commanded  to  do 
this  comes,  take  care  that  you  do  not  let  him  come  in,  but 
press  the  door  against  him,  and  hold  him  fast  there,  for  the 
king  himself  will  follow  him,  and  come  to  me,  having  altered 
his  mind."  Accordingly,  they  did  as  they  were  bidden, 
wlien  he  that  was  sent  by  the  king  to  kill  Elisha  came ;  but 
Joram  repented  of  his  wrath  against  the  prophet,  and  for 
fear  he  that  was  commanded  to  kill  him  should  have  done  it 
before  he  came,  he  made  haste  to  hinder  his  slaughter,  and 
to  save  the  prophet :  and  when  he  came  to  him,  he  accused 
him  that  lie  did  not  pray  to  God  for  their  deliverance  from 
the  miseries  they  now  lay  under,  but  saw  them  so  sadly 

^  ThU  son  of  a  murderer  was  Joram,  the  son  of  Ahab,  whom  Ahab  slew,  or  per- 
mitted his  wife  Jezebel  to  slay,  the  Lord's  prophets,  and  Nabotli,  1  Kings,  xviii.  4  ; 
xxi.  19 ;  and  he  is  here  called  by  this  name.  1  suppose,  because  he  had  now  also 
himself  sent  an  officer  to  murder  him  ;  yet  is  Josephus's  account  of  Joram's  coming 
himself  at  last,  as  repenting  of  his  intended  cruelty,  much  more  probable  than  that 
in  our  copies,  2  Kings,  vi.  33,  which  rather  implies  the  contrary. 
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destroyed  by  them.  Hereupon  EHslia  |)romise(l,  that  the 
very  next  day,  at  ihe  very  same  hour  hi  which  the  king  came 
to  him,  they  should  have  great  plenty  of  food,  amtl  that  two 
seahs  of  barley  should  be  sold  in  the  market  for  a  shekel, 
and  a  seah  of  fine  flour  should  be  sold  for  a  shekel.  This 
prediction  made  Joram,  and  those  that  were  present,  very 
joyful,  for  they  did  not  scruple  believing  what  the  prophet 
said,  on  account  of  the  experience  they  had  of  the  truth  of 
his  former  predictions  ;  and  the  expectation  of  plenty  made 
the  %vant  they  were  in  that  day,  with  the  uneasiness  that  ac- 
companied it,  appear  a  light  thing  to  them  :  but  the  captain 
of  the  third  band,  who  was  a  friend  of  the  king,  and  on 
whose  hand  the  king  leaned,  said,  **Thou  talkest  of  incred- 
ible things,  O  prophet !  for  as  it  is  impossible  for  God  to 
pour  down  torrents  of  barley,  or  fine  flour,  out  of  heaven,  sci 
18  it  impossible  that  what  thou  sayest  should  come  to  pass/* 
To  which  the  prophet  made  this  reply,  "  Thou  slialt  see 
these  things  conic  to  pass,  but  thou  shalt  not  be  in  the  least 
a  partaker  of  them." 

5.  Now  what  Eiisha  had  tlius  foretold  came  to  pass  in 
the  manner  following  :  There  was  a  law  at  Samaria",  that 
those  that  had  the  leprosy,  and  whose  bodies  were  not 
cleansed  from  it,  should  abide  without  the  city ;  and  there 
were  four  men  that  on  this  account  abode  before  the  gates, 
while  nobody  gave  them  any  food,  by  reason  of  the  extre- 
mity of  the  famine :  and  as  they  were  prohibited  from  en- 
tering into  the  city  by  the  law,  and  they  considered  that  if 
they  were  permitted  to  enter,  they  should  miserably  perish 
by  the  famine;  as  also,  that  if  they  staid  where  they  were, 
they  should  siilibr  in  the  same  manner  ;  they  resolved  to 
deliver  themselves  up  to  the  enemy,  that  in  case  they  should 
spare  them,  they  should  live,  but  if  they  should  be  killed, 
that  would  be  an  easy  death.  So  when  they  had  confirmed 
this  their  resolution,  they  came  by  night  to  the  enemies* 
camp.  Now  God  had  begun  to  affright  and  disturb  the 
Syrians,  and  to  bring  the  noise  of  chariots  and  armour  to 
their  ears,  as  though  an  army  were  coming  upon  them, 
and  had  made  ttiein  suspect  that  it  was  coming  nearer  and 
nearer  to  them.  In  short,  they  were  in  such  a  dread  of  this 
anny,  that  they  left  their  tents,  and  ran  together  to  Ben- 
hadad,  and  said,  that  *'  Jorani^  tlie  king  of  Isr<iel,  had  hired 
for  auxiliaries,  both  the  king  of  Egypt  and  the  king  of  the 
islands,  and  led  them  against  them,  for  they  heard  the  noise 
of  them  as  they  were  coming/'  And  Benhadad  believed 
what  they  said  (for  there  came  the  same  noise  to  his  ears  as  J 
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well  as  it  did  to  theirs),  so  they  fell  into  a  mighty  disorder 
and  tumult,  and  left  their  horses  and  beasts  in  their  camp, 
with  immense  riches  also,  and  betook  themselves  to  flight : 
and  those  lepers  who  had  departed  from  Samaria,  and  were 
gone  to  the  camp  of  the  Syrians,  of  whom  we  made  mention 
a  Httle  before,  when  they  were  in  the  camp,  saw  nothing 
but  great  quietness  and  silence;  accordingly  they  entered 
into  it,  and  went  hastily  into  one  of  their  tents,  and  when 
they  saw  nobody  there,  they  eat  and  drank,  and  carried 
garments,  and  a  great  quantity  of  gold,  and  hid  it  out  of 
the  camp :  after  which  they  went  into  another  tent,  and 
carried  utY  what  was  in  it,  as  they  did  at  the  former,  and 
this  did  they  for  several  times,  witliout  the  lea^t  interruption 
from  any  body :  so  they  gathered  thereby  that  the  enemies 
were  departed;  whereupon  they  reproached  themselves  that 
they  did  not  inform  Joram  and  the  citizens  of  it.  So  they 
came  to  the  walls  of  Samaria,  and  called  aloud  to  the  watch- 
men, and  told  them  in  what  state  the  enemies  were,  aa  did 
these  tell  the  king's  guards,  by  whose  means  Joram  came  to 
know  of  it;  who  then  sent  for  his  friends,  and  the  captains 
of  his  host,  and  said  to  them,  that  **  he  suspected  that  this 
departure  of  the  king  of  Syria  was  by  way  of  ambush  and 
treachery^  and  that  out  of  despair  of  ruining  you  by  famine* 
when  you  imagine  them  to  be  fled  away,  you  may  come  out 
of  the  city  to  spoil  their  camp,  and  he  may  then  fall  upon 
you  on  a  sudden,  and  may  both  kill  you,  and  take  the  city 
without  fighting;  whence  it  is  that  I  exhort  you  to  guard 
the  city  carefully,  and  by  no  means  to  go  out  of  it,  or 
proudly  to  despise  your  enemies,  as  though  tliey  were 
really  gone  away/'  And  when  a  certain  person  said,  that 
'*  he  did  very  well  and  wisely  to  admit  such  a  suspicion,  but 
that  he  still  advised  him  to  send  a  couple  of  horsemen  to 
search  all  the  country,  as  far  as  Jordan,  that  if  they  were 
seized  by  an  amhush  of  the  enemy,  they  might  be  a  security 
to  your  army,  that  they  may  not  go  out  as  if  they  suspected 
nothing,  nor  undergo  the  like  misfortune;  and,'*  said  he, 
**  those  horsemen  may  be  numbered  among  those  that  have 
died  by  the  famine,  supposing  they  be  caught  and  destroyed 
by  the  enemy.'*  So  the  king  was  pleased  with  this  opinion^ 
and  sent  such  as  might  search  out  the  truth,  who  performed 
their  journey  over  a  road  that  was  without  any  enemiet, 
but  found  it  full  of  provisions,  and  of  weapons,  that  ihcy 
had  theretore  thrown  away,  and  left  behind  them,  in  order 
to  their  being  light  and  expeditious  in  their  flight.  When 
the  king  heard  this,  he  sent  out  the  multitude  to  take  the 
spoils  of  the  camp;  which  gains  of  theirs  were  not  of  things 
of  small  value,  but  they  took  a  great  quantity  of  gold,  and  a 
great  quantity  of  silver,   and  flocks  of  all  kinds  of  cattle. 
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They  also  possessed  themselves  of  [so  many]  ten  thousand 
measures  of  wheat  and  barley,  as  they  never  in  the  leaj^t 
dreamed  of;  and  were  not  only  freed  from  their  former 
miseries,  but  had  such  plenty,  that  two  seahs  of  barley 
were  bought  for  a  shekel,  and  a  seah  of  fine  flour  for  a 
shekel,  according  to  the  prophecy  of  Elisha,  Now  a  seah 
is  equal  to  an  Italian  niodius  and  a  half.  The  captahi  of 
the  third  band  was  the  only  man  that  received  no  benefit 
by  this  plenty  ;  for  as  he  was  appointed  by  the  king  to  over- 
see the  gate,  that  he  might  prevent  the  too  great  crowd  of 
the  multitude,  and  they  might  not  endanger  one  another  to 
perish,  by  treading  on  one  another  in  the  press,  he  suffered 
himself  in  that  very  way,  and  died  in  that  very  manner,  as 
Elisha  had  foretold  such  his  death,  when  he  alone  of  them 
all  disbelieved  what  he  said  concerning  that  plenty  of  pro- 
visions which  they  should  soon  have. 

6,  Hereupon,  when  Benhadad,  the  king  of  Syria,  had  es- 
caped to  Damascus,  and  understood  that  it  was  Gotl  him- 
self that  cast  all  his  army  into  this  fear  and  disorder,  and 
that  it  did  not  arise  from  the  invasion  of  enemies,  he  was 
mightily  cast  down  at  his  having  God  so  greatly  for  hia 
enemy,  and  fell  into  a  distemper.  Now  it  happened  that 
Elisha  the  prophet,  at  that  time,  was  gone  out  of  his  own 
country  to  Damascus,  of  which  Benhadad  was  informed ; 
he  sent  Ilazael,  the  most  faithful  of  all  his  servants,  to  meet 
him,  and  to  carry  him  presents,  and  bade  him  inquire  of 
him  about  his  distemper,  and  whether  he  should  escape  the 
danger  that  it  threatened.  So  Hazael  came  to  Elisha  with 
forty  camels,  that  carried  the  best  and  most  precious  fruits 
that  the  country  of  Damascus  afforded,  as  well  as  those 
which  the  king  s  palace  supplied,  lie  saluted  him  kindly, 
and  said,  that  **  he  was  sent  to  him  by  king  Benhadad,  and 
brought  presents  witli  him,  in  order  to  inquire  concerning 
his  distemper,  whether  he  should  recover  from  it  or  not?" 
Wliereupon  the  prophet  bid  him  tell  the  king  no  melancholy 
news,  but  still  he  said  he  would  die.  So  the  king's  servant 
was  troubled  to  hear  it ;  and  Elisha  wept  also,  and  his  tears 
ran  down  plenteously  at  his  foresight  of  what  miseries  his 
people  would  undergo  after  the  death  of  Benhadad.  And 
when  Hazael  asked  him  what  was  the  occasion  of  this  con- 
fusion he  was  in,  he  said,  that  **  he  wept  out  of  his  com- 
miseration for  the  multitude  of  the  Israelites,  and  what 
terrible  miseries  they  will  suffer  by  thee;  for  thou  wilt  slay 
the  strongest  of  them,  and  will  burn  their  strongest  cities, 
and  wilt  destroy  their  children,  and  dash  them  against  the 
stones,  and  wilt  rip  up  their  women  with  child.'*  And  when 
Hazael  said,  *'  How  can  it  he  that  I  should  have  power 
enough  to  do  such  things?"  the  prophet  replied,  *'  that  God 
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had  informed  him  that  he  should   be  king  of  Syria/*     So 
when   Hazael  was  conve  to   Benhadad,  he  told  hiwi  good] 
news  concerning  his  distemper"*;  but  on  the  next  day  hei 
spread  a  wet  cloth,  in  the  nature  of  a  net,  over  him,  and] 
strangled  him,  and  took  his  dominion.     He  was  an  active  i 
man,  and    had   the  good-will  of  the  Syrians,   and  of  the 
people  of  Damascus,  to   a  great  degree ;    by  whom  both 
Benhadad  himself,  and  Hazael,  who  ruled   after  him,  are 
honoured  to  this  day  as  gods,  by  reason  of  their  benefac-^ 
tionsy   and   their  building   them   temples,   by   which   they 
adorned  the  city  of  the  Damascens.     They  also  every  day 
do  with  great  pomp  pay  their  worship  to  these  kings'*,  and 
value  themselves  upon  their  antiquity  ;  nor  do  they  know 
that  these  kings  are  much  later  than  they  imagine,  and  that 
they  are  not  yet  eleven  hundred  years  old.     Now   when  j 
Joram,  the  king  of  Israel,  heard  tliat  Benhadad  was  dead^ 
he  recovered  out  of  the  terror  and  dread  he  had  been  in  on 
his  account,  and  was  very  glad  to  live  in  peace. 


CHAPTER  V. 

Concerning  the  teickedness  of  Jehoram^  king  of  Jerusalem* 
His  defeat  and  death. 

I  1.  Now  Jehoram,  the  king  of  Jerusalem,  for  we  have  said 
before  that  he  had  the  same  name  with  the  king  of  Israel,  a^ 
soon  as  he  had  taken  the  government  upon  him,  betook  him- 
self to  the  slaugliter  of  his  brethren,  and  his  father's  friends, 
who  were  governors  under  him,  and  thence  made  a  beginning, 
and  a  demonstration,  of  his  wickedness;   nor  was  he  at  all 


*  SiDce  Elijah  did  not  live  to  anoiot  Hazael  king  of  Syria  hiius^H,  ils  be  wv 

empowered  to  do,  1  Kings,  %\%*  15,  it  was  most  probably  now  done,  in  his  name. 

by  his  servant  and  successor  Klisha :  nor  doe*  it  seem  to  me  otheiwisc  but  thai 

Benhadad  immediately  recovered  of  his  disease,  as  the  prophet  foretold ;  aad  Ihil 

Hazael,  upon  his  being  anointed  to  succeed  him,  though  he  ought  to  have  ataid 

tiK  he  died  by  the  course  of  nature,  or  some  other  way  of  divine  punUhmeot,  a» 

did  David  for  many  years  in  the  like  case,  was  too  impatieni,  aua  the  very  tieit 

day  smothered  or  strangled  him,  in  order  to  come  directly  to  the  suceessioQ. 

»  What  iM*  Le  Clerc  pretends  herej  that  it  \%  more  probable  that  Haxael  and 

^  bis  too  were  worshipped  by  the  Syrians^  and  people  uf  Damascus,  tiU  the  dajt  of 

\  JOMphus,  than  Benhadad  and  Hazael,  because  under  Benhadad  they  had  grmlf 

I  luffered,  and  because  it  U  almost  incredible,  that  both  a  king,  and-  thmt  kioi^ 

murderer,  should  be  wonhiDped  by  the  »ame  Syrians,  is  of  little  force  against  thdit 

I  records,  out  of  which  Jo&ephus  drew  thi»  history,  especially  when  it  is  likely  that 

I  ihey  thought  Benhadad  died  of  the  distemper  he  laboured  under,  and  not  by 

[  Battlers  treachery.    Besides,  the  reason  that  Joscphus  gives  for  this  adoratioa,  that 

I  these  t^n  kings  had  been  great  benefactors  to  the  inhabitants  of  Damaacua,  and 

I  had  buiU  tUeiii  teuiplest  is  too  remote  from  (he  political  auspicious  of  Le  Clerc ; 

nor  ought  such  weak  suspicions  to  be  deemed  of  any  force  aguiost  authentic  i 

timoniea  of  antif^uily. 
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better  tlian  those  kings  of  Israel  who  at  first  transgressed 
against  the  hiws  of  their  country,  and  of  the  Hebrews,  and 
against  God*s  worship:  and  it  was  Athahah,  the  daughter  of 
Ahab,  whom  he  had  married,  who  taught  him  to  be  a  bad 
man  in  other  respects^  and  also  to  worship  foreign  gods. 
Now  God  would  not  quite  root  out  this  family,  because  of 
the  promise  he  had  made  to  David,  However,  Jehoram  did 
not  leave  ofl^the  introduction  of  new  sorts  of  customs  to  the 
propagation  of  impiety,  and  to  the  ruin  of  the  customs  of  his 
own  country.  And  when  the  Edomites  about  that  time  had 
revolted  from  him,  and  slain  their  former  king,  who  was  in 
subjection  to  his  father,  and  had  set  up  one  of  their  own 
choosing,  Jehoram  felloipon  the  land  of  Edom,  with  the 
horsemen  that  were  about  him,  and  the  chariots,  by  night, 
and  destroyed  those  that  lay  near  to  his  own  kingdom,  but 
did  not  proceed  further.  However,  this  expedition  did  him 
no  service,  for  they  all  revolted  from  him,  with  those  that 
dwelt  in  the  country  of  Libnah,  He  w^as  indeed  so  mad,  as 
to  compel  the  people  to  go  up  to  the  high  places  of  the 
tnountains,  and  worship  foreign  gods* 

2.  As  he  was  doing  this,  and  had  entirely  cast  his  own  country 
lawB  out  of  his  mind,  there  was  brought  him  an  epistle  from 
£lijah  the  prophet**,  which  declared  that  *'God  would  execute 
great  judgments  upon  him,  because  he  had  not  imitated  his 
own  fathers,  but  had  followed  the  wicked  courses  of  the  kings 
of  Israel;  and  had  compelled  the  tribe  of  Judah,  and  the 
citizens  of  Jerusalem,  to  leave  the  holy  worship  of  their  own 
God,  and  to  worship  idols,  as  Ahab  had  compelled  the  Israel- 
ites to  do,  and  because  he  had  slain  his  brethren,  and  the 
men  tJiat  were  good  and  righteous/'  And  the  prophet  gave 
him  notice  m  this  epistle  **  what  punishment  he  should  under- 
go for  these  crimes,  namely,  the  destruction  of  his  people, 
with  the  corruption  of  the  kings  own  wives  and  children; 
and  that  he  should  himself  die  of  a  distemper  in  his  bowels, 
with  long  torments,  those  his  bowels  falling  out  by  the  vio- 
lence of  the  inward  rottenness  of  the  parts,  insomuch  that, 
though  he  see  his  own  misery,  he  shall  not  be  able  at  all  to 
help  himself,  but  shall  die  in  that  manner/*  This  it  was 
which  EUjah  denounced  to  him  in  that  epistle. 

3.  It  was  not  long  after  this  that  an  army  of  those  Arabians 
that  lived  near  to  Ethiopia,  and  of  tlie  Philistines,  fell  upon 
the  kingdom  of  Jehoram,  and  spoiled  the  country  and  the 

**  This  episl1«,  in  »ofne  cof»i€i  of  Joaephui,  is  laid  to  come  to  Jorarn  from  Eltjah, 
with  this  additJoQ,  "  for  be  wasfot  upon  earth,"  which  could  not  t>e  true  ofKliJah* 
who,  ai  all  aeree*  waa  goue  from  th«  earth  about  four  years  before,  and  coiUd  only 
be  true  of  £bsha  :  nor  perhaps  ii  there  any  more  mystery  here,  than  Mint  the  naroe 
of  Kliiah  has  very  ancieolly  crept  into  the  text  io&tead  of  Eli!th»,  by  the  copieri, 
ib«re  beiog  nothitig  io  any  copy  of  that  epistle  peculiar  to  Elijah* 
VOL.  K  Mm 
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I  king'a  house:  moreover,  they  slew  his  sons  and  bis  wivea: 
one  only  of  his  sons  was  left  him,  who  escaped  the  enemy; 
his  name  was  Ahaziah :  after  which  calamity,  he  himself  fell 
into  that  disease  which  was  foretold  by  the  prophet,  and 
lasted  a  great  while  (for  God  inflicted  tins  punishment  upon 
him  in  his  belly,  out  of  his  wrath  against  him,)  and  so  he  died 
miserably,  and  saw  his  own  bowels  fall  out.  The  people  aUo 
abused  his  dead  body:  I  suppose  it  was  because  they  thought 
that  such  his  death  came  upon  him  by  the  wrath  of  God,  and 
that  therefore  he  was  not  worthy  to  partake  of  such  a  funeral 
as  became  kings*  Accordingly,  they  neither  buried  him  hi 
the  sepulchres  of  his  fathers,  nor  vouchsafed  him  any  honours, 
I  but  buried  him  Hke  a  private  man,  and  this  when  he  had 
I  lived  forty  years,  and  reigned  eight ;  and  the  people  of 
Jerusalem  delivered  the  government  to  his  son  Ahaziah. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

/low  Jehu  was  anointed  king^  and  slew  both  Joram  and 
Ahaziah ;  as  also  ivhat  he  did  for  the  punishmeni  of  the 
wicked, 

1 1  i.  Now  Joram,  the  king  of  Israel^  after  the  deatli  of  Ben- 

hadad,  hoped  that  he  might  now  take   Ramoth,  a  city  of 

jCilead,  from  the  Syrians.     Accordingly,  he  made  an  expedi- 

Ition  against  it,  with  a  great  army;  but  as  he  was  besieging 

lit,  an  arrow  was  shot  at  him  by  one  of  the  Syrians,  but  the 

wound  was  not  mortal :  so  he  returned  to  have  his  wound 

healed  in  Jezreel,  but  left  his  whole  army  in  Kamoth,  and 

[  Jehu,  the  son  of  Nimshi,  for  their  general ;  for  he  had]already 

I  taken  the  city  by  force;  and  he  proposed,  after  he  was  healed, 

I  to  make  war  with  the  Syrians;  but  EHsha  the  prophet  sent 

[one  of  his  disciples  to  Ramoth,  and  gave  him  holy  oil  to 

lanoint  Jehu,  and  to  tell  him,  that  God  had  chosen  him  to  he 

[their  king.     He  also  sent  him  to  say  other  things  to  him,  and 

Ibid  him  to  take  his  journey  as  if  he  fled,  that  when  he  c^me 

laway  he  might  escape  the  knowledge  of  all  men.     So  when 

I  he  was  come  to  the  city,  he  found  Jehu  sitthig  in  the  midst 

'of  the  captains  of  the  army,  as  Elisha  had  foretold  he  shotdd 

find  him.     So  he  came  up  to  him,  and  said,  that  he  desired 

to  speak  with  him  about  certain  matters;  and  when  he  was 

arisen,  and  had  followed  him  into  an  inward  chamber,  the 

young  man  took  the  oil,  and  poured  it  on  his  head,  and  said, 

that  **  God  ordained  him  to  be  king,  in  order  to  his  destroying 

the  house  of  Ahab,  and  that  he  might  revenge  the  blood  of 

the  prophets  that  were  imjiL^tly  slain  by  Jezebel,  that  so  their 

house  might  utterly  perish,  as  those  of  Jeroboam  the  eon  of 


I 
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Nebat,  and  of  Baasba,  had  perished  for  their  wickedness,  and 
no  seed  might  remain  of  Ahab's  frmily."  So  when  he  had 
said  this,  he  went  hastily  out  of  the  chamber,  and  endea- 
voured not  to  be  seen  by  any  of  the  army, 

2.  But  Jehu  came  out,  and  went  to  the  place  where  lie 
before  sat  with  the  captains ;  and  when  they  asked  him,  and 
desired  him  to  tell  them,  wherefore  it  was  that  this  young 
man  came  to  him,  and  added  i*4thal  that  he  was  mad ;  he 
replied  J  *'  You  guess  right,  for  the  words  he  spake  were  the 
words  of  a  madman:"  and  when  they  were  eager  about  the 
matter,  and  desired  he  would  tell  them,  he  answered,  that 
God  had  said,  **  he  had  chosen  liim  to  be  king  over  tlie  mul- 
titude/' When  he  had  said  this,  every  one  of  them  put  off 
his  garment P,  and  strewed  it  under  him,  and  blew  with 
trumpets,  and  gave  notice,  that  Jehu  was  king.  So  when 
he  had  gotten  tlie  army  together,  he  was  preparing  to  set 
out  immediately  against  Joram,  at  the  city  Jezreel,  in  M'hich 
city,  as  we  said  before,  he  was  heaHng  of  the  wound  which 
be  had  received  in  the  siege  of  Ramoth,  It  happened  also 
that  Ahaziah,  king  of  Jerusalem,  was  now  come  to  Joram, 
for  he  was  his  sister*8  son,  as  we  have  said  already,  to  see 
how  he  did  after  his  ivound,  and  this  upon  account  of  their 
kindred:  but  as  Jehu  %vas  desirous  to  fall  upon  Joram  and 
those  with  him  on  the  sudden,  he  desired  that  none  of  the 
soldiers  might  run  away,  and  tell  to  Joram  what  had  happened 
for  that  this  would  be  an  evident  demonstration  of  their 
kindness  to  him,  and  would  show  that  their  real  inclinations 
were  to  make  him  king- 
s' So  they  were  pleased  with  what  he  did,  and  guarded 
the  roads,  lest  somebody  should  privately  tell  the  thing  to 
those  that  were  at  JezreeL  Now  Jehu  took  his  choice 
liorsemen,  and  sat  upon  his  chariot,  and  went  on  for  Jezreel; 
and  when  he  was  come  near,  the  watchmen  whom  Joram  had 
set  there  to  spy  out  such  as  came  to  the  city,  saw  Jehu 
marching  on,  and  told  Joram  that  he  saw  a  troop  of  horse- 
men  marching  on.  Upon  which  he  immediately  gave  orders, 
that  one  of  his  horsemen  should  be  sent  out  to  meet  them, 
and  to  know  who  it  was  that  was  coming.  So  when  the 
horseman  came  up  to  Jehu,  he  asked  him,  in  what  comlition 
the  army  was,  for  that  the  king  wanted  to  know  it ;  but  Jehu 
bid  him  not  at  all  to  meddle  with  such  matters,  but  to  follow 
Iiim.  When  the  w^atchmen  saw  this,  he  told  Joram  that  the 
horseman  had  mingled  himself  among  the  company,  and  came 
along  with  them.  And  when  the  king  had  sent  a  second 
messenger,  Jehu  commanded  him  to  do  as  the  former  did ; 

P  Spanheim  here  notes,  that  ihh  putting  off  men's  gnrmcntf  and  strewing  thimi 
uQiler  a  king,  tras  an  eastern  custotn^  wliich  he  had  elsewhere  explained. 
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and  as  soon  asi  the  watchman  told  this  also  to  Joram,  lie  at 
last  got  upon  his  chariot  himself,  together  with  Ahaziah,  the 
king  of  Jerusalem  •,  for,  as  we  said  before,  he  was  there  to 
see  how  Joram  did,  after  he  had  been  wounded,  as  being  hit 
relation.  So  he  went  out  to  meet  Jehu,  who  marched  slowly  % 
and  in  good  order;  and  when  Joram  met  him  in  the  field  of 
Naboth,  he  asked  him  if  all  things  were  well  in  the  camp; 
but  Jehu  reproached  him  bitterly,  and  ventured  to  call  his 
mother  a  witch  and  a  harlot.  Upon  this  the  king  fearing 
what  he  intended,  and  suspecting  he  had  no  good  meaning, 
turned  his  chariot  about  as  soon  as  he  could,  and  said  to 
Ahaziah,  "  We  are  fought  against  by  deceit  and  treachery;** 
but  Jehu  drew  his  bow,  and  smote  him,  the  arrow  going 
through  his  heart ;  so  Joram  fell  down  immediately  an  his 
knee,  and  gave  up  the  ghost,  Jehu  also  gave  orders  to 
Bidkar,  the  captain  of  the  third  part  of  his  army,  to  east  the 
dead  body  of  Joram  into  the  field  of  Naboth,  putting  liim  bi 
mind  of  the  prophecy  which  Elijah  prophesied  to  Ahab  hb 
father,  when  he  had  slain  Kaboth,  that  both  he  and  his  fainiiy 
should  perish  in  that  place;  for  that  as  they  sat  behind 
Ahab's  chariot  they  heard  the  prophet  say  so,  and  that  it  was 
now  come  to  pass  according  to  his  prophecy.  Upon  the  fall 
of  Joram,  Ahaziah  was  afraid  of  his  own  life,  and  turned  his 
chariot  into  another  road,  supposing  he  should  not  be  seen 
by  Jehu;  but  he  followed  after  him,  and  overtook  him  at  a 
certain  declivity,  and  drew  his  bow,  and  wounded  him;  so 
he  left  his  chariot,  and  got  upon  his  horse,  and  fled  from  Jehii 
to  Megiddo,  and  though  he  was  under  care,  in  a  little  time 
he  died  of  that  wound,  and  was  carried  to  Jerusalem,  and 
buried  there,  after  he  had  reigned  one  year,  and  had  proved 
a  wicked  man,  and  worse  than  his  father. 

4.  Now  when  Jehu  was  come  to  Jezreel,  Jezebel  adomed 
herself  and  stood  upon  a  tower,  and  said,  '*  He  was  a  fine 
servant  that  had  killed  his  master."  And  when  he  looked 
up  to  Iier,  he  asked  who  she  was,  and  commanded  her  to 
come  down  to  him.  At  last  he  ordered  the  eunuchs  to  throw 
lier  down  from  the  tower ;  and  being  thrown  down,  she  be- 
sprinkled the  wall  with  her  blood,  and  was  trodden  upon  by 
the  horses,  and  so  died.  When  this  was  done,  Jehu  came 
to  the  palace  with  his  friends,  and  took  some  refreshment 


^  Oar  copies  saji  that  thii  '*  driving  of  the  chariots  was  like  the  driviDg  of  Jelia, 

Ihe  son  of  Nimshi ;  for  he  driveth  f^nou»ly/'  2  Kinp,  ix,  20  ;  wber-e&i  Jc«epbut't 

copj«  as  he  uuderstood  it,  was  Ihis,  that,  on  the  contnry,  Jehu  m.\rched  sloiviy  ind 

ID  good  order.     Nor  can  it  be  denied,  that  since  there  was  interval  enough  for  kiog 

^  JoraiD  to  send  out  two  horsemen,  one  after  another,  to  Jehu,  atid  at  length  to  go 

,  out  wilb  king  Ahaziah  to  meet  him,  and  all  this  after  he  was  come  wiihio  sight  of 

'  the  watchman,  aod  before  he  was  come  to  Jeireel,  ttie  probabilitj  is  greatkj  oa  the 

tide  of  Josephus's  copy  or  imerpretation. 
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after  his  journey,  both  with  other  things,  and  by  eating  a 
meat*  He  also  bid  his  servants  to  take  up  Jezebel  and  bury 
her,  because  of  the  nobiHty  of  her  blood,  for  she  was 
descended  from  kin^s ;  but  those  that  were  appointed  to 
bury  her  found  nothing  else  remaining  but  the  extreme 
parts  of  her  body,  for  all  the  rest  were  eaten  by  dogs. 
When  Jehu  heard  this,  he  adnured  the  prophecy  of  Elijah, 
for  he  foretold  that  she  should  perish  in  this  mamier  at 
Jezreel. 

5.  Now  Ahab  had  seventy  sons  brought  up  in  Samaria. 
So  Jehu  sent  two  epistles,  the  one  to  them  that  brought  up 
the  children,  the  other  to  the  rulers  of  .Samaria,  which  said, 
that  **  they  sliould  set  up  the  most  valiant  of  Ahab's  sons 
for  king,  for  that  they  had  abundance  of  chariots,  and  horses, 
and  armour,  and  a  great  army,  and  fenced  cities,  and  that 
by  so  doing  they  might  avenge  the  murder  of  Ahab/'  This 
he  wrote  to  try  the  intentions  of  those  of  Samaria.  Now 
when  the  rulers,  and  those  that  had  brought  up  the  children, 
had  read  the  letter,  they  were  afraid  ;  and  considering  that 
they  were  not  at  all  able  to  oppose  him,  who  had  already 
subdued  two  very  great  kings,  they  returned  him  this  an* 
swer,  that  **  tliey  owned  him  for  their  lord,  and  would  do 
whatsoever  he  bade  them."  So  he  wrote  back  to  them  such 
a  reply  as  enjoined  them  to  obey  what  he  gave  order  for, 
and  to  cut  o*F  the  heads  of  Ahab*s  sons,  and  send  them  to 
him.  Accordingly,  the  rulers  sent  for  those  that  brought  up 
the  sons  of  Ahab,  nnd  commanded  them  to  slay  them,  to  cut 
off  their  heads,  and  send  them  to  Jelui.  So  they  did  what- 
soever  they  were  commanded^  without  omitting  any  thing  at 
all,  and  put  them  up  in  wicker  baskets,  and  sent  them  to 
Jezreeh  And  when  Jehu,  as  he  was  at  supper  with  his 
friends,  was  informed  that  the  heads  of  Ahab's  sons  were 
brought,  he  ordered  them  to  make  two  heaps  of  them,  one 
before  each  of  the  gates  ;  and  in  the  morning  he  went  out  to 
take  a  view  of  them,  and  when  he  saw  them,  he  began  to  say 
to  the  people  that  were  present,  that  **  he  did  himself  make 
an  expedition  against  his  master  [Joram],  and  sluvv  him,  but 
that  it  was  not  he  that  slew  all  these:  and  he  desired  them 
to  take  notice,  that  as  to  AhaVs  family,  all  things  had  come 
to  pass  according  to  God's  prophecy,  and  his  house  was 
perished,  according  as  Elijah  had  foretold/*  And  when  he 
had  further  destroyed  all  the  kindred  of  Ahab  that  were 
found  in  Jestreel,  he  went  to  Samaria ;  and  as  he  was  upon  I 
the  road,  he  met  the  relations  of  Ahaziah  king  of  Jerusalem,  ' 
and  asked  them,  whither  they  were  going :  they  replied, 
came  to  salute  Joram,  and  their  own  k* 
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gave  orders  that  they  should  catch  these,  and  kill  them, 
being  in  number  forty-two  persons. 

6.  After  these,  there  met  him  a  good  and  a  righteous  maD, 
whose  name  was  Jehonadab,  and  who  had  been  his  friend  of 
old.  He  saluted  Jehu,  and  began  to  commend  him,  because 
he  had  done  every  thing  according  to  the  will  of  Grod,  in  ex- 
tirpating the  house  of  Ahab.  So  Jehu  desired  him  to  come 
up  into  his  chariot,  and  make  his  entry  with  him  into 
Samaria;  and  told  him,  that  ''he  would  not  spare  one 
wicked  man,  but  would  punish  the  false  prophets,  and  false 
priests,  and  those  that  deceived  the  multitude,  and  persuaded 
them  to  leave  the  worship  of  God  Almighty,  and  to  worship 
foreign  gods ;  and  that  it  was  a  most  excellent  and  a  most 
pleasing  sight  to  a  good  and  a  righteous  man  to  see  the 
wicked  punished.'*  So  Jehonadab  was  persuaded  by  these 
arguments,  and  came  up  into  Jehu*s  chariot,  and  came  to  ^ 
Samaria.  And  Jehu  sought  out  for  all  Ahab's  kindred,  and 
slew  them.  And  being  desirous  that  none  of  the  false 
prophets,  nor  the  priests  of  Ahab's  god,  might  escape 
punishment,  he  caught  them  deceitfully  by  this  wile  :  for  he 
gathered  all  the  people  together,  and  said,  that  "  he  would 
worship  twice  as  many  gods  as  Ahab  worshipped,  and 
desired  that  his  priests,  and  prophets,  and  servants,  might 
be  present,  because  he  would  offer  costly  and  great  sacrifices 
to  Ahab's  god,  and  that  if  any  of  his  priests  were  wanting, 
they  should  be  punished  with  death."  Now  Ahab*s  god 
was  called  Baal :  and  when  he  had  appointed  a  day  on 
which  he  would  offer  those  sacrifices,  he  sent  messengers 
through  all  the  country  of  the  Israelites,  that  they  might 
bring  the  priests  of  Baal  to  him.  So  Jehu  commanded  to 
give  all  the  priests  vestments ;  and  when  they  had  received 
them,  he  went  into  the  house  [of  Baal],  with  his  friend  Je- 
honadab, and  gave  orders  to  make  search  whether  there 
were  not  any  foreigner  or  stranger  among  them,  for  he  would 
have  no  one  of  a  different  religion  to  mix  among  their  sacred 
offices.  And  when  they  said  that  there  was  no  stranger 
there,  and  they  were  beginning  their  sacrifices,  he  set  four- 
score men  without,  they  being  such  of  his  soldiers  as  he 
knew  to  be  most  faithful  to  him,  and  bid  them  slay  the  pro- 
phets, and  now  vindicate  the  laws  of  their  country,  which 
had  been  a  long  time  in  disesteem.  He  also  threatened, 
that  if  any  one  of  them  escaped,  their  own  lives  should  go 
for  them.  So  they  slew  them  all  with  the  sword ;  and 
burnt  the  house  of  Baal,  and  by  that  means  purged  Samaria 
of  foreign  customs  [idolatrous  worship].  Now  this  Baal  was 
the  god  of  the  Tyrians ;  and  Ahab,  in  order  to  gratify  his 
father-in-law,  Ethbaal,  who  was  the  king  of  Tyre  and  Sidon, 
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built  a  temple  for  him  in  Samiiria,  and  appointed  him  pro- 
phets, and  worshipped  him  with  all  sorts  of  wursliip, 
although,  when  this  god  was  demolished,  Jehu  permitted 
the  Israelites  to  worship  the  golden  heifers.  However,  be- 
cause he  had  done  thus,  and  taken  care  to  punish  the 
wicked j  God  foretold  by  his  prophet,  that  his  sons  should 
reign  over  Israel  for  four  generations :  and  in  this  condition 
was  Jehu  at  this  time* 


CHAPTER  VH. 


^JIow  AihaUah  reigned  over  Jerusalem /or  Jive  [six]  t/ears, 
when  Jeholada  the  high-priest  slew  Iter,  and  Made  Jehoash^ 
the  son  of  /ihaziaht  Jing, 

''I  L  Now  when  Atlialiah,  the  daughter  of  Ahabj  heard  of 
the  death  of  her  brother  Joram,  and  of  her  son  Ahaziali, 
1  and  of  the  royal  faniilvi  she  endeavoured  that  none  of  the 
IliouBe  of  David  might  be  left  alive,  but  that  the  whole  family 
might  be  exterminated,  that  no  king  might  arise  out  of  it 
afterward;  and,  as  tshe  thought,  she  had  actually  done  it: 
but  one  of  Ahaziah's  sons  was  preserved,  who  escaped  death 
after  the  manner  following:   Ahaziah  had  a  sister  by  the 
same  father,  whose  name  was  Jehosheba,  and  she  was  married 
.  to  the  high- priest  Jehoiada.    She  went  into  the  king's  palace, 
fand  found  Jehoash,  for  that  was  the  little  child's  name,  who 
^was  not  above  a  year  old,  among  those  that  were  slain,  but 
concealed  with  his  nurse  ;  so  she  took  him  with  her  into  a 
secret  bed-chamber,  and  shut  him  up  there,  and  she  and  her 
husband  Jehoiada  brought  him  up  privately  in  the  temple 
six  years,  during  whicli  time  Athahah  reigned  over  Jerusa- 
lem and  the  two  tribes. 

2.  Now,  on  the  seventh  year,  Jehoiada  communicated  the 
matter  to  certain  of  the  captains  of  hundreds,  five  in  number* 
and  persuaded  them  to  be  assisting  to  what  attempts  he  was 
making  against  Athaliah,  and  to  join  with  him  in  asserting 
the  kingdom  to  the  child.  He  also  received  such  oaths 
from  them  as  arc  proper  to  secure  those  that  assist  one 
another  from  the  fear  of  discovery ;  and  he  was  then  of 
good  hope  that  they  should  depose  Athaliah,  Now  thoae 
I  men  whom  Jehoiada  the  priest  had  taken  to  be  his  partners, 
w^ent  into  all  the  country,  and  gathered  together  the  priests 
and  the  Levites,  and  the  heads  of  the  tribes  out  of  it,  and 
came  and  brought  them  to  Jerusalem,  to  the  high-priest. 
So  lie  demamlcd  the  security  of  an  oath  of  them,  to  keep 
I  private   whatsoever   he   should    discover   to    them,   which 
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requireil  buth  their  silence  and  their  assistance*  Sa  when 
they  had  taken  the  oath,  and  had  thereby  made  it  safe  for 
bim  to  speak;  he  produced  the  child  that  he  bad  brought  up 

[of  the  family  of  David,  and  said  to  them,  "This  is  your 

[king,  of  that  house  which  you  know  God  hath  foretold 
ahould  reign  over  you  for  all  time  to  come :  I  eidiort  you, 
therefore,  that  one-third  part  of  you  guard  him  in  the 
temple,  and  that  a  fourth  part  keep  watch  at  all  the  ^ates  of 

I  the  temple,  and  that  the  next  part  of  you  keep  guard  at  the 
gate  which  opens  and  leads  to  the  king*s  palace,  and  let  the 
rest  of  the  multitude  be  unarmed  in  the  temple,  and  let  no 
armed  person  go  into  the  temple,  but  the  priest  only/*  He 
also  gave  them  this  order  besides,  **  that  a  part  of  the  priests 
and  the  Levites  should  be  about  the  king  himself,  and  be  a 

I  guard  to  him,  with  their  drawn  swords,  and  to  kill  that  man 
immediately,  whoever  he  be,  that  should  be  so  bold  as  to 
enter  armed  into  the  temple ;  and  bid  them  be  afraid  of 
nobody,  but  persevere  in  guarding  the  king,"  So  these 
men  obeyed  what  the  high-priest  advised  them  to,  and 
declared    the  reality  of  their  resolution   by  their  actions, 

[  Jehoiada  also  opened  that  armoury  which  David  had  made 
in  the  temple,  and  distributed  to  the  captahis  of  hundreds, 
as  also  to  the  priests  and  Levites,  all  the  spears  and  quivers, 
and  what  kind  of  weapons  soever  it  contained,  and  set  tbem 
armed  in  a  circle  round  about  the  temple,  so  as  to  touch  one 

[mnother's  hands,  and  by  that  means  excluding  those  from 
entering  that  ought  not  to  enter.  Ho  they  brought  the  child 
into  the  midst  of  ihem*  and  put  on  him  the  royal  crown,  and 
Jehoiada  anointed  him  with  the  oil,  and  made  him  king; 
and  the  multitude  rejoiced,  and  made  a  noisej  and  cried, 

I  **  God  save  the  king  J" 

3.  When  Alhaliah  unexpectedly  heard  the  tumult  and  the 
acclamations,  she  was  greatly  disturbed  in  her  mind,  and 
suddenly  issued  out  of  the  royal  palace  with  her  own  army; 
and  when  she  was  come  to  the  temple,  the  priests  received 
her,  but  as  for  those  that  stood  round  about  the  temple*  as 
they  were  ordered  by  the  high-priest  to  do,  they  hindered 
the  armed  men  that  followed  her  from  going  in.  But  when 
Athaliah  saw  the  child  standing  upon  a  pillar,  with  tiie 
royal  crown  upon  his  head,  she  rent  her  clothes,  and  cried 
out  vehemently,  and  commanded  [her  guards]  to  kill  him 
that  had  laid  snares  for  her,  and  endeavoured  to  deprive  her 

[  of  the  government:  but  Jehoiada  called  for  the  cantaUis  of 

I  hundreds,  and  commanded  them  to  bring  Athaliali  to  the 
valley  of  Cedron,  and  slay  her  there,  for  he  would  not  have 
the  temple  defiled  with  the  punishments  of  this  pernicious 
woman;  and  he  gave  order,  that  if  any  one  canie  near  to 
help  her*  he  should  be  slain  also;  wJierefore  those  that  had 


i 
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the  charge  of  her  slaughter  took  hold  of  her,  and  led  her  to 
the  gate  of  the  king's  mules,  and  slew  her  there. 

4.  Now  as  soon  as  what  concerned  Athuliah  was  by  this 
stratagem,  after  this  manner,  despatched,  Jchoiada  called 
together  the  people  and  the  armed  men  into  the  temjile,  and 
made  them  take  an  oath,  that  they  would  be  obedient  to  the 
king»  and  take  care  of  his  safety,  and  of  the  safety  of  his 
government;  after  which  he  obliged  the  king  to  give  security 
[upon  oath]  that  he  would  worship  God,  and  not  transgress 
the  laws  of  Moses,  They  then  ran  to  the  house  of  Baal, 
which  Athaliah  and  her  husband  Jehoram  bad  built,  to  the 
dishonour  of  the  God  of  their  fathersj  and  to  the  honour  of 
Ahab,  and  demolished  it,  and  slew  Mattan,  that  had  his 
priesthood.  But  Jehoiada  intrusted  the  care  and  custody 
of  the  temple  to  the  priests  and  Levites,  according  to  the 
appointment  of  king  David,  and  enjoined  them  to  bring  their 
regular  bur nt-ofte rings  twice  a  day,  and  to  offer  incense 
according  to  the  law.  He  also  ordained  some  of  the  Levites, 
with  the  porters,  to  be  a  guard  to  the  temple,  that  no  one 
that  was  defiled  might  come  there. 

5.  And  when  Jehoiada  had  set  these  things  in  order,  he, 
with  the  captains  of  hundreds,  and  the  rulers,  and  all  tlie 
people,  took  Jehoash  out  of  the  temple  into  the  king's 
palace^  and  when  he  had  set  him  upon  the  king  s  throne,  the 
people  sliouted  for  joy,  and  betook  themselves  to  feasting, 
and  kept  a  festival  for  many  days;  but  the  city  was  quiet 
upon  the  death  of  Athaliah.  Now  Jehoash  was  seven  years 
old  when  he  took  the  kingdom:  his  mother's  name  was 
Zibiah,  of  the  city  Beersheba.  And  all  the  time  that 
Jehoiada  lived,  Jehoash  was  careful  that  the  laws  should  be 
kept,  and  very  zealous  in  the  worship  of  God  ;  and  when  he 
was  of  age,  he  married  two  wives,  who  were  given  to  him 
by  the  high -priest,  by  whom  were  born  to  him  both  sons 
and  daughters.  And  thus  much  shall  suffice  to  have  related 
concerning  king  Jehoash^  how  he  escaped  the  treachery  of 
Athaliah,  and  how  be  received  the  kingdom. 
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CHAPTER  VIII. 

Ilazael  makes  an  expetlition  against  the  people  of  Israel^ 
and  the  inhabitants  of  Jerusalem.  Jeku  eties,  and  Je- 
hoahaz  succeeds  in  tike  gotermmeni.  Jehoash^  the  Ung 
of  Jerusalem,  atjirst  is  careful  about  the  worship  of  God, 
but  afterwards  becomes  impious  ^  and  commands  Zachariak 
to  be  stoned.  When  Jehoash  [Ung  of  Judah]  was  dead^ 
Amasiah  succeeds  him  in  the  kingdom* 

%  1.  Now  HazacI,  kin^  of  Syria,  fought  against  the  Israel- 
ites, and  their  king  Jeliu,  and  spoiled  the  eastern  parts  of 
the  country  beyond  Jordan,  which  belonged  to  the  Keuben- 
ites  and  Gadites,  and  to  [the  half  tribe  of]  Manassites;  as 
also  Gilead  and  Bashan,  burning  and  spoiling,  and  ofiering 
violence  to  all  that  he  laid  his  nands  on,  and  this  without 
impeachment  from  Jehu,  who  made  no  haste  to  defend  the 
country  when  it  was  under  this  distress:  nay,  he  was  be- 
come a  contemner  of  religion,  and  a  despiser  of  holiness, 
and  of  the  laws ;  and  died  when  he  had  reigned  over  the 
Israelites  tiienty-seven  years.  He  was  buried  in  Samaria; 
and  left  Jehoahaz  his  son  his  successor  in  the  government* 
2.  Now  Jehoash,  king  of  Jerusalem,  had  an  inclination 
to  repair  the  temple  of  God ;  so  he  called  Jehoiada,  and  bid 
him  send  the  Levitcs  and  the  priests  through  all  the  country, 
to  require  half  a  shekel  of  silver  for  every  head,  towards  the 
rebuilding  and  repairing  of  the  temple,  which  was  brought 
to  decay  by  Jehoram,  and  Athaliah  and  her  sons.  But  the 
hifi^h-priest  did  not  do  this,  as  concluding  that  no  one  would 
willingly  pay  that  money ;  but  on  the  twenty-third  year 
of  Jehoasirs  reign,  when  the  king  sent  for  him  and  the 
Levitcs,  and  complained  that  they  had  not  obeyed  what  he 
enjoined  them,  and  still  commanded  them  to  take  care  of 
the  rebuilding  the  temple,  he  used  this  stratagem  for 
collecting  the  money,  with  which  the  multitude  was  pleased. 
He  made  a  wooden  chest,  and  closed  it  up  fast  on  all  sides, 
but  opened  one  hole  in  it ;  he  then  set  it  in  the  temple  beside 
the  altar,  and  desired  every  one  to  cast  into  it,  through  the 
hole,  what  he  pleased,  for  the  repair  of  the  temple.  This 
contrivance  was  acceptable  to  the  people,  and  they  strove 
one  M'ith  another,  and  brought  in  jointly  large  quantities  of 
silver  and  gold :  and  when  the  scribe  and  the  priest  that 
were  over  the  treasuries  had  emptied  the  chest,  and  counted 
the  money  in  the  king's  presence,  they  then  set  it  in  its 
former  place,  and  thus  did  they  every  day.  But  when  the 
multitude  appeared  to  have  ca^t  in  as  much  as  was  wanted, 
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the  high-priest,  Jehoiada,  and  king  Joash,  sent  to  hire 
masons  and  carpenters,  and  to  buy  large  pieces  of  timber, 
and  of  the  most  curious  sort;  and  when  they  had  repaired 
the  temple,  they  made  use  of  the  remaining  gold  and  silver, 
which  was  not  a  little,  for  bowls  and  basons,  and  cups,  and 
other  vessels,  and  they  went  on  to  make  the  altar  every  day 
fat  with  sacrifices  of  great  value.  And  these  things  were 
taken  suitable  care  of  as  long  as  Jehoiada  lived. 

3.  But  as  soon  as  he  was  dead  (which  was  when  he  had 
lived  one  hundred  and  thirty  years,  having  been  a  righteous, 
and  in  every  respect  a  very  good  man,  and  was  buried  in 
the  king's  sepulchres  at  Jerusalem,  because  he  had  re- 
covered the  kingdom  to  the  family  of  David),  king  ifehoash 
betrayed  bis  [want  of]  care  about  God.  The  principal  men 
of  the  people  were  corrupted  also  together  with  him,  and 
offended  against  their  duty,  and  what  their  constitution  de- 
termined to  be  most  for  their  good.  IJereupon  God  was 
displeased  with  the  change  that  was  made  on  the  king,  and 
on  the  rest  of  the  people,  .and  sent  prophets  to  testify  to 
them  what  their  actions  were,  and  to  bring  them  to  leave 
off  their  wickedness  :  but  they  liad  gotten  such  a  strong 
affection,  and  so  violent  an  inch  nation  to  it,  that  neither 
could  the  examples  of  those  that  had  offered  affronts  to  the 
laws,  and  liad  been  so  severely  punished,  they  and  their 
entire  families,  nor  could  the  fear  of  what  the  prophets  now 
foretold  bring  them  to  repentance,  and  turn  them  back  from 
their  course  of  transgression  to  their  former  duty*  But  the 
king  commanded  that  Zachariah,  the  son  of  the  high-priest 
Jehoiada,  should  be  stoned  to  death  in  the  temple,  and 
forgot  the  kindnesses  he  had  received  from  his  fatlier;  for 
when  God  had  appointed  him  to  prophesy,  he  stood  in  the 
midst  of  the  multitude,  and  gave  this  counsel  to  them  and 
to  the  king,  that  tliey  should  act  righteously;  and  foretold 
to  them,  that  if  they  would  not  hearken  to  his  admonitions, 
they  should  suffer  a  heavy  punishment :  but  as  Zachariah 
was  ready  to  die,  he  appealed  to  God  as  a  witness  of  what 
he  suffered,  for  the  good  counsel  he  had  given  them,  and 
liow  he  perished,  after  a  most  severe  and  violent  manner, 
for  the  good  deeds  his  father  had  done  to  Jehoash. 

4.  However,  it  was  not  long  before  the  king  suffered 
punishment  for  his  transgression;  for  when  llazael,  king  of 
Syria,  made  an  irruption  into  his  country,  and  when  he  had 
overthrown  Gath,  and  spoileil  it,  he  made  an  expedition 
against  Jerusalem  :  upon  which  Jehoash  was  afraid,  and 
emptied  all  the  treasures  of  God,  and  of  the  kings  [befnre 
him],  and  took  down  the  gifts  that  had  been  dedicated  [iu 
the  temple],  and  .^ent  them  to  the  king  of  Syria,  and  pro- 
cured so  much  by  them,  that  he  was  not  besieged,  nor  hi» 
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kingdom  quite  endangered^  but  Hazael  was  induced,  by  the 
greatness  of  the  sum  of  money,  not  to  bring  his  army  against 
Jerusalem:  yet  Jehoash  fell  into  a  severe  distemper,  and 
was  set  upon  by  his  friends,  in  order  to  revenge  the  death 
of  Zachariah,  the  son  of  Jehoiada.  These  laid  snares  for  the 
king,  and  slew  him.  He  was  indeed  buried  in  Jerusalem, 
but  not  in  the  royal  sepulchres  of  his  forefathers,  because  of 
his  impiety.  He  lived  forty-seven  years^  and  Amaziah  hh 
son  succeeded  him  in  the  kingdom, 

5.  In  the  one-and*twentieth  year  of  the  reign  of  Jehoash, 
Jehoahaz,  the  son  of  Jehu,  took  the  government  of  the 
Israelites  in  Samaria,  and  lield  it  seventeen  years*  He  did 
not  [properly]  imitate  his  father,  but  was  guilty  of  as  wicked 

fractices  as  those  that  first  had  God  in  contempt :  but  the 
ing  of  Syria  brought  him  low,  and,  by  expeditions  against 
him,  did  so  greatly  reduce  his  forces,  that  there  remained 
no  more  of  so  gre^t  an  army  than  ten  thousand  arraed  men, 
and  fifty  horsemen.  He  also  took  away  from  him  his  great 
cities,  and  many  of  them  also,  and  destroyed  his  army. 
And  these  were  the  things  that  the  people  of  Israel  suffered, 
according  to  the  prophecy  of  Elisha,  when  he  foretold  that 
Hazael  should  kill  his  master,  and  reign  over  the  Syrians 
and  Damascens-     But  when  Jehoahaz  was  under  such  un- 

t avoidable  miseries,  he  had  recourse  to  prayer  and  supplica- 
tion to  God,  and  besought  him  to  deliver  him  out  of  the 

•hands  of  Hazaet,  and  not  overlook  him,  and  give  him  up 
into  his  hands.  Accordingly,  God  accepted  of  his  repent- 
ance instead  of  virtue;  and,  being  desirous  rather  to  ad- 
monish those  that  might  repent,  and  not  to  determine  thai 
they  should  be  utterly  destroyed,  he  granted  him  deliver- 
ance from  war  and  dangers.  So  the  country  having  ob- 
taijied  peace,  returned  again  to  its  former  condition,  and 
flourished  as  before. 

(>.  Now  after  the  death  of  Jehoahaz,  his  son  Joash  took 
the  kingdom,  in  the  thirty-seventh  year  of  Jehoash,  the  king 

[of  the  tribe  of  Judah.  This  Joash  then  took  the  kingdom 
of  Israel  in  Samaria,  for  he  had  the  same  name  with  the 
kuig  of  Jerusalem,  and  he  retained  the  kingdom  sixteen 
years.     He  was  a  good  man  ^  and  in  his  disposition  was  not 

**  Thift  character  of  Joas1i»  the  son  of  Jehoahaz,  that  '*  be  was  a  good  maD*  and 
^  in  his  dUposiiioQ  not  at  all  like  to  his  father,"  s^ras  a  direct  contradiction  to  our 
ordtoary  copies,  which  say,  '2  Kiogi^,  xiii.  1 1,  that  "  he  did  evil  in  the  sight  of  ihc 
Lord ;  and  that  ho  departed  not  from  all  the  sins  of  Jeioboam.  the  soti  of  Xebat«  who 
made  Israd  to  sin:  he  walked  therein."  Which  copies  ar<;  here  the  ttue«l.  tt  U 
hardly  poj^siblc  to  dotormine.  Jf  Joscphus's  be  lrue»  thti  Joa^h  h  the  uogte  in- 
ttance  of  a  good  king  over  the  ten  tribes :  if  the  other  h^  true,  we  liave  not  om 
•uch  example.  The  accouivt  that  follows*  m  all  copies,  of  Elisha  the  prophei't 
concern  for  liiin«  itud  hi»  concern  for  Elislta.  greatly  favours  Jui^ephus'scopica.  aocl 
si)p|]0(c  this  kiog  to  have  beeu  theo  a  good  luiin,  and  no  idolater,  viith  whom  G<Ni^ 
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at  all  like  liis  father.  Now  at  this  time  it  was  that  when 
Elisha  the  prophet,  who  was  already  very  oldj  and  was  now 
fallen  into  a  disease,  the  kliirr  of  Israel  came  to  visit  him  ; 
and  when  he  found  him  very  near  death,  he  began  to  weep 
in  his  sight,  and  lament,  "  to  call  him  his  father,  and  his 
weapons,  because  it  was  by  his  means  that  he  never  made 
use  of  his  weapons  against  his  enemies,  but  that  he  over- 
came his  own  adversaries  by  his  prophecies,  without  fight- 
ing ;  and  that  he  was  now  departing  this  life,  and  leaving 
him  to  the  Syrians,  that  were  already  armed,  and  to  other 
enemies  of  his  that  were  under  their  power ;  so  he  said,  it 
was  not  safe  for  him  to  Hve  any  longer,  but  that  it  would  be 
well  for  him  to  hasten  to  his  end,  and  depart  out  of  this  life 
with  him."  As  the  king  was  thus  bemoaning  hhnself, 
Elisha  comforted  him,  and  bid  the  king  bend  a  bow  that 
was  brought  him;  and  when  the  king  had  fitted  the  bow 
for  shooting,  Elisha  took  hold  of  his  hands  and  hid  him 
shoot ;  and  when  he  had  shot  three  arrows,  and  then  left 
off,  Elisha  said,  **  If  thou  hadst  shot  more  arrows,  thou 
hadst  cut  the  kingdom  of  Syria  up  by  the  roots,  but  since 
thou  hast  been  satisfied  with  shooting  three  times  only, 
thou  shalt  fight  and  beat  the  Syrians  no  more  times  than 
three,  that  thou  mayest  recover  that  country  which  they  cut 
off  from  thy  kingdom  in  the  reign  of  thy  father/*  So  when 
the  king  had  heard  that,  he  departed;  and  a  little  white^ 
after  the  prophet  died.  He  w*as  a  man  celebrated  for 
righteousness,  and  in  eminent  favour  with  God.  He  also 
performed  wonderful  and  surprising  works  by  prophecy, 
and  such  as  were  gloriously  preserved  in  memory  by  the 
Hcbrew^s,  He  also  obtained  a  magnificent  funeral,  such  a 
one  indeed  as  it  w^as  fit  a  person  so  beloved  of  God  sliould 
have.  It  also  happened,  that  at  that  time  certain  robbera 
cast  a  man,  whom  they  liad  slain,  into  Elisha's  grave,  and 
upon  his  dead  body  coming  close  to  Elisha*s  body  it  re* 
vived  again.  And  thus  far  have  we  enlarged  about  the 
actions  of  Elisha  the  prophet,  both  such  as  he  did  while 
he  w^as  alive,  and  how  he  had  a  divine  power  after  hia 
death  also.  * 

7.  Now  upon  the  death  of  Hazael,  the  king  of  Syria,  that 
kingdom  came  to  Adad  his  son,  with  whom  Joash  king  of 
Israel  made  war;  and  when  he  had  beaten  him  in  three 

prophets  u&ed  oot  to  be  so  f&milmr.     Upon  the  whole,  since  it  appears*  even 
Josephus't  own  account,  tl^at  Amazmh,  the  |ck>(]  kin^  of  Judah,  while  he  was  2 

Jood  king,  wai  forbidden  lo  make  use  of  the  100,000  auxiliaries  he  had  hired  of  thi* 
oasb,  the  king  of  Israel,  as  if  he  and  they  were  theo  idolaters,  2  Chron.  m 
6*— 9»  it  is  most  likely  that  these  diflcrent  characters  of  Jotifib  suited  the  dtlTeren 
parts  of  his  reign,  and  that,  according  to  our  common  copies,  he  was  at  first  i 
wicked  kiogi  and  afterwards  was  reclaimed,  and  hecaine  a  good  one,  according  to^ 
JoscphuB. 
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battles,  he  took  from  him  all  that  countiy,  and  all  those 
cities  and  villages,  which  his  father  Hazaef  had  taken  from 
the  kingdom  of  Israel,  which  came  to  pass,  however,  accord- 
ing to  the  prophecy  of  Elisha.  But  when  Joash  happened 
to  die,  he  was  buried  in  Samaria,  and  the  government  de- 
volved on  his  son  Jeroboam. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

How  Amaziah  made  an  expedition  against  tfte  Edomiiet 
and  AmalekiteSy  and  conquered  them ;  but  when  he  qfier-^ 
wards  made  war  against  Joash^  he  was  beaten^  and  not 
long  after  was  slain;  and  Uzziah  succeeded  in  the  go» 
rernment. 

§  1.  Now  in  the  second  year  of  the  reign  of  Joash  over 
Israel,  Amaziah  reigned  over  the  tribe  of  Judah  in  Jerusa- 
lem. His  mother*s  name  was  Jehoaddan,  who  was  born  at 
Jerusalem.  He  was  exceeding  careful  of  doing  what  was 
right,  and  this  when  he  was  very  young ;  but  when  he  came 
to  the  management  of  affairs,  and  to  the  government,  he 
resolved  that  he  ought  first  of  all  to  avenge  his  father 
Jehoash,  and  to  punish  those  his  A*iends  that  had  laid 
violent  hands  upon  him ;  so  he  seized  upon  them  all,  and 
put  them  to  death,  yet  did  he  execute  no  severity  on  their 
children,  but  acted  therein  according  to  the  laws  of  Moses, 
who  did  not  think  it  just  to  punish  children  for  the  sins  of 
their  fathers. '  After  this  he  chose  him  an  army  out  of  the 
tribe  of  Judah  and  Benjamin,  of  such  as  were  in  the  flower 
of  their  age,  and  about  twenty  years  old  ;  and  when  he  had 
collected  about  three  hundred  thousand  of  them  together, 
he  set  captains  of  hundreds  over  them.  He  also  sent  to  the 
king  of  Israel,  and  hired  a  hundred  thousand  of  his  soldiers 
for  a  hundred  talents  of  silver,  for  he  had  resolved  to  make 
an  expedition  against  the  nations  of  the  Amalekites,  and 
Edomites,  and  Gebalites :  but  as  he  was  preparing  for  his 
expedition,  and  ready  to  go  out  to  the  war,  a  prophet  gave 
him  counsel  to  dismiss  the  army  of  the  Israelites,  because 
they  were  bad  men,  and  because  God  foretold  that  he 
should  be  beaten,  if  he  made  use  of  them  as  auxiliaries,  but 
that  he  should  overcome  his  enemies,  though  he  had  but  a 
few  soldiers,  when  it  so  pleased  God.  And  when  the  king 
grudged  at  his  having  already  paid  the  hire  of  the  Israelites, 
the  prophet  exhorted  him  to  do  what  God  would  have  him, 
because  he  should  thereby  obtain  much  wealth  from  God, 
So  he  dismissed  them,  and  said,  that  he  still  freely  gave 
them  their  pay,  and  went  himself  with  his  own  army,  and 


made  war  vrith  the  nations  before-mentioned  ;  and  when  he 
had  beaten  them  in  battle,  he  slew  of  them  ten  thousand, 
and  took  as  many  prisoners  alive,  whom  he  brought  to  the 
great  rock  which  is  in  Arabia,  and  threw  them  down  from  it 
headlong.  He  also  brought  away  a  great  deal  of  prey>  and 
vast  riches,  from  those  nations.  But  while  Amaziah  was  , 
engaged  in  this  expedition,  those  Israelites  whom  he  had 
lured,  and  then  dismissed,  were  very  uneasy  at  it,  and  taking 
their  dismission  for  an  affront,  as  supposing  that  this  would 
not  have  been  done  to  them  but  out  of  contempt,  they  fell 
upon  his  kingdom,  and  proceeded  to  spoil  the  country  as  ^ 
far  as  Beth-horon,  and  took  much  cattle^  and  slew  three 
thousand  men. 

2.  Now  upon  the  victory  which  Amaziah  had  gotten,  and 
the  great  acts  he  had  done,  he  was  puffed  up,  and  began  to 
overlook  God,  who  had  given  him  the  victory,  and  pro- 
ceeded  to  worsliip  the  gods  he  had  brought  out  of  the 
country  of  the  Amalekites.     So  a  prophet  came  to  him,  and 
said,  that  **  lie  wondered  how  he  could  esteem  these  to  be 
gods,  who  had  been  of  no  advantage  to  their  own  people 
who  paid  them  honours,  nor  had  delivered  tliem  from  his 
hands,  but  had  overlooked  the  destruction  of  many  of  them, 
and  had  suffered  themselves  to  be  carried  captive,  for  that 
they  had  been  carried  to  Jerusalem  in  the  same  manner  as 
any  one  might  have  taken  some  of  the  enemy  ahve,  and  led- 
them  thither/'     This  reproof  provoked  the  king  to  anger, 
and  he  commanded    the  prophet  to  hold   his  peace,  and 
threatened  to  punish  him  if  he  meddled  with  his  conduct. 
So  he  replied,  **  that  he  should  indeed  hold  his  peace;  but 
foretold  withal,  that  God  would  not  overlook  his  attempts- 
for   innovation/*     But   Amaziah    was   not   able   to  contains 
himself  under  that  prosperity  which  God   had  given  him, 
although  lie  had  affronted  God  thereupon  ;  but  in  a  vein  of- 
insolence  he  wrote  to  Joash,  the  king  of  Israel,  and  **  com- 
manded that  he  and  all  his  people  should  be  obedient  ta 
him,  as  they  had  formerly  been  obedient  to  his  progenitors, 
David  and  Solomon ;  and  he  let  him  know,  that  if  he  would 
not  be  so  wise  as  to  do  what  he  commanded  him,  he  must 
fight  for  his  dominion/'     To  which  message  Joash  returned 
this  answer  in   writing :    **  King  Joash  to  king   Amaziah- 
There  was  a  vastly  tall  cypress-tree  in  mount  Lebanon,  as 
also  a  tliislle:  this  thistle  sent  to  the  cypress-tree  to  give 
the  cypress- tree's  daughter  in  marriage  to  the  thistle's  son  ; 
but  as  the  thistle  was  saying  this,  there  came  a  wild  beast,  a 
and  trode  down  the  thistle:  and   this  may  be  a  lesson  to^ 
thee,  not  to  be  so  ambitious,  and  to  have  a  care*  lest  upon 
thy  good  success  in  the  fight  against  the  Amalekites,  thou 
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growest  so  proud,  as  to  bring  dangers  upon  thyself,  and 
upon  thy  kingdom/* 

3.  When  Amaziah  had  read  this  letter,  he  was  more 
eager  upon  this  expedition,  which,  I  suppose,  was  by  the 
impulse  of  God,  that  he  might  be  punished  for  his  offence 
against  him.     But  as  soon  as  he  led  out  his  army  against 
Joash,  and  they  were  going  to  join  battle  with  him,  there 
came  such  a  fear  and  consternation  upon  the  army  of  Ama- 
ziah, as  God,  when  he  is  displeased,  sends  upon  men,  and 
discomfited  them,  even  before  they  came  to  a  close  fight. 
Now  it  happened,  that  as  they  were  scattered  about  by  the 
terror  that  was  upon  them,  Amaziah  was  left  alone,  and  was 
taken  prisoner  by  the  enemy :  whereupon  Joash  threatened 
to  kill  him,  unless  he  would  persuade  the  people  of  Jerusa- 
lem to  open  their  gates  to  him,  and  receive  him  and  his 
army  into   the  city.     Accordingly,  Amaziah   was   so   dis- 
tressed, and  in  such  fear  of  his  life,  that  he  made  his  enemy 
to  be  received  into  the  city.     So  Joash  overthrew  a  part  <rf 
the  wall,  of  the  length  of  four  hundred  cubits,  and  drove 
his  chariot   through   the  breach  into  Jerusalem,  and  led 
Amaziah  captive    along  with  him:    by  which  means  he 
became  master  of  Jerusalem,  and  took  away  the  treasures  of 
God,  and  carried  off*  all  the  gold  and  silver  that  was  in  the 
king*s  palace,  and  then  freed  the  king  from  captivity,  and 
returned  to  Samaria.     Now  these  things  happened  to  the 
people  of  Jerusalem  in  the  fourteenth  vear  of  the  reign  of 
Amaziah,  who  after  this  had  a  conspuracy  made  against 
him  by  his  friends,  and  fled  to  the  city  Lachish,  and  was 
there  slain  by  the  conspirators,  who  sent  men  thither  to 
kill  him.     So  they  took  up  his  dead  body,  and  carried  it  to 
Jerusalem,  and  made  a  royal  funeral  for  him.     This  was 
the  end  of  the  life  of  Amaziah,  because  of  his  innovations 
in  religion,  and  his  contempt  of  God,  when  he  had  lived 
fifty-four  years,   and   had   reigned   twenty-nine.     He  was 
succeeded  by  his  son,  whose  name  was  Uzziah. 


CHAP.  X.]    ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS. 


CHAPTER  X. 


5i5 


4 


Concerning  Jeroboam,  king  of  Israel,  and  Jonah  the  pro- 
phet;  and  hou\  after  the  death  of  Jeroboam ^  his  son 
Zachariah  took  the  government.  How  Uzziah,  king  of 
Jerusalem,  subdued  the  nations  that  were  round  about 
Aim;  and  what  befell  him  when  he  attempted  to  offer 
incense  to  God. 

§  1.  In  the  fifteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Amnziah,  Jero- 
boam the  son  of  Joash  reigned  over  Israel,  in  Samaria, 
forty  years.  This  king  was  guilty  of  contumely  against 
God%  and  became  very  wicked  in  worshipping  of  idols,  and 
in  many  undertakings  that  were  absurd  and  foreign.  He 
was  also  the  cause  of  ten  tliousand  misfortunes  to  the 
people  of  Israel,  Now  one  Jonah,  a  prophet,  foretold  to 
him,  that  he  should  make  war  with  the  Syrians,  and  con- 
quer their  array,  and  enlarge  the  bounds  of  his  kingdom  on 
the  northern  parts,  to  the  city  Hamath,  and  on  the  southern, 
to  the  lake  Asphaltitis,  for  the  bounds  of  the  Canaanites 
originally  were  these,  as  Joshua  their  general  had  deter- 
mined them.     So  Jeroboam  made  an  expedition  against  the 

;  Syrians,   and  overran    all    their    country,   as    Jonah    had 

I  foretold* 

2,  Now  I  cannot  but  think  it  necessary  for  me,  who  have 
promised  to  give  an  accurate  account  of  our  affairs,  to  de- 
scribe the  actions  of  this  prophet,  so  far  as  I  have  found 
them  written  down  in  the  Hebrew  books.  Jonah  had  been 
commanded  by  God  to  go  to  the  kingdom  of  Nineveh ;  and 
when  he  was  there,  to  publish  it  in  that  city,  how  it  should 
lose  the  dominion  it  had  over  the  nations*  But  he  went 
not,  out  of  fear ;  nay,  he  ran  away  from  God  to  the  city  of 
Joppa,  and  finding  a  ship  there,  he  went  into  it,  and  sailed 
to  Tarsus,  to  Cilicia*;  and  upon  the  rise  of  a  moat  terrible 


•  Whtt  I  have  above  noted  concerning  Jehoas)>,  seems  to  me  to  have  been  irtie 
I  %lio  concerniDg  his  son  Jeroboiirn  IL,  vit.  thait  although  he  began  wickedly,  n> 
I  Joiephui  agrees  with  our  other  copies,  aod,  as  he  addij  *'  was  the  cause  of  a  vh»t 
I  jittmber  of  misforiunea  to  the  Israelites'*  in  those  his  first  years  (the  particulars  of 
[which  arc  unhappily  wanting  both  m  Josephus  and  in  all  our  copies),  so  does  it 
r  Mem  to  me  that  he  was  afterwards  reclaimM,  and  became  a  gocrtl  king,  and  so  was 
[€licourag«d  by  the  prophet  Jonali,  aod  had  great  aucceasea  afterward,  when  "  God 
^liidsaved  the  Israelites  by  the  hand  of  Jeroboam,  the  aon  of  Joash/' 2  Kings, 

,  lir,  27 »  which  encouragement  by  Jonah*  and  great  successes,  arc  equally  obaenr- 
tblc  in  Josephus,  and  in  the  other  copies. 

*  When  Jonah  is  said  in  our  Bibles  to  have  gone  to  Tajshish,  Jonah,  i.  3.  Jo- 
^  vephuB  understood  it  that  he  went  lo  Tarsus  in  Ctlicia,  or  to  the  Meditermnean 

Sea,  upon  which  Tarsus  lay;  so  that  he  does  not  appear  to  have  read  the  text, 
t  Kings,  xxii.  4B,  as  our  copies  do,  that  ships  of  Tarsbish  could  lie  at  Etion- 
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stonn,  which  was  so  great  that  the  ship  was  in  danger  ofd 
sinking,  the  mariners,  the   master,   and  the  pilot  himseifl 
made  prayers  and  vows,  in  case  they  escaped  the  sea,  butF 
Jonah  lay  still  and  covered  [in  the  ship],  without  imitating  I 
any  thing  that  the  others  did:    but   as  the   waves   grew] 
greater,  and  the  sea  became  more  violent  by  the  winds,  they 
suspected,  as  is  usual  in  such  cases,  that  some  one  of  the 
persons  that  sailed  with  them  was  the  occasion  of  this  storm^J 
and  agreed  to  discover  by  lot  which  of  them  it  was.     When] 
they  had  cast  lots'",  the  lot  fell  upon  the  prophet;  and  when  ] 
they   asked   him,   **  whence  he   came  ?    and  what  he  had 
done  ?'*  he  replied,  **  that  he  was  an  Hebrew  by  nation,  and 
a  prophet  of  Almighty  Godj"  and  he  persuaded  them  to 
cast  him  into  the  sea,  if  they  would  escape  the  danger  they  i 
were  in,  for  that  he  was  the  occasion  of  the  storm  which  waaj 
upon  them.     Now  at  the  first  they  durst  not  do    so,  as| 
esteeming  it  a  wicked  thing  to  cast  a  man,  who  was  a  stranger,  j 
and  who  had  committed  his  life  to  them,  into  such  manifest  j 
perdition ;  but  at  last,  when  their  misfortune  overbore  them,  1 
and  the  ship  was  just  going  to  be  drowned,  and  when  they 
were  animated  to  do  it  by  the  prophet  hunself,  and  by  thie 
fear  concerning  their  own  safety,  they  cast  him  into  the  sea; 
upon  which  the  sea  became  calm,     ft  is  also  related  that 
Jonah  was  swallowed  down  by  a  whale,  and  that  when  he 
had  been  there  three  days,  and  as  many  nights,  he  was 
vomited  out  on  the  Euxine  sea,  and  this  alive,  and  without 
any  hurt  upon  his  body  ;  and  there,  on  his  prayer  to  God, 
he   obtained   pardon   for  his    sins,   and    went   to  the   dtf  1 
Nineveh,  where  he  stood  so  as  to  be  heard  ;  and  preached, 
that  '*  in  a  very  little  time  they  should  lose  the  dominion  of 
Asia."     And  when  he  had   published   this,   he    returned. 
Now,  I  have  given  this  account  about  him,  as  I  found  it 
written  [in  our  books]. 

3.  Wlien  Jeroboam  the  king  had  passed  his  life  in  great  i 
happiness,  and  had  ruled  forty  years,  he  died,  and 


Geber«  upon  the  Tied  Sea.  But  as  to  Josephus's  atsertton,  ihat  Jonah's  &h  <rai 
carried  by  tbe  strength  of  the  curreoU  upon  a  stomi,  as  ftr  as  the  Euxine  Sea,  it 
U  no  way  impossible :  and  since  tbe  storm  might  have  driven  the  ship,  while 
Jonah  was  in  }t»  near  to  that  Euxine  sea.  and  since  in  three  more  days.  vi^iW  be 
was  in  the  fibh's  bellj,  that  current  roi^ht  brin^  him  to  the  Assyrian  coast*  ami 
since  withal  that  coast  could  bring  him  nearer  to  S  ineveh  than  coutd  any  coest  of 
the  Mediterranean,  it  is  by  no  means  an  improbable  determination  in  Josephut, 

■■  This  ancient  piece  of  religion,  of  supposing  there  wfts  great  ein  where  tbeit 
was  great  misery,  and  of  casting  tots  to  discover  great  sinners,  not  only  amonr  the 
Israelites,  but  among  these  heathen  mariners,  aectns  a  remarkable  remaio  of  the 
eocient  tradition  which  prevailed  of  old  over  all  mankind,  that  providence  itaed  to 
interpoee  viitibl^  in  all  human  affairs,  aud  never  to  bring,  or  at  least  not  long  I0 
continue,  notorious  judgments,  but  for  notorious  sins,  which  the  moii  ancieiiC  book 
of  Job  shows  to  have  been  the  state  of  mankind  for  about  the  former  tfarte  ihotgitftAd 
years  of  the  world,  till  the  days  of  Job  and  ^}os«s. 
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rburied  in  Samaria,  and  his  son  Zachariah  took  the  kingdom. 
^AfCer  the  same  manner  did  Uzziali,  the  son  of  Amaziali,  be- 
jin  to  reign  over  the  two  tribes  in  Jerusalem,  in  the  fbiir- 
Lteenth  year  of  the  reign  of  Jeroboam.     He  was  born  of 
Wecoliahj  his  mother,  who  was  a  citizen  of  Jerusalem.     He 
Iwas  a  good  man,  and  by  nature  righteous  and  magnanimous, 
|And  very  laborious  in  taking  care  of  the  affairs  of  his  king- 
lom.     He  made  an  expedition  also  against  the  Philistines^ 
[find  overcame  them  in  battle,  and  took  the  cities  of  Gath  and 
Tabneh,  and  brake  down  their  walls:  after  which  expedition, 
tie  assaulted  those  Arabs  that  adjoined  to  Egypt*     He  also 
built  a  city  upon  the  Red  Sea,  and  put  a  garrison  into  it. 
[He  after  this  overthrew  the  Ammonites,  and  appointed  that 
[they  should  pay  tribute.    He  also  overcame  all  the  countries 
1^8  far  as  to  the  bounds  of  Egypt,  and  then  began  to  take  care 
rf  Jerusalem  itself  for  the  rest  of  his  life;  for  he  rebuilt  and 
[tepaired  all  those  parts  of  the  wall  which  had  either  fallen 
|down  by  length  of  time,  or  by  the  carelessness  of  the  kings 
"lis  predecessors,  as  well  as  all  that  part  which  had  been 
irown  down  by  the  king  of  Israel,  when  he  took  his  father 
lAmaziah  prisoner,  and   entered   with   him   into   the   city. 
fMoreover,  he  built  a  great  many  towers,  of  one  hundred  and 
iDfty  cubits  high,  and  built  walled  towns  in  desert  places,  and 
Iput  garrisons  into  them,  and  dug  many  channels  for  convey- 
l#nce  of  water.     He  had  also  many  beasts  for  labour,  and  an 
nmense  number  of  cattle  ;  for  his  country  was  fit  for  pas- 
llurage.     He  was  also  given  to  husbandry,  and  took  care  to 
l^ultivate  the  ground,  and  planted  it  with  all  sorts  of  plants, 
imnd  sowed  it  with  all  sorts  of  seeds.    He  had  also  about  him 
Iftn  army  composed  of  chosen  men,  in  number  three  hundred 
nd   seventy   thousand,   who   were   governed    by   general 
lofficers  and  captains  of  thousands,  who  were  men  of  valour, 
[And  of  unconquerable  strength,  in  number  two  thousand. 
le  also  divided  his  whole  army  into  bands,  and  armed  them, 
^giving  every  one  a  sword,  with  brazen  bucklers  and  breast- 
plates, with  bows  and  slings ;  and  besides  these,  he  made 
[>r  them  many  engines  of  war,  for  besieging  of  cities,  such 
cast  atones  and  darts,  with  grapplers,  and  other  instru- 
oents  of  that  sort. 

4.  While  Uzziah  was  in  this  state,  and  making  prepara- 
tions [for  futurity],  he  was  corrupted  in  his  mind  by  pride, 
id  became  insolent,  and  this  on  account  of  that  abundance 
rhich  he  had  of  things  that  will  soon  perish,  and  despised 
"lat  power  which  is  of  eternal  duration  (which  consisted  in 
piety  towards  God,  and  in  the  observation  of  his  laws),  so 
le  fell  by  occasion  of  the  good  success  of  his  affairs,  and  was 
^carried  headlong  into  those  sins  of  his  father's  which  the 
splendour  of  that  prosperity  he  enjoyed,  and  the  glorious 
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actions  he  had  done,  led  him  into,  while  he  was  not  able  to 
govern  himself  well  about  them*  Accordingly,  when  a  re- 
markable day  was  come,  and  a  general  festival  was  to  be 
celebrated,  he  put  on  the  holy  garment,  and  went  into  the 
temple  to  offer  incense  to  God  upon  the  golden  altar,  which 
he  was  prohibited  to  do  by  Azariah  the  hi^h»priest,  who  had 
fourscore  priests  with  him,  and  who  told  him  that  it  was  not 
lawful  for  him  to  offer  sacrifice,  and  that  **  none  besides  the 
posterity  of  Aaron  were  permitted  so  to  do.**  And  when 
they  cried  out,  that  he  must  go  out  of  the  temple,  and  not 
transgress  against  God,  he  was  wroth  at  them,  and  threatened 
to  kill  them,  unless  tliey  would  hold  their  peace.  In  the 
mean  time  a  great  earthquake  shook  the  ground  *,  and  a 
rent  was  made  in  the  temple,  and  the  bright  rays  of  the 
sun  shone  through  it,  and  fell  upon  the  king  s  face,  insomuch 
that  the  leprosy  seized  upon  him  immediately.  And  before 
the  city,  at  a  place  called  Eroge,  half  the  mountain  broke  off 
from  the  rest  on  the  west,  and  rolled  itself  four  furlongs, 
and  stood  still  at  the  east  mountain,  till  the  roads,  as  well  as 
the  king*s  gardens,  were  spoiled  by  the  obstruction.  Now, 
as  soon  as  the  priests  saw  that  the  king*8  face  was  infected 
with  the  leprosy,  they  told  him  of  the  calamity  he  was  under^ 
and  commanded  that  he  should  go  out  of  the  city  as  a  pol- 
luted person.  Hereupon  he  was  so  confounded  at  the  sad 
distemper,  and  sensil^le  that  he  was  not  at  Uberty  to  contra- 
dict, that  he  did  as  he  was  commanded,  and  underwent  ibis 
miserable  and  terrible  punishment  for  an  intention  beyond 
what  befitted  a  man  to  have,  and  for  that  impiety  against 
God  which  was  implied  therein.  So  he  abode  out  of  the 
city  for  some  time,  and  lived  a  private  life,  while  his  son 
Jotliam  took  the  government:  after  which  he  died  with  grief 
and  anxiety  at  what  had  happened  to  him,  when  he  had  lived 
sixty-eight  years,  and  reigned  of  them  fifty-two;  and  was 
buried  by  himself  in  his  own  gardens. 


1 


»  This  account  of  an  eajtbquake  at  Jerusaleai  at  tlio  wry  s«iii«  liroe  ^ 
Uzziali  u&urpeil  the  priest*&  c»lBc«;,aaci  went  Into  the  sanctuary  to  burn  incefi^pnkd 
of  the  con^quences  of  thnt  earthquake,  is  fititirel^  wanting  in  our  other  comes, 
Ihoug!!  it  be  exceeding  like  to  a  prophecy  of  Jcrcfrnah's  now  in  Zech.  xiv.  4,  5*  ia 
which  prophecy  loenlion  is  made  of  "  Seeing  from  that  eartltquak*^,  aa  they  Aid 
from  this  earthquake  in  the  days  of  Dniah  king  of  Judlah;"  sotnat  there  leetoa  t0 
have  beef)  some  cunsidcrable  resemblance  between  these  historical  and  prapHeticil 
earthqiiakea. 
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CHAPTER  XI. 

How  Zachariah,  Shallum^  Menahent,  Peknhiahy  and  Pekaht 
took  ihe  government  over  the  IsraeUtes;  and  how  Put  and 
TiglMh'Pileser  made  an  expedition  agait^t  the  Israelites* 
How  Jotham,  the  son  of  Uz^iah,  retgned  over  the  tribe  of 
Judah  f  and  what  things  Nahum  prophesied  against  the 
Assyrians. 

§  1.  Now  when  Zacliariah,  the  son  of  Jeroboam,  had 
reigned  six  months  over  Israel,  he  was  slain  by  the  treachery 
of  a  certain  irienJ  of  his,  whose  name  was  Shallnm,  the  son 
of  Jabesh,  who  took  the  kingdom  afterward,  but  kept  it  no 
longer  than  thirty  days ;  for  Menahem,  the  general  of  his 
army,  who  w^as  at  that  time  in  the  city  Tirzah,  and  heard  of 
w4iat  had  befallen  Zachariah^  removed  thereupon  with  all 
his  forces  to  Samaria,  and  joining  battle  with  Shallum,  slew 
him ;  and  when  he  had  made  himself  king,  he  went  thence, 
ftnd  came  to  the  city  Tiphsah,  but  the  citizens  that  were  in 
it  shut  their  gates,  and  barred  them  against  the  king,  and 
would  not  admit  him;  but  in  order  to  be  avenged  on  them, 
he  burnt  the  country  round  about  it,  and  took  the  city  by 
force,  upon  a  siege ;  and  being  very  much  displeased  at 
what  the  inhabitants  of  Tiphsah  had  done,  he  slew  them  all, 
and  spared  not  so  much  as  the  infants  ,without  omitting  the 
utmost  instances  of  cruelty  and  barbarity  ;  for  he  used  such 
severity  upon  his  own  countrymen,  as  would  not  be  pardon- 
able with  regard  to  strangers  who  had  been  conquered  by 
him.  And  after  this  manner  it  was  tliat  this  ftlenahem  con- 
tinued to  reign  with  cruelty  and  barbarity  for  ten  years :  but 
when  Pul,  king  of  Assyria,  had  made  an  expedition  against 
him,  lie  did  not  meet  to  fight  or  engage  in  battle  with  the 
Assyrians,  but  he  persuaded  Iiim  to  accept  of  a  thousand 
talents  of  silver,  and  to  go  away,  and  so  put  an  end  to  the 
war.  This  sum  the  multitude  collected  for  Menahem,  by 
exacting  fifty  drachmae  as  poll-money  for  ever  head^';  after 
which  he  died,  and  was  buried  in  bamaria,  and  left  his  son 


f  Dr.  W&lli  in  his  criticnt  noles  dq  2  Kmg««  xv.  20,  oNerves, "  that  when  ihti 
MeDatiOD  \^  liaid  to  have  exactcrd  llie  roooey  of  Israel  of  all  the  inij^hty  meo  of 
wealthy  of  each  man  Afly  sheltds  of  silver,  to  give  Pul,  the  king  of  A&^yria^  a 
thoUBand  taleotB,  this  is  the  first  public  mooey  rai&ed  hy  any  [IsraeliieJ  king  by  a 
tax  ou  the  people  :  tliat  they  u&ed  belore  to  raise  it  out  of  the  treasures  of  the  hottsa 
of  the  Lord ,  or  of  their  own  hou*e ;  that  it  wa»  a  poll-money  on  tlie  rich  men  [and 
tbem  only]  to  raise  3S3.0O0J.  or,  as  otheri  count  a  Ulent»  4O0|0O0J.  at  the  rate  of 
QL  or  11,  per  head  ;  and  that  God  commanded  by  Ezekiel,  chap,  xlv,  8.  and  xlvi. 
18  ;  that  tio  such  thing  should  be  done  [at  the  Jcwk'  restoration],  but  the  king 
Eiboutd  have  land  of  his  own/' 


ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS,     [book  ix. 

Pekahiah  his  successor  in  the  kingdom,  who  followed  the 
barbarity  of  his  father,  and  so  ruled  bat  two  years  only, 
after  which  he  was  slain  with  his  friends  at  a  feast,  by  the 
treachery  of  one  Pekah,  the  general  of  his  horse,  and  the 

{on  of  Remaliah,  who  laid  snares  for  him.  Now  this  Pekah 
leld  the  government  twenty  years,  and  proved  a  wicked 
1  mani  and  a  transgressor.  But  the  king  of  Assyriai  whose 
I^Hame  was  Tiglath-Pileser,  when  he  had  made  an  expedition 
against  the  Israelites,  and  bad  overrun  all  the  land  of 
Gilead,  and  the  region  beyond  Jordan,  and  the  adjoining 
country,  which  is  called  Galilee,  and  Kadesh  and  Hazor,  he 
wade  the  inhabitants  prisoners,  and  transplanted  them  into 
his  own  kingdom.  And  so  much  shall  sufiSce  to  have  related 
here  concerning  the  king  of  Assyria. 

2.  Now  Jotham  the  son  of  Uzziah  reigned  over  the  tribe 
of  Judah  in  Jerusalem^  being  a  citizen  thereof  by  his  mother, 
whose  name  was  Jerusha.  The  king  was  not  defective  in 
any  virtue,  but  was  religious  towards  God,  and  righteous 
towards  men,  and  careful  of  the  good  of  the  city,  (for  what 
part  soever  wanted  to  be  repaired  or  adorned,  he  magnifi- 

I  cently  repaired  and  adorned  them).  He  also  took  care  of 
the  foundations  of  the  cloisters  in  the  temple,  and  repaired 
the  walls  that  were  fallen  down,  and  built  very  great  towers, 
and  such  as  were  almost  impregnable;  and  if  any  thing  else 
in  his  kingdom  had  been  neglected,  he  took  great  care  of  it 
He  also  made  an  expedition  against  the  Ammonites,  and 

I  overcame  them  in  battle,  and  ordered  them  to  pay  tribute,  a 

i  hundred  talents,  and  ten  thousand  cori  of  wheat,  and  as 
many  of  barley,  every  year,  and  so  augmented  his  kingdom, 
that  his  enemies  could  not  despise  it,  and  his  own  people 

I  lived  happily, 

3.  Now  there  was  at  that  time  a  prophet,  whose  name  was 
I  Nahum,  who  spake  after  this  manner  concerning  the  over- 
^ throw  of  the  Assyrians,  and  of  Nineveh:  "Nineveh  shall 

be  a  pool  of  water  in  motion*;  so  shall  all  her  people  be 
^  troubled,  and  tossed,  and  go  away  by  flighty  while  they  say 
I  one  to  another.  Stand,  stand  still,  seize  their  gold  and  silver, 
'for  there  shall  be  no  one  to  wish  them  well,  for  they  will 

rather  save  their  lives  than  their  money ;  for  a  terrible  con- 
[tention  shall  possess  them  one  with  another,  and  lamentation, 
^and  loosing  of  the  members,  and  their  countenances  shall 

This  passage  ia  taken  out  of  the  prophet  Nahum,  cht  ii*  8 — 13,  and  b  lb« 
[  principal,  or  rather  the  only  one,  that  ta  given  ns  almost  verhattm,  but  i  tittlt 
I  ibridged,  in  all  Jo»ephus*B  known  writings :  hy  which  quotarian  vrr  Ict^m  Ttlmt  be 
[kirafrclf  always  asserts,  tts.  that  be  made  use  of  the  Hcbr*:  ibe 

F  CJreek  %enion]  j  as  aUowe  learn,  that  hii  Hebrew  ropy  :»iii 

Our»,  See  aU  three  teats  particularly  »et  down»  and  comparea  logeiner  \n  ine  Lssrf 

on  the  Old  Teat,  pag«  187, 


^ 
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be  perfectly  black  witb  fear.  And  there  will  be  the  den  of 
the  hons  and  the  mother  of  the  young  lions!  God  says  to 
thee,  Nineveh,  that  they  shall  deface  thee,  and  the  Hon  shall 
no  longer  go  out  from  thee  to  give  laws  to  the  world/' 
And  indeed  this  prophet  prophesied  many  other  things 
besides  these  concerning  Nineveh,  which  I  do  not  think 
necessary  to  repeat,  and  I  here  omit  them,  that  I  may  not 
appear  troublesome  to  my  readers ;  all  which  things  happened 
about  Nineveh  a  hundred  and  fifteen  years  afterward  j  so 
this  may  suffice  to  have  spoken  of  these  matters. 


CHAPTER  XII. 

HoWt  upon  (he  death  of  Jotham,  Ahaz  reigned  in  his  stead: 
against  whom  Hezin^  king  of  Syria^  and  Pekah,  king  of 
Israel,  made  war  ;  and  how  Tigiath-Pil^ser,  king  of  As- 
syria, came  to  the  assistance  of  Ahaz^  and  laid  Syria 
waste,  and  removing  the  Damascens  into  Media,  placed 
other  nations  in  thetr  room* 

§  1.  Now  Jotham  died  when  he  had  lived  forty-one  years, 
and  of  them  reigned  sixteen^  and  was  buried  in  the  sepulchres 
of  the  kings ;  and  the  kingdom  came  to  his  son  Ahaz,  who 
proved  most  impious  towards  God,  and  a  transgressor  of 
the  laws  of  his  country.  He  imitated  tlie  kings  of  Israel, 
and  reared  altars  in  Jerusalem,  and  offered  sacrifices  upon 
them  to  idols  ;  to  which  also  lie  offered  his  own  son  as  a 
burnt-offering,  according  to  the  practices  of  the  Canaanites, 

I  His  other  actions  were  also  of  the  same  sort.  Now  as  he 
was  going  on  in  this  mad  course,  Rezin,  the  king  of  Syria 
and  Damascus,  and  Pekah,  the  king  of  Israel,  who  were 
now  at  amity  one  with  another,  made  war  with  him;  and 
when  they  had  driven  him  into  Jerusalem,  they  besieged 
that  city  a  long  while,  making  but  a  small  progress,  on  account 
of  the  strength  of  its  walls;  and  when  the  king  of  Syria  had 
taken  the  city  Elath,  upon  the  Red  Sea,  and  had  slain  the 
inhahitants,  he  peopled  it  with  Syrians ;  and  when  he  had 
slain  those  in  the  [other]  garrisons,  and  the  Jews  in  their 
neighbourhood,  and  had  driven  away  much  prey,  he  returned 
with  his  army  hack  to  Damascus,  Now  when  the  kuig  of 
Jerusalem  knew  that  the  Syrians  were  returned  home,  he, 
supposing  himself  a  match  for  the  king  of  Israel,  drew  out 
his  army  against  him,  and  joining  battle  with  him  was  beaten; 
and  this  happened  because  God  was  angry  with  him,  on 
account  of  hif^  many  and  great  enormities.  Accordingly, 
there  were  shiin  by  the  Israelites  one  hundred  and  twenty 
thousand  of  his  men  that  day,  whose  general,  Amaziah  by 
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namey  slew  Zachariah  the  king's  son  in  his  confiict  willi 
Ahaz,  as  well  as  the  governor  of  the  kingdom,  whase  name 
I  Was  Azricam.  He  also  carried  Elkanab,  the  general  of  ibe 
[troops  of  the  tribe  of  Judab,  into  captivity*  They  also 
[carried  the  women  and  children  of  the  tribe  of  Benjamin 
leaptives;  and  when  they  bad  gotten  a  great  deal  of  prej^ 
[tiiey  returned  to  Samaria, 

2.  Now  there  m  as  one  Obed,  who  was  a  prophet  at  that 
ime  in  Samaria ;  he  met  the  army  before  the  city-walls  and 
rith  a  loud  voice  told  them,  that  **  they  had  gotten  the 
rictory  not  by  their  own  strength,  but  by  reason  of  the 

P^tger  God  had  against  king  Ahaz.     And  be  complained, 

that  they  were  not  satisfied  with  the  good  success  they  had 

had  against  him,  but  were  so  bold  as  to  make  captives  out 

of  their  kinsmen  the  tribes  of  Judah  and  Benjamin*     He 

also  gave  them  counsel  to  let  them  go  home  without  doing 

them  any  harm,  for  that  if  they  did  not  obey  God  herein, 

they  should  be  punished."     So  the  people  of  Israel  came 

together  to  their  assembly,  and  considered  of  these  matters, 

when  a  man  whose  name  was  Berechiah,  and  who  was  one 

of  chief  reputation  in  the  government,  stood  up,  and  three 

bothers  with  him,  and  said,  '*  We  will  not  suffer  the  citizens 

rio  bring  these  prisoners  into  the  city,  lest  we  be  all  destroyed 

[by  God :  we  have  sins  enough  of  our  own  that  we  have 

(sommitted   against  him,  as    the   prophets   assure  us;   nor 

ought  we  therefore  to  introduce  the  practice  of  new  crimes*" 

|\\  hen  the  soldiers  heard  that,  they  permitted  them  to  do 

|what  they  thought  best.     So  the  forenamed  men  took  the 

[captives  and  let  them  go,  and  took  good  care  of  them,  aod 

I  gave  them  provisions,  and  sent  them  to  their  own  country, 

I  without  doing  them  any  harm.     However,  these  four  went 

[along  with  tliem,  and  conducted  them  as  far  as  Jerichoti 

rhich  is  not  far  from  Jerusalem,  and  returned  to  Samaria. 

3.  Hereupon  king  Ahaz,  having  been  so  thoroughly  beaten 
Iby  the  Israelites,  sent  to  Tiglath-Pileser,  king  of  the  As* 

Syrians,  and  sued  for  assistance  from  him  in  his  war  against 
le  Israelites,  and  Syrians,  and  Damascens,  with  a  promise 
Ito  send  him  much  money  :  he  sent  him  also  great  presents 
at  the  same  time.     Now  this  king  upon  the  reception  of 
those  ambassadors,  came  to  assist  Ahaz,  and  made  war  upon 
the  Syrians,  and  laid  their  country  waste,  and  took  Damas- 
cus by  force,  and  slew  Uezin  their  king,  and  transplanted 
the  people  of  Damascus  into  the  upper  Media,  and  brought 
a  colony  of  Assyrians,  and  planted  them  in  Damascus.     He 
[also  afflicted  the  land  of  Israel,  and  took  many  captives  out 
I  of  it.    While  he  was  doing  thus  with  the  Syrians,  king  Ahas 
^took  all  the  gold  that  was  in  the  king's  treasures,  and  the 
silver,  and  what  was  in  the  temple  of  God,  and  what  precious 
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gifts  were  there,  and  lie  carried  them  with  him,  and  came 
to  Damascus,  and  gave  it  to  the  king  of  Assyria,  according 
to  his  agreement.  So  he  confessed  that  he  owed  him  thanks 
for  all  he  had  done  for  him,  and  returned  to  Jerusalem. 
Now  this  king  was  so  sottish  and  thoughtless  of  what  was 
for  his  own  good,  that  he  would  not  leave  off  worshipping 
the  Syrian  gods  when  he  was  beaten  by  them,  but  he  went 
on  hi  worshipping  them,  as  though  they  would  procure  him 
the  victory:  and  when  he  was  beaten  again  he  began  to 
honour  the  gods  of  the  Assyrians  ;  and  he  seemed  more 
desirous  to  honour  any  other  gods  than  his  own  paternal 
and  true  God,  whose  anger  was  the  cause  of  his  defeat:  nay, 
he  proceeded  to  such  a  degree  of  despite  and  contempt  [of 
God  s  worship],  that  he  shut  up  the  temple  entirely,  and 
forbade  them  to  bring  in  their  appointed  sacrifices,  and  took 
away  tlie  gifts  that  had  been  given  to  it.  And  when  he  had 
offered  these  indignities  to  God,  he  died,  having  lived  thirty- 
six  years,  and  of  them  reigned  sixteen ;  and  he  left  his  son 
Uezekiah  for  his  successor. 


CHAPTER  XIIL 


^ 


Ilofv  Pekah  died  by  the  treachery  ofHoshea^  who  was  a  Utile 
after  subdued  by  S/tafmaneser :  and  how  Hezekiah  reigned 
instead  of  Ahaz  ;  and  what  actions  if  piety  and  Justice  he 
did, 

5  1.  About  the  same  time  Pekah  the  king  of  Israel  died,  by 
the  treachery  of  a  friend  of  his,  whose  name  was  Hoshea,  who 
retained  the  kingdom  nine  years'  time,  but  was  a  wicked  man, 
and  a  despiser  of  the  divine  worship:  and  Shalmaneser,  the  J 
king  of  Assyria,  made  an  expedition  against  him,  and  over-  1 
came  him  (which  must  liave  been  because  he  liad  not  God 
favourable  nor  assistant  to  him,)  and  brought  him  to  sub* 
mission,  and  ordered  him  to  pay  an  appointed  tribute*     Now 
in  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  Hoshea,  Hezekiah,  the  son 
of  Aliaz,  began  to  reign  in  Jerusalem  ;  and  his  mother*s  name 
was  Ahijah,  a  citizen  of  Jerusalem.     His  nature  was  good, 
and  righteous,  and  religious;  for  when  he  came  to  thelting- 
dom,  he  thought  that  nothing  was  prior,  or  more  necessary, 
or  more  advantageous,  to  himself,  and  to  his  subjects,  than  - 
to  worship  God.     Accordingly,  he  called  the  people  together,  fl 
and  the  priests,  and  the  Levites,  and  made  a  speech  to  them, 
and  said,  **  You  are  not  ignorant,  how  by  the  sins  of  my 
father,  who  transgressed  that  sacred  honour  which  was  due 
to  God,  you  have  had  experience  of  many  and  great  miseries 
while  you  were  corrupted  in  your  mind  by  him,  and  were 
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induced  to  worship  those  which  he  supposed  to  be  gods:  I 
exhort  you  therefore,  who  have  teamed  by  sad  ezpenenee 
how  dangerous  a  thing  impiety  is,  to  put  that  immediately 
out  of  your  memory,  and  to  purify  yoursehes  from  your 
former  pollutions,  and  to  open  the  temple  to  these  priests 
and  Levites  who  are  here  conrened,  and  to  cleanse  it  with 
the  accustomed  sacrifices,  and  to  recorer  all  to  die  ancient 
honour  which  our  fathers  paid  to  it;  for  by  this  means  we 
may  render  God  favourable,  and  he  will  remit  the  anger  lie 
hath  had  to  us." 

2.  When  the  kin^  had  said  thb,  the  priests  opened  Ae 
temple ;  and  when  they  had  set  in  order  the  vessels  of  Grod, 
and  cast  out  what  was  impure,  they  laid  die  accustomed 
sacrifices  upon  the  altar.  The  king  also  sent  to  the  country 
that  was  under  him,  and  called  the  people  to  Jerusalem  to 
celebrate  the  feast  of  unleavened  bread,  for  it  had  been  in- 
termitted a  lon^  time,  on  account  of  the  wickedness  of  the 
forementioned  kings.  He  also  sent  to  the  Israelites,  and 
exhorted  them  to  leave  of  their  present  way  of  living,  and  to 
return  to  their  ancient  practices,  and  to  worship  God,  for 
that  he  gave  them  leave  to  come  to  Jerusalem,  and  to  cele- 
brate, afl  in  one  body,  the  feast  of  unleavened  bread ;  and 
this,  he  said,  was  by  way  of  invitation  only,  and  to  be  done 
of  their  own  good-will,  and  for  their  own  advantage,  and  not 
out  of  obedience  to  him,  because  it  would  make  them  happy. 
But  the  Israelites,  upon  the  coming  of  the  ambassadors,  and 
upon  their  laying  before  them  what  thev  had  in  charge  from 
their  own  king,  were  so  far  from  complying  therewith,  tiiat 
they  laughed  the  ambassadors  to  scorn,  and  mocked  them  as 
fools :  as  also  they  affronted  the  prophets  who  gave  them 
the  same  exhortations,  and  foretold  what  they  would  suffer 
if  they  did  not  return  to  the  worship  of  God,  insomuch  that 
at  length  they'caught  them,  and  slew  them:  nor  did  this 
degree  of  transgressing  suffice  them,  but  they  had  more 
wicked  contrivances  than  what  have  been  described :  nor  did 
they  leave  off,  before  God,  as  a  punishment  for  their  impiety 
brought  them  under  their  enemies :  but  of  that  more  here- 
after. However,  many  there  were  of  the  tribe  of  Manasseh, 
and  of  Zebulon,  and  of  Issachar,  who  were  obedient  to  what 
the  prophets  exhorted  them  to  do,  and  returned  to  the 
worsliip  of  God.  Now  all  these  came  running  to  Jerusalem, 
to  Hezekiah,  that  they  might  worship  God  [there]. 

3.  When  these  men  were  come,  king  Hezekiah  went  up 
into  the  temple,  with  the  rulers  and  all  the  people,  and 
offered  for  himself  seven  bulls,  and  as  many  rams,  with  seven 
lambs,  and  as  many  kids  of  the  goats.  The  king  also  him- 
self, and  the  rulers,  laid  their  hands  on  the  heads  of  the 
sacrifices,  and  permitted  the  priests  to  complete  the  sacred 


CHAP.  xniO    ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS-        55S 

offices  about  them.  So  they  both  slew  the  sacrifices,  and 
burnt  the  burnt-offerings,  while  the  Levites  stood  round 
about  them,  with  their  musical  instruments,  and  sang  hymns 
to  God,  and  played  on  their  psalteries,  aa  they  were  instructed 
by  David  to  do,  and  this  while  the  rest  of  the  priests  returned 
the  music,  and  sounded  the  trumpets  which  they  had  in  their 
hands :  and  when  this  was  done,  the  king  and  the  multitude 
threw  themselves  down  upon  their  face,  and  worshipped  God. 
He  also  sacrificed  seventy  bulls,  one  hundred  rams,  and  two 
hundred  lambs.  He  also  granted  the  muhitude  sacrifices  to 
feast  upon,  six  hundred  oxen,  and  three  thousand  other 
cattle ;  and  the  priests  performed  all  things  according  to  the 
law.  Now  the  king  was  so  pleased  herewith,  that  he  feasted 
with  the  people^  and  returned  thanks  to  God :  but  as  the 
feast  of  unleavened  breaJ  was  now  come,  when  they  had 
offered  that  sacrifice  which  is  called  the  Passover,  they  after 
that  offered  other  sacrifices  for  seven  days.  When  the  king 
had  bestowed  on  the  multitude,  besides  what  they  sanctified 
of  themselves,  two  thousand  bulls,  and  seven  thousand  other 
cattle,  the  same  thing  was  done  by  the  rulers  ;  for  they  gave 
them  a  thousand  bulls,  and  a  thousand  and  forty  other  cattle. 
Nor  had  this  festival  been  so  w  ell  observed  from  the  days  of 
king  Solomon,  as  it  was  now  first  observed  with  great 
splendour  and  magnificence ;  and  when  the  festival  was  ended 
they  went  out  into  the  country,  and  purged  it;  and  cleansed 
the  city  of  all  the  pollution  of  the  idols.  The  king  also  gave 
order  that  the  daily  sacrifice  should  be  offered,  at  his  own 
charges,  and  according  to  the  law ;  and  appointed  that  the 
tithes,  and  that  the  first-fruits,  should  be  given  by  the  mul- 
titude to  the  priests  and  Levites,  that  they  might  constantly 
attend  upon  divine  service,  and  never  be  taken  off  from  the 
worship  of  God.  Accordingly,  the  multitude  brought  to- 
gether all  sorts  of  their  fruits  to  the  priests  and  Levites, 
The  king  also  made  garners  and  receptacles  for  these  fruits, 
and  distributed  them  to  every  one  of  the  priests  and  Levites, 
and  to  their  children  and  wives.  And  thus  did  they  return 
to  their  old  form  of  divine  worship.  Now  when  the  king 
had  settled  these  matters  after  the  manner  ahead y  described, 
he  made  w^ar  upon  the  Philistines,  and  beat  them,  and  pos- 
sessed himself  of  all  the  enemies'  cities*  from  Gaza  to  Gath; 
but  the  king  of  Assyria  sent  to  him,  and  threatened  to  over- 
turn all  his  dominions,  unless  he  would  pay  him  the  tribute 
which  his  father  paid  him  formerly ;  but  king  Hezekiah  was 
not  concerned  at  his  threatenings,  but  depended  on  his  piety 
towards  God,  and  upon  Isaiali  the  prophet,  by  whom  he  in- 
quired, and  accurately  knew  all  future  events.  And  thus 
much  shall  suffice  for  the  present  concerning  this  king 
Hezekiah. 
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CHAPTER  XIV. 

Haw  Shabnaneser  took  Samaria  hyforee^  and  how  he  trans^ 
planted  the  ten  tribes  into  Media,  and  brought  the  nation 
of  the  Cutheans  into  their  country  \in  their  roam]. 

§  1.  When  Shalmaneser,  the  king  of  Assyria,  had  it  told  him 
that  [Hoshea]  the  king  of  Israel  had  sent  privately  to  So,  the 
king  of  Egypt,  desiring  his  assistance  against  him.  he  was 
very  angry,  and  made  an  eiqpedition  against  Samaria,  in  the 
seventh  year  of  the  reign  of  Hoshea ;  but  when  be  was  not 
admitted  [into  the  city]  by  the  king%  he  besieged  Samaria 
three  years,  and  took  it  by  force  in  the  ninth  year  of  the 
reign  of  Hoshea,  and  in  the  seventh  year  of  Hezekiah  king  of 
Jerusalem,  and  quite  demolished  the  government  of  the 
Israelites,  and  transplanted  all  the  people  into  Media,  and 
Persia,  among  whom  he  took  king  Hoshea  alive ;  and  when 
he  had  removed  these  people  out  of  this  their  land,  he  trans- 
planted other  nations  out  of  Cuthah,  a  place  so  called  (for 
there  is  [still]  a  river  of  that  name  in  Persia,)  into  Samaria, 
and  into  the  country  of  the  Israelites.  So  the  ten  tribes  of 
the  Israelites  were  removed  out  of  Judea,nine  hundred  and 
forty-seven  years  after  their  forefathers  were  come  out  of  the 
land  of  Egypt,  and  possessed  themselves  of  this  country,  but 
eight  hundred  years  after  Joshua  had  been  their  leader, 
and,  as  I  have  already  observed,  two  hundred  and  forty  years, 
seven  months,  and  seven  davs,  after  they  had  revolted  from 
Rehoboam,  the  grandson  of  David,  and  had  given  the  king* 
dom  to  Jeroboam.  And  such  a  conclusion  overtook  the 
Israelites,  when  they  had  transgressed  the  laws,  and  would 
not  hearken  to  the  prophets,  who  foretold  that  this  calamity 
would  come  upon  them,  if  they  would  not  leave  off  iheir  evu 
doings.  What  gave  birth  to  these  evil  doings,  was  that 
sedition  which  they  raised  against  Rehoboam  the  grandson 
of  David,  when  they  set  up  «Jeroboam  his  servant  to  be  their 
king,  who  by  sinning  against  God,  and  bringing  them  to 
imitate  his  bad  example,  made  God  to  be  their  enemy,  while 
Jeroboam  underwent  that  punishment  which  he  justly  de- 
served. 

*  This  siege  of  Samaria,  though  not  given  a  particular  account  of,  either  in  our 
Hebrew  or  Greek  Bibles,  or  in  Josephus,  was  so  very  long,  no  less  than  three  years, 
that  it  was  no  way  improbable  but  that  parents,  and  particularly  mothers,  might 
therein  be  reduced  to  eat  their  own  children,  as  the  law  of  Moses  had  threatened 
upon  their  disobedience,  Levit.  xxvi.  29;  Deut.  xxviii.  53 — 57  ;  and  as  was  ac- 
complished in  the  other  shorter  sieges  of  both  the  capital  cities,  Jerusalem  and  Sa- 
maria,the  former  mentioned,  Jcr.  xix.  9 ;  Antiq.  B.  IX.  ch.  iv.  $  4  ;  and  the  latter, 
2  Kings,  vi.  26—29. 
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2*  And  now  the  king  of  Assyria  invaded  all  Syria  and 
Phenicia  in  a  hostile  manner.  The  name  of  this  king  is  also 
set  down  in  the  archives  of  Tyre,  for  he  made  an  expedition 
against  Tyre  in  the  reign  of  Elnleus  ;  and  Menander  attests 
to  it,  who,  when  he  wrote  his  Chronology,  and  translated  the 
archives  of  Tyre  into  the  Greek  language,  gives  us  the  fol- 
lowing history:  "One  whose  name  was  Eluleus,  reigned 
thirty-six  years  :  this  king,  upon  the  revolt  of  the  Citteans, 
sailed  to  them,  and  reduced  them  again  to  a  submission. 
Against  these  did  the  king  of  Assyria  send  an  army,  and  in 
a  hostile  manner  overrun  all  Phenicia,  but  soon  made  peace 
with  them  all,  and  returned  back:  but  Sidon,  and  Ace,  and 
Palaetyrus,  revolted ;  and  many  other  cities  there  were 
which  delivered  themselves  up  to  the  king  of  Assyria.  Ac- 
cordingly, when  the  Tyrians  would  not  submit  to  him,  the 
king  returned,  and  fell  upon  them  again,  while  the  Pheni- 
cians  had  furnished  him  with  threescore  ships,  and  eight 
hundred  men  to  row  them ;  and  when  the  Tyrians  had 
come  upon  them  in  twelve  ships,  and  the  enemies*  ships 
were  dispersed,  they  took  five  hundred  men  prisoners,  and 
the  reputation  of  ail  the  citizens  of  Tyre  was  thereby  in- 
creased:  but  the  king  of  Assyria  returned,  and  placed 
guards  at  their  rivers  and  aqeducts,  who  should  hinder  the 
Tyrians  from  drawing  water*  This  continued  for  five  years, 
and  still  the  Tyrians  bore  the  siege,  and  drank  of  the  water 
they  had  out  of  the  wells  tliey  dug."  And  this  is  what  is 
written  in  the  Tyrian  archives  cencerning  Shalmaneser,  the 
king  of  Assyria. 

3.  But  now  the  Cutheans,  who  removed  into  Samaria  (for 
that  is  the  name  they  have  been  called  by  to  this  time,  he- 
cause  they  were  brought  out  of  the  country  called  Cutliah, 
which  is  a  country  of  Persia,  and  there  is  a  river  of  the  same 
name  in  it),  each  of  them,  according  to  their  nations,  which 
were  in  number  five,  brought  their  own  gods  into  Samaria, 
and  by  worshipping  them,  as  was  the  custom  of  their  own 
countries,  they  provoked  Almighty  God  to  be  angry  and 
displeased  at  them,  for  a  plague  seized  upon  them,  by  which 
they  were  destroyed ;  and  when  they  lound  no  cure  for  their 
miseries,  they  learned  by  the  oracle,  that  they  ought  to  wor- 
ship Almighty  God,  as  the  method  for  their  deliverance. 
So  they  seiit  ambassadors  to  the  king  of  Assyria,  and  desired 
him  to  send  them  some  of  those  priests  of  the  Israelites  whom 
he  had  taken  captive.  And  when  he  thereupon  sent  them, 
and  the  people  were  by  them  taught  the  laws,  and  the  holy 
worship  of  God,  they  worshipped  him  in  a  respectful  manner, 
and  the  plague  ceased  immediately ;  and  indeed  they  continue  J 
to  make  use  of  the  very  same  customs  to  this  very  time,  and  ' 
arc  called  in  the  Hebrew  tongue  Cutheans,  but  in  the  Greek 
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tongue  Samaritans.  And  when  they  see  the  Jews  in  pros- 
perity^ they  pretend  that  they  are  changed^  and  allied  to 
them^  and  caU  them  kinsmen,  as  though  they  were  derived 
from  Joseph,  and  had  by  that  means  an  original  alliance 
with  them :  but  when  they  see  them  falling  into  a  low  con- 
dition, they  say  they  are  no  way  related  to  them,  and  that 
the  Jews  have  no  right  to  expect  any  kindness  or  marks  of 
kindred  from  them,  but  they  declare  that  they  are  sojourn* 
ers,  that  come  from  other  countries.  But  of  these  we  shall 
have  a  more  seasonable  opportunity  to  discourse  hereafter. 


SOOK 


CONTAINING  THE  INTERVAL  OF  ONE  HUNDRED  AND 
EIGHTY-TWO  YEARS  AND  A  HALF. 

FROM  THE  CAPTIVITY  OF  THE  TEN  TRIBES,  TO  THE  FIRST  OF 

CYRUS. 


CHAPTER  I. 


p 


How  Sennacherib  made  an  expedition  against  Hexekiah; 
what  threatentngs  Rabshakeh  made  to  Hezekiah  when 
Sennacherib  was  gone  against  th^  Egyptians  ;  how  Isaiah 
the  pf'ophet  encouraged  him;  how  Sennacherib,  having 
Jailed  of  success  in  Egypt,  returned  thence  to  Jerusalem  ; 
and  how,  upon  his  finding  his  army  destroyed,  he  returned 
home ;  and  what  befell  him  a  little  afterward* 

§  1,  It  was  now  the  fourteenth  year  of  the  government  of 
Hezekiah,  king  of  the  two  tribes,  when  the  king  of  Assyria, 
whose  name  wavS  Sennacherib,  made  an  expedition  against 
Lim  with  a  great  army,  and  took  all  the  cities  of  the  tribes 
of  Judah  and  Benjamin  by  force  ;  and  when  he  was  ready  to 
bring  his  army  against  Jerusalem,  Hezekiah  sent  ambassa- 
dors to  bim  beforeband,  and  promised  to  submit,  and  pay 
what  tribute  he  should  appoint.  Hereupon  Sennacherib, 
when  be  heard  of  what  offers  the  ambassadors  made,  re- 
solved not  to  proceed  in  the  war,  but  to  accept  of  the  pro- 
Eosals  that  were  made  bim:  and  if  he  might  receive  three 
undrcd  talents  of  silver*  and  thirty  talents  of  gold,  he  pro* 
mised  that  be  would  depart  in  a  friendly  manner ;  and  he 
gave  security  upon  oatb  to  the  ambassadors  that  he 
would  then  do  him  no  harm,  but  go  away  as  he  came.  So 
Hezekiah  submitted,  and  emptied  his  treasures,  and  sent 
the  money,  as  supposing  he  should  be  freed  from  his  enemy, 
and  from  any  further  distress  about  his  kingdom.  Accord- 
ingly, the  Assyrian  king  took  it,  and  yet  had  no  regard  to 
what  he  had  promised ;  but  while  he  himself  went  to  the  war 
against  the  Egyptians  and  Ethiopians,  he  left  his  general 

i Rabshakeh,  and  two  other  commanders,  with  great  forces, 
to  destroy  Jerusalem,  The  names  of  the  two  other  com- 
manders were  Tartan  and  Rabsaris. 


P 


I 


560  ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS,     [book  ix. 

S.  Now  as  soon  as  they  were  come  before  the  walk^  the j 
pitched  their  camp,  and  sent  messengers  to  Hezekiah,  mad 
desired  that  they  might  speak  with  him;   but  he  did  not 
himself  come  out  to  them  for  fear,  but  he  sent  three  of  hmM 
most  intimate  friends ;  the  name  of  one  was  Eliakim,  wh<i^ 
was  over  the  kingdom,  and  Shebna,  and  Joah  the  recorder. 
So  these  men  came  out,  and  stood  over-against  the  com- 
manders of  the  Assyrian  array ;  and  when  Rabshakeh  saw 
them,  he  hid  them  go  and  speak  to  Hezekiah  in  the  manner 
following :  that  **  Sennacherib,  the  great  king  *,  desires  to 
I  know  of  him,  on  whom  it  is  that  he  rehes  and  depends  in 
f  Aying  from  his  lord,  and  will  not  hear  him  nor  admit  his 
army  into  the  city.     Is  it  on  account  of  the  Egyptians,  and 
in  hopes  that  his  army  would  be  beaten  by  them  ?  >\'bere- 
upon  he  lets  him  know,  that  if  this  be  what  he  expectSj  he 
is  a  foolish  man,  and  like  one  who  leans  on  a  broken  reed, 
while  such  a  one  will  not  only  fall  down,  but  will  have  htt 
hand  pierced  and  hurt  by  it.     That  he  ought  to  know  he 
makes  this  expedition  against  him  by  the  will  of  God,  who 
I  hath  granted  this  favour  to  him,  that  he  shall  overthrow  the 
I  kingdom  of  Israel,  and  that  in  the  very  same  manner  be 
I  ahaTl  destroy   those   that  are   his   subjects   also.*'     Mlien 
I  Rabshakeh  had  made  tliis  speech  in  the  Hebrew  tongue, 
I  for  he  was  skilful  in  that  language,  Eliakim  was  afraid  le*t 
I  the  multitude  that  heard  him  should  be  disturbed,  so  he 
I  desired  him  to  speak  in  the  Syrian  tongue  :  but  the  general 
i understanding  what  he  meant,  and  perceiving  the  fear  that 

■  lie  was  in,  he  made  his  answer  with  a  greater  and  a  louder 
I  voice,  but  in  the  Hebrew  tongue ;  and  said,  that  **  since  they 

■  all  heard  what  were  the  king  s  commands,  they  would  constilt 

■  their  own  advantage  in  delivering  up  themselves  to  us  ;  for 
lit  is  plain  that  both  you  and  your  king  dissuade  the  people 
■from  submitting  by  vain  hopes,  and  so  induce  them  to  resist; 
|but  if  you  be  courageous,  and  think  to  drive   our  forces 

away,  I  am  ready  to  deliver  to  you  two  thousand  of  these 
horses  that  are  with  me  for  your  use,  if  you  can  set  as  many 
horsemen  on  their  backs,  and  show  your  strength;  but  what 
you  have  not,  you  cannot  produce.  Why,  therefore,  do 
you  delay  to  deliver  up  yourselves  to  a  superior  force,  who 
can  take  you  without  your  consent?  although  it  will  be  safi^ 
for  you  to  deliver  yourselves  up  voluntarily,  while  a  forcible 
capture,  when  you  are  beaten,  must  appear  more  dangerous, 
and  will  bring  further  calamities  upon  you." 

3.  When  the  people,  as  well  as  the  ambassadors,  heard 
what   the    Assyrian   commander   said,   they   related   it  ta 

■  This  title  of  Great  Kid^,  both  la  our  Bibles,  2  Kings,  tviit.  tO  i  In.  mS.  4; 
and  here  m  Josephtj*,  is  the  very  same  that  Herodoius  gives  this  Swuadicnt,  «i 
Spauheim  takes  UQtice  oo  this  place. 
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Hezekiah,  who  thereupon  put  ofF  his  royal  apparel,  and 
clothed  himself  with  sackcloth,  and  took  the  habit  of  a 
mourner,  and,  after  the  manner  of  hi^  country,  he  fell  upon 
his  face,  and  besought  God,  and  entreated  him  to  assist 
them,  now  they  had  no  other  hope  of  relief*  He  also  aent 
some  of  his  friends,  and  some  of  the  priests,  to  the  prophet 
Isaiah,  and  desired  that  he  would  pray  to  God,  and  offer 
sacrifices  for  their  common  deliverance,  and  so  put  up 
supplications  to  him,  that  he  would  have  indignation  at  the 
expectations  of  tlieir  enemies,  and  have  mercy  upon  his 
people.  And  when  the  prophet  had  done  accordingly,  an 
oracle  came  from  God  to  him,  and  encouraged  the  king  and 
his  friends  that  were  about  him;  and  foretold,  that  **  tlieir 
enemies  should  be  beaten  without  fighting,  and  should  go 
away  in  an  ignominious  manner,  and  not  with  that  insolence 
which  they  now  show,  for  that  God  would  take  care  that 
they  should  be  destroyed/*  He  also  foretold,  that  **  Sen- 
nacherib, the  king  of  Assyria,  Sjhould  fail  of  his  purpose 
against  Egypt,  and  that  when  he  came  home  he  s^hoidd 
perish  by  the  sword." 

4,  About  the  same  time  also  the  king  of  Assyria  wrote  an 
epistle  to  Hezekiah,  in  which  he  said,  *'lie  was  a  foolish 
man  in  supposing  that  he  should  escape  from  being  his 
servant,  since   he  had   already  brought   under  many  and 

freat  nations;  and  he  threatened,  that,  when  he  took  him, 
e  would  utterly  destroy  him,  unless  he  now  opened  the 
fates,  and  willingly  received  his  army  into  Jerusalem." 
Vhen  he  read  this  epistle,  he  despised  it  on  account  of  the 
trust  that  he  had  in  God,  but  he  rolled  up  the  epistle,  and 
laid  it  up  within  the  temple.  And  as  he  made  his  further 
prayers  to  God  for  the  city,  and  for  the  preservation  of 
all  the  people,  the  prophet  Isaiah  said,  that  **God  had 
heard  his  prayer,  and  that  he  should  not  be  besieged  at 
this  time  by  the  king  of  Assyria  ** ;  that  for  the  future  he 
might  be  secure  of  not  being  at  all  disturbed  by  him ;  and 
that  the  people  might  go  on  peaceably,  and  without  fear, 
with  their  husbandry  and  other  affairs/*  But  after  a  little 
while,  the  king  of  Assyria,  when  he  had  failed  of  his  trea- 
cherous designs  against  the  Egyptians,  returned  home  with- 

'>  WhtLt  JoMphus  sayi  here,  bow  Iiaiih  the  prophet  issured  Heiekiah,  thit  "ai 
this  tttne  he  thould  not  be  besieged  by  the  king  of  Assyrift  ;  chtit  for  the  future  he 
might  be  tec  are  of  not  bcin^  at  all  disturbed  hy  him;  and  Ihat  [afterwird]  the 
people  might  go  on  peaceably^  and  without  fear,  wirU  their  hushandry,  and  other 
affair*,"  ia  more  distinct  in  our  other  copies,  both  of  ih«  Kin^  and  of  I&aialij  and 
deserves  very  great  coosideratioa.  llie  wordb  are  iUese  :  "  Itiia  shaU  be  a  sign 
unto  ibee:  ye  shall  eat  this  year  such  as  groweth  of  it^lf ;  and  the  second  year 
that  whieh  springeth  of  the  same  |  and  in  the  third  year  sow  ye,  and  renp,  and 
plant  vineyards,  and  eat  the  fruit  thereof,"  2  Kings,  xix,  20  j  Isa.  xjcxvii.  30;  which 
seem  to  me  plainly  to  design  a  sabbatic  year,  a  year  of  jubilee  next  after  it,  and  the 
auGceediag  usual  labours  and  fruits  of  them  oti  the  third  and  following  years. 
VOL.  I,  O  O 
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out  success,  on  the  following  occasion  :  He  spent  a 
time  in  the  siege  of  Pelusium ;  and  when  the  banks  that 
had  raised  over-against  the  walls  were  of  a  great   heigh 
and  when  he  was  ready  to  make  an  immediate  assault  upoi 
them,  but  heard  that  Tirhaka,  king  of  the  Ethiopians^  w; 
coming,  and  bringing  great  forces  to  aid  the  Egyptians,  ani 
was  resolved  to  march  tlirough  the  desert,  and  so  to  faB 
directly  upon   the    Assyrians,  this   king  Sennacherib  was 
disturbed  at  the  news,  and,  as  I  said  before,  left  Pelusium^ 
and  returned  back  without  success.     Now  concerning  thi 
Sennacherib,  Herodotus  also  says,  in  the  second  book 
his  histories,  "how  this   king  came  against  the   Egyptian 
king,  who  was  the  priest  of  Vulcan;  and  that  as   he  waa 
besieging  Pelusium,  he  broke  up  the  siege  on  the  folloirinf 
occasion :  This  Egyptian  priest  prayed  to  God,  and  Goo 
heard  his  prayer,  and  sent  a  judgment  upon  the  Arab! 
king.'^     But  in  this  Herodotus  was  mistaken  when  he  calli 
this  king  not  king  of  the  Assyrians,  hut  of  the  Arabians 
for  he  saith,  that  **a  multitude  of  mice  gnawed  to  pieces  h 
one  night  both  the  bows  and  the  rest  of  the  armour  of  the 
Assyrians,  and  that  it  was  on  that  account  that  the  king, 
when  he  had  no  bows  left,  drew  off*  his  army  from  Pelusium/' 
And  Herodotus  does  indeed  give  us  this  history ;  nay,  acid 
Berosus,  who  wrote  of  the  affairs  of  Chaldea,  makes  mention 
of    this    king   Sennacherib,   and   that    he   ruled   over  the 
Assyrians,  and  that  he  made  an  expedition  against  all  Asia 
and  Egypt;  and  says  thus''; 

5.  **  Now  when  Sennacherib  was  returning  from  )m 
Egyptian  war  to  Jerusalem,  he  found  his  army  under  Rab- 
fihakeh  his  general  in  danger  [by  a  plague],  for  God  had 
sent  a  pestilential  distemper  upon  his  army;  and  on  the  very 
first  night  of  the  siege,  a  hundred  fourscore  and  five  thou- 
sand, with  their  captains  and  generals,  were  destroyed :  so 
the  king  was  in  a  great  dread,  and  in  a  terrible  agony  at 
this  calamity ;  and  being  in  great  fear  for  his  whole  army, 
he  fled  with  the  rest  of  his  forces  to  his  own  kingdom,  and 
to  his  city  Nineveh:  and  when  he  had  abode  there  a  little 
while,  he  was  treacherously  assaulted,  and  died  by  the  hands 
of  his  elder  sons^,  Adrammelech  and  Sarasar,  and  was  slnin 
in  his  own  temple,  which  was  called  Araske.  Now  these 
ions  of  his  were  driven  away,  on  account  of  the  murder  a( 


^  That  ihii  terrible  calamity  of  the  slaughter  or  the  186,0CM>  Asi^riant  ishrw 
delivered,  in  the  wofd«  ot  Bmo&ns  ihe  CbaJdsttn  ;  and  that  it  ^am  certainly  iiul 
Irequeotly  foretold  hy  the  iewUh  prophets,  and  that  it  was  certainly  and  uodeQiabty 
kccornplilhed  «  see  Authent.  Hec.  p>art  IL  page  866* 

^  We  are  here  to  take  DOtice»  that  ttiese  tvio  sons  of  Sennachenh,  thnt  ran  awtf 
into  Armenia*  became  the  head»  of  two  fainoui  fatnilieji  there,  the  AneniAiL  aad 
the  Genunii  ^  of  which  lee  the  particulac  hiitoriet  lo  MoMi  Choreneosis,  p. 


their  father,  by  the  citizens,  and  went  into  Armenia,  while 
Assarachoddas  took  the  kingdom  of  Sennacherib."  And 
this  proved  to  be  the  conclusion  of  this  Assyrian  expedition 
against  the  people  of  Jerusalem, 


^ 


^ 
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How  Hezeldah  was  sick^  and  ready  to  die ;  and  kow  God  be- 
stowed upon  him  fifteen  years  ionner  life^  [and  secured 
that  promise^  by  the  going  back  of  the  shadow  ten 
degrees, 

{  1,  Now  Hezekiah  being  thus  delivered,  after  a  surprising 

manner^  from  the  dread  he  was  in,  offered  thank-offerings  to 
God,  with  all  his  people,  because  nothing  else  had  destroyed 
some  of  their  enemies,  and  made  the  rest  so  fearful  of  un- 
dergoing the  same  fate,  that  they  departed  from  Jerusalem, 
but  that  divine  assistance :  vet,  while  he  was  very  zealous 
and  diligent  about  the  worsliip  of  God,  did  he  soon  after- 
ward fall  into  a  severe  distemper  %  insomuch  that  the  phy- 
sicians despaired  of  him,  and  expected  no  good  issue  of  his 
sickness,  as  neither  did  his  friends :  and  besides  the  distemper 
itself,  there  was  a  very  melancholy  circumstance  that  disorder- 
ed the  king,  which  was  the  consideration  that  he  was  childless, 
and  was  going  to  die,  and  leave  his  house  and  his  government 
without  a  successor  of  his  own  body  :  so  he  was  troubled  at 
the  thoughts  of  this  his  condition,  and  lamented  himself,  and 
entreated  of  God  that  he  would  prolong  his  life  for  a  little 
while  till  he  had  some  children,  and  not  suffer  him  to  depart 
this  life  before  he  was  become  a  father.  Hereupon  God  had 
mercy  upon  him,  and  <iccepted  of  his  supplication,  because 
the  trouble  he  was  under  at  his  supposed  death  was  not  be- 
cause he  was  soon  to  leave  the  advantages  he  enjoyed  in 
the  kingdom,  nor  did  he  on  that  account  pray  that  he 
might  have  a  longer  life  afft>rded  him,  but  in  order  to  have 
sons,  that  might  receive  the  government  after  him,  ^  And 
God  sent  Isaiah  the  prophet,  and  commanded  him  to  inform 


•  Joi«phu».  and  ill  our  copies,  place  ihe  sickneti  of  Heiekiah  after  tho  destruc* 
lion  of  Sennacherib'i  army,  because  it  appears  to  have  been  nftcr  his  first  asAauU, 
a»  be  was  going  into  ArAbia  and  Kgypi,  where  he  pushed  his  caoquesls  u  far  «• 
ihey  would  gn,  and  in  order  to  despatch  his  story  aUogether  ■  yet  does  no  copy  bm 
ihii  of  Josephus  say  it  was  after  thatdestrnction.  but  only  rhat  it  happened  in  those 
days,  or  about  that  time  of  Hctekuh's  life,  Nor  will  tho  fifteen  yean  prolongation 
of  hit  life  after  ht«  sickness,  allow  that  sickness  to  have  been  later  than  the  former 
part  of  the  fifteenth  year  of  his  reign,  since  rbronoloey  does  not  allow  him  in  all 
above  twenty  nine  years  and  a  few  months,  whereas  the  first  afiiault  of  !Sennacherib 
was  in  the  fourteenth  year  of  ller^kieh,  but  the  destruction  of  Sennacherib's  army 
vrai  not  tiU  his  eighteenth  year* 
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Hezekiali,  that,  "within  three  days'  time  he  should  get  clear 
ot  his  distemper,  and  should  survive  it  fifteen  years,  and  thai 
he  should  have  children  alsOp"  Now  upon  the  prophet'g 
saying  this,  as  God  had  commanded  him,  he  could  hardly 
believe  it,  both  on  account  of  the  distemper  he  was  under, 
which  was  very  sore,  and  by  reason  of  the  surprising  nature 
of  what  was  told  him ;  so  he  desired  that  Isaiah  would  give 
him  some  sign  or  wonder,  that  he  might  believe  him  in  what 
he  had  said,  and  be  sensible  that  he  came  from  God  :  for  ■ 
things  that  are  beyond  expectation,  and  greater  than  our  I 
hopes,  are  made  credible  by  the  actions  of  like  nature.  And 
when  Isaiah  had  asked  him  what  sign  he  desired  to  be  exhi- 
bited, he  desired  that  he  would  make  the  shadow  of  the  sun, 
which  he  had  already  made  to  go  down  ten  steps  [or  de- 
grees]  in  his  house,  to  return  again  to  the  same  place  ^,  and  to 
make  it  as  it  was  before.  And  when  the  prophet  prayed  to 
God  to  exhibit  this  sign  to  the  king,  he  saw  what  he  de^sired 
to  see,  and  was  freed  from  his  distemper,  and  went  up  to 
the  temple,  where  he  worshipped  God  and  made  vows  to 
him. 

g.  At  this  time  it  was  that  the  dominion  of  the  Assyrians 
was  overthrown  by  the  Medes » ;  but  of  these  things  t  shall 
treat  elsewhere.  But  the  king  of  Babylon*  whose  name  was 
Baladan,  sent  ambassadors  to  Hezckiah  with  presents,  and 
desired  he  would  be  his  ally  and  his  friend.  So  he  received 
the  ambassadors  gladly,  and  made  them  a  feast,  and  showed 
them  his  treasures,  and  his  armoury,  and  the  other  wealth 
lie  was  possessed  of,  in  precious  stones,  and  in  gold,  and 
gave  them  presents  to  be  carried  to  Baladan,  and  sent  them 

^  As  lo  this  recess  of  the  shadow,  eiiW  upon  a  sun-dial,  or  the  st^pa  of  the  font 
palnce  bulk  by  Ahaz»  vrhelhcr  it  were  physically  done  by  the  real  tniriicolout  'f*«- 
volution  of  the  earth  id  its  diurnal  motioa  backward  from  east  to  we^t  for  a  wbtle, 
tLod  its  return  again  to  its  old  natural  revolution  from  west  to  east;  or  whether  tt 
were  not  apparent  only,  and  performed  h^  an  aerial  phosphorua,  which  imitated  the 
sun's  motion  backward,  while  a  cloud  hid  the  real  sun,  cannot  now  be  determimd.  j 
Philosophers  and   astronomers  will   naturally   incline   to   the  latter  hjpotheraB| 
Howevor,  it  must  be  noted,  that  Josepbus  seems  to  have  understood  it  othermr  ' 
Ihan  we  generally  do ;  that  the  shadow  wai  accelerated  aa  much  at  first  forward  u 
It  was  made  to  go  backward  afterward,  and  u>  the  day  vras  neither  loogtr  wrt 
shorter  than  usual  \  which,  tt  must  be  confessed,  agrees  best  of  all  to  astroiuimy.  I 
whose  eclipses,  otderthan  thai  time,  were  observed  at  the  same  times  of  the  day  as  I 
if  this  miracle  had  never  happened.    After  all,  this  wonderful  signal  was  not,  it 
aeems,  peculiar  to  Judea.  but  either  seen,  or  at  least  heard  of,  at  Babylon  aUo,  os 
!  «ppeart  by  2  Chron*  xxxii.  31,  where  we  team,  that  the  Babylonian  ambassadocv 
i  were  seal  to  Hezekiah,  among  other  things,  to  inquire  of  tlie  wonder  that  was  done 
in  he  land. 

9  This  expression  of  Josephus,  that  the  Medcs,  upon  this  deal  ruction  of  the  At- 

r'an  army,  •'overthrew"  the  Assyrian  empire,  leems  to  be  io«Mr*>ni»:  for  al- 
uLgh  they  immediately  cast  oif  the  Assyrian  yoke,  and  '  z  (tt 

their  own,  yet  it  was  some  time  before  the  Medes  and  Bi»l  le- 

veh,  and  some  generations  ere  the  Metles  and  Persiaoa  ui..,v.  i  v„.u(v>  .mu  v  vrus 
overthrew  the  Assyrian  or  Babyloaian  empire. 


I 


CHAP,  n.]     ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS.  565 

back  to  him.  Upon  which  the  prophet  Isaiah  came  to  him, 
and  inquired  of  l)im,  '*  whence  those  amhassadors  came  :"  to 
which  he  rephed,  that  **  they  came  from  Babylon,  from 
tlie  king;  and  that  he  had  showed  them  all  he  had,  that  by 
the  siqht  of  his  riches  and  forces  he  mijj^ht  thereby  guess  at 
[the  plenty  he  was  in],  and  be  able  to  inform  the  king  of  it." 
But  the  prophet  rejoined,  and  said,  **  Know  thou,  that,  after 
a  little  wliile,  these  riches  of  thine  shall  be  carried  away  to 
Babylon,  and  thy  posterity  shall  be  made  eunuchs  there, 
and  lose  their  manhood,  and  be  servants  to  the  king  of 
Babylon ;  for  that  God  foretold  such  things  would  come  to 
pass."  Upon  which  words  Hezekiah  was  troubled,  and  said, 
that  "  he  was  himself  unwilling  that  his  nation  should  fall 
into  such  calamities;  yet,  nnce  it  is  not  possible  to  alter 
what  God  had  determined,  he  prayed  that  there  might  be 
peace  while  he  lived/*  Berosus  also  makes  mention  of  this 
Baladan,  king  of  Babylon.  Now  as  to  tliis  prophet  [Isaiah], 
he  was,  by  the  confession  of  all,  a  divine  and  wonderful  man 
in  speaking  truth;  and  out  of  the  assurance  that  he  had 
never  written  what  was  false,  he  wrote  down  all  his  prophe- 
cies, and  left  them  behind  him  in  books,  that  their  accom- 
plishment might  be  judged  of  from  the  events  by  posterity  : 
nor  did  this  prophet  do  so  alone,  but  the  others,  winch  were 
twelve  in  number,  did  the  same.  And  whatsoever  is  done 
among  us,  whether  it  be  good,  or  whether  it  be  bad,  comes 
to  pass  according  to  their  prophecies;  but  of  every  one  af 
these  we  shall  speak  hereafter. 


CHAPTER  in. 

How  Manasseh  reigtied  after  Hezekiah  ;  and  how,  when  he 
was  in  captivity^  he  returned  to  God,  and  was  restored  to 
his  kingdom^  and  left  it  to  \Jiis  son^  Amon. 

$  L  When  king  Hezekiah  had  survived  the  interval  of  time 

ah'eady  mentioned,  and  had  dwelt  all  that  time  in  peace,  he 
died,  having  completed  fifty-four  years  of  his  hfe,  and 
reigned  twenty-nine  :  but  when  his  son  Manasseh,  whose 
mothers  name  was  Hephzlbah,  of  Jerusalem,  had  taken  the 
kingdom,  he  departed  from  the  conduct  of  his  father,  and 
fell  into  a  course  of  hfe  quite  contrary  thereto,  and  sliowed 
himself  in  his  manners  most  wicked  in  all  respects,  and 
omitted  no  sort  of  hnpiety,  but  imitated  those  transgressions 
of  the  Israelites,  by  the  commission  of  which  against  God, 
they  had  been  destroyed ;  for  he  was  so  hardy  as  to  defile 
the  temple  of  God  and  the  city,  and  the  whole  country;  for, 
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by  setting  out  from  a  contempt  of  God^  he  barbarously  sle«' 
all  the  righteous  men  that  were  among  the  Hebrews ;  nor 
would  he  spare  the  prophets,  for  he  every  day  slew  some  of 
them,  till  Jerusalem  was  overflown  with  blood*  So  God  was 
angry  at  these  proceedings,  and  sent  prophets  to  the  ktng^ 
and  to  the  multitude^  by  whom  he  threatened  the  very  same 
calamities  to  them,  which  their  brethren  the  Israelites^  upoi 
the  like  aflronts  offered  to  God,  were  now  under*  But  the: 
men  would  not  believe  their  words,  by  which  belief  they 
might  have  reaped  the  advantage  of  escaping  all  those 
miseries,  yet  did  they  in  earnest  learn  that  what  tlie  prophett 
had  told  them  was  true, 

2.  And  when  they  persevered  in  the  same  course  of  liie,^ 
God  raised  up  war  against  them,  from  the  king  of  Babylod 
and  Chaldea,  who  sent  an  army  against  Judea,  and  laidj 
waste  the  country  ;  and  caught  king  Manasseh  by  treacheryj 
and  ordered  him  to  be  brought  to  him,  and  had  him  under 
his  power  to  itiflict  what  punishment  he  pleased  upon  him* 
But  then  it  was  that  Manasseh  perceived  what  a  miserable 
condition  he  was  in,  and  esteeming  himself  the  cause  of  allg 
he  besought  God  to  render  his  enemy  humane  and  merciful 
to  him.     Accordingly,  God  heard  his  prayer,  and  granted 
him  what  he  prayed  for.     So  Manasseh  was  released  by  tlie 
king  of  Babylon,  and  escaped  the  danger  he  was  in  ;  ajul 
when  he  was  come  to  Jerusalem,  he  endeavoured,  if  it  w€fe 
possible,  to  cast  out  of  his  memory  those  his  former  sins 
against  God,  of  which  he  now  repented >  and  to  apply  himself 
to  a  very  religious   life.      He  sanctified  the   temple,   and 
purged  the  city,  and  for  the  remainder  of  his  days  he  was 
intent  on  nothing  but  to  return  his  thanks  to  God  for  his 
deliverance,  and  to  preserve  bun  propitious  to  him  all  his 
life  long.     He  also  instructed  the  multitude  to  do  the  same, 
as  having  very  nearly  experienced  what  a  calamity  he  was 
fallen  into  by  a  contrary  conduct.    He  also  rebuilt  the  a}tar, 
and  offered  the  legal  sacrifices,  as  Moses  commanded.    And 
when  he  had  re-established  what  concerned  the  divine  wor- 
ship, as  it  ought  to  be,  he  took  care  of  the  security  of  Jeru- 
salem: he  did  not  only  repair  the  old  walls  with  great  dili* 
gence»  but  added  another  wall  to  the  former.     He  also  built 
very  lofty  towers,  and  the  garrisoned  places  before  the  city 
he  strengthened,  not  only  in  other  respects,  but  with  pro- 
visions of  all  sorts  that  they  wanted.     And  indeed,  when  he 
had  changed  his  former  course,  he  so  led  his  life   for  the 
time  to  come,  that  from  the  time  of  his  return  to  piety  to- 
wards God,  he  was  deemed  a  happy  man,  and  a  pattern  for 
1  imitation  ;  when  therefore  he  had  lived  sixty-seven  yeara,  be 
departed  this  life,  having  reigned  fifty-five  years,  and  was 
buried  in  his  own  garden ;  and  the  kingdom  came  to  his  son 
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Anion,  whose  mother's  name  was  Meshulemeth,  of  the  city 

of  Jotbath, 


CHAPTER  IV. 

How  Amon  reigned  instead  of  Manasseh ;  and  after  Amon, 
reigned  Josiah ;  he  was  both  righteous  atid  religious. 
As  also  concerning  Huldah  the  prophetess, 

§  L  Tuts  Amon  imitated  those  works  of  his  father  which 
he  insolently  did  when  he  was  young:  so  he  had  a  con- 
spiracy made  against  him  by  his  own  servants,  and  was 
slain  in  his  own  house,  when  he  had  lived  twenty-four  years, 
and  of  them  had  reigned  two :  but  the  muhitude  punished 
those  that  slew  Amon,  and  buried  him  witli  his  father,  and 
gave  the  kingdom  to  his  son  Josiah,  who  was  eight  years 
old.  His  mother  was  of  the  city  of  Boscath,  and  her  name 
was  Jedidah.  He  was  of  a  most  excellent  disposition,  and 
naturally  virtuous,  and  followed  the  actions  of  king  David, 
as  a  pattern  and  a  rule  to  him  in  the  whole  conduct  of  his 
life.  And  when  he  was  twelve  years  old,  he  gave  demon- 
strations of  his  religious  and  righteous  behaviour ;  for  he 
brought  the  people  to  a  sober  way  of  living,  and  exhorted 
them  to  leave  off  the  opinion  they  had  of  their  idols,  because 
they  were  not  gods,  but  to  worship  their  own  God.  And 
by  reflecting  on  the  actions  of  his  progenitors,  he  prudently 
corrected  what  they  did  wrong,  like  a  very  elderly  man,  and 
like  one  abundantly  able  to  understand  what  was  fit  to  be 
done ;  and  what  he  found  they  had  well  done,  he  observed 
all  the  country  over,  and  imitated  the  same.  And  thus  he 
acted  in  following  the  wisdom  and  sagacity  of  his  own 
nature,  and  in  compliance  with  the  advice  and  instruction  of 
the  elders;  for  by  following  the  laws  it  was  that  he  suc- 
ceeded so  well  in  the  order  of  his  government,  and  in  piety 
with  regard  to  the  divine  worship-  And  this  happened 
because  the  transgressions  of  the  former  kings  were  seen  no 
more,  but  quite  vanished  away  ;  for  the  king  went  about  the 
city,  and  the  whole  country,  and  cut  down  the  groves, 
which  were  devoted  to  strange  gods,  and  overthrew  their 
^Itars;  and  if  there  were  any  gifts  dedicated  to  them  by  his 
forefathers,  he  made  them  ignominious,  and  plucked  them 
down,  and  by  this  means  he  brought  the  people  back  from 
their  opinion  about  them  to  the  worship  of  God.  He  also 
offered  his  accustomed  sacrifices  and  burnt-offerings  upon 
the  altar;  Moreover,  he  ordained  certain  judges  and  over- 
seers, that  they  might  order  the  matters  to  them  severally 
belonging,  and  have  regard  to  justice  above  all  things,  and 
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distribute  it  with  the  same  concern  they  would  have  about 
their  own  soul.  He  also  sent  over  all  the  country,  ami 
desired  such  as  pleased  to  bring  gold  and  silver  for  the 
repairs  of  the  temple,  according  to  every  one's  inclinations 
and  abilities^  and  when  the  money  was  brought  in,  he  made 
one  Maaseiahj  the  governor  of  the  city,  Shaphan  the  scribe, 
and  Joah  the  recorder,  and  Eliakiin  the  high-priest,  curators 
of  the  temple,  and  of  the  charges  contributed  thereto  :  who 
made  no  delay,  nor  put  the  work  off  at  all,  but  prepared 
architects,  and  whatsoever  w*as  proper  for  those  repairs^ 
and  set  closely  about  the  work»  So  the  temple  was  repaired 
by  this  means,  and  became  a  public  demonstration  of  the 
king's  piety. 

2,  But  when  he  was  now  in  the  eighteenth  year  of  his  reign,  | 
he  sent  to  Eliakim  the  high-priest,  and  gave  order,  that  out 
of  what  money  was  overplus,  he  should  cast  cups  and 
dishes,  and  vials,  for  ministration  [in  the  temple]  ;  and 
besides,  that  they  should  bring  all  the  gold  or  silver  which 
was  among  the  treasures,  and  expend  that  also  in  making 
cups  and  the  like  vessels:  but  as  the  high-priest  was  bring* 
ing  out  the  gold,  he  lit  upon  the  holy  books  of  Moses  that 
were  laid  up  in  the  temple;  and  when  he  had  brought  them 
out,  he  gave  them  to  Shaphan  the  scribe,  who,  when  he  had 
read  them,  came  to  the  king,  and  informed  him  that  all  was 
finished  which  he  had  ordered  to  be  done.  He  also  read 
over  the  books  to  him,  who,  when  he  had  heard  them  read, 
rent  his  garment,  and  called  for  Eliakim  the  high-priest, 
and  for  [Shaphan]  tlie  scribe,  and  for  certain  [other]  of  Ids 
most  particular  friends,  and  sent  them  to  Huldah  the  pro* 
phetess,  the  wife  of  Shallum  (which  Shallum  was  a  man  of 
dignity,  and  of  an  eminent  family),  and  bid  them  go  to  her  j 
and  say,  that  [he  desired]  "  she  would  appease  God,  and 
endeavour  to  render  him  propitious  to  them,  for  that  there 
was  cause  to  fear  lest,  upon  the  transgression  of  the  laws  of 
Moses  by  their  forefathers,  they  should  be  in  peril  of  gotiig 
into  captivity,  and  of  being  cast  out  of  their  own  country; 
lest  they  should  he  in  w^ant  of  all  things,  and  so  end  their 
days  miserably/*  When  the  prophetess  had  heard  this 
from  the  messengers  that  were  sent  to  her  by  the  king,  she 
hid  them  go  back  to  the  king,  and  say,  that  *''  God  had 
already  given  sentence  against  them,  to  destroy  the  people, 
and  cast  them  out  of  their  country,  and  deprive  them  of  all 
the  happiness  they  enjoyed  ;  which  sentence  none  could  set 
aside  by  any  prayers  of  theirs,  since  it  was  passed  on  ac- 
count of  their  transgressions  of  the  laws,  and  of  their  not 
having  repented  in  so  long  a  time,  Mhile  the  prophets  had 
exhorted  them  to  amend,  and  had  foretold  the  punishmenC 
that  would  ensue  on  their  impious  practices  j  which  threaten- 
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ing  God  would  certainly  execute  upon  them,  that  they 
might  be  persuaded  that  he  is  Gad,  and  had  not  deceived 
them  ill  any  respect  as  to  what  he  had  denounced  by  his 
prophets  :  that  yet,  because  Josiah  was  a  righteous  man,  he 
Mould  at  present  delay  those  calamities,  hut  that  after  his 
death,  he  wouUl  send  on  the  multitude  what  miseries  he 
had  determined  for  them/' 

3,  So  these  messengers,  upon  this  prophecy  of  the 
woman^  came  and  told  it  to  the  king  ;  whereupon  he  sent  to 
the  people  everywhere,  and  ordered  that  the  priests  and 
the  Levites  should  come  together  to  Jerusalem ;  and  com- 
manded that  those  of  every  age  should  he  present  also:  and 
when  they  were  gathered  together,  he  first  read  to  them 
the  holy  books ;  after  which  he  stood  upon  a  pulpit,  in  the 
midst  of  the  multitude,  and  obliged  them  to  make  a  cove- 
nant, with  an  oath,  that  they  would  worship  God,  and  keep 
the  laws  of  Moses»  Accordingly,  they  gave  their  assent 
willingly,  and  undertook  to  do  what  the  king  had  recom- 
mended to  them.  So  they  immediately  offered  sacrifices, 
and  that  after  an  acceptable  manner,  and  besought  God  to 
be  gracious  and  merciful  to  them.  He  also  enjoined  the 
high-priest,  that  if  there  remained  in  the  temple  any  vessel 
that  was  dedicated  to  idols,  or  to  foreign  gods,  they  should 
cast  it  out :  so  when  a  great  number  of  such  vessels  were 
got  together,  he  burnt  them,  and  scattered  their  ashes 
abroad,  and  slew  the  priests  of  the  idols  that  were  not  of 
the  family  of  Aaron. 

4.  And  when  he  had  done  thus  in  Jerusalem,  he  came 
into  the  country,  and  utterly  destroyed  what  buildings  had 
been  made  therein  by  king  Jeroboam,  in  honour  of  strange 
gods;  and  he  burnt  the  bones  of  the  false  prophets  upon 
that  altar  which  Jeroboam  first  built;  and  as  the  prophet 
[Jadon],  who  came  to  Jeroboam  when  he  was  offering  sacri- 
fice, and  when  all  the  people  heard  him,  foretold  what 
would  come  to  pass,  viz.  that  **  a  certain  man  of  the  house 
of  David,  Josiah  ])y  name,  should  do  what  is  here  men- 
tioned." And  it  happened  that  those  predictions  took 
efTect  after  three  hundred  and  sixty-one  years. 

5*  After  these  things,  Josiah  went  also  to  such  other 
Israelites  as  had  escaped  captivity  and  slavery  under  the 
Assyrians,  and  persuaded  them  to  desist  from  their  hnpioua 
practices,  and  to  leave  off  the  honours  they  paid  to  strange 
gods,  but  to  worship  rightly  their  own  Almighty  God,  and 
adhere  to  him.  He  also  searched  the  houses  and  the  vil- 
lages, and  the  cities,  out  of  a  suspicion  that  somebody  might 
have  one  idol  or  other  in  private ;  nay  indeed,  he  took  away 
the   chariots   [of  the  sun]  that  were  set  up  in  his  royal 
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palace*',  which  his  predecessors  had  framed,  and  what  thin^ 
aoever  there  was  besides  which  they  worshipped  as  a  god. 
And  when  he  had  thus  purged  all  the  country,  he  called 
the  people  to  Jerusalem,  and  there  celebrated  the  feast  of 
unleavened  bread,  and  that  called  the  Passover.  He  also 
gave  the  people  for  paschal  sacrifices,  young  kids  of  the 
goats,  and  lambs,  thirty  thousand,  and  three  thousand  oxen 
lor  burnt-offerings.  The  principal  of  the  priests  also  gave 
to  the  priests  against  the  passover  two  thousand  and  six 
hundred  lambs ;  the  principal  of  the  Levites  also  gave  to 
the  Levites  five  thousand  lambs,  and  five  hundred  oxen,  by 
which  means  there  was  great  plenty  of  sacrifices ;  and  they 
offered  those  sacrifices  according  to  the  laws  of  Moses, 
while  every  priest  explained  the  matter,  and  ministered  to 
the  multitude.  And  indeed  there  had  been  no  other  festival 
thus  celebrated  by  the  Hebrews  from  the  times  of  Samuel 
the  prophet ;  and  the  plenty  of  sacrifices  now  was  the  oc- 
casion tnat  all  things  were  performed  according  to  the  laws, 
and  according  to  the  custom  of  their  forefathers.  So  when 
Josiah  had  after  this  lived  in  peace,  nay,  in  riches  and  re- 
putation also,  among  all  men,  he  ended  his  life  in  the 
manner  following. 


CHAPTER  V. 

How  Josiah  fought  with  Neco  [king  of  Egypt,]  and  was 
wounded f  and  died  in  a  little  time  afterward:  as  also  how 
Neco  carried  Jehoahaz,  who  had  been  made  king,  into 
Egypt f  and  delivered  the  kingdom  to  Jehoiakim;  and 
[lastly]  concerning  Jeremiah  and  Exekiel, 

§  1 .  Now  Neco,  king  of  Egypt,  raised  an  army,  and  marched 
to  the  river  Euphrates,  in  order  to  fight  with  the  Medes  and 
Babylonians,  who  had  overthrown  the  dominion  of  the  As- 
syrians*, for  he  had  a  desire  to  reign  over  Asia.     Now  when 

*>  It  is  hard  to  reconcile  the  account  in  the  second  book  of  Kings,  ch.  xxiii.  11, 
with  this  account  in  Josephus,  and  to  translate  this  passage  truly  in  Josephus, 
whose  copies  are  supposed  to  be  here  imperfect :  however,  the  general  sense  of 
both  seems  to  be  this,  that  there  were  certain  chariots,  with  their  horses,  dedicated 
to  the  idol  of  the  sun,  or  to  Moloch  :  which  idol  might  be  carried  about  in  pro- 
cession, and  worshipped  by  the  people ;  which  chariots  were  now  *  taken  away,' 
as  Josephus  says,  or.  as  the  book  of  the  Kings  says,  '  burnt  with  fire,  by  Josiah/ 

'  This  is  a  remarkable  passage  of  chronology  in  Josephus,  that  about  the  latter 
end  of  the  reign  of  Josiah,  the  Medes  and  Babylonians  overthrew  the  empire  of  the 
Assyrians  ;  or.  in  the  words  of  Tobit's  continuator,  that  "  before  Tobias  died,  he 
heard  of  tlie  destruction  of  Nineveh,  which  was  taken  by  Nebuchodooosor  the 
Babylonian,  and  Assuerus  the  Mcde,"  1  ob.  xiv.  15.  See  Dean  Prideaux'  Con- 
nection, at  the  year  612. 
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he  was  come  to  the  city  Mendess,  which  belonged  to  the 
kingdom  of  Josiah,  he  brought  an  army  to  hinder  him  from 
passing  through  his  own  country,  in  his  expedition  against 
the  Modes.  Now  Neco  sent  a  herald  to  Josiah,  and  told 
him,  that  **  he  did  not  make  this  expedition  against  him,  but 
was  makinof  haste  to  Euphrates;  and  desired  that  he  would 
not  provoke  liira  to  fight  against  him,  because  he  obstructed 
bis  march  to  the  place  whither  he  had  resolved  to  go,**  But 
Josiah  did  not  admit  of  this  advice  of  Neco*s,  but  put  him- 
self into  a  posture  to  hinder  him  from  his  intended  march, 
I  suppose  it  was  fate  that  pushed  him  on  to  this  conduct, 
that  it  might  take  an  occasion  against  him ;  for  as  he  was 
setting  his  army  in  array'',  and  rode  about  in  his  chariot, 
from  one  wing  of  his  army  to  another,  one  of  the  Egyptians 
shot  an  arrow  at  him,  and  put  an  end  to  his  eagerness  for 
fighting ;  for,  being  sorely  wounded,  he  commanded  a  retreat 
to  be  sounded  for  his  army,  and  returned  to  Jerui^alem,  and 
died  of  that  wound ;  and  was  magnificently  buried  in  the 
sepulchre  of  his  fathers,  when  he  bad  lived  thirty-nine  years, 
and  of  them  had  reigned  thirty  one.  But  all  the  people 
mourned  greatly  for  him,  lamenting  and  grieving  on  his 
account  many  days  ;  and  Jeremiah  the  prophet  composed  an 
elegy  to  lament  him',  which  is  extant  till  this  time  also. 
Moreover,  this  prophet  denounced  beforehand  the  sad 
calamities  that  were  coming  upon  the  city.  He  also  left  be- 
hind liim  in  writing  a  description  of  that  destruction  of  our 
nation  which  has  lately  happened  in  our  days,  and  the  taking 
of  Babylon ;  nor  was  he  the  only  prophet  who  delivered  such 
predictions  beforehand  to  the  multitude,  but  so  did  Ezekiel 
also,  who  was  the  first  person  that  wrote,  and  left  beliind  him 
in  writing  two  books,  concerning  these  events.  Now  these 
two  prophets  were  priests  by  birth,  but  of  them  Jeremiah 
dwelt  in  Jerusalem,  from  the  thirteenth  year  of  the  reign  of 
Josiah,  untd  the  city  and  temple  were  utterly  destroyed. 
However,  as  to  what  befell  this  prophet,  we  will  relate  it  in 
its  proper  place. 

2,  Upon  the  death  of  Josiah,  which  we  have  already 
mentioned,  his  son,  Jehoahaz  by  name,  took  the  kingdom, 
being  about  twenty-three  years  old*  He  reigned  in  Jeru- 
salem ;  and  his  mother  was  Hamutal,  of  the  city  Libnah. 
He  was  an  impious  man,  and  impure  in  his  course  of  life ; 

*  Thh  buttle  it  justly  ctteemed  Ihe  very  same  that  Herodotus.  B.  11.  $  166, 
mefjiion*,  when  he  says,  that  "  Necao  ioiaed  battle  \\ith  the  Syrians  [or  Jews]  at 
Mii^ctolum  [Megiddo,]  and  beat  thewi,*  as  Dr.  Hudfoa  here  obscrveH, 

'  Whether  Jo6ephus«  from  2  Chron.  %%xv.  25 ;  here  means  the  book  of  the  La- 
mentatiom  of  Jeremiah,  still  extant,  inrbich  chiefly  belongs  to  the  destruction  of 
Jerusalem  under  Nebuchadoenar,  or  to  any  other  like  TncTa.ncholy  poem  now  lo»*l» 
but  ei^iaot  iti  the  days  of  Josepbutj  belonging  peculiarly  to  Josiah,  caiinol  now  b« 
dfttrmined. 


572  ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS-    [book  x. 

but  as  the  king  of  Egypt  returned  from  the  battle,  he  sent 
for  Jehoahaz  to  come  to  him,  to  the  city  called  Hamath"', 
which  belongs  to  Syria ;  and  when  he  was  come,  he  put  him 
in  bands,  and  delivered  the  kingdom  to  a  brother  of  his,  by 
the  father's  side,  whose  name  was  Eliakim,  and  changed  his 
name  to  Jehoiaki'm,  and  laid  a  tribute  upon  the  land  of  a 
hundred  talents  of  silver,  and  a  talent  of  gold,  and  this  sum 
of  money  Jehoiakim  paid  by  way  of  tribute ;  but  Neco  carried 
away  Jehoahaz  into  Egypt,  where  he  died  when  he  had 
reigned  three  months  and  ten  days.  Now  Jeboiakim's 
mother  was  called  Zebudah,  of  the  city  Rumah.  He  was  of 
a  wicked  disposition,  and  ready  to  do  mischief:  nor  was 
he  either  religious  towards  God,  or  good-natured  towards 
men. 


CHAPTER  VI. 

How  Nebuchadnezzar^  when  he  had  conquered  the  ling  of 
Egypt,  made  an  expedition  against  the  Jews,  and  slew 
Jehoiakim,  and  made  Jehoiachtn  his  son  king, 

§  1.  Now  in  the  fourth  year  of  the  reign  of  Jehoiakim,  one 
whose  name  was  Nebuchadnezzar  took  the  government  over 
the  Babylonians,  who  at  the  same  time  went  up  with  a  great 
army  to  the  city  Carchemish,  which  was  at  Euphrates,  upon 
a  resolution  he  had  taken  to  fight  with  Neco  king  of  Egypt, 
under  whom  all  Syria  then  was.  And  when  Neco  understood 
the  intention  of  the  king  of  Babylon,  and  that  this  expedition 
was  made  against  him,  he  did  not  despise  his  attempt,  but 
made  haste  with  a  great  band  of  men  to  Euphrates  to  defend 
himself  from  Nebuchadnezzar;  and  when  they  had  joined 
battle,  he  was  beaten,  and  lost  many  ten  thousands  [of  his 
soldiers]  in  the  battle.  So  the  king  of  Babylon  passed  over 
Euphrates,  and  took  all  Syria,  as  far  as  Pelusium,  excepting 
Judea.  But  when  Nebuchadnezzar  had  already  reigned  four 
years,  which  was  the  eighth  of  Jehoiakim's  government  over 
the  Hebrews,  the  king  of  Babylon  made  an  expedition  with 
mighty  forces  against  the  Jews,  and  required  tribute  of 
Jehoiakim,  and  threatened  on  his  refusal  to  make  war  against 
him.  He  was  affrighted  at  his  threatening,  and  bought  his 
peace  with  money,  and  brought  the  tribute  he  was  ordered 
to  bring  for  three  years. 

2.  But  on  the  third  year,  upon  hearing  that  the  king  of 

"™  This  ancient  city  Haroatb,  which  is  joined  with  Arpad.  or  Aradus,  and  with 
Damascus,  2  Kings,  xviii.  34  ;  Isa.  xxzvi.  19  ;  Jer.  xlix.  23  ;  cities  of  Syria  and 
Phenicia,  near  the  borders  of  Judea,  was  also  itself  evidently  near  the  same  borders, 
though  long  ago  utterly  destroyed. 
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the  Babylonians  made  an  expedition  against  the  Egyptians, 
he  did  not  pay  his  tribute:  yet  was  he  disappointed  of  his 
hope,  for  the  Egyptians  durst  not  fight  at  this  time.     And 
hideed  the  prophet  Jeremiah  foretold  every  day,  how  vainly 
they  relied  on  their  liopes  from  Egypt,  and  how  the  city 
would  be  overthrown  by  the  king  of  ISabylon,  and  Jehoiakim 
the  king  wonld  be  subdued  by  him.     But  what  he  thus  spake 
proved  to  be  of  no  advantage  to  them,  because  there  were 
none  that  should  escape ;   for  both  the  multitude,  and  the 
rulers,  w  hen  they  heard  hmi,  had  no  concern  about  what  they 
heard,  but  being  displeased  at  what  was  said,  as  if  the  pro- 
phet were  a  diviner  against  the  king,  they  accused  Jeremiali 
and  bringing  him  before  the  court,  they  required  that  a  sen- 
tence and  a  punishment  might  be  given  against  him.     Now 
all  the  rest  gave  their  votes  for  his  condemnation,  but  the 
elders  refused,  who  prudently  sent  away  the  prophet  from 
the  court  [of  the  prison,]  and    persuaded  the  rest  to  do 
Jeremiali  no  harm  t  for  they  said,  that  "  he  was  not  the  only 
person  who  foretold  what  would  come  to  the  city,  but  that 
Micah  signified  the  same  before  him,  as  well  as  many  others, 
none  of  which  suffered  any  thing  of  the  kings  that  then 
reigned,  but  were  honoured  as  the  prophets  of  God/*     So 
they  mollified  the  multitude  with  these  words,  and  delivered 
Jeremiah  from  the  punishment  to  which  he  was  condemned. 
Now  when  this  prophet  had  written  all  his  prophecies,  and 
the  people  were  fasting,  and  assembled  at  the  temple,  on 
the  ninth  month  of  the  fifth  year  of  Jehoiakim,  he  read 
the  book  he  had  composed  of  his  ]>redictions,  of  what  was  to 
befall  the  city,  and  the  temple,  and  the  multitude.     And  when 
the  rulers  heard  of  it,  they  took  the  book  from  him,  and  bid 
him  and  Baruch  the  scribe  to  go  their  ways,  lest  they  should 
be  discovered  by  one  or  other;   but  they  carried  the  book, 
and  gave  it  to  the  king ;  so  he  gave  order,  in  the  presence  of 
his  friends,  that  his  scribe  should  take  it,  and  read  it.    When 
the  king  heard  what  it  contained,  he  was  angry,  and  tore  it, 
and  cast  it  into  the  fire,  were  it  was  consumed.     He  also 
commanded,  that  they  should  seek  for  Jeremiah  and  Baruch 
the    scribe,  and  bring  them    to  him,  that   they  might  be 
punished.     However,  they  escaped  his  angen 

3,  Now  a  httle  time  afterward,  the  king  of  Babylon  made 
an  expedition  against  Jehoiakim,  whom  he  received  [into  the 
city],  and  this  out  of  fear  of  the  foregoing  predictions  of 
this  prophet,  as  supposing  he  should  sufter  nothing  that 
was  terrible,  because  he  neither  shut  the  gates,  nor  fought 
against  him;  yet  when  he  was  come  into  the  city,  he  did  not 
observe  the  covenants  he  had  made,  but  he  slew  such  as 
were  in  the  flower  of  their  age,  and  such  as  w^ere  of  tlie 
greatest  dignity,  together  with  their  king  Jehoiakim,  whom 
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he  commanded  to  be  thrown  before  the  walls,  without  anjf 
burial ;  and  made  his  son  Jehoiachin  king  of  the  country, 
and  of  the  city:  he  also  took  the  principal  jiersons  in  dignity 
for  captives,  three  thousand  in  number,  and  led  them  away 
to  Babylon ;  among  which  was  the  prophet  Ezekiel,  wha 
was  then  but  young.  And  this  was  the  end  of  king  Jehoia- 
kira,  when  he  had  lived  thirty- six  years,  and  of  them  reigned 
eleven ;  but  Jehoiachin  succeeded  him  in  the  kingdom, 
whose  mother*s  name  was  Nehusta :  she  was  a  citisen  of 
Jerusalem.     He  reigned  three  months  and  ten  days. 


CHAPTER  VIL 


Thai  the  king  of  Babylon  repented  of  making  Jehoiachin 
kingf  and  took  him  away  to  Babylon ^  and  delivered  the 
kingdom  to  Zedekiah*  This  king  would  not  believe  what 
was  predicted  by  Jeremiah  and  Ezekiel,  but  joined  himself 
to  the  Egyptians ;  who,  when  they  came  into  Judea,  were 
vanquished  by  the  king  of  Babylon :  as  also  what  befell 
Jeremiah. 

§  1.  But  a  terror  seized  on  the  king  of  Babylon,  who  had 
given  the  kingdom  to  Jehoiachin,  and  that  immediately:  he 
was  afraid  that  he  should  bear  him  a  grudge,  because  of  hid 
killing  his  father,  and  thereupon  should  make  the  country 
revolt  from  him ;  wherefore  he  sent  an  army,  and  besieged 
Jehoiachin  in  Jerusalem:  but  because  he  was  of  a  gentle 
and  just  disposition,  he  did  not  desire  to  see  the  city  en- 
dangered on  his  account,  but  he  took  his  mother,  and 
delivered  them  to  the  commanders  sent  by  the  king  of 
Babylon,  and  accepted  of  their  oaths,  that  neither  should 
they  suiFer  any  harm,  nor  the  city ;  which  agreement  they 
did  net  observe  for  a  single  year,  for  the  king  of  Babylon 
did  not  keep  it,  but  gave  orders  to  his  generals  to  take  all 
that  were  in  the  city  captives,  both  the  youth  and  the  handle 
craftsmen,  and  bring  them  bound  to  him :  their  number  was 
ten  thousand  eight  hundred  and  thirty-two;  as  also  Jehoia- 
chin, and  his  mother  and  friends :  and  when  these  were 
brought  to  him,  he  kept  them  in  custody,  and  appointed 
Jehoiachin's  uncle  Zedekiah  to  be  king:  and  made  him 
take  an  oath,  that  he  would  certainly  keep  the  kingdom  for 
him,  and  make  no  innovation,  nor  have  any  league  of  friend- 
ship with  the  Egyptians. 

2.  Now  Zedekiah  was  twenty  and  one  years  old  when  he 
took  the  government :  and  had  the  same  mother  with  his 
brother  Jehoiakim,  but  was  a  despiser  of  justice,  and  of  his 
duty,  for  truly  those  of  the  same  age  with  him  were  wicked 
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about  hiaif  and  the  whole  multitude  did  what  unjust  and 
insolent  things  they  pleased  j  for  which  reason  the  prophet 
Jeremiah  came  often  to  hiro,  and  protested  to  him,  and 
insisted^  that  **  lie  must  leave  off  his  impieties  and  trans- 
gressions, and  take  care  of  what  w^as  right,  and  neither  give 
ear  to  the  rulers  (among  whom  were  wicked  men),  nor  give 
credit  to  their  false  prophets,  who  deluded  them,  as  if  the 
king  of  Babylon  would  make  no  more  war  against  them,  and 
as  if  the  Egyptians  would  make  war  against  him,  and  conquer 
him,  since  what  they  said  was  not  true,  and  the  events 
would  not  prove  such  [as  they  expected],'*  Now  as  to 
Zedekiah  himself,  while  he  heard  the  prophet  speak  he 
believed  him,  and  agreed  to  every  thing  as  true,  and  sup- 
posed it  was  for  his  advantage ;  but  then  his  friends  per- 
verted him,  and  dissuaded  him  from  what  the  prophet  advised, 
and  obliged  him  to  do  what  they  pleased.  Ezekiel  also 
foretold  in  Babylon  what  calamities  were  coming  upon  the 
people,  which  when  he  heard,  he  sent  accounts  of  them  unto 
Jerusalem;  but  Zedekiah  did  not  believe  their  prophecies, 
for  the  reason  following:  It  happened  that  the  two  prophets 
agreed  with  one  another  in  w^hat  they  said  as  in  all  other 
things,  that  the  city  should  be  taken,  and  Zedekiah  himself 
should  be  taken  captive  ;  but  Ezekiel  disagreed  with  him, 
and  said  that  **  Zedekiah  should  not  see  Babylon,''  while 
Jeremiah  said  to  him,  that  *Uhe  king  of  Babylon  should 
carry  him  away  thither  in  bonds,"  And  because  they  did 
not  both  say  the  same  thing  as  to  this  circumstance,  he  dis- 
believed what  they  both  appeared  to  agree  in,  and  condemned 
them  as  not  speaking  truth  therein,  although  all  the  things 
foretold  him  did  come  to  pass  according  to  their  prophecies, 
as  we  shall  show  upon  a  fitter  opportunity. 

3,  Now  when  Zedekiah  had  preserved  the  league  of 
mutual  assistance  he  had  made  with  the  Babylonians  for 
eight  years,  he  brake  it,  and  revolted  to  the  Egyptians,  in 
hopes,  by  their  assistance,  of  overcoming  the  Babylonians. 
"When  the  king  of  Babylon  knew  this,  he  made  war  against 
him :  he  laid  his  country  waste,  and  took  his  fortified  tow^ns, 
and  came  to  the  city  Jerusalem  itself  to  besiege  it.  But 
when  the  king  of  Egypt  heard  what  circumstances  Zedekiah 
his  ally  was  in,  he  took  a  great  army  with  him,  and  came 
into  Judea,  as  if  he  would  raise  the  siege;  upon  which  the 
king  of  Babylon  departed  from  Jerusalem,  and  met  the 
Egyptians,  and  joined  battle  with  them,  and  beat  them;  and 
when  he  had  put  them  to  flight,  he  pursued  them,  and  drove 
them  out  of  all  Syria.  Now  as  soon  as  the  king  of  Babylon 
was  departed  from  Jerusalem,  the  false  prophets  deceived 
Zedekiah,  and  said,  that  **  the  king  of  Babylon  would  not 
any  more  make  war  against  him  or  his  people,  nor  remove 
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them  out  of  their  own  country  into  Babylon;  and  that  those 
then  in  captivity  would  return,  with  all  those  vessels  of  the 
temple,  of  which  the  king  of  Babylon  had  despoiled  that 
temple."  But  Jeremiah  came  among  them,  and  prophesied 
what  contradicted  those  predictions,  and  what  proved  to  be 
rtruc,  that  **  they  did  ill,  and  deluded  the  king  ;  that  the 
Egyptians  would  be  of  no  advantage  to  them,  but  that  the 
king  of  Babylon  would  renew  the  war  against  Jerusalem, 
and  besiege  it  again,  and  would  destroy  the  people  by 
famine,  and  carry  away  those  that  remained  into  captivity^ 
and  would  take  away  what  they  had  as  spoils,  and  would 
carry  off  those  riches  that  were  in  the  temple ;  nay,  that, 
besides  this,  he  would  burn  it,  and  utterly  overthrow  the 
city,  and  that  they  should  serve  him  and  his  posterity 
seventy  years ;  that  then  the  Persians  and  the  Medes  should 
put  an  end  to  their  servitude,  and  overthrow  the  Babylonians, 
and  that  we  shall  be  dismissed,  and  return  to  this  land,  and 
rebuild  the  temple,  and  restore  Jerusalem "/'  Wlien  Jere- 
miah said  this,  the  greater  part  believed  him,  but  the  rulers, 
and  those  that  were  wicked,  despised  him,  as  one  disordered 
in  his  senses.  Now  he  had  resolved  to  go  elsewhere,  to  hU 
own  country,  which  was  called  Anathoth,  and  was  twenty 
furlongs  distant  from  Jerusalem ;  and  as  he  was  going,  one 
of  the  rulers  met  him,  and  seized  upon  him,  and  accused 
him  falsely,  as  tliough  he  were  going  as  a  deserter  to  the 
Babylonians;  but  Jeremiah  said,  that  he  accused  him  falsely, 
and  added,  that  he  was  only  going  to  his  own  country ;  but 
the  other  would  not  believe  him,  but  seized  upon  him,  and 
led  him  away  to  the  rulersi  and  laid  an  accusation  against 
him,  under  whom  he  endured  all  sorts  of  torments  and 
tortures,  and  was  reserved  to  be  punished;  and  this  was  the 
condition  he  was  in  for  some  time,  while  he  suffered  what  I 
have  already  described  unjustly, 

4.  Now  in  the  ninth  year  of  the  reign  of  Zedekiah,  on  the 
tenth  day  of  the  tenth  month,  the  king  of  Babylon  made  a 
second  expedition  against  Jerusalem,  and  lay  before  it 
eighteen  months,  and  besieged  it  with  the  utmost  applica- 
tion. There  came  upon  them  also  two  of  the  greatest  cala- 
mities at  the  same  time  that  Jerusalem  was  besieged,  a  fa- 
mine and  a  pestilential  distemper,  and  made  great  havoc 
of  them:  and  though  the  prophet  Jeremiah  was  in  prison, 
he  did  not  rest»  but  cried  out,  and  proclaimed  aloud,  and  ex- 
horted the  multitude  to  open  their  gates,  and  admit  the  king 

°  Josepbus  Bays  bere,  tliftt  Jeremiah  prophesied  not  only  of  tfa«  refttm  of  tlie 

Jew*  from  the  Uabylonian  captivity,  and  this  uodor  the  Persiaoa  and  ~ "    '         .  ia 
our  other  copies  ;  but  of  their  rebuilditig  the  temple,  aod  even  <bc  cr  n, 

which  do  not  appear  lq  our  copiea  under  his  name.  See  the  note  on  Aunu.  i^..  XL 
cha.f3^ 
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of  Babylon,  for  that  if  they  did  so,  they  should  be  preserved, 
and  their  whole  families,  but  if  they  did  not  so,  they  should 
be  destroyed  ;  and  he  foretold,  that  if  any  one  staid  in  the 
city,  he  should  certainly  perish  by  one  of  these  ways,  either 
be  consumed  by  the  famine,  or  slain  by  the  enemy *s  sword, 
but  that  if  he  would  fly  to  the  enemy  he  should  escape 
death  :  yet  did  not  these  rulers  who  heard  believe  him,  even 
when  tliey  were  in  the  midst  of  their  sore  calamities,  but 
they  came  to  the  king,  and,  in  their  anger,  informed  him 
what  Jeremiah  said,  and  accused  him,  and  complained  of  the 
prophet  as  of  a  madman,  and  one  that  disheartened  their 
minda,  and,  by  the  denunciation  of  miseries,  weakened  the 
alacrity  of  the  multitude,  who  were  otherwise  ready  to  ex- 
pose themselves  to  dangers  for  him,  and  for  their  country, 
while  he,  in  a  way  of  threatening,  warned  them  to  fly  to  the 
enemy,  and  told  them  that  the  city  should  certainly  be 
taken,  and  be  utterly  destroyed. 

5.  But  for  the  king  himself,  he  waa  not  at  all  irritated 
against  Jeremiah,  such  was  his  gentle  and  righteous  dispo- 
sition ;  yet  that  he  might  not  be  engaged  in  a  quarrel  with 
those  rulers  at  such  a  time,  by  opposing  what  they  intended, 
he  let  them  do  with  the  prophet  whatsoever  they  would: 
whereupon,  when  the  king  had  granted  them  such  a  per- 
mission, they  presently  came  into  the  prison  and  took  him, 
and  let  him  down  with  a  cord  into  a  pit  fidl  of  mire,  that  he 
might  be  suffocated,  and  die  of  himself  So  he  stood  up  to 
the  neck  in  the  mire,  which  was  all  about  hira,  and  so  con- 
tinued ;  but  there  was  one  of  the  king  s  servants,  who  was  in 
esteem  with  him,  an  Ethiopian  by  descent,  who  told  the 
king  what  a  state  the  prophet  was  in,  and  said,  that  his 
friends  and  his  rulers  had  done  evil  in  putting  the  prophet 
into  the  mire,  and  by  that  means  contriving  against  him  that 
he  should  suffer  a  death  more  bitter  than  that  by  his  bonds 
only*  When  the  king  heard  this  he  repented  of  his  having 
delivered  up  the  prophet  to  the  rulers,  and  bid  the  Ethi* 
opian  take  thirty  men  of  the  king's  guards,  and  cords  with 
them,  and  whatsoever  else  they  understood  to  be  necessary 
for  the  prophet^s  preservation,  and  to  draw  Ixim  up  immedi- 
ately. So  the  Ethiopian  took  the  men  he  was  ordered  to 
take,  and  drew  up  the  prophet  out  of  the  mire,  and  left  him 
at  liberty  [in  the  prison], 

6.  But  when  the  king  had  sent  to  call  him  privately,  and 
inquired  what  he  could  say  to  him  from  God,  which  might 
be  suitable  to  his  present  circumstances,  and  desired  him  to 
inform  hira  of  it,  Jeremiah  replied,  that  *'he  had  somewhat 
to  say ;"  but  he  said  withal,  **he  should  not  be  believed,  nor, 
if  he  admonished  tliem,  should  be  hearkened  to;  for,  said 
he,  thy  friends  have  determined  to  destroy  me,  as  though  1 
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had  been  guilty  of  some  wickedness:  and  where  are  now 
those  men  who  deceived  us,  and  said,  that  the  king  of  Ba- 
bylon would  not  come  and  fight  against  us  any  more  ?  but  I 
am  afraid  now  to  speak  the  truth,  lest  thou  shouldest  con*M 
demn  me  to  die/'     And  when   the  king  had  assured   himl 
upon  oath,  that  he  would  neither  himself  put  him  to  death, 
nor  deliver  him  up  to  the  rulers,  he  became  bold  upon  that 
assurance  that  was  given  him,  and  gave  him  this  advice; 
that  **  he  should  deliver  the  city  up  to  the  Babylonians  ;  and 
he  said,  that  it  was  God  that  prophesied  this  by  him,  that 
[he  must  do  so]  if  he  would  be  preserved,  and  escape  out  of  M 
tlie  danger  he  was  in,  and  that  then  neither  should  the  city  H 
fall  to  the  ground,  nor  should  the  temple  be  burned ;  but 
that  [if  he   disobeyed] »  he  would  be   the   cause  of  these 
miseries  coming  upon  the  citizens,  and  of  the  calamity  that 
would  befall  his  whole  house.**     When  the  king  heard  this, 
he  said,  that  *Vhe  would  willingly  do  what  he  persuaded  him 
to,  and  what  he  declared  would  be  to  his  advantage,  but 
that  he  was  afraid  of  those  of  his  own  country  that  bad 
fallen  away  to  the  Btibylonians,  lest  he  should  be  accused  by 
them  to  the  king  of  Babylon,  and  be  punished/'     But  the 
prophet  encouraged  him,  and  said,  *'  he  had  no  cause  to  fear 
such  punishment,  for  that  he  should  not  have  the  experience  Jl 
of  any  misfortune*  if  he  would  deliver  all  up  to  the  Baby*  B 
lonians,  neither  himself,  nor  his  children,  nor  his  wives,  and  " 
that  the  temple  should  then  continue  unhurt."     So  when 
Jeremiah  had  said  this,  the  king  let  him  go,  and  charged 
him,  "  to  betray  what  they  had  resolved  on  to  none  of  the 
citizens,  nor  to  tell  any  of  these  matters  to  any  of  the  rulers, 
if  they  should  have  learned  that  he  had  been  sent  for,  and 
should  inquire  of  him  what  it  was  that  he  was  sent  for,  and 
what  he  had  said  to  him  ;  but  to  pretend  to  them,  that  he 
besought  him  that  he  might  not  be  kept  in  bonds  and  in 
prison."      And  indeed  he  said  so  to  them,  lor  they  came 
to  the  prophet,  and  asked  him,  what  advice  it  was  that  he 
came  to  give  the  king  relating  to  them :  and  thus  I  have 
finished  what  concerns  this  matter. 


I 


CHAPTER  VIIL 

How  the  king  of  Babylon  took  Jerusalem  and  burnt  ike- 
iemple,  and  removed  the  people  of  Jerusalem,  and  Zrde- 
kiah,  to  Babylon,  As  also,  who  they  were  that  had  sue- 
ceeded  in  the  high-priesthood  under  the  kings* 

f  K  Now  the  king  of  Babylon  was  very  intent  and  earnest 
upon  the  siege  of  Jerusalem  j  and  he  erected  towers  upon 
great  banks  of  earth,  and  from  them  repelled  those  tWt 
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r  Btood  upon  the  walls  :  he  also  made  a  great  number  of  such 
r  banks  round  about  the  whole  eity,  whose  height  was  equal 
I  to  those  walls.     However,  those  that  were  witiiin  bnre  the 
V  Biege    with   courage    and    alacrity,   for   they  were  not  dis- 
i  couraged,  either  by  the  famine,  or  by  the  pestilential  dis- 
I  temper,  but  were  of  cheerful  minds  in  the  prosccuticm  of  the 
I  vrar,  although  those  miseries  within  oppressed  tliem  also; 
I  and  they  did  not  suffer  themselves  to  be  terrified,  either  by 
I  the  contrivances  of  the  enemy,  or  by  their  engines  of  war, 
[  but  contrived  still  different  engines  to  oppose  all  the  other 
I  withal,  till  indeed  there  seemed  to  be  an  entire  struggle  be- 
I  tween  the  Babylonians,  and  the  people  of  Jerusalem,  which 
'  had  the  greater  sagacity  and  skill;  the  former  party  sup- 
posing they  should  be  thereby  too  hard  for  the  other,  for 
the  destruction  of  the  city  ;  the  latter  placing  their  hopes  of 
deliverance  in  nothing  else  but  in  persevering  in  such  inven- 
tions in  opposition  to  the  other,  as  might  demonstrate  the 
enemies'  engines  were  useless  to  them.     And  this  siege  they 
endured  for  eighteen  months,  until  they  were  destroyed  by 
the  famine,  and  by  the  darts  which  the  enemy  threw  at 
them  from  the  towers. 

^.  Now  the  city  was  taken  in  the  ninth  day  of  the  fourth 
month,  in  the  eleventh  year  of  the  reign  of  Zedekiah.  I'hey 
were  indeetl  only  generals  of  the  king  of  Babylon,  to  whom 
Nebuchadnezzar  committed  the  care  of  the  siege,  for  he 
abode  himself  in  the  city  of  Riblah.  The  names  of  these 
generals  who  ravaged  and  subdued  Jerusalem,  if  any  one 
desire  to  know  them,  were  these,  Nergal  Sharezer,  Samgar 
Nebo,  Rabsaris,  Sarsechim,  and  Rabmag.  And  w^hen  the 
city  was  taken  about  midnight,  and  the  enemies*  generals 
were  entered  into  the  temple,  and  when  Zedekiah  was  sens- 
ible of  it,  he  took  his  wuves  and  his  children,  and  his  cup- 
tains  and  his  friends,  and  with  them  fled  out  of  the  city, 
through  the  fortified  ditch,  and  through  the  desert :  and 
when  certain  of  the  deserters  had  informed  the  Babylonians 
of  this,  at  break  of  day,  they  made  haste  to  pursue  after 
Zedekiah,  and  overtook  him  not  far  from  Jericho,  and  en- 
compassed him  about;  but  for  those  friends  and  captains  of 
Zedekiah  who  had  fled  out  of  the  city  with  him,  when  they 
saw  their  enemies  near  them,  they  left  him  and  dispersed 
themselves,  some  one  way  and  some  another,  and  every  one 
resolved  to  save  himself;  so  the  enemy  took  Zedekiah  alive, 
when  he  was  deserted  by  all  but  a  few^  with  his  children  and 
his  wives,  and  brought  him  to  the  king*  When  he  was 
come,  Nebuchadnezzar  began  to  call  him  '*a  wicked  wretch* 
and  a  covenant-breaker,  and  one  that  had  forgotten  his 
former  words,  when  he  promised  to  keep  the  country  for 
him.    He  also  reproached  hmi  for  his  ingratitude,  that  when 
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he  had  received  the  kingdom  from  him,  who  had  taken  it 
from  Jehoiachin,  and  given  it  him,  he  had  made  use  of  the 
power  he  gave  him  against  him  that  gave  it ;  '*  but,"  said  he, 
**  God  is  great,  who  hateth  that  conduct  of  thine,  and  hath 
brought  thee  under  us."  And  when  he  had  used  these 
words  to  Zedekiah,  he  commanded  his  sons  and  his  friends 
to  be  slain,  while  Zedekiah  and  the  rest  of  the  captains 
looked  on,  after  which  he  put  out  the  eyes  of  Zedekiah,  and 
bound  him,  and  carried  him  to  Babylon.  And  these  things 
happened  to  him '',  as  Jeremiah  and  Ezekiel  had  foretold  to 
him,  that  he  should  be  caught,  and  brought  before  the  king 
of  Babylon,  and  should  speak  to  him  face  to  face,  and 
should  see  his  eyes  with  his  own  eyes ;  and  thus  far  did 
Jeremiah  prophesy  ;  but  he  was  also  made  blind,  and 
brought  to  Babylon,  but  did  not  see  it,  according  to  the 
prediction  of  Ezekiel. 

3.  We  have  said  thus  much,  because  it  was  sufficient  to 
show  the  nature  of  God  to  such  as  are  ignorant  of  it,  that  it 
is  various,  and  acts  many  different  ways,  and  that  all  events 
happen  after  a  regular  manner,  in  their  proper  season,  and 
that  it  foretells  what  must  come  to  pass.  It  is  also  sufficient 
to  show  the  ignorance  and  incredulity  of  men,  whereby  they 
are  not  permitted  to  foresee  any  thing  that  is  future,  and 
are,  without  any  guard,  exposed  to  calamities,  so  that  it  is 
impossible  for  them  to  avoid  the  experience  of  those 
calamities, 

4.  And  after  this  manner  have  the  kings  of  David's  race 
ended  their  lives,  being  in  number  twenty-one,  until  the  last 
king,  who  all  together  reigned  five  hundred  and  fourteen 
years,  and  six  months,  and  ten  days ;  of  whom  Saul,  who 
was  their  first  king,  retained  the  government  twenty  years, 
though  he  was  not  of  the  same  tribe  with  the  rest. 

5.  And  now  it  was  that  the  king  of  Babylon  sent  Neba- 
zaradan,  the  general  of  his  army,  to  Jerusalem,  to  pillage 
the  temple,  who  had  it  also  in  command  to  burn  it  and  the 
royal  palace,  and  to  lay  the  city  even  with  the  ground,  and 
to  transplant  the  people  into  Babylon.  Accordingly,  he 
came  to  Jerusalem  in  the  eleventh  year  of  king  Zedekiah, 
and  pillaged  the  temple,  and  carried  out  the  vessels  of  God, 
both  gold  and  silver,  and  particularly  that  large  laver  which 
Solomon  dedicated,  as  also  the  pillars  of  brass,  and  their 
chapiters,  with  the  golden  tables  and  the  candlesticks ;  and 

*»  This  observation  of  Josephus  about  the  seeming  disagreement  of  Jeremiah, 
ch.  xxxii.  4.  and  xxxiv.  3,  and  Ezek.  xii.  13,  but  real  agreement  at  last,  concerning 
the  fate  of  Zedekiah,  is  very  true,  and  very  remarkable.  See  ch.  vii.  §  2.  Nor  is 
it  at  all  "nlikely  that  the  courtiers  and  false  prophets  mi^ht  make  use  of  this  seem- 
ing contradiction  to  dissuade  Zedekiah  from  believing  either  of  those  prophets,  as 
Josephus  here  intimates  he  was  dissuaded  thereby. 
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when  he  had  carried  these  off,  he  set  fire  to  the  temple  in 

the  fifth  montJi,  the  first  day  of  the  month,  in  the  eleventh 
year  of  the  reign  of  Zedekiah,  and  in  the  eighteenth  year  of 
Nebuchadnezzar:  he  also  burnt  the  palace,  and  overthrew 
the  city.  Now  the  temple  was  burnt  four  hundred  and 
seventy  years,  six  months,  and  ten  days,  after  it  was  built. 
It  was  then  one  thousand  and  sixty-two  years,  six  monthsj 
and  ten  days,  from  the  departure  out  of  Egypt;  and  from 
the  deluge  to  the  destruction  of  the  Icmple,  the  whole  inter- 
val was  one  thousand  nine  hundred  and  fifty-seven  years, 
sis  months,  and  ten  days  ;  but  from  the  generation  of  Adam, 
until  this  befell  the  temple,  there  were  three  thousand  five 
hundred  and  thirteen  years,  six  months,  and  ten  days;  so 
great  was  the  number  of  years  hereto  belonging.  And  what 
actions  were  done  during  these  years,  we  have  particularly 
related.  But  the  general  of  the  Babylonian  ting  now  over- 
threw the  city  to  the  very  foundations,  and  removed  all  the 
people,  and  took  for  prisoners  the  high-priest  Seraiah,  and 
Zephaniah  the  priest  that  was  next  to  him,  and  the  rulers 
that  guarded  the  temple,  who  were  three  in  number,  and 
the  eunuch  who  was  over  the  armed  men,  and  seven  friends 
of  Zedekiah,  and  his  scribe,  and  sixty  other  rulers ;  all 
which,  together  with  the  vessels  they  had  pillaged,  he  carried 
to  the  king  of  Babylon  to  Riblah,  a  city  of  Syria.  So  the 
king  commanded  the  heads  of  the  high-priest  and  of  the 
rulers  to  be  cut  off  there ;  but  he  himself  led  all  the  captives, 
and  Zedekiah,  to  Babylon.  He  also  led  Josedek  the  high- 
priest  away  bound.  He  was  the  son  of  Seraiah  the  high* 
priest,  whom  the  king  of  Babylon  had  slain  in  lliblah,  a  city 
of  Syria,  as  we  just  now  related. 

G.  And  now,  because  we  have  enumerated  the  succession 
of  the  kings,  and  who  they  were,  and  how  long  they  reigned, 
I  think  it  necessary  to  set  down  the  names  of  the  high* 
priests,  and  who  they  were  that  succeeded  one  another  in 
tlie  high-priesthood  under  the  kings.  The  first  hioh-priest 
then  at  the  temple  which  Solomon  built,  was  Zadok ;  after 
him  his  son  Achimas  received  that  dignity  ;  after  Achimas 
was  Azarias  ;  his  son  was  Joram,  and  Joram's  son  was  !sus; 
after  him  was  Axioramus ;  his  son  was  Pludeas,  and  Phideas*s 
Kon  was  Sudeas,  and  Sudeas*s  son  was  Juelus,  and  JuelusVson 
was  Jotham,  and  Jotham's  son  was  Urias,  and  Urias's  son 
was  Nerias,  and  Nerias's  son  was  Odeas,  and  his  son  was 
Sallumus,  and  Sallumus's  son  was  Elcias,  and  his  son  [was 
Azarias,  and  his  son]  was  Sareas  p,  and  his  son  was  Josadoc, 


P  I  liave  here  inserted  in  brackets  lliia  high-priest  Atarias,  though  he  beomittetl 
in  «ll  Jo«ephus'«  copies^  out  of  the  Jewish  chrooicte,  Seder  OUm^of  how  Httle  tin- 
thorily  soever  I  generally  esteem  such  late  Rabbinical  histonaD&,  hecau&e  we  kauw 
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who  was  carried  captive  to  Babylon.    All  these  received  the 
high-priesthood  by  succession,  the  sons  from  their  father. 

7.  When  the  king  was  come  to  Babylon,  he  kept  Zede- 
kiah  in  prison  until  he  died,  and  buried  him  magnificentlyi 
and  dedicated  the  vessels  be  had  pillaged  out  of  the  temple 
of  Jerusalem  to  his  own  gods,  and  planted  the  people  in  the 
country  of  Babylon,  but  freed  the  high-priest  from  hia 
bonds. 


CHAPTER  IX. 

How  Nebuzaradan  set  Gedaliah  over  the  Jews  that  were 
left  in  Judea^  which  Gedaliah  was  a  little  afterward  slain 
by  Ishmael :  and  how  Johanan,  after  Ishmael  was  driven 
away^  went  down  into  Egypt  with  the  people  ;  which  peo- 
pie  rfebuchadneszar,  when  he  made  an  expedition  against 
the  Egyptians^  took  captive^  and  brought  them  away  to 
Babylon. 

%  1.  Now  the  general  of  the  army,  Nebuzaradan,  when  he 
had  carried  the  people  of  the  Jews  into  captivity,  left  the 
poor,  and  those  that  had  deserted,  in  the  country,  and  made 
one,  whose  name  was  Gedaliah,  the  son  of  Ahikam,  a  per- 
son of  a  noble  family,  their  governor ;  which  Gedaliah  was 
of  a  gentle  and  righteous  disposition.  He  also  commanded 
them  that  they  should  cultivate  the  ground,  and  pay  an  ap- 
pointed tribute  to  the  king.  He  also  took  Jeremiah  the 
prophet  out  of  prison,  and  would  have  persuaded  him  to  go 
along  with  him  to  Babylon,  for  that  he  had  been  enjoined 
by  the  king  to  supply  him  with  whatsoever  he  wanted ;  and 
if  he  did  not  like  to  do  so,  he  desired  him  to  inform  him 
where  he  resolved  to  dwell,  that  he  might  signify  the  same 
to  the  king  :  but  the  prophet  had  no  mind  to  follow  him,  nor 
to  dwell  any  where  else,  but  would  gladly  live  in  the  ruins  of 
his  country,  and  in  the  miserable  remains  of  it.  When  the 
general  understood  what  his  purpose  was,  he  enjoined 
Gedaliah,  whom  he  left  behind,  to  take  all  possible  care  of 
him,  and  to  supply  him  with  whatsoever  he  wanted  :  so 
when  he  had  given  him  rich  presents,  he  dismissed  him. 
Accordingly,  Jeremiah  abode  in  a  city  of  that  country,  which 
was  called  Mispah ;  and  desired  of  Nebuzaradan,  that  he 
would  set  at  Hberty  his  disciple  Baruch**,  the  son  of  Neriah, 

from  Josephus  himself,  that  the  number  of  the  high' priests  belonging  to  this  inter- 
val was  eighteen,  Antiq.  D.  XX.  ch.  x.  whereas  bis  copies  have  here  but  seventeen. 
1  or  this  character  of  Baruch,  the  son  of  Neriah,  and  the  genuineness  of  hit 
book,  that  stands  now  in  our  Apocrypha,  and  that  it  is  really  a  canonical  book, 
and  tn  appendix  to  Jeremiah,  see  Authent.  Rec.  part  I.  pag«  1^11. 
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one  of  a  very  eminent  family,  and  exceeding  skilful  in  the 

language  of  his  country, 

2.  VVhen  Nebuztiradan  had  done  thus,  he  made  haste  to 
Babylon :  but  as  to  those  that  fled  away  during  the  siege  of 
Jerusalem,  and  had  been  scattered  over  the  country,  when 
they  heard  that  the  Babylonians  were  gone  away»  and  had 
left  a  remnant  in  the  land  of  Jerusalem,  and  those  such  as 
were  to  cultivate  the  same,  they  came  together  from  all 
parts  to  Gedaliah  to  Mispah.  Now  the  rulers  that  were 
over  them  were  Johanan,  the  son  of  Kareah,  and  Jezanitih, 
and  Seraiah,  and  others  beside  them,  Now  there  was  of  the 
royal  family  one  Ishmael,  a  wicked  man,  and  very  crafty, 
who,  during  the  siege  of  Jerusalem,  fled  to  Baalis,  the  king 
of  the  Ammonites,  and  abode  with  him  during  that  time: 
and  Gedaliah  persuaded  them,  now  they  were  there,  to  stay 
with  him,  and  to  have  no  fear  of  the  Babylanians,  for  that  if 
they  would  cultivate  the  country,  they  should  suffer  no 
harm.  This  he  assured  them  of  by  oath  ;  and  said,  that 
they  should  have  him  for  their  patron,  and  that  if  any  dis- 
turbance should  arise,  they  should  find  him  ready  to  defend 
them*  He  also  advised  them  to  dwell  in  any  city,  as  every 
one  of  them  pleased  ;  and  that  they  would  send  men  along 
with  his  own  servants,  and  rebuild  their  houses  upon  the 
old  foundations,  and  dwell  there  :  and  he  admonished  them 
beforehand,  that  they  should  make  preparation,  while  the 
season  lasted,  of  corn,  and  wine,  and  oil,  that  they  might 
have  wdiereon  to  feed  during  the  winter.  When  he  had 
thus  discoursed  to  them,  he  dismissed  them,  that  every  one 
might  dwell  in  what  place  of  the  country  he  pleased, 

5<  Now  when  this  report  was  spread  abroad  as  far  as  the 
nations  that  bordered  on  Judea,  tliat  Gedaliah  kindly  en- 
tertained th€>se  that  came  to  him,  after  they  had  fled  away, 
upon  this  [only]  condition,  that  they  should  pay  tribute  to 
the  king  of  Babylon,  they  also  came  readily  to  Gedaliah, 
and  inhabited  the  country.  And  when  Johanan,  and  the 
rulers  that  were  with  him,  observed  the  country,  and  the 
humanity  of  Gedaliah,  they  were  exceedingly  in  love  with 
him,  and  told  him  that  Baalis,  the  king  of  the  Ammonites, 
had  sent  Ishmael  to  kill  him  by  treachery,  and  secretly,  that 
he  might  have  the  dominion  over  the  Israelites,  as  being  of 
the  royal  family  ;  and  they  said,  that  he  might  deliver  him- 
self from  this  treacherous  design,  if  he  would  give  them 
leave  to  slay  Ishmael,  and  nobody  should  know  it,  for  they 
told  him  they  were  afraid  that  when  he  was  killed  by  the 
other,  the  entire  ruin  of  the  remaining  strength  of  the 
Israelites  would  ensue  :  but  he  professed,  that  '*  he  did  not 
believe  what  they  said,  when  they  told  him  of  such  a 
treacherous  design,  in  a  man  that  had  been  well  treated  by 
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him ;  because  it  was  not  probable  that  one  who,  under  such 
a  want  of  all  things,  had  failed  of  nothing  that  was  neces- 
sary for  him,  should  be  found  so  wicked  and  ungrateful 
towards  his  benefactor,  that  when  it  would  be  an  instance 
of  wickedness  in  him  not  to  save  him,  had  he  been  treacher- 
ously assaulted  by  others,  to  endeavour,  and  that  earnestly, 
to  kill  him  with  his  own  hand  :  that,  however,  if  he  ought 
to  suppose  this  information  to  be  true,  it  was  better  for 
himself  to  be  slain  by  the  other,  than  destroy  a  man  who 
ned  to  him  for  refuge,  and  intrusted  his  own  safety  to  him, 
and  committed  himself  to  his  disposal." 

4.  So  Johanan,  and  the  rulers  that  were  with  him,  not 
being  able  to  persuade  Gedaliah,  went  away :  but  after  the 
interval  of  thirty  days  was  over,  Ishmael  came  again  to 
Gedaliah,  to  the  city  Mispah,  and  ten  men  with  him ;  and 
when  he  had  feasted  Ishmael,  and  those  that  were  with  him, 
in  a  splendid  manner  at  his  table,  and  had  given  them  pre- 
sents, he  became  disordered  in  drink,  while  he  endeavoured 
to  be  very  merry  with  them  ;  and  when  Ishmael  saw  him  in 
that  case,  and  that  he  was  drowned  in  his  cups  to  the 
degree  of  insensibility,  and  fallen  asleep,  he  rose  up  on  a 
sudden,  with  his  ten  friends,  and  slew  Gadaliah  and  those 
that  were  with  him  at  the  feast;  and  when  he  had  slain 
them,  he  went  out  by  night,  and  slew  all  the  Jews  that  were 
in  the  city,  and  those  soldiers  also  which  were  left  therein 
by  the  Babylonians  :  but  the  next  day  fourscore  men  came 
out  of  the  country  with  presents  to  Gedaliah,  none  of  them 
knowing  what  had  befallen  him ;  when  Ishmael  saw  them, 
he  invited  them  in  to  Gedaliah,  and  when  they  were  come 
in,  he  shut  up  the  court,  and  slew  them,  and  cast  their  dead 
bodies  down  into  a  certain  deep  pit,  that  they  might  not  be 
seen ;  but  of  these  fourscore  men  Ishmael  spared  those  that 
entreated  him  not  to  kill  them,  till  they  had  delivered  up  to 
him  what  riches  they  had  concealed  in  the  fields,  consisting 
of  their  furniture,  and  garments,  and  corn :  but  he  took 
captive  the  people  that  were  in  Mispah,  with  their  wives  and 
children  ;  among  whom  were  the  daughters  of  king  Zede- 
kiah,  whom  Nebuzaradan,  the  general  of  the  army  of  Baby- 
lon, had  left  with  Gedaliah  :  and  when  he  had  done  this,  he 
came  to  the  king  of  the  Ammonites. 

5.  But  when  Johanan  and  the  rulers  with  him  heard  of 
what  was  done  at  Mispah  by  Ishmael,  and  of  the  death  of 
Gedaliah,  they  had  indignation  at  it,  and  every  one  of  them 
took  his  own  armed  men,  and  came  suddenly  to  fight  with 
Ishmael,  and  overtook  him  at  the  fountain  in  Hebron :  and 
when  those  that  were  carried  away  captives  by  Ishmael  saw 
Johanan  and  the  rulers,  they  were  very  glad,  and  looked 
upon  them  as  coming  to  their  assistance ;  so  they  left  him 
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that  had  carried  them  captives,  and  came  over  to  Johanan  : 
then  Ishmael,  with  eight  men,  fled  to  the  king  of  the  Am- 
monites ;  but  Johanan  took  those  whom  he  had  rescued  out 
of  the  hands  of  Ishmael,  and  the  eunuchs,  and  their  wives 
and  children,  and  came  to  a  certain  place  ca'ed  Mandra, 
and  there  they  abode  that  day,  for  they  hatl  determined  to 
remove  from  thence,  and  to  go  into  Egypt,  out  of  fear  lest 
the  Babylonians  should  slay  tliem,  in  case  they  continued  in 
the  country,  and  that  out  of  anger  at  tlie  slaughter  of  Ge- 
daliah,  wlio  had  been  by  them  set  over  it  for  governor. 

6.  Now  while  they  were  under  this  deliberation,  Johanan, 
the  son  of  Kareah,  and  the  rulers  that  were  with  him,  came 
to  Jeremiah  the  prophet,  and  desired  that  he  would  pray  to 
God,  that  because  they  were  at  an  utter  loss  about  what 
they  ought  to  do,  he  would  discover  it  to  them,  and  they 
eware  that  they  would  do  whatsoever  Jeremiah  should  say 
to  them :  and  when  the  prophet  said  he  would  be  their  in* 
tercessor  with  God,  it  came  to  pass,  that  after  ten  days 
God  appeared  to  him,  and  said,  "  that  he  should  inform 
Johauan  and  the  other  rulers^  and  all  the  people,  that  he 
would  be  with  them  while  they  continued  in  that  country, 
and  take  care  of  them,  and  keep  them  from  being  hurt  by 
the  Babylonians,  of  whom  they  were  afraid,  but  that  he 
would  desert  them  if  they  M'ent  into  Egypt;  and,  out  of  his 
wrath  against  them,  would  inflict  the  same  punishments 
upon  them  which  they  knew  their  brethren  had  already 
endured/'  So  when  the  prophet  had  informed  Johanan  and 
the  people  that  God  had  foretold  these  things,  he  was  not 
believed,  when  he  said  that  God  commanded  them  to  con- 
tinue in  that  country ;  but  they  imagined  that  he  said  so  to 
gratify  Baruch,  his  own  disciple,  and  belied  God,  and  that 
he  persuaded  them  to  stay  there,  that  they  might  be  de- 
stroyed by  the  Babylonians.  Accordingly,  both  the  people 
and  Johauan  disobeyed  the  counsel  of  God,  which  he  gave 
them  by  the  prophet,  and  removed  into  Egypt,  and  carried 
Jeremiah  and  Baruch  along  with  them. 

7.  And  ivhen  they  were  there,  God  signified  to  the  pro- 
phet, that  the  king  of  Babylon  was  about  making  an  expe- 
dition against  the  Egyptians,  and  commanded  him  to  foretell 
to  the  people  that  Egypt  should  be  taken,  and  the  king  of 
Babylon  should  slay  some  of  them,  and  should  take  others 
captive,  and  bring  them  to  Babylon ;  which  things  came  to 
pass  accordingly :  for  on  the  fifth  year  after  the  destruction 
of  Jerusalem,  which  was  the  twenty-third  of  the  reign  of 
Nebuchadnezzar,  he  made  an  expedition  against  Celesyria; 
and  when  he  had  possessed  himself  of  it,  he  made  war 
against  the  Ammonites  and  Moabites ;  and  when  he  had 
brought  all  those  nations  under  subjection,  he  fell  upon 
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Egypt,  in  order  to  overthrow  it;  and  he  8lew  the  king  that 
then  reigned  %  and  set  up  another ;  and  he  took  those  Jews 
that  were  there  captives,  and  led  them  away  to  Babylon* 
And  such  was  the  end  of  the  nation  of  the  Hebrewsi  as  it 
hath  been  delivered  down  to  us,  it  having  twice  gone  beyond 
Euphrates;  for  the  people  of  the  ten  tribcis  were  carried 
out  of  Samaria  by  the  Assyrians,  in  the  days  of  king 
Hoshea :  after  which  the  people  of  the  two  tribes  that  re- 
mained after  Jerusalem  was  taken  [were  carried  away]  by 
Nebuchadnezzar,  the  king  of  Babylon  and  Chaldea.  Now 
as  to  Schalmanezer,  he  removed  the  Israelites  out  of  their 
country,  and  placed  therein  the  nation  of  the  Cutheans, 
who  had  formerly  belonged  to  the  inner  parts  of  Persia  and 
Media,  but  were  then  called  Samaritans,  by  taking  the 
name  of  the  country  to  which  they  were  removed ;  but  the 
king  of  Babylon,  who  brought  out  the  two  tribes',  placed 
no  other  nation  in  their  country,  by  which  means  all  Judea 
and  Jerusalem,  and  the  temple,  continued  to  be  a  desert  for 
seventy  years :  but  the  entire  interval  of  time  which  passed 
from  the  captivity  of  the  Israelites,  to  the  carrying  away  of 
the  two  tribes,  proved  to  be  a  hundred  and  thirty  years,  six 
months,  and  ten  days. 


CHAPTER  X. 

Concerning  Daniel,  and  what  befell  him  at  Babylon. 

%  1.  But  now  Nebuchadnezzar*  king  of  Babylon,  took  some 
of  the  most  noble  of  the  Jews  that  were  children,  and  the 
kinsmen  of  Zedekiah  their  king,  such  as  were  remarkable 
for  the  beauty  of  their  bodies,  and  the  comeliness  of  their 
countenances,  and  delivered  them  into  the  hands  of  tutors, 
and  to  the  improvement  to  be  made  by  them.  He  also 
made  some  of  them  to  be  eunuchs ;  whioh  course  he  took 
also  with  those  of  other  nations  whom  he  had  taken  in  the 
flower  of  their  age,  and  afforded  them  their  diet  from  his 
own  table,  and  had  them  instructed  in  the  institutes  of  the 


'  Herodotus  says,  this  kine  of  Egypt  [Pharaoh  Hophra,  or  Apries]  was  slain  by 
the  Egyptians,  as  Jeremiah  foi-ctold  his  slaughter  by  his  enemies,  Jer.  xliv.  29,  30, 
and  that  as  a  sign  of  the  destruction  of  Egypt  [by  Nebuchadnezzar].  Josephos 
•ays,  this  king  was  slain  by  Nebuchadnezzar  himself. 

*  We  see  hero  that  Judea  was  left  in  a  manner  desolate  after  the  captivity  of  the 
two  tribes,  and  was  not  repeopled  with  foreign  colonies,  perhaps  as  an  iodicatioa 
of  Providence  that  the  Jews  were  to  repeople  it  without  opposition  themselves.  1 
also  esteem  the  later  and  present  desolate  condition  of  the  same  country,  without 
being  repeopled  by  foreign  colonies,  to  be  a  like  indication,  that  the  same  Jewa 
are  hereafter  to  repeople  it  again  themselves,  at  their  so  long  expected  future 
ftstoration. 
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country,  and  taught  the  learning  of  the  Chaldeans;  and 
they  had  now  exercised  themselves  sufficiently  in  that 
wisdom  which  he  had  ordered  they  should  apply  themselves 
to.  Now  among  these  were  four  of  the  family  of  Zedekiah, 
of  most  excellent  dispositions;  the  one  of  whom  was  called 
Daniel,  another  was  called  Ananias,  another  Misael,  and  the 
fourth  Azarias:  and  the  king  of  Babylon  changed  their 
names,  and  commanded  that  they  should  make  use  of  other 
names:  Daniel  he  called  Baltasar;  Ananias,  fShadrach; 
Misael,  Meshach ;  and  Azarias,  Ahednego,  These  the 
king  had  in  esteem,  and  continued  to  love,  because  of  the 
very  excellent  temper  they  were  of^  and  because  of  their 
appiicatioii  to  learning,  and  the  progress  they  had  made  in 
wisdom. 

2,  Now  Daniel  and  his  kinsmen  had  resolved  to  use  a 
severe  diet,  and  to  abstain  from  those  kinds  of  food  which 
came  from  the  king's  table,  and  entirely  to  forbear  to  eat  of 
all  living  creatures  ;  so  he  came  to  Ashpenaz,  who  was  that 
eunuch  to  whom  the  care  of  tliem  was  committed*,  and 
desired  him  to  take  and  spend  wliat  was  brought  for  them 
from  the  king,  but  to  give  them  pulse  and  dates  for  their 
food,  and  any  thing  else*  besides  the  flesh  of  living  creatures, 
that  he  pleased,  for  that  their  inclinations  were  to  that  sort 
of  food,  and  that  they  despised  the  other.  He  replied,  that 
he  was  ready  to  serve  them  in  what  they  desired,  but  he 
suspected  that  they  would  be  discovered  by  the  king,  from 
their  meagre  bodies,  and  the  alteration  of  their  countenances ; 
because  it  could  not  be  avoided  but  their  bodies  and  colours 
must  be  changed  with  their  diet,  especially  while  they  would 
be  clearly  discovered  by  the  finer  appearance  of  the  other 
children,  who  would  fare  better,  and  thus  they  should  bring 
him  in  danger,  and  occasion  him  to  be  punished;  yet  did 
they  persuade  Arioch»  who  was  thus  fearful,  to  give  them 
what  food  they  desired  fur  ten  days,  by  way  of  trial;  and  in 
case  the  habit  of  their  bodies  were  not  altered,  to  go  on  in 
the  same  way,  as  expecting  that  they  should  not  be  hurt 
thereby  afterwards ;  but  if  he  saw  them  look  meagre,  and 
worse  than  the  rest,  he  should  reduce  them  to  their  former 
diet.  Now  when  it  appeared  that  they  were  so  far  from 
becoming  worse  by  tlie  use  of  this  food,  tliat  they  grew 
plumper  and  fuller  in  body  than  the  rest,  insomuch,  tliat  he 
thought  those  who  fed  on  what  came  from  the  king's  table 


^  That  Daniel  wis  icisde  one  of  these  eunuchs  of  which  Isaiah  prophesied,  Isa« 
jiivix.  7 1,  and  the  three  children  his  compsoiotis  also,  seetns  lo  me  phici,  both  here 
in  Jtisephua,  and  in  our  copies  of  Daniel,  Dan*  i.  3.  6,  7^ — 1 1 .  Iti,  although  it  must 
be  granted,  that  some  roamoditersoos,  that  had  children,  were  somelinies  called 
eunuchi,  in  &  general  acceptnloD  for  courtiers,  on  account  thai  &q  many  of  th« 
ancient  courtiers  were  real  eunuchs.    Bee  Geo.  x%%ix*  L 
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seemed   less   plump  and  full,  while  those  that  were  with 
Daniel  looked  as  if  they  had  lived  in  plenty,  and  in  all  sorts  of 
luxury;  Arioch,  from  that  time,  securely  took  himself  what 
the  king  sent  every  day  from  his  supper,  according  to  custom, 
to  the  children,  but  gave  them   the  fore-mentioned    diet, 
while  they  had  their  souls  in  some  measure  more  pure,  and 
less   burdened,  and  so  fitter  for  learning,  and   had   their 
bodies  in  better  tune  for  hard  labour:  for  they  neither  had, 
the  former  oppressed  and  heavy  with  variety  of  meats,  nora 
were  the  other  effeminate  on  the  same  account;  so  thejfl 
readily  understood    all    the  learning   that  was  among  thra 
Hebrews,  and  among  the  Chaldeans,  as  especially  did  Daniel,! 
who,  being  already  sufficiently  skilled  in  wisdom,  was  veryl 
busy  about  the  interpretation  of  dreams ;  and  God  manifested 
himself  to  him. 

3,  Now  two  years  after  the  destruction  of  Egypt,  king 
Nebuchadnezzar  saw  a  wonderful  dream,  the  accomplishment 
of  which  God  showed  him  in  his  sleep,  but  when  he  arose 
out  of  his  bed,  he  forgot  the  accomplishment;  so  he  senl-J 
for  the  Chaldeans  and  magicians,  and  the  prophets,  and  told^ 
them,  that  he  had  seen  a  dream,  and  informed  them  that  he 
had  forgotten  the  accomplishment  of  what  he  had  seen,  and  j 
he  enjoined  them  to  tell  him,  both  what  the  dream  was,  andtl 
what  was  its  signification ;  and  they  said,  that  this  was  m 
thing  impossible  to  be  discovered  by  men,  but  they  protni^efl 
him,  that  if  he  would  explain  to  them  what  dream  he  hadfl 
seen,  they  would  tell  hira  its  signification.     Hereupon  hel 
threatened  to  put  them  to  death,  unless  they  told  him  bis 
dream :  and  he  gave  command  to  have  them  all  put  to  death* 
since  they  confessed  they  could  not  do  what  they  were  com- 
manded to  do.     Now  when  Daniel  heard  that  the  king  hadj 
given  a  command  that  all  the  wise  men  shotdd  be  put  tarn 
death,  and  that  among  them  himself  and  his  three  kinsrneafl 
were  in  danger,  he  went  to  Arioch,  who  was  captain  of  thol 
kings  guards,  and  desired  to  know  of  him  what  was  the 
reason  why  the  king  had  given  command  that  all  the  wiss  ■ 
men,  and  Chaldeans,  and  magicians,  should  be  slain.     SoM 
when  he  had  learned  that  the  king  had  had  a  dream,  and] 
had  forgotten  it,  and  that  when  they  were  enjoined  to  infurmfl 
the  king  of  it,  they  had  said  they  could  not  do  it,  and  had.'! 
thereby  provoked  him  to  anger,  he  desired  of  Arioch  tbati 
he  would  go  to  the  king,  and  desire  respite  for  the  magicians 
for  one  night,  and  to  put  off  their  slaughter  so  long  for  that 
he  hoped  within  that  time  to  obtain,  by  prayer  to  God,  the 
knowledge  of  the  dream.    Accordingly  Arioch  informed  theJ 
king  of  what  Daniel  desired:  so  the  king  bid  them  delajf] 
the  slaughter  of  the  magicians  till  he  knew  what  Daniersfl 
promise  would  come  to ;  but  the  young  man  retired  to  hi»^ 
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own  house,  with  his  kinsmen,  and  besought  God  that  whole 
night  to  discover  the  dream,  and  thereby  dehver  the  magician« 
and  Chaldeans,  with  whom  they  were  themselves  to  perish, 
from  the  kings  anger,  by  enabhng  him  to  declare  his 
vision,  and  to  make  manifest  what  the  king  had  seen  the 
night  before  in  his  sleep,  but  had  forgotten  it.  Accordingly, 
God,  out  of  pity  to  those  that  were  in  danger,  and  out  of 
regard  to  the  wisdom  of  Daniel,  made  known  to  him  the 
dream  and  its  interpretation,  that  so  the  king  might  under- 
stand by  him  its  signification  also.  When  Daniel  had 
obtained  this  knowledge  from  God,  he  arose  very  joyful, 
and  told  it  his  brethren,  and  made  them  glad,  and  to  hope 
well,  that  they  should  now  preserve  their  lives,  of  which 
they  despaired  before,  and  had  their  minds  full  of  nothing 
but  the  thoughts  of  dying.  So  when  he  had  with  them 
returned  thanks  to  God,  who  had  commiserated  their  youth, 
when  it  was  day  he  came  to  Arioch,  and  desired  him  to 
bring  him  to  the  king,  because  he  would  discover  to  him 
that  dream  which  he  liad  seen  the  night  before. 

4.  When  Daniel  w^as  come  to  the  king,  he  excused  himself 
first,  that  "  he  did  not  pretend  to  be  wnser  than  the  other 
Chaldeans  and  magicians,  when,  upon  their  entire  inability 
to  discover  his  dream,  he  was  undertaking  to  inform  him  of 
it ;  for  this  was  not  by  his  own  skill,  or  on  account  of  his 
having  better  cultivated  Ids  understanding  than  the  rest, 
but  he  said,  God  hath  had  pity  upon  us,  Mhen  we  were  in 
danger  of  death,  and  when  I  prayed  for  the  hfe  of  myself, 
and  of  those  of  my  own  nation,  hath  made  manifest  to  me 
both  the  dream  and  the  interpretalion  thereof;  for  I  was 
not  less  concerned  for  thy  glory  than  for  the  sorrow  that  we 
were  by  thee  condemned  to  die,  while  thou  didst  so  unjustly 
command  men,  both  good  and  excellent  in  themselves,  to  be 
put  to  death,  when  thou  enjoined st  them  to  do  what  was 
entirely  above  the  reach  of  human  wisdom,  and  requiredst 
of  them  what  was  only  the  work  of  God,  Wherefore,  as 
thou  in  thy  sleep  wast  soHcitous  concerning  those  that  should 
succeed  thee  in  the  government  of  the  whole  world,  God 
was  desirous  to  show  thee  all  those  that  should  reign  after 
thee,  and  to  that  end  exhibited  to  thee  the  following  dream: 
Thou  seemedst  to  see  a  great  image  standing  before  thee, 
the  head  of  which  proved  to  be  of  gold,  the  shoulders  and 
arms  of  silver,  and  the  belly  and  the  thighs  of  brass,  but 
the  legs  and  the  feet  of  iron:  after  which  thou  sawest  a 
stone  broken  off  from  a  mountain,  which  fell  upon  the  image 
and  threw  it  down,  and  brake  it  to  pieces,  and  did  not 
permit  any  part  of  it  to  remain  whole,  but  the  gold,  the 
silver,  the  brass,  and  the  iron,  became  smaller  than  meal, 
which,  upon  the  blast  of  a  violent  wind,  was  by  force  carried 
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i  #way,  and  scattered  abroad,  but  the  stone  did  increase  to 
I fiuch  a  degree,  that  the  whole  earth  beneath  it  seemed  to  be 
FlSlled  therewith.  This  is  the  dream  which  thou  sawest,  and 
I  its  interpretation  is  as  follows:  The  head  of  gold  denotes 
[thee,  and  tl)e  kings  of  Babylon  that  have  been  before  thee; 
but  the  two  hcinds  and  arms  signify  this,  that  your  govern-' 
ment  shall  be  dissolved  by  two  kings;  but  another  king  thai 
shall  come  from  the  west,  armed  with  brass,  shall  destroy 
that  government:  and  another  government,  that  shall  be 
hke  unto  iron,  shall  put  an  end  to  the  power  of  the  former, 
and  shall  have  dominion  over  all  the  earth,  on  account  of 
the  nature  of  iron,  which  is  stronger  than  that  of  gold,  of 
silver,  and  of  brass."  Daniel  did  also  declare  the  meaning 
of  the  stone  to  the  king**;  hut  I  do  not  think  proper  to 
relate  it,  since  I  have  only  undertaken  to  describe  things 
past  or  things  present,  but  not  things  that  are  future:  yel  if 
any  one  be  so  very  desirous  of  knowing  truth,  as  not  to  wave 
such  points  of  curiosity,  and  cannot  curb  his  inclination  for 
understanding  the  uncertainties  of  futurity,  and  whether 
they  will  happen  or  not,  let  him  be  diligent  in  reading  the 
book  of  Daniel,  which  he  will  find  among  the  sacred 
writings. 

5,  When  Nebuchadnezzar  heard  this,  and  recollected  his 
dream,  he  was  astonished  at  the  nature  of  Daniel,  and  fell 
upon  his  face,  and  saluted  Daniel  in  the  manner  that  men 
worship  God,  and  gave  command  that  he  should  be  sacrificed 
to  as  a  God,  And  this  was  not  all,  for  he  also  imposed  the 
name  of  his  own  god  upon  him  [Baltasar,]  and  made  him  and 
his  kinsmen  rulers  of  his  wiiole  kingdom;  which  kinsmen  of 
his  happened  to  fall  into  great  danger  by  the  envy  and  malice 
[of  their  enemies] ;  for  they  offended  the  king  upon  the 
occasion  following:  He  made  an  image  of  gold,  whose  height 
was  sixty  cubits,  and  its  breadth  six  cubits,  and  set  it  fai  the 
great  plaui  of  Babylon;  and  when  he  was  going  to  dedicate 
the  image,  he  invited  the  principal  men  out  of  all  the  earth 
that  was  under  his  dominions,  and  commanded  them,  in  the 
first  place,  that  when  they  should  hear  the  sound  of  the 
trumpet,  they  should  then  fall  down  and  worship  the  image; 
and  he  threatened,  that  those  who  did  not  so,  should  be  cast 
into  a  fiery  furnace.     When  therefore  all  the  rest,  upon  the 


I 


•  Of  this  most  remarkable  paRSsge  in  Josephus  conc(*riiing  the  *  itoise  cut  out  of 
the  THOU ntain^  and  Jestrofing  *heim^ge/ which  he  would  not  expiaio.butiniimateii 
to  be  A  popheCY  of  futuntv,  and  probably  not  safe  for  him  to  explain,  as  Uelon^to^ 
to  the  de^lrucuon  of  the  Roman  empire  by  Jesus  Chrisip  the  true  Messiah  of  iko 
Jews,  take  ihc  words  of  Have  ream  p.  chap,  k.  §  4.  **  Nor  is  this  to  be  wondered  •t^ 
that  he  would  not  now  meddle  with  things  future,  for  he  had  no  miod  to  provoke 
the  liomansp  by  speakiog  of  the  de«tr\iction  of  that  city  which  they  called  the  Eternal 
City." 
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hearing  of  the  sound  of  the  trumpet,  worshipped  the  imHge» 
they  relate  that  Daniers  kinsmen  did  not  do  it,  because  they 
would  not  transgress  the  laws  of  their  country :  so  these  men 
were  convicted,  and  cast  immediately  into  the  fire,  but  were 
saved  by  divine  providence,  and  after  a  surprising  manner 
escaped  deaths  fur  the  fire  did  not  touch  them:  and  1  sup- 
pose that  it  touched  them  not,  as  if  it  reasoned  with  itself, 
that  they  were  cast  into  it  without  any  fault  of  theirs,  and 
that  therefore  it  was  too  weak  to  burn  the  young  men  when 
they  were  in  it.  This  was  done  by  the  power  of  God,  who 
made  their  bodies  so  far  superior  to  the  fire,  that  it  could  not 
consume  them.  This  it  was  which  recommended  them  to 
the  king  as  righteous  men,  and  men  beloved  of  God ;  on 
which  account  they  continued  in  great  esteem  with  him, 

6,  A  little  after  this  the  king  saw  in  his  sleep  again  another 
vision  ;  how  he  should  fall  from  his  dominion,  and  feed  among 
the  uild  beasts;  and  that  when  he  had  lived  in  this  manner 
in  the  desert  for  seven  years *j  be  should  recover  his  dominion 
again.  When  he  had  seen  this  dream,  he  called  the  magi- 
cians together  again,  and  inquired  of  them  about  it,  and  de- 
sired them  to  tell  him  what  it  signified;  but  when  none  of 
them  could  find  out  the  meaning  of  tlie  dream,  nor  discover 
it  to  the  king,  Daniel  was  the  only  person  that  explained  it; 
and  as  he  foretold,  so  it  came  to  pass ;  for  after  he  had  con- 
tinued in  the  wilderness  the  foreraentioned  interval  of  time» 
while  no  one  durst  attempt  to  seize  his  kingdom  during  those 
seven  years,  he  prayed  to  God  that  he  might  recover  his 
kingdom,  and  he  returned  to  it.  But  let  no  one  blame  me 
for  writing  down  every  thing  of  this  nature,  as  1  find  it  in  our 
ancient  books;  for  as  to  that  matter,  I  have  plainly  assured 
those  that  think  mc  defective  in  any  such  point,  or  complain 

*  Sincfi  Josepbus  here  expUini  the  seven  prophetic  times  which  were  to  ptia 
over  NehuchndDeitar,  Dan,  iv.  I5j  to  be  seven  year^*  we  thence  learn  bow  he  moil 
probably  must  have  uoderstood  those  other  paratkl  phrafes,  of  *  a  titne,  time»,  and  a 
linir,'  Antiq.  B.  VJl.  ch.  xxv,  of  so  maDy  prophetic  yeant  atso,  though  he  withal 
ktB  us  know,  by  his  hint  at  the  interpretation  of  the  seventy  we«ka,  n&betooging  to 
the  fourth  monarchy,  and  the  destruction  of  Jerusalem  by  the  Romans  tn  the  days 
of  Jospphus,  ch.  ii.  §  7,  (hat  he  did  not  think  those  years  to  be  bare  years,  but  rather 
days  for  years  ;  by  which  reckoning,  and  by  which  alonep  could  seventy  weeks*  or 
four  hundred  and  ninety  days,  reach  to  the  a^c  of  Josephus.  But  sa  to  th«  truth 
of  those  seven  years'  banishment  of  Nebuchadnezzar  from  men^  and  his  liviog  so 
long  among  the  beasts^  the  very  small  remsiios  we  have  any  where  else  of  this  Ne> 
bucbadnezzjir.  prevent  our  expectation  of  any  oiher  full  account  of  it.  So  far  we 
know  by  Pmleiny's  canon,  a  conteropofary  record,  as  welt  as  by  J  osephus  presently, 
that  be  reigned  in  all  forty-three  ycar«,  that  is.  eight  years  after  we  meet  with  any 
account  of  hiit  actions;  one  of  the  last  of  wbicb  was  the  thirteen  yean'  sie^e  of 
Tyre.  Aotiq.  B.  XI.  ch.  xi.  where  yet  the  Old  Latin  has  but  three  years  and  ten 
months:  yet  were  his  actions  before  so  remarkable,  both  m  sacred  and  profane  au-^ 
thorSi  that  such  a  vacuity  of  eight  years  at  tbo  lea^t*  at  the  Utter  end  of  his  reign, 
imust  be  allowed  to  agree  very  well  with  Daniers  accounts*  that  after  a  seveti  years* 
brutal  life,  he  might  return  to  his  reason,  and  to  the  exercise  of  his  royal  authority, 
for  oaa  wbok  lear  at  least  before  hii  death* 
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of  my  management,  and  have  told  them,  in  the  beginning  of 
this  history,  that  I  intended  to  do  no  more  than  transkte  ik 
Hebrew  books  into  the  Greek  language,  and  promised  thai 
to  explain  those  facts,  without  adding  any  thing  to  them  of 
my  own,  or  taking  any  thing  away  from  them. 


CHAPTER  XL 

Concerning  Nebuchadnezzar  and  his  successors  .*  and  ia9 
their  government  was  dissolved  by  the  Persians  /  andwkd 
things  befell  Daniel  in  Media  ;  and  what  prophecies  hi 
delivered  there. 

§  1.  Now  whenkingNebuchadnezzarhad  reigned  forty-three 
years',  he  ended  his  life.  He  was  an  active  man,  and  more 
fortunate  than  the  kings  that  were  before  him.  Now  Berosai 
makes  mention  of  his  actions  in  the  third  book  of  his  Chaldaie 
history,  where  he  says  thus:  "  When  his  father  Nebuchodo- 
nosor  [Nabopollassar]  heard  that  the  governor  whom  he  had 
set  over  Egypt,  and  the  places  about  Celesyria  and  Pheniciiy 
had  revolted  from  him,  while  he  was  not  himself  able  any 
longer  to  undergo  the  hardships  [of  war,]  he  committed  to  hit 
son  Nebuchadnezzar,  who  was  still  but  a  youth,  some  parte 
of  his  army,  and  sent  him  against  him.  So  when  >feba- 
chadnezzar  had  given  battle,  and  fought  with  the  rebel,  he 
beat  him,  and  reduced  the  country  from  under  his  subjection, 
and  made  it  a  branch  of  his  own  kingdom ;  but  about  that 
time  it  happened,  that  his  father  Nebuchodonosor  [Nabo- 

EoUassar]  fell  ill,  and  ended  his  life  in  the  city  Babylon,  when 
e  had  reigned  twenty-one  years';  and  when  he  was  made 
sensible,  as  he  was  in  a  little  time,  that  his  father,  Nebu- 
chodonosor [Nabopollassar]  was  dead,  and  having  settled 
the  affairs  of  Egypt,  and  the  other  countries,  as  also  those 
that  concerned  tne  captive  Jews,  and  Phenicians,  and 
Syrians,  and  those  of  the  Egyptian  nations,  and  having  com- 
mitted the  conveyance  of  them  to  Babylon  to  certain  of  his 

y  These  forty-three  years  for  the  duration  of  the  reign  of  Nebuchadnezzar  are,  u 
I  have  just  now  observed,  the  very  same  number  in  Ptolemy's  canon.  Moses 
Chorenensis  does  also  confirm  this  captivity  of  the  Jews  under  Nebuchadnezzar ; 
and  adds,  what  is  very  remarkable,  that  one  of  those  Jews  that  were  carried  by  him 
into  captivity  got  away  into  Armenia,  and  raised  the  great  family  of  the  Bagratidn 
there. 

*  These  twenty-one  years  here  ascribed  to  one  named  Naboulassar,  in  the  first 
book  against  Apion,  or  to  Nabopolassar,  the  father  of  the  great  Nebuchadnezzar, 
are  also  the  very  same  with  those  given  him  in  Ptolemy's  canon.  And  note  here, 
that  what  Dr.  Prideaux  says,  at  the  year  612,  that  Nebuchadnezzar  must  have  been 
a  common  name  of  other  kings  of  Babylon,  besides  the  great  Nebuchadnezzar  him- 
self, is  a  groundless  mistake  of  some  modern  chronologers  only,  and  destitute  of  all 
proper  original  authority. 
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Ffriends,  together  with  the  gross  of  his  army,  and  the  rest  of 
I  their  ammtioition  and  provisions,  he  went  himself  hastily, 
[accompanied  with  a  few  others,  over  the  desert,  and  came  to 
[Babylon*     So  he  took  upon  him  the  management  of  public 
[affairs,  and  of  the  kingdom  which  had  been  kept  for  him  by 
one  that  was  the  principal  of  the  Chaldeans,  and  he  received 
the  entire  dominions  of  his  ftither,  and  appointed,  that  when 
the  captives  came,  they  should  be  placed  as  colonies,  in  the 
most  proper  places  of  Babylonia;  but  then  he  adorned  the 
temple  of  Belus,  and  the  rest  of  the  temples,  in  a  magnificent 
manner,  with  the  spoils  he  had  taken  in  the  war.     He  also 
added  another  city  to  that  which  was  there  of  oUl,  and  re- 
built it,  that  such  as  would  besiege  it  hereafter  might  no  more 
turn  the  course  of  the  river,  and  thereby  attack  the  city  it- 
self:   he  therefore  built  three  walls  round  about  the  inner 
city,  and  three  others  about  that  which  was  the  outer,  and 
^this  he  did  with  burnt  brick.     And  after  he  had,  after  a  be- 
coming manner,  walled  the  city,  and  adorned  its  gates  glo- 
iously,  he  built  another  palace  before  his  father's  palace^ 
but  so  that  they  joined  to  it ;  to  describe  whose  vast  height, 
fcnd  immense  riches,  it  would  perhaps  be  too  much  for  me  to 
attempt;    yet,  as  large  and  lofty  as  they  were,  they  w^ere 
completed  in  fifteen  days*.     He  also  erected  elevated  places 
Jfor  walking,  of  stone,  and  made  it  resemble  mountains,  and 
auilt  it  so  that  it  might  be  planted  with  all  sorts  of  trees. 
pie  also  erected  what  was  called  a  pensile  paradise,  because 
lis  wife  was  desirous  to  have  thinL;a  like  her  own  country, 
|he  having  been  bred  up  in  the  palaces  of  Media.**     Megas- 
"lenes  also,  in  his  fourth  book  of  his  accounts  of  India,  raakea 
mention  of  these  things,  and  thereby  endeavours  to  show 
lat  this  king  [Nebuchadnezzar]  exceeded  Hercules  in  forti- 
jde,  and  in  the  greatness  of  his  actions  :  for  he  sailh,  that 
^he  conquered  a  great  part  of  Libya  and  Iberia,'*     Diodes 
Iso,  in  the  second  book  of  his  accounts  of  Persia,  mentions 
lis  king;  as  does  Philostratus  in  his  accounts  both  of  India 
nd  Phenicia,  say,  that  '*  this  king  besieged  Tyre  thirteen 
fears,  while  at  the  same  time   Ethbaal  reigned  at  Tyre/* 
.  hese  are  all  the  histories  that  I  have  met  with  concerning 
ais  king. 
2*  But  now  after  the  death  of  Nebuchadnezzar,  Evil- 


■  The-^  fifteen  d»ys  for  finishing  lucli  vast  haildings  at  Btbylon.  in  Josephut'i 
i#opy  of  Berostis.  would  seem  too  absuH  to  be  supposed  to  be  the  true  number, 
prere  it  oot  Cor  the  same  testimony  extant  also  in  the  tirst  book  against  Apion,  §  19. 
dfitb  the  same  number.  It  iheoce  indeed  appears,  that  Josepliai  s  copy  of  Berofus 
l^id  tbiA  %mall  number,  but  that  it  is  the  true  number  I  ilill  doubt,  Josepbus 
Aurea  us,  that  the  walls  of  so  much  a  smaller  city  aa  Jerusalem  were  two  years 
|mnd  four  months  in  building  by  Nehemiah,  who  yet  hastened  the  work  all  be  could, 
|«Antiq.  B.  XL  ch.  v.  i  8.  1  should  think  one  hundred  and  fil'teeo  days,  or  a  year 
*  and  fifteen  dsys,  much  more  proportioaabie  to  hc  great  a  work* 

VOL*  I.  Q  q 
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Merodach  his   son   succeeded   in   the  kingdom,   who    im- 

i  mediately  set  Jeconiah  at  liberty,  and  esteemed  him  among 

L  his  most  intimate  friends.     He  also  gave  him  many  presents, 

li  and  made  him  honourable  above  the  rest  of  the  kings  that 

L  ^ere  in  Babylon  ;  for  his  father  had  not  kept  bis  faith  with 

f  Jeconiah,  when  he  voluntarily  delivered  up  himself  to  him, 

with  his  wives  and  children,  and  his  whole  kindred,  for  the 

sake  of  his  country,  that  it  might  not  be  taken  by  siege,  and 

utterly  destroyed,  as  we  said  before.    When  Evil-Merodach 

I  was  dead,  after  a  reign  of  eighteen  years,  Niglissar  hb  son 

I  took  the  government ♦  and  retained  it  forty  years,  and  then 

I  ended  his  life  ;  and  after  him  the  succession  in  the  kingdom 

[came  to  his  son  Labosordacus,  who  continued  in  it  in  all  but 

[nine  months  ;  and  when  he  was  dead,  it  came  to  Baltasar  **, 

[who  by  the  Babylonians  was  called  Naboandelus;  against 

[him  did  Cyrus,  the  king  of  Persia,  and  Darius,  the  king  of 

[Media,  make  war;  and  when  he  was  besieged  in  Babylon, 

I  there  happened  a  wonderful  and  prodigious  vision*    He  was 

iiat  down  at  supper  in  a  large  room,  and  there  were  a  great 

imany  vessels  of  silver,  such  as  were  made  for  royal  enter-* 

Nainmcnts,   and  he  had   with  him   his   concubines  and   his 

friends  ;  whereupon  he  came  to  a  resolution,  and  commanded 

that    those   vessels   of    God   which    Nebuchadnezzar    had 

plundered  out  of  Jerusalem,  and  had  not  made  use  of,  but 

[had  put  them  into  his  own  temple,  should  be  brought  out  of 

that  temple*     He  also  grew  so   haughty  as  to  proceed  to 

use  them  in  tlie  midst  of  his  cups,  drinking  out  of  them,  and 

iblvaspheming  against  God*     In  the  mean  time,  he  saw  a  hand 

[proceed  out  of  the  wall,  and  writing  upon  the  wall  certain 

I  syllables;  at  which    sight,  being  disturbed,  he  called  the 

I  magicians  and  Chaldeans  together,  and  all  that  sort  of  men 

I  that  are  among  these  barbarians,  and  were  able  to  interpret 

Kiigns  and  dreams,  that  they  might  explain  the  writing  to 

fhim.     But  when  the  magicians  said   they  could  discover 

nothing,  nor  did  understand  it,  the  king  was  in  great  dii^ 

''  It  is  remarkable,  that  Jo^phus,  without  tbo  knowledge  of  Ptolemy *s  cmooo. 
thoald  call  the  same  king,  ^bom  he  hini5€lf  here,  Bar*  i.  11  ^  sod  Dao.  v,  1»  ^*  9* 
12.  22.  29.  30,  styles  Beltazar,  or  BeUbazzafp  from  (he  Babylonian  gi>d  Bel.  N*« 
boaDdclus  also ;  and  id  the  first  book  a^intt  Apion,  §  19.  voU  111.  from  the  tiOM 
cilatioo  out  of  Berosus«  Nabonnedon,  from  the  BabylnniaQ  god  Nabo,  or  Nebo. 
This  last  is  not  remote  from  (he  orlptntil  proDuneiatioa  itself  m  Ptolemy'*  caoon* 
Kaboaadius  ;  for  boih  the  place  of  this  king  in  that  canon,  as  the  lafct  of  the  Assy- 
rian or  Baby  Ionian  kinpa,  ttrtd  the  number  nf  years  of  his  rei^p  seventeeu.  the 
tame  in  both,  demonstrate  that  it  is  one  sod  the  same  kin?  that  is  meant  by  them 
all.  It  is  also  worth  noting,  that  Jo«ephus  knew  that  Darius,  the  partner  of  Cy* 
ruB,  was  the  son  of  Astyages,  and  wbs  called  by  another  oame  amonj;  the  GreeM» 
thou]:h  it  does  not  appear  he  knew  what  ihut  oante  was,  as  having  never  seen  tha 
best  history  of  this  prriod.  which  is  Xenoph oil's  :  but  then  what  Josephuf's  preicM 
copies  say  presently.  §  4.  that  it  was  only  within  no  Jong  lime  after  tne  band-wril* 
inf  on  the  wall  that  Baltasar  was  slain,  doe^  not  ao  agree  wilh  our  copies  of  DaAi^l, 
which  say  it  was  the  same  night,  Dan,  v.  30« 
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order  of  tnmd^  and  under  great  trouble  at  this  Bur prising 
accident;  so  he  caused  it  to  be  proclaimed  through  all  the 
country,  and  promised,  that  to  him  who  couUl  explain  the 
writing,  and  give  the  signification  couched  therein^  he  would 
give  him  a  golden  chain  for  hia  neck,,  and  leave  to  wear  a 
purple  garment,  as  did  the  kings  of  Chaldea,  and  would  be- 
stow on  him  the  third  part  of  his  own  dominions*  When 
this  proclamation  was  made,  tlie  magicians  ran  together 
more  earnestly,  and  were  very  ambitious  to  tind  out  the  im- 
portance of  the  writing,  but  still  hesitated  about  it  as  much 
as  before.  Now  when  the  king's  grandmother  saw  liim  cast 
down  at  this  accident  %  she  began  to  encourage  him,  and  to 
say,  that  *'  there  was  a  certain  captive  who  c.me  from  Judea, 
a  Jew  by  birth,  but  brought  away  thence  by  Nebuchad- 
nezzar when  he  had  destroyed  Jerusalem,  whose  name  was 
Daniel^  a  wise  man,  and  one  of  great  sagacity  in  finding  out 
what  was  impossible  for  others  to  discover,  and  what  was 
known  to  God  alone;  who  brought  to  light  and  answered 
such  questions  to  Nebuchadnezzar,  as  no  one  else  was  able 
to  answer  when  they  were  consulted.  She  therefore  desired 
that  he  would  send  for  him,  and  inquire  of  liim  concerning 
the  writing,  and  to  condemn  the  unskilfulncss  of  those  that 
could  not  find  their  meanmg,  and  this,  although  what  God 
Bignified  thereby  should  be  of  a  melancholy  nature." 

S,  When  Baltasar  heard  this,  lie  called  for  Daniel :  and 
when  he  had  discoursed  to  him  what  be  had  learned  con- 
cerning him,  and  his  wisdom,  and  how  a  divine  spirit  was 
with  hhn,  and  that  he  alone  was  fully  capable  of  finding  out 
what  others  would  never  have  thought  ot*,  he  desired  hiai  to 
declare  to  him  what  this  writing  meant :  that  if  be  did  so, 
he  would  give  him  leave  to  wear  purple,  and  to  put  a  chain 
of  gold  about  his  neck,  and  would  bestow  on  him  the  third 
part  of  bis  dominion,  as  an  honorary  reward  for  his  wisdom, 
that  thereby  he  might  become  illustrious  to  those  who  saw 
him,  and  who  inquired  upon  what  occasion  he  obtained  such 
honours.  But  Daniel  desired,  '*  that  he  would  keep  his 
gifts  to  himself-  for  what  is  the  effect  of  wisdom,  and  of  di- 
vine revelation,  admits  of  no  gifts,  and  bestows  its  advantages 
on  petitioners  freely,  but  that  stilt  he  would  explain  the 
writing  to  him  :  winch  denoted,  that  he  should  soon  die, 
---and  this  because  he  had  not  learnt  to  honour  God,  and  not 
■to  admit  things  above  human  nature,  by  what  punishments 


i 
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«  This  grtndmother,  or  moth€r  of  Baltasar.  the  queen-dowager  of  Babylon  (for 
be  is  diitiogui&hed  from  bii  queeo,  Dao.  v.  10.  23. )»  teems  to  bave  been  the 
famous  Nitocris,  who  foriitied  Babylon  aniast  Ihe  Medet  and  Persians,  and  in  all 
probability  governed  under  Baltaaar,  wbo  seemt  lo  be  a  weak  and  ffbrninate 
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lis  progenitor  had  undergone  for  the  injuries  he  had  offered 
lo  God  ;  and  because  he  had  quite  forgotten  how  Nebuchad- 

ftiezznr  was  removed  to  feed  among  wild  beasts  for  his  im- 
sieties*  and  did  not  recover  his  fonner  life  among  men,  and 
lis  kingdom,  but  upon  God's  mercy  to  him,  after  many  sup- 

Jpltcations  and  prayers ;  who  did  thereupon  praise  God  all 
the  days  of  his  life,  as  one  of  almighty  power,  and  who 

Mnkes  care  of  mankind,  [He  also  put  him  in  mind]  bow  be 
lad   greatly  blasphemed  against  God,  and  had  made  use  of 

|his  vessels  amongst  his  concubines :  that  thtrefore  God  saw 

Hhis,  and  was  angry  with  him,  and  declared  by  this  writing 

^beforehand  what  a  sad  conclusion  of  his  life  he  should  <N>iiie 

And  he  explained  the  writing  thus;  Maneh:     This, 

if  it  be  expounded  in  the  Greek  language,  may  signify  a 

W umber i  because  God  hath  numbered  so  long  a  time  for  thy 

Ifife,  and  for  thy  government,  and  that  there  remains  but  a 

fimall  portion,  Thekel:  This  signifies  a  Weight,  and 
fieans  that  God  hath  weighed  thy  kingdom  in  a   balance^ 

^and  finds  it  going  down  already.  Phares:  This  also,  in 
the  Greek  tongue,  denotes,  a  fragment  ,*  God  will  therefore 
"}reak  thy  kingdom  in  pieces,  and  divide  it  among  tlie  Medes 

^and  Persians,'* 

4.  When  Daniel  had  told  the  king,  that  the  writing  upon 
the  wall  signified  these  events,  Baltuijar  was  in  great  sorrow 

land  affliction,  as  was  to  be  expected,  when  the  interpreta- 
^tion  was  so  heavy  upon  him.  However,  he  did  not  refiise 
wliat  he  had  promised  Daniel,  altliough  he  were  become  a 
foreteller  of  misfortunes  to  him,  but  bestowed  it  all  upon 
him;  as  reasoning  thus,  that  what  he  was  to  reward  was 
peculiar  to  himself,  and  to  fate,  imd  did  not  belong  to  the 
prophet,  but  that  it  was  the  part  of  a  good  and  a  just  man 
to  give  what  he  had  promised,  although  the  events  were  of 
a  melanchoiy  nature.  Accordingly!  the  king  determined  so 
to  do.  Now  after  a  little  while,  both  himself,  and  the  city, 
were  taken  by  Cyrus,  the  king  of  Persia,  who  fought  against 
him;  for  it  was  Baltasar,  under  whom  Babylon  was  taken^ 
when  he  had  reigned  seventeen  years.  And  this  is  the  end 
of  the  posterity  of  king  Nebuchadnezzar,  as  history  infonna 
us  ;  but  when  Babylon  was  taken  by  Darius,  and  when  he, 
with  hts  kinsman  Cyrus,  had  put  an  end  to  the  dominion  of 
the  Babylonians,  he  was  sixty-two  years  old.  He  was  the 
son  of  Astynges,  and  had  another  name  among  the  Greeks, 
Moreover,  he  took  Daniel  the  prophet,  and  carried  him  with 
him  into  Media,  and  honoured  him  very  greatly,  and  kept 
him  with  him  ;  for  he  was  one  of  the  three  presidents  whom 
he  set  over  his  three  hundred  and  sixty  provinces,  for  into 
so  many  did  Darius  part  them. 

5,  However,  while  Daniel  was  in  so  great  dignity,  and  in 


1 
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60  great  favour  with  Darius,  and  was  alone  intrusted  with 
every  thing  by  him,  as  having  somewhat  divine  in  him,  he 
was  envied  by  the  rest;  for  those  that  see  others  in  greater 
honour  than  themselves  with  kings,  envy  them :  and  when 
those  that  were  grieved  at  the  great  favour  Daniel  was  in 
with  Darius,  sought  for  an  occasion  against  him,  he  afforded 
them  no  occasion  at  all,  for  as  he  was  above  all  the  tempta- 
tions of  money,  and  despised  briberyi  and  esteemed  it  a  very 
base  thing  to  take  any  thing  by  way  of  reward,  even  wiien 
it  might  be  justly  given  him,  he  aftbrded  those  that  envted 
him  not  the  least  handle  for  an  accusation.     So  when  they 
could  find  nothing  for  which  they  might  calumniate  him  to 
the   king,  nothing  that  was  shameful  or  reproachful,  and 
thereby  deprive  him  of  the  honour  he  was  in  with  him,  they 
sought  for  some  other  method  whereby  they  might  destroy 
him.     When  therefore  they  saw  that  Daniel  prayed  to  God 
three  times  a  day,  they  thought  they  bad  gotten  an  occa- 
sion by  which  they  might  ruin  him;  so  they  came  to  Darius, 
and  tokl  him,  that  **  the  princes  and  governors  had  thought 
proper  to  allow  the  multitUtle  a  relaxation  for  thirty  days, 
tliat  no  one  might  offer  a  petition  or  prayer  either  to  him- 
self, or  to  the  gods,  but  that  he  who  shall  transgress  this 
decree  shall  be  cast  into  the  den  of  lions,  and  there  perish.*' 
6.  Whereupon  the  king,  not  being  acquainted  with  their 
wicked  design,  nor  suspecting  that  it  was  a  contrivance  of 
theirs  against  Daniel,  said,  he  was  pleased  with  this  decree 
of  theirs,  and  he  promised  to  confirm  what  they  desired;  he 
also  published  an  edict  to  promidgate  to  the  people  that 
decree  which  the  princes  had  made.     Accordingly,  all  the 
rest  took  care  not  to  transgress  those  injunctions,  and  rested 
in  quiet;  hot  Daniel  had  no  regard  to  them,  but,  as  he  was 
wont,  he  stood  and  prayed  to  God  in  the  sight  of  them  all ; 
but   the   princes    having   met    with    the   occasion    they    so 
earnestly  sought  to  find  against  Daniel,  came  presently  to 
the  king,  and  accused  him,  that  Daniel  was  the  only  person 
that  transgressed  the  decree,  while  not  one  of  the  rest  durst 
pray  to  their  gods.     This  discovery  they  made,  not  because 
of  his  impiety,  but  because  they  had  w^atched  him,  and  ob- 
served him  out  of  envy  ;  for  supposing  that  Darius  did  thua 
out  of  a  greater  kindness  to  him  than  they  expected,  and 
that  he  was  ready  to  grant  him  pardon  for  this  contempt  of 
his   injunctions,  and   envying  this  very   pardon  to  Daniel, 
they  did  not  become  more  favourable  to  him,  but  desired  he 
might  be  cast  into  the  den  of  lions,  according  to  the  law. 
So  Darius,  hoping  that  God  would  deliver  him,  and  that  he 
would  undergo  nothing  that  was  terrible  by  the  wild  beasts, 
bid  him  bear  this  accident  cheerfully  :  and  when  he  Mas  caat 
into  the  den,  he  put  his  seal  to  the  stone  that  lay  upon  the 
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mouth  of  the  den,  and  went  his  way,  but  he  passed  all  the 
night  without  food,  and  without  sleep,  being  in  great  distress 
for  Daniel ;  but  when  it  was  day,  he  got  up,  and  came  to 
the  den,  and  found  the  seal  entire,  which  he  had  left  the 
stone  sealed  withal ;  he  also  opened  the  seal,  and  cried  oiil^ 
and  called  to  Daniel,  and  asked  him,  if  he  were  alive.  And 
as  soon  as  he  heard  the  king's  voice,  and  said  that  he  had 
suffered  no  harm,  the  king  gave  order  that  he  should  be 
drawn  up  out  of  the  den.  Now  when  his  enemies  saw  that 
Daniel  had  suffered  nothing  which  was  terrible,  they  would 
not  own  that  he  was  preserved  by  God,  and  by  his  pro- 
vidence :  but  they  said,  that  the  lions  had  been  filled  full 
with  food,  and  on  that  account  it  was,  as  they  supposed, 
that  the  lions  would  not  touch  Daniel,  nor  come  to  him; 
and  this  they  alleged  to  the  king :  but  the  king,  out  of  an 
abhorrence  of  their  wickedness,  gave  order,  that  they  should 
throw  in  a  great  deal  of  flesh  to  the  lions ;  and  when  they 
had  filled  tliemselves,  he  gave  further  order  that  Daniels 
enemies  should  be  cast  into  the  den,  that  he  might  learn 
whether  the  lions,  now  they  weire  full,  would  touch  them  or 
not.  And  it  appeared  plain  to  Darius,  after  the  princes 
had  been  cast  to  the  wild  beasts,  that  it  was  God  who  pre- 
served Daniel"^,  for  the  lions  spared  none  of  them,  but  tore 
them  all  to  pieces,  as  they  had  been  very  hungry  and  wanted 
food.  I  suppose  therefore  it  was  not  their  hunger,  which 
had  been  a  little  before  satisfied  with  abundance  of  flesh, 
but  the  wickedness  of  these  men  that  provoked  them  [to 
destroy  the  princes]  ;  for  if  it  so  please  God,  that  wicked- 
ness might,  by  even  those  irrational  creatures,  be  esteemed 
a  plain  foundation  for  their  punishment. 

7.  When  therefore  those  that  had  intended  thus  to  destroy 
Daniel  by  treachery,  were  themselves  destroyed,  king  Darius 
sent  [letters]  over  all  the  country,  and  praised  that  God 
whom  Daniel  worshipped  ;  and  said,  "  he  was  the  only  true 
God,  and  had  all  power."  He  had  also  Daniel  in  very 
great  esteem,  and  made  him  the  principal  of  his  friends. 
Now  when  Daniel  was  become  so  illustrious  and  famous,  on 
account  of  the  opinion  men  had  that  he  was  beloved  of  God, 
he  built  a  tower  at  Ecbatana,  in  Media :  it  was  a  most 
elegant  building,  and  wonderfully  made,  and  it  is  still  re- 
maining, and  preserved  to  this  day ;  and  to  such  as  see  it. 


^  It  is  DO  way  improbable  that  DaDiel's  enemies  might  suggest  this  reason  to 
the  king,  why  the  lions  did  not  meddle  with  hira,  and  that  they  might  suspect  the 
king's  kindness  to  Daniel  had  procured  these  lions  to  be  so  filled  beforehand,  and 
that  thence  it  was  that  he  encouraged  Daniel  to  submit  to  this  experiment,  in 
hopes  of  coming  off  safe  ;  and  that  this  was  the  true  reason  of  making  so  terrible 
an  experiment  upon  those  his  enemies,  and  all  their  families,  Dan.  vi.  24  ;  though 
our  other  copies  do  not  directly  take  notice  of  it. 


cHAP.lEr.]    ANTIQUITIES  OF  THE  JEWS.  699 

it  appears  to  have  been  lately  built,  and  to  have  been  no 
]  older  tlian  that  very  day  when  any  one  looks  upon  it,  it  is 
liofresh\  flourishing,  and  beautiful,  and  no  way  grown  old  in 
lio  long  timej  for  buildings  suffer  tlie  same  as  men  do,  they 
row  old  as  well  as  they,  and  by  numbers  of  years  their 
firtrength  is  dissolved,  and  their  beauty  withered.  Now  they 
[bury  the  kings  of  Media,  of  Persia,  and  Parthia,  in  this 
I  tower,  to  this  day  ;  and  be  who  was  intrusted  with  the  care 
'  of  it»  was  a  Jewish  priest;  which  thing  is  also  observed  to 
I  Ibis  day.  But  it  is  fit  to  give  an  account  of  what  this  man 
I  did,  which  is  most  admirable  to  hear ;  for  he  was  so  happy 
as  to  have  strange  revelations  made  to  him,  and  those  as  to 
lone  of  the  greatest  of  the  prophets,  insomuch,  that  while  he 
[was  alive  he  had  the  esteem  and  applause  both  of  the  kings 
and  of  the  multitude,  and  now  he  is  dead,  he  retains  a  re- 
I  membrance  that  will  never  fail,  for  the  several  books  that  he 
wrote  and  left  behind  him  are  still  read  by  us  till  this  time ; 
and  from  them  we  believe  that  Daniel  conversed  with  God ; 
for  he  did  not  only  prophecy  of  future  e%^ents,  as  did  the 
ottier  prophets,  but  he  also  determined  the  time  of  their  ac- 
complishment: and  while  prophets  used  to  foretell  mis- 
fortunes, and  on  that  account  were  disagreeable  both  to  the 
kings  and  to  the  multitude,  Daniel  was  to  them  a  prophet  of 
good  things,  and  this  to  such  a  degree,  tluit  by  the  agree- 
able nature  of  his  predictions,  he  procured  the  good-will  of 
all  men,  and  by  the  accomplishment  of  them,  lie  procured 
the  belief  of  their  truth,  and  the  opinion  of  [a  sort  of] 
divinity  for  himself,  among  the  multitude.  He  also  wrote 
and  left  behind  him  what  made  manifest  the  accuracy  and 
imdeniable  veracity  of  his  predictions:  for  he  saith,  that 
**  when  he  was  in  Susa,  the  metropolis  of  Persia,  and  went 
out  into  the  field  with  his  companions,  there  was,  on  the 
sudden,  a  motion  and  concussion  of  the  earth,  and  that  he 
was  left  alone  by  himself,  his  friends  flying  away  from  him, 
and  that  he  was  disturbed,  and  fell  on  his  face,  and  on  his 
two  hands,  and  that  a  certain  person  touched  him,  and,  at 
the  same  time,  bid  him  rise,  and  see  what  would  befall  his 
countrvnien  after  many  generations.  He  also  related,  that 
when  he  stood  up,  he  was  shown  a  great  ram,  with  many 

I  horns  growing  out  of  his  head,  and  that  the  last  was  higher 
than  the  rest :  that  after  this  he  looked  to  the  west,  and 


What 


Jos«phus  here  inys,  ihut  the  clones  of  the  sepulchres  of  the  kiaf^  of 
Pema  at  thb  lower,  or  those  pcfhapd  of  the  same  sort  that  are  now  commoiily 
called  the  niins  of  Perscpoli*,  continued  %o  entire  and  unahenHl  in  his  tlayi^  a&  if 
they  were  lately  put  there,  '*  I/'  aays  Relaod,  "  here  cj«ii  show  to  be  iruc,  a»  to 
those  itones  of  th«  Persian  kings'  mausoleum  which  Corn.  Brunitis  brake  off  and 
gave  me."  He  ascribed  this  to  the  hardness  of  the  stones,  which  scarcely  yields 
to  iron  tools,  and  proves  frequetitly  too  hard  for  cutting  by  the  chisel,  but  often- 
tiroei  breaks  into  pieces. 
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BRW  a  he-goat  carried  through  the  air  from  that  quarter; 
that  he  rusliecl  upon  the  ram  with  violence,  and  smote  him 
twice  with  his  horns,  and  overthrew  him  to  the  ^ound,  and 
trampled  upon  him:   that  afterward  he  saw  a   very  great 
horn  growing  out  of  the  head  of  the  he-goat,  and  that  when 
it  was  broken  off,  four  horns  grew  up  that  were  exposed  to 
each  of  the  four  winds,  and  he  wrote  that  out  of  them  arose 
another  lesser  horn,  which,  as  he  said,  waxed  great ;  and 
that  God  showed  to  him,  that  it  should  fight  against  his 
nation,  and  take  their  city  by  force,  and  bring  the  temple- 
worship  to  confusion,  and  forbid  the  sacrifices  to  be  oflfered 
for    one    thousand    two    hundred    and    ninety-six    days." 
Daniel  wrote  that  he  saw  these  visions  in  the  plain  of  Susa; 
and  he  hath  informed  us,  that  God  interpreted  the  appear- 
ance of  this  vision  after  the  following  marnier :  '*  He  said 
that  the  ram  signified  the  kingdoms  of  the  5ledes  and  Per- 
sians, and  the  horns  those  kings  that  were  to  reign  in  them; 
and  that  the  last  horn  signified  the  last  king,  and  that  he 
should  exceed  all  the  kings  in  riches  and  glory :  that  the 
ho-^^oat  siirnified  that  one  should  come  and  reign  from  the 
(■rt'rks,  who  should  twice  fight  with  the  Persian,  and  over- 
come him  in  battle,  and  should  receive  his  entire  dominion : 
that  by  the  great  horn  which  sprang  out  of  the  forehead  of 
the  hr-goat  was  meant  the  first  king ;  and  that  the  spring- 
ing up  of  four  horns  upon  its  falling  off,  and  the  conversion 
of  every  one  of  them  to  the  four  quarters  of  the  earth,  sig- 
nified the  successors  that  should  arise  after  the  death  of  the 
first  king,  and  the  partition  of  the  kingdom  among  them, 
and  that  they  should  be  neither  his  children,  nor  of  his 
kindred,  that  should   reign  over  the  habitable  earth   for 
many  years ;  and  that  from  among  them  there  should  arise 
a  certain  king  that  should  overcome  our  nation  and  their 
laws,  and  should  take  away  their  political  government,  and 
should   spoil    the  temple,  and  forbid  the  sacrifices  to   be 
offered  for  three  years'  time."     And  indeed  it  so  came  to 
pass,  that  our  nation  suffered  these  things  under  Antiochus 
Epiphanes,  according  to  Daniers  vision,  and  what  he  wrote 
many  years  before  they  came  to  pass.     In  the  very  same 
manner  Daniel  also  wrote  concerning  the  Roman  government, 
and  that  our  country   should   be  made  desolate  by  them. 
All  these  things  did  this  man  leave  in  writing,  as  God  had 
showed  them  to  him,  insomuch,  that  such  as  read  his  pro- 
phecies, and  see  how  they  have  been  fulfilled,  would  wonder 
at  the  honour  wherewith  (Jod  honoured  Daniel ;  and  may 
thence  discover  how  the  ICpicureans  are  in  an  error,  who 
cast  providence  out  of  human  life,  and  do  not  believe  that 
God  takes  care  of  the  afJairs  of  the  world,  nor  that  the 
universe  is  governed  and  continued  in  being  by  that  blessed 
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and  immortal  nature,  but  say  that  the  world  is  carried  along 
of  its  own  accord,  without  a  ruler  and  a  curator :  which 
were  it  destitute  of  a  guide  to  conduct  it,  as  they  imagine, 
it  would  be  like  ships  without  pilots,  which  we  see  drowned 
by  the  winds,  or  like  chariots  without  drivers,  which  are 
overturned:  so  would  the  world  be  dashed  to  pieces  by  its 
being  carried  without  a  Providence,  and  so  perish,  and 
come  to  nought.  So  that,  by  the  forementioned  predictions 
of  Daniel,  those  men  seem  to  me  very  much  to  err  from  the 
truth,  who  determine,  that  God  exercises  no  providence 
over  human  aifairs ;  for  if  that  were  the  case,  that  the  world 
went  on  by  mechanical  necessity,  we  should  not  see  that  all 
things  would  come  to  pass  according  to  his  prophecy.  Now 
as  to  myself,  I  have  so  described  mese  matters  as  I  have 
found  them  and  read  them ;  but  if  any  one  is  inclined  to 
another  opinion  about  them,  let  him  enjoy  his  different  sen- 
timents without  any  blame  from  me. 
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